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The First Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called

Genesis
1At thefirst Godmade theheavenand the earth. 2And the earthwaswaste

and without form; and it was dark on the face of the deep: and the Spirit of
Godwasmoving on the face of the waters. 3And God said, Let there be light:
and there was light. 4 And God, looking on the light, saw that it was good:
and Godmade a division between the light and the dark, 5Naming the light,
Day, and the dark, Night. And therewas evening and therewasmorning, the
first day. 6And God said, Let there be a solid arch stretching over thewaters,
parting the waters from the waters. 7And God made the arch for a division
between the waters which were under the arch and those which were over
it: and it was so. 8 And God gave the arch the name of Heaven. And there
was evening and there wasmorning, the second day. 9And God said, Let the
waters under the heaven come together in one place, and let the dry land be
seen: and it was so. 10 And God gave the dry land the name of Earth; and
thewaters together in their placewere named Seas: and God saw that it was
good. 11And God said, Let grass come up on the earth, and plants producing
seed, and fruit-trees giving fruit, in which is their seed, after their sort: and
it was so. 12And grass came up on the earth, and every plant producing seed
of its sort, and every tree producing fruit, in which is its seed, of its sort: and
God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was morning,
the third day. 14And God said, Let there be lights in the arch of heaven, for
a division between the day and the night, and let them be for signs, and for
marking the changes of the year, and for days and for years: 15And let them
be for lights in the arch of heaven to give light on the earth: and it was so.
16 And God made the two great lights: the greater light to be the ruler of
the day, and the smaller light to be the ruler of the night: and he made the
stars. 17And God put them in the arch of heaven, to give light on the earth;
18 To have rule over the day and the night, and for a division between the
light and the dark: and God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening
and there was morning, the fourth day. 20 And God said, Let the waters be
full of living things, and let birds be in flight over the earth under the arch
of heaven. 21 And God made great sea-beasts, and every sort of living and
moving thingwithwhich thewaterswere full, and every sort ofwingedbird:
and God saw that it was good. 22 And God gave them his blessing, saying,
Be fertile and have increase, making all the waters of the seas full, and let
the birds be increased in the earth. 23And there was evening and there was
morning, the fifth day. 24 And God said, Let the earth give birth to all sorts
of living things, cattle and all things moving on the earth, and beasts of the
earth after their sort: and it was so. 25And God made the beast of the earth
after its sort, and the cattle after their sort, and everything moving on the
face of the earth after its sort: and God saw that it was good. 26AndGod said,
Let us make man in our image, like us: and let him have rule over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the
earth and over every living thing which goes flat on the earth. 27 And God
made man in his image, in the image of God he made him: male and female
hemade them. 28AndGod gave themhis blessing and said to them, Be fertile
and have increase, and make the earth full and be masters of it; be rulers
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over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living
thingmoving on the earth. 29AndGod said, See, I have given you every plant
producing seed, on the face of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit
producing seed: theywill be for your food: 30And to every beast of the earth
and to every bird of the air and every living thing moving on the face of the
earth I have given every green plant for food: and it was so. 31And God saw
everythingwhich he hadmade and itwas very good. And therewas evening
and there wasmorning, the sixth day.

2
1And theheavenand the earthandall things in themwere complete. 2And

on the seventh day God came to the end of all his work; and on the seventh
day he took his rest from all the work which he had done. 3 And God gave
his blessing to the seventh day and made it holy: because on that day he
took his rest from all the work which he had made and done. 4 These are
the generations of the heaven and the earth when they were made. 5 In the
day when the Lord God made earth and heaven there were no plants of the
field on the earth, and no grass had come up: for the Lord God had not sent
rain on the earth and there was no man to do work on the land. 6But a mist
went up from the earth, watering all the face of the land. 7And the Lord God
made man from the dust of the earth, breathing into him the breath of life:
andmanbecame a living soul. 8And the LordGodmade a garden in the east,
in Eden; and there he put themanwhomhehadmade. 9And out of the earth
the Lordmade every tree to come, delighting the eye and good for food; and
in the middle of the garden, the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil. 10 And a river went out of Eden giving water to the garden;
and from there it was parted and became four streams. 11 The name of the
first is Pishon, which goes round about all the land of Havilah where there
is gold. 12And the gold of that land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx
stone. 13And the name of the second river is Gihon: this river goes round all
the land of Cush. 14And the name of the third river is Tigris, which goes to
the east of Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates. 15And the Lord God
took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to do work in it and take
care of it. 16And the Lord God gave the man orders, saying, You may freely
take of the fruit of every tree of the garden: 17But of the fruit of the tree of the
knowledgeof goodandevil youmaynot take; foron thedaywhenyou takeof
it, deathwill certainly come toyou. 18And theLordGod said, It is not good for
theman to be by himself: I will make one like himself as a help to him 19And
from the earth the Lord Godmade every beast of the field and every bird of
the air, and took them to the man to see what names he would give them:
andwhatever namehe gave to any living thing, thatwas its name. 20And the
man gave names to all cattle and to the birds of the air and to every beast of
the field; but Adam had no one like himself as a help. 21 And the Lord God
sent a deep sleep on the man, and took one of the bones from his side while
hewas sleeping, joining up theflesh again in its place: 22And the bonewhich
the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman, and took her
to theman. 23And theman said, This is nowbone ofmy bone andflesh ofmy
flesh: let her name beWoman because she was taken out of Man. 24For this
causewill aman go away fromhis father and hismother and be joined to his
wife; and they will be one flesh. 25And the man and his wife were without
clothing, and they had no sense of shame.
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3
1Now the snake was wiser than any beast of the field which the Lord God

had made. And he said to the woman, Has God truly said that you may not
take of the fruit of any tree in the garden? 2 And the woman said, We may
take of the fruit of the trees in the garden: 3But of the fruit of the tree in the
middle of the garden, God has said, If you take of it or put your hands on it,
deathwill come to you. 4And the snake said, Deathwill not certainly come to
you: 5 For God sees that on the day when you take of its fruit, your eyes will
be open, and you will be as gods, having knowledge of good and evil. 6And
when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and a delight to the
eyes, and to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit, and gave it to
her husband. 7And their eyes were open and they were conscious that they
had no clothing and they made themselves coats of leaves stitched together.
8And there came to them the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden
in the eveningwind: and theman and his wife went to a secret place among
the trees of the garden, away from the eyes of the Lord God. 9And the voice
of the Lord God came to the man, saying, Where are you? 10 And he said,
Hearing your voice in the garden I was full of fear, because I was without
clothing: and I keptmyself from your eyes. 11And he said,Who gave you the
knowledge that you were without clothing? Have you taken of the fruit of
the tree which I said you were not to take? 12And the man said, The woman
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me the fruit of the tree and I took
it. 13 And the Lord God said to the woman, What have you done? And the
woman said, I was tricked by the deceit of the snake and I took it. 14 And
the Lord God said to the snake, Because you have done this you are cursed
more than all cattle and every beast of the field; youwill go flat on the earth,
and dust will be your food all the days of your life: 15And there will be war
between you and the woman and between your seed and her seed: by him
will your head be crushed and by you his foot will be wounded. 16 To the
woman he said, Great will be your pain in childbirth; in sorrow will your
children come to birth; still your desire will be for your husband, but hewill
be yourmaster. 17And to Adam he said, Because you gave ear to the voice of
your wife and took of the fruit of the tree which I said you were not to take,
the earth is cursed on your account; in pain you will get your food from it
all your life. 18 Thorns and waste plants will come up, and the plants of the
fieldwill be your food; 19With the hardwork of your hands youwill get your
bread till you go back to the earth fromwhich you were taken: for dust you
are and to the dust you will go back. 20And the man gave his wife the name
of Eve because she was the mother of all who have life. 21And the Lord God
made for Adam and for his wife coats of skins for their clothing. 22And the
Lord God said, Now theman has become like one of us, having knowledge of
good and evil; and now if he puts out his hand and takes of the fruit of the
tree of life, hewill go on living for ever. 23So the LordGod sent him out of the
garden of Eden to be a worker on the earth from which he was taken. 24 So
he sent themanout; and at the east of the garden of Edenheputwinged ones
and a flaming sword turning every way to keep the way to the tree of life.

4
1And themanhadconnectionwithEvehiswife, andshebecamewithchild

and gave birth to Cain, and said, I have got a man from the Lord. 2 Then
again she became with child and gave birth to Abel, his brother. And Abel
was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a farmer. 3And after a time, Cain gave
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to the Lord an offering of the fruits of the earth. 4And Abel gave an offering
of the young lambs of his flock and of their fat. And the Lord was pleased
with Abel's offering; 5But in Cain and his offering he had no pleasure. And
Cain was angry and his face became sad. 6And the Lord said to Cain, Why
are you angry? and why is your face sad? 7 If you do well, will you not have
honour? and if you dowrong, sin iswaiting at the door, desiring to have you,
but do not let it be your master. 8And Cain said to his brother, Let us go into
thefield: andwhen theywere in thefield, Cainmadeanattackonhis brother
Abel andput him todeath. 9And theLord said to Cain,Where is your brother
Abel? And he said, I have no idea: am I my brother's keeper? 10And he said,
What have you done? the voice of your brother's blood is crying to me from
the earth. 11And now you are cursed from the earth, whose mouth is open
to take your brother's blood from your hand; 12No longer will the earth give
you her fruit as the reward of your work; you will be a wanderer in flight
over the earth. 13AndCain said,My punishment is greater thanmy strength.
14 You have sent me out this day from the face of the earth and from before
your face; I will be a wanderer in flight over the earth, and whoever sees
me will put me to death. 15And the Lord said, Truly, if Cain is put to death,
seven lives will be taken for his. And the Lord put a mark on Cain so that
no one might put him to death. 16And Cain went away from before the face
of the Lord, andmade his living-place in the land of Nod on the east of Eden.
17AndCainhadconnectionwithhiswife andshebecamewith childandgave
birth to Enoch: and he made a town, and gave the town the name of Enoch
after his son. 18 And Enoch had a son Irad: and Irad became the father of
Mehujael: andMehujael became the father of Methushael: andMethushael
became the father of Lamech. 19 And Lamech had two wives; the name of
the one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah. 20And Adah gave birth
to Jabal: hewas the father of suchas are living in tents andkeep cattle. 21And
his brother's namewas Jubal: hewas the father of all players on instruments
of music. 22 And Zillah gave birth to Tubal-cain, who is the father of every
maker of cutting instruments of brass and iron: and the sister of Tubal-cain
was Naamah. 23And Lamech said to his wives, Adah and Zillah, give ear to
my voice; you wives of Lamech, give attention to my words, for I would put
a man to death for a wound, and a young man for a blow; 24 If seven lives
are to be taken as punishment for Cain's death, seventy-seven will be taken
for Lamech's. 25AndAdamhad connectionwith hiswife again, and she gave
birth to a son towhom she gave the name of Seth: for she said, God has given
me another seed in place of Abel, whom Cain put to death. 26And Seth had a
son, and he gave him the name of Enosh: at this time men first made use of
the name of the Lord in worship.

5
1 This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day when God made

man, he made him in the image of God; 2Male and female he made them,
naming themMan, and giving them his blessing on the day when they were
made. 3Adam had been living for a hundred and thirty years when he had
a son like himself, after his image, and gave him the name of Seth: 4 And
after the birth of Seth, Adamwent on living for eight hundred years, andhad
sons and daughters: 5 And all the years of Adam's life were nine hundred
and thirty: and he came to his end. 6 And Seth was a hundred and five
years old when he became the father of Enosh: 7And hewent on living after
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the birth of Enosh for eight hundred and seven years, and had sons and
daughters: 8And all the years of Seth's life were nine hundred and twelve:
and he came to his end. 9And Enosh was ninety years old when he became
the father of Kenan: 10 And after the birth of Kenan, Enosh went on living
for eight hundred and fifteen years, and had sons and daughters: 11 And
all the years of Enosh were nine hundred and five: and he came to his end.
12AndKenanwas seventy years oldwhenhebecame the father ofMahalalel:
13And after the birth of Mahalalel, Kenan went on living for eight hundred
and forty years, and had sons and daughters: 14And all the years of Kenan's
life were nine hundred and ten; and he came to his end. 15 And Mahalalel
was sixty-five years old when he became the father of Jared: 16 And after
the birth of Jared, Mahalalel went on living for eight hundred and thirty
years, and had sons and daughters: 17 And all the years of Mahalalel's life
were eight hundred and ninety-five: and he came to his end. 18 And Jared
was a hundred and sixty-two years oldwhen he became the father of Enoch:
19And Jared went on living after the birth of Enoch for eight hundred years,
and had sons and daughters: 20 And all the years of Jared's life were nine
hundred and sixty-two: and he came to his end. 21 And Enoch was sixty-
five years old when he became the father of Methuselah: 22 And after the
birth of Methuselah, Enoch went on in God's ways for three hundred years,
and had sons and daughters: 23And all the years of Enoch's life were three
hundred and sixty-five: 24And Enochwent on in God's ways: and hewas not
seen again, for God took him. 25AndMethuselah was a hundred and eighty-
seven years oldwhen he became the father of Lamech: 26And after the birth
of Lamech, Methuselah went on living for seven hundred and eighty-two
years, and had sons and daughters: 27And all the years of Methuselah's life
were nine hundred and sixty-nine: and he came to his end. 28And Lamech
was a hundred and eighty-two years old when he had a son: 29And he gave
him the name of Noah, saying, Truly, he will give us rest from our trouble
and the hard work of our hands, because of the earth which was cursed by
God. 30And after the birth of Noah, Lamech went on living for five hundred
and ninety-five years, and had sons and daughters: 31 And all the years of
Lamech's life were seven hundred and seventy-seven: and he came to his
end. 32Andwhen Noahwas five hundred years old, he became the father of
Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

6
1 And after a time, when men were increasing on the earth, and had

daughters, 2 The sons of God saw that the daughters of men were fair; and
they tookwives for themselves from thosewhowere pleasing to them. 3And
the Lord said, My spirit will not be inman for ever, for he is only flesh; so the
days of his lifewill be ahundredand twenty years. 4Thereweremenof great
strength and size on the earth in those days; and after that, when the sons of
God had connection with the daughters of men, they gave birth to children:
these were the great men of old days, themen of great name. 5And the Lord
saw that the sin of man was great on the earth, and that all the thoughts of
his heart were evil. 6 And the Lord had sorrow because he had made man
on the earth, and grief was in his heart. 7And the Lord said, I will take away
man, whom I have made, from the face of the earth, even man and beast
and that which goes on the earth and every bird of the air; for I have sorrow
for having made them. 8But Noah had grace in the eyes of God. 9 These are
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the generations of Noah. Noah was an upright man and without sin in his
generation: he went in the ways of God. 10And Noah had three sons, Shem,
Ham, and Japheth. 11And the earth was evil in God's eyes and full of violent
ways. 12AndGod, looking on the earth, saw that it was evil: for theway of all
flesh had become evil on the earth. 13And God said to Noah, The end of all
flesh has come; the earth is full of their violent doings, and now I will put an
end to themwith the earth. 14Make for yourself an ark of gopher woodwith
rooms in it, andmake it safe from thewater inside and out. 15And this is the
way you are tomake it: it is to be three hundred cubits long, fifty cubitswide,
and thirty cubits high. 16You are to put awindow in the ark, a cubit from the
roof, and a door in the side of it, and you are to make it with a lower and
second and third floors. 17 For truly, I will send a great flow of waters over
the earth, for the destruction from under the heaven of all flesh in which is
the breath of life; everything on the earth will come to an end. 18 But with
you I will make an agreement; and you will come into the ark, you and your
sons and your wife and your sons' wives with you. 19And you will take with
you into the ark two of every sort of living thing, and keep them safe with
you; theywill bemale and female. 20Two of every sort of bird and cattle and
of every sort of living thing which goes on the earth will you take with you
to keep them from destruction. 21Andmake a store of every sort of food for
yourself and them. 22And all these things Noah did; as God said, so he did.

7
1And the Lord said to Noah, Take all your family and go into the ark, for

you only in this generation have I seen to be upright. 2Of every clean beast
you will take seven males and seven females, and of the beasts which are
not clean, two, the male and his female; 3And of the birds of the air, seven
males and seven females, so that their seed may still be living on the face of
the earth. 4 For after seven days I will send rain on the earth for forty days
and forty nights, for the destruction of every living thingwhich I havemade
on the face of the earth. 5And Noah did everything which the Lord said he
was to do. 6 And Noah was six hundred years old when the waters came
flowing over all the earth. 7 And Noah, with his sons and his wife and his
sons' wives, went into the ark because of the flowing of thewaters. 8Of clean
beasts, and of beasts which are not clean, and of birds, and of everything
which goes on the earth, 9 In twos, male and female, they went into the ark
with Noah, as God had said. 10 And after the seven days, the waters came
over all the earth. 11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second
month, on the seventeenth day of the month, all the fountains of the great
deep came bursting through, and the windows of heaven were open; 12And
rain came down on the earth for forty days and forty nights. 13On the same
day Noah, with Shem, Ham, and Japheth, his sons, and his wife and his sons'
wives, went into the ark; 14Andwith them, every sort of beast and cattle, and
every sort of thing which goes on the earth, and every sort of bird. 15 They
wentwithNoah into the ark, two and twoof all flesh inwhich is the breath of
life. 16Male and female of all flesh went in, as God had said, and the ark was
shut by theLord. 17And for forty days thewaterswere over all the earth; and
the waters were increased so that the ark was lifted up high over the earth.
18 And the waters overcame everything and were increased greatly on the
earth, and the ark was resting on the face of the waters. 19 And the waters
overcameeverythingon theearth; andall themountainsunderheavenwere
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covered. 20Thewaters went fifteen cubits higher, till all themountains were
covered. 21And destruction came on every living thingmoving on the earth,
birds and cattle and beasts and everything which went on the earth, and
every man. 22 Everything on the dry land, in which was the breath of life,
came to its end. 23 Every living thing on the face of all the earth, man and
cattle and things moving on the face of the earth, and birds of the air, came
to destruction: onlyNoahand thosewhowerewithhim in the ark,were kept
from death. 24And the waters were over the earth a hundred and fifty days.

8
1AndGod kept Noah inmind, and all the living things and the cattlewhich

werewith him in the ark: andGod sent awind over the earth, and thewaters
went down. 2And the fountains of the deep and thewindowsof heavenwere
shut, and the rain from heaven was stopped. 3And the waters went slowly
back from the earth, and at the end of a hundred and fifty days the waters
were lower. 4Andon the seventeenth day of the seventhmonth the ark came
to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 5 And still the waters went on falling,
till on the first day of the tenth month the tops of the mountains were seen.
6 Then, after forty days, through the open window of the ark which he had
made, 7Noah sent out a raven, which went this way and that till the waters
were gone from the earth. 8And he sent out a dove, to see if the waters had
gone from the face of the earth; 9 But the dove saw no resting-place for her
foot, and cameback to theark, for thewaterswere still over all the earth; and
he put out his hand, and took her into the ark. 10And after waiting another
sevendays, he sent the dove out again; 11And thedove cameback at evening,
and in her mouth was an olive-leaf broken off: so Noah was certain that the
watershadgonedownon theearth. 12Andafter sevendaysmore, he sent the
dove out again, but she did not come back to him. 13And in the six hundred
and first year, on the first day of the first month, the waters were dry on the
earth: and Noah took the cover off the ark and saw that the face of the earth
was dry. 14 And on the twenty-seventh day of the second month the earth
was dry. 15And God said to Noah, 16Go out of the ark, you and yourwife and
your sons andyour sons'wives. 17Takeoutwithyouevery living thingwhich
is with you, birds and cattle and everything which goes on the earth, so that
theymay have offspring and be fertile and be increased on the earth. 18And
Noah went out with his sons and his wife and his sons' wives; 19And every
beast and bird and every living thing of every sort which goes on the earth,
went out of the ark. 20And Noah made an altar to the Lord, and from every
clean beast and bird hemade burned offerings on the altar. 21Andwhen the
sweet smell came up to the Lord, he said in his heart, I will not again put a
curse on the earth because of man, for the thoughts of man's heart are evil
fromhis earliest days; never againwill I send destruction on all living things
as I have done. 22While the earth goes on, seed time and the getting in of the
grain, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, will not come to an
end.

9
1And God gave his blessing to Noah and his sons, and said, Be fertile, and

have increase, and make the earth full. 2And the fear of you will be strong
in every beast of the earth and every bird of the air; everything which goes
on the land, and all the fishes of the sea, are given into your hands. 3 Every
living andmoving thing will be food for you; I give them all to you as before
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I gave you all green things. 4 But flesh with the life-blood in it you may not
take for food. 5And for your blood, which is your life, will I take payment;
fromeverybeast Iwill take it, and fromeverymanwill I takepayment for the
bloodofhis brother-man. 6Whoever takes aman's life, bymanwill his life be
taken; because God made man in his image. 7And now, be fertile and have
increase; have offspring on the earth and become great in number. 8 And
God said to Noah and to his sons, 9 Truly, I will make my agreement with
you andwith your seed after you, 10Andwith every living thingwith you, all
birds and cattle and every beast of the earthwhich comes out of the arkwith
you. 11 And I will make my agreement with you; never again will all flesh
be cut off by the waters; never again will the waters come over all the earth
for its destruction. 12And God said, This is the sign of the agreement which
I make between me and you and every living thing with you, for all future
generations: 13 I will put my bow in the cloud and it will be for a sign of the
agreement betweenmeand the earth. 14Andwhenever Imake a cloud come
over the earth, the bow will be seen in the cloud, 15And I will keep in mind
the agreement betweenme and you and every living thing; and never again
will there be a great flow of waters causing destruction to all flesh. 16 And
the bowwill be in the cloud, and looking on it, I will keep inmind the eternal
agreement betweenGod and every living thing on the earth. 17AndGod said
to Noah, This is the sign of the agreement which I have made between me
and all flesh on the earth. 18And the sons of Noah who went out of the ark
were Shem, Ham, and Japheth; and Ham is the father of Canaan. 19 These
three were the sons of Noah and from them all the earth was peopled. 20 In
thosedaysNoahbecamea farmer, andhemadeavine-garden. 21Andhe took
of the wine of it and was overcome by drink; and he was uncovered in his
tent. 22And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father unclothed, and gave
news of it to his two brothers outside. 23And Shem and Japheth took a robe,
and putting it on their backs went inwith their faces turned away, and put it
over their father so that they might not see him unclothed. 24And, awaking
fromhiswine, Noah sawwhathis youngest sonhaddone tohim, andhe said,
25Cursed be Canaan; let him be a servant of servants to his brothers. 26And
he said, Praise to the Lord, theGodof Shem; let Canaanbehis servant. 27May
Godmake Japheth great, and let his living-place be in the tents of Shem, and
let Canaan be his servant. 28 And Noah went on living three hundred and
fifty years after the great flow of waters; 29 all the years of his life were nine
hundred and fifty: and he came to his end.

10
1 Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and

Japheth: these are the sons which they had after the great flow of waters
2 The sons of Japheth: Gomer and Magog and Madai and Javan and Tubal
and Meshech and Tiras. 3 And the sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz and Riphath
and Togarmah. 4 And the sons of Javan: Elishah and Tarshish, the Kittim
and the Dodanim. 5From these came the nations of the sea-lands, with their
different families and languages. 6And the sons of Ham: Cush and Mizraim
and Put and Canaan. 7And the sons of Cush: Seba and Havilah and Sabtah
and Raamah and Sabteca; and the sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan. 8And
Cush was the father of Nimrod, who was the first of the great men of the
earth. 9Hewas a very great bowman, so that there is a saying, Like Nimrod,
a very great bowman. 10And at the first, his kingdom was Babel and Erech
and Accad and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 11 From that land he went out
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into Assyria, building Nineveh with its wide streets and Calah, 12And Resen
betweenNineveh andCalah,which is a very great town. 13AndMizraimwas
the father of the Ludim and Anamim and Lehabim and Naphtuhim; 14And
Pathrusim and Casluhim and Caphtorim, from whom came the Philistines.
15 And Canaan was the father of Zidon, who was his oldest son, and Heth,
16 And the Jebusite and the Amorite and the Girgashite, 17 And the Hivite
and the Arkite and the Sinite, 18And the Arvadite and the Zemarite and the
Hamathite; after that the families of the Canaanites went far and wide in all
directions; 19 Their country stretching from Zidon to Gaza, in the direction
of Gerar; and to Lasha, in the direction of Sodom and Gomorrah and Admah
and Zeboiim. 20All these, with their different families, languages, lands, and
nations, are the offspring of Ham. 21And Shem, the older brother of Japheth,
the father of the children of Eber, had other sons in addition. 22These are the
sons of Shem: Elam and Asshur and Arpachshad and Lud and Aram. 23And
the sons of Aram: Uz and Hul and Gether and Mash. 24 And Arpachshad
became the father of Shelah; and Shelah became the father of Eber. 25And
Eber had two sons: the name of the one was Peleg, because in his time the
peoples of the earth became separate; and his brother's name was Joktan.
26 And Joktan was the father of Almodad and Sheleph and Hazarmaveth
and Jerah 27 And Hadoram and Uzal and Diklah 28 And Obal and Abimael
and Sheba 29 And Ophir and Havilah and Jobab; all these were the sons of
Joktan. 30 And their country was from Mesha, in the direction of Sephar,
the mountain of the east. 31 These, with their families and their languages
and their lands and their nations, are the offspring of Shem. 32 These are
the families of the sons of Noah, in the order of their generations and their
nations: from these came all the nations of the earth after the great flow of
waters.

11
1And all the earth had one language and one tongue. 2And it came about

that in theirwandering from the east, they came to a stretchofflat country in
the landof Shinar, and there theymade their living-place. 3And they saidone
to another, Come, let usmakebricks, burning themwell. And theyhadbricks
for stone, putting them together with sticky earth. 4And they said, Come, let
us make a town, and a tower whose top will go up as high as heaven; and let
us make a great name for ourselves, so that we may not be wanderers over
the faceof the earth. 5And theLord camedown to see the townand the tower
which the children of men were building. 6And the Lord said, See, they are
all one people and have all one language; and this is only the start of what
theymay do: and now it will not be possible to keep them from any purpose
of theirs. 7 Come, let us go down and take away the sense of their language,
so that they will not be able to make themselves clear to one another. 8 So
the Lord God sent them away into every part of the earth: and they gave up
building their town. 9 So it was named Babel, because there the Lord took
away the sense of all languages and from there the Lord sent them away
over all the face of the earth. 10 These are the generations of Shem. Shem
was a hundred years old when he became the father of Arpachshad, two
years after the great flow of waters; 11 And after the birth of Arpachshad,
Shem went on living for five hundred years, and had sons and daughters:
12 And Arpachshad was thirty-five years old when he became the father of
Shelah: 13And after the birth of Shelah, Arpachshad went on living for four
hundred and three years, and had sons and daughters: 14 And Shelah was
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thirty years old when he became the father of Eber: 15 And after the birth
of Eber, Shelah went on living for four hundred and three years, and had
sons and daughters: 16And Eber was thirty-four years old when he became
the father of Peleg: 17 And after the birth of Peleg, Eber went on living for
fourhundredand thirty years, andhad sonsanddaughters: 18AndPelegwas
thirty years old when he became the father of Reu: 19And after the birth of
Reu, Peleg went on living for two hundred and nine years, and had sons and
daughters: 20And Reu was thirty-two years old when he became the father
of Serug: 21And after the birth of Serug, Reuwent on living for two hundred
and seven years, and had sons and daughters: 22And Serug was thirty years
old when he became the father of Nahor: 23 And after the birth of Nahor,
Serug went on living for two hundred years, and had sons and daughters:
24AndNahorwas twenty-nineyears oldwhenhebecame the father of Terah:
25 And after the birth of Terah, Nahor went on living for a hundred and
nineteen years, andhad sons anddaughters: 26AndTerahwas seventy years
oldwhenhe became the father of Abram, Nahor, andHaran. 27These are the
generations of Terah: Terahwas the father of Abram, Nahor, andHaran; and
Haran was the father of Lot. 28And death came to Haran when he was with
his father Terah in the land of his birth, Ur of the Chaldees. 29 And Abram
and Nahor took wives for themselves: the name of Abram's wife was Sarai,
and the name of Nahor's wife was Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father
of Milcah and Iscah. 30And Sarai had no child. 31And Terah took Abram, his
son, and Lot, the son of Haran, and Sarai, his daughter-in-law, thewife of his
son Abram and they went out from Ur of the Chaldees, to go to the land of
Canaan; and they came to Haran, and were there for some time. 32And all
the years of Terah's life were two hundred and five: and Terah came to his
end in Haran.

12
1Now the Lord said to Abram, Go out from your country and from your

family and from your father's house, into the land to which I will be your
guide: 2And Iwill make of you a great nation, blessing you andmaking your
name great; and you will be a blessing: 3 To them who are good to you will
I give blessing, and on him who does you wrong will I put my curse: and
you will become a name of blessing to all the families of the earth. 4 So
Abram went as the Lord had said to him, and Lot went with him: Abram
was seventy-five years old when he went away from Haran. 5 And Abram
took Sarai, his wife, and Lot, his brother's son, and all their goods and the
servants which they had got in Haran, and they went out to go to the land of
Canaan. 6And Abramwent through the land till he came to Shechem, to the
holy tree of Moreh. At that time, the Canaanites were still living in the land.
7And the Lord came to Abram, and said, I will give all this land to your seed;
then Abrammade an altar there to the Lord who had let himself be seen by
him. 8And moving on from there to the mountain on the east of Beth-el, he
put up his tent, having Beth-el on the west and Ai on the east: and there he
made an altar and gave worship to the name of the Lord. 9And he went on,
journeying still to the South. 10And because there was little food to be had
in that land, he went down into Egypt. 11Nowwhen he came near to Egypt,
he said to Sarai, his wife, Truly, you are a fair woman and beautiful to the
eye; 12 And I am certain that when the men of Egypt see you, they will say,
This is his wife: and theywill putme to death and keep you. 13Say, then, that
you are my sister, and so it will be well with me because of you, and my life
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will be kept safe on your account. 14 And so it was that when Abram came
into Egypt, the men of Egypt, looking on the woman, saw that she was fair.
15And Pharaoh's great men, having seen her, said words in praise of her to
Pharaoh, and she was taken into Pharaoh's house. 16And because of her, he
was good toAbram, andhehad sheep and oxen and asses, andmen-servants
and women-servants, and camels. 17 And the Lord sent great troubles on
Pharaoh's house because of Sarai, Abram's wife. 18 Then Pharaoh sent for
Abram, and said, What have you done to me? why did you not say that she
was yourwife? 19Whydid you say that shewas your sister? so that I took her
for my wife: now, take your wife and go on your way. 20And Pharaoh gave
orders to hismen, and they sent him on hisway, with hiswife and all he had.

13
1AndAbramwentupoutofEgyptwithhiswifeandall hehad, andLotwith

him, and they came in to the South. 2Now Abram had great wealth of cattle
and silver and gold. 3And travelling on from the South, he came to Beth-el,
to the place where his tent had been before, between Beth-el and Ai; 4To the
place where he had made his first altar, and there Abram gave worship to
the name of the Lord. 5And Lot, who went with him, had flocks and herds
and tents; 6 So that the land was not wide enough for the two of them: their
propertywas so great that therewas not room for them together. 7And there
was an argument between the keepers of Abram's cattle and the keepers of
Lot's cattle: at that time the Canaanites and Perizzites were still living in the
land. 8 Then Abram said to Lot, Let there be no argument between me and
you, and between my herdmen and your herdmen, for we are brothers. 9 Is
not all the land before you? then let us go our separate ways: if you go to the
left, I will go to the right; or if you take the right, I will go to the left. 10And
Lot, lifting up his eyes and looking an the valley of Jordan, saw that it was
well watered everywhere, before the Lord had sent destruction on Sodom
and Gomorrah; it was like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, on
the way to Zoar. 11 So Lot took for himself all the valley of Jordan, and went
to the east, and they were parted from one another. 12Abramwent on living
in the land of Canaan, and Lot went to the lowland towns, moving his tent as
far as Sodom. 13Now the men of Sodomwere evil, and great sinners before
the Lord. 14And the Lord had said to Abram, after Lot was parted from him,
From this place where you are take a look to the north and to the south, to
the east and to the west: 15 For all the land which you see I will give to you
and to your seed for ever. 16 And I will make your children like the dust of
the earth, so that if the dust of the earth may be numbered, then will your
children be numbered. 17Come, go through all the land from one end to the
other for I will give it to you. 18And Abram,moving his tent, came andmade
his living-place by the holy tree of Mamre, which is in Hebron, andmade an
altar there to the Lord.

14
1 Now in the days of Amraphel, king of Shinar, Arioch, king of Ellasar,

Chedorlaomer, king of Elam, and Tidal, king of Goiim, 2Theymadewar with
Bera, king of Sodom, and with Birsha, king of Gomorrah, Shinab, king of
Admah, and Shemeber, king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (which is Zoar).
3All these came together in the valley of Siddim (which is the Salt Sea). 4For
twelve years theywereunder the rule of Chedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth
year they put off his control. 5 And in the fourteenth year, Chedorlaomer
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and the kings who were on his side, overcame the Rephaim in Ashteroth-
karnaim, and the Zuzim in Ham, and the Emim in Shaveh-kiriathaim, 6And
the Horites in their mountain Seir, driving them as far as El-paran, which is
near thewaste land. 7Then they cameback to En-mishpat (which is Kadesh),
makingwaste all the country of the Amalekites and of the Amorites living in
Hazazon-tamar. 8And the king of Sodomwith the king of Gomorrah and the
king of Admah and the king of Zeboiim and the king of Bela (that is Zoar),
went out, and put their forces in position in the valley of Siddim, 9 Against
Chedorlaomer, king of Elam, and Tidal, king of Goiim, and Amraphel, king
of Shinar, and Arioch, king of Ellasar: four kings against the five. 10 Now
the valley of Siddimwas full of holes of sticky earth; and the kings of Sodom
and Gomorrah were put to flight and came to their end there, but the rest
got away to the mountain. 11And the four kings took all the goods and food
from Sodom and Gomorrah and went on their way. 12And in addition they
took Lot, Abram's brother's son, who was living in Sodom, and all his goods.
13 And one who had got away from the fight came and gave word of it to
Abram the Hebrew, who was living by the holy tree of Mamre, the Amorite,
the brother of Eshcol and Aner, who were friends of Abram. 14And Abram,
hearing that his brother's son had been made a prisoner, took a band of his
trained men, three hundred and eighteen of them, sons of his house, and
went after them as far as Dan. 15 And separating his forces by night, he
overcame them, putting them to flight and going after them as far as Hobah,
which is on the north side of Damascus. 16And he got back all the goods, and
Lot, his brother's son, with his goods and the women and the people. 17And
whenhewas coming back after putting to flight Chedorlaomer and the other
kings, he had a meeting with the king of Sodom in the valley of Shaveh, that
is, the King's Valley. 18AndMelchizedek, king of Salem, the priest of theMost
HighGod, tookbread andwine, 19Andblessinghim, said,May theblessing of
the Most High God, maker of heaven and earth, be on Abram: 20And let the
Most High God be praised, who has given into your hands those who were
against you. Then Abram gave him a tenth of all the goods he had taken.
21And the king of Sodom said to Abram, Give me the prisoners and take the
goods for yourself. 22But Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have taken an
oath to the Lord, theMostHighGod,maker of heaven and earth, 23That Iwill
not take so much as a thread or the cord of a shoe of yours; so that you may
not say, I have givenwealth to Abram: 24Givemenothing but the foodwhich
the fighting-men who went with me have had; but let Aner and Eshcol and
Mamre have their part of the goods.

15
1After these things, thewordof theLord came toAbram inavision, saying,

Have no fear, Abram: I will keep you safe, and great will be your reward.
2AndAbram said,Whatwill you giveme? for I have no child and this Eliezer
of Damascus will have all my wealth after me. 3And Abram said, You have
given me no child, and a servant in my house will get the heritage. 4 Then
said the Lord, This man will not get the heritage, but a son of your body will
have your property after you. 5And he took him out into the open air, and
said to him, Let your eyes be lifted to heaven, and see if the stars may be
numbered; even so will your seed be. 6And he had faith in the Lord, and it
was put to his account as righteousness. 7And he said to him, I am the Lord,
who took you fromUr of the Chaldees, to give you this land for your heritage.
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8And he said, O Lord God, how may I be certain that it will be mine? 9And
he said, Take a young cow of three years old, and a she-goat of three years
old, and a sheep of three years old, and a dove and a young pigeon. 10 All
thesehe took, cutting themin twoandputtingonehalf opposite theother, but
not cutting the birds in two. 11And evil birds came down on the bodies, but
Abram sent them away. 12Nowwhen the sun was going down, a deep sleep
cameonAbram, andadark cloudof fear. 13Andhe said toAbram, Truly, your
seed will be living in a land which is not theirs, as servants to a people who
will be cruel to them for four hundred years; 14But I will be the judge of that
nation whose servants they are, and they will come out from among them
with great wealth. 15As for you, you will go to your fathers in peace; at the
endofa long life youwill beput inyour last resting-place. 16And in the fourth
generation they will come back here; for at present the sin of the Amorite is
not full. 17Thenwhen the sunwent down and it was dark, he saw a smoking
fire and aflaming lightwhichwent between the parts of the bodies. 18 In that
day the Lordmade an agreement with Abram, and said, To your seed have I
given this land from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates:
19 The Kenite, the Kenizzite, and the Kadmonite, 20 And the Hittite, and the
Perizzite, and the Rephaim, 21And the Amorite, and the Canaanite, and the
Girgashite, and the Jebusite.

16
1 Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had given him no children; and she had a

servant, a woman of Egypt whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to
Abram, See, the Lord has not let me have children; go in to my servant, for
I may get a family through her. And Abram did as Sarai said. 3 So after
Abramhad been living for ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai took Hagar,
her Egyptian servant, and gave her to Abram for his wife. 4And he went in
to Hagar and she became with child, and when she saw that she was with
child, she no longer had any respect for hermaster's wife. 5And Sarai said to
Abram, May my wrong be on you: I gave you my servant for your wife and
when she saw that shewaswith child, she no longer had any respect forme:
may the Lord be judge between you andme. 6And Abram said, The woman
is in your power; do with her whatever seems good to you. And Sarai was
cruel to her, so that she went running away from her. 7And an angel of the
Lord came to her by a fountain of water in the waste land, by the fountain
on the way to Shur. 8 And he said, Hagar, Sarai's servant, where have you
come from andwhere are you going? And she said, I am running away from
Sarai,mymaster'swife. 9And the angel said to her, Go back, and put yourself
under her authority. 10 And the angel of the Lord said, Your seed will be
greatly increased so that it may not be numbered. 11 And the angel of the
Lord said, See, you are with child and will give birth to a son, to whom you
will give the name Ishmael, because the ears of the Lord were open to your
sorrow. 12And he will be like a mountain ass among men; his hand will be
against every man and every man's hand against him, and he will keep his
placeagainst all his brothers. 13And to theLordwhowas talkingwithher she
gave this name, You are a Godwho is seen; for she said, Have I not even here
in the waste land had a vision of God and am still living? 14 So that fountain
was named, Fountain of Life and Vision: it is between Kadesh and Bered.
15And Hagar gave birth to a child, the son of Abram, to whom Abram gave
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the name of Ishmael. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar gave
birth to Ishmael.

17
1When Abramwas ninety-nine years old, the Lord came to him, and said,

I am God, Ruler of all; go in my ways and be upright in all things, 2 And I
will make an agreement between you and me, and your offspring will be
greatly increased. 3And Abramwent down on his face on the earth, and the
Lord God went on talking with him, and said, 4As for me, my agreement is
madewith you, andyouwill be the father of nationswithout end. 5No longer
will your name be Abram, but Abraham, for I havemade you the father of a
number of nations. 6 I will make you very fertile, so that nations will come
fromyou andkingswill be your offspring. 7And Iwillmake betweenmeand
you and your seed after you through all generations, an eternal agreement
to be a God to you and to your seed after you. 8And to you and to your seed
after you, I will give the land in which you are living, all the land of Canaan
for an eternal heritage; and I will be their God. 9And God said to Abraham,
On your side, you are to keep the agreement, you and your seed after you
through all generations. 10And this is the agreement which you are to keep
with me, you and your seed after you: every male among you is to undergo
circumcision. 11 In the flesh of your private parts you are to undergo it, as
a mark of the agreement between me and you. 12 Every male among you,
from one generation to another, is to undergo circumcision when he is eight
days old, with every servant whose birth takes place in your house, or for
whomyou gavemoney to someone of another country, and not of your seed.
13Hewho comes to birth in your house andhewho ismade yours for a price,
all are to undergo circumcision; so that my agreement may be marked in
your flesh, an agreement for all time. 14And anymalewho does not undergo
circumcisionwill be cut off fromhis people: my agreement has been broken
by him. 15And God said, As for Sarai, your wife, from now her name will be
not Sarai, but Sarah. 16And I will give her a blessing so that you will have a
son by her: truly my blessing will be on her, and she will be the mother of
nations: kings of peoples will be her offspring. 17Then Abrahamwent down
on his face, and laughing, said in his heart, May a man a hundred years old
have a child? will Sarah, at ninety years old, give birth? 18 And Abraham
said to God, If only Ishmael's lifemight be your care! 19AndGod said, Not so;
but Sarah, your wife, will have a son, and you will give him the name Isaac,
and Iwillmakemy agreementwith him for ever andwith his seed after him.
20As for Ishmael, I have given ear to your prayer: truly I have given himmy
blessing and I will make him fertile and give him great increase; he will be
the father of twelve chiefs, and I will make him a great nation. 21 But my
agreement will be with Isaac, to whom Sarahwill give birth a year from this
time. 22 And having said these words, God went up from Abraham. 23 And
Abraham took Ishmael, his son, and all whose birth had taken place in his
house, and all his servants whom he had made his for a price, every male
of his house, and on that very day he gave them circumcision in the flesh of
their private parts asGodhad said to him. 24Abrahamwasninety-nine years
old when he underwent circumcision. 25And Ishmael, his son, was thirteen
years old when he underwent circumcision. 26 Abraham and Ishmael, his
son, underwent circumcision on that very day. 27 And all the men of his
house, those whose birth had taken place in the house and those whom he
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had got for money from men of other lands, underwent circumcision with
him.

18
1Now theLord came tohimby theholy tree ofMamre,whenhewas seated

in thedoorwayofhis tent in themiddle of theday; 2And liftinguphis eyes, he
saw three men before him; and seeing them, he went quickly to them from
the door of the tent, and went down on his face to the earth; 3And said, My
Lord, ifnowIhavegrace inyoureyes, donotgoaway fromyourservant: 4Let
me get water for washing your feet, and take your rest under the tree: 5And
let me get a bit of bread to keep up your strength, and after that you may go
on your way: for this is why you have come to your servant. And they said,
Let it be so. 6 Then Abraham went quickly into the tent, and said to Sarah,
Get three measures of meal straight away and make cakes. 7 And running
to the herd, he took a young ox, soft and fat, and gave it to the servant and
he quickly made it ready; 8 And he took butter and milk and the young ox
which he had made ready and put it before them, waiting by them under
the tree while they took food. 9 And they said to him, Where is Sarah your
wife? And he said, She is in the tent. 10 And he said, I will certainly come
back to you in the spring, and Sarah your wife will have a son. And his
words came to the ears of Sarahwhowas at the back of the tent-door. 11Now
Abraham and Sarah were very old, and Sarah was past the time for giving
birth. 12 And Sarah, laughing to herself, said, Now that I am used up am I
still to have pleasure, my husband himself being old? 13And the Lord said,
Why was Sarah laughing and saying, Is it possible for me, being old, to give
birth to a child? 14 Is there any wonder which the Lord is not able to do? At
the time I said, in the spring, I will come back to you, and Sarah will have a
child. 15 Then Sarah said, I was not laughing; for she was full of fear. And
he said, No, but you were laughing. 16 And the men went on from there in
the direction of Sodom; and Abraham went with them on their way. 17And
the Lord said, Am I to keep back from Abraham the knowledge of what I do;
18Seeing that Abrahamwill certainly become a great and strong nation, and
his name will be used by all the nations of the earth as a blessing? 19 For I
havemade himmine so that hemay give orders to his children and those of
his line after him, to keep the ways of the Lord, to do what is good and right:
so that the Lord may do to Abraham as he has said. 20 And the Lord said,
Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is very great, and their sin
is very evil, 21 Iwill go downnow, and see if their acts are as bad as they seem
from the outcry which has come to me; and if they are not, I will see. 22And
the men, turning from that place, went on to Sodom: but Abrahamwas still
waiting before the Lord. 23And Abraham came near, and said, Will you let
destruction come on the upright with the sinners? 24 If by chance there are
fifty upright men in the town, will you give the place to destruction and not
have mercy on it because of the fifty upright men? 25Let such a thing be far
from you, to put the upright to deathwith the sinner: will not the judge of all
the earth do right? 26And the Lord said, If there are fifty upright men in the
town, I will have mercy on it because of them. 27And Abraham answering
said, Truly, I who am only dust, have undertaken to put my thoughts before
the Lord: 28 If by chance there are five less than fifty upright men, will you
give up all the town to destruction because of these five? And he said, I will
not give it to destruction if there are forty-five. 29And again he said to him,
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By chance there may be forty there. And he said, I will not do it if there are
forty. 30And he said, Let not the Lord be angry withme if I say,What if there
are thirty there? And he said, I will not do it if there are thirty. 31 And he
said, See now, I have undertaken to putmy thoughts before the Lord: what if
there are twenty there? Andhe said, Iwill havemercy because of the twenty.
32Andhe said, O let not the Lord be angry and Iwill say only onewordmore:
by chance there may be ten there. And he said, I will havemercy because of
the ten. 33And the Lord went on his way when his talk with Abraham was
ended, and Abrahamwent back to his place.

19
1And at nightfall the two angels came to Sodom; and Lot was seated at the

way into the town: and when he saw them he got up and came before them,
falling down on his face to the earth. 2And he said, My masters, come now
into your servant's house and take your rest there for the night, and let your
feet bewashed; and early in themorning youmay go on yourway. And they
said, Not so, but we will take our night's rest in the street. 3But he made his
requestmore strongly, so theywentwith him into his house; and he got food
ready for them, andmadeunleavenedbread, ofwhich they took. 4Butbefore
theyhad gone to bed, themenof the town, all themenof Sodom, came round
the house, young and old, from every part of the town; 5 And crying out to
Lot, they said, Where are the men who came to your house this night? Send
them out to us, so that we may take our pleasure with them. 6And Lot went
out to them in the doorway, shutting the door after him. 7And he said, My
brothers, do not this evil. 8 See now, I have two unmarried daughters; I will
send them out to you so that you may do to them whatever seems good to
you: only do nothing to thesemen, for this is why they have come under the
shade of my roof. 9And they said, Give way there. This one man, they said,
came here from a strange country, and will he now be our judge? now we
will do worse to you than to them; and pushing violently against Lot, they
came near to get the door broken in. 10But the men put out their hands and
took Lot into the house to them, shutting the door again. 11But themenwho
were outside the door they made blind, all of them, small and great, so that
theywere tired outwith looking for the door. 12Then themen said to Lot, Are
there any others of your family here? sons-in-law or sons or daughters, take
themall outof thisplace; 13Forweareabout to senddestructionon thisplace,
because a great outcry against themhas come to the ears of the Lord; and the
Lordhas sent us to put an end to the town. 14AndLotwent out and said to his
sons-in-law, who were married to his daughters, Come, let us go out of this
place, for the Lord is about to send destruction on the town. But his sons-
in-law did not take him seriously. 15 And when morning came, the angels
did all in their power to make Lot go, saying, Get up quickly and take your
wife and your two daughters who are here, and go, for fear that you come
to destruction in the punishment of the town. 16 But while he was waiting,
the men took him and his wife and his daughters by the hand, for the Lord
had mercy on them, and put them outside the town. 17And when they had
put themout, he said, Go for your life, without looking back orwaiting in the
lowland; go quickly to the mountain or you will come to destruction. 18And
Lot said to them, Not so, O my Lord; 19 See now, your servant has had grace
in your eyes and great is your mercy in keeping my life from destruction,
but I am not able to get as far as the mountain before evil overtakes me and
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death; 20 This town, now, is near, and it is a little one: O, let me go there (is
it not a little one?) so that my life may be safe. 21 And he said, See, I have
given you your request in this one thingmore: I will not send destruction on
this town. 22Go there quickly, for I am not able to do anything till you have
come there. For this reason, the town was named Zoar. 23 The sun was up
when Lot came to Zoar. 24Then the Lord sent fire and flaming smoke raining
down from heaven on Sodom and Gomorrah. 25And he sent destruction on
those towns,with all the lowland and all the people of those towns and every
green thing in the land. 26But Lot'swife, looking back, becameapillar of salt.
27And Abraham got up early in themorning andwent to the place where he
had been talkingwith the Lord: 28And looking in the direction of Sodomand
Gomorrah and the lowland, he saw the smoke of the land going up like the
smoke of an oven. 29So it came about that when God sent destruction on the
towns of the lowland, he kept hisword toAbraham, and sent Lot safely away
when he put an end to the towns where he was living. 30 Then Lot went up
out of Zoar to the mountain, and was living there with his two daughters,
for fear kept him from living in Zoar: and he and his daughters made their
living-place in a hole in the rock. 31And the older daughter said to her sister,
Our father is old, and there is no man to be a husband to us in the natural
way: 32Come, let us give our father much wine, and we will go into his bed,
so thatwemayhaveoffspringbyour father, 33And thatnight theymade their
father takemuchwine; and the older daughterwent into his bed; andhehad
noknowledge ofwhen shewent in orwhen shewent away. 34Andon theday
after, the older daughter said to the younger, Last night I waswithmy father;
letusmakehimtakemuchwine thisnight again, anddoyougo tohim, so that
wemay have offspring by our father. 35And that night again theymade their
father takemuch wine; and the younger daughter went into his bed; and he
had no knowledge of when she went in or when she went away. 36 And so
the two daughters of Lot were with child by their father. 37 And the older
daughter had a son, and she gave him the nameMoab: he is the father of the
Moabites to this day. 38And the younger had a son and gave him the name
Ben-ammi: from him come the children of Ammon to this day.

20
1And Abraham went on his way from there to the land of the South, and

was living between Kadesh and Shur, in Gerar. 2AndAbraham said of Sarah,
his wife, She is my sister: and Abimelech, king of Gerar, sent and took Sarah.
3But God came to Abimelech in a dream in the night, and said to him, Truly
you are a deadman because of the womanwhom you have taken; for she is
a man's wife. 4Now Abimelech had not come near her; and he said, Lord,
will you put to death an upright nation? 5Did he not say to me himself, She
is my sister? and she herself said, He is my brother: with an upright heart
and clean hands have I done this. 6 And God said to him in the dream, I
see that you have done this with an upright heart, and I have kept you from
sinning against me: for this reason I did not let you come near her. 7 So now,
give the man back his wife, for he is a prophet, and let him say a prayer for
you, so your life may be safe: but if you do not give her back, be certain that
deathwill come to you and all your house. 8So Abimelech got up early in the
morningandsent forallhis servantsandgave themwordof these things, and
they were full of fear. 9 Then Abimelech sent for Abraham, and said, What
have you done to us? what wrong have I done you that you have put on me
and onmykingdomso great a sin? Youhave done tome thingswhich are not
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to be done. 10And Abimelech said to Abraham, Why did you do this thing?
11And Abraham said, Because it seemed tome that there was no fear of God
in this place, and that theymight putme to death because ofmywife. 12And,
in fact, she is my sister, the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of
my mother; and she became my wife: 13And when God sent me wandering
from my father's house, I said to her, Let this be the sign of your love for
me; wherever we go, say of me, He is my brother. 14Then Abimelech gave to
Abraham sheep and oxen andmen-servants andwomen-servants, and gave
him back his wife Sarah. 15 And Abimelech said, See, all my land is before
you; take whatever place seems good to you. 16And he said to Sarah, See, I
have given to your brother a thousand bits of silver so that your wrongmay
be put right; now your honour is clear in the eyes of all. 17 Then Abraham
made prayer to God, and God made Abimelech well again, and his wife and
his women-servants, so that they had children. 18 For the Lord had kept
all the women of the house of Abimelech from having children, because of
Sarah, Abraham's wife.

21
1 And the Lord came to Sarah as he had said and did to her as he had

undertaken. 2And Sarah becamewith child, and gave Abraham a son when
he was old, at the time named by God. 3 And Abraham gave to his son, to
whom Sarah had given birth, the name Isaac. 4And when his son Isaac was
eight days old, Abrahammadehimundergo circumcision, as Godhad said to
him. 5Now Abraham was a hundred years old when the birth of Isaac took
place. 6And Sarah said, God has given me cause for laughing, and everyone
whohas news of itwill be laughingwithme. 7And she said,Whowould have
said to Abraham that Sarah would have a child at her breast? for see, I have
given him a son nowwhen he is old. 8Andwhen the child was old enough to
be taken from the breast, Abrahammade a great feast. 9And Sarah saw the
sonofHagar theEgyptianplayingwith Isaac. 10So she said toAbraham, Send
away thatwomanandher son: for the sonof thatwoman isnot tohaveapart
in the heritage with my son Isaac. 11And this was a great grief to Abraham
because of his son. 12But God said, Let it not be a grief to you because of the
boy and Hagar his mother; give ear to whatever Sarah says to you, because
it is from Isaac that your seed will take its name. 13And I will make a nation
of the son of your servant-woman, because he is your seed. 14And early in
themorning Abraham got up, and gave Hagar some bread and awater-skin,
and put the boy on her back, and sent her away: and she went, wandering
in the waste land of Beer-sheba. 15And when all the water in the skin was
used up, she put the child down under a tree. 16And shewent some distance
away, about anarrowflight, and seatingherself on the earth, she gaveway to
bitter weeping, saying, Let me not see the death of my child. 17And the boy's
cry came to the ears of God; and the angel of God said to Hagar fromheaven,
Hagar, why are you weeping? have no fear, for the child's cry has come to
the ears of God. 18Come, take your child in your arms, for I will make of him
a great nation. 19ThenGodmade her eyes open, and she saw awater-spring,
and she got water in the skin and gave the boy a drink. 20And God was with
the boy, and he became tall and strong, and he became a bowman, living in
the waste land. 21And while he was in the waste land of Paran, his mother
got him a wife from the land of Egypt. 22Now at that time, Abimelech and
Phicol, the captain of his army, said to Abraham, I see that God is with you
in all you do. 23Now, then, give me your oath, in the name of God, that you
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will not be false tome or tomy sons afterme, but that as I have been good to
you, so youwill be tome and to this landwhere you have been living. 24And
Abraham said, I will give you my oath. 25 But Abraham made a protest to
Abimelech because of a water-hole which Abimelech's servants had taken
by force. 26But Abimelech said, I have no idea who has done this thing; you
never gave me word of it, and I had no knowledge of it till this day. 27 And
Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and the two of
themmade an agreement together. 28And Abraham put seven young lambs
of the flock on one side by themselves. 29 Then Abimelech said, What are
these seven lambs which you have put on one side? 30 And he said, Take
these seven lambs from me as a witness that I have made this water-hole.
31So he gave that place the name Beer-sheba, because there the two of them
had given their oaths. 32 So they made an agreement at Beer-sheba, and
Abimelech and Phicol, the captain of his army, went back to the land of the
Philistines. 33 And Abraham, after planting a holy tree in Beer-sheba, gave
worship to the name of the Lord, the Eternal God. 34And Abrahamwent on
living in the land of the Philistines as in a strange country.

22
1 Now after these things, God put Abraham to the test, and said to him,

Abraham; and he said, Here am I. 2And he said to him, Take your son, your
dearly loved only son Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah and give him as a
burned offering on one of themountains ofwhich Iwill give you knowledge.
3AndAbrahamgotupearly in themorning, andmade readyhis ass, and took
with him two of his young men and Isaac, his son, and after the wood for
the burned offering had been cut, he went on his way to the place of which
God had given him word. 4 And on the third day, Abraham, lifting up his
eyes, saw the place a long way off. 5 Then he said to his young men, Keep
here with the ass; and I and the boy will go on and give worship and come
back again to you. 6And Abraham put the wood for the burned offering on
his son's back, and he himself took the fire and the knife in his hand, and
the two of them went on together. 7 Then Isaac said to Abraham, My father;
and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, We have wood and fire here,
but where is the lamb for the burned offering? 8 And Abraham said, God
himself will give the lamb for the burned offering: so they went on together.
9 And they came to the place of which God had given him knowledge; and
there Abraham made the altar and put the wood in place on it, and having
made tight the bands round Isaac his son, he put him on the wood on the
altar. 10And stretching out his hand, Abraham took the knife to put his son
to death. 11But the voice of the angel of the Lord came from heaven, saying,
Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. 12 And he said, Let not your
hand be stretched out against the boy to do anything to him; for now I am
certain that the fear of God is in your heart, because you have not kept back
your son, your only son, from me. 13And lifting up his eyes, Abraham saw
a sheep fixed by its horns in the brushwood: and Abraham took the sheep
and made a burned offering of it in place of his son. 14And Abraham gave
that place the name Yahweh-yireh: as it is said to this day, In the mountain
the Lord is seen. 15And the voice of the angel of the Lord came to Abraham a
second time from heaven, 16 Saying, I have taken an oath by my name, says
the Lord, because you have done this and have not kept back fromme your
dearly loved only son, 17That I will certainly give youmy blessing, and your
seed will be increased like the stars of heaven and the sand by the seaside;
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your seed will take the land of those who are against them; 18And your seed
will be ablessing to all thenations of the earth, because youhavedonewhat I
gaveyouorders todo. 19ThenAbrahamwentback tohis youngmenand they
went together to Beer-sheba, the place where Abraham was living. 20After
these things, Abraham had news that Milcah, the wife of his brother Nahor,
hadgivenbirth to children; 21Uz theoldest, andBuzhis brother, andKemuel,
the father of Aram, 22 And Chesed and Hazo and Pildash and Jidlaph and
Bethuel. 23Bethuel was the father of Rebekah: these eight were the children
of Milcah and Nahor, Abraham's brother. 24 And his servant Reumah gave
birth to Tebah and Gaham and Tahash andMaacah.

23
1Now the years of Sarah's life were a hundred and twenty-seven. 2 And

Sarah's death took place in Kiriath-arba, that is, Hebron, in the land of
Canaan: and Abraham went into his house, weeping and sorrowing for
Sarah. 3And Abraham came from his dead and said to the children of Heth,
4 I am living among you as one from a strange country: give me some land
here as my property, so that I may put my dead to rest. 5 And in answer
the children of Heth said to Abraham, 6My lord, truly you are a great chief
among us; take the best of our resting-places for your dead; not one of us
will keep back from you a place where youmay put your dead to rest. 7And
Abraham got up and gave honour to the children of Heth, the people of that
land. 8Andhe said to them, If youwill letmeputmydead to rest here,makea
request for me to Ephron, the son of Zohar, 9That he will giveme the hollow
in the rock named Machpelah, which is his property at the end of his field;
let him give it to me for its full price as a resting-place for my dead among
you. 10NowEphronwas seated among the children of Heth: and Ephron the
Hittite gave Abraham his answer in the hearing of the children of Heth, and
of all thosewho came into his town, saying, 11No,my lord, I will give you the
field with the hollow in the rock; before all the children of my people will I
give it to you for a resting-place for your dead. 12And Abraham went down
on his face before the people of the land. 13And Abraham said to Ephron, in
the hearing of the people of the land, If only you will give ear to me, I will
give you the price of the field; take it, and let me put my dead to rest there.
14 So Ephron said to Abraham, 15My lord, give ear to me: the value of the
land is four hundred shekels; what is that betweenme and you? so put your
dead to rest there. 16 And Abraham took note of the price fixed by Ephron
in the hearing of the children of Heth, and gave him four hundred shekels
in current money. 17 So Ephron's field at Machpelah near Mamre, with the
hollow in the rock and all the trees in the field and round it, 18 Became the
property of Abraham before the eyes of the children of Heth and of all who
came into the town. 19ThenAbrahamput Sarah hiswife to rest in the hollow
rock in the field of Machpelah near Mamre, that is, Hebron in the land of
Canaan. 20And the field and the hollow rock were handed over to Abraham
as his property by the children of Heth.

24
1Now Abraham was old and far on in years: and the Lord had given him

everything in full measure. 2 And Abraham said to his chief servant, the
manager of all his property, Come now, put your hand under my leg: 3And
take an oath by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of the earth, that
youwill not get awife formy son Isaac from the daughters of the Canaanites
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among whom I am living; 4 But that you will go into my country and to my
relations and get a wife there for my son Isaac. 5And the servant said, If by
chance thewomanwill not comewithme into this land, am I to take your son
back again to the land fromwhich you came? 6AndAbraham said, Take care
that you do not let my son go back to that land. 7 The Lord God of heaven,
who took me from my father's house and from the land of my birth, and
made an oath to me, saying, To your seed I will give this land: he will send
his angel before you and give you a wife for my son in that land. 8 And if
thewomanwill not comewith you, then you are free from this oath; only do
not takemy son back there. 9And the servant put his hand under Abraham's
leg, and gave him his oath about this thing. 10 And the servant took ten of
his master's camels, and all sorts of good things of his master's, and went to
Mesopotamia, to the town of Nahor. 11 And he made the camels take their
rest outside the town by the water-spring in the evening, at the time when
the women came to get water. 12And he said, O Lord, the God of my master
Abraham, let me do well in what I have undertaken this day, and give your
mercy tomymaster Abraham. 13See, I amwaiting here by thewater-spring;
and the daughters of the town are coming out to get water: 14Now, may the
girl towhom I say, Let downyour vessel and givemeadrink, andwho says in
answer,Here is adrink for youand letmegivewater to your camels: may she
be the onemarked out by you for your servant Isaac: somay I be certain that
you have been good to my master Abraham. 15 And even before his words
were ended, Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel, the son of Milcah, who was
thewife of Nahor, Abraham's brother, came outwith herwater-vessel on her
arm. 16 She was a very beautiful girl, a virgin, who had never been touched
by aman: and she went down to the spring to get water in her vessel. 17And
the servant came running to her and said, Give me a little water from your
vessel. 18And she said, Take a drink, my lord: and quickly letting down her
vessel onto her hand, she gave him a drink. 19Andhaving done so, she said, I
will getwater for your camels till they have had enough. 20And after putting
thewater fromher vessel into the animals' drinking-place, shewent quickly
back to the spring and got water for all the camels. 21And the man, looking
at her, said nothing, waiting to see if the Lord had given his journey a good
outcome. 22Andwhen the camels hadhad enough, theman took a gold nose-
ring, half a shekel in weight, and two ornaments for her arms of ten shekels
weight of gold; 23 And said to her, Whose daughter are you? is there room
in your father's house for us? 24 And she said to him, I am the daughter of
Bethuel, the son of Milcah, Nahor's wife. 25 And she said, We have a great
store of dry grass and cattle-food, and there is room for you. 26Andwith bent
head the man gave worship to the Lord; 27 And said, Praise be to the Lord,
the God of my master Abraham, who has given a sign that he is good and
true tomymaster, by guidingme straight to the house ofmymaster's family.
28So the girl went running and took the news of these things to hermother's
house 29NowRebekahhad a brother namedLaban, and he came out quickly
to the man at the water-spring. 30 And when he saw the nose-ring and the
ornaments on his sister's hands, and when she gave him word of what the
man had said to her, then he went out to the man who was waiting with the
camels by the water-spring. 31 And he said to him, Come in, you on whom
is the blessing of the Lord; why are you waiting outside? for I have made
the house ready for you, and a place for the camels. 32 Then the man came
into the house, and Laban took their cords off the camels and gave them dry
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grass and food, and he gave to him and the men who were with him water
for washing their feet. 33 And meat was put before him, but he said, I will
not take food till I have made my business clear to you. And they said, Do
so. 34And he said, I am Abraham's servant. 35The Lord has givenmymaster
every blessing, and he has become great: he has given him flocks and herds
and silver and gold, andmen-servants andwomen-servants and camels and
asses. 36Andwhen Sarah, mymaster's wife, was old, she gave birth to a son,
to whom he has given all he has. 37And my master made me take an oath,
saying, Do not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites
among whom I am living; 38But go to my father's house and to my relations
for a wife for my son. 39 And I said to my master, What if the woman will
not come with me? 40And he said, The Lord, whom I have ever kept before
me, will send his angel with you, who will make it possible for you to get a
wife for my son frommy relations andmy father's house; 41And you will be
free from your oath to me when you come to my people; and if they will not
give her to you, you will be free from your oath. 42And I came today to the
water-spring, and I said, O Lord, the God of mymaster Abraham, if it is your
purpose to giveagoodoutcome tomy journey, 43Let it comeabout that,while
I am waiting here by the water-spring, if a girl comes to get water and I say
to her, Give me a little water from your vessel, and she says, 44Take a drink,
and I will get water for your camels; let her be the woman marked out by
the Lord for my master's son. 45And even while I was saying this to myself,
Rebekah came out with her vessel on her arm; and she went down to the
spring to get water; and I said to her, Give me a drink. 46And straight away
she took down her vessel from her arm, and said, Take a drink, and I will get
water for your camels. 47 And questioning her, I said, Whose daughter are
you? And she said, The daughter of Bethuel, the son of Nahor, andMilcah his
wife. Then I put the ring onhernose and the ornaments onherhands. 48And
with bent head I gave worship and praise to the Lord, the God of mymaster
Abraham, bywhom I had been guided in the rightway, to get the daughter of
my master's brother for his son. 49And now, say if you will do what is good
and right formymaster ornot, in order that itmaybe clear tomewhat I have
to do. 50 Then Laban and Bethuel said in answer, This is the Lord's doing: it
is not for us to say Yes or No to you. 51 See, here is Rebekah: take her and
go, and let her be your master's son's wife, as the Lord has said. 52 And at
these words, Abraham's servant went down on his face and gave praise to
the Lord. 53 Then he took jewels of silver and jewels of gold and fair robes
and gave them to Rebekah: and he gave things of value to her mother and
her brother. 54Then he and themenwhowerewith him had food and drink,
and took their rest there that night; and in the morning he got up, and said,
Let me now go back to my master. 55 But her brother and her mother said,
Let the girl be with us a week or ten days, and then she may go. 56 And he
said, Do not keep me; the Lord has given a good outcome to my journey; let
me now go back tomymaster. 57And they said,Wewill send for the girl, and
let her make the decision. 58And they sent for Rebekah and said to her, Are
you ready to gowith thisman? And she said, I am ready. 59So they sent their
sister Rebekah and her servant with Abraham's servant and hismen. 60And
they gave Rebekah their blessing, saying, O sister, may you be the mother of
thousands and ten thousands; and may your seed overcome all those who
make war against them. 61 So Rebekah and her servant-women went with
the man, seated on the camels; and so the servant took Rebekah and went
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on his way. 62Now Isaac had come through the waste land to Beer-lahai-roi;
for he was living in the South. 63And when the evening was near, he went
wandering out into the fields, and lifting up his eyes he saw camels coming.
64And when Rebekah, looking up, saw Isaac, she got down from her camel,
65And said to the servant, Who is that man coming to us through the field?
And the servant said, It is my master: then she took her veil, covering her
facewith it. 66Then the servant gave Isaac the story of all hehaddone. 67And
Isaac took Rebekah into his tent and she became his wife; and in his love for
her, Isaac was comforted after his father's death.

25
1 And Abraham took another wife named Keturah. 2 She became the

mother of Zimran and Jokshan and Medan and Midian and Ishbak and
Shuah. 3 And Jokshan became the father of Sheba and Dedan. And from
Dedan came the Asshurim and Letushim and Leummim. 4And fromMidian
came Ephah and Epher and Hanoch and Abida and Eldaah. All these were
the offspring of Keturah. 5NowAbraham gave all his property to Isaac; 6But
to the sons of his other women he gave offerings, and sent them away, while
he was still living, into the east country. 7Now the years of Abraham's life
were a hundred and seventy-five. 8And Abraham came to his death, an old
man, full of years; and he was put to rest with his people. 9 And Isaac and
Ishmael, his sons, put him to rest in the hollow rock of Machpelah, in the
field of Ephron, the son of Zohar the Hittite, near Mamre; 10 The same field
which Abraham got from the children of Heth: there Abraham was put to
rest with Sarah, his wife. 11 Now after the death of Abraham, the blessing
of God was with Isaac, his son. 12Now these are the generations of Ishmael,
the son of Abraham, whose mother was Hagar the Egyptian, the servant of
Sarah: 13 These are the names of the sons of Ishmael by their generations:
Ishmael's first sonwas Nebaioth; then Kedar and Adbeel andMibsam 14And
Mishma and Dumah and Massa, 15 Hadad and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and
Kedemah: 16 These are the sons of Ishmael, and these are their names in
their towns and their tent-circles; twelve chiefs with their peoples. 17 And
the years of Ishmael's life were a hundred and thirty-seven: and he came to
his end, and was put to rest with his people. 18And their country was from
Havilah to Shur which is east of Egypt: they took their place to the east of
all their brothers. 19Now these are the generations of Abraham's son Isaac:
20 Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel
the Aramaean of Paddan-aram, and the sister of Laban the Aramaean, to be
his wife. 21 Isaac made prayer to the Lord for his wife because she had no
children; and the Lord gave ear to his prayer, and Rebekah became with
child. 22 And the children were fighting together inside her, and she said,
If it is to be so, why am I like this? So she went to put her question to the
Lord. 23 And the Lord said to her, Two nations are in your body, and two
peoples will come to birth from you: the one will be stronger than the other,
and the older will be the servant of the younger. 24Andwhen the time came
for her to give birth, there were two children in her body. 25 And the first
came out red from head to foot like a robe of hair, and they gave him the
name of Esau. 26And after him, his brother came out, gripping Esau's foot;
and he was named Jacob: Isaac was sixty years old when she gave birth to
them. 27 And the boys came to full growth; and Esau became a man of the
open country, an expert bowman; but Jacobwas a quiet man, living in tents.
28Now Isaac's lovewas for Esau, becauseEsau'smeatwas greatly to his taste:
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butRebekahhadmore love for Jacob. 29Andoneday Jacobwascooking some
soup when Esau came in from the fields in great need of food; 30And Esau
said to Jacob, Give me a full meal of that red soup, for I am overcome with
need for food: for this reason he was named Edom. 31And Jacob said, First
of all give me your birthright. 32 And Esau said, Truly, I am at the point of
death: what profit is the birthright to me? 33And Jacob said, First of all give
meyour oath; andhe gave himhis oath, handing over his birthright to Jacob.
34Then Jacob gavehimbreadand soup; andhe took foodanddrink andwent
away, caring little for his birthright.

26
1 Then came a time of great need in the land, like that which had been

before in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went to Abimelech, king of the
Philistines, at Gerar. 2And the Lord came to him in a vision and said, Do not
go down to Egypt; keep in the land ofwhich Iwill give youknowledge: 3Keep
in this land, and I will be with you and give you my blessing; for to you and
to your seed will I give all these lands, giving effect to the oath which I made
to your father Abraham; 4 I will make your seed like the stars of heaven in
number, and will give them all these lands, and your seed will be a blessing
to all the nations of the earth; 5Because Abraham gave ear to my voice and
kept my words, my rules, my orders, and my laws. 6 So Isaac went on living
in Gerar; 7 And when he was questioned by the men of the place about his
wife, he said, She is my sister; fearing to say, She is my wife; for, he said, the
men of the place may put me to death on account of Rebekah; because she
is very beautiful. 8And when he had been there for some time, Abimelech,
king of the Philistines, looking through a window, saw Isaac playing with
Rebekah his wife. 9And he said to Isaac, It is clear that she is your wife: why
then did you say, She is my sister? And Isaac said, For fear that I might be
put to death because of her. 10Then Abimelech said, What have you done to
us? one of the people might well have had connection with your wife, and
the sin would have been ours. 11 And Abimelech gave orders to his people
that anyone touching Isaac or his wife was to be put to death. 12Now Isaac,
planting seed in that land, got in the same year fruit a hundred times as
much, for the blessing of the Lord was on him. 13 And his wealth became
very great, increasing more and more; 14 For he had great wealth of flocks
and herds and great numbers of servants; so that the Philistines were full
of envy. 15 Now all the water-holes, which his father's servants had made
in the days of Abraham, had been stopped up with earth by the Philistines.
16And Abimelech said to Isaac, Go away from us, for you are stronger than
we are. 17 So Isaac went away from there, and put up his tents in the valley
of Gerar, making his living-place there. 18 And he made again the water-
holes which had been made in the days of Abraham his father, and which
had been stopped up by the Philistines; and he gave them the names which
his father had given them. 19Now Isaac's servants made holes in the valley,
and came to a spring of flowing water. 20 But the herdmen of Gerar had a
fight with Isaac's herdmen, for they said, The spring is ours: so he gave the
spring the name of Esek, because there was a fight about it. 21 Then they
made another water-hole, and there was a fight about that, so he gave it the
name of Sitnah. 22Then hewent away from there, andmade another water-
hole, about which therewas no fighting: so he gave it the name of Rehoboth,
for he said, Now theLordhasmade room forus, andwewill have fruit in this



Genesis 26:23 25 Genesis 27:20

land. 23Andfromtherehewenton toBeer-sheba. 24Thatnight theLordcame
to him in a vision, and said, I am the God of your father Abraham: have no
fear for I amwith you, blessing you, and your seedwill be increased because
of my servant Abraham. 25 Then he made an altar there, and gave worship
to the name of the Lord, and he put up his tents there, and there his servants
made a water-hole. 26 And Abimelech had come to him from Gerar, with
Ahuzzath his friend and Phicol, the captain of his army. 27 And Isaac said
to them,Why have you come tome, seeing that in your hate for me you sent
me away from you? 28And they said, We saw clearly that the Lord was with
you: so we said, Let there be an oath between us and you, and let us make
an agreement with you; 29That youwill do us no damage, even as we put no
hand on you, and did you nothing but good, and sent you away in peace: and
now the blessing of the Lord is on you. 30Then hemade a feast for them, and
theyallhad foodanddrink. 31Andearly in themorning they tookanoathone
to the other: then Isaac sent themaway and theywent on theirway in peace.
32And that day Isaac's servants came to himand gavehimword of thewater-
hole which they had made, and said to him, We have come to water. 33And
he gave it the name of Shibah: so the name of that town is Beer-sheba to this
day. 34And when Esau was forty years old, he took as his wives Judith, the
daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Basemath, the daughter of Elon theHittite:
35And Isaac and Rebekah had grief of mind because of them.

27
1Nowwhen Isaacwas old and his eyes had become clouded so that hewas

not able to see, he sent for Esau, his first son, and said to him,My son: and he
said, Here am I. 2 And he said, See now, I am old, and my death may take
place at any time: 3 So take your arrows and your bow and go out to the
field and get meat for me; 4 And make me food, good to the taste, such as
is pleasing to me, and put it before me, so that I may have a meal and give
you my blessing before death comes to me. 5Now Isaac's words to his son
were said in Rebekah's hearing. Then Esau went out to get the meat. 6And
Rebekah said to Jacob, her son, Your father said to your brother Esau in my
hearing, 7Goandget someroe'smeat andmakemeagoodmeal, so that Imay
be full, and give youmyblessing before the Lord beforemydeath. 8Now,my
son, do what I say. 9 Go to the flock and get me two fat young goats; and I
will make of them ameal to your father's taste: 10And youwill take it to him,
so that he may have a good meal and give you his blessing before his death.
11 And Jacob said to Rebekah, his mother, But Esau my brother is covered
withhair,while I amsmooth: 12 If by chancemy fatherputshis handonme, it
will seem tohim that I am trickinghim, andhewill put a curse onme inplace
of a blessing. 13And hismother said, Let the curse be onme,my son: only do
as I say, andgoandget themforme. 14Sohewentandgot themand took them
to hismother: and shemade ameal to his father's taste. 15AndRebekah took
the fair robes of her oldest son, which were with her in the house, and put
them on Jacob, her younger son: 16And she put the skins of the young goats
on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck: 17 And she gave into the
hand of Jacob, her son, the meat and the bread which she had made ready.
18Andhe came to his father, and said,My father: andhe said, Here am I:who
are you,my son? 19And Jacob said, I amEsau, your oldest son; I have done as
you said: come now, be seated and take ofmymeat, so that youmay giveme
a blessing. 20And Isaac said, How is it that you have got it so quickly,my son?
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And he said, Because the Lord your God made it come my way. 21And Isaac
said, Come near so that I may put my hand on you, my son, and see if you
are trulymy son Esau or not. 22And Jacobwent near his father Isaac: and he
put his hands on him; and he said, The voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands
are the hands of Esau. 23And he did not make out who he was, because his
handswere coveredwithhair like his brother Esau's hands: so he gavehima
blessing. 24Andhe said, Are you trulymy sonEsau? Andhe said, I am. 25And
hesaid, Put it beforemeand Iwill takeofmyson'smeat, so that Imaygiveyou
ablessing. Andheput it beforehimandhe took it; andhegavehimwine, and
he had a drink. 26And his father Isaac said to him, Come near now, my son,
and give me a kiss. 27And he came near and gave him a kiss; and smelling
the smell of his clothing, he gave him a blessing, and said, See, the smell of
my son is like the smell of a field onwhich the blessing of the Lord has come:
28MayGod give you the dew of heaven, and the good things of the earth, and
grain andwine in full measure: 29Let peoples be your servants, and nations
go down before you: be lord over your brothers, and let your mother's sons
go down before you: a curse be on everyone by whom you are cursed, and
a blessing on those who give you a blessing. 30And when Isaac had come to
the end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob had not long gone away from Isaac his
father, Esau came in from the field. 31And hemade ready ameal, good to the
taste, and took it to his father, and said to him, Let my father get up and take
of his son's meat, so that you may give me a blessing. 32And Isaac his father
said to him,Who are you? And he said, I am your oldest son, Esau. 33And in
great fear Isaac said,Who then is hewho gotmeat and put it beforeme, and I
took it all before you came, and gave himablessing, and his it will be? 34And
hearing the words of his father, Esau gave a great and bitter cry, and said
to his father, Give a blessing to me, even to me, O my father! 35And he said,
Your brother camewith deceit, and took away your blessing. 36And he said,
Is it because he is named Jacob that he has twice takenmy place? for he took
away my birthright, and now he has taken away my blessing. And he said,
Have you not kept a blessing forme? 37And Isaac answering said, But I have
made him your master, and have given him all his brothers for servants; I
have made him strong with grain and wine: what then am I to do for you,
my son? 38 And Esau said to his father, Is that the only blessing you have,
my father? give a blessing to me, even me! And Esau was overcome with
weeping. 39 Then Isaac his father made answer and said to him, Far from
the fertile places of the earth, and far from the dew of heaven on high will
your living-place be: 40 By your sword will you get your living and you will
be your brother's servant; but when your power is increased his yoke will
be broken from off your neck. 41 So Esau was full of hate for Jacob because
of his father's blessing; and he said in his heart, The days of weeping for my
father are near; then I will put my brother Jacob to death. 42Then Rebekah,
hearingwhat Esauhad said, sent for Jacob, her younger son, and said to him,
It seems that your brother Esau is purposing to put you to death. 43 So now,
my son, do what I say: go quickly to Haran, to my brother Laban; 44And be
therewithhim for a little time, till yourbrother'swrath is turnedaway; 45Till
thememory of what you have done to him is past and he is no longer angry:
then I will send word for you to come back; are the two of you to be taken
fromme in one day? 46Then Rebekah said to Isaac, My life is a weariness to
me because of the daughters of Heth: if Jacob takes a wife from among the
daughters of Heth, such as these, thewomen of this land, ofwhat usewillmy
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life be to me?

28
1 Then Isaac sent for Jacob, and blessing him, said, Do not take a wife

from among the women of Canaan; 2 But go to Paddan-aram, to the house
of Bethuel, your mother's father, and there get yourself a wife from the
daughters of Laban, your mother's brother. 3 And may God, the Ruler of
all, give you his blessing, giving you fruit and increase, so that you may
becomeanarmyofpeoples. 4AndmayGodgiveyou theblessingofAbraham,
to you and to your seed, so that the land of your wanderings, which God
gave to Abraham, may be your heritage. 5 So Isaac sent Jacob away: and he
went to Paddan-aram, to Laban, son of Bethuel the Aramaean, the brother
of Rebekah, the mother of Jacob and Esau. 6 So when Esau saw that Isaac
had given Jacob his blessing, and sent him away to Paddan-aram to get a
wife for himself there, blessing him and saying to him, Do not take a wife
from among the women of Canaan; 7And that Jacob had done as his father
and mother said and had gone to Paddan-aram; 8 It was clear to Esau that
his father had no love for the women of Canaan, 9 So Esau went to Ishmael
and took Mahalath, the daughter of Abraham's son Ishmael, the sister of
Nebaioth, to be his wife in addition to the wives he had. 10 So Jacob went
out from Beer-sheba to go to Haran. 11 And coming to a certain place, he
made it his resting-place for the night, for the sun had gone down; and he
took one of the stones which were there, and putting it under his head he
went to sleep in that place. 12And he had a dream, and in his dream he saw
steps stretching from earth to heaven, and the angels of God were going up
and down on them. 13And he saw the Lord by his side, saying, I am the Lord,
the God of Abraham your father, and the God of Isaac: I will give to you and
to your seed this land on which you are sleeping. 14 Your seed will be like
the dust of the earth, covering all the land to the west and to the east, to the
north and to the south: you and your seed will be a name of blessing to all
the families of the earth. 15And truly, I will be with you, and will keep you
wherever you go, guiding you back again to this land; and I will not give you
up till I have done what I have said to you. 16And Jacob, awaking from his
sleep, said, Truly, the Lord is in this place and Iwas not conscious of it. 17And
fear came on him, and he said, This is a holy place; this is nothing less than
the house of God and the doorway of heaven. 18 And early in the morning
Jacob took the stonewhich had been under his head, and put it up as a pillar
and put oil on it. 19 And he gave that place the name of Beth-el, but before
that time the town was named Luz. 20 Then Jacob took an oath, and said, If
God will be withme, and keepme safe onmy journey, and giveme food and
clothing to put on, 21So that I come again tomy father's house in peace, then
I will take the Lord to be my God, 22And this stone which I have put up for a
pillar will be God's house: and of all you give me, I will give a tenth part to
you.

29
1 Then Jacob went on his journey till he came to the land of the children

of the East. 2 And there he saw a water-hole in a field, and by the side of
it three flocks of sheep, for there they got water for the sheep: and on the
mouth of the water-hole there was a great stone. 3And all the flocks would
come together there, and when the stone had been rolled away, they would
give the sheepwater, andput the stonebackagain in its placeon themouthof
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thewater-hole. 4Then Jacob said to theherdmen,Mybrothers,wheredoyou
come from? And they said, FromHaran. 5Andhe said to them,Have you any
knowledgeof Laban, the sonofNahor? And they said,Wehave. 6Andhe said
to them, Is hewell? And they said, He iswell, and here is Rachel his daughter
coming with the sheep. 7 Then Jacob said, The sun is still high and it is not
time to get the cattle together: get water for the sheep and go and give them
their food. 8 And they said, We are not able to do so till all the flocks have
come together and the stone has been rolled away from the mouth of the
water-hole; then we will get water for the sheep. 9While he was still talking
with them, Rachel came with her father's sheep, for she took care of them.
10Thenwhen Jacob sawRachel, the daughter of Laban, hismother's brother,
coming with Laban's sheep, he came near, and rolling the stone away from
themouth of the hole, he got water for Laban's flock. 11Andweeping for joy,
Jacob gave Rachel a kiss. 12And Rachel, hearing from Jacob that he was her
father's relation and that he was the son of Rebekah, went running to give
her father news of it. 13And Laban, hearing news of Jacob, his sister's son,
came running, and took Jacob in his arms, and kissing him, made him come
into his house. And Jacob gave him news of everything. 14And Laban said
to him, Truly, you are my bone and my flesh. And he kept Jacob with him
for the space of a month. 15 Then Laban said to Jacob, Because you are my
brotherareyou tobemyservant fornothing? saynow,what is yourpayment
to be? 16NowLabanhad twodaughters: the nameof the olderwas Leah, and
the name of the younger was Rachel. 17And Leah's eyes were clouded, but
Rachel was fair in face and form. 18And Jacob was in love with Rachel; and
he said, Iwill be your servant sevenyears forRachel, your youngerdaughter.
19And Laban said, It is better for you to have her than another man: go on
living here with me. 20 And Jacob did seven years' work for Rachel; and
because of his love for her it seemed to him only a very little time. 21 Then
Jacob said to Laban, Give me my wife so that I may have her, for the days
are ended. 22 And Laban got together all the men of the place and gave a
feast. 23And in the evening he took Leah, his daughter, and gave her to him,
and he went in to her. 24 And Laban gave Zilpah, his servant-girl, to Leah,
to be her waiting-woman. 25And in themorning Jacob saw that it was Leah:
and he said to Laban,What have you done tome? was I not working for you
so that I might have Rachel? why have you been false to me? 26And Laban
said, In our country we do not let the younger daughter be married before
the older. 27Let the week of the bride-feast come to its end and then we will
give you the other in addition, if you will be my servant for another seven
years. 28And Jacob did so; and when the week was ended, Laban gave him
his daughter Rachel for his wife. 29And Laban gave Rachel his servant-girl
Bilhah to be her waiting-woman. 30Then Jacob took Rachel as his wife, and
his love for her was greater than his love for Leah; and he went on working
for Laban for another seven years. 31Now the Lord, seeing that Leah was
not loved, gave her a child; while Rachel had no children. 32And Leah was
with child, and gave birth to a son to whom she gave the name Reuben: for
she said, The Lord has seen my sorrow; nowmy husband will have love for
me. 33 Then she became with child again, and gave birth to a son; and said,
Because it has come to the Lord's ears that I am not loved, he has given me
this son in addition: and she gave him thenameSimeon. 34And shewaswith
child again, and gave birth to a son; and said, Now at last my husband will
be united tome, because I have given him three sons: so hewas named Levi.
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35And she was with child again, and gave birth to a son: and she said, This
time I will give praise to the Lord: so hewas named Judah; after this she had
nomore children for a time.

30
1Now Rachel, because she had no children, was full of envy of her sister;

and she said to Jacob, If you do not give me children I will not go on living.
2But JacobwasangrywithRachel, and said, AmI in theplaceofGod,whohas
kept yourbody fromhaving fruit? 3Then she said,Here ismy servantBilhah,
go in toher, so that shemayhavea childonmyknees, and Imayhavea family
by her. 4 So she gave him her servant Bilhah as a wife, and Jacob went in to
her. 5And Bilhah became with child, and gave birth to a son. 6 Then Rachel
said, God has been my judge, and has given ear to my voice, and has given
me a son; so he was named Dan. 7And again Bilhah, Rachel's servant, was
with child, and gave birth to a second son. 8 And Rachel said, I have had a
great fight with my sister, and I have overcome her: and she gave the child
the nameNaphtali. 9When itwas clear to Leah that shewould have nomore
children for a time, she gave Zilpah, her servant, to Jacob as a wife. 10And
Zilpah, Leah's servant, gave birth to a son. 11And Leah said, It has gone well
for me: and she gave him the name Gad. 12And Zilpah, Leah's servant, gave
birth to a second son. 13And Leah said, Happy am I! and all womenwill give
witness to my joy: and she gave him the name Asher. 14Now at the time of
the grain-cutting, Reuben saw some love-fruits in the field, and took them
to his mother Leah. And Rachel said to her, Let me have some of your son's
love-fruits. 15 But Leah said to her, Is it a small thing that you have taken
my husband fromme? and now would you take my son's love-fruits? Then
Rachel said, Youmayhavehim tonight in exchange for your son's love-fruits.
16 In the evening, when Jacob came in from the field, Leah went out to him
and said, Tonight you are to come tome, for I have givenmy son's love-fruits
as a price for you. And he went in to her that night. 17And God gave ear to
her and she becamewith child, and gave Jacob a fifth son. 18Then Leah said,
God has made payment to me for giving my servant-girl to my husband: so
she gave her son the name Issachar. 19 And again Leah became with child,
and she gave Jacob a sixth son. 20 And she said, God has given me a good
bride-price; now at last will I have my husband living with me, for I have
given him six sons: and she gave him the name Zebulun. 21 After that she
hadadaughter, towhomshe gave thenameDinah. 22ThenGodgave thought
to Rachel, and hearing her prayer he made her fertile. 23And she was with
child, and gave birth to a son: and she said, God has taken away my shame.
24And she gave him the name Joseph, saying, May the Lord giveme another
son. 25Now after the birth of Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, Let me go away to
my place and my country. 26Give me my wives and my children, for whom
I have been your servant, and let me go: for you have knowledge of all the
work I have done for you. 27 And Laban said, If you will let me say so, do
not go away; for I have seen by the signs that the Lord has been good to me
because of you. 28 Say then what your payment is to be and I will give it.
29 Then Jacob said, You have seen what I have done for you, and how your
cattle have done well under my care. 30 For before I came you had little,
and it has been greatly increased; and the Lord has given you a blessing in
everything Ihavedone; butwhenamI todo something formy family? 31And
Laban said,What am I to give you? And Jacob said, Do not giveme anything;
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but I will again take up the care of your flock if you will only do this for me:
32Letme go through all your flock today, taking out fromamong themall the
sheepwhicharemarkedorcolouredorblack, andall themarkedorcoloured
goats: thesewill bemy payment. 33And so youwill be able to putmy honour
to the test in time to come; if you see among my flocks any goats which are
not marked or coloured, or any sheep which is not black, you may take me
for a thief. 34AndLaban said, Let it be as you say. 35So that day he took all the
he-goats which were banded or coloured, and all the she-goats which were
marked or coloured or had white marks, and all the black sheep, and gave
them into the care of his sons; 36 And sent them three days' journey away:
and Jacob took care of the rest of Laban's flock. 37 Then Jacob took young
branches of trees, cutting off the skin so that the white wood was seen in
bands. 38Andheput the banded sticks in the drinking-placeswhere theflock
came togetwater; and theybecamewithyoungwhen they came to thewater.
39Andbecause of this, the flock gave birth to youngwhichweremarkedwith
bands of colour. 40 These lambs Jacob kept separate; and he put his flock
in a place by themselves and not with Laban's flock. 41 And whenever the
stronger ones of the flock became with young, Jacob put the sticks in front
of them in the drinking-places, so that they might becomewith young when
they saw the sticks. 42 But when the flocks were feeble, he did not put the
sticks before them; so that the feebler flocks were Laban's and the stronger
were Jacob's. 43 So Jacob's wealth was greatly increased; he had great flocks
and women-servants andmen-servants and camels and asses.

31
1 Now it came to the ears of Jacob that Laban's sons were saying, Jacob

has taken away all our father's property, and in this way he has got all this
wealth. 2And Jacob saw that Laban's feeling for him was no longer what it
had been before. 3 Then the Lord said to Jacob, Go back to the land of your
fathers, and to your relations, and I will be with you. 4 And Jacob sent for
Rachel and Leah to come to him in the field among his flock. 5And he said to
them, It is clear tome that your father's feeling is no longerwhat itwas tome;
but the God of my father has been with me 6And you have seen how I have
done all inmypower for your father, 7But your father has not kept faithwith
me, and ten timeshehasmade changes inmypayment; butGodhaskepthim
from doing me damage. 8 If he said, All those in the flock which have marks
are to be yours, then all the flock gave birth tomarked young; and if he said,
All the banded ones are to be yours, then all the flock had banded young. 9So
God has taken away your father's cattle and has given them to me. 10And at
the time when the flock were with young, I saw in a dream that all the he-
goats which were joined with the she-goats were banded and marked and
coloured. 11 And in my dream the angel of the Lord said to me, Jacob: and
I said, Here am I. 12 And he said, See how all the he-goats are banded and
marked and coloured: for I have seen what Laban has done to you. 13 I am
theGodofBeth-el,whereyouputoil on thepillarand tookanoath tome: now
then, come out of this land and go back to the country of your birth. 14Then
Rachel and Leah said to him in answer, What part or heritage is there for
us in our father's house? 15Are we not as people from a strange country to
him? for he took a price for us and now it is all used up. 16 For the wealth
which God has taken from him is ours and our children's; so now, whatever
God has said to you, do. 17Then Jacob put his wives and his sons on camels;
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18And sending on before himall his cattle and his propertywhich he had got
together in Paddan-aram, hemade ready to go to Isaac his father in the land
of Canaan. 19 Now Laban had gone to see to the cutting of the wool of his
sheep; so Rachel secretly took the images of the gods of her father's house.
20And Jacob went away secretly, without giving news of his flight to Laban
the Aramaean. 21So hewent awaywith all he had, andwent across the River
in the direction of the hill-country of Gilead. 22And on the third day Laban
had news of Jacob's flight. 23And taking the men of his family with him, he
went after him for sevendays and overtookhim in the hill-country of Gilead.
24 Then God came to Laban in a dream by night, and said to him, Take care
that you saynothing good or bad to Jacob. 25NowwhenLaban overtookhim,
Jacob had put up his tent in the hill-country; and Laban and his brothers
put up their tents in the hill-country of Gilead. 26 And Laban said to Jacob,
Why did you go away secretly, taking my daughters away like prisoners of
war? 27 Why did you make a secret of your flight, not giving me word of
it, so that I might have sent you away with joy and songs, with melody and
music? 28 You did not even let me give a kiss to my sons and my daughters.
This was a foolish thing to do. 29 It is in my power to do you damage: but
the God of your father came to me this night, saying, Take care that you say
nothing good or bad to Jacob. 30 And now, it seems, you are going because
your heart's desire is for your father's house; but why have you taken my
gods? 31 And Jacob, in answer, said to Laban, My fear was that you might
take your daughters from me by force. 32 As for your gods, if anyone of us
has them, let himbeput todeath: make searchbeforeus all forwhat is yours,
and take it. For Jacob had no knowledge that Rachel had taken them. 33 So
Labanwent into Jacob's tent and intoLeah's tent, and into the tents of the two
servant-women, but theywere not there; and he came out of Leah's tent and
went into Rachel's. 34NowRachel had taken the images, and had put them in
the camels' basket, and was seated on them. And Laban, searching through
all the tent, did not come across them. 35And she said to her father, Let not
my lord be angry because I do not get up before you, for I am in the common
condition of women. And with all his searching, he did not come across the
images. 36 Then Jacob was angry with Laban, and said, What crime or sin
have I done that you have come aftermewith such passion? 37Now that you
havemade search through allmy goods, what have you seenwhich is yours?
Make it clear now before my people and your people, so that they may be
judges between us. 38 These twenty years I have been with you; your sheep
and your goats have had young without loss, not one of your he-goats have
I taken for food. 39 Anything which was wounded by beasts I did not take
to you, but myself made up for the loss of it; you made me responsible for
whateverwas taken by thieves, by day or by night. 40This wasmy condition,
wasted by heat in the day and by the bitter cold at night; and sleep went
from my eyes. 41 These twenty years I have been in your house; I was your
servant for fourteen years because of your daughters, and for six years I
kept your flock, and ten times was my payment changed. 42 If the God of my
father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had not beenwithme, you
would have sent me away with nothing in my hands. But God has seen my
troubles and the work of my hands, and this night he kept you back. 43Then
Laban, answering, said, These women are my daughters and these children
my children, the flocks and all you see are mine: what nowmay I do for my
daughters and for their children? 44 Come, let us make an agreement, you
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and I; and let it be forawitnessbetweenus. 45Then Jacob tookastoneandput
it up as a pillar. 46And Jacob said to his people, Get stones together; and they
did so; and they had ameal there by the stones. 47And the name Laban gave
it was Jegar-sahadutha: but Jacob gave it the name of Galeed. 48And Laban
said, These stones are a witness between you and me today. For this reason
its name was Galeed, 49 And Mizpah, for he said, May the Lord keep watch
on us when we are unable to see one another's doings. 50 If you are cruel to
my daughters, or if you take other wives in addition to my daughters, then
though no man is there to see, God will be the witness between us. 51 And
Laban said, See these stones and this pillar which I have put between you
and me; 52 They will be witness that I will not go over these stones to you,
andyouwill not go over these stones or this pillar tome, for anyevil purpose.
53May the God of Abraham and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, be
our judge. Then Jacob took an oath by the Fear of his father Isaac. 54 And
Jacob made an offering on the mountain, and gave orders to his people to
take food: so they had ameal and took their rest that night on themountain.
55And early in the morning Laban, after kissing and blessing his daughters,
went on his way back to his country.

32
1 And on his way Jacob came face to face with the angels of God. 2 And

when he saw them he said, This is the army of God: so he gave that place
the name of Mahanaim. 3Now Jacob sent servants before him to Esau, his
brother, in the landof Seir, the country of Edom; 4Andhe gave themorders to
say these words to Esau: Your servant Jacob says, Till now I have been living
with Laban: 5And I have oxen and asses and flocks and men-servants and
women-servants: and I have sent to givemy lord news of these things so that
I may have grace in his eyes. 6When the servants came back they said, We
have seen your brother Esau and he is coming out to you, and four hundred
menwithhim. 7Then Jacobwas in great fear and trouble ofmind: andheput
all the people and the flocks and the herds and the camels into two groups;
8And said, If Esau, meeting one group, makes an attack on them, the others
will get away safely. 9Then Jacob said, O God ofmy father Abraham, the God
of my father Isaac, the Lord who said to me, Go back to your country and
your family and Iwill be good to you: 10 I am less thannothing in comparison
with all your mercies and your faith to me your servant; for with only my
stick in my hand I went across Jordan, and now I have become two armies.
11 Be my saviour from the hand of Esau, my brother: for my fear is that he
will make an attack on me, putting to death mother and child. 12 And you
said, Truly, I will be good to you, andmake your seed like the sand of the sea
which may not be numbered. 13 Then he put up his tent there for the night;
and fromamonghis goodshe took, as anoffering for his brother Esau, 14Two
hundred she-goats and twenty he-goats, two hundred females and twenty
males from the sheep, 15Thirty camelswith their young ones, forty cows, ten
oxen, twenty asses, and ten young asses. 16 These he gave to his servants,
every herd by itself, and he said to his servants, Go on before me, and let
there be a space between one herd and another. 17And he gave orders to the
first, saying, When my brother Esau comes to you and says, Whose servant
are you, and where are you going, and whose are these herds? 18 Then say
to him, These are your servant Jacob's; they are an offering for my lord, for
Esau; and he himself is coming after us. 19And he gave the same orders to
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the second and the third and to all those who were with the herds, saying,
This is what you are to say to Esau when you see him; 20And you are to say
further, Jacob, your servant, is coming after us. For he said to himself, I will
takeawayhiswrathby theofferingwhich Ihave senton, and then Iwill come
before him: it may be that I will have grace in his eyes. 21 So the servants
with the offerings went on in front, and he himself took his rest that night
in the tents with his people. 22 And in the night he got up, and taking with
him his two wives and the two servant-women and his eleven children, he
went over the river Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them over the stream
with all he had. 24 Then Jacob was by himself; and a man was fighting with
him till dawn. 25 But when the man saw that he was not able to overcome
Jacob, he gave him a blow in the hollow part of his leg, so that his leg was
damaged. 26 And he said to him, Let me go now, for the dawn is near. But
Jacob said, I will not let you go till you have given me your blessing. 27Then
he said, What is your name? And he said, Jacob. 28And he said, Your name
will no longer be Jacob, but Israel: for in your fight with God and with men
you have overcome. 29 Then Jacob said, What is your name? And he said,
What is my name to you? Then he gave him a blessing. 30 And Jacob gave
that place the name of Peniel, saying, I have seen God face to face, and still
I am living. 31And while he was going past Peniel, the sun came up. And he
went with unequal steps because of his damaged leg. 32 For this reason the
children of Israel, even today, never take thatmuscle in the hollow of the leg
as food, because the hollow of Jacob's leg was touched.

33
1 Then Jacob, lifting up his eyes, saw Esau coming with his four hundred

men. So he made a division of the children between Leah and Rachel and
the two women-servants. 2He put the servants and their children in front,
Leah and her children after them, and Rachel and Joseph at the back. 3And
he himself, going before them, went down on his face to the earth seven
times till he came near his brother. 4 Then Esau came running up to him,
and folding him in his arms, gave him a kiss: and the two of them were
overcomewithweeping. 5ThenEsau, lifting uphis eyes, saw thewomenand
the children, and said, Who are these with you? And he said, The children
whom God in his mercy has given to your servant. 6 Then the servants and
their children came near, and went down on their faces. 7 And Leah came
near with her children, and then Joseph and Rachel, and they did the same.
8And he said,What were all those herds which I saw on the way? And Jacob
said, Theywere an offering so that Imight have grace inmy lord's eyes. 9But
Esau said, I have enough; keepwhat is yours,mybrother, for yourself. 10And
Jacob said, Not so; but if I have grace in your eyes, take them as a sign of my
love, for I have seen your face as one may see the face of God, and you have
been pleased with me. 11 Take my offering then, with my blessing; for God
has been very good to me and I have enough: so at his strong request, he
took it. 12Andhe said, Let us go onour journey together, and Iwill go in front.
13But Jacob said, My lordmay see that the children are only small, and there
are young ones in my flocks and herds: one day's over-driving will be the
destruction of all the flock. 14Do you, my lord, go on before your servant; I
will comeonslowly, at the rate atwhich the cattle and the childrenareable to
go, till I come tomy lord at Seir. 15And Esau said, Then keep some ofmymen
with you. And he said, What need is there for that, if my lord is pleased with
me? 16 So Esau, turning back that day, went on his way to Seir. 17And Jacob
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went on to Succoth, where hemade a house for himself and put up tents for
his cattle: for this reason the place was named Succoth. 18 So Jacob came
safely fromPaddan-aram to the town of Shechem in the land of Canaan, and
put up his tents near the town. 19 And for a hundred bits of money he got
from the children of Hamor, the builder of Shechem, the field in which he
had put up his tents. 20And there he put up an altar, naming it El, the God of
Israel.

34
1 Now Dinah, the daughter whom Leah had by Jacob, went out to see

the women of that country. 2 And when Shechem, the son of Hamor the
Hivite who was the chief of that land, saw her, he took her by force and
had connection with her. 3 Then his heart went out in love to Dinah, the
daughter of Jacob, and he said comforting words to her. 4And Shechem said
to Hamor, his father, Get me this girl for my wife. 5Now Jacob had word of
what Shechem had done to his daughter; but his sons were in the fields with
the cattle, and Jacob said nothing till they came. 6Then Hamor, the father of
Shechem, cameout to have a talkwith Jacob. 7Now the sons of Jacob came in
from the fields when they had news of it, and they were wounded and very
angry because of the shamehe had done in Israel by having connectionwith
Jacob's daughter; and they said, Such a thing is not to be done. 8But Hamor
said to them, Shechem, my son, is full of desire for your daughter: will you
then give her to him for awife? 9And let our two peoples be joined together;
give your daughters to us, and take our daughters for yourselves. 10Go on
livingwith us, and the countrywill be open to you; do trade and get property
there. 11AndShechemsaid toher father andherbrothers, If youwill give ear
tomyrequest,whateveryousay Iwill give toyou. 12Howevergreatyoumake
the bride-price and payment, I will give it; only let me have the girl for my
wife. 13But the sons of Jacob gave a false answer to Shechem andHamor his
father, because of what had been done to Dinah their sister. 14And they said,
It is not possible for us to give our sister to one who is without circumcision,
for thatwould be a cause of shame to us: 15But on this condition onlywill we
come to an agreement with you: if every male among you becomes like us
and undergoes circumcision; 16Then we will give our daughters to you and
take your daughters to us and go on living with you as one people. 17 But if
youwill not undergo circumcision as we say, thenwewill take our daughter
and go. 18 And their words were pleasing to Hamor and his son Shechem.
19And without loss of time the young man did as they said, because he had
delight in Jacob's daughter, and he was the noblest of his father's house.
20 Then Hamor and Shechem, his son, went to the meeting-place of their
town, and said to the men of the town, 21 It is the desire of these men to be
at peace with us; let them then go on living in this country and doing trade
here, for the country is wide open before them; let us take their daughters
as wives and let us give them our daughters. 22But these men will make an
agreement with us to go on living with us and to become one people, only
on the condition that every male among us undergoes circumcision as they
have done. 23 Then will not their cattle and their goods and all their beasts
be ours? so let us come to an agreement with them so that they may go on
livingwithus. 24Thenall themenof the towngaveear to thewordsofHamor
and Shechem his son; and every male in the town underwent circumcision.
25But on the third day after, before the wounds were well, two of the sons of
Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brothers, took their swords and came into
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the town by surprise and put all the males to death. 26And Hamor and his
son they put to death with the sword, and they took Dinah from Shechem's
houseandwentaway. 27And the sonsof Jacobcameon themwhen theywere
wounded andmade waste the town because of what had been done to their
sister; 28They took theirflocksand theirherdsand theirassesandeverything
in their town and in their fields, 29 And all their wealth and all their little
ones and their wives; everything in their houses they took and made them
waste. 30 And Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, You have made trouble for
me and given me a bad name among the people of this country, among the
Canaanites and the Perizzites: andbecauseweare small in number theywill
come together against me andmake war onme; and it will be the end of me
and all my people. 31But they said,Werewe to let himmake use of our sister
as a loose woman?

35
1And God said to Jacob, Go up now to Beth-el and make your living-place

there: and put up an altar there to the Godwho came to youwhen youwere
in flight fromyour brother Esau. 2Then Jacob said to all his people, Put away
the strange gods which are among you, andmake yourselves clean, and put
on a change of clothing: 3And let us go up to Beth-el: and there Iwillmake an
altar to God, who gaveme an answer in the day of my trouble, andwas with
me wherever I went. 4 Then they gave to Jacob all the strange gods which
they had, and the rings which were in their ears; and Jacob put them away
under the holy tree at Shechem. 5So theywent on their journey: and the fear
ofGodwason the towns roundabout, so that theymadenoattackon the sons
of Jacob. 6And Jacob came to Luz in the land of Canaan (which is the same as
Beth-el), he andall his people. 7And therehemadeanaltar, naming theplace
El-beth-el: because itwas therehehad thevisionofGodwhenhewas inflight
fromhis brother. 8AndDeborah, the servantwho had taken care of Rebekah
from her birth, came to her end, and was put to rest near Beth-el, under the
holy tree: and they gave it the name of Allon-bacuth. 9Nowwhen Jacob was
on his way from Paddan-aram, God came to him again and, blessing him,
said, 10 Jacob is your name, but it will be so no longer; from now your name
will be Israel; so he was named Israel. 11And God said to him, I am God, the
Ruler of all: be fertile, and have increase; a nation, truly a group of nations,
will come fromyou, and kingswill be your offspring; 12And the landwhich I
gave toAbrahamand Isaac, Iwill give to you; and to your seed after you Iwill
give the land. 13Then Godwent up fromhim in the placewhere he had been
talkingwith him. 14And Jacob put up a pillar in the placewhere he had been
talkingwith God, and put a drink offering on it, and oil. 15And he gave to the
place where God had been talking with him, the name of Beth-el. 16 So they
went on fromBeth-el; andwhile theywere still some distance fromEphrath,
the pains of birth came on Rachel and she had a hard time. 17Andwhen her
pain was very great, the woman who was helping her said, Have no fear;
for now you will have another son. 18 And in the hour when her life went
fromher (fordeath came toher), shegave the child thenameBen-oni: buthis
father gave him the nameof Benjamin. 19SoRachel came to her end andwas
put to rest on the road to Ephrath (which is Beth-lehem). 20And Jacob put up
a pillar on her resting-place; which is named, The Pillar of the resting-place
ofRachel, to this day. 21And Israelwent journeyingonandputuphis tents on
the other side of the tower of the flock. 22Nowwhile they were living in that
country, Reuben had connection with Bilhah, his father's servant-woman:
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and Israel had news of it. 23Now Jacob had twelve sons: the sons of Leah:
Reuben, Jacob's first son, and Simeon and Levi and Judah and Issachar and
Zebulun; 24 The sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin; 25 The sons of Bilhah,
Rachel's servant: Dan and Naphtali; 26 The sons of Zilpah, Leah's servant:
Gad and Asher; these are the sons whom Jacob had in Paddan-aram. 27And
Jacob came to his father Isaac at Mamre, at Kiriath-arba, that is, Hebron,
where Abraham and Isaac had been living. 28And Isaac was a hundred and
eighty years old. 29 Then Isaac came to his end and was put to rest with his
father's people, an oldmanafter a long life: and Jacob andEsau, his sons, put
him in his last resting-place.

36
1 Now these are the generations of Esau, that is to say, Edom. 2 Esau's

wives were women of Canaan: Adah, the daughter of Elon the Hittite, and
Oholibamah, the daughter of Anah, the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite, 3And
Basemath, Ishmael's daughter, the sister of Nebaioth. 4 Adah had a son
Eliphaz; and Basemath was the mother of Reuel; 5 Oholibamah was the
mother of Jeush, Jalam, and Korah; these are the sons of Esau, whose birth
took place in the land of Canaan. 6Esau took his wives and his sons and his
daughters, and all the people of his house, and his beasts and his cattle and
all his goods which he had got together in the land of Canaan, and went into
the land of Seir, away from his brother Jacob. 7For their wealth was so great
that the land was not wide enough for the two of them and all their cattle.
8 So Esau made his living-place in the hill-country of Seir (Esau is Edom).
9And these are the generations of Esau, the father of the Edomites in the hill-
country of Seir: 10 These are the names of Esau's sons: Eliphaz, the son of
Esau's wife Adah, and Reuel, the son of Esau's wife Basemath. 11The sons of
Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz. 12 And Eliphaz, the
son of Esau, had connection with a woman named Timna, who gave birth
to Amalek: all these were the children of Esau's wife Adah. 13 And these
are the sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah: they were
the children of Esau's wife Basemath. 14 And these are the sons of Esau's
wife Oholibamah, the daughter of Anah, the daughter of Zibeon: she was
the mother of Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. 15 These were the chiefs among the
sons of Esau: the sons of Eliphaz, Esau's first son: Teman, Omar, Zepho,
Kenaz, 16Korah, Gatam, Amalek: all these were chiefs in the land of Edom,
the offspring of Eliphaz, the seed of Adah. 17And these are the sons of Esau's
son Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, Mizzah: these were the chiefs of Reuel
in the land of Edom, the children of Esau's wife Basemath. 18And these are
the sons of Esau'swife Oholibamah: Jeush, Jalam, andKorah: thesewere the
chiefs who came from Esau's wife Oholibamah, daughter of Anah. 19 These
were the sons of Esau (that is, Edom), and these were their chiefs. 20 These
are the sons of Seir theHoritewhowere living in that country; Lotan, Shobal,
Zibeon, Anah, 21Dishon, Ezer, andDishan: these are the chiefs of theHorites,
offspring of Seir in the land of Edom. 22 The children of Lotan were Hori
and Hemam; Lotan's sister was Timna. 23 And these are the children of
Shobal: Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam. 24 And these are the
children of Zibeon: Aiah andAnah; that sameAnahwhomade the discovery
of the water-springs in the waste land, when he was looking after the asses
of his father Zibeon. 25 And these are the children of Anah: Dishon and
Oholibamah his daughter. 26 These are the children of Dishon: Hemdan,
Eshban, Ithran, andKeran. 27These are the children of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan,
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and Akan. 28 These are the children of Dishan: Uz and Aran. 29 These were
the Horite chiefs: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 30Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan.
Such were the Horite chiefs in their order in the land of Seir. 31 And these
are the kingswhowere ruling in the land of Edombefore therewas any king
over the children of Israel. 32 Bela, son of Beor, was king in Edom, and the
name of his chief town was Dinhabah. 33 At his death, Jobab, son of Zerah
of Bozrah, became king in his place. 34And at the death of Jobab, Husham,
from the country of the Temanites, became king in his place. 35 And at the
death of Husham, Hadad, son of Bedad, who overcame theMidianites in the
field of Moab, became king; his chief town was named Avith. 36And at the
death of Hadad, Samlah of Masrekah became king. 37 And at the death of
Samlah, Shaul of Rehoboth by the River became king in his place. 38And at
the death of Shaul, Baal-hanan, son of Achbor, became king. 39 And at the
death of Baal-hanan, Hadar became king in his place; his chief town was
named Pau, and his wife's name was Mehetabel; she was the daughter of
Matred, the daughter of Me-zahab. 40 These are the names of the chiefs of
Esau in the order of their families and their places: Timna, Alvah, Jetheth,
41Oholibamah, Elah, Pinon, 42Kenaz, Teman,Mibzar, 43Magdiel, Iram; these
are theEdomite chiefs, in theirplaces in theirheritage; this isEsau, the father
of the Edomites.

37
1 Now Jacob was living in the land where his father had made a place

for himself, in the land of Canaan. 2 These are the generations of Jacob:
Joseph, a boy seventeen years old, was looking after the flock, together with
his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's wives; and Joseph
gave their father a bad account of them. 3 Now the love which Israel had
for Joseph was greater than his love for all his other children, because he
got him when he was an old man: and he had a long coat made for him.
4And because his brothers saw that Joseph was dearer to his father than all
the others, they were full of hate for him, and would not say a kind word to
him. 5Now Joseph had a dream, and he gave his brothers an account of it,
which made their hate greater than ever. 6And he said to them, Let me give
you the story of my dream. 7We were in the field, getting the grain stems
together, and my grain kept upright, and yours came round and went down
on the earth before mine. 8And his brothers said to him, Are you to be our
king? will you have authority over us? And because of his dream and his
words, their hate for him became greater than ever. 9 Then he had another
dream, and gave his brothers an account of it, saying, I have had another
dream: the sun and themoon and eleven stars gave honour tome. 10And he
gave word of it to his father and his brothers; but his father protesting said,
What sort of a dream is this? am I and your mother and your brothers to
go down on our faces to the earth before you? 11And his brothers were full
of envy; but his father kept his words in mind. 12Now his brothers went to
keepwatch over their father's flock in Shechem. 13And Israel said to Joseph,
Are not your brothers with the flock in Shechem? come, I will send you to
them. And he said to him, Here am I. 14And he said to him, Go now, and see
if your brothers are well and how the flock is; then come back and give me
word. So he sent him out of the valley of Hebron, and he came to Shechem.
15And a man saw him wandering in the country, and said to him, What are
you looking for? 16And he said, I am looking formy brothers; please giveme
word of where they are keeping their flock. 17And the man said, They have
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gone away from here, for they said in my hearing, Let us go to Dothan. So
Joseph went after them and came up with them at Dothan. 18 But they saw
himwhen hewas a longway off, and before he came near them theymade a
secret design against him to put him to death; 19 Saying to one another, See,
here comes this dreamer. 20 Let us now put him to death and put his body
into one of these holes, and we will say, An evil beast has put him to death:
then we will see what becomes of his dreams. 21But Reuben, hearing these
words, got himout of their hands, saying, Let usnot takehis life. 22Donot put
him to a violent death, but let him be placed in one of the holes; this he said
to keephim safe from their hands, with the purpose of taking himback to his
father again. 23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they took off his long
coat which he had on; 24And they took him and put him in the hole: now the
hole hadnowater in it. 25Then seating themselves, they took theirmeal: and
lookingup, they sawa travelling bandof Ishmaelites, coming fromGilead on
their way to Egypt, with spices and perfumes on their camels. 26And Judah
said to his brothers, What profit is there in putting our brother to death and
covering up his blood? 27 Let us give him to these Ishmaelites for a price,
and let us not put violent hands on him, for he is our brother, our flesh. And
his brothers gave ear to him. 28And some traders from Midian went by; so
pulling Josephup out of the hole, they gave him to the Ishmaelites for twenty
bits of silver, and they took him to Egypt. 29Nowwhen Reuben came back to
the hole, Joseph was not there; and giving signs of grief, 30He went back to
his brothers, and said, The child is gone; what am I to do? 31Then they took
Joseph's coat, and put on it some of the blood from a young goat which they
had put to death, 32And they took the coat to their father, and said, We came
across this; is it your son's coat or not? 33And he saw that it was, and said,
It is my son's coat; an evil beast has put him to death; without doubt Joseph
has come to a cruel end. 34Then Jacob, giving signs of grief, put on haircloth,
and went on weeping for his son day after day. 35And all his sons and all his
daughters came to give him comfort, but he would not be comforted, saying
with weeping, I will go down to the underworld to my son. So great was his
father's sorrow for him. 36 And in Egypt the men of Midian gave him for a
price to Potiphar, a captain of high position in Pharaoh's house.

38
1 Now at that time, Judah went away from his brothers and became the

friend of a man of Adullam named Hirah. 2And there he saw the daughter
of a certain man of Canaan named Shua, and took her as his wife. 3 And
she gave birth to a son, and he gave him the name Er. 4And again she gave
birth to a son, and he gave him the name Onan. 5Then she had another son,
to whom she gave the name Shelah; she was at Chezib when the birth took
place. 6And Judah took a wife for his first son Er, and her name was Tamar.
7 Now Er, Judah's first son, did evil in the eyes of the Lord, so that he put
him to death. 8 Then Judah said to Onan, Go in to your brother's wife and
do what it is right for a husband's brother to do; make her your wife and get
offspring for your brother. 9 But Onan, seeing that the offspring would not
be his, went in to his brother's wife, but let his seed go on to the earth, so
that he might not get offspring for his brother. 10And what he did was evil
in the eyes of the Lord, so that he put him to death, like his brother. 11 Then
Judah said to Tamar, his daughter-in-law, Go back to your father's house and
keep yourself as awidow tillmy son Shelah becomes aman: for he had in his
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mind the thought thatdeathmight come tohimas ithadcome tohisbrothers.
So Tamar went back to her father's house. 12 And after a time, Bath-shua,
Judah's wife, came to her end; and after Judah was comforted for her loss,
he went to Timnah, where they were cutting the wool of his sheep, and his
friend Hirah of Adullam went with him. 13And when Tamar had news that
her father-in-lawwas going up to Timnah to the wool-cutting, 14She took off
her widow's clothing, and covering herself with her veil, she took her seat
near Enaim on the road to Timnah; for she saw that Shelah was now aman,
but she had not been made his wife. 15When Judah saw her he took her to
be a loosewoman of the town, because her facewas covered. 16And turning
to her by the roadside, he said to her, Let me come in to you; for he had no
idea that she was his daughter-in-law. And she said, What will you give me
as my price? 17And he said, I will give you a young goat from the flock. And
she said,Whatwill you giveme as a sign till you send it? 18Andhe said,What
would you have? And she said, Your ring and its cord and the stick in your
hand. So he gave them to her and went in to her, and she became with child
byhim. 19Then she got upandwent awayand tookoffherveil andput onher
widow's clothing. 20Then Judah sent his friendHirahwith the young goat, to
get back the things which he had given as a sign to the woman: but she was
not there. 21And he put questions to the men of the place, saying, Where is
the loose woman who was in Enaim by the wayside? And they said, There
was no such woman there. 22 So he went back to Judah, and said, I have not
seen her, and the men of the place say that there is no such woman there.
23 And Judah said, Let her keep the things, so that we may not be shamed;
I sent the young goat, but you did not see the woman. 24Now about three
months after this, word came to Judah that Tamar, his daughter-in-law, had
been acting like a loose woman and was with child. And Judah said, Take
her out and let her be burned. 25 And while she was being taken out, she
sentword to her father-in-law, saying, Themanwhose property these things
are, is the father of my child: say then, whose are this ring and this cord and
this stick? 26Then Judah said openly that theywere his, and said, She ismore
upright than Iam, for Ididnot giveher toShelahmyson. Andhehadnomore
connection with her. 27And when the time came for her to give birth, it was
clear that therewere twochildren inherbody. 28Andwhile shewas in theact
of giving birth, one of them put out his hand; and the woman who was with
her put a red thread round his hand, saying, This one came out first. 29 But
then he took his hand back again, and his brother came first to birth: and
the woman said, What an opening you have made for yourself! So he was
named Perez. 30And then his brother came out, with the red thread round
his hand, and he was named Zerah.

39
1 Now Joseph was taken down to Egypt; and Potiphar the Egyptian, a

captain of high position in Pharaoh's house, got him for a price from the
Ishmaelites who had taken him there. 2 And the Lord was with Joseph,
and he did well; and he was living in the house of his master the Egyptian.
3 And his master saw that the Lord was with him, making everything he
did go well. 4 And having a high opinion of Joseph as his servant, he made
him the overseer of his house and gave him control over all he had. 5 And
from the time when he made him overseer and gave him control of all his
property, the blessing of the Lord was with the Egyptian, because of Joseph;
the blessing of the Lordwas on all he had, in the house and in the field. 6And
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he gave Joseph control of all his property, keeping no account of anything,
but only the foodwhichwas put before him. Now Josephwas very beautiful
in formand face. 7Andafter a time, hismaster'swife, looking on Josephwith
desire, said to him, Be my lover. 8But he would not, and said to her, You see
that my master keeps no account of what I do in his house, and has put all
his property inmy control; 9So that no one hasmore authority in this house
than I have; he has kept nothing back fromme but you, because you are his
wife; how then may I do this great wrong, sinning against God? 10And day
after day she went on requesting Joseph to come to her and be her lover, but
he would not give ear to her. 11Now one day he went into the house to do
his work; and not one of the men of the house was inside. 12 And pulling
at his coat, she said, Come to my bed; but slipping out of his coat, he went
running away. 13And when she saw that he had got away, letting her keep
his coat, 14 She sent for the men of her house and said to them, See, he has
let a Hebrew come here andmake sport of us; he came tomy bed, and I gave
a loud cry; 15 And hearing it he went running out without his coat. 16 And
she kept his coat by her, till his master came back. 17 Then she gave him
the same story, saying, The Hebrew servant whom you have taken into our
house came in to make sport of me; 18And when I gave a loud cry he went
running out without his coat. 19And hearing his wife's account of what his
servant had done, he became very angry. 20 And Joseph's master took him
and put him in prison, in the place where the king's prisoners were kept
in chains, and he was there in the prison-house. 21 But the Lord was with
Joseph, and was good to him, and made the keeper of the prison his friend.
22And the keeper of the prison put all the prisoners under Joseph's control,
and he was responsible for whatever was done there. 23And the keeper of
the prison gave no attention to anything which was under his care, because
the Lord was with him; and the Lordmade everything he did go well.

40
1Nowafter these things the chief servantwhohad the careof thewine, and

the chief bread-maker in Pharaoh's house, did something against Pharaoh's
orders; 2And Pharaohwas angry with his two servants, with the chief wine-
servant and the chief bread-maker; 3 And he put them in prison under the
care of the captain of the army, in the sameprisonwhere Joseph himselfwas
shut up. 4 And the captain put them in Joseph's care, and he did what was
needed for them; and theywerekept inprison for some time. 5And these two
had a dream on the same night; the chief wine-servant and the chief bread-
maker of the king of Egypt, whowere in prison, the two of them had dreams
with a special sense. 6And in themorningwhen Joseph came to themhe saw
that theywere lookingsad. 7Andhesaid to theservantsofPharaohwhowere
in prisonwith him,Why are you looking so sad? 8Then they said to him,We
have had a dream, and no one is able to give us the sense. And Joseph said,
Does not the sense of dreams come fromGod? whatwas your dream? 9Then
the chief wine-servant gave Joseph an account of his dream, and said, Inmy
dream I sawa vine beforeme; 10And on the vinewere three branches; and it
seemed as if it put out buds and flowers, and from them came grapes ready
for cutting. 11And Pharaoh's cup was in my hand, and I took the grapes and
crushing them into Pharaoh's cup, gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand. 12Then
Joseph said, This is the sense of your dream: the three branches are three
days; 13After three days Pharaohwill give youhonour, and put you back into
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your place, and you will give him his cup as you did before, when you were
his wine-servant. 14 But keep me in mind when things go well for you, and
be good to me and say a good word for me to Pharaoh and get me out of this
prison: 15For truly I was taken by force from the land of the Hebrews; and I
have done nothing forwhich Imight be put in prison. 16Nowwhen the chief
bread-maker saw that the first dream had a good sense, he said to Joseph, I
had a dream; and in my dream there were three baskets of white bread on
myhead; 17And in the top basketwere all sorts of cookedmeats for Pharaoh;
and thebirdswere taking themout of thebaskets onmyhead. 18Then Joseph
said, This is the senseof yourdream: the threebaskets are threedays; 19After
three days Pharaohwill take you out of prison, hanging you on a tree, so that
yourfleshwill be food forbirds. 20Nowthe thirddaywasPharaoh's birthday,
and he gave a feast for all his servants; and he gave honour to the chiefwine-
servant and the chief bread-maker among the others. 21And he put the chief
wine-servant back in his old place; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand.
22But the chief bread-makerwas put to death byhanging, as Josephhad said.
23But thewine-servant did not keep Joseph inmind or give a thought to him.

41
1Nowafter two years had gone by, Pharaohhad a dream; and in his dream

he was by the side of the Nile; 2And out of the Nile came seven cows, good-
looking and fat, and their food was the river-grass. 3And after them seven
other cows came out of the Nile, poor-looking and thin; and they were by
the side of the other cows. 4 And the seven thin cows made a meal of the
seven fat cows. Then Pharaoh came out of his sleep. 5 But he went to sleep
againandhada seconddream, inwhichhe sawsevenheadsof grain, full and
good, all on one stem. 6And after them came up seven other heads, thin and
wasted by the east wind. 7And the seven thin headsmade ameal of the good
heads. And when Pharaoh was awake he saw it was a dream. 8And in the
morning his spirit was troubled; and he sent for all the wise men of Egypt
and all the holy men, and put his dream before them, but no one was able
to give him the sense of it. 9 Then the chief wine-servant said to Pharaoh,
The memory of my sin comes back to me now; 10 Pharaoh had been angry
with his servants, and had putme in prison in the house of the captain of the
army, together with the chief bread-maker; 11 And we had a dream on the
same night, the two of us, and the dreams had a special sense. 12And there
was with us a young Hebrew, the captain's servant, and when we put our
dreams before him, he gave us the sense of them. 13 And it came about as
he said: I was put back in my place, and the bread-maker was put to death
by hanging. 14Then Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and they took him quickly out
of prison; and when his hair had been cut and his dress changed, he came
before Pharaoh. 15And Pharaoh said to Joseph, I have had a dream, and no
one is able to giveme the sense of it; now it has come tomy ears that you are
able to give the sense of a dream when it is put before you. 16 Then Joseph
said, Without God there will be no answer of peace for Pharaoh. 17 Then
Pharaoh said, Inmydream Iwas by the side of theNile: 18And out of theNile
came seven cows, fat and good-looking, and their food was the river-grass;
19Thenafter themcamesevenother cows, very thinandpoor-looking,worse
than any I ever saw in the land of Egypt; 20And the thin cows made a meal
of the seven fat cowswho came up first; 21And evenwith the fat cows inside
them they seemed as bad as before. And so I came out of my sleep. 22 And
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again in a dream I saw seven heads of grain, full and good, coming up on
one stem: 23And then I saw seven other heads, dry, thin, and wasted by the
east wind, coming up after them: 24And the seven thin heads made a meal
of the seven good heads; and I put this dream before the wise men, but not
one of them was able to give me the sense of it. 25 Then Joseph said, These
two dreams have the same sense: God hasmade clear to Pharaohwhat he is
about to do. 26The seven fat cows are seven years, and the seven good heads
of grain are seven years: the two have the same sense. 27The seven thin and
poor-looking cows who came up after them are seven years; and the seven
heads of grain, dry andwasted by the east wind, are seven yearswhen there
will be no food. 28 As I said to Pharaoh before, God has made clear to him
what he is about to do. 29Seven years are coming inwhich therewill be great
wealth of grain in Egypt; 30And after that will come seven years when there
willnotbeenough food; and thememoryof thegoodyearswill go frommen's
minds; and the land will be made waste by the bad years; 31 And men will
have nomemory of the good time because of the needwhichwill come after,
for it will be very bitter. 32And this dream came to Pharaoh twice, because
this thing is certain, and God will quickly make it come about. 33 And now
let Pharaoh make search for a man of wisdom and good sense, and put him
in authority over the land of Egypt. 34 Let Pharaoh do this, and let him put
overseers over the land of Egypt to put in store a fifth part of the produce of
the land in the good years. 35And let them get together all the food in those
good years and make a store of grain under Pharaoh's control for the use of
the towns, and let them keep it. 36And let that food be kept in store for the
land till the seven bad yearswhich are to come in Egypt; so that the landmay
not come to destruction through need of food. 37 And this seemed good to
Pharaoh and to all his servants. 38Then Pharaoh said to his servants, Where
may we get such a man as this, a man in whom is the spirit of God? 39And
Pharaoh said to Joseph, Seeing that God has made all this clear to you, there
is no other man of such wisdom and good sense as you: 40 You, then, are to
be overmyhouse, and allmy peoplewill be ruled by yourword: only as king
will I be greater than you. 41And Pharaoh said to Joseph, See, I have put you
over all the land of Egypt. 42 Then Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand
and put it on Joseph's hand, and he had him clothed with the best linen, and
put a chain of gold round his neck; 43And he made him take his seat in the
second of his carriages; and they went before him crying, Make way! So he
made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. 44 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph,
I am Pharaoh; and without your order no man may do anything in all the
land of Egypt. 45And Pharaoh gave Joseph the name of Zaphnath-paaneah;
and he gave him Asenath, the daughter of Poti-phera, the priest of On, to be
his wife. So Joseph went through all the land of Egypt. 46Now Joseph was
thirty years old when he came before Pharaoh, king of Egypt. And Joseph
went out from before the face of Pharaoh and went through all the land of
Egypt. 47Now in the seven good years the earth gave fruit in masses. 48And
Josephgot together all the foodof those sevenyears, andmadea store of food
in the towns: the produce of thefields round every townwas storedup in the
town. 49 So he got together a store of grain like the sand of the sea; so great a
store that after a time he gave upmeasuring it, for it might not bemeasured.
50And before the time of need, Joseph had two sons, to whom Asenath, the
daughter of Poti-phera, priest of On, gave birth. 51 And to the first he gave
the name Manasseh, for he said, God has taken away from me all memory
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of my hard life and of my father's house. 52 And to the second he gave the
name Ephraim, for he said, God has givenme fruit in the land of my sorrow.
53And so the seven goodyears in Egypt came to an end. 54Then came thefirst
of the seven years of need as Joseph had said: and in every other land they
were short of food; but in the land of Egypt there was bread. 55 And when
all the land of Egypt was in need of food, the people came crying to Pharaoh
for bread; and Pharaoh said to the people, Go to Joseph, and whatever he
says to you, do it. 56And everywhere on the earth they were short of food;
then Joseph, opening all his store-houses, gave the people of Egypt grain for
money; so great was the need of food in the land of Egypt. 57And all lands
sent to Egypt, to Joseph, to get grain, for the needwas great over all the earth.

42
1Now Jacob, hearing that there was grain in Egypt, said to his sons, Why

are you looking at one another? 2And he said, I have had news that there is
grain in Egypt: go down there and get grain for us, so that life and not death
may be ours. 3 So Joseph's ten brothers went down to get grain from Egypt.
4But Jacob did not sendBenjamin, Joseph's brother, with them, for fear, as he
said, that some evil might come to him. 5And the sons of Israel camewith all
the others to get grain: for theywere very short of food in the landof Canaan.
6NowJosephwas ruler over all the land, and itwashewhogaveout the grain
to all thepeople of the land; and Joseph's brothers camebeforehimandwent
down on their faces to the earth. 7Andwhen Joseph saw his brothers, it was
clear tohimwho theywere, buthemadehimself strange to them, and talking
roughly to them, said, Where do you come from? And they said, From the
land of Canaan, to get food. 8 Now though Joseph saw that these were his
brothers, they had no idea who he was. 9 Then the memory of his dreams
about themcameback to Joseph, andhe said to them, Youhave comesecretly
to see how poor the land is. 10 And they said to him, Not so, my lord: your
servants have comewithmoney to get food. 11Weare all oneman's sons, we
are true men; we have not come with any secret purpose. 12And he said to
them, No, but you have come to see how poor the land is. 13 Then they said,
Weyour servants are twelvebrothers, sonsof oneman in the landofCanaan;
the youngest of us is now with our father, and one is dead. 14 And Joseph
said, It is as I said; you have come with some secret purpose; 15 But in this
way will you be put to the test: by the life of Pharaoh, you will not go away
from this place till your youngest brother comes here. 16 Send one of your
number to get your brother, and the rest of youwill be kept in prison, so that
your wordsmay be tested to see if you are true; if not, by the life of Pharaoh,
your purpose is certainly secret. 17 So he put them in prison for three days.
18And on the third day Joseph said to them, Do this, if you would keep your
lives: for I am a god-fearing man: 19 If you are true men, let one of you be
kept in prison, while you go and take grain for the needs of your families;
20And come back tomewith your youngest brother, so that yourwordsmay
be seen to be true, and you will not be put to death. This is what you are
to do. 21 And they said to one another, Truly, we did wrong to our brother,
for we saw his grief of mind, and we did not give ear to his prayers; that is
why this trouble has come on us. 22And Reuben said to them, Did I not say to
you, Do the child no wrong? but you gave no attention; so now, punishment
has come on us for his blood. 23 They were not conscious that the sense of
theirwordswas clear to Joseph, for he had been talking to them through one



Genesis 42:24 44 Genesis 43:12

who had knowledge of their language. 24And turning away from them, he
was overcomewithweeping; thenhewent on talking to themagain and took
Simeon and put chains on him before their eyes. 25Then Joseph gave orders
for their bags to be made full of grain, and for every man's money to be put
back into his bag, and for food to be given them for the journey: which was
done. 26Then theyput the bags of grain on their asses andwent away. 27Now
at their night's resting-place oneof them, openinghis bag to givehis ass some
food, saw his money in the mouth of the bag. 28And he said to his brothers,
My money has been given back: it is in my bag; then their hearts became
full of fear, and turning to one another they said,What is this which God has
done to us? 29Sowhen they came to Jacob their father, in the land of Canaan,
they gave him an account of all their experiences, saying, 30Themanwho is
the ruler of the country was rough with us and put us in prison, saying that
we had come with a secret evil purpose. 31And we said to him, We are true
men, we have no evil designs; 32We are twelve brothers, sons of our father;
one is dead, and the youngest is now with our father in the land of Canaan.
33 And the ruler of the land said, In this way I may be certain that you are
true men; let one of you be kept here with me, while you go and take grain
for the needs of your families; 34And come back to me with your youngest
brother: then I will be certain that you are true men, and I will give your
brother back to you and let you do trade in the land. 35And when they took
the grain out of their bags, it was seen that everyman's parcel of moneywas
in his bag; and when they and their father saw the money, they were full of
fear. 36And Jacob their father said to them, You have takenmy children from
me: Joseph is gone and Simeon is gone, and now you would take Benjamin
away; all these things have comeonme. 37AndReuben said, Putmy two sons
to death if I donot comeback to youwithhim; let himbe inmy care and Iwill
give him safely back to you. 38Andhe said, I will not letmy son go downwith
you; for his brother is dead and he is all I have: if evil overtakes him on the
journey, then through you will my grey head go down to the underworld in
sorrow.

43
1Now the landwas in bitter need of food. 2Andwhen the grainwhich they

had got in Egypt was all used up, their father said to them, Go again and get
us a little food. 3 And Judah said to him, The man said to us with an oath,
You are not to come before me again without your brother. 4 If you will let
our brother go with us, we will go down and get food: 5 But if you will not
send him, we will not go down: for the man said to us, You are not to come
before me if your brother is not with you. 6And Israel said, Why were you
so cruel to me as to say to him that you had a brother? 7And they said, The
man put a number of questions to us about ourselves and our family, saying,
Is your father still living? have you another brother? And we had to give
him answers; how were we to have any idea that he would say, Come back
with your brother? 8Then Judah said to Israel, his father, Send the boy with
me, and let us be up and going, so that we and you and our little ones may
not come to destruction. 9 Put him into my care and make me responsible
for him: if I do not give him safely back to you, let mine be the sin for ever.
10Truly, if we had not let the time go by, we might have come back again by
now. 11 Then their father Israel said to them, If it has to be so, then do this:
take of the best fruits of the land in your vessels to give the man, perfumes
and honey and spices and nuts: 12And take twice as much money with you;
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that is to say, take back the money which was put in your bags, for it may
have been an error; 13And take your brother and go back to theman: 14And
may God, the Ruler of all, give you mercy before the man, so that he may
give you back your other brother and Benjamin. If my children are to be
taken fromme; there is no help for it. 15 So they took what their father said
for the man, and twice as much money in their hands, and Benjamin, and
went on their journey to Egypt, and came before Joseph. 16Andwhen Joseph
saw Benjamin, he said to his chief servant, Take these men into my house,
and make ready a meal, for they will take food with me in the middle of the
day. 17 And the servant did as Joseph said, and took the men into Joseph's
house. 18Now the men were full of fear because they had been taken into
Joseph's house and they said, It is because of the money which was put back
in our bags the first time; he is looking for something against us, so that he
may come down on us and take us and our asses for his use. 19 So they went
up to Joseph's chief servant at the door of the house, 20And said, O my lord,
we only came down the first time to get food; 21And when we came to our
night's resting-place, on opening our bags we saw that every man's money
was in the mouth of his bag, all our money in full weight: and we have it
with us to give it back; 22As well as more money, with which to get food: we
have no ideawho put ourmoney in our bags. 23Then the servant said, Peace
be with you: have no fear: your God, even the God of your father, has put
wealth in your bags for you: I had yourmoney. Then he let Simeon come out
to them. 24 And the servant took them into Joseph's house, and gave them
water for washing their feet; and he gave their asses food. 25 And they got
ready the things for Josephbefore he came in themiddle of the day: forword
was given to them that they were to have a meal there. 26And when Joseph
came in, they gave him the things which they had for him, and went down
to the earth before him. 27 And he said, How are you? is your father well,
the old man of whom you were talking to me? is he still living? 28And they
said, Your servant, our father, is well, he is still living. And they went down
on their faces before him. 29 Then, lifting up his eyes, he saw Benjamin, his
brother, hismother's son, andhe said, Is this your youngest brother ofwhom
yougavemeword? Andhe said, Godbe good to you,my son. 30Then Joseph's
heart went out to his brother, and he went quickly into his room, for he was
overcome with weeping. 31 Then, after washing his face, he came out, and
controlling his feelings said, Put food before us. 32And they put ameal ready
for him by himself, and for them by themselves, and for the Egyptians who
werewith himby themselves; because the Egyptiansmay not take foodwith
the Hebrews, for that would make them unclean. 33And they were all given
their seats before him in order of birth, from the oldest to the youngest: so
that they were looking at one another in wonder. 34And Joseph sent food to
them from his table, but he sent five times as much to Benjamin as to any of
the others. And they took wine freely with him.

44
1 Then he gave orders to the servant who was over his house, saying, Put

as much food into the men's bags as will go into them, and put every man's
money in the mouth of his bag; 2 And put my cup, my silver cup, in the
youngest one's bag, with his money. So he did as Joseph said. 3And at dawn
the men, with their asses, were sent away. 4And when they had gone only a
little way out of the town, Joseph said to the servantwhowas over his house,
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Goafter them; andwhenyouovertake them, say to them,Whyhaveyoudone
evil in reward for good? 5 Is not this the cup fromwhich my lord takes wine
andbywhichhe gets knowledgeof the future? Truly, youhavedone evil. 6So
he overtook them and said thesewords to them. 7And they said to him,Why
doesmy lord say suchwords as these? far be it fromyour servants to do such
a thing: 8 See, the money which was in the mouth of our bags we gave back
to you when we came again from Canaan: how thenmight we take silver or
gold fromyour lord'shouse? 9 If it comes to light that anyofyour servantshas
done this, let him be put to death, andwewill be your lord's servants. 10And
hesaid, Let it beasyousay: he inwhosebag it is seenwill becomemyservant;
and youwill not be responsible. 11Then everyman quickly got his bag down
and undid it. 12And he made a search, starting with the oldest and ending
with the youngest; and the cupwas in Benjamin's bag. 13Then in bitter grief
they put the bags on the asses again and went back to the town. 14 So Judah
and his brothers came to Joseph's house; and he was still there: and they
went down on their faces before him. 15And Joseph said, What is this thing
which you have done? had you no thought that such a man as I would have
power to see what is secret? 16 And Judah said, What are we to say to my
lord? how may we put ourselves right in his eyes? God has made clear the
sinofyour servants: nowweare inyourhands,weand theman inwhosebag
your cup was seen. 17 Then he said, Far be it from me to do so: but the man
who had my cup will be my servant; and you may go back to your father in
peace. 18Then Judah camenearhim, and said, Let your servant say aword in
my lord's ears, and let not your wrath be burning against your servant: for
you are in the place of Pharaoh to us. 19My lord said to his servants, Have
you a father or a brother? 20And we said to my lord, We have an old father
and a young child, whom he had when he was old; his brother is dead and
he is the only son of his mother, and is very dear to his father. 21 And you
said to your servants, Let him come down to me with you, so that I may see
him. 22And we said to my lord, His father will not let him go; for if he went
away his father would come to his death. 23 But you said to your servants,
If your youngest brother does not come with you, you will not see my face
again. 24And when we went back to your servant, our father, we gave him
an account of my lord's words. 25And our father said, Go again and get us a
little food. 26And we said, Only if our youngest brother goes with us will we
go down; for we may not see the man's face again if our youngest brother is
not with us. 27And our father said to us, You have knowledge that my wife
gave me two sons; 28 The one went away from me, and I said, Truly he has
come to a violent death; and from that time I have not seen him, 29 If now
you take this one from me, and some evil comes to him, you will make my
grey head go down in sorrow to the underworld. 30 If then I go back to your
servant, my father, without the boy, because his life and the boy's life are
one, 31When he sees that the boy is not with us, he will come to his death,
and our father's grey head will go down in sorrow to the underworld. 32For
I made myself responsible for the boy to my father, saying, If I do not give
him safely back to you, let mine be the sin for ever. 33 So now let me be my
lord's servant here in place of the boy, and let him go backwith his brothers.
34For howmay I go back tomy fatherwithout the boy, and see the evil which
will come onmy father?
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45
1Then Joseph, unable to keepbackhis feelings before thosewhowerewith

him, gave orders for everyone to be sent away, andno onewas presentwhen
hemadeclear tohisbrotherswhohewas. 2Andso loudwashisweeping, that
it came to the ears of theEgyptians andall Pharaoh's house. 3And Joseph said
to his brothers, I am Joseph: is my father still living? But his brothers were
not able to give him an answer for they were troubled before him. 4 Then
Joseph said to his brothers, Come near to me. And they came near, And he
said, I am Joseph your brother, whom you sent into Egypt. 5Now do not be
troubled or angry with yourselves for sending me away, because God sent
mebefore you to be the saviour of your lives. 6For these twoyears havebeen
years of need, and there are still fivemore years to come inwhich there will
be no ploughing or cutting of grain. 7 God sent me before you to keep you
and yours living on earth so that youmight become a great nation. 8 So now
it was not youwho sentme here, but God: and he hasmademe as a father to
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Now
go quickly to my father, and say to him, Your son Joseph says, God has made
me ruler over all the land of Egypt: come down to me straight away: 10 The
land of Goshen will be your living-place, and you will be near me; you and
your children and your children's children, and your flocks and herds and
all you have: 11And there I will take care of you, so that you and your family
may not be in need, for there are still five bad years to come. 12Now truly,
your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it is my mouth
which says these things toyou. 13Givemyfatherwordofallmyglory inEgypt
and of all you have seen; and come back quickly with my father. 14 Then,
weeping, he took Benjamin in his arms, and Benjamin himself was weeping
on Joseph's neck. 15 Then he gave a kiss to all his brothers, weeping over
them; and after that his brothers had no fear of talking to him. 16And news
of these things went through Pharaoh's house, and it was said that Joseph's
brotherswere come; and it seemed good to Pharaoh and his servants. 17And
Pharaoh said to Joseph, Say to your brothers, Put your goods on your beasts
and go back to the land of Canaan; 18And get your father and your families
and come back tome: and Iwill give you all the good things of Egypt, and the
fat of the land will be your food. 19And say to them, This you are to do: take
carts from the land of Egypt for your little ones and for your wives, and get
your father and come back. 20 And take no thought for your goods, for the
best of all the land of Egypt is yours. 21And the children of Israel did as he
said; and Joseph gave them carts as had been ordered by Pharaoh, and food
for their journey. 22To every one of them he gave three changes of clothing;
but to Benjamin he gave three hundred bits of silver and five changes of
clothing. 23And to his father he sent ten asses with good things from Egypt
on their backs, and ten she-asseswith grainandbreadand food forhis father
on the journey. 24 And he sent his brothers on their way, and said to them,
See that you have no argument on the road. 25 So they went up from Egypt
and came to the land of Canaan, to their father Jacob. 26 And they said to
him, Joseph is living, and is ruler over all the land of Egypt. And at this word
Jacob was quite overcome, for he had no faith in it. 27And they gave him an
account of everything Joseph had said to them; and when he saw the carts
which Joseph had sent for them, his spirit came back to him: 28 And Israel
said, It is enough: Joseph my son is still living; I will go and see him before
my death.
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46
1And Israel went on his journey with all he had, and came to Beer-sheba,

where he made offerings to the God of his father Isaac. 2 And God said to
Israel in a night-vision, Jacob, Jacob. And he said, Here am I. 3And he said,
I am God, the God of your father: go down to Egypt without fear, for I will
make a great nation of you there: 4 I will go down with you to Egypt, and
I will see that you come back again, and at your death Joseph will put his
hands on your eyes. 5 Then Jacob went on from Beer-sheba; and the sons
of Jacob took their father and their little ones and their wives in the carts
which Pharaoh had sent for them. 6 And they took their cattle and all the
goods which they had got in the land of Canaan, and came to Egypt, even
Jacob and all his seed: 7His sons and his sons' sons, his daughters and his
daughters' sonsandallhis familyhe tookwithhimintoEgypt. 8Andtheseare
the names of the children of Israel who came into Egypt, even Jacob and all
his sons: Reuben, Jacob's oldest son; 9And the sons of Reuben: Hanoch and
Pallu and Hezron and Carmi; 10And the sons of Simeon: Jemuel and Jamin
and Ohad and Jachin and Zohar and Shaul, the son of a woman of Canaan;
11 And the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari; 12 And the sons of
Judah: Er and Onan and Shelah and Perez and Zerah: but Er and Onan had
come to their death in the landof Canaan; and the sons of PerezwereHezron
andHamul. 13And the sons of Issachar: Tola and Puah and Job and Shimron;
14And the sons of Zebulun: Sered and Elon and Jahleel; 15All these, together
with his daughter Dinah, were the children of Leah, whom Jacob had by her
in Paddan-aram; they were thirty-three in number. 16And the sons of Gad:
Ziphion andHaggi, Shuni andEzbon, Eri andArodi andAreli; 17And the sons
of Asher: Jimnah and Ishvah and Ishvi and Beriah, and Sarah, their sister;
and the sons of Beriah: Heber and Malchiel. 18 These are the children of
Zilpah, whom Laban gave to his daughter Leah, and Jacob had these sixteen
children by her. 19 The sons of Jacob's wife Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin.
20And Joseph had Manasseh and Ephraim in the land of Egypt, by Asenath,
the daughter of Poti-phera, priest of On. 21 And the sons of Benjamin were
Belah andBecher andAshbel, Gera andNaaman, Ehi andRosh,Muppimand
HuppimandArd. 22All thesewere the childrenofRachelwhomJacobhadby
her, fourteen persons. 23And the son of Dan was Hushim. 24And the sons of
Naphtali: Jahzeel andGuni and Jezer andShillem. 25Thesewere the children
of Bilhah, whom Laban gave to his daughter Rachel, seven persons. 26 All
the persons who came with Jacob into Egypt, the offspring of his body, were
sixty-six, without taking into account the wives of Jacob's sons. 27 And the
sonsof Josephwhomhehad inEgyptwere two. Seventypersonsof the family
of Jacob came into Egypt. 28Nowhe had sent Judah before him to Goshen, to
get word from Joseph; and so they came to the land of Goshen. 29And Joseph
got his carriage ready and went to Goshen for the meeting with his father;
and when he came before him, he put his arms round his neck, weeping.
30And Israel said to Joseph, Now that I have seen you living again, I am ready
for death. 31And Joseph said to his brothers and to his father's people, I will
go andgive thenews toPharaoh, and say tohim,Mybrothers andmy father's
people, from the land of Canaan, have come to me; 32 And these men are
keepers of sheep and owners of cattle, and have with them their flocks and
their herds and all they have. 33Nowwhen Pharaoh sends for you and says,
What is your business? 34You are to say, Your servants have been keepers of
cattle from our early days up to now, like our fathers; in this way youwill be
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able to have the land of Goshen for yourselves; because keepers of sheep are
unclean in the eyes of the Egyptians.

47
1Then Joseph went to Pharaoh, and said, My father andmy brothers with

their flocks and their herds and all they have, are come from Canaan, and
are now in the land of Goshen. 2And he took five of his brothers to Pharaoh.
3 And Pharaoh said to them, What is your business? And they said, Your
servants are keepers of sheep, as our fathers were before us. 4And they said
to Pharaoh,We have come tomake a living in this land, because we have no
grass for our flocks in the land of Canaan; so now let your servants make a
place for themselves in the land of Goshen. 5And Pharaoh said to Joseph, Let
themhave the landofGoshen; and if thereareanyablemenamong them,put
them over my cattle. 6And Jacob and his sons came to Joseph in Egypt, and
whenword of it came to the ears of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, he said to Joseph,
Your father and brothers have come to you; all the land of Egypt is before
you; let your father and your brothers have the best of the land for their
resting-place. 7 Then Joseph made his father Jacob come before Pharaoh,
and Jacob gave him his blessing. 8 And Pharaoh said to him, How old are
you? 9 And Jacob said, The years of my wanderings have been a hundred
and thirty; small in number and full of sorrow have been the years of my
life, and less than the years of the wanderings of my fathers. 10 And Jacob
gave Pharaoh his blessing, and went out from before him. 11 And Joseph
made a place for his father and his brothers, and gave them a heritage in the
land of Egypt, in the best of the land, the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had
given orders. 12And Joseph took care of his father and his brothers and all
his father's people, giving them food for the needs of their families. 13Now
therewas no food to be had in all the land, so that all Egypt and Canaanwere
wasted from need of food. 14And all the money in Egypt and in the land of
Canaan which had been given for grain, came into the hands of Joseph: and
he put it in Pharaoh's house. 15Andwhen all themoney in Egypt and Canaan
was gone, the Egyptians came to Joseph, and said, Give us bread; would you
have us come to destruction before your eyes? for we have nomore money.
16And Joseph said, Give me your cattle; I will give you grain in exchange for
your cattle if yourmoney is all gone. 17So they took their cattle to Joseph and
he gave them bread in exchange for their horses and flocks and herds and
asses, so all that year he gave them food in exchange for their cattle. 18And
when that yearwas ended, they came to him in the second year, and said,We
maynot keep it fromour lord's knowledge that all ourmoney is gone, and all
the herds of cattle are my lord's; there is nothing more to give my lord but
our bodies and our land; 19Are we to come to destruction before your eyes,
we and our land? take us and our land and give us bread; and we and our
land will be servants to Pharaoh; and give us seed so that we may have life
and the landmay not becomewaste. 20So Joseph got all the land in Egypt for
Pharaoh; for every Egyptian gave up his land in exchange for food, because
of their great need; so all the landbecamePharaoh's. 21Andas for thepeople,
hemade servants of them, town by town, from one end of Egypt to the other.
22Only he did not take the land of the priests, for the priests had their food
given them by Pharaoh, and having what Pharaoh gave them, they had no
need to give up their land. 23 Then Joseph said to the people, I have made
you and your land this day the property of Pharaoh; here is seed for you to
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put in your fields. 24And when the grain is cut, you are to give a fifth part to
Pharaoh, and fourpartswill beyours for seedand food, and foryour families
and your little ones. 25 And they said to him, Truly you have kept us from
death; may we have grace in your eyes, and we will be Pharaoh's servants.
26Then Joseph made a law which is in force to this day, that Pharaoh was to
have the fifth part; only the land of the priests did not become his. 27 And
so Israel was living among the Egyptians in the land of Goshen; and they got
property there, and became very great in numbers and in wealth. 28 And
Jacob was living in the land of Goshen for seventeen years; so the years of
his life were a hundred and forty-seven. 29And the time of his death came
near, and he sent for his son Joseph and said to him, If now I am dear to you,
put your hand undermy leg and take an oath that youwill not putme to rest
in Egypt; 30But when I go to my fathers, you are to take me out of Egypt and
put me to rest in their last resting-place. And he said, I will do so. 31And he
said, Take anoath tome; andhe took anoath to him: and Israel gaveworship
on the bed's head.

48
1Now after these things, word came to Joseph that his father was ill: and

he took with him his sons Manasseh and Ephraim. 2 And when they said
to Jacob, Your son Joseph is coming to see you: then Israel, getting all his
strength together, had himself lifted up in his bed. 3And Jacob said to Joseph,
God, the Ruler of all, came to me in a vision at Luz in the land of Canaan,
and gave me his blessing, 4 And said to me, Truly, I will make you fertile
and give you increase and will make of you a great family of nations: and
I will give this land to your seed after you to be their heritage for ever. 5And
nowyour two sonswho came to birth in Egypt before I came to you here, are
mine; Ephraim andManasseh will be mine, in the same way as Reuben and
Simeon are. 6 And any other offspring which you have after them, will be
yours, and will be named after their brothers in their heritage. 7And as for
me, when I came from Paddan, death overtook Rachel on the way, when we
were still somedistance fromEphrath; and I put her to rest there on the road
to Ephrath, which is Beth-lehem. 8Then Israel, looking at Joseph's sons, said,
Who are these? 9And Joseph said to his father, They aremy sons, whomGod
has givenme in this land. Andhe said, Let themcomenearme, and Iwill give
themablessing. 10Nowbecause Israelwas old, his eyeswere no longer clear,
and he was not able to see. So he made them come near to him, and he gave
them a kiss, folding them in his arms. 11And Israel said to Joseph, I had no
hope of seeing your face again, but God in his mercy has let me see you and
your children. 12Then Joseph took them from between his knees, and went
down on his face to the earth. 13 Then taking Ephraim with his right hand,
Joseph put him at Israel's left side, and with his left hand he put Manasseh
at Israel's right side, placing them near him. 14And Israel, stretching out his
right hand, put it on the head of Ephraim, the younger, and his left hand on
the head ofManasseh, crossing his hands on purpose, forManassehwas the
older. 15 And he gave Joseph a blessing, saying, May the God to whom my
fathers, Abraham and Isaac, gave worship, the God who has taken care of
me all my life till this day, 16 The angel who has been my saviour from all
evil, send his blessing on these children: and let my name and the name of
my fathers, Abraham and Isaac, be given to them; and let them become a
great nation in the earth. 17Nowwhen Joseph saw that his father had put his
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righthandon theheadofEphraim, it didnot seemright tohim; and liftinghis
father's hand he would have put it on the head of Manasseh. 18And Joseph
said to his father, Not so, my father, for this is the older; put your right hand
on his head. 19 But his father would not, saying, I am doing it on purpose,
my son; he will certainly become a nation and a great one; but his younger
brother will be greater than he, and his seed will become a great family of
nations. 20 So he gave them his blessing that day, saying, You will be the
sign of blessing in Israel, for they will say, May God make you like Ephraim
and Manasseh; and he put Ephraim before Manasseh. 21Then Israel said to
Joseph, Nowmy death is near; but Godwill be with you, guiding you back to
the land of your fathers. 22And I have given you more than your brothers,
even Shechem as your heritage, which I took from the Amorites with my
sword andmy bow.

49
1 And Jacob sent for his sons, and said, Come together, all of you, so that

I may give you news of your fate in future times. 2 Come near, O sons of
Jacob, and give ear to the words of Israel your father. 3Reuben, you are my
oldest son, thefirst-fruit ofmy strength, first in pride andfirst in power: 4But
becauseyouwereuncontrolled, thefirst placewill notbeyours; for youwent
up to your father's bed, even his bride-bed, and made it unclean. 5 Simeon
andLeviarebrothers; deceit and forceare their secretdesigns. 6Takenopart
in their secrets, O my soul; keep far away, O my heart, from their meetings;
for in their wrath they put men to death, and for their pleasure even oxen
werewounded. 7Acurseon theirpassion for itwasbitter; andon theirwrath
for it was cruel. I will let their heritage in Jacob be broken up, driving them
from their places in Israel. 8 To you, Judah, will your brothers give praise:
your handwill be on the neck of your haters; your father's sonswill go down
to the earth before you. 9 Judah is a young lion; like a lion full of meat you
have become great, my son; now he takes his rest like a lion stretched out
and likeanold lion; bywhomwill his sleepbebroken? 10Therodof authority
will not be taken from Judah, and he will not be without a law-giver, till he
comes who has the right to it, and the peoples will put themselves under his
rule. 11Knotting his ass's cord to the vine, and his young ass to the best vine;
washing his robe in wine, and his clothing in the blood of grapes: 12His eyes
will be dark with wine, and his teeth white with milk. 13 The resting-place
of Zebulun will be by the sea, and he will be a harbour for ships; the edge
of his land will be by Zidon. 14 Issachar is a strong ass stretched out among
the flocks: 15 And he saw that rest was good and the land was pleasing; so
he let them put weights on his back and became a servant. 16 Dan will be
the judge of his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. 17May Dan be a snake
in the way, a horned snake by the road, biting the horse's foot so that the
horsemanhas a fall. 18 I have beenwaiting for your salvation, OLord. 19Gad,
anarmywill comeagainsthim, buthewill comedownon themin theirflight.
20 Asher's bread is fat; he gives delicate food for kings. 21Naphtali is a roe
let loose, giving fair young ones. 22 Joseph is a young ox, whose steps are
turned to the fountain; 23Hewas troubled by the archers; they sent out their
arrowsagainst him, cruellywoundinghim: 24But theirbowswerebrokenby
a strongone, and the cords of their armswere cut by the Strength of Jacob, by
the name of the Stone of Israel: 25Even by theGod of your father, whowill be
your help, and by the Ruler of all, whowillmake you fullwith blessings from
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heavenonhigh, blessingsof thedeepstretchedoutunder theearth, blessings
of the breasts and of the fertile body: 26Blessings of sons, old and young, to
the father: blessings of the oldestmountains and the fruit of the eternal hills:
let them come on the head of Joseph, on the crown of himwhowas separate
from his brothers. 27Benjamin is a wolf, searching for meat: in themorning
he takes his food, and in the evening hemakes division ofwhat he has taken.
28These are the twelve tribes of Israel: and these are the words their father
said to them, blessing them; to every one he gave his blessing. 29Andhe gave
orders to them, saying, Put me to rest with my people and with my fathers,
in the hollowof the rock in the field of Ephron theHittite, 30 In the rock in the
field of Machpelah, near Mamre in the land of Canaan, which Abraham got
fromEphron theHittite, to be his resting-place. 31There Abrahamand Sarah
his wife were put to rest, and there they put Isaac and Rebekah his wife, and
there I put Leah to rest. 32 In the rock in the field which was got for a price
from the people of Heth. 33 And when Jacob had come to the end of these
words to his sons, stretching himself on his bed, he gave up his spirit, and
went the way of his people.

50
1And Joseph put his head down on his father's face, weeping and kissing

him. 2 And Joseph gave orders to his servants who had the necessary
knowledge, to make his father's body ready, folding it in linen with spices,
and they did so. 3And the forty days needed formaking the body readywent
by: and there was weeping for him among the Egyptians for seventy days.
4Andwhen thedaysofweeping forhimwerepast, Josephsaid to the servants
of Pharaoh, If now you have love for me, say these words to Pharaoh: 5My
father made me take an oath, saying, When I am dead, put me to rest in the
place I have made ready for myself in the land of Canaan. So now let me go
and putmy father in his last resting-place, and I will come back again. 6And
Pharaoh said, Goupandput your father to rest, as you gave your oath tohim.
7 So Joseph went up to put his father in his last resting-place; and with him
went all the servants of Pharaoh, and the chief men of his house and all the
chiefs of the landofEgypt, 8Andall the family of Joseph, andhis brothers and
his father's people: only their little ones and their flocks and herds they did
not take with them from the land of Goshen. 9And carriages went up with
him and horsemen, a great army. 10And they came to the grain-floor of Atad
on the other side of Jordan, and there they gave the last honours to Jacob,
with great and bitter sorrow, weeping for their father for seven days. 11And
when the people of the land, the people of Canaan, at the grain-floor of Atad,
saw their grief, they said, Great is the grief of the Egyptians: so the placewas
namedAbel-mizraim, on the other side of Jordan. 12So his sons did as he had
given themorders to do: 13For they took him into the land of Canaan andput
him to rest in the hollow rock in the field of Machpelah, which Abraham got
with the field, for a resting-place, from Ephron the Hittite at Mamre. 14And
whenhis fatherhadbeenput to rest, Josephandhis brothers andallwhohad
gone with him, went back to Egypt. 15 Now after the death of their father,
Joseph's brothers said to themselves, It may be that Joseph's heart will be
turned against us, and he will give us punishment for all the evil which we
did to him. 16 So they sent word to Joseph, saying, Your father, before his
death, gave us orders, saying, 17You are to say to Joseph, Let thewrongdoing
of your brothers be overlooked, and the evil they did to you: now, if it is your
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pleasure, let the sin of the servants of your father's God have forgiveness.
Andat thesewords, Josephwasovercomewithweeping. 18Thenhisbrothers
went, and falling at his feet, said, Truly, we are your servants. 19And Joseph
said, Haveno fear: am I in the place of God? 20As for you, itwas in yourmind
to dome evil, but God has given a happy outcome, the salvation of numbers
of people, as you see today. 21 So now, have no fear: for I will take care of
you and your little ones. So he gave them comfort with kind words. 22Now
Joseph and all his father's family went on living in Egypt: and the years of
Joseph's life were a hundred and ten. 23And Joseph saw Ephraim's children
of the third generation: and the children of Machir, the son of Manasseh,
came to birth on Joseph's knees. 24Then Joseph said to his brothers, The time
of my death has come; but God will keep you in mind and take you out of
this land into the land which he gave by his oath to Abraham and Isaac and
Jacob. 25 Then Joseph made the children of Israel take an oath, saying, God
will certainly give effect tohisword, andyouare to takemybones away from
here. 26So Joseph came to his death, being a hundred and ten years old: and
theymade his body ready, and he was put in a chest in Egypt.
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The Second Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called

Exodus
1Now these are the names of the sons of Israelwho came into Egypt; every

man and his family came with Jacob. 2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah;
3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin; 4Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 5All
the offspring of Jacob were seventy persons: and Joseph had come to Egypt
before them. 6Then Joseph came to his end, and all his brothers, and all that
generation. 7And the children of Israel were fertile, increasing very greatly
in numbers and in power; and the land was full of them. 8Now a new king
came topower inEgypt,whohadnoknowledgeof Joseph. 9Andhe said tohis
people, See, the people of Israel are greater in number and in power thanwe
are: 10Let us take care for fear that their numbersmay become even greater,
and if there is a war, they may be joined with those who are against us, and
make an attack on us, and go up out of the land. 11 So they put overseers of
forced work over them, in order to make their strength less by the weight of
their work. And they made store-towns for Pharaoh, Pithom and Raamses.
12 But the more cruel they were to them, the more their number increased,
till all the landwas full of them. And the children of Israel were hated by the
Egyptians. 13 And they gave the children of Israel even harder work to do:
14Andmade their lives bitterwith hardwork,making building-material and
bricks, and doing all sorts of work in the fields under the hardest conditions.
15And the king of Egypt said to theHebrewwomenwhogavehelp at the time
of childbirth (the name of the one was Shiphrah and the name of the other
Puah), 16When you are looking after theHebrewwomen in childbirth, if it is
a son you are to put him to death; but if it is a daughter, shemay go on living.
17But thewomenhad the fear ofGod, anddidnot do as the king of Egypt said,
but let the male children go on living. 18And the king of Egypt sent for the
women, and said to them,Why have you done this, and let themale children
go on living? 19And they said to Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women are
not like the Egyptian women, for they are strong, and the birth takes place
before we come to them. 20 And the blessing of God was on these women:
and the people were increased in number and became very strong. 21And
because the women who took care of the Hebrew mothers had the fear of
God, he gave them families. 22 And Pharaoh gave orders to all his people,
saying, Every son who comes to birth is to be put into the river, but every
daughter may go on living.

2
1Now aman of the house of Levi took as his wife a daughter of Levi. 2And

she became with child and gave birth to a Son; and when she saw that he
was a beautiful child, she kept him secretly for three months. 3 And when
she was no longer able to keep him secret, she made him a basket out of the
stems of water-plants, pasting sticky earth over it to keep the water out; and
placing the baby in it she put it among the plants by the edge of the Nile.
4 And his sister took her place at a distance to see what would become of
him. 5Now Pharaoh's daughter came down to the Nile to take a bath, while
her women were walking by the riverside; and she saw the basket among
the river-plants, and sent her servant-girl to get it. 6And opening it, she saw
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the child, and he was crying. And she had pity on him, and said, This is one
of the Hebrews' children. 7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, May
I go and get you one of the Hebrew women to give him the breast? 8 And
Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Go. And the girl went and got the child's
mother. 9And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Take the child away and give
it milk for me, and I will give you payment. And the woman took the child
and gave it milk at her breast. 10Andwhen the child was older, she took him
to Pharaoh's daughter and he became her son, and she gave him the name
Moses, Because, she said, I took him out of the water. 11Now when Moses
had become a man, one day he went out to his people and saw how hard
their work was; and he saw an Egyptian giving blows to a Hebrew, one of
his people. 12And turning this way and that, and seeing no one, he put the
Egyptian to death, covering his body with sand. 13And he went out the day
after and saw two of the Hebrews fighting: and he said to him who was in
the wrong, Why are you fighting your brother? 14 And he said, Who made
you a ruler and a judge over us? are you going to put me to death as you
did the Egyptian? And Moses was in fear, and said, It is clear that the thing
has come to light. 15 Now when Pharaoh had news of this, he would have
put Moses to death. But Moses went in flight from Pharaoh into the land of
Midian: and he took his seat by a water-spring. 16Now the priest of Midian
had seven daughters: and they came to get water for their father's flock.
17 And the keepers of the sheep came up and were driving them away; but
Moses got up and came to their help, watering their flock for them. 18 And
when they came to Reuel their father, he said, How is it that you have come
back soquickly today? 19And they said, AnEgyptian came toourhelpagainst
the keepers of sheep and got water for us and gave it to the flock. 20And he
said to his daughters, Where is he? why have you let the man go? make him
come in and give him a meal. 21And Moses was happy to go on living with
theman; and he gave his daughter Zipporah to Moses. 22And she gave birth
to a son, to whom he gave the name Gershom: for he said, I have been living
in a strange land. 23Now after a long time the king of Egypt came to his end:
and the children of Israel were crying in their grief under theweight of their
work, and their cry for help came to the ears of God. 24And at the sound of
their weeping the agreement which God hadmadewith Abraham and Isaac
and Jacob came to hismind. 25AndGod's eyeswere turned to the children of
Israel and he gave them the knowledge of himself.

3
1 Now Moses was looking after the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, the

priest ofMidian: andhe took theflock to theback of thewaste landand came
to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2And the angel of the Lord was seen by him
in a flame of fire coming out of a thorn-tree: and he saw that the tree was on
fire, but it was not burned up. 3AndMoses said, I will go and see this strange
thing, why the tree is not burned up, 4And when the Lord saw him turning
to one side to see, God said his name out of the tree, crying, Moses, Moses.
And he said, Here am I. 5And he said, Do not come near: take off your shoes
from your feet, for the place where you are is holy. 6And he said, I am the
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob. And Moses kept his face covered for fear of looking on God. 7 And
God said, Truly, I have seen the grief of my people in Egypt, and their cry
because of their cruel masters has come tomy ears; for I have knowledge of



Exodus 3:8 56 Exodus 4:8

their sorrows; 8And I have come down to take them out of the hands of the
Egyptians, guiding them out of that land into a good land and wide, into a
land flowing with milk and honey; into the place of the Canaanite and the
Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite.
9 For now, truly, the cry of the children of Israel has come to me, and I have
seen the cruel behaviour of the Egyptians to them. 10 Come, then, and I will
send you to Pharaoh, so that youmay take my people, the children of Israel,
out of Egypt. 11And Moses said to God, Who am I to go to Pharaoh and take
the children of Israel out of Egypt? 12And he said, Truly I will be with you;
and thiswill be the sign to you that I have sent you: when you have taken the
childrenof Israel out ofEgypt, youwill giveworship toGodon thismountain.
13 And Moses said to God, When I come to the children of Israel and say to
them, The God of your fathers has sent me to you: and they say to me, What
is his name? what am I to say to them? 14And God said to him, I AMWHAT I
AM: and he said, Say to the children of Israel, I AMhas sentme to you. 15And
Godwenton to say toMoses, Say to the childrenof Israel, TheLord, theGodof
your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has sent me to you:
this is my name for ever, and this is my sign to all generations. 16Go and get
together the chiefs of the children of Israel, and say to them, The Lord, the
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has been
seen byme, and has said, Truly I have taken up your cause, because of what
is done toyou inEgypt; 17And Ihave said, Iwill takeyouupoutof the sorrows
of Egypt into the land of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and
the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite, into a land flowing with milk
and honey. 18And they will give ear to your voice: and you, with the chiefs
of Israel, will go to Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, and say to him, The Lord, the
God of the Hebrews, has come to us: let us then go three days' journey into
the waste land to make an offering to the Lord our God. 19And I am certain
that the king of Egyptwill not let you gowithout being forced. 20But Iwill put
outmyhandandovercomeEgyptwithall thewonderswhich Iwill doamong
them: and after that he will let you go. 21And I will give this people grace in
the eyes of the Egyptians, so that when you go out you will go out with your
hands full. 22 For every woman will get from her neighbour and from the
woman living in her house, ornaments of silver and gold, and clothing; and
youwill put them on your sons and your daughters; youwill take the best of
their goods from the Egyptians.

4
1And Moses, answering, said, It is certain that they will not have faith in

meorgive ear tomyvoice; for theywill say, Youhavenot seen theLord. 2And
the Lord said to him,What is that in your hand? And he said, A rod. 3And he
said, Put it downon the earth. And he put it downon the earth and it became
a snake; and Moses went running from it. 4And the Lord said to Moses, Put
out your hand and take it by the tail: (and he put out his hand and took a
grip of it and it became a rod in his hand:) 5 So that they may be certain that
the Lord, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob,
has been seenbyyou. 6Then theLord said tohimagain, Put yourhand inside
your clothing. And he put his hand inside his robe: and when he took it out
it was like the hand of a leper, as white as snow. 7And he said, Put your hand
inside your robe again. (And he put his hand into his robe again, and when
he took it out he saw that it had become like his other flesh.) 8 And if they
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do not have faith in you or give ear to the voice of the first sign, they will
have faith in the second sign. 9And if they have no faith even in these two
signs andwill not give ear to your voice, then you are to take thewater of the
Nile and put it on the dry land: and the water you take out of the river will
become blood on the dry land. 10And Moses said to the Lord, O Lord, I am
not a man of words; I have never been so, and am not now, even after what
you have said to your servant: for talking is hard for me, and I am slow of
tongue. 11And the Lord said to him,Who hasmademan'smouth? who takes
away a man's voice or hearing, or makes him seeing or blind? Is it not I, the
Lord? 12 So go now, and I will be with your mouth, teaching you what to say.
13Andhe said, OLord, send, if youwill, by thehandof anyonewhom it seems
good to you to send. 14And the Lordwas angrywithMoses, and said, Is there
not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? To my knowledge he is good at talking.
And now he is coming out to you: and when he sees you he will be glad in
his heart. 15Let him give ear to your voice, and you will put mywords in his
mouth; and I will be with your mouth and with his, teaching you what you
have to do. 16And he will do the talking for you to the people: he will be to
you as a mouth and you will be to him as God. 17And take in your hand this
rod with which you will do the signs. 18And Moses went back to Jethro, his
father-in-law, and said to him, Let me go back now to my relations in Egypt
and see if they are still living. And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace. 19And
the Lord said to Moses in Midian, Go back to Egypt, for all the men are dead
who were attempting to take your life. 20 And Moses took his wife and his
sons and put them on an ass andwent back to the land of Egypt: and he took
the rod of God in his hand. 21And the Lord said to Moses, When you go back
to Egypt, see that you do before Pharaoh all the wonders which I have given
you power to do: but I will make his heart hard and hewill not let the people
go. 22And you are to say to Pharaoh, The Lord says, Israel is the first of my
sons: 23 And I said to you, Let my son go, so that he may give me worship;
and you did not let him go: so now I will put the first of your sons to death.
24Now on the journey, at the night's resting-place, the Lord came in his way
and would have put him to death. 25Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and
cutting off the skin of her son's private parts, and touching his feet with it,
she said, Truly you are a husband of blood to me. 26 So he let him go. Then
she said, You are a husband of blood because of the circumcision. 27And the
Lord said to Aaron, Go into the waste land and you will see Moses. So he
went and came across Moses at the mountain of God, and gave him a kiss.
28 And Moses gave Aaron an account of all the words of the Lord which he
had sent him to say, and of all the signswhich he had given him orders to do.
29ThenMoses and Aaronwent and got together all the chiefs of the children
of Israel: 30AndAaron said to them all thewords the Lord had said toMoses,
and did the signs before all the people. 31And the people had faith in them;
andhearing that theLordhad takenup the causeof the childrenof Israel and
had seen their troubles, with bent heads they gave himworship.

5
1Andafter that,Moses andAaron came to Pharaoh, and said, TheLord, the

Godof Israel, says, Letmypeople go so that theymaykeep a feast tome in the
waste land. 2And Pharaoh said, Who is the Lord, to whose voice I am to give
ear and let Israel go? I have no knowledge of the Lord and Iwill not let Israel
go. 3And they said, The God of the Hebrews has come to us: let us then go
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three days' journey into the waste land to make an offering to the Lord our
God, so that he may not send death on us by disease or the sword. 4And the
king of Egypt said to them, Why do you, Moses and Aaron, take the people
away from theirwork? get back to yourwork. 5And Pharaoh said, Truly, the
people of the land are increasing in number, and you are keeping them back
from their work. 6 The same day Pharaoh gave orders to the overseers and
those who were responsible for the work, saying, 7Give these men no more
dry stems for their brick-making as you have been doing; let themgo and get
the material for themselves. 8 But see that they make the same number of
bricks as before, and no less: for they have no love for work; and so they are
crying out and saying, Let us go and make an offering to our God. 9Give the
men harder work, and see that they do it; let them not give attention to false
words. 10 And the overseers of the people and their responsible men went
out and said to the people, Pharaoh says, I will give you no more dry stems.
11Go yourselves and get dry stems wherever you are able; for your work is
not tobeany less. 12So thepeoplewere sent in all directions through the land
of Egypt to get dry grass for stems. 13And theoverseerswent ondriving them
and saying, Do your full day's work as beforewhen therewere dry stems for
you. 14And the responsible men of the children of Israel, whom Pharaoh's
overseers had put over them, were given blows, and they said to them,Why
have you not done your regular work, in making bricks as before? 15 Then
the responsiblemenof the childrenof Israel came toPharaoh, protestingand
saying, Why are you acting in this way to your servants? 16 They give us no
dry stemsand they say tous,Makebricks: and theygiveyour servantsblows;
but it is yourpeoplewhoare in thewrong. 17Buthe said, Youhaveno love for
work: that is why you say, Let us go and make an offering to the Lord. 18Go
now, get back to your work; no dry stemswill be given to you, but you are to
make the full number of bricks. 19Then the responsible men of the children
of Israel saw that they were purposing evil when they said, The number of
bricks which you have to make every day will be no less than before. 20And
they came face to face with Moses and Aaron, who were in their way when
they came out from Pharaoh: 21 And they said to them, May the Lord take
note of you and be your judge; for you have given Pharaoh and his servants
abadopinionofus, puttinga sword in theirhands forourdestruction. 22And
Moses went back to the Lord and said, Lord, why have you done evil to this
people? whyhave you sentme? 23For from the timewhen I came to Pharaoh
to put your words before him, he has done evil to this people, and you have
given them no help.

6
1 And the Lord said to Moses, Now you will see what I am about to do to

Pharaoh; for by a strong hand he will be forced to let them go, driving them
out of his land because of my outstretched arm. 2 And God said to Moses,
I am Yahweh: 3 I let myself be seen by Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God,
the Ruler of all; but they had no knowledge of my name Yahweh. 4 And I
made an agreement with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land of
their wanderings. 5And truly my ears are open to the cry of the children of
Israel whom the Egyptians keep under their yoke; and I have kept in mind
my agreement. 6 Say then to the children of Israel, I am Yahweh, and I will
take you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians, and make you safe from
their power, and will make you free by the strength of my arm after great
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punishments. 7And I will take you to be my people and I will be your God;
and you will be certain that I am the Lord your God, who takes you out
from under the yoke of the Egyptians. 8 And I will be your guide into the
land which I made an oath to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and
I will give it to you for your heritage: I am Yahweh. 9And Moses said these
words to the children of Israel, but they gave no attention to him, because of
the grief of their spirit and the cruel weight of their work. 10 And the Lord
said to Moses, 11Go in and say to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, that he is to let the
children of Israel go out of his land. 12AndMoses, answering the Lord, said,
See, the children of Israel will not give ear to me; how then will Pharaoh
give ear to me, whose lips are unclean? 13 And the word of the Lord came
to Moses and Aaron, with orders for the children of Israel and for Pharaoh,
king of Egypt, to take the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt. 14These
are the heads of their fathers' families: the sons of Reuben the oldest son
of Israel: Hanoch and Pallu, Hezron and Carmi: these are the families of
Reuben. 15And the sons of Simeon: Jemuel and Jamin and Ohad and Jachin
and Zohar and Shaul, the son of a woman of Canaan: these are the families
of Simeon. 16 And these are the names of the sons of Levi in the order of
their generations: Gershon and Kohath and Merari: and the years of Levi's
life were a hundred and thirty-seven. 17 The sons of Gershon: Libni and
Shimei, in the order of their families. 18And the sons of Kohath: Amram and
Izhar and Hebron and Uzziel: and the years of Kohath's life were a hundred
and thirty-three. 19And the sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi: these are the
families of the Levites, in the order of their generations. 20And Amram took
Jochebed, his father's sister, as wife; and she gave birth to Aaron andMoses:
and the years of Amram's life were a hundred and thirty-seven. 21 And
the sons of Izhar: Korah and Nepheg and Zichri. 22 And the sons of Uzziel:
Mishael and Elzaphan and Sithri. 23AndAaron took as his wife Elisheba, the
daughter of Amminadab, the sister of Nahshon; and she gave birth to Nadab
andAbihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 24And the sons of Korah: Assir andElkanah
andAbiasaph: these are the families of theKorahites. 25AndEleazar, Aaron's
son, took as his wife one of the daughters of Putiel; and she gave birth to
Phinehas. These are the heads of the families of the Levites, in the order of
their families. 26Theseare the sameAaronandMoses towhomtheLord said,
Take the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt in their armies. 27 These
are themenwho gave orders to Pharaoh to let the children of Israel go out of
Egypt: theseare the sameMosesandAaron. 28Andon thedaywhen theword
of theLord came toMoses in the landof Egypt, 29TheLord said toMoses, I am
the Lord: say to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, everything I am saying to you. 30And
Moses said to the Lord, My lips are unclean; how is it possible that Pharaoh
will give me a hearing?

7
1And the Lord said to Moses, See I have made you a god to Pharaoh, and

Aaron your brother will be your prophet. 2 Say whatever I give you orders
to say: and Aaron your brother will give word to Pharaoh to let the children
of Israel go out of his land. 3And I will make Pharaoh's heart hard, and my
signs and wonders will be increased in the land of Egypt. 4But Pharaoh will
not give ear to you, and I will putmy hand on Egypt, and takemy armies, my
people, the childrenof Israel, out ofEgypt, after greatpunishments. 5And the
Egyptians will see that I am the Lord, when my hand is stretched out over
Egypt, and I take the children of Israel out from among them. 6And Moses
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and Aaron did so: as the Lord gave them orders, so they did. 7 And Moses
was eighty years old, and Aaron eighty-three years old, when they gave the
Lord'sword to Pharaoh. 8And theLord said toMoses andAaron, 9 If Pharaoh
says to you, Let me see a wonder: then say to Aaron, Take your rod and put
it down on the earth before Pharaoh so that it may become a snake. 10Then
Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh and they did as the Lord had said: and
Aaron put his rod down on the earth before Pharaoh and his servants, and it
became a snake. 11 Then Pharaoh sent for the wise men and the wonder-
workers, and they, the wonder-workers of Egypt, did the same with their
secret arts. 12For every one of them put down his rod on the earth, and they
became snakes: but Aaron's rod made a meal of their rods. 13But Pharaoh's
heart was made hard, and he did not give ear to them, as the Lord had said.
14And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, Pharaoh's heart is unchanged; he
will not let the people go. 15Go to Pharaoh in themorning; when he goes out
to the water, youwill be waiting for him by the edge of the Nile, with the rod
whichwas turned into a snake in your hand; 16And say to him, The Lord, the
God of theHebrews, has sentme to you, saying, Letmypeople go so that they
maygivemeworship in thewaste land; but up tonowyouhavenot given ear
tohiswords. 17So theLordsays, By thisyoumaybecertain that I amtheLord;
see, by the touch of this rod inmy hand the waters of the Nile will be turned
toblood; 18And thefish in theNilewill come todestruction, and the riverwill
send up a bad smell, and the Egyptians will not be able, for disgust, to make
use of the water of the Nile for drinking. 19And the Lord said, Say to Aaron,
Let the rod in your hand be stretched out over the waters of Egypt, and over
the rivers and the streams and the pools, and over every stretch of water, so
that theymaybe turned toblood; and therewill beblood throughall the land
of Egypt, in vessels of wood and in vessels of stone. 20AndMoses and Aaron
did as the Lord had said; and when his rod had been lifted up and stretched
out over the waters of the Nile before the eyes of Pharaoh and his servants,
all the water in the Nile was turned to blood; 21And the fish in the Nile came
to destruction, and a bad smell went up from the river, and the Egyptians
were not able to make use of the water of the Nile for drinking; and there
was blood through all the land of Egypt. 22And thewonder-workers of Egypt
did the samewith their secret arts: but Pharaoh's heart wasmade hard, and
he would not give ear to them, as the Lord had said. 23 Then Pharaoh went
into his house, and did not take even this to heart. 24And all the Egyptians
madeholes roundabout theNile to getdrinking-water, for theywerenot able
tomakeuse of theNilewater. 25And sevendayswent past, after the Lordhad
put his hand on the Nile.

8
1 And this is what the Lord said to Moses: Go to Pharaoh and say to him,

The Lord says, Let my people go so that they may give me worship. 2And if
you will not let them go, see, I will send frogs into every part of your land:
3 The Nile will be full of frogs, and they will come up into your house and
into your bedrooms and on your bed, and into the houses of your servants
and your people, and into your ovens and into your bread-basins. 4The frogs
will come up over you and your people and all your servants. 5And the Lord
said to Moses, Say to Aaron, Let the rod in your hand be stretched out over
the streams and the waterways and the pools, causing frogs to come up on
the land of Egypt. 6 And when Aaron put out his hand over the waters of
Egypt, the frogs came up and all the land of Egypt was covered with them.
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7And the wonder-workers did the same with their secret arts, making frogs
come up over the land of Egypt. 8 Then Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron
and said, Make prayer to the Lord that he will take away these frogs from
me and my people; and I will let the people go and make their offering to
the Lord. 9 And Moses said, I will let you have the honour of saying when
I am to make prayer for you and your servants and your people, that the
frogs may be sent away from you and your houses, and be only in the Nile.
10 And he said, By tomorrow. And he said, Let it be as you say: so that you
may see that there is no other like the Lord our God. 11And the frogs will be
gone fromyou and fromyour houses and fromyour servants and fromyour
people and will be only in the Nile. 12ThenMoses and Aaron went out from
Pharaoh; and Moses made prayer to the Lord about the frogs which he had
sent on Pharaoh. 13And the Lord did as Moses said; and there was an end of
all the frogs in thehouses and in theopen spaces and in thefields. 14And they
put them together in masses, and a bad smell went up from the land. 15But
when Pharaoh saw that there was peace for a time, he made his heart hard
and did not give ear to them, as the Lord had said. 16 And the Lord said to
Moses, Say to Aaron, Let your rod be stretched out over the dust of the earth
so that it may become insects through all the land of Egypt. 17And they did
so; and Aaron, stretching out the rod in his hand, gave a touch to the dust
of the earth, and insects came onman and on beast; all the dust of the earth
was changed into insects through all the land of Egypt. 18And the wonder-
workerswith their secret arts, attempting tomake insects, were unable to do
so: and therewere insects onmanandonbeast. 19Then thewonder-workers
said to Pharaoh, This is the finger of God: but Pharaoh's heart was hard, and
he did not give ear to them, as the Lord had said. 20 And the Lord said to
Moses, Getupearly in themorningand takeyourplacebeforePharaohwhen
he comes out to thewater; and say to him, This is what the Lord says: Letmy
people go to givemeworship. 21For if you do not let my people go, see, I will
send clouds of flies on you and on your servants and on your people and into
their houses; and the houses of the Egyptians and the land where they are
will be full of flies. 22And at that time I will make a division between your
land and the land of Goshenwheremy people are, and no flies will be there;
so that you may see that I am the Lord over all the earth. 23 And I will put
a division between my people and your people; tomorrow this sign will be
seen. 24 And the Lord did so; and great clouds of flies came into the house
of Pharaoh and into his servants' houses, and all the land of Egypt wasmade
wastebecauseof theflies. 25AndPharaoh sent forMoses andAaronandsaid,
Go andmake your offering to yourGodhere in the land. 26AndMoses said, It
is not right to do so; forwemake our offerings of that towhich the Egyptians
give worship; and if we do so before their eyes, certainly we will be stoned.
27Butwewill go threedays' journey into thewaste landandmakeanoffering
to the Lord our God as hemay give us orders. 28Then Pharaoh said, I will let
you go tomake an offering to the Lord your God in thewaste land; but do not
go very far away, andmake prayer for me. 29AndMoses said, When I go out
from you I will make prayer to the Lord that the cloud of flies may go away
fromPharaoh and fromhis people and fromhis servants tomorrow: only let
Pharaohno longerbydeceit keepback thepeople frommaking their offering
to the Lord. 30 Then Moses went out from Pharaoh and made prayer to the
Lord. 31And theLorddid asMoses said, and took away the cloudof flies from
Pharaoh and from his servants and from his people; not one was to be seen.
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32But again Pharaohmade his heart hard and did not let the people go.

9
1 Then the Lord said to Moses, Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, This is

what the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, says: Let my people go so that they
may give me worship. 2For if you will not let them go, but still keep them in
your power, 3 Then the hand of the Lord will put on your cattle in the field,
on the horses and the asses and the camels, on the herds and the flocks, a
very evil disease. 4 And the Lord will make a division between the cattle
of Israel and the cattle of Egypt; there will be no loss of any of the cattle of
Israel. 5And the timewas fixed by the Lord, and he said, Tomorrow the Lord
will do this thing in the land. 6And on the day after, the Lord did as he had
said, causing the death of all the cattle of Egypt, but there was no loss of any
of the cattle of Israel. 7 And Pharaoh sent and got word that there was no
loss of any of the cattle of Israel. But the heart of Pharaoh was hard and he
did not let the people go. 8And the Lord said to Moses and to Aaron, Take in
your hand a little dust from the fire and let Moses send it in a shower up to
heaven before the eyes of Pharaoh. 9And it will become small dust over all
the land of Egypt, and will be a skin-disease bursting out in wounds onman
and beast through all the land of Egypt. 10 So they took some dust from the
fire, andplacing themselvesbeforePharaoh,Moses sent it out in a showerup
to heaven; and it became a skin-disease bursting out on man and on beast.
11And the wonder-workers were not able to take their places before Moses,
because of the disease; for the disease was on the wonder-workers and on
all the Egyptians. 12And the Lordmade Pharaoh's heart hard, and he would
not give ear to them, as the Lord had said. 13And the Lord said toMoses, Get
up early in themorning and take your place before Pharaoh, and say to him,
This is what the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, says: Letmy people go so that
theymay givemeworship. 14For this time Iwill send allmy punishments on
yourself and on your servants and on your people; so that you may see that
there is no other like me in all the earth. 15 For if I had put the full weight
of my hand on you and your people, you would have been cut off from the
earth: 16But, for this very reason, I have kept you from destruction, to make
clear to you my power, and so that my name may be honoured through all
the earth. 17Are you still uplifted in pride against my people so that youwill
not let them go? 18Truly, tomorrow about this time I will send down an ice-
storm, such as neverwas in Egypt from its earliest days till now. 19Then send
quickly and get in your cattle and all you have from the fields; for if anyman
or beast in the field has not been put under cover, the ice-storm will come
down on them with destruction. 20 Then everyone among the servants of
Pharaohwho had the fear of the Lord,made his servants and his cattle come
quickly into the house: 21And he who gave no attention to the word of the
Lord, kept his servants and his cattle in the field. 22 And the Lord said to
Moses, Now let your hand be stretched out to heaven so that theremay be an
ice-stormon all the land of Egypt, onman and on beast and on every plant of
thefield throughall the landofEgypt. 23AndMosesput outhis rod toheaven:
and the Lord sent thunder, and an ice-storm, and fire running down on the
earth; the Lord sent an ice-storm on the land of Egypt. 24 So there was an
ice-storm with fire running through it, coming down with great force, such
as never was in all the land of Egypt from the timewhen it became a nation.
25And through all the land of Egypt the ice-storm came down on everything
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which was in the fields, on man and on beast; and every green plant was
crushed and every tree of the field broken. 26 Only in the land of Goshen,
where the children of Israel were, there was no ice-storm. 27 Then Pharaoh
sent for Moses and Aaron, and said to them, I have done evil this time: the
Lord is upright, and I andmy people are sinners. 28Make prayer to the Lord;
for there has been enough of these thunderings of God and this ice-storm;
and I will let you go and will keep you no longer. 29And Moses said, When
I am gone outside the town, my hands will be stretched out to the Lord; the
thunders and the ice-stormwill come to an end, so that youmay see that the
earth is the Lord's. 30But as for you and your servants, I am certain that even
now the fear of the Lord God will not be in your hearts. 31And the flax and
the barley were damaged, for the barley was almost ready to be cut and the
flax was in flower. 32 But the rest of the grain-plants were undamaged, for
they had not come up. 33 So Moses went out of the town, and stretching out
his hands made prayer to God: and the thunders and the ice-storm came to
an end; and the fall of rain was stopped. 34 But when Pharaoh saw that the
rain and the ice-storm and the thunders were ended, he went on sinning,
and made his heart hard, he and his servants. 35And the heart of Pharaoh
was hard, and he did not let the people go, as the Lord had said by themouth
of Moses.

10
1And the Lord said to Moses, Go in to Pharaoh: for I have made his heart

and the hearts of his servants hard, so that I may letmy signs be seen among
them: 2And so that youmay be able to give to your son and to your son's son
the story of my wonders in Egypt, and the signs which I have done among
them; so that you may see that I am the Lord. 3ThenMoses and Aaron went
in to Pharaoh, and said to him, This iswhat the Lord, theGod of theHebrews,
says: How long will you be lifted up in your pride before me? let my people
go so that they may give me worship. 4 For if you will not let my people go,
tomorrow I will send locusts into your land: 5And the face of the earth will
be covered with them, so that you will not be able to see the earth: and they
will be thedestructionof everythingwhichup tonowhasnot beendamaged,
everythingwhichwasnot crushedby the ice-storm, andevery tree still living
in your fields. 6And your houses will be full of them, and the houses of your
servants and of all the Egyptians; it will beworse than anything your fathers
have seen or their fathers, from the day when they were living on the earth
till this day. And so he went out from Pharaoh. 7 And Pharaoh's servants
said to him, How long is this man to be the cause of evil to us? let the men
go so that they may give worship to the Lord their God: are you not awake
to Egypt's danger? 8 Then Moses and Aaron came in again before Pharaoh:
and he said to them, Go and give worship to the Lord your God: but which
of you are going? 9And Moses said, We will go with our young and our old,
with our sons and our daughters, with our flocks and our herds; for we are
to keep a feast to the Lord. 10And he said to them,May the Lord bewith you,
if I will let you and your little ones go! take care, for your purpose clearly is
evil. 11Not so; but let your males go and give worship to the Lord, as your
desire is. This he said, driving them out from before him. 12 And the Lord
said to Moses, Let your hand be stretched out over the land of Egypt so that
the locustsmay come up on the land for the destruction of every green plant
in the land, even everything untouched by the ice-storm. 13And Moses' rod
was stretched out over the land of Egypt, and the Lord sent an eastwind over
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the land all that day and all the night; and in the morning the locusts came
up with the east wind. 14And the locusts went up over all the land of Egypt,
resting on every part of the land, in very great numbers; such an army of
locustshadneverbeenseenbefore, andneverwill beagain. 15Forall the face
of the earth was covered with them, so that the land was black; and every
green plant and all the fruit of the trees which was untouched by the ice-
storm they took for food: not one green thing, no plant or tree, was to be
seen in all the land of Egypt. 16 Then Pharaoh quickly sent for Moses and
Aaron, and said, I have done evil against the Lord your God and against you.
17 Let me now have forgiveness for my sin this time only, and make prayer
to the Lord your God that hewill take away fromme this death only. 18So he
went out from Pharaoh andmade prayer to the Lord. 19And the Lord sent a
very strong west wind, which took up the locusts, driving them into the Red
Sea; not one locust was to be seen in any part of Egypt. 20But the Lordmade
Pharaoh's heart hard, and he did not let the children of Israel go. 21And the
Lord said to Moses, Let your hand be stretched out to heaven, and all the
land of Egypt will be dark, so that men will be feeling their way about in the
dark. 22And when Moses' hand was stretched out, dark night came over all
the landof Egypt for three days; 23Theywerenot able to see one another, and
no one got up from his place for three days: but where the children of Israel
were living it was light. 24 Then Pharaoh sent for Moses, and said, Go and
give worship to the Lord; only let your flocks and your herds be kept here:
your little onesmaygowithyou. 25ButMoses said, Youwill have to let us take
burned offerings to put before the Lord our God. 26So our cattle will have to
go with us, not one may be kept back; for they are needed for the worship
of the Lord our God; we have no knowledge what offering we have to give
till we come to the place. 27But the Lordmade Pharaoh's heart hard, and he
would not let them go. 28And Pharaoh said to him, Go away from me, take
care that you come not again before me; for the day when you see my face
again will be your last. 29And Moses said, You say truly; I will not see your
face again.

11
1And the Lord said toMoses, I will send onemore punishment on Pharaoh

and on Egypt; after that he will let you go; and when he does let you go, he
will not keep one of you back, butwill send you out by force. 2So go now and
give orders to the people that every man and every woman is to get from
his or her neighbour ornaments of silver and of gold. 3 And the Lord gave
the people grace in the eyes of the Egyptians. For the manMoses was highly
honoured in the land of Egypt, by Pharaoh's servants and the people. 4And
Moses said, This iswhat the Lord says: About themiddle of the night Iwill go
out through Egypt: 5And death will come to every mother's first male child
in all the land of Egypt, from the child of Pharaoh on his seat of power, to
the child of the servant-girl crushing the grain; and the first births of all the
cattle. 6And there will be a great cry through all the land of Egypt, such as
never has been or will be again. 7But against the children of Israel, man or
beast, not so much as the tongue of a dog will be moved: so that you may
see how the Lord makes a division between Israel and the Egyptians. 8And
all these your servants will come to me, going down on their faces before
me and saying, Go out, and all your people with you: and after that I will go
out. And he went away from Pharaoh burning with wrath. 9And the Lord
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said to Moses, Pharaoh will not give ear to you, so that my wonders may be
increased in the land of Egypt. 10 All these wonders Moses and Aaron did
before Pharaoh: but the Lordmade Pharaoh's heart hard, and he did not let
the children of Israel go out of his land.

12
1 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 Let this

month be to you the first of months, the first month of the year. 3 Say to all
the children of Israel when they are come together, In the tenth day of this
month everyman is to take a lamb, by thenumber of their fathers' families, a
lamb for every family: 4And if the lamb is more than enough for the family,
let that family and its nearest neighbour have a lamb between them, taking
into account the number of persons and howmuch food is needed for every
man. 5 Let your lamb be without a mark, a male in its first year: you may
take it from among the sheep or the goats: 6 Keep it till the fourteenth day
of the same month, when everyone who is of the children of Israel is to put
it to death between sundown and dark. 7 Then take some of the blood and
put it on the two sides of the door and over the door of the house where the
meal is to be taken. 8 And let your food that night be the flesh of the lamb,
cooked with fire in the oven, together with unleavened bread and bitter-
tasting plants. 9 Do not take it uncooked or cooked with boiling water, but
let it be cooked in the oven; its head with its legs and its inside parts. 10Do
not keep any of it till themorning; anythingwhich is not used is to be burned
with fire. 11And take your meal dressed as if for a journey, with your shoes
on your feet and your sticks in your hands: take it quickly: it is the Lord's
Passover. 12 For on that night I will go through the land of Egypt, sending
death on every first male child, of man and of beast, and judging all the gods
of Egypt: I am the Lord. 13And the blood will be a sign on the houses where
you are: when I see the blood I will go over you, and no evil will come on
you for your destruction, when my hand is on the land of Egypt. 14And this
day is to be kept in your memories: you are to keep it as a feast to the Lord
through all your generations, as an order for ever. 15For seven days let your
food be unleavened bread; from the first day no leaven is to be seen in your
houses: whoever takes bread with leaven in it, from the first till the seventh
day, will be cut off from Israel. 16 And on the first day there is to be a holy
meeting and on the seventh day a holymeeting; no sort ofworkmay be done
on those days but only to make ready what is necessary for everyone's food.
17 So keep the feast of unleavened bread; for on this very day I have taken
your armies out of the land of Egypt: this day, then, is to be kept through all
your generations by an order for ever. 18 In the firstmonth, from the evening
of the fourteenth day, let your food be unleavened bread till the evening of
the twenty-first day of the month. 19 For seven days no leaven is to be seen
in your houses: for whoever takes bread which is leavened will be cut off
from the people of Israel, if he is from another country or if he is an Israelite
by birth. 20Take nothing which has leaven in it; wherever you are living let
your food be unleavened cakes. 21 Then Moses sent for the chiefs of Israel,
and said to them, See that lambs are marked out for yourselves and your
families, and let the Passover lamb be put to death. 22And take some hyssop
and put it in the blood in the basin, touching the two sides and the top of
the doorway with the blood from the basin; and let not one of you go out of
his house till the morning. 23 For the Lord will go through the land, sending
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death on the Egyptians; andwhen he sees the blood on the two sides and the
top of the door, the Lord will go over your door and will not let death come
in for your destruction. 24And you are to keep this as an order to you and to
your sons for ever. 25And when you come into the land which the Lord will
make yours, as he gave his word, you are to keep this act of worship. 26And
when your children say to you, What is the reason of this act of worship?
27 Then you will say, This is the offering of the Lord's Passover; for he went
over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when he sent death on the
Egyptians, andkeptour families safe. And thepeoplegaveworshipwithbent
heads. 28And the children of Israel went and did so; as the Lord had given
orders to Moses and Aaron, so they did. 29And in themiddle of the night the
Lord sent death on every first male child in the land of Egypt, from the child
of Pharaoh onhis seat of power to the child of the prisoner in the prison; and
the first births of all the cattle. 30Then Pharaoh got up in the night, he and all
his servants and all the Egyptians; and a great cry went up from Egypt; for
therewasnot ahousewhere someonewasnot dead. 31Andhe sent forMoses
and Aaron by night, and said, Get up and go out from amongmy people, you
and the children of Israel; go and give worship to the Lord as you have said.
32 And take your flocks and your herds as you have said, and be gone; and
give me your blessing. 33 And the Egyptians were forcing the people on, to
get them out of the land quickly; for they said, We are all dead men. 34And
thepeople took their bread-pastebefore itwas leavened, putting their basins
in their clothing on their backs. 35 And the children of Israel had done as
Moses had said; and they got from the Egyptians ornaments of silver and of
gold, and clothing: 36 And the Lord had given the people grace in the eyes
of the Egyptians so that they gave them whatever was requested. So they
took away all their goods from the Egyptians. 37 And the children of Israel
made the journey from Rameses to Succoth; there were about six hundred
thousand men on foot, as well as children. 38 And a mixed band of people
went with them; and flocks and herds in great numbers. 39And they made
unleavened cakes from the paste which they had taken out of Egypt; it was
not leavened, for they had been sent out of Egypt so quickly, that they had no
time tomake any food ready. 40Now the children of Israel had been living in
Egypt for four hundred and thirty years. 41And at the end of four hundred
and thirty years, to the very day, all the armies of the Lord went out of the
land of Egypt. 42 It is a watch-night before the Lordwho took them out of the
land of Egypt: this samenight is awatch-night to the Lord for all the children
of Israel, through all their generations. 43 And the Lord said to Moses and
Aaron, This is the law of the Passover: no man who is not an Israelite is to
take of it: 44But every man's servant, whom he has got for money, may take
of it, when he has had circumcision. 45Aman from a strange country living
among you, and a servant working for payment, may not take part in it. 46 It
is to be taken in onehouse; not a bit of theflesh is to be takenout of thehouse,
and no bone of it may be broken. 47All Israel is to keep the feast. 48And if a
man from another country is living with you, and has a desire to keep the
Passover to the Lord, let all the males of his family undergo circumcision,
and then let him come near and keep it; for he will then be as one of your
people; but no one without circumcision may keep it. 49The law is the same
for him who is an Israelite by birth and for the man from a strange country
who is livingwith you. 50So the children of Israel did as the Lord gave orders
to Moses and Aaron. 51 And on that very day the Lord took the children of
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Israel out of the land of Egypt by their armies.

13
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Let the first male child of every mother

among the children of Israel be kept holy for me, even the first male birth
among man or beast; for it is mine. 3And Moses said to the people, Let this
day, on which you came out of Egypt, out of your prison-house, be kept for
ever in memory; for by the strength of his hand the Lord has taken you out
from this place; let no leavened bread be used. 4On this day, in the month
Abib, you are going out. 5And it will be that, when the Lord takes you into
the land of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the Hivite and
the Jebusite, the land which he made an oath to your fathers that he would
give you, a land flowingwithmilk and honey, youwill do this act of worship
in this month. 6 For seven days let your food be unleavened cakes; and on
the seventh day there is to be a feast to the Lord. 7Unleavened cakes are to
beyour food throughall the sevendays; letno leavenedbreadbe seenamong
you, or any leaven, in any part of your land. 8And youwill say to your son in
that day, It is because of what the Lord did for me when I came out of Egypt.
9And thiswill be for a sign to you on your hand and for amark on your brow,
so that the law of the Lordmay be in yourmouth: for with a strong hand the
Lord took you out of Egypt. 10So let this order be kept, at the right time, from
year to year. 11And when the Lord takes you into the land of Canaan, as he
made his oath to you and to your fathers, and gives it to you, 12 You are to
put on one side for the Lord every mother's first male child, the first-fruit of
her body, and the first young one of every beast; every male is holy to the
Lord. 13 And for the young of an ass you may give a lamb in payment, or
if you will not make payment for it, its neck is to be broken; but for all the
first sons among your children, let payment bemade. 14Andwhen your son
says to you in time to come, What is the reason for this? say to him, By the
strength of his hand the Lord took us out of Egypt, out of the prison-house:
15Andwhen Pharaohmade his heart hard and would not let us go, the Lord
sent death on all the first sons in Egypt, of man and of beast: and so every
first male who comes to birth is offered to the Lord; but for all the first of my
sons I give a price. 16And this will be for a sign on your hand and for amark
on your brow: for by the strength of his hand the Lord took us out of Egypt.
17Now after Pharaoh had let the people go, God did not take them through
the land of the Philistines, though that was near: for God said, If the people
see war, they may have a change of heart and go back to Egypt. 18 But God
took the people round by the waste land near the Red Sea: and the children
of Israelwent up in fighting order out of the land of Egypt. 19AndMoses took
the bones of Josephwith him, for Josephhadmade the children of Israel take
an oath, saying, God will certainly keep you inmind; and you are to takemy
bones awaywith you. 20Then they went on their journey from Succoth, and
put up their tents in Etham at the edge of the waste land. 21 And the Lord
went before them by day in a pillar of cloud, guiding them on their way; and
by night in a pillar of fire to give them light: so that they were able to go on
day and night: 22 The pillar of cloud went ever before them by day, and the
pillar of fire by night.

14
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Give orders to the children of Israel to go

back and put up their tents before Pi-hahiroth, betweenMigdol and the sea,
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in front of Baal-zephon, opposite towhich you are to put up your tents by the
sea. 3 And Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, They are wandering
without direction, they are shut in by the waste land. 4 And I will make
Pharaoh's heart hard, and he will come after them and I will be honoured
over Pharaoh and all his army, so that the Egyptians may see that I am the
Lord. And theydid so. 5Andword came toPharaohof theflight of thepeople:
and the feeling of Pharaohandof his servants about thepeoplewas changed,
and they said,Whyhavewe let Israel go, so that theywill donomorework for
us? 6 So he had his war-carriage made ready and took his people with him:
7And he took six hundred carriages, all the carriages of Egypt, and captains
over all of them. 8And theLordmade theheart of Pharaohhard, andhewent
after the children of Israel: for the children of Israel had gone out without
fear. 9 But the Egyptians went after them, all the horses and carriages of
Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them in their tents
by the sea, by Pihahiroth, before Baal-zephon. 10And when Pharaoh came
near, the children of Israel, lifting up their eyes, saw the Egyptians coming
after them, and were full of fear; and their cry went up to God. 11And they
said toMoses,Was thereno resting-place for the dead inEgypt, that youhave
takenus away to come toourdeath in thewaste land? whyhaveyou takenus
out of Egypt? 12Did we not say to you in Egypt, Let us be as we are, working
for the Egyptians? for it is better to be the servants of the Egyptians than
to come to our death in the waste land. 13 But Moses said, Keep where you
are and have no fear; now you will see the salvation of the Lord which he
will give you today; for the Egyptianswhomyou see today youwill never see
again. 14The Lordwillmakewar for you, you have only to keep quiet. 15And
the Lord said to Moses, Why are you crying out to me? give the children of
Israel the order to go forward. 16And let your rod be lifted up and your hand
stretched out over the sea, and it will be parted in two; and the children
of Israel will go through on dry land. 17 And I will make the heart of the
Egyptians hard, and they will go in after them: and I will be honoured over
Pharaoh and over his army, his war-carriages, and his horsemen. 18 And
the Egyptians will see that I am the Lord, when I get honour over Pharaoh
and his war-carriages and his horsemen. 19Then the angel of God, who had
been before the tents of Israel, took his place at their back; and the pillar of
cloud, moving from before them, came to rest at their back: 20And it came
between thearmyofEgypt and thearmyof Israel; and therewasadark cloud
between them, and they went on through the night; but the one army came
no nearer to the other all the night. 21And whenMoses' hand was stretched
out over the sea, the Lord with a strong east wind made the sea go back all
night, and thewaterswereparted in twoand the seabecamedry land. 22And
the children of Israel went through the sea on dry land: and thewaterswere
a wall on their right side and on their left. 23 Then the Egyptians went after
them into the middle of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses and his war-carriages
and his horsemen. 24And in themorningwatch, the Lord, looking out on the
armies of the Egyptians from the pillar of fire and cloud, sent trouble on the
army of the Egyptians; 25 And made the wheels of their war-carriages stiff,
so that they had hard work driving them: so the Egyptians said, Let us go in
flight from before the face of Israel, for the Lord is fighting for them against
the Egyptians. 26 And the Lord said to Moses, Let your hand be stretched
out over the sea, and the waters will come back again on the Egyptians, and
on their war-carriages and on their horsemen. 27 And when Moses' hand
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was stretched out over the sea, at dawn the sea came flowing back, meeting
the Egyptians in their flight, and the Lord sent destruction on the Egyptians
in the middle of the sea. 28 And the waters came back, covering the war-
carriages and the horsemen and all the army of Pharaoh which went after
them into the middle of the sea; not one of them was to be seen. 29 But the
children of Israel went through the sea walking on dry land, and the waters
were a wall on their right side and on their left. 30 So that day the Lord
gave Israel salvation from the hands of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the
Egyptians dead on the sea's edge. 31 And Israel saw the great work which
the Lord had done against the Egyptians, and the fear of the Lord came on
the people and they had faith in the Lord and in his servant Moses.

15
1 Then Moses and the children of Israel made this song to the Lord, and

said, I will make a song to the Lord, for he is lifted up in glory: the horse and
the horseman he has sent down into the sea. 2 The Lord is my strength and
my strong helper, he has become my salvation: he is my God and I will give
him praise; my father's God and I will give him glory. 3 The Lord is a man
of war: the Lord is his name. 4Pharaoh's war-carriages and his army he has
sent down into the sea: the best of his captains have gone down into the Red
Sea. 5 They were covered by the deep waters: like a stone they went down
under the waves. 6 Full of glory, O Lord, is the power of your right hand; by
your right hand those who came against you are broken. 7When you are
lifted up in power, all those who come against you are crushed: when you
send out your wrath, they are burned up like dry grass. 8 By your breath
the waves were massed together, the flowing waters were lifted up like a
pillar; the deep waters became solid in the heart of the sea. 9 Egypt said, I
will go after them, I will overtake, I will make division of their goods: my
desire will have its way with them; my sword will be uncovered, my hand
will send destruction on them. 10You sent your wind and the sea came over
them: they went down like lead into the great waters. 11Who is like you, O
Lord, among the gods? who is like you, in holy glory, to be praised with fear,
doing wonders? 12When your right hand was stretched out, the mouth of
the earth was open for them. 13 In your mercy you went before the people
whom you have made yours; guiding them in your strength to your holy
place. 14 Hearing of you the peoples were shaking in fear: the people of
Philistia were gripped with pain. 15 The chiefs of Edom were troubled in
heart; the strong men of Moab were in the grip of fear: all the people of
Canaan became like water. 16 Fear and grief came on them; by the strength
of your arm theywere turned to stone; till your peoplewent over, O Lord, till
the people went over whom you have made yours. 17You will take them in,
planting them in themountainof yourheritage, theplace, OLord,where you
have made your house, the holy place, O Lord, the building of your hands.
18 The Lord is King for ever and ever. 19 For the horses of Pharaoh, with his
war-carriages and his horsemen, went into the sea, and the Lord sent the
waters of the sea back over them; but the children of Israelwent through the
sea on dry land. 20AndMiriam, thewomanprophet, the sister of Aaron, took
an instrument of music in her hand; and all the women went after her with
music and dances. 21AndMiriam, answering, said, Make a song to the Lord,
for he is lifted up in glory; the horse and the horseman he has sent into the
sea. 22Then Moses took Israel forward from the Red Sea, and they went out
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into the waste land of Shur; and for three days they were in the waste land
where there was no water. 23And when they came to Marah, the water was
nogood fordrinking, for thewaters ofMarahwerebitter,which iswhy itwas
namedMarah. 24And thepeople, cryingoutagainstMoses, said,Whatarewe
to have for drink? 25And in answer to his prayer, the Lord made him see a
tree, and when he put it into the water, the water wasmade sweet. There he
gave them a law and an order, testing them; 26And he said, If with all your
heart youwill give attention to the voice of the Lord yourGod, anddowhat is
right inhis eyes, givingear tohisordersandkeepinghis laws, Iwill notputon
you any of the diseases which I put on the Egyptians: for I am the Lord your
life-giver. 27And they came to Elim where there were twelve water-springs
and seventy palm-trees: and they put up their tents there by the waters.

16
1And theywent on theirway fromElim, and all the children of Israel came

into the waste land of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth
day of the second month after they went out of the land of Egypt. 2And all
the children of Israel were crying out against Moses and Aaron in the waste
land: 3And the children of Israel said to them, It would have been better for
the Lord to have put us to death in the land of Egypt, where we were seated
by the flesh-pots and had bread enough for our needs; for you have taken
us out to this waste of sand, to put all this people to death through need of
food. 4Then the Lord said toMoses, See, Iwill send downbread fromheaven
for you; and the people will go out every day and get enough for the day's
needs; so that I may put them to the test to see if they will keep my laws or
not. 5Andon the sixth day they are tomake readywhat they get in, and itwill
be twice as much as they get on the other days. 6AndMoses and Aaron said
to all the children of Israel, This evening it will be clear to you that it is the
Lord who has taken you out of the land of Egypt: 7And in the morning you
will see the glory of the Lord; for your angry words against the Lord have
come to his ears: and what are we that you are crying out against us? 8And
Moses said, The Lord will give youmeat for your food at evening, and in the
morning bread in fullmeasure; for your outcry against the Lord has come to
his ears: for what are we? your outcry is not against us but against the Lord.
9And Moses said to Aaron, Say to all the people of Israel, Come near before
the Lord for he has given ear to your outcry. 10Andwhile Aaronwas talking
to the children of Israel, their eyes were turned in the direction of the waste
land, and they saw the glory of the Lord shining in the cloud. 11And the Lord
said to Moses, 12 The outcry of the children of Israel has come to my ears:
say to them now, At nightfall you will have meat for your food, and in the
morning bread in fullmeasure; and youwill see that I am the Lord yourGod.
13And it cameabout that in theevening littlebirds cameupand theplacewas
covered with them: and in the morning there was dew all round about the
tents. 14 And when the dew was gone, on the face of the earth was a small
round thing, like small drops of ice on the earth. 15Andwhen the children of
Israel saw it, they said to one another, What is it? for they had no idea what
it was. AndMoses said to them, It is the bread which the Lord has given you
for your food. 16 This is what the Lord has said, Let every man take up as
much as he has need of; at the rate of one omer for every person, let every
man take as much as is needed for his family. 17 And the children of Israel
did so, and some tookmore and some less. 18Andwhen it wasmeasured, he
whohad takenupmuchhadnothing over, andhewhohad little had enough;
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every man had taken what he was able to make use of. 19AndMoses said to
them, Let nothing be kept till the morning. 20 But they gave no attention to
Moses, and some of them kept it till themorning and there were worms in it
and it had an evil smell: and Moses was angry with them. 21And they took
it up morning by morning, every man as he had need: and when the sun
was high it was gone. 22And on the sixth day they took up twice as much of
the bread, two omers for every person: and all the rulers of the people gave
Moses word of it. 23And he said, This is what the Lord has said, Tomorrow
is a day of rest, a holy Sabbath to the Lord: what has to be cooked may be
cooked; and what is over, put on one side to be kept till the morning. 24And
they kept it till the morning as Moses had said: and no smell came from it,
and it had no worms. 25AndMoses said, Make your meal today of what you
have, for this day is a Sabbath to the Lord: today you will not get any in the
fields. 26For sixdays youwill get it, but on the seventhday, the Sabbath, there
will not be any. 27But still on the seventh day some of the people went out to
get it, and there was not any. 28 And the Lord said to Moses, How long will
you go against my orders and my laws? 29 See, because the Lord has given
you the Sabbath, he gives you on the sixth day bread enough for two days;
let everyman keepwhere he is; let noman go out of his place on the seventh
day. 30 So the people took their rest on the seventh day. 31 And this bread
was namedmanna by Israel: it waswhite, like a grain seed, and its taste was
like cakes made with honey. 32And Moses said, This is the order which the
Lordhas given: Let one omer of it be kept for future generations, so that they
may see the bread which I gave you for your food in the waste land, when I
took you out from the land of Egypt. 33And Moses said to Aaron, Take a pot
and put one omer of manna in it, and put it away before the Lord, to be kept
for future generations. 34 So Aaron put it away in front of the holy chest to
be kept, as the Lord gave orders to Moses. 35And the children of Israel had
manna for their food for forty years, till they came to a landwith people in it,
till they came to the edge of the land of Canaan. 36Now an omer is the tenth
part of an ephah.

17
1And the children of Israel went on from the waste land of Sin, by stages

as the Lord gave them orders, and put up their tents in Rephidim: and there
wasnodrinking-water for thepeople. 2So thepeoplewereangrywithMoses,
and said, Give us water for drinking. And Moses said, Why are you angry
withme? andwhy do you put God to the test? 3And the people were in great
need of water; and they made an outcry against Moses, and said, Why have
you taken us out of Egypt to send death on us and our children and our cattle
through need of water? 4And Moses, crying out to the Lord, said, What am
I to do to this people? they are almost ready to put me to death by stoning.
5And the Lord said to Moses, Go on before the people, and take some of the
chiefs of Israel with you, and take in your hand the rodwhichwas stretched
out over the Nile, and go. 6 See, I will take my place before you on the rock
in Horeb; and when you give the rock a blow, water will come out of it, and
the people will have drink. And Moses did so before the eyes of the chiefs
of Israel. 7And he gave that place the name Massah and Meribah, because
the children of Israel were angry, and because they put the Lord to the test,
saying, Is the Lord with us or not? 8 Then Amalek came and made war on
Israel in Rephidim. 9And Moses said to Joshua, Get together a band of men
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for us and go out,makewar onAmalek: tomorrow Iwill takemyplace on the
top of the hill with the rod of God inmy hand. 10 So Joshua did as Moses said
to him, and went to war with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up
to the top of the hill. 11Now while Moses' hand was lifted up, Israel was the
stronger: but when he let his hand go down, Amalek became the stronger.
12ButMoses' hands became tired; so they put a stone under him and he took
his seat on it, Aaron and Hur supporting his hands, one on one side and one
on theother; sohishandswerekeptupwithout falling till the sunwentdown.
13And Joshua overcame Amalek and his people with the sword. 14And the
Lord said to Moses, Make a record of this in a book, so that it may be kept in
memory, and say it again in the ears of Joshua: that all memory of Amalek is
to be completely uprooted from the earth. 15ThenMoses put up an altar and
gave it the name of Yahweh-nissi: 16For he said, The Lord has taken his oath
that there will be war with Amalek from generation to generation.

18
1Now news came to Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses' father-in-law, of

all God had done for Moses and for Israel his people, and how the Lord had
taken Israel out of Egypt. 2And Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, took Zipporah,
Moses' wife, after he had sent her away, 3 And her two sons, one of whom
was named Gershom, for he said, I have been living in a strange land: 4And
the name of the other was Eliezer, for he said, The God of my father was
my help, and kept me safe from the sword of Pharaoh: 5And Jethro, Moses'
father-in-law, came with his sons and his wife to where Moses had put up
his tent in the waste land, by the mountain of God. 6And he said to Moses,
I, your father-in-law, have come to you, with your wife and your two sons.
7AndMoses went out to his father-in-law, andwent down on his face before
him and gave him a kiss; and they said to one another, Are you well? and
they came into the tent. 8 And Moses gave his father-in-law an account of
all the Lord had done to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians because of Israel, and
of all the troubles which had come on them by the way, and how the Lord
had given them salvation. 9And Jethro was glad because the Lord had been
good to Israel, freeing them from the power of the Egyptians. 10And Jethro
said, Praise be to the Lord, who has taken you out of the hand of Pharaoh
and out of the hand of the Egyptians; freeing the people from the yoke of
the Egyptians. 11Now I am certain that the Lord is greater than all gods, for
he has overcome them in their pride. 12 Then Jethro, Moses' father-in-law,
made a burned offering to God: and Aaron came, with the chiefs of Israel,
and had a meal with Moses' father-in-law, before God. 13 Now on the day
after, Moses took his seat to give decisions for the people: and the people
were waiting before Moses from morning till evening. 14And when Moses'
father-in-law saw all he was doing, he said, What is this you are doing for
the people? why are you seated here by yourself, with all the people waiting
before you frommorning till evening? 15AndMoses said to his father-in-law,
Because thepeople come tome toget directions fromGod: 16And if theyhave
any question between themselves, they come tome, and I am judge between
aman and his neighbour, and I give them the orders and laws of God. 17And
Moses' father-in-law said to him, What you are doing is not good. 18 Your
strength and that of the peoplewill be completely used up: thiswork ismore
than you are able to do by yourself. 19Give ear now to my suggestion, and
may God be with you: you are to be the people's representative before God,
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taking their causes to him: 20 Teaching them his rules and his laws, guiding
them in the way they have to go, and making clear to them the work they
have to do. 21But for the rest, take from among the people ablemen, such as
have the fear of God, true men hating profits wrongly made; and put such
men over them, to be captains of thousands, captains of hundreds and of
fifties and of tens; 22 And let them be judges in the causes of the people at
all times: and let them put before you all important questions, but in small
things let them give decisions themselves: in this way, it will be less hard
for you, and they will take the weight off you. 23 If you do this, and God
gives approval, then youwill be able to go onwithout weariness, and all this
peoplewill go to their tents in peace. 24SoMoses tooknote of thewords of his
father-in-law, and did as he had said. 25And he made selection of able men
outofall Israel, andmade themheadsover thepeople, captainsof thousands,
captains of hundreds andof fifties and of tens. 26And theywere judges in the
causes of the people at all times: the hard questions they put before Moses;
but on every small point they gavedecisions themselves. 27AndMoses let his
father-in-law go away, and he went back to his land.

19
1 In the third month after the children of Israel went out from Egypt, on

the same day, they came into the waste land of Sinai. 2And when they had
gone away from Rephidim and had come into the waste land of Sinai, they
put up their tents in the waste land before themountain: there Israel put up
its tents. 3AndMoses went up to God, and the voice of the Lord came to him
from the mountain, saying, Say to the family of Jacob, and give word to the
children of Israel: 4Youhave seenwhat I did to the Egyptians, andhow I took
you, as on eagles' wings, guiding you to myself. 5 If now you will truly give
ear tomy voice and keepmy agreement, youwill bemy special property out
of all the peoples: for all the earth is mine: 6And you will be a kingdom of
priests tome, and a holy nation. These are thewordswhich you are to say to
the children of Israel. 7AndMoses came and sent for the chiefs of the people
and put before them all these words which the Lord had given him orders
to say. 8And all the people, answering together, said, Whatever the Lord has
said we will do. And Moses took back to the Lord the words of the people.
9And the Lord said to Moses, See, I will come to you in a thick cloud, so that
what I say to youmay come to the ears of thepeople and theymayhavebelief
in you for ever. And Moses gave the Lord word of what the people had said.
10 And the Lord said to Moses, Go to the people and make them holy today
and tomorrow, and let their clothing be washed. 11And by the third day let
thembe ready: for on the third day the Lordwill comedownonMount Sinai,
before theeyesof all thepeople. 12And let limitsbemarkedout for thepeople
round the mountain, and say to them, Take care not to go up the mountain
or near the sides of it: whoever puts his foot on the mountain will certainly
come to his death: 13He is not to be touched by a hand, but is to be stoned or
have an arrow put through him;man or beast, he is to be put to death: at the
long sounding of a horn they may come up to the mountain. 14 Then Moses
went down from themountain to the people, andmade the people holy; and
their clothingwaswashed. 15Andhe said to the people, Be ready by the third
day: do not come near a woman. 16 And when morning came on the third
day, therewere thunders and flames and a thick cloud on themountain, and
a horn sounding very loud; and all the people in the tents were shakingwith
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fear. 17 And Moses made the people come out of their tents and take their
places before God; and they came to the foot of the mountain, 18And all the
mountain of Sinai was smoking, for the Lord had come down on it in fire:
and the smoke of it went up like the smoke of a great burning; and all the
mountain was shaking. 19And when the sound of the horn became louder
and louder, Moses' words were answered by the voice of God. 20 Then the
Lord came down on toMount Sinai, to the top of themountain, and the Lord
sent for Moses to come up to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.
21And the Lord said to Moses, Go down and give the people orders to keep
back, for fear that a great number of them, forcing their way through to see
the Lord, may come to destruction. 22And let the priests who come near to
the Lord make themselves holy, for fear that the Lord may come on them
suddenly. 23AndMoses said to the Lord, The people will not be able to come
up the mountain, for you gave us orders to put limits round the mountain,
marking it out andmaking it holy. 24And the Lord said to him, Go down, and
youandAaronmaycomeup; but letnot thepriests and thepeoplemake their
way through to theLord, or hewill comeon themsuddenly. 25SoMoseswent
down to the people and said this to them.

20
1 And God said all these words: 2 I am the Lord your God who took you

out of the land of Egypt, out of the prison-house. 3 You are to have no other
gods but me. 4 You are not to make an image or picture of anything in
heaven or on the earth or in the waters under the earth: 5 You may not
go down on your faces before them or give them worship: for I, the Lord
your God, am a God who will not give his honour to another; and I will
send punishment on the children for the wrongdoing of their fathers, to the
third and fourth generation of my haters; 6And I will have mercy through a
thousandgenerationson thosewhohave love formeandkeepmy laws. 7You
are not to make use of the name of the Lord your God for an evil purpose;
whoever takes the Lord's name on his lips for an evil purpose will be judged
a sinner by the Lord 8Keep in memory the Sabbath and let it be a holy day.
9 On six days do all your work: 10 But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the
Lord your God; on that day you are to do no work, you or your son or your
daughter, yourman-servant or your woman-servant, your cattle or theman
from a strange country who is living among you: 11 For in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, and the sea, and everything in them, and he took
his rest on the seventh day: for this reason the Lord has given his blessing to
the seventh day and made it holy. 12Give honour to your father and to your
mother, so that your life may be long in the land which the Lord your God is
giving you. 13Do not put anyone to death without cause. 14Do not be false to
the married relation. 15Do not take the property of another. 16Do not give
falsewitness against yourneighbour. 17Let not yourdesire be turned to your
neighbour's house, or his wife or his man-servant or his woman-servant or
his ox or his ass or anythingwhich is his. 18Andall the peoplewerewatching
the thunderings and the flames and the sound of the horn and themountain
smoking; and when they saw it, they kept far off, shaking with fear. 19And
they said to Moses, To your words we will give ear, but let not the voice of
God come to our ears, for fear death may come on us. 20And Moses said to
the people, Have no fear: for God has come to put you to the test, so that
fearing him you may be kept from sin. 21 And the people kept their places
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far off, but Moses went near to the dark cloud where God was. 22 And the
Lord said to Moses, Say to the children of Israel, You yourselves have seen
thatmy voice has come to you fromheaven 23Gods of silver and gods of gold
you are not tomake for yourselves. 24Make forme an altar of earth, offering
on it your burned offerings and your peace-offerings, your sheep and your
oxen: in every place where I have put the memory of my name, I will come
to you and give you my blessing. 25And if you make me an altar of stone do
notmake it of cut stones: for the touchof an instrumentwillmake it unclean.
26Anddonot go up by steps tomy altar, for fear that your bodiesmay be seen
uncovered.

21
1Now these are the laws which you are to put before them. 2 If you get a

Hebrew servant for money, he is to be your servant for six years, and in the
seventh year you are to let him go free without payment. 3 If he comes to
you by himself, let him go away by himself: if he is married, let his wife go
awaywithhim. 4 If hismaster gives himawife, andhe gets sons or daughters
by her, the wife and her children will be the property of the master, and the
servant is to go away by himself. 5But if the servant says clearly, My master
andmywife and children are dear to me; I have no desire to be free: 6Then
his master is to take him to the gods of the house, and at the door, or at its
framework, he is to make a hole in his ear with a sharp-pointed instrument;
and he will be his servant for ever. 7 And if a man gives his daughter for a
price to be a servant, she is not to go away free as the men-servants do. 8 If
she is not pleasing tohermasterwhohas takenher forhimself, let a payment
be made for her so that she may go free; her master has no power to get a
price for her and send her to a strange land, because he has been false to
her. 9 And if he gives her to his son, he is to do everything for her as if she
was his daughter. 10And if he takes another woman, her food and clothing
and hermarried rights are not to be less. 11And if he does not do these three
things for her, she has the right to go free without payment. 12He who gives
a man a death-blow is himself to be put to death. 13 But if he had no evil
purpose against him, and God gave him into his hand, I will give you a place
towhichhemaygo inflight. 14But if amanmakes anattack onhis neighbour
on purpose, to put him to death by deceit, you are to take him frommy altar
andputhim todeath. 15Anymanwhogives ablow tohis father orhismother
is certainly to be put to death. 16Any man who gets another into his power
in order to get a price for him is to be put to death, if you take him in the
act. 17Any man cursing his father or his mother is to be put to death. 18 If,
in a fight, oneman gives another a blowwith a stone, or with the shut hand,
not causing his death, but making him keep in bed; 19 If he is able to get up
again and go about with a stick, the other will be let off; only he will have to
give him payment for the loss of his time, and see that he is cared for till he
is well. 20 If a man gives his man-servant or his woman-servant blows with
a rod, causing death, he is certainly to undergo punishment. 21 But, at the
same time, if the servant goes on living for a day or two, the master is not to
get punishment, for the servant is his property. 22 If men, while fighting, do
damage to awomanwith child, causing the loss of the child, but no other evil
comes to her, the manwill have to make payment up to the amount fixed by
her husband, in agreement with the decision of the judges. 23But if damage
comes to her, let life be given in payment for life, 24 Eye for eye, tooth for
tooth, hand forhand, foot for foot, 25Burning for burning,wound forwound,
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blow for blow. 26 If a man gives his man-servant or his woman-servant a
blow in the eye, causing its destruction, he is to let him go free on account of
the damage to his eye. 27Or if the loss of a tooth is caused by his blow, hewill
let him go free on account of his tooth. 28 If an ox comes to be the cause of
death to a man or a woman, the ox is to be stoned, and its flesh may not be
used for food; but the owner will not be judged responsible. 29But if the ox
has frequently done suchdamage in the past, and the ownerhas hadword of
it and has not kept it under control, so that it has been the cause of the death
of aman or woman, not only is the ox to be stoned, but its owner is to be put
to death. 30 If a price is put on his life, let him make payment of whatever
price is fixed. 31 If the death of a son or of a daughter has been caused, the
punishment is to be in agreement with this rule. 32 If the death of a man-
servant or of a woman-servant is caused by the ox, the owner is to give their
master thirty shekels of silver, and the ox is to be stoned. 33 If a man makes
a hole in the earth without covering it up, and an ox or an ass dropping into
it comes to its death; 34The owner of the hole is responsible; he will have to
make payment to their owner, but the dead beast will be his. 35 And if one
man's ox does damage to anotherman's ox, causing its death, then the living
ox is to be exchanged for money, and division made of the price of it, and of
the price of the dead one. 36 But if it is common knowledge that the ox has
frequently done such damage in the past, and its owner has not kept it under
control, he will have to give ox for ox; and the dead beast will be his.

22
1 If a man takes without right another man's ox or his sheep, and puts it to

death or gets a price for it, he is to give five oxen for an ox, or four sheep for
a sheep, in payment: the thief will have to make payment for what he has
taken; if he has no money, he himself will have to be exchanged for money,
so that paymentmaybemade. 2 If a thief is taken in the act of forcing hisway
into a house, and his death is caused by a blow, the owner of the house is not
responsible for his blood. 3But if it is after dawn, he will be responsible. 4 If
he still has what he had taken, whatever it is, ox or ass or sheep, he is to give
twice its value. 5 If a man makes a fire in a field or a vine-garden, and lets
the fire do damage to another man's field, he is to give of the best produce
of his field or his vine-garden to make up for it. 6 If there is a fire and the
flames get to the thorns at the edge of the field, causing destruction of the cut
grain or of the living grain, or of the field, he who made the fire will have to
make up for the damage. 7 If a man puts money or goods in the care of his
neighbour to keep for him, and it is taken from the man's house, if they get
the thief, he will have to make payment of twice the value. 8 If they do not
get the thief, let the master of the house come before the judges and take an
oath that he has not put his hand on his neighbour's goods. 9 In any question
about an ox or an ass or a sheep or clothing, or about the loss of any property
which anyone says is his, let the two sides put their cause before God; and
he who is judged to be in the wrong is to make payment to his neighbour of
twice the value. 10 If a man puts an ass or an ox or a sheep or any beast into
the keeping of his neighbour, and it comes to death or is damaged or is taken
away, without any person seeing it: 11 If he takes his oath before the Lord
that he has not put his hand to his neighbour's goods, the owner is to take his
word for it and he will not have to make payment for it. 12 But if it is taken
from him by a thief, he is to make up for the loss of it to its owner. 13 But
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if it has been damaged by a beast, and he is able to make this clear, he will
not have to make payment for what was damaged. 14 If a man gets from his
neighbour theuseof oneofhis beasts, and it is damagedorput todeathwhen
the owner is not with it, he will certainly have tomake payment for the loss.
15 If the owner iswith it, hewill not have tomake payment: if he gavemoney
for the use of it, the loss is covered by the payment. 16 If aman takes a virgin,
whohas not givenherword to anotherman, andhas connectionwith her, he
will have to give a bride-price for her to be his wife. 17 If her father will not
give her to him on any account, he will have to give the regular payment for
virgins. 18Any woman using unnatural powers or secret arts is to be put to
death. 19Anymanwho has sex connection with a beast is to be put to death.
20 Complete destruction will come on any man who makes offerings to any
other god but the Lord. 21Do nowrong to aman from a strange country, and
do not be hard on him; for you yourselves were living in a strange country,
in the land of Egypt. 22Do no wrong to a widow, or to a child whose father is
dead. 23 If you are cruel to them in any way, and their cry comes up to me, I
will certainly give ear; 24And in the heat of my wrath I will put you to death
with the sword, so that yourwiveswill bewidows andyour childrenwithout
fathers. 25 If you let any of the poor among my people have the use of your
money, do not be a hard creditor to him, and do not take interest. 26 If ever
you take your neighbour's clothing in exchange for the use of your money,
let him have it back before the sun goes down: 27 For it is the only thing he
has for coveringhis skin;what is he to go to sleep in? andwhenhis cry comes
up to me, I will give ear, for mymercy is great. 28Youmay not say evil of the
judges, or put a curse on the ruler of your people. 29Do not keep back your
offerings from thewealth of your grain and your vines. Thefirst of your sons
you are to give tome. 30 In the samewaywith your oxen and your sheep: for
seven days let the young one be with its mother; on the eighth day give it to
me. 31You are to be holy men to me: the flesh of no animal whose death has
been caused by the beasts of the field may be used for your food; it is to be
given to the dogs.

23
1Do not let a false statement go further; do not make an agreement with

evil-doers to be a falsewitness. 2Donot bemoved to dowrong by the general
opinion, or give the support of your words to a wrong decision: 3But, on the
other hand, do not be turned fromwhat is right in order to give support to a
poor man's cause. 4 If you come across the ox or the ass of one who is no
friend to you wandering from its way, you are to take it back to him. 5 If
you see the ass of one who has no love for you bent down to the earth under
the weight which is put on it, you are to come to its help, even against your
desire. 6 Let no wrong decisions be given in the poor man's cause. 7 Keep
yourselves far from any false business; never let the upright or himwho has
done no wrong be put to death: for I will make the evil-doer responsible for
his sin. 8Takeno rewards in a cause: for rewardsmakeblind thosewhohave
eyes to see, and make the decisions of the upright false. 9 Do not be hard
on the man from a strange country who is living among you; for you have
had experience of the feelings of one who is far from the land of his birth,
because you yourselves were living in Egypt, in a strange land. 10 For six
years put seed into your fields and get in the increase; 11But in the seventh
year let the land have a rest and be unplanted; so that the poor may have
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food from it: and let the beasts of the field take the rest. Do the same with
your vine-gardens and your olive-trees. 12 For six days do your work, and
on the seventh day keep the Sabbath; so that your ox and your assmay have
rest, together with the son of your servant and the man from a strange land
living among you. 13 Take note of all these things which I have said to you,
and let not the names of other gods come into your minds or from your lips.
14Three times in the year you are to keep a feast tome. 15You are to keep the
feast of unleavened bread; for seven days let your bread be without leaven,
as I gave you orders, at the regular time in themonthAbib (for in it you came
out of Egypt); and let no one come beforemewithout an offering: 16And the
feast of the grain-cutting, the first-fruits of your planted fields: and the feast
at the start of the year, when you have got in all the fruit from your fields.
17Three times in the year let all your males come before the Lord God. 18Do
not give the blood of my offering with leavened bread; and do not let the fat
of my feast be kept all night till the morning. 19The best of the first-fruits of
your landare tobe taken into thehouseof theLordyourGod. Theyounggoat
is not to be cooked in its mother's milk. 20 See, I am sending an angel before
you, to keepyouonyourwayand tobeyour guide into theplacewhich Ihave
made ready for you. 21Give attention to him and give ear to his voice; do not
go against him; for yourwrongdoingwill not be overlooked by him, because
my name is in him. 22But if you truly give ear to his voice, and do whatever
I say, then I will be against those who are against you, fighting those who
are fighting you. 23 And my angel will go before you, guiding you into the
land of the Amorite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Canaanite and
the Hivite and the Jebusite, and they will be cut off by my hand. 24 Do not
go down on your faces and give worship to their gods, or do as they do; but
overcome them completely, and let their pillars be broken down. 25And give
worship to the Lord your God, whowill send his blessing on your bread and
on your water; and I will take all disease away from among you. 26All your
animalswill give birthwithout loss, not onewill bewithout young in all your
land; I will give you a full measure of life. 27 I will send my fear before you,
putting to flight all the people to whom you come; all those who are against
you will go in flight, turning their backs before you. 28 I will send hornets
before you, driving out the Hivite and the Canaanite and the Hittite before
your face. 29 I will not send them all out in one year, for fear that their land
maybecomewaste, and thebeastsof thefieldbe increasedovermuchagainst
you. 30Little by little I will send themaway before you, till your numbers are
increased and you take up your heritage in the land. 31 I will let the limits of
your landbe fromtheRedSea to the seaof thePhilistines, and fromthewaste
land to the river Euphrates: for I will give the people of those lands into your
power; and you will send them out before you. 32Make no agreement with
them or with their gods. 33 Let them not go on living in your land, or they
will make you do evil againstme: for if you giveworship to their gods, it will
certainly be a cause of sin to you.

24
1 And he said to Moses, Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, and Nadab

and Abihu and seventy of the chiefs of Israel; and give me worship from a
distance. 2AndMoses onlymay comenear to the Lord; but the others are not
to comenear, and thepeoplemaynot comeupwith them. 3ThenMoses came
and put before the people all the words of the Lord and his laws: and all the
people, answering with one voice, said, Whatever the Lord has said we will
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do. 4 Then Moses put down in writing all the words of the Lord, and he got
up early in the morning andmade an altar at the foot of the mountain, with
twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel. 5And he sent some of the young
men of the children of Israel to make burned offerings and peace-offerings
of oxen to the Lord. 6 And Moses took half the blood and put it in basins;
draining out half of the blood over the altar. 7 And he took the book of the
agreement, reading it in the hearing of the people: and they said, Everything
which the Lord has said we will do, and we will keep his laws. 8ThenMoses
took the blood and let it come on the people, and said, This blood is the sign
of the agreement which the Lord has made with you in these words. 9Then
Moses andAaron, Nadab, andAbihu, and seventy of the chiefs of Israelwent
up: 10 And they saw the God of Israel; and under his feet there was, as it
seemed, a jewelled floor, clear as the heavens. 11And he put not his hand on
the chiefs of the children of Israel: they saw God, and took food and drink.
12And theLord said toMoses, Comeup tomeon themountain, and take your
place there: and I will give you the stones on which I have put in writing
the law and the orders, so that you may give the people knowledge of them.
13 Then Moses and Joshua his servant got up; and Moses went up into the
mountain of God. 14And he said to the chiefs, Keep your places here till we
come back to you: Aaron and Hur are with you; if anyone has any cause let
him go to them. 15AndMoseswent up into themountain, and it was covered
by the cloud. 16And the glory of the Lordwas resting onMount Sinai, and the
cloud was over it for six days; and on the seventh day he said Moses' name
out of the cloud. 17And the glory of the Lord was like a flame on the top of
themountain before the eyes of the children of Israel. 18AndMoseswent up
themountain, into the cloud, and was there for forty days and forty nights.

25
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel that they are to

makeme an offering; from everymanwho has the impulse in his heart take
an offering for me. 3And this is the offering you are to take from them: gold
and silver and brass; 4And blue and purple and red, and the best linen, and
goats' hair; 5And sheepskins coloured red, and leather, and hard wood; 6Oil
for the light, spices for the sweet-smelling oil, sweet perfumes for burning;
7 Beryls and stones of value to be put on the ephod and on the priest's bag.
8 And let them make me a holy place, so that I may be ever present among
them. 9Make the House and everything in it from the designs which I will
give you. 10And they are tomake an ark of hard wood; two and a half cubits
long, and a cubit and a half wide and high. 11 It is to be plated inside and out
with the best gold, with an edge of gold all round it 12Andmake four rings of
gold for it, tobefixedon its four feet, tworingsonone sideof it and twoon the
other. 13Andmake rods of the samewood, plating themwith gold. 14Andput
the rods through the rings at the sides of the ark, for lifting it. 15The rods are
to be kept in the rings, and never taken out. 16 Inside the ark you are to put
the record which I will give you. 17And you are to make a cover of the best
gold, two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide. 18And at the two
ends of the cover youare tomake twowingedones of hammered gold, 19One
at one end and one at the other; the winged ones are to be part of the cover.
20And theirwings are to be outstretched over the cover, and thewinged ones
are to be opposite one another, facing the cover. 21Andput the cover over the
ark, and in the ark the recordwhich Iwill give you. 22And there, between the
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two winged ones on the cover of the ark, I will come to you, face to face, and
make clear to you all the orders I have to give you for the children of Israel.
23Andyouare tomakea table of the samewood, two cubits long, a cubitwide
and a cubit and a half high, 24 Plated with the best gold, with a gold edge all
round it; 25And make a frame all round it, as wide as a man's hand, with a
gold edge to the frame. 26Andmake four gold rings and put them at the four
angles, on the four feet of the table; 27 The rings are to be fixed under the
frame to take the rods with which the table is to be lifted. 28Make rods of
the same wood, plated with gold, for lifting the table. 29Andmake the table-
vessels, the spoonsand the cupsand thebasins for liquids, all of thebest gold.
30And on the table at all times you are to keepmy holy bread. 31And you are
tomake a support for lights, of the best gold; its base and its pillar are to be of
hammered gold; its cups, its buds, and its flowers are to bemade of the same
metal. 32 It is to have six branches coming out from its sides; three branches
from one side and three from the other. 33 Every branch having three cups
made like almond flowers, every cup with a bud and a flower, on all the
branches. 34And on the pillar, four cups like almond flowers, every onewith
its budand its flower: 35Andunder every twobranches a bud,madewith the
branch, for all the six branches of it. 36The buds and the branches are to be
made of the samemetal; all together one complete work of hammered gold.
37Then you are to make its seven vessels for the lights, putting them in their
place so that they give light in front of it. 38And the instruments and trays
for use with it are all to be of the best gold. 39A talent of gold will be needed
for it, with all these vessels. 40And see that you make them from the design
which you saw on themountain.

26
1And you are to make a House for me, with ten curtains of the best linen,

blue and purple and red, worked with designs of winged ones by a good
workman. 2 Every curtain is to be twenty-eight cubits long and four cubits
wide, all of the same measure. 3 Five curtains are to be joined together, and
the other five are to be joined together. 4 And you are to put twists of blue
cord on the edge of the outside curtain of the first group of five, and on the
edge of the outside curtain of the second group of five; 5 Fifty twists on one
curtain and fifty on the other, the twists to be opposite one another. 6 Then
make fifty gold hooks, joining the curtains together by the hooks, and in this
way theHousewill bemade. 7And you are tomake curtains of goats' hair for
a tent over the House, eleven curtains. 8 Every curtain is to be thirty cubits
long and four cubits wide, all of the same measure. 9 Five of these curtains
are to be joined together, and the other six are to be joined together, the sixth
being folded over tomake ahanging in front of the tent. 10Andyou are to put
fifty twists of cord on the edge of the outside curtain of one group, and fifty
twists on the edge of the outside curtain of the other group. 11 Then make
fifty brass hooks and put the hooks into the twists, joining the tent together
tomake it one. 12And the folded partwhich is over of the curtains of the tent,
the half-curtain which is folded back, will be hanging down over the back of
the House. 13And the cubit which is over of the ten curtains at the sides will
be hanging over the two sides of the House as a cover. 14And then you are to
make a cover for the tent, of sheepskins coloured red, and a cover of leather
over that. 15Andyouare tomakeupright boards of hardwood for theHouse.
16 Every board is to be ten cubits high and a cubit and a half wide. 17 Every
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board is to be joined to the one nearest to it by two tongues, and so for every
board in the House. 18 These are the boards needed for the house; twenty
boards for the south side, 19With forty silver bases under the twenty boards,
two bases under every board to take its tongues. 20 And twenty boards for
the second side of the house on the north, 21With their forty silver bases, two
under every board. 22And six boards for the back of the House on the west,
23With twoboards for theanglesof theHouseat theback. 24The twoare tobe
joined together at the base and at the top to one ring, forming the two angles.
25 So there are to be eight boards, with their sixteen silver bases, two bases
under every board. 26And make rods of the same wood, five for the boards
on the one side, 27And five for the boards on the other side of theHouse, and
five for the west side of the House at the back. 28And the middle rod is to go
through the rings of all the boards from end to end. 29 And the boards are
to be plated with gold, having gold rings for the rods to go through: and the
rods are to be plated with gold. 30And you are to make the House from the
design which you saw on the mountain. 31And you are to make a veil of the
best linen, blue andpurple and red,workedwithdesigns ofwingedonesbya
goodworkman: 32Hanging it by gold hooks from four pillars ofwood, plated
with gold andfixed in silver bases. 33Andyouare to put up the veil under the
hooks, and put inside it the ark of the law: the veil is to be a division between
the holy place and the most holy. 34 You are to put the cover on the ark of
the law, inside the most holy place. 35And outside the veil you are to put the
table, and the support for the lights opposite the table on the south side of
the House; and the table is to be on the north side. 36And you are to make
a curtain for the doorway of the Tent, of the best linen with needlework of
blue and purple and red. 37 And make five pillars for the curtain, of hard
wood plated with gold; their hooks are to be of gold and their bases of brass.

27
1 And make an altar of hard wood, a square altar, five cubits long, five

cubits wide and three cubits high. 2 Put horns at the four angles of it, made
of the same, plating it all with brass. 3And make all its vessels, the baskets
for taking away the dust of the fire, the spades and basins and meat-hooks
and fire-trays, of brass. 4Andmake a network of brass, with four brass rings
at its four angles. 5And put the network under the shelf round the altar so
that the net comes half-way up the altar. 6 And make rods for the altar, of
hardwood, platedwith brass. 7Andput the rods through the rings at the two
opposite sides of the altar, for lifting it. 8The altar is to be hollow, boarded in
with wood; make it from the design which you saw on the mountain. 9And
let there be an open space round the House, with hangings for its south side
of the best linen, a hundred cubits long. 10 Their twenty pillars and their
twenty bases are to be of brass; the hooks of the pillars and their bands are
to be of silver. 11And on the north side in the sameway, hangings a hundred
cubits long, with twenty pillars of brass on bases of brass; their hooks and
their bands are to be of silver. 12 And for the open space on the west side,
the hangings are to be fifty cubits wide, with ten pillars and ten bases; 13And
on the east side the space is to be fifty cubits wide. 14On the one side of the
doorway will be hangings fifteen cubits long, with three pillars and three
bases; 15Andon theother side, hangingsfifteencubits long,with threepillars
and three bases. 16And across the doorway, a veil of twenty cubits of the best
linen, made of needlework of blue and purple and red, with four pillars and
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four bases. 17All the pillars round the open space are to have silver bands,
with hooks of silver and bases of brass. 18The open space is to be a hundred
cubits long, fifty cubits wide, with sides five cubits high, curtained with the
best linen, with bases of brass. 19 All the instruments for the work of the
House, and all its nails, and the nails of the open space are to be of brass.
20Give orders to the children of Israel to give you clear olive oil for the lights,
so that a light may be burning there at all times. 21 Let Aaron and his sons
put this in order, evening and morning, before the Lord, inside the Tent of
meeting, outside the veil which is before the ark; this is to be an order for
ever, from generation to generation, to be kept by the children of Israel.

28
1 Now let Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, come near from

among the children of Israel, so that they may be my priests, even Aaron,
and Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar, his sons. 2 And make holy robes
for Aaron your brother, so that he may be clothed with glory and honour.
3 Give orders to all the wise-hearted workmen, whom I have made full of
the spirit of wisdom, to make robes for Aaron, so that he may be made holy
as my priest. 4 This is what they are to make: a priest's bag, an ephod, and
a robe, and a coat of coloured needlework, a head-dress, and a linen band;
they are to make holy robes for Aaron your brother and for his sons, so that
they may do the work of priests for me. 5They are to take the gold and blue
and purple and red and the best linen, 6 And make the ephod of gold and
blue and purple and red and the best linen, the work of a designer. 7 It is to
have two bands stitched to it at the top of the arms, joining it together. 8And
the beautifully worked band, which goes on it, is to be of the samework and
the same material, of gold and blue and purple and red and twisted linen-
work. 9You are to take two beryl stones, on which the names of the children
of Israel are to be cut: 10 Six names on the one stone and six on the other, in
the order of their birth. 11With the work of a jeweller, like the cutting of a
stamp, the names of the children of Israel are to be cut on them, and they are
to be fixed in twisted frames of gold. 12And the two stones are to be placed
on the ephod, over the arm-holes, to be stones of memory for the children
of Israel: Aaron will have their names on his arms when he goes in before
the Lord, to keep the Lord in mind of them. 13And you are to make twisted
frames of gold; 14 And two chains of the best gold, twisted like cords; and
have the chains fixed on to the frames. 15Andmake a priest's bag for giving
decisions, designed like the ephod,madeof gold andblue andpurple and red
and the best linen. 16 It is to be square, folded in two, a hand-stretch long and
a hand-stretch wide. 17And on it you are to put four lines of jewels; the first
line is to be a cornelian, a chrysolite, and an emerald; 18The second, a ruby,
a sapphire, and an onyx; 19 The third, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst;
20 The fourth, a topaz, a beryl, and a jasper; they are to be fixed in twisted
frames of gold. 21The jewels are to be twelve in number, for the names of the
childrenof Israel; every jewel having thenameof oneof the twelve tribes cut
on it as on a stamp. 22And you are to make two chains of gold, twisted like
cords, to be fixed to the priest's bag. 23 And put two gold rings on the two
ends of the bag. 24 Put the two gold chains on the two rings at the ends of
the bag; 25 Joining the other ends of the chains to the gold frames and putting
them on the front of the ephod, at the top of the arms. 26Thenmake two gold
rings and put themon the lower ends of the bag, at the edge of it on the inner
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side nearest to the ephod. 27 And make two more gold rings and put them
on the front of the ephod at the top of the arms, at the join, over the worked
band: 28 So that the rings on the bag may be fixed to the rings of the ephod
by a blue cord and on to the band of the ephod, so that the bagmay not come
loose from the ephod. 29And so Aaronwill have the names of the children of
Israel on the priest's bag over his heartwhenever he goes into the holy place,
to keep thememory of thembefore the Lord. 30And in the bag you are to put
the Urim and Thummim, so that they may be on Aaron's heart whenever he
goes in before the Lord; and Aaronmay have the power ofmaking decisions
for the children of Israel before the Lord at all times. 31The robe which goes
with theephod is tobemadeall of blue; 32Withahole at the top, in themiddle
of it; the hole is to be edged with a band tomake it strong like the hole in the
coat of a fighting-man, so that it may not be broken open. 33And round the
skirts of it put fruits in blue and purple and red, with bells of gold between;
34A gold bell and a fruit in turn all round the skirts of the robe. 35Aaron is
to put it on for his holy work; and the sound of it will be clear, when he goes
into the holy place before the Lord, and when he comes out, keeping him
safe from death. 36 You are to make a plate of the best gold, cutting on it, as
on a stamp, these words: HOLY TO THE LORD. 37 Put a blue cord on it and
put it on the front of the twisted head-dress: 38 And it will be over Aaron's
brow, so that Aaronwill be responsible for any error in all the holy offerings
made by the children of Israel; it will be on his brow at all times, so that their
offerings may be pleasing to the Lord. 39 The coat is to be made of the best
linen, worked in squares; and you are to make a head-dress of linen, and a
linen band worked in needlework. 40And for Aaron's sons you are to make
coats, and bands, and head-dresses, so that they may be clothed with glory
and honour. 41These you are to put on Aaron, your brother, and on his sons,
putting oil on them, separating them and making them holy, to do the work
of priests to me. 42And you are to make them linen trousers, covering their
bodies from themiddle to the knee; 43Aaron and his sons are to put these on
whenever they go into the Tent ofmeeting or come near the altar, when they
are doing the work of the holy place, so that they may be free from any sin
causing death: this is to be an order for him and his seed after him for ever.

29
1 This is what you are to do to make them holy, to do the work of priests

to me: Take one young ox and two male sheep, without any mark on them,
2 And unleavened bread, and unleavened cakes mixed with oil, and thin
unleavened cakes on which oil has been put, made of the best bread-meal;
3 Put these in a basket and take them, with the ox and the two sheep. 4And
let Aaron and his sons come to the door of the Tent of meeting, and there let
them be washed with water. 5Take the robes, and put the coat and the dress
and the ephod and the priest's bag on Aaron; put the band of needlework
roundhim, 6And let thehead-dress beplacedonhis headand theholy crown
on the head-dress. 7 Then take the oil and put it on his head. 8And take his
sons andput their robes on them; 9Andput the linenbands roundAaronand
his sons, and thehead-dresses on them, tomake thempriests bymyorder for
ever: so you are tomake Aaron and his sons holy tome. 10Then let the ox be
taken in front of the Tent of meeting: and let Aaron and his sons put their
hands on its head. 11And you are to put the ox to death before the Lord at
the door of the Tent ofmeeting. 12Then take some of the blood of the ox, and



Exodus 29:13 84 Exodus 29:38

put it on the horns of the altar with your finger, draining out all the rest of
the blood at the base of the altar. 13And take all the fat covering the inside
of the ox, and the fat joining the liver and the two kidneyswith the fat round
them, and let them be burned on the altar; 14 But the flesh of the ox and its
skin and its waste parts are to be burned outside the circle of the tents, for
it is a sin-offering. 15Then take one of the sheep, and let Aaron and his sons
put their hands on its head. 16 Then let it be put to death, so that the sides
of the altar are marked with its blood. 17 Then the sheep is to be cut up into
its parts, and after washing its legs and its inside parts, you are to put them
with the parts and the head, 18And let them all be burned on the altar as a
burned offering to the Lord: a sweet smell, an offering made by fire to the
Lord. 19 Then take the other sheep; and after Aaron and his sons have put
their hands on its head, 20 You are to put the sheep to death, and take some
of its blood and put it on the point of Aaron's right ear, and of the right ears
of his sons, and on the thumbs of their right hands and the great toes of their
right feet, dropping the rest of the blood on the sides of the altar. 21 Then
take some of the blood on the altar, and the oil, and put it on Aaron and his
robes and on his sons and on their robes, so that he and his robes and his
sons and their robesmay bemade holy. 22Then take the fat of the sheep, the
fat tail, the fat covering the insides, and the fat joining the liver and the two
kidneys with the fat round them, and the right leg; for by the offering of this
sheep they are to be marked out as priests: 23And take one bit of bread and
one cake of oiled bread and one thin cake out of the basket of unleavened
bread which is before the Lord: 24And put them all on the hands of Aaron
and of his sons, to bewaved for awave offering before the Lord. 25Then take
them from their hands, and let them be burned on the burned offering on
the altar, a sweet smell before the Lord, an offeringmade by fire to the Lord.
26Then take the breast of Aaron's sheep, waving it before the Lord; and it is
to be your part of the offering. 27 So you are to make holy the breast of the
sheep which is waved and the leg which is lifted up on high, that is, of the
sheep which is offered for Aaron and his sons; 28And it will be their part as
a right for ever from the children of Israel, it is a special offering from the
children of Israel, made from their peace-offerings, a special offering lifted
up to the Lord. 29And Aaron's holy robes will be used by his sons after him;
they will put them onwhen they are made priests. 30For seven days the son
who becomes priest in his place will put them on when he comes into the
Tent of meeting to do the work of the holy place. 31 Then take the sheep of
the wave offering and let its flesh be cooked in water in a holy place. 32And
let Aaron and his sons make a meal of it, with the bread in the basket, at the
door of the Tent of meeting. 33All those things which were used as offerings
to take away sin, and tomake themholy tobepriests, theymayhave for food:
but no one who is not a priest may have them, for they are holy food. 34And
if any of the flesh of the offering or of the bread is over till the morning, let
it be burned with fire; it is not to be used for food, for it is holy. 35All these
things you are to do to Aaron and his sons as I have given you orders: for
seven days the work of making them priests is to go on. 36 Every day an ox
is to be offered as a sin-offering, to take away sins: and by this offering on
it, you will make the altar clean from sin; and you are to put oil on it and
make it holy. 37 For seven days you are to make offerings for the altar and
make it holy, so that it may become completely holy, and anything touching
it will become holy. 38Now this is the offering which you are to make on the
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altar: two lambs in their first year, every day regularly. 39 One lamb is to
be offered in the morning and the other in the evening: 40And with the one
lamb, a tenth part of an ephah of the best meal, mixed with a fourth part of
a hin of clear oil; and the fourth part of a hin of wine for a drink offering.
41 And the other lamb is to be offered in the evening, and with it the same
meal offering and drink offering, for a sweet smell, an offering made by fire
to the Lord. 42This is to be a regular burned offering made from generation
to generation, at the door of the Tent ofmeeting before the Lord, where Iwill
come face to face with you and have talk with you. 43There I will come face
to facewith the children of Israel, and the Tentwill bemadeholy bymyglory
44 I will make holy the Tent of meeting and the altar: and Aaron and his sons
I will make holy, to be my priests 45Among the children of Israel I will make
my living-place, and Iwill be theirGod. 46And theywill see that I am theLord
theirGod,who took themout of the landof Egypt, so that Imight be everwith
them: I am the Lord their God.

30
1And you are to make an altar for the burning of perfume; of hard wood

let it be made. 2 The altar is to be square, a cubit long and a cubit wide, and
two cubits high, and its horns are to be made of the same. 3 It is to be plated
with the best gold, the top of it and the sides and the horns, with an edging of
gold all round it. 4Under the edge on the two opposite sides, you are tomake
two gold rings, to take the rods for lifting it. 5 And make these rods of the
same wood, plating themwith gold. 6And let it be placed in front of the veil
before the ark of the law, before the coverwhich is over the law, where Iwill
come face to face with you. 7And on this altar sweet spices are to be burned
by Aaron every morning when he sees to the lights. 8 And every evening,
whenheputs the lightsup in theirplaces, the spicesare tobeburned, a sweet-
smelling smoke going up before the Lord from generation to generation for
ever. 9Nostrangeperfume,noburnedofferingormealoffering, andnodrink
offering is to be offered on it. 10 And once every year Aaron is to make its
horns clean: with the blood of the sin-offering he is to make it clean once
every year from generation to generation: it is most holy to the Lord. 11And
the Lord said toMoses, 12When you are taking the number of the children of
Israel, let everymanwho is numbered give to the Lord a price for his life, so
that no disease may come on them when they are numbered. 13And this is
what they are to give; let every man who is numbered give half a shekel, by
the scale of the holy place: (the shekel being valued at twenty gerahs:) this
money is an offering to the Lord. 14Everyonewho is numbered, from twenty
years old and over, is to give an offering to the Lord. 15The man of wealth is
to give nomore and the poormanno less than the half-shekel of silver, when
the offering is made to the Lord as the price for your lives. 16 And you are
to take this money from the children of Israel to be used for the work of the
Tent ofmeeting, to keep thememory of the children of Israel before the Lord
and to be the price of your lives. 17And the Lord said to Moses, 18You are to
make a brass washing-vessel, with a brass base; and put it between the Tent
ofmeeting and the altar, withwater in it; 19That itmay be used byAaron and
his sons for washing their hands and feet; 20Whenever they go into the Tent
of meeting they are to be washed with water, to keep them from death; and
whenever they come near to do the work of the altar, or to make an offering
by fire to the Lord, 21 Their hands and feet are to be washed. so that they
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maybe safe fromdeath: this is an order to them for ever; to himandhis seed
fromgeneration to generation. 22And theLord said toMoses, 23Take the best
spices, five hundred shekels' weight of liquidmyrrh, and of sweet cinnamon
half as much, that is, two hundred and fifty shekels, and two hundred and
fifty shekels of sweet calamus, 24And of cassia, five hundred shekels' weight
measured by the scale of the holy place, and of olive oil a hin: 25And make
these into a holy oil, a perfume made by the art of the perfume-maker; it is
to be a holy oil. 26 This oil is to be put on the Tent of meeting, and on the
ark of the law, 27And on the table and all its vessels, and on the support for
the lights, with its vessels, and on the altar for burning spices, 28And on the
altar of burned offerings with its vessels, and on the washing-vessel and its
base. 29And you are to make them most holy; anything touching them will
become holy. 30And put the oil on Aaron and his sons, making them holy to
do the work of priests to me. 31And say to the children of Israel, This is to be
the Lord's holy oil, from generation to generation. 32 It is not to be used for
man's flesh, and no other is to be made like it: holy it is, and you are to keep
it holy. 33Whoever makes any like it, or puts it on one who is not a priest,
will be cut off from his people. 34 And the Lord said to Moses, Take sweet
spices, stacte andonychaandgalbanum,with thebest frankincense, in equal
weights; 35Andmake from them a perfume, such as ismade by the art of the
perfume-maker, mixed with salt, and clean and holy. 36And put some of it,
crushed very small, in front of the ark in the Tent of meeting, where I will
come face to face with you; it is to be most holy. 37 You are not to make any
perfume like it for yourselves: it is to be kept holy to the Lord. 38Whoever
makes any like it, for its sweet smell, will be cut off from his people.

31
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 I have made selection of Bezalel, the son of

Uri, by name, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: 3 And I have given him
the spirit of God and made him wise and full of knowledge and expert in
every sort of handwork, 4 To do all sorts of delicate work in gold and silver
andbrass; 5 In cutting stones for framing, and todo every formofwoodwork.
6And Ihavemade selectionofOholiabwithhim, the sonofAhisamach, of the
tribe ofDan; and in thehearts of allwhoarewise I haveput the knowledge to
makewhatever I have given you orders to havemade; 7The Tent ofmeeting,
and the ark of the law, and the cover which is on it, and all the things for
the tent, 8And the table with its vessels, and the holy light-support with all
its vessels, and the altar for the burning of spices, 9And the altar of burned
offerings with all its vessels, and the washing-vessel with its base, 10And the
robes of needlework, the holy robes for Aaron and for his sons, for their use
when acting as priests, 11And the holy oil, and the perfume of sweet spices
for the holy place; they will do whatever I have given you orders to have
done. 12And the Lord said to Moses, 13 Say to the children of Israel that they
are to keep my Sabbaths; for the Sabbath day is a sign between me and you
through all your generations; so that you may see that I am the Lord who
makes you holy. 14 So you are to keep the Sabbath as a holy day; and anyone
not honouring it will certainly be put to death: whoever does any work on
that daywill be cut off fromhis people. 15Six daysmaywork be done, but the
seventhday is a Sabbathof complete rest, holy to theLord;whoeverdoes any
work on the Sabbath day is to be put to death. 16And the children of Israel
are to keep the Sabbath holy, from generation to generation, by an eternal
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agreement. 17 It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever;
because in six days the Lordmade heaven and earth, and on the seventh day
he took his rest and had pleasure in it. 18And when his talk with Moses on
Mount Sinai was ended, he gave him the two stones of the law, two stones on
which was the writing made by the finger of God.

32
1Andwhen the people saw thatMoses was a long time coming down from

the mountain, they all came to Aaron and said to him, Come, make us a god
to go before us: as for thisMoses, who took us up out of the land of Egypt, we
have no idea what has become of him. 2 Then Aaron said to them, Take off
the gold rings which are in the ears of your wives and your sons and your
daughters, and give them to me. 3 And all the people took the gold rings
from their ears and gave them to Aaron. 4And he took the gold from them
and, hammering it with an instrument, he made it into the metal image of
a young ox: and they said, This is your god, O Israel, who took you out of
the land of Egypt. 5 And when Aaron saw this, he made an altar before it,
and made a public statement, saying, Tomorrow there will be a feast to the
Lord. 6 So early on the day after they got up andmade burned offerings and
peace-offerings; and took their seats at the feast, and then gave themselves
to pleasure. 7And the Lord said to Moses, Go down quickly; for your people,
whom you took out of the land of Egypt, are turned to evil ways; 8Even now
they are turned away from the rule I gave them, and havemade themselves
a metal ox and given worship to it and offerings, saying, This is your god,
O Israel, who took you up out of the land of Egypt. 9 And the Lord said to
Moses, I havebeenwatching this people, and I see that they are a stiff-necked
people. 10Now do not get in my way, for my wrath is burning against them;
I will send destruction on them, but of you I will make a great nation. 11But
Moses made prayer to God, saying, Lord, why is your wrath burning against
your people whom you took out of the land of Egypt, with great power and
with the strength of your hand? 12Why let the Egyptians say, He took them
out to an evil fate, to put them to death on the mountains, cutting them off
from the earth? Let your wrath be turned away from them, and send not
this evil on your people. 13Have in mind Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your
servants, to whom you gave your oath, saying, I will make your seed like the
stars of heaven in number, and all this land will I give to your seed, as I said,
to be their heritage for ever. 14 So the Lord let himself be turned from his
purpose of sending punishment onhis people. 15ThenMoses camedown the
mountain with the two stones of the law in his hand; the stones had writing
on their two sides, on the front and on the back. 16The stones were thework
of God, and the writing was the writing of God, cut on the stones. 17 Now
when the noise and the voices of the people came to the ears of Joshua, he
said toMoses, There is a noise of war in the tents. 18AndMoses said, It is not
the voice of men who are overcoming in the fight, or the cry of those who
have been overcome; it is the sound of songs which comes to my ear. 19And
when he came near the tents he saw the image of the ox, and the people
dancing; and in his wrath Moses let the stones go from his hands, and they
were broken at the foot of the mountain. 20And he took the ox which they
hadmade, burning it in thefire and crushing it to powder, andheput it in the
water andmade the children of Israel take a drink of it. 21AndMoses said to
Aaron,Whatdid thepeopledo toyou thatyou let this great sincomeon them?
22AndAaron said, Let notmy lord be angry; youhave seenhow the purposes
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of this people are evil. 23For they said tome,Makeus a god to gobefore us: as
for thisMoses, who took us up out of the land of Egypt, we have no ideawhat
has come to him. 24Then I said to them,Whoever has any gold, let him take it
off; so they gave it tome, and I put it in the fire, and this image of an ox came
out. 25AndMoses saw that the people were out of control, for Aaron had let
them loose to their shamebefore their haters: 26ThenMoses tookhis place at
the way into the tents, and said, Whoever is on the Lord's side, let him come
to me. And all the sons of Levi came together to him. 27And he said to them,
This is the word of the Lord, the God of Israel: Let every man take his sword
at his side, and go from one end of the tents to the other, putting to death
his brother and his friend and his neighbour. 28And the sons of Levi did as
Moses said; and about three thousand of the people were put to death that
day. 29 And Moses said, You have made yourselves priests to the Lord this
day; for every one of you has made the offering of his son and his brother;
the blessing of the Lord is on you this day. 30And on the day after, Moses said
to the people, Great has been your sin: but I will go up to the Lord, and see if
I may get forgiveness for your sin. 31ThenMoses went back to the Lord and
said, This peoplehasdonea great sin,making themselves a godof gold; 32But
now, if youwill give them forgiveness— but if not, let my name be taken out
of your book. 33And the Lord said to Moses, Whoever has done evil against
me will be taken out of my book. 34 But now, go, take the people into that
place of which I have given you word; see, my angel will go before you: but
when the time of my judging has come, I will send punishment on them for
their sin. 35And the Lord sent punishment on the people because they gave
worship to the ox which Aaronmade.

33
1 And the Lord said to Moses, Go forward from this place, you and the

people whom you have taken up out of the land of Egypt, to that land about
which Imade an oath to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, To your seedwill
I give it. 2And I will send an angel before you, driving out the Canaanite and
the Amorite and theHittite and the Perizzite and theHivite and the Jebusite:
3Go up to that land flowing withmilk and honey; but I will not go up among
you, for you are a stiff-necked people, for fear that I send destruction on
you while you are on the way. 4Hearing this bad news the people were full
of grief, and no one put on his ornaments. 5 And the Lord said to Moses,
Say to the children of Israel, You are a stiff-necked people: if I come among
you, even for a minute, I will send destruction on you; so take off all your
ornaments, so that I may see what to do with you. 6 So the children of Israel
took off their ornaments at Mount Horeb, and did not put them on again.
7 Now it was Moses' way to put up the Tent of meeting outside the tent-
circle, at some distance away; giving it the name of The Tent of meeting.
And everyone desiring to make his prayer to the Lord went to the Tent of
meeting outside the tent-circle. 8And whenever Moses went out to the Tent
of meeting, all the people got up and everyone went to the door of his tent,
looking afterMoses till hewent inside the Tent. 9AndwheneverMoseswent
into the Tent, the pillar of cloud came down, and took its place by the door
of the Tent, as long as the Lord was talking with Moses. 10And all the people
saw the cloud at the door of the Tent, and they went down on their faces,
everyone at the door of his tent. 11And the Lord had talk with Moses face to
face, as a manmay have talk with his friend. AndwhenMoses came back to



Exodus 33:12 89 Exodus 34:14

the tents, his servant, the young man Joshua, the son of Nun, did not come
away from the Tent. 12AndMoses said to the Lord, See, you say tome, Be this
people's guide on their journey, but you have not made clear to me whom
youwill sendwithme. But you have said, I have knowledge of you by name,
and you have grace inmy eyes. 13 If then I have grace in your eyes, letme see
yourways, so that Imayhave knowledge of you andbe certain of your grace;
and my prayer is that you will keep in mind that this nation is your people.
14And he said, I myself will gowith you and give you rest. 15AndMoses said,
If you yourself are not going with us, do not send us on from here. 16 For is
not the fact of your goingwith us the sign that I and this people have grace in
your eyes, so that we, that is, I and your people, are separate from all other
people on the face of the earth? 17 And the Lord said to Moses, I will do as
you say: for you have grace inmy eyes, and I have knowledge of you by your
name. 18AndMoses said, O Lord, let me see your glory. 19And he said, I will
make all the light of my being come before you, and will make clear to you
what I am; I will be kind to those to whom I will be kind, and havemercy on
those on whom I will have mercy. 20 But it is not possible for you to see my
face, for no manmay see me and still go on living. 21And the Lord said, See,
there is a place near me, and you may take your place on the rock: 22 And
whenmy glory goes by, I will put you in a hole in the rock, covering youwith
my hand till I have gone past: 23Then I will take awaymy hand, and youwill
see my back: but my face is not to be seen.

34
1And the Lord said to Moses, Make two other stones like the first two; and

I will put on them the words which were on the first stones, which were
broken by you. 2 And be ready by the morning, and come up on Mount
Sinai, and come beforeme there in themorning, on the top of themountain.
3No one is to come up with you, and let no man be seen anywhere on the
mountain; let no flocks or herds come near to get their food at its foot. 4 So
Moses got two stones cut like the first; and early in the morning he went up
Mount Sinai, as the Lord had said, with the two stones in his hand. 5 And
the Lord camedown in the cloud and took his place by the side ofMoses, and
Moses gaveworship to thenameof the Lord. 6And theLordwent past before
his eyes, saying, TheLord, theLord, aGod full of pity andgrace, slow towrath
and great inmercy and faith; 7Havingmercy on thousands, overlooking evil
and wrongdoing and sin; he will not let wrongdoers go free, but will send
punishment on children for the sins of their fathers, and on their children's
children to the thirdand fourth generation. 8ThenMosesquicklywentdown
on his face inworship. 9And he said, If now I have grace in your eyes, let the
Lord go among us, for this is a stiff-necked people, and give us forgiveness
for our wrongdoing and our sin, and take us for your heritage. 10 And the
Lord said, See, this is what I will undertake: before the eyes of your people I
will dowonders, such as have not been done in all the earth or in any nation:
and all your people will see the work of the Lord, for what I am about to do
for you is greatly to be feared. 11 Take care to do the orders which I give
you today; I will send out from before you the Amorite and the Canaanite
and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite. 12But take
care, and do notmake any agreement with the people of the landwhere you
are going, for it will be a cause of sin to you. 13 But their altars are to be
overturned and their pillars broken and their images cut down: 14 For you
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are to beworshippers of no other god: for the Lord is a Godwhowill not give
his honour to another. 15So see that youmake no agreementwith the people
of the land, and do not go after their gods, or take part in their offerings, or
be guests at their feasts, 16Or take their daughters for your sons; for when
theirdaughters giveworshipbefore their gods, theywillmakeyour sons take
part with them. 17Make for yourselves no gods of metal. 18Keep the feast of
unleavened bread; for seven days your food is to be bread without leaven,
as I gave you orders, at the regular time in themonth Abib; for in thatmonth
you came out of Egypt. 19 Every first male child is mine; the first male birth
of your cattle, the first male of every ox and sheep. 20A lamb may be given
in payment for the young of an ass, but if you will not make payment for it,
its neck will have to be broken. For all the first of your sons you are to make
payment. No one is to come before me without an offering. 21 Six days let
work be done, but on the seventh day take your rest: at ploughing time and
at the grain-cutting you are to have a day for rest. 22And you are to keep the
feast of weeks when you get in the first-fruits of the grain, and the feast at
the turn of the year when you take in the produce of your fields. 23 Three
times in the year let all your males come before the Lord, the God of Israel.
24For Iwill send out the nations before you andmakewide the limits of your
land; and nomanwill make an attempt to take your land while you go up to
giveworship to the Lord, three times in the year. 25No leaven is to be offered
with the blood ofmy offering, and the offering of the Passover feast may not
be kept till the morning. 26 Take the first-fruits of your land as an offering
to the house of the Lord your God. Let not the young goat be cooked in its
mother's milk 27And the Lord said to Moses, Put all these words in writing;
for on them is based the agreement which I will make with you. 28And for
forty days and forty nights Moses was there with the Lord, and in that time
he had no food or drink. And he put inwriting on the stones thewords of the
agreement, the ten rules of the law. 29Now when Moses came down from
Mount Sinai, with the two stones in his hand, he was not conscious that his
face was shining because of his talk with God. 30But when Aaron and all the
childrenof Israel sawMoses, and the shiningofhis face, theywouldnot come
near him for fear. 31ThenMoses sent for them; and Aaron, with the chiefs of
the people, came to him; and Moses had talk with them. 32And later, all the
children of Israel came near, and he gave them all the orderswhich the Lord
had given him onMount Sinai. 33And at the end of his talkwith them,Moses
put a veil over his face. 34 But whenever Moses went in before the Lord to
have talk with him, he took off the veil till he came out. And whenever he
came out he said to the children of Israel what he had been ordered to say;
35And the children of Israel saw that the face ofMoseswas shining: soMoses
put the veil over his face again till he went to the Lord.

35
1AndMoses sent for all the children of Israel to come together, and said to

them, This is what the Lord has said and these are his orders. 2 Six days let
work be done, but the seventh day is to be a holy day to you, a Sabbath of rest
to the Lord; whoever does anywork on that day is to be put to death. 3Nofire
is to be lighted in any of your houses on the Sabbath day. 4And Moses said
to all the meeting of the children of Israel, This is the order which the Lord
has given: 5 Take from among you an offering to the Lord; everyone who
has the impulse in his heart, let him give his offering to the Lord; gold and
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silver and brass; 6And blue and purple and red and the best linen and goats'
hair, 7And sheepskins coloured red, and leather, andhardwood, 8Andoil for
the lights, and spices for the holy oil and for the sweet perfumes for burning.
9Andberyls and jewels to be cut for the ephod and for the priest's bag. 10And
let every wise-hearted man among you come and make whatever has been
ordered by the Lord; 11The House and its tent and its cover, its hooks and its
boards, its rods and its pillars and its bases; 12The ark with its cover and its
rods and the veil hangingbefore it; 13The table and its rods andall its vessels,
and the holy bread; 14And the support for the lights, with its vessels and its
lights and the oil for the light; 15 And the altar for burning spices, with its
rods, and the holy oil and the sweet perfume, and the curtain for the door,
at the door of the House; 16 The altar of burned offerings, with its network
of brass, its rods, and all its vessels, the washing-vessel and its base; 17 The
hangings for the open space, its pillars and their bases, and the curtain for
the doorway; 18 The nails for the House, and the nails for the open space
and their cords; 19 The robes of needlework for the work of the holy place,
the holy robes for Aaron the priest, and the robes for his sons when acting
as priests. 20 And all the children of Israel went away from Moses. 21 And
everyonewhose heartwasmoved, everyonewhowas guided by the impulse
of his spirit, came with his offering for the Lord, for whatever was needed
for the Tent of meeting and its work and for the holy robes. 22 They came,
men and women, all who were ready to give, and gave pins and nose-rings
and finger-rings and neck-ornaments, all of gold; everyone gave an offering
of gold to the Lord. 23And everyone who had blue and purple and red and
the best linen and goats' hair and sheepskins coloured red and leather, gave
them. 24Everyone who had silver and brass gave an offering of them to the
Lord; and everyone who had hard wood, such as was needed for the work,
gave it. 25And all thewomenwhowere expert with their hands, made cloth,
and gave theworkof their hands, blue andpurple and redand thebest linen.
26And thosewomenwhohad the knowledge,made the goats' hair into cloth.
27 And the rulers gave the beryls and the cut jewels for the ephod and the
priest's bag; 28And the spice and the oil for the light, and the holy oil and the
sweet perfumes. 29 The children of Israel, every man and woman, from the
impulse of their hearts, gave their offerings freely to the Lord for the work
which theLordhadgivenMosesorders tohavedone. 30AndMoses said to the
children of Israel, See, the Lord hasmade selection of Bezalel, the son of Uri,
the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; 31And he hasmade him full of the spirit
of God, in all wisdom and knowledge and art of every sort; 32 As an expert
designer of beautiful things, working in gold and silver and brass; 33Trained
in the cutting of stones and the ornamenting of wood and in every sort of
handwork. 34Andhehas given to him, and toOholiab, the son of Ahisamach,
of the tribe of Dan, the power of training others. 35 To them he has given
knowledge of all the arts of the handworker, of the designer, and the expert
workman; of the maker of needlework in blue and purple and red and the
best linen, and of the maker of cloth; in all the arts of the designer and the
trained workman they are expert.

36
1 So let Bezalel and Oholiab get to work, with every wise-hearted man

to whom the Lord has given wisdom and knowledge, to do whatever is
necessary for the ordering of the holy place, as the Lord has given orders.
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2ThenMoses sent for Bezalel and Oholiab, and for all the wise-hearted men
to whom the Lord had givenwisdom, even everyonewhowasmoved by the
impulse of his heart to come and take part in thework: 3And they took from
Moses all the offeringswhich the childrenof Israel had given for thebuilding
of the holy place. And still they went on giving him more free offerings
every morning. 4 Then the wise men, who were doing all the work of the
holy place, came from their work; 5And said toMoses, The people are giving
muchmore than is needed for the work which the Lord has given us orders
to do. 6 So Moses made an order and had it given out through all the tents,
saying, Let no man or woman make any more offerings for the holy place.
So the people were kept from giving more. 7 For the material they had was
enough andmore than enough for all theworkwhich had to be done. 8Then
all the expert workmen among them made the House with its ten curtains;
of the best linen, blue and purple and red, they made them, with winged
ones worked by expert designers. 9 Every curtain was twenty-eight cubits
long and four cubitswide, all of the samemeasure. 10Andfive curtainswere
joined together, and the other five curtainswere joined together. 11And they
put twists of blue cord on the edge of the outside curtain of the first group,
and in the samewayon theoutside curtainof the secondgroup. 12Fifty twists
on the one curtain and fifty on the edge of the curtain of the other group; the
twists being opposite to one another. 13 And they made fifty hooks of gold,
joining the curtains one to another with the hooks; and so the House was
made. 14And they made curtains of goats' hair for the tent; eleven curtains
weremade. 15Everycurtainwas thirty cubits longand fourcubitswide, all of
the samemeasure. 16Five curtains were joined together tomake one group,
and six curtains were joined together to make the other group. 17And they
put fifty twists of cord on the edge of the outside curtain of the first group,
and fifty twists on the edge of the outside curtain of the second group, 18And
fifty hooks of brass for joining them together to make the tent. 19And they
made a cover of sheepskins coloured red, to go over the tent, and a cover
of leather over that. 20And for the uprights of the House they made boards
of hard wood. 21 The boards were ten cubits long and one cubit and a half
wide. 22Every board had two tongues fixed into it; all the boardsweremade
in this way. 23 They made twenty boards for the south side of the House:
24 And for these twenty boards, forty silver bases, two bases under every
board, to take its tongues. 25 And for the second side of the House, on the
north, they made twenty boards, 26With their forty silver bases, two bases
for every board. 27And for thewest side of theHouse, at the back, theymade
six boards, 28And two boards for the angles at the back. 29Thesewere joined
togetherat thebaseandat the top toone ring, so forming the twoangles. 30So
there were eight boards with sixteen bases of silver, two bases under every
board. 31And they made rods of hard wood; five for the boards on one side
of the House, 32And five for the boards on the other side of the House, and
five for the boards at the back, on the west. 33 The middle rod was made to
go right through the rings of all the boards from one end to the other. 34All
the boardswere platedwith gold, and the rings throughwhich the rodswent
were of gold, and the rods were plated with gold. 35And he made the veil of
the best linen, blue and purple and red, worked with winged ones designed
by expert workmen. 36And theymade four pillars for it of hardwood plated
with gold: they had hooks of gold and four silver bases. 37And they made a
curtain for the door of the tent, of the best linenwith needlework of blue and
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purple and red; 38Andfivepillars for the curtain,with their hooks; the heads
of the pillarswere of gold and theywere circledwith bands of gold; and their
five bases were of brass.

37
1AndBezalelmade the arkof hardwood, twoandahalf cubits long, a cubit

and ahalfwide anda cubit and ahalf high; 2Plating it inside andoutwith the
best gold, and putting an edge of gold all round it. 3And he made four gold
rings for its four angles, two on one side and two on the other, 4And rods of
the samewoodplatedwithgold. 5These rodsheput in the ringsat the sidesof
the ark, for lifting it. 6Andhemade the cover all of gold, two and ahalf cubits
long anda cubit andahalfwide. 7Andhemade twowingedones, hammered
out of one bit of gold, for the two ends of the cover; 8Placing one at one end
and one at the other; the winged ones were part of the cover. 9 And their
wings were stretched out over the cover; the faces of the winged ones were
opposite one another and facing the cover. 10And hemade the table of hard
wood, two cubits long, a cubit wide and a cubit and a half high; 11 Plating
it with the best gold and putting a gold edge all round it. 12And he made a
frame all round it about as wide as a man's hand, edged with gold all round.
13Andhemade four gold rings, and put the rings at the angles of its four feet.
14The ringswere fixed under the frame to take the rodswithwhich the table
was to be lifted. 15The rods for lifting the table hemade of hardwood plated
with gold. 16And all the table-vessels, the plates and spoons and basins and
the cups for liquids, he made of the best gold. 17 Then he made the support
for the lights, all of the best gold; its base and its pillar were of hammered
gold; its cups and buds andflowerswere allmade out of the samemetal: 18 It
had six branches coming out from its sides, three from one side and three
from theother; 19Everybranchhaving three cupsmade like almondflowers,
everycupwithabudandafloweronall thebranches; 20Andon itspillar, four
cups like almondflowers, every onewith its bud and its flower; 21Andunder
every two branches a bud, made with the branch, for all six branches of it.
22The buds and the branches weremade of the samemetal, all together one
completework of the best hammered gold. 23And hemade the seven vessels
for the lights, and all the necessary instruments for it, of gold. 24A talent of
the best goldwas used for themaking of it and its vessels. 25Andhemade the
altar for the burning of spices, using the same hard wood; it was square, a
cubit long and a cubit wide and two cubits high; the hornsmade of the same.
26The top and the sides and the hornswere all platedwith the best gold; and
he put an edge of gold all round it. 27 And he made two gold rings, placing
them on the two opposite sides under the edge, to take the rods for lifting it.
28 The rods he made of the same hard wood, plating them with gold. 29And
he made the holy oil and the perfume of sweet spices for burning, after the
art of the perfume-maker.

38
1 The altar of burned offerings he made of hard wood; a square altar, five

cubits long, five cubits wide and three cubits high, 2And he put horns at its
four angles made of the same, plating it all with brass; 3And brass was used
for all the vessels of the altar, the baskets and the spades, the basins and the
meat-hooks and the fire-trays; all the vessels hemade of brass 4Andhemade
anetworkofbrass for thealtar, under the frameround it, stretchinghalf-way
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up; 5And four rings for the four angles of this network, to take the rods. 6The
rods he made of hard wood plated with brass. 7He put the rods through the
rings at the opposite sides of the altar for lifting it; he made the altar hollow,
boarded inwithwood. 8And hemade thewashing-vessel of brass on a brass
base, using the polished brass looking-glasses given by the women who did
work at the doors of the Tent of meeting. 9 To make the open space, he put
hangings on the south side, of the best linen, a hundred cubits long: 10Their
twenty pillars and their twenty baseswere brass; and thehooks of the pillars
and their bandswere of silver. 11And for the north side. hangings a hundred
cubits long, on twenty brass pillars in brass bases, with silver hooks and
bands. 12 And on the west side, hangings fifty cubits long, on ten pillars in
ten bases, with silver bands. 13And on the east side, the open space was fifty
cubits long. 14 The hangings on one side of the doorway were fifteen cubits
long, on threepillarswith their threebases; 15And the sameon theother side
of thedoorway; on this sideandon that thehangingswerefifteencubits long,
on three pillars with their three bases. 16All the hangings were of the best
linen. 17And the bases of the pillarswere of brass; their hooks and the bands
round the tops of themwere of silver; all the pillars were ringed with silver.
18And the curtain for the doorway of the open space was of the best linen,
with designs of blue and purple and red in needlework; it was twenty cubits
long and five cubits high, to go with the hangings round the sides. 19 There
were four pillars with their bases, all of brass, the hooks being of silver, and
their tops and their bands being covered with silver. 20All the nails used for
theHouse and theopen space round itwereof brass. 21This is theprice of the
making of theHouse, even theHouse ofwitness, as itwas valuedby theword
of Moses, for the work of the Levites under the direction of Ithamar, the son
of Aaron the priest. 22 Bezalel, the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of
Judah, made everything as the Lord had given orders to Moses. 23And with
him was Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; a designer and
a trained workman, expert in needlework of blue and purple and red and
the best linen. 24 The gold used for all the different work done for the holy
place, thegoldwhichwasgiven,was twenty-nine talents, andsevenhundred
and thirty shekels in weight, by the scale of the holy place. 25And the silver
given by those who were numbered of the people was a hundred talents,
and a thousand, seven hundred and seventy-five shekels in weight, by the
scale of the holy place. 26A beka, that is, half a shekel by the holy scale, for
everyone who was numbered; there were six hundred and three thousand,
five hundred and fifty men of twenty years old and over. 27Of this silver, a
hundred talentswasused formaking thebases of thepillars of theholy place
andof the veil; a talent for everybase. 28Anda thousand, sevenhundredand
seventy-five shekels of silver was used tomake the hooks for the pillars, and
for plating the tops of the pillars and for making their bands. 29 The brass
which was given was seventy talents, two thousand four hundred shekels;
30 From it he made the bases of the doorway of the Tent of meeting and the
brass altar and the network for it and all the vessels for the altar, 31And the
bases for the open space all round and for its doorway, and all the nails for
the House and for the open space.

39
1And fromtheneedleworkofblueandpurple and red theymade the robes

used for the work of the holy place, and the holy robes for Aaron, as the
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Lord had given orders to Moses. 2 The ephod he made of gold and blue and
purple and red and the best linen; 3Hammering the gold into thin plates and
cutting it into wires to be worked into the blue and the purple and the red
and the linen by the designer. 4 And they made two bands for joining its
edges together at the top of the arms. 5 And the beautifully worked band
which went on it was of the same design and the same material, worked in
gold and blue and purple and red and twisted linen-work, as the Lord gave
orders to Moses. 6 Then they made the beryl stones, fixed in twisted frames
of gold and cut like the cutting of a stamp, with the names of the children
of Israel. 7 These he put on the ephod, over the arm-holes, to be stones of
memory for thechildrenof Israel, as theLordhadsaid toMoses. 8Thepriest's
bagwas designed like the ephod, of the best linenworkedwith gold and blue
and purple and red. 9 It was square and folded in two, as long and as wide
as the stretch of a man's hand; 10And on it they put four lines of stones: in
the first line was a carnelian, a chrysolite, and an emerald; 11 In the second,
a ruby, a sapphire, and an onyx; 12 In the third, a jacinth, an agate, and an
amethyst; 13 In the fourth, a topaz, a beryl, and a jasper; they were fixed in
twisted frames of gold. 14 There were twelve stones for the twelve tribes of
Israel; on every one the name of one of the tribes of Israel was cut, like the
cutting of a stamp. 15And on the bag they put gold chains, twisted like cords.
16And theymade two gold frames and two gold rings, the rings beingfixed to
the ends of the priest's bag; 17And they put the two twisted chains on the two
rings at the ends of the priest's bag; 18And the other two ends of the chains
were joined to the two frames and fixed to the front of the ephod over the
arm-holes. 19And theymade two rings of gold andput themon the two lower
ends of the bag, on the inner side nearest to the ephod. 20And two other gold
rings were put on the front of the ephod, over the arm-holes, at the join, and
over the worked band. 21And the rings on the bag were fixed to the rings of
the ephod by a blue cord, keeping it in place over the band, so that the bag
might not get loose, as theLord gave orders toMoses. 22The robewhichwent
with the ephod was made all of blue; 23With a hole at the top in the middle,
like thehole in thecoatofafighting-man, edgedwithaband tomake it strong.
24The skirts of the robewereworked all roundwith fruits in blue andpurple
and red made of twisted linen. 25And between the fruits all round the skirt
they put gold bells, as the Lord gave orders toMoses. 26All round the skirt of
the robewerebells and fruits in turn. 27Thecoats forAaronandhis sons they
madeof thebest linen; 28And the twistedhead-dress forAaron, andbeautiful
head-dresses of linen, and linen trousers, 29And a linen band worked with
a design of blue and purple and red, as the Lord had said to Moses. 30 The
plate for the holy crown was made of the best gold, and on it were cut these
words, HOLY TO THE LORD. 31 It was fixed to the head-dress by a blue cord,
as the Lord had given orders to Moses. 32 So all the work on the House of
the Tent of meeting was done; as the Lord had given orders to Moses, so the
children of Israel did it. 33 Then they took the House to Moses, the tent with
all the things for it; its hooks, its boards, its rods, its pillars, and its bases;
34 The outer cover of sheepskins coloured red, and the cover of leather, and
the veil for the doorway; 35 The ark of the law, with its rods and its cover;
36 The table, with all its vessels and the holy bread; 37 The support for the
lights, with the vessels for the lights to be put in their places on it, and all
its vessels, and the oil for the lights; 38 And the gold altar, and the holy oil,
and the sweet perfume for burning, and the curtain for the doorway of the
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tent; 39And the brass altar, with its network of brass, and its rods and all its
vessels, and the washing-vessel and its base; 40 The hangings for the open
space, with the pillars and their bases, and the curtain for the doorway, and
the cords and nails, and all the instruments necessary for the work of the
House of the Tent of meeting; 41 The robes for use in the holy place, and the
holy robes for Aaron and his sons when acting as priests. 42The children of
Israel did everything as the Lord had given orders to Moses. 43Then Moses,
when he saw all their work and saw that they had done everything as the
Lord had said, gave them his blessing.

40
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2On the first day of the firstmonth you are to

put up the House of the Tent of meeting. 3 And inside it put the ark of the
law, hanging the veil before it. 4 And put the table inside, placing all the
things on it in order; and put in the support for the lights, and let its lights
be burning. 5And put the gold altar for burning perfumes in front of the ark
of the law, hanging the curtain over the doorway of the House. 6 And put
the altar of burned offerings before the doorway of the House of the Tent of
meeting. 7And let the washing-vessel, with water in it, be put between the
Tent of meeting and the altar. 8 And put up the hangings forming the open
space all round it, with the curtain over its doorway. 9And take the holy oil
and put it on the House and everything in it, and make it and everything in
it holy: 10And put oil on the altar of burned offering, and make it and all its
vessels holy; this altar is to bemost holy. 11And put oil on thewashing-vessel
and its base, and make them holy. 12 Then let Aaron and his sons come to
the door of the Tent of meeting; and after washing them with water, 13 You
are to put on Aaron the holy robes; and you are to put oil on him, and make
him holy, so that he may be my priest. 14 And take his sons with him and
put coats on them; 15And put oil on them as you did on their father, so that
theymay bemy priests: the putting on of oil will make them priests for ever,
from generation to generation. 16And Moses did this; as the Lord gave him
orders, so he did. 17 So on the first day of the first month in the second year
theHousewasput up. 18Mosesput up theHouse; placing its bases inposition
and lifting up its uprights, putting in the rods andplanting the pillars in their
places; 19 Stretching the outer tent over it, and covering it, as the Lord had
givenhimorders. 20Andhe took the lawandput it inside the ark, andput the
rods at its side and the cover over it; 21And he took the ark into the House,
hanging up the veil before it as the Lord had given him orders. 22And he put
the table in the Tent of meeting, on the north side outside the veil. 23 And
he put the bread on it in order before the Lord, as the Lord had said. 24 The
support for the lights he put in the Tent ofmeeting, opposite the table, on the
south side: 25Lighting the lights before the Lord, as the Lord had given him
orders. 26Andhe put the gold altar in the Tent ofmeeting, in front of the veil:
27 Burning sweet perfumes on it, as the Lord had given him orders. 28 And
he put up the curtain at the doorway of the House. 29And at the door of the
House of the Tent of meeting, he put the altar of burned offerings, offering
on it the burned offering and the meal offering, as the Lord had given him
orders. 30 And between the altar and the Tent of meeting he put the vessel
with water in it for washing. 31 In it the hands and feet of Moses and Aaron
and his sons were washed, 32Whenever they went into the Tent of meeting,
and when they came near the altar, as the Lord had given orders to Moses.
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33And he put up the hangings forming the open space round the House and
the altar, and put the curtain over the doorway. So Moses made the work
complete. 34 Then the cloud came down covering the Tent of meeting, and
theHousewas full of the glory of the Lord; 35So thatMoseswas not able to go
into the Tent of meeting, because the cloud was resting on it, and the House
was full of the glory of the Lord. 36 And whenever the cloud was taken up
from the House, the children of Israel went forward on their journey: 37But
while the cloud was there, theymade nomove till it was taken up. 38For the
cloud of the Lordwas resting on theHouse by day, and at night therewas fire
in the cloud, before the eyes of all the people of Israel, and so it was through
all their journeys.
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The Third Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called
Leviticus

1And thevoiceof theLordcame toMosesout of theTentofmeeting, saying,
2Give these orders to the children of Israel: When anyone of you makes an
offering to the Lord, you are to take it from the cattle, from the herd or from
the flock. 3 If the offering is a burned offering of the herd, let him give amale
without a mark: he is to give it at the door of the Tent of meeting so that he
may be pleasing to the Lord. 4And he is to put his hand on the head of the
burned offering and it will be taken for him, to take away his sin. 5And the
ox is to be put to death before the Lord: then Aaron's sons, the priests, are
to take the blood and put some of it on and round the altar which is at the
door of the Tent of meeting. 6And the burned offering is to be skinned and
cut up into its parts. 7AndAaron's sons, the priests, are to put fire on the altar
and put the wood in order on the fire: 8And Aaron's sons, the priests, are to
put the parts, the head and the fat, in order on the wood which is on the fire
on the altar: 9 But its inside parts and its legs are to be washed with water,
and it will all be burned on the altar by the priest for a burned offering, an
offering made by fire, for a sweet smell to the Lord. 10And if his offering is
of the flock, a burned offering of sheep or goats, let him give a male without
a mark. 11 And he is to put it to death on the north side of the altar before
the Lord: and Aaron's sons, the priests, are to put some of the blood on and
round the altar. 12 And the offering is to be cut into its parts, with its head
and its fat; and the priest is to put them in order on thewoodwhich is on the
fire on the altar: 13 But the inside parts and the legs are to be washed with
water; and the priest will make an offering of all of it, burning it on the altar:
it is a burned offering, an offeringmade byfire, for a sweet smell to the Lord.
14 And if his offering to the Lord is a burned offering of birds, then he is to
make his offering of doves or of young pigeons. 15 And the priest is to take
it to the altar, and after its head has been twisted off, it is to be burned on
the altar, and its blood drained out on the side of the altar: 16 And he is to
take away its stomach, with its feathers, and put it down by the east side of
the altar, where the burned waste is put: 17And let it be broken open at the
wings, but not cut in two; and let it be burned on the altar by the priest on the
woodwhich is on the fire; it is a burned offering; an offeringmade byfire for
a sweet smell to the Lord.

2
1And when anyone makes a meal offering to the Lord, let his offering be

of the best meal, with oil on it and perfume: 2And let him take it to Aaron's
sons, the priests; and having taken in his hand some of the meal and of the
oil, with all the perfume, let him give it to the priest to be burned on the altar,
as a sign, an offering made by fire, for a sweet smell to the Lord. 3And the
rest of themeal offeringwill be for Aaron and his sons; it ismost holy among
the Lord's fire offerings. 4And when you give a meal offering cooked in the
oven, let it be of unleavened cakes of the best meal mixed with oil, or thin
unleavened cakes covered with oil. 5And if you give a meal offering cooked
on a flat plate, let it be of the best meal, unleavened andmixedwith oil. 6Let
it be broken into bits, and put oil on it; it is a meal offering. 7 And if your
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offering is of meal cooked in fat over the fire, let it be made of the best meal
mixed with oil. 8And you are to give the meal offering made of these things
to the Lord, and let the priest take it to the altar. 9And he is to take from the
meal offering a part, for a sign, burning it on the altar; an offering made by
fire for a sweet smell to the Lord. 10And the rest of the meal offering will be
for Aaron and his sons; it is most holy among the Lord's fire offerings. 11No
meal offeringwhichyougive to theLord is tobemadewith leaven; no leaven
or honey is to be burned as an offering made by fire to the Lord. 12You may
give them as an offering of first-fruits to the Lord, but they are not to go up
as a sweet smell on the altar. 13And every meal offering is to be salted with
salt; yourmeal offering is not to bewithout the salt of the agreement of your
God: with all your offerings give salt. 14 And if you give a meal offering of
first-fruits to the Lord, give, as your offering of first-fruits, new grain, made
drywithfire, crushednewgrain. 15Andput oil on it andperfume: it is ameal
offering. 16And part of themeal of the offering and part of the oil and all the
perfume is to be burned for a sign by the priest: it is an offeringmade by fire
to the Lord.

3
1 And if his offering is given for a peace-offering; if he gives of the herd,

male or female, let him give it without anymark on it, before the Lord. 2And
he is to put his hand on the head of his offering and put it to death at the door
of the Tent of meeting; and Aaron's sons, the priests, are to put some of the
blood on and round the altar. 3And he is to give of the peace-offering, as an
offeringmade by fire to the Lord; the fat covering the inside parts and all the
fat on the inside parts, 4And the two kidneys, and the fat on them, which is
by the top part of the legs, and the fat joining the liver and the kidneys, he
is to take away; 5 That it may be burned by Aaron's sons on the altar, on the
burned offering which is on the wood on the fire: it is an offering made by
fire of a sweet smell to the Lord. 6And ifwhat he gives for a peace-offering to
the Lord is of the flock, let him give a male or female, without any mark on
it. 7 If his offering is a lamb, then let it be placed before the Lord: 8And he is
to put his hand on the head of his offering and put it to death before the Tent
of meeting; and Aaron's sons are to put some of its blood on and round the
altar. 9And of the peace-offering, let him give an offeringmade by fire to the
Lord; the fat of it, all the fat tail, he is to take away near the backbone; and
the fat covering the inside parts and all the fat on the inside parts, 10And the
two kidneys, with the fat on them, which is by the top part of the legs, and
the fat joining the liver and the kidneys, he is to take away; 11That it may be
burned by the priest on the altar; it is the food of the offeringmade by fire to
the Lord. 12And if his offering is a goat, then let it be placed before the Lord,
13And let himputhis handon theheadof it andput it to deathbefore theTent
of meeting; and the sons of Aaron are to put some of its blood on and round
the altar. 14 And of it let him make his offering, an offering made by fire to
the Lord; the fat covering the inside parts and all the fat on the inside parts,
15And the two kidneys, with the fat on them, which is by the top part of the
legs, and the fat joining the liver and the kidneys, let him take away; 16That
it may be burned by the priest on the altar; it is the food of the offeringmade
by fire for a sweet smell: all the fat is the Lord's. 17Let it be an order for ever,
through all your generations, in all your houses, that you are not to take fat
or blood for food.
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4
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel: These are the

offerings of anyone who does wrong through error, doing any of the things
which by the Lord's order are not to be done: 3 If the chief priest by doing
wrong becomes a cause of sin to the people, then let him give to the Lord for
the sin which he has done, an ox, without anymark, for a sin-offering. 4And
he is to take the ox to the door of the Tent ofmeeting before the Lord; and put
his hand on its head andput it to death before the Lord. 5And the chief priest
is to take some of its blood and take it to the Tent of meeting; 6And the priest
is to put his finger in the blood, shaking drops of it before the Lord seven
times, in front of the veil of the holy place. 7And the priest is to put some of
the blood on the horns of the altar on which perfume is burned before the
Lord in the Tent of meeting, draining out all the rest of the blood of the ox
at the base of the altar of burned offering which is at the door of the Tent of
meeting. 8And he is to take away all the fat of the ox of the sin-offering; the
fat covering the inside parts and all the fat of the inside parts, 9And the two
kidneys, with the fat on them, which is by the top part of the legs, and the
fat joining the liver and the kidneys, he is to take away, 10As it is taken from
the ox of the peace-offering; and it is to be burned by the priest on the altar
of burned offerings. 11And the skin of the ox and all its flesh, with its head
and its legs and its inside parts and its waste, 12All the ox, he is to take away
outside the circle of the tents into a clean place where the burned waste is
put, and there it is to be burned on wood with fire. 13And if all the people of
Israel do wrong, without anyone's knowledge; if they have done any of the
things which by the Lord's order are not to be done, causing sin to come on
them; 14When the sin which they have done comes to light, then let all the
people give an ox for a sin-offering, and take it before the Tent of meeting.
15And let the chiefs of the people put their hands on its head before the Lord,
and put the ox to death before the Lord. 16And the priest is to take someof its
blood to the Tent ofmeeting; 17Andput his finger in the blood, shaking drops
of the blood seven times before the Lord in front of the veil. 18And he is to
put someof the bloodon thehorns of the altarwhich is before theLord in the
Tent of meeting; and all the rest of the blood is to be drained out at the base
of the altar of burned offering at the door of the Tent of meeting. 19And he
is to take off all its fat, burning it on the altar. 20Let him do with the ox as he
didwith the ox of the sin-offering; and the priest will take away their sin and
theywill have forgiveness. 21Then let the ox be taken away outside the tent-
circle, that it may be burned as the other oxwas burned; it is the sin-offering
for all the people. 22 If a ruler doeswrong, and in error does any of the things
which, by the order of the Lord his God, are not to be done, causing sin to
come on him; 23When the sin which he has done is made clear to him, let
him give for his offering a goat, a male without anymark. 24And he is to put
his hand on the head of the goat and put it to death in the place where they
put to death the burned offering before the Lord: it is a sin-offering. 25And
the priest is to take some of the blood of the offering with his finger and put
it on the horns of the altar of burned offering, draining out the rest of the
blood at the base of the altar of burned offering. 26And all the fat of it is to be
burned on the altar like the fat of the peace-offering; and the priest will take
away his sin and he will have forgiveness. 27And if any one of the common
people doeswrong in error, doing any of the thingswhich the Lord has given
orders are not to be done, causing sin to come on him; 28When the sinwhich
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he has done is made clear to him, then he is to give for his offering a goat, a
female without any mark, for the sin which he has done. 29And he is to put
his hand on the head of the sin-offering andput it to death in the placewhere
they put to death the burned offering. 30And the priest is to take some of the
blood with his finger, and put it on the horns of the altar of burned offering,
and all the rest of its blood is to be drained out at the base of the altar. 31And
let all its fat be taken away, as the fat is taken away from the peace-offerings,
and let it be burned on the altar by the priest for a sweet smell to the Lord;
and the priest will take away his sin and he will have forgiveness. 32And if
he gives a lambas his sin-offering, let it be a femalewithout anymark; 33And
he is to put his hand on the head of the offering and put it to death for a sin-
offering in the place where they put to death the burned offering. 34And the
priest is to take some of the blood of the offeringwith his finger and put it on
the horns of the altar of burned offering, and all the rest of the blood is to be
drained out at the base of the altar; 35And let him take away all its fat, as the
fat is taken away from the lamb of the peace-offerings; and let it be burned
by the priest on the altar among the offerings made by fire to the Lord: and
the priest will take away his sin and he will have forgiveness.

5
1And if anyone does wrong by saying nothing when he is put under oath

as a witness of something he has seen or had knowledge of, then he will be
responsible: 2 If anyone becomes unclean through touching unconsciously
some unclean thing, such as the dead body of an unclean beast or of unclean
cattle or of any unclean animal which goes flat on the earth, he will be
responsible: 3Or if hebecomesunclean through touchingunconsciously any
unclean thing of man, whatever it may be, when it is made clear to him he
will be responsible: 4Or if anyone, without thought, takes an oath to do evil
or to do good, whatever he says without thought, with an oath, having no
knowledge of what he is doing; when it becomes clear to him, he will be
responsible for any of these things. 5 And whoever is responsible for any
such sin, let him make a statement openly of his wrongdoing; 6And take to
the Lord the offering for the wrong which he has done, a female from the
flock, a lamb or a goat, for a sin-offering, and the priest will take away his
sin. 7And if he has not money enough for a lamb, then let him give, for his
offering to the Lord, two doves or two young pigeons; one for a sin-offering
and one for a burned offering. 8And let him take them to the priest, whowill
first give the sin-offering, twisting off its head from its neck, but not cutting it
in two; 9And he is to put drops of the blood of the offering on the side of the
altar, and the rest of the blood is to be drained out at the base of the altar; it is
a sin-offering. 10And the second is for a burned offering, in agreement with
the law; and the priest will take away his sin and he will have forgiveness.
11But if he has not enoughmoney for two doves or two young pigeons, then
let him give, for the sin he has done, the tenth part of an ephah of the best
meal, for a sin-offering; let him put no oil on it, and no perfume, for it is a
sin-offering. 12And let him come to the priest with it, and the priest will take
someof it in his hand, to beburnedon the altar as a sign, among the offerings
of the Lord made by fire: it is a sin-offering. 13And the priest will take away
his sin and he will have forgiveness: and the rest of the offering will be the
priest's, in the sameway as themeal offering. 14And the Lord said to Moses,
15 If anyone is untrue, sinning in error in connection with the holy things of
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the Lord, let him take his offering to the Lord, a male sheep from the flock,
without anymark, of the value fixed by you in silver by shekels, by the scale
of the holy place. 16And he is to make payment to the priest for what he has
donewrong in relation to the holy thing, togetherwith afifth part of its value
in addition; and the priest will take away his sin by the sheep of his offering,
and he will have forgiveness. 17And if anyone does wrong, and does any of
the thingswhich the Lord has given orders are not to be done, though he has
no knowledge of it, still he is in the wrong and he is responsible. 18 Let him
come to the priest with a sheep, a male without anymark out of the flock, of
the value fixed by you, as an offering for his error; and the priest will take
away the sin which he did in error, and he will have forgiveness. 19 It is an
offering for his error: he is certainly responsible before the Lord.

6
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 If anyone does wrong, and is untrue to the

Lord, acting falsely to his neighbour in connectionwith something put in his
care, or something given for a debt, or has taken away anything by force, or
has been cruel to his neighbour, 3Or has taken a false oath about the loss of
something which he has come across by chance; if a man has done any of
these evil things, 4Causing sin to come on him, then hewill have to give back
the thing he took by force or got by cruel acts, or the goods which were put
in his care or the thing he came on by chance, 5Or anything about which he
took a false oath; hewill have to give it all back, with the addition of a fifth of
its value, to him whose property it is, when he has been judged to be in the
wrong. 6Then let him take to theLord theoffering forhiswrongdoing; giving
to the priest for his offering, a male sheep from the flock, without anymark,
of the value fixed by you: 7And the priest will take away his sin from before
the Lord, and hewill have forgiveness forwhatever crime he has done 8And
the Lord said to Moses, 9Give orders to Aaron and to his sons, saying, This is
the law for the burned offering: the offering is to be on the fire-wood on the
altar all night till the morning; and the fire of the altar is to be kept burning.
10And the priest is to put on his linen robes and his linen trousers, and take
up what is over of the offering after it has been burned on the altar, and put
it by the side of the altar. 11 Then having taken off his linen robes and put
on other clothing, he is to take it away into a clean place, outside the tent-
circle. 12The fire on the altar is to be kept burning; it is never to go out; every
morning the priest is to put wood on it, placing the burned offering in order
on it, and there the fat of the peace-offering is to be burned. 13 Let the fire
be kept burning on the altar at all times; it is never to go out. 14And this is
the law for the meal offering: it is to be offered to the Lord before the altar
by the sons of Aaron. 15 The priest is to take in his hand some of the meal
of the meal offering and of the oil of it, and all the perfume on it, burning
it on the altar as a sign, for a sweet smell to the Lord. 16 And whatever is
over Aaron and his sons may have for their food, taking it without leaven in
a holy place; in the open space of the Tent of meeting they may take a meal
of it. 17 It is not to be cookedwith leaven. I have given it to them as their part
of the offerings made by fire to me; it is most holy, as are the sin-offerings
and the offerings for error. 18Every male among the children of Aaron may
have it for food; it is their right for ever through all your generations, from
the offerings made by fire to the Lord: anyone touching them will be holy.
19 And the Lord said to Moses, 20 This is the offering which Aaron and his



Leviticus 6:21 103 Leviticus 7:18

sons are to make to the Lord on the day when he is made a priest: the tenth
part of an ephah of the best meal for ameal offering for ever; half of it in the
morning and half in the evening. 21 Let it be made with oil on a flat plate;
when it is well mixed and cooked, let it be broken and taken in as a meal
offering, for a sweet smell to the Lord. 22And the same offering is to be given
by that one of his sons who takes his place as priest; by an order for ever,
all of it is to be burned before the Lord. 23 Every meal offering offered for
the priest is to be completely burned: nothing of it is to be taken for food.
24And the Lord said toMoses, 25Say to Aaron and his sons, This is the law for
the sin-offering: the sin-offering is to be put to death before the Lord in the
same place as the burned offering; it is most holy. 26The priest by whom it is
offered for sin, is to take it for his food in aholy place, in the open space of the
Tent of meeting. 27Anyone touching the flesh of it will be holy: and if any of
the blood is dropped on any clothing, the thing on which the blood has been
dropped is to be washed in a holy place. 28 But the vessel of earth in which
the flesh was cooked is to be broken; or if a brass vessel was used, it is to be
rubbed clean and washed out with water. 29 Every male among the priests
may take it for his food: it is most holy. 30No sin-offering, the blood of which
is taken into the Tent of meeting, to take away sin in the holy place, may be
used for food: it is to be burned with fire.

7
1And this is the law of the offering for wrongdoing: it is most holy. 2They

are to put to death the offering for wrongdoing in the same place as the
burned offering; and the priest is to put the blood on and round the altar.
3And all the fat of it, the fat tail and the fat covering the inside parts, is to be
given as an offering. 4And the two kidneys, and the fat on them, which is by
the top of the legs, and the fat joining the liver and the kidneys, he is to take
away: 5They are to be burned by the priest on the altar for an offeringmade
by fire to the Lord: it is an offering for wrongdoing. 6Every male among the
priests may have it as food in a holy place: it is most holy. 7 As is the sin-
offering, so is the offering for wrongdoing; there is one law for them: the
priest who makes the offering to take away sin, he is to have it. 8 And the
priest offering any man's burned offering for him, may have the skin of the
burned offering which is offered by him. 9And everymeal offering which is
cooked in the oven and everythingmade in a cooking pot or on a flat plate, is
for the priest by whom it is offered. 10And every meal offering, mixed with
oil or dry, is for all the sons of Aaron in equal measure. 11And this is the law
for the peace-offerings offered to the Lord. 12 If any man gives his offering
as a praise-offering, then let him give with the offering, unleavened cakes
mixed with oil and thin unleavened cakes covered with oil and cakes of the
best meal well mixed with oil. 13With his peace-offering let him give cakes
of leavened bread, as a praise-offering. 14And let him give one out of every
offering to be lifted up before the Lord; that it may be for the priest who puts
the blood of the peace-offering on the altar. 15 And the flesh of the praise-
offering is to be taken as food on the day when it is offered; no part of it may
be kept till the morning. 16But if his offering is made because of an oath or
given freely, it may be taken as food on the day when it is offered; and the
rest may be used up on the day after: 17But if any of the flesh of the offering
is still unused on the third day, it is to be burned with fire. 18And if any of
the flesh of the peace-offering is taken as food on the third day, it will not be
pleasing to God and will not be put to the account of himwho gives it; it will



Leviticus 7:19 104 Leviticus 8:10

beuncleanandacauseof sin tohimwho takes it as food. 19Andflesh touched
by any unclean thing may not be taken for food: it is to be burned with fire;
and as for the flesh of the peace-offerings, everyonewho is cleanmay take it
as food: 20But hewho is uncleanwhenhe takes as food theflesh of the peace-
offerings, which are the Lord's, will be cut off fromhis people. 21Andanyone
who, after touching any unclean thing of man or an unclean beast or any
unclean and disgusting thing, takes as food the flesh of the peace-offerings,
which are the Lord's, will be cut off from his people. 22 And the Lord said
to Moses, 23 Say to the children of Israel: You are not to take any fat, of ox
or sheep or goat, for food. 24 And the fat of that which comes to a natural
death, and the fat of that which is attacked by beasts, may be used for other
purposes, but not in any way for food. 25 For anyone who takes as food the
fat of any beast ofwhichmenmake an offering by fire to the Lord, will be cut
off from his people. 26And you are not to take for food any blood, of bird or
of beast, in any of your houses. 27Whoever takes any blood for food will be
cut off fromhis people. 28And theLord said toMoses, 29Say to the children of
Israel: Hewhomakes apeace-offering to theLord, is to give anoffering to the
Lord out of his peace-offering: 30Hehimself is to take to the Lord the offering
madebyfire, even the fatwith thebreast, so that thebreastmaybewaved for
a wave offering before the Lord. 31And the fat is to be burned by the priest
on the altar, but the breast is for Aaron and his sons. 32And the right leg you
are to give to the priest for an offering to be lifted up out of what is given for
your peace-offerings. 33 That man, among the sons of Aaron, by whom the
blood of the peace-offering and the fat are offered, is to have the right leg for
his part. 34For the breast which is waved and the right leg which is lifted up
on high I have taken from the children of Israel, from their peace-offerings,
and have given them to Aaron the priest and to his sons as their right for
ever from the children of Israel. 35 This is the holy part given to Aaron and
to his sons, out of the offerings made to the Lord by fire, on the day when
they weremade priests before the Lord; 36Which the Lord said the children
of Israel were to give them, on the day when he made them his priests. It
is their right for ever from generation to generation. 37 These are the laws
for the burned offering, the meal offering, and the offering for wrongdoing;
and for themaking of priests, and for the giving of peace-offerings; 38As they
were given by the Lord to Moses on Mount Sinai, on the day when the Lord
gave orders to the children of Israel to make their offerings to the Lord, in
the waste land of Sinai.

8
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2Take Aaron, and his sons with him, and the

robes and the holy oil and the ox of the sin-offering and the two male sheep
and the basket of unleavened bread; 3And let all the people come together
at the door of the Tent of meeting. 4And Moses did as the Lord said, and all
the people came together at the door of the Tent of meeting. 5 And Moses
said to the people, This is what the Lord has given orders to be done. 6Then
Moses took Aaron and his sons; and after washing themwith water, 7He put
the coat on him, making it tight with its band, and then the robe, and over it
the ephod, with its band of needlework to keep it in place. 8And he put the
priest's bag on him, and in the bag he put the Urim and Thummim. 9 And
on his head he put the head-dress, and in front of the head-dress the plate of
gold, the holy crown, as the Lord gave orders to Moses. 10 And Moses took
the holy oil and put it on the House and on all the things in it, to make them
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holy. 11 Seven times he put oil on the altar and on all its vessels, and on the
washing-basin and its base, to make them holy. 12And some of the oil he put
on Aaron's head, to make him holy. 13 Then he took Aaron's sons, clothing
themwith thecoats, andputting thebands round them, and thehead-dresses
on their heads, as the Lord had given himorders. 14Andhe took the ox of the
sin-offering: and Aaron and his sons put their hands on the head of the ox,
15And he put it to death; and Moses took the blood and put it on the horns
of the altar and round it with his finger, and made the altar clean, draining
out the blood at the base of the altar; so he made it holy, taking away what
was unclean. 16And he took all the fat on the inside parts, and the fat on the
liver, and the two kidneys with their fat, to be burned on the altar; 17But the
ox, with its skin and its flesh and its waste, was burned with fire outside the
tent-circle, as the Lord gave orders toMoses. 18And he put themale sheep of
the burned offering before the Lord, and Aaron and his sons put their hands
on its head, 19Andhe put it to death; andMoses put some of the blood on and
round the altar. 20Andwhen the sheep had been cut into parts, the head and
the parts and the fat were burned by Moses. 21And the inside parts and the
legs were washed with water and all the sheep was burned byMoses on the
altar; it was a burned offering for a sweet smell: it was an offering made by
fire to the Lord, as the Lord gave orders to Moses. 22 And he put the other
sheep before the Lord, the sheep with which they were made priests; and
Aaron and his sons put their hands on the head of the sheep, 23And he put it
to death; andMoses took some of the blood and put it on the point of Aaron's
right ear and on the thumb of his right hand and on the great toe of his right
foot. 24 Then he took Aaron's sons, and Moses put some of the blood on the
point of their right ears and on the thumbs of their right hands and on the
great toes of their right feet: andMoses put the blood on and round the altar.
25And he took the fat, and the fat tail, and the fat on the inside parts, and the
fat on the liver, and the two kidneys with their fat, and the right leg; 26And
out of thebasket of unleavenedbreadwhichwasbefore theLordhe tookone
unleavened cake, and one cake of breadwith oil on it, and one thin cake, and
put themon the fat andon the right leg: 27Andheput themall on thehandsof
Aaron and on the hands of his sons, waving them for a wave offering before
the Lord. 28And Moses took them from their hands, and they were burned
on the altar on the burned offering, as a priest's offering for a sweet smell,
an offering made by fire to the Lord. 29And Moses took the breast, waving
it for a wave offering before the Lord; it was Moses' part of the sheep of the
priest's offering, as the Lord gave orders toMoses. 30AndMoses took someof
the holy oil and of the blood which was on the altar and put it on Aaron and
on his robes, and on his sons and on his sons' robes; and made Aaron holy,
and his robes and his sons and his sons' robes with him. 31And Moses said
to Aaron and to his sons, The flesh is to be cooked in water at the door of the
Tent of meeting, and there you are to take it as food, together with the bread
in the basket, as I have given orders, saying, It is the food of Aaron and his
sons. 32And that which is over of the flesh and of the bread is to be burned
withfire. 33Andyouarenot to go out from thedoor of the Tent ofmeeting for
seven days, till the days for making you priest are ended; for this will be the
work of seven days. 34What has been done this day, has been ordered by the
Lord to take away your sin. 35And you are to keep watch for the Lord at the
door of the Tent of meeting day and night for seven days, so that death may
not come to you: for so he has given me orders. 36And Aaron and his sons
did all the things about which the Lord had given orders throughMoses.
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9
1 And on the eighth day Moses sent for Aaron and his sons and the

responsible men of Israel; 2And he said to Aaron, Take a young ox for a sin-
offering and a male sheep for a burned offering, without a mark, and make
an offering of them before the Lord. 3And say to the children of Israel: Take
a he-goat for a sin-offering, and a young ox and a lamb, in their first year,
without any mark on them, for a burned offering; 4 And an ox and a male
sheep for peace-offerings, to be put to death before the Lord; and a meal
offering mixed with oil: for this day you are to see the Lord. 5And they took
the things ordered by Moses, before the Tent of meeting, and all the people
came near, waiting before the Lord. 6And Moses said, This is what the Lord
has said you are to do; and you will see the glory of the Lord. 7 And Moses
said to Aaron, Come near to the altar and make your sin-offering and your
burned offering to take away your sin and the sin of the people, and make
the people's offering to take away their sin; as the Lord has given orders. 8So
Aaron came near to the altar and put to death the ox for the sin-offering for
himself; 9 And the sons of Aaron gave him the blood and he put his finger
in the blood and put it on the horns of the altar, draining out the blood at
the base of the altar; 10But the fat and the kidneys and the fat on the liver of
the sin-offering were burned by him on the altar as the Lord gave orders to
Moses. 11And the flesh and the skin were burned with fire outside the tent-
circle; 12And he put to death the burned offering; and Aaron's sons gave him
the blood and he put some of it on and round the altar; 13And they gave him
the parts of the burned offering, in their order, and the head, to be burned
on the altar. 14And the inside parts and the legs, when they had beenwashed
withwater, were burned on the burned offering on the altar. 15And hemade
an offering for the people and took the goat of the sin-offering for the people
and put it to death, offering it for sin, in the same way as the first. 16 And
he took the burned offering, offering it in the ordered way; 17 And he put
the meal offering before the Lord, and taking some of it in his hand he had
it burned on the altar, separately from the burned offering of the morning.
18And he put to death the ox and the sheep, which were the peace-offerings
for the people; and Aaron's sons gave him the blood and he put some of it on
and round the altar; 19And as for the fat of the ox and the fat tail of the sheep
and the fat covering the inside parts and the kidneys and the fat on the liver;
20They put the fat on the breasts, and the fat was burned on the altar. 21And
Aaron took the breasts and the right leg, waving them for a wave offering
before the Lord, as Moses gave orders. 22And Aaron, lifting up his hands to
the people, gave them a blessing; and he came down from offering the sin-
offering, and the burned offering, and the peace-offerings. 23AndMoses and
Aaron went into the Tent of meeting, and came out and gave the people a
blessing, and the glory of the Lord was seen by all the people. 24 And fire
came out from before the Lord, burning up the offering on the altar and the
fat: andwhenall thepeople saw it, they gave a loud cry, falling downon their
faces.

10
1And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took their vessels and put fire

in themandperfume, burning strangefirebefore theLord,whichhehadnot
given them orders to do. 2And fire came out from before the Lord, burning
them up and causing their destruction before the Lord. 3ThenMoses said to
Aaron, This is what the Lord said, I will be holy in the eyes of all those who
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come near to me, and I will be honoured before all the people. And Aaron
said nothing. 4AndMoses sent for Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel,
the brother of Aaron's father, and said to them, Come near and take your
brothers away from before the holy place, outside the tent-circle. 5 So they
came and took them, in their coats, outside the tent-circle, asMoses had said.
6 And Moses said to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar, his sons, Do not let
your hair be loose, and give no signs of grief; so that deathmay not overtake
you, and his wrath come on all the people; but let there be weeping among
your brothers and all the house of Israel for this burning of the Lord's fire.
7And do not go out from the door of the Tent of meeting, or death will come
to you; for the holy oil of the Lord is on you. And they did as Moses said.
8 And the Lord said to Aaron: 9 Take no wine, or strong drink, you or your
sons with you, when you go into the Tent of meeting, that it may not be the
cause of death to you; this is an order for ever through all your generations.
10Andmake a division between the holy and the common, and between the
unclean and the clean; 11 Teaching the children of Israel all the laws which
the Lord has given them by the hand of Moses. 12And Moses said to Aaron
and to Eleazar and Ithamar, his sons who were still living, Take the rest of
the meal offering from the offerings of the Lordmade by fire, and take it for
your food, without leaven, at the side of the altar, for it is most holy. 13 It is to
be for your food in a holy place, because it is your right and your sons' right,
from the offerings of the Lord made by fire: for so am I ordered. 14And the
breast which is waved and the leg which is lifted up on high, you are to take
as your food in a clean place; you and your sons and your daughters with
you: for they are given to you as your right and your sons' right, from the
peace-offerings of the children of Israel. 15 Let them take the breast which
is waved and the leg which is lifted up on high, with the fat of the burned
offering, to be waved for a wave offering before the Lord; and this will be
for you and for your sonswith you, for a right for ever, as the Lord has given
orders. 16And Moses was looking for the goat of the sin-offering, but it was
burned; and hewas angrywith Eleazar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron, who
were still living, saying, 17Why did you not make a meal of the sin-offering
in the holy place? For it ismost holy and he has given it to you, so that the sin
of the people may be put on it, to take away their sin before the Lord. 18 See,
its blood was not taken into the holy place: certainly it was right for you to
have taken it as food in the holy place, as I gave orders. 19And Aaron said to
Moses, You have seen that today they havemade their sin-offering and their
burned offering before the Lord, and such things as these have come onme.
If I had taken the sin-offering as food today, would it have been pleasing to
the Lord? 20And after hearing this, Moses was no longer angry.

11
1 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 2 Say to the children of Israel:

These are the living thingswhich youmayhave for food among all the beasts
on the earth. 3 You may have as food any beast which has a division in the
horn of its foot, and whose food comes back into its mouth to be crushed
again. 4 But, at the same time, of those beasts, you may not take for food
the camel, because its food comes back but the horn of its foot is not parted
in two; it is unclean to you. 5 And the rock-badger, for the same reason, is
unclean to you. 6 And the hare, because the horn of its foot is not parted
in two, is unclean to you. 7 And the pig is unclean to you, because though



Leviticus 11:8 108 Leviticus 11:40

the horn of its foot is parted, its food does not come back. 8 Their flesh may
not be used for food, and their dead bodies may not even be touched; they
are unclean to you. 9 These you may have for food of all things living in the
water: anything living in the water, in the seas or rivers, which has special
parts for swimming and skin formed of thin plates, may be used for food.
10All other things living and moving in the water, in the sea or in the rivers,
are a disgusting thing to you; 11 They may not be used for food, and their
dead bodies are disgusting to you. 12 Anything in the water which has no
special parts for swimming andno thin plates on its skin is disgusting to you.
13And among birds these are to be disgusting to you, and not to be used for
food: the eagle and the gier-eagle and the ospray; 14 And the kite and the
falcon, and birds of that sort; 15 Every raven, and birds of that sort; 16 And
the ostrich and the night-hawk and the sea-hawk, and birds of that sort;
17And the little owl and the cormorant and the great owl; 18And the water-
hen and the pelican and the vulture; 19 The stork and the heron, and birds
of that sort, and the hoopoe and the bat. 20 Every winged four-footed thing
which goes on the earth is disgusting to you; 21But of thewinged four-footed
things, thosewhichhave long legs for jumping on the earth youmayhave for
food; 22 Such as all the different sorts of locust. 23But all other winged four-
footed things which go on the earth are disgusting to you. 24 By these you
will bemade unclean; anyone touching their dead bodieswill be unclean till
evening: 25Whoever takes away the dead body of one of them is to have his
clothingwashed, andwill be unclean till evening. 26Every beast, in the horn
ofwhose foot there is not a complete division, andwhose fooddoes not come
back, is unclean to you: anyone touching one of thesewill be unclean. 27Any
four-footed beastwhich goes on the ball of its foot, is unclean to you: anyone
touching thedeadbodyof oneof thesewill beunclean till evening. 28Anyone
who takes away the dead body of one of these is to have his clothing washed
and be unclean till evening. 29 And these are unclean to you among things
which go low down on the earth; the weasel and the mouse and the great
lizard, and animals of that sort; 30And the ferret and the land crocodile and
the lizard and the sand-lizard and the chameleon. 31All these are unclean to
you: anyone touching themwhen they are deadwill be unclean till evening.
32 The dead body of any of these, falling on anything, will make that thing
unclean; if it is any vessel of wood, or clothing, or skin, or bag, whatever it
is, if it is used for any purpose, it will have to be put into water, and will be
unclean till evening; after that it will be clean. 33And if one of them gets into
any vessel of earth, whatever is in the vessel will be unclean and the vessel
will have to be broken. 34Any food in it, and anything onwhichwater from it
comes, will be unclean: any drink taken from such a vessel will be unclean.
35Any part of the dead body of one of these, falling on anything, will make it
unclean; if it is an oven or a cooking-pot it will have to be broken: they are
unclean and will be unclean to you. 36 But at the same time a fountain or a
place where water is stored for use will be clean; but anyone touching their
dead bodies will be unclean. 37 If any part of the dead body of one of these
gets on to any seed for planting, it is clean; 38But if water is put on the seed,
and any part of the dead body gets on to it, it will be unclean to you. 39And
if any beast which may be used for food comes to a natural death, anyone
touching its dead bodywill be unclean till evening. 40Andhewhomakes use
of any part of its body for food is to have his clothingwashed and be unclean
till evening; and anyone taking away its body is to have his clothing washed
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and be unclean till evening. 41Everything which goes flat on its body on the
earth is disgusting, and is not to be used for food. 42Whatever goes on its
stomach or on four feet or has a great number of feet, even all those going
flat on the earth, may not be used for food, for they are disgusting. 43You are
not to make yourselves disgusting with anything which goes about flat on
the earth; you may not make yourselves unclean with them, in such a way
that you are not holy to me. 44 For I am the Lord your God: for this reason,
makeandkeepyourselvesholy, for I amholy; youarenot tomakeyourselves
uncleanwith any sort of thingwhich goes about flat on the earth. 45For I am
theLord,who tookyououtof the landofEgypt, tobeyourGod; sobeyouholy,
for I am holy. 46This is the law about beasts and birds and every living thing
moving in the waters, and every living thing which goes flat on the earth:
47Marking out the unclean from the clean, and the living thing which may
be used for food from that whichmay not.

12
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel, If a woman is

with child and gives birth to amale child, shewill be unclean for seven days,
aswhen she is unwell. 3Andon the eighth day let himbe given circumcision.
4 And she will be unclean for thirty-three days till the flow of her blood is
stopped; no holy thing may be touched by her, and she may not come into
the holy place, till the days formaking her clean are ended. 5But if she gives
birth to a female child, then she will be unclean for two weeks, as when she
is unwell; and shewill not be completely clean for sixty-six days. 6Andwhen
the days are ended for making her clean for a son or a daughter, let her take
to the priest at the door of the Tent of meeting, a lamb of the first year for a
burned offering and a young pigeon or a dove for a sin-offering: 7 And the
priest is to make an offering of it before the Lord and take away her sin, and
shewill bemadeclean fromtheflowofherblood. This is the lawforawoman
who gives birth to amale or a female. 8And if she has notmoney enough for
a lamb, then let her take two doves or two young pigeons, one for a burned
offering and the other for a sin-offering, and the priestwill take away her sin
and she will be clean,

13
1And the Lord said toMoses andAaron, 2 If aman has on his skin a growth

or a mark or a white place, and it becomes the disease of a leper, let him be
taken to Aaron the priest, or to one of the priests, his sons; 3 And if, when
the priest sees the mark on his skin, the hair on the place is turned white
and themark seems to go deeper than the skin, it is the mark of a leper: and
the priest, after looking at him, will say that he is unclean. 4But if the mark
on his skin is white, and does not seem to go deeper than the skin, and the
hair on it is not turnedwhite, then the priest will keep him shut up for seven
days; 5And the priest is to see him on the seventh day; and if, in his opinion,
the place on his skin has not becomeworse and is not increased in size, then
the priest will keep him shut up for seven days more: 6And the priest is to
see him again on the seventh day; and if the mark is less bright and is not
increased on his skin, then let the priest say that he is clean: it is only a skin-
mark, and after his clothing has been washed he will be clean. 7 But if the
size of themark on his skin is increased after he has been seen by the priest,
let him go to the priest again: 8And if, after looking at him, he sees that the
mark is increased inhis skin, let the priest say that he is unclean; he is a leper.
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9When the disease of a leper is seen on aman, let him be taken to the priest;
10And if thepriest sees that there is awhite growthon the skin, and thehair is
turnedwhite, and there is diseased flesh in the growth, 11 It is an old disease
in the skin of his flesh, and the priest will say that he is unclean; he will not
have to be shut up, for he is clearly unclean. 12And if the disease comes out
all over his skin, from his head to his feet, as far as the priest is able to see,
13And if the priest sees that all his flesh is covered with the leper's disease,
the priest will say that he is clean: it is all turned white, he is clean. 14 But
whenever diseased flesh is seen on him, he will be unclean. 15 And when
the priest sees the diseased flesh he will say that he is unclean; the diseased
flesh is unclean, he is a leper. 16Or if the diseased flesh is turned again and
changed to white then he is to come to the priest, 17 And the priest will see
him: and if the place is turned white, then the priest will say that he is free
from the disease. 18And if a bad place has come out on the skin and is well
again, 19And on the same place there is a white growth of a brightmark, red
and white, then let the priest see it; 20 And after looking at it, if it seems to
go deeper than the skin, and the hair on it is turned white, then the priest
will say that the man is unclean: it is the leper's disease, it has come out in
the bad place. 21 But if, after looking at it, he sees that there are no white
hairs on it, and it is not deeper than the skin, and it is not very bright, then
let the priest keep him shut up for seven days: 22And if it is increasing on the
skin, the priest will say that he is unclean: it is a disease. 23But if the bright
mark keeps in the same place and gets no greater, it is the mark of the old
wound, and the priest will say that he is clean. 24Or if there is a burn on the
skin of the flesh, and if the diseased flesh in the burn becomes a bright place,
red and white or white, 25The priest is to see it: and if the hair on the bright
place is turned white and it seems to go deeper than the skin, he is a leper:
it has come out in the burn, and the priest will say that he is unclean: it is
the leper's disease. 26 But if, after looking at it, the priest sees that there is
no white hair on the bright place, and it is not deeper than the skin, and is
not very bright, then let the priest keep him shut up for seven days: 27And
the priest is to see him again on the seventh day; if it is increased in the skin,
then the priest will say that he is unclean: it is the leper's disease. 28And if
the bright place keeps the same size and gets no greater on the skin, but is
less bright, it is the effect of the burn, and the priest will say that he is clean:
it is the mark of the burn. 29And when a man or a woman has a disease on
the head, or in the hair of the chin, 30 Then the priest is to see the diseased
place: and if it seems to go deeper than the skin, and if there is thin yellow
hair in it, then the priest will say that he is unclean: he has the mark of the
leper's disease on his head or in the hair of his chin. 31And after looking at
the diseased place, if it does not seem to go deeper than the skin, and there is
noblackhair in it, then thepriestwill havehimshutup for sevendays: 32And
on the seventh day the priest will see the place: and if it is not increased, and
there is no yellow hair in it, and it does not seem to go deeper than the skin,
33Then his hair is to be cut off, but not on the diseased place, and he is to be
shut up for seven daysmore: 34And on the seventh day the priestwill see the
place: and if it is not increased, and does not seem to go deeper than the skin,
the priest will say that he is clean: and after his clothing has beenwashed he
will be clean. 35But if the disease inhis skinbecomesworse after hehas been
made clean, 36Then the priest is to see him: and if themark is increased, the
priest, without looking for the yellow hair, will say that he is unclean. 37But
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if, in his opinion, the growth is stopped, and black hair has come up on it, the
disease has gone; he is clean and the priest will say that he is clean. 38And if
a man or a woman has bright marks on the skin of their flesh, that is, bright
whitemarks, 39Then thepriest is to see them: and if thewhitemarks on their
skin are not very bright, it is a skin disease which has come out on the skin;
he is clean. 40 And if a man's hair has come out and he has no hair, still he
is clean. 41And if the hair has gone from the front part of his head, so that
he has no hair there, still he is clean. 42 But if, on his head or on his brow,
where he has no hair, there is a red and white place, it is the disease of the
leper coming out on his head or on his brow. 43 Then if the priest sees that
the growth of the disease has become red and white on his head or on his
brow where there is no hair, like the mark in the skin of a leper; 44He is a
leper and unclean; the priest is to say that he is most certainly unclean: the
disease is in his head. 45And the leper who has the disease on him is to go
about with signs of grief, with his hair loose and his mouth covered, crying,
Unclean, unclean. 46While the disease is on him, he will be unclean. He is
unclean: let him keep by himself, living outside the tent-circle. 47 And any
clothing ofwool or of linen inwhich is themark of the disease; 48 If it is in the
threads of the linen or of thewool, or in leather, or in anythingmade of skin;
49 If there are red or greenmarks on the clothing, or on the leather, or in the
threads of the cloth, or in anything made of skin, it is the leper's disease: let
the priest see it. 50And after it has been seen by the priest, the thingwhich is
somarked is to be shut up for seven days: 51And he is to see themark on the
seventh day; if the mark is increased in the clothing, or in the threads of the
material, or in the leather, whatever the leather is used for, it is the disease
biting into it: it is unclean. 52And the clothing, or the wool or linenmaterial,
or anything of leather inwhich is the disease, is to be burned: for the disease
is biting into it; let it be burned in the fire. 53And if the priest sees that the
mark is not increased in the clothing or in any part of the material or in the
leather, 54Then the priest will give orders for the thing onwhich themark is,
to bewashed, and to be shut up for sevendaysmore: 55And if, after themark
has been washed, the priest sees that the colour of it is not changed and it is
not increased, it is tobeburned in thefire: thedisease isworking in it, though
the damage may be inside or outside. 56And if the priest sees that the mark
is less bright after the washing, then let him have it cut out of the clothing
or the leather or from the threads of the material: 57And if the mark is still
seen in the clothing or in the threads of thematerial or in the leather, it is the
disease coming out: the thing in which the disease is will have to be burned
with fire. 58And the material of the clothing, or anything of skin, which has
been washed, if the mark has gone out of it, let it be washed a second time
and it will be clean. 59This is the law about the leper's disease in the thread
of wool or linen material, in clothing or in anything of skin, saying how it is
to be judged clean or unclean.

14
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2This is the law of the leper on the daywhen

he is made clean: he is to be taken to the priest; 3 And the priest is to go
outside the tent-circle; and if, after looking, the priest sees that the mark of
the disease has gone from him, 4Then the priest is to give orders to take, for
him who is to be made clean, two living clean birds and some cedar wood
and red thread and hyssop. 5 And the priest will give orders for one of the
birds to be put to death in a vessel made of earth, over flowing water. 6And
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he will take the living bird and the wood and the red thread and the hyssop
and put them in the blood of the bird which was put to death over flowing
water. 7And shaking it seven times over the man who is to be made clean,
he will say that he is clean and will let the living bird go free into the open
country. 8And hewho is to bemade cleanwill have his clothingwashed and
his hair cut andhave a bath, andhewill be clean. And after that hewill come
back to the tent-circle; but he is to keep outside his tent for seven days. 9And
on the seventh day he is to have all the hair cut off his head and his chin and
over his eyes — all his hair is to be cut off — and he will have his clothing
washed and his body bathed in water and he will be clean. 10 And on the
eighth day let him take two male lambs, without any marks on them, and
one female lamb of the first year, without a mark, and three tenth parts of
an ephah of the bestmeal, mixedwith oil, and one log of oil. 11And the priest
who ismaking him cleanwill put themanwho is beingmade clean, together
with these things, before the door of the Tent of meeting. 12And the priest is
to take one of the male lambs and give it as an offering for wrongdoing, and
the log of oil, waving them for a wave offering before the Lord; 13And he is
to put the male lamb to death in the place where they put to death the sin-
offering and the burned offering, in the holy place; for as the sin-offering is
the property of the priest, so is the offering for wrongdoing: it is most holy.
14 And let the priest take some of the blood of the offering for wrongdoing
and put it on the point of the right ear of himwho is to bemade clean, and on
the thumb of his right hand and on the great toe of his right foot; 15And take
some of the oil and put it in the hollow of his left hand; 16And let the priest
put his right finger in the oil which is in his left hand, shaking it out with his
finger seven times before the Lord; 17And of the rest of the oil which is in his
hand, the priest will put some on the point of the right ear of the man who
is to be made clean, and on the thumb of his right hand and on the great toe
of his right foot, over the blood of the offering for wrongdoing; 18 And the
rest of the oil in the priest's hand he will put on the head of himwho is to be
made clean; and so the priest will make him free from sin before the Lord.
19And the priest will give the sin-offering, and take away the sin of himwho
is to bemade clean fromhis unclean condition; and after that hewill put the
burned offering to death. 20And the priest is to have the burned offering and
the meal offering burned on the altar; and the priest will take away his sin
and hewill be clean. 21And if he is poor and not able to get somuch, then he
may take one male lamb as an offering for wrongdoing, to be waved to take
away his sin, and one tenth part of an ephah of the best meal mixed with oil
for a meal offering, and a log of oil; 22And two doves or two young pigeons,
such as he is able to get; and one will be for a sin-offering and the other for
a burned offering. 23And on the eighth day he will take them to the priest,
to the door of the Tent of meeting before the Lord, so that he may be made
clean. 24And the priestwill take the lambof the offering forwrongdoing and
the oil, waving them for awave offering before the Lord; 25Andhewill put to
death the lamb of the offering for wrongdoing and the priest will take some
of the blood of the offering forwrongdoing andput it on the point of the right
ear of him who is to be made clean, and on the thumb of his right hand and
on the great toe of his right foot; 26And the priest will put out some of the oil
in the hollow of his left hand, 27Shaking out drops of oil with his right finger
before the Lord seven times: 28And the priest will put some of the oil which
is in his hand on the point of the ear of themanwho is to bemade clean and
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on the thumb of his right hand and on the great toe of his right foot, on the
placewhere the blood of the offering forwrongdoingwas put; 29And the rest
of the oil which is in the priest's hand he will put on the head of him who is
to be made clean, to take away his sin before the Lord. 30And he will make
an offering of one of the doves or the young pigeons, such as he is able to
get; 31And of these, he will give one for a sin-offering and one for a burned
offering, with the meal offering; and the priest will take away the sin of him
who is to be made clean before the Lord. 32This is the law for the man who
has the disease of the leper on him, and who is not able to get that which is
necessary formakinghimself clean. 33AndtheLordsaid toMosesandAaron,
34Whenyouhave come into the landof Canaanwhich Iwill give you for your
heritage, if I put the leper's disease on a house in the land of your heritage,
35Then let the owner of the house come and say to the priest, It seems to me
that there is a sort of leper's disease in the house. 36And the priest will give
orders for everything to be taken out of the house, before he goes in to see
the disease, so that the things in the house may not become unclean; and
then the priest is to go in to see the house; 37And if he sees that the walls of
the house are marked with hollows of green and red, and if it seems to go
deeper than the face of the wall; 38 Then the priest will go out of the door of
the house, and keep the house shut up for seven days: 39And the priest is to
come again on the seventh day and have a look and see if the marks on the
walls of the house are increased in size; 40Then the priest will give orders to
themto takeout the stones inwhich thedisease is seen, andput themout into
an unclean place outside the town: 41And he will have the house rubbed all
over inside, and the pastewhich is rubbed offwill be put out into an unclean
place outside the town: 42 And they will take other stones and put them in
place of those stones, and he will take other paste and put it on the walls of
the house. 43 And if the disease comes out again in the house after he has
taken out the stones and after thewalls have been rubbed and the newpaste
put on, 44Then the priest will come and see it; and if the disease in the house
is increased in size, it is the leper's disease working out in the house: it is
unclean. 45And the house will have to be pulled down, the stones of it and
thewood and the paste; and everything is to be taken out to anunclean place
outside the town. 46And, in addition, anyonewho goes into the house at any
time, while it is shut up, will be unclean till evening. 47And anyone who has
been sleeping in thehousewill have tohavehis clothingwashed; andanyone
who takes food in that housewill have to have his clothingwashed. 48And if
the priest comes in, and sees that the disease is not increased after the new
paste has been put on the house, then the priest will say that the house is
clean, because the disease is gone. 49And in order to make the house clean,
let him take two birds and cedar-wood and red thread and hyssop; 50 And
put one of the birds to death in a vessel of earth over flowing water; 51And
take the cedar-wood and the hyssop and the red thread and the living bird
and put them in the blood of the dead bird and in the flowingwater, shaking
it over the house seven times. 52And he will make the house clean with the
blood of the bird and the flowingwater andwith the living bird andwith the
cedar-wood and the hyssop and the red thread. 53 But he will let the living
bird go out of the town into the open country; so he will take away sin from
the house and it will be clean. 54 This is the law for all signs of the leper's
disease and for skin diseases; 55And for signs of disease in clothing, or in a
house; 56And for a growth or a bad place or a bright mark on the skin; 57To
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make clear when it is unclean and when it is clean: this is the law about the
disease of the leper.

15
1And theLord said toMosesand toAaron, 2Say to the childrenof Israel: If a

manhasanuncleanflowfromhisflesh, itwillmakehimunclean. 3 If theflow
goes on or if the part is stopped up, to keep back the flow, he is still unclean.
4Every bed onwhich he has been restingwill be unclean, and everything on
which he has been seated will be unclean. 5And anyone touching his bed is
to have his clothingwashed and his body bathed inwater and be unclean till
evening. 6 And he who has been seated on anything on which the unclean
man has been seated is to have his clothing washed and his body bathed in
water and be unclean till evening. 7 And anyone touching the flesh of the
unclean man is to have his clothing washed and his body bathed in water
and be unclean till evening. 8 And if liquid from the mouth of the unclean
man comes on to him who is clean, then he is to have his clothing washed
and his body bathed in water and be unclean till evening. 9And any leather
seat on a horse on which the unclean man has been seated will be unclean.
10And anyone touching anything which was under him will be unclean till
the evening; anyone taking up any of these things is to have his clothing
washed and his body bathed in water and be unclean till evening. 11 And
anyone on whom the unclean man puts his hands, without washing them
in water, is to have his clothing washed and his body bathed in water and
be unclean till evening. 12And any vessel of earth which has been touched
by the unclean man will have to be broken and any vessel of wood washed.
13Andwhen amanwho has a flow fromhis body ismade clean from it, he is
to take seven days to make himself clean, washing his clothing and bathing
his body in flowingwater, and then hewill be clean. 14And on the eighth day
he is to take two doves or two young pigeons and come before the Lord to
the door of the Tent ofmeeting and give them to the priest: 15And they are to
be offered by the priest, one for a sin-offering and one for a burned offering,
and the priest will take away his sin before the Lord on account of his flow.
16 And if a man's seed goes out from him, then all his body will have to be
bathed in water and he will be unclean till evening. 17And any clothing or
skin onwhich the seed comes is to be washedwith water and be unclean till
evening. 18And if a man has sex relations with a woman and his seed goes
out from him, the two of them will have to be bathed in water and will be
unclean till evening. 19And if a woman has a flow of blood from her body,
she will have to be kept separate for seven days, and anyone touching her
will beunclean till evening. 20Andeverythingonwhich shehasbeenresting,
while she is kept separate, will be unclean, and everything onwhich she has
been seated will be unclean. 21 And anyone touching her bed will have to
have his clothing washed and his body bathed in water and be unclean till
evening. 22 And anyone touching anything on which she has been seated
will have to have his clothing washed and his body bathed in water and be
unclean till evening. 23Anyone touching anything on the bed or on the thing
onwhich she has been seated, will be unclean till evening. 24And if anyman
has sex relationswith her so that her blood comes onhim, hewill be unclean
for seven days and every bed on which he has been resting will be unclean.
25And if a woman has a flow of blood for a long time, not at the time when
she generally has it, or if the flow goes on longer than the normal time, she
will be unclean while the flow of blood goes on, as she is at other normal
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times. 26Every bed on which she has been resting will be unclean, as at the
times when she normally has a flow of blood, and everything on which she
has been seated will be unclean, in the same way. 27 And anyone touching
these things will be unclean, and his clothingwill have to bewashed and his
body bathed in water and he will be unclean till evening. 28 But when her
flow of blood is stopped, after seven days she will be clean. 29 And on the
eighth day let her get two doves or two young pigeons and take them to the
priest to the door of the Tent of meeting, 30 To be offered by the priest, one
for a sin-offering andone for a burned offering; and the priestwill take away
her sin before the Lord on account of her unclean condition. 31 In this way
may the children of Israel bemade free from all sorts of unclean conditions,
so that death may not overtake themwhen they are unclean and when they
make unclean my holy place which is among them. 32This is the law for the
manwho has a flow fromhis body, orwhose seed goes fromhim so that he is
unclean; 33And for her who has a flow of blood, and for anyman or woman
who has an unclean flow, and for him who has sex relations with a woman
when she is unclean.

16
1And the Lord said toMoses, after the death of the two sons of Aaronwhen

they took in strangefirebefore theLordanddeathovertook them; 2TheLord
said to Moses, Say to Aaron, your brother, that he may not come at all times
into the holy place inside the veil, before the cover which is on the ark, for
fear that deathmay overtake him; for I will be seen in the cloud on the cover
of the ark. 3Let Aaron come into the holy place in this way: with an ox for a
sin-offering and amale sheep for a burned offering. 4Let himput on the holy
linen coat, and the linen trousers on his body, and the linen band round him,
and the linen head-dress on his head; for this is holy clothing, and before he
puts them on his body is to be washed with water. 5And let him take from
the children of Israel twohe-goats for a sin-offering andonemale sheep for a
burned offering. 6And Aaron is to give the ox of the sin-offering for himself,
tomake himself and his house free from sin. 7And he is to take the two goats
and put thembefore the Lord at the door of the Tent ofmeeting. 8AndAaron
will make selection from the two goats by the decision of the Lord, one goat
for the Lord and one for Azazel. 9And the goat which is marked out for the
Lord, letAarongive fora sin-offering. 10But thegoat forAzazel is tobeplaced
living before the Lord, for the taking away of sin, that itmaybe sent away for
Azazel into the waste land. 11And Aaron is to give the ox of the sin-offering
for himself and take away sin from himself and his house, and put to death
the ox of the sin-offeringwhich is for himself. 12Andhe is to take a vessel full
of burning coal from the altar before the Lord and in his hand some sweet
perfume crushed small, and take it inside the veil; 13 And let him put the
perfume on the fire before the Lord so that the ark may be covered with a
cloudof the smokeof theperfume, in order that deathmaynot overtakehim.
14And let him take some of the blood of the ox, shaking drops of it from his
finger on the cover of the ark on the east side, and before it, seven times.
15 Then let him put to death the goat of the sin-offering for the people, and
take its blood inside the veil and do with it as he did with the blood of the
ox, shaking drops of it on and before the cover of the ark. 16 And let him
make the holy place free from whatever is unclean among the children of
Israel and from their wrongdoing in all their sins; and let him do the same
for the Tent ofmeeting, which has its place among an unclean people. 17And
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no man may be in the Tent of meeting from the time when Aaron goes in to
take away sin in the holy place till he comes out, having made himself and
his house and all the people of Israel free from sin. 18And he is to go out to
the altarwhich is before the Lord andmake it free from sin; and he is to take
some of the blood of the ox and the blood of the goat and put it on the horns
of the altar and round it; 19 Shaking drops of the blood from his finger on it
seven times to make it holy and clean from whatever is unclean among the
children of Israel. 20And when he has done whatever is necessary to make
the holy place and the Tent ofmeeting and the altar free from sin, let himput
the living goat before the Lord; 21And Aaron, placing his two hands on the
head of the living goat, will make a public statement over him of all the evil
doings of the children of Israel and all theirwrongdoing, in all their sins; and
he will put them on the head of the goat and send him away, in the care of a
manwhowill be waiting there, into the waste land. 22And the goat will take
all their sins into a land cut off frommen, andhewill send the goat away into
the waste land. 23Then let Aaron come into the Tent of meeting and take off
the linen clothingwhich he put onwhen hewent into the holy place, and put
them down there; 24And after bathing his body in water in a holy place, he
is to put on his clothing and come out and give his burned offering and the
burned offering of the people, to take away his sin and the sin of the people.
25And the fat of the sin-offering is to beburnedbyhimon the altar. 26And the
man who takes away the goat for Azazel is to have his clothing washed and
hisbodybathed inwaterand thenhemaycomeback to the tent-circle. 27And
the ox of the sin-offering and the goat of the sin-offering, whose blood was
taken in to make the holy place free from sin, are to be taken away outside
the tent-circle and their skinsand theirfleshand theirwasteare tobeburned
with fire. 28 And the man by whom they are burned is to have his clothing
washed and his body bathed in water, and then he may come back to the
tent-circle. 29And let this be an order to you for ever: in the seventh month,
on the tenth day, you are to keep yourselves from pleasure and do no sort
of work, those who are Israelites by birth and those from other lands who
are living among you: 30For on this day your sin will be taken away and you
will be clean: you will be made free from all your sins before the Lord. 31 It
is a special Sabbath for you, and you are to keep yourselves from pleasure;
it is an order for ever. 32And the man on whose head the holy oil has been
put, and who has beenmarked out to be a priest in his father's place, will do
what is necessary to take away sin, and will put on the linen clothing, even
the holy robes: 33And he will make the holy place and the Tent of meeting
and the altar free from sin; he will take away sin from the priests and from
all the people. 34And let this be an order for ever for you, so that the sin of
the children of Israel may be taken away once every year. And he did as the
Lord gave orders to Moses.

17
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to Aaron and to his sons and to all the

children of Israel: This is the order which the Lord has given. 3 If any man
of Israel puts to death an ox or a lamb or a goat, in or outside the tent-circle;
4Andhasnot taken it to thedoorof theTent ofmeeting, tomakeanoffering to
the Lord, before the Lord's House, its blood will be on him, for he has taken
life, and he will be cut off from among his people: 5 So that the children of
Israel may take to the Lord, to the door of the Tent of meeting and to the
priest, the offerings which they have put to death in the open country, and
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that they may make their peace-offerings to the Lord. 6 And the priest will
put blood on the altar of the Lord at the door of the Tent ofmeeting, burning
the fat for a sweet smell to theLord. 7And let themmakenomoreofferings to
evil spirits, afterwhich they have gone, turning away from the Lord. Let this
be a law to them for ever, through all their generations. 8And say to them, If
anyman of Israel, or any other living among them,makes a burned offering
or other offering, 9And does not take it to the door of the Tent of meeting to
make an offering to the Lord, thatmanwill be cut off fromamonghis people.
10And if anyman of Israel, or any other living among them, takes any sort of
blood for food, my wrath will be turned against that man and he will be cut
off fromamonghis people. 11For the life of theflesh is in its blood; and I have
given it to you on the altar to take away your sin: for it is the blood which
makes free from sin because of the life in it. 12 For this reason I have said to
the children of Israel, Noman among you, or any others livingwith you,may
take blood as food. 13And anymanof Israel, or any other living among them,
who gets with his bow any beast or bird used for food, is to see that its blood
is coveredwith earth. 14For the blood is the life of all flesh: and so I have said
to the children of Israel, Youmay not take any sort of blood as food, and any
man who does so will be cut of. 15And anyone who takes as food anything
which has come to a natural end, or anythingwhich has been put to death by
beasts, if he is one of you by birth, or of another nation, will have to have his
clothing washed and his body bathed in water and be unclean till evening,
and then he will be clean. 16 But if his clothing is not washed and his body
bathed, his sin will be on him.

18
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel, I am the Lord

your God. 3 You may not do those things which were done in the land of
Egypt where you were living; and you may not do those things which are
done in the land of Canaan where I am taking you, or be guided in your
behaviour by their rules. 4 But you are to be guided by my decisions and
keep my rules, and be guided by them: I am the Lord your God. 5 So keep
my rules and my decisions, which, if a man does them, will be life to him: I
am the Lord. 6You may not have sex connection with anyone who is a near
relation: I am the Lord. 7 You may not have sex relations with your father
or your mother: she is your mother, you may not take her. 8 And you may
not have sex relationswith your father'swife: she is your father's. 9Youmay
not take your sister, the daughter of your father or of yourmother, wherever
her birth took place, among you or in another country. 10You may not have
sex relations with your son's daughter or your daughter's daughter, for they
are part of yourself; 11 Or your father's wife's daughter, the child of your
father, for she is your sister. 12 You may not have sex connection with your
father's sister, for she is your father's near relation. 13Youmay not have sex
connection with your mother's sister, for she is your mother's near relation.
14 You may not have sex relations with the wife of your father's brother, for
she is of your family; 15Or with your daughter-in-law, for she is your son's
wife, and youmay not take her. 16Youmay not have sex relations with your
brother'swife, for she is your brother's. 17Youmaynot take aswife awoman
and her daughter, or her son's daughter or her daughter's daughter, for they
are of one family: it is an act of shame. 18 And you may not take as wife
a woman and at the same time her sister, to be in competition with her in
her life-time. 19 And you may not go near a woman or have sex relations
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with her when she is unclean, at her regular time. 20And you may not have
sex relations with your neighbour's wife, making yourself uncleanwith her.
21 And you may not make any of your children go through the fire as an
offering to Molech, and you may not put shame on the name of your God:
I am the Lord. 22 You may not have sex relations with men, as you do with
women: it is a disgusting thing. 23And you may not have sex relations with
a beast, making yourself unclean with it; and a womanmay not give herself
to a beast: it is an unnatural act. 24Do not make yourself unclean in any of
theseways; for sohave thosenationswhomIamdrivingout frombefore you
made themselves unclean: 25And the land itself has becomeunclean; so that
I have sent on it the reward of its wrongdoing, and the land itself puts out
those who are living in it. 26 So then keepmy rules andmy decisions, and do
not do any of these disgusting things, those of youwhoare Israelites by birth,
or anyotherswhoare livingwith you: 27 (For all these disgusting thingswere
done by themenof this countrywhowere there before you, and the landhas
beenmade unclean by them;) 28So that the landmay not put you out from it,
when youmake it unclean, as it put out the nationswhichwere there before
you. 29For all thosewho do any of these disgusting thingswill be cut off from
among their people. 30 So then, keep my orders, so that you may not do any
of these disgusting things which were done before you, or make yourselves
unclean through them: I am the Lord your God.

19
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to all the people of Israel, You are to

be holy, for I, the Lord your God, am holy. 3Let everyman give honour to his
mother and to his father andkeepmySabbaths: I am theLord yourGod. 4Do
not go after false gods, and do notmakemetal images of gods for yourselves:
I am the Lord your God. 5And when you give a peace offering to the Lord,
do it in the way which is pleasing to the Lord. 6Let it be used for food on the
same day onwhich it is offered, or on the day after; andwhatever is over on
the third day is to be burned with fire. 7 If any of it is used for food on the
third day, it is a disgusting thing and will not be pleasing to the Lord. 8And
as for anyone who takes it for food, his sin will be on him, for he has put
shame on the holy thing of the Lord: hewill be cut off fromhis people. 9And
when you get in the grain from your land, do not let all the grain be cut from
the edges of the field, or take up what has been dropped on the earth after
the getting in of the grain. 10And do not take all the grapes from your vine-
garden, or the fruit droppedon theearth; let thepoorman, and theman from
another country, have these: I am the Lord your God. 11Donot take anyone's
property or be false in act or word to another. 12 And do not take an oath
in my name falsely, putting shame on the name of your God: I am the Lord.
13Do not be cruel to your neighbour or take what is his; do not keep back a
servant's payment from him all night till the morning. 14Do not put a curse
on thosewhohavenohearing, orput a causeof falling in thewayof theblind,
but keep the fear of your God before you: I am the Lord. 15Do no wrong in
your judging: do not give thought to the position of the poor, or honour to the
position of the great; but be a judge to yourneighbour in righteousness. 16Do
not goabout sayinguntrue things amongyourpeople, or takeaway the life of
yourneighbourby falsewitness: I amtheLord. 17Let therebenohate inyour
heart for yourbrother; but youmaymakeaprotest to yourneighbour, so that
hemaybe stopped fromdoing evil. 18Donotmake attempts to get equalwith
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one who has done you wrong, or keep hard feelings against the children of
your people, but have love for your neighbour as for yourself: I am the Lord.
19Keepmy laws. Do not let your cattle have offspring by those of a different
sort; do not put mixed seed into your field; do not put on a robemade of two
sorts of cloth. 20 If anyman has sex relationswith a servant-womanwho has
given her word to be married to a man, and has not been made free for a
price or in any other way, the thing will be looked into; but they will not be
put to death because she was not a free woman. 21Let him take his offering
for wrongdoing to the Lord, to the door of the Tent of meeting; let him give
amale sheep as an offering for wrongdoing. 22And the priest will take away
his sin before the Lord with the sheep which is offered for his wrongdoing,
and hewill have forgiveness for the sinwhich he has done. 23Andwhen you
have come into the land, and have put in all sorts of fruit-trees, their fruit
will be as if they had not had circumcision, and for three years their fruit
may not be used for food. 24And in the fourth year all the fruit will be holy
as a praise-offering to the Lord. 25But in the fifth year youmay take the fruit
and the increase of it for your food: I am the Lord your God. 26Nothing may
be used for foodwith its blood in it; youmay notmake use of strange arts, or
go in search of signs and wonders. 27 The ends of the hair round your face
and on your chin may not be cut off. 28You may not make cuts in your flesh
in respect for the dead, or havemarks printed on your bodies: I am the Lord.
29Donotmakeyourdaughter commonby lettingherbecomea loosewoman,
for fear that the land may become full of shame. 30 Keep my Sabbaths and
have respect for my holy place: I am the Lord. 31Do not go after those who
make use of spirits, or wonder-workers; do not go in their ways or become
unclean through them: I am the Lord your God. 32 Get up from your seats
before the white-haired, and give honour to the old, and let the fear of your
God be before you: I am the Lord. 33And if a man from another country is
living in your land with you, do not make life hard for him; 34Let him be to
you as one of your countrymenandhave love for himas for yourself; for you
were living in a strange land, in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.
35 Do not make false decisions in questions of yard-sticks and weights and
measures. 36Have true scales, trueweights andmeasures for all things: I am
the Lord your God, who took you out of the land of Egypt; 37You are to keep
all my rules andmy decisions and do them: I am the Lord.

20
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Again, say to the children of Israel, If any

man of the children of Israel, or any other man living in Israel, gives his
offspring to Molech, he is certainly to be put to death: he is to be stoned by
the people of the land; 3Andmy facewill be turned against thatman, and he
will be cut off from his people; because he has given his offspring toMolech,
makingmy holy place unclean, andmakingmy holy name common. 4And if
thepeopleof the landdonot takenoteof thatmanwhenhegiveshisoffspring
toMolech, and do not put him to death, 5Thenmy facewill be turned against
him and his family, and he and all those who do evil with himwill be cut off
from among their people. 6And whoever goes after those who make use of
spirits and wonder-workers, doing evil with them, against him will my face
be turned, and he will be cut off from among his people. 7 Somake and keep
yourselves holy, for I am the Lord your God. 8 And keep my rules and do
them: I am the Lord, who make you holy. 9Every man cursing his father or
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his mother is certainly to be put to death; because of his curse on his father
or hismother, his bloodwill be on him. 10And if amanhas sex relationswith
another man's wife, even the wife of his neighbour, he and she are certainly
to be put to death. 11 And the man who has sex relations with his father's
wife has put shame on his father: the two of them are to be put to death;
their blood will be on them. 12And if a man has sex relations with his son's
wife, the twoof themare tobeput todeath: it is unnatural; their bloodwill be
on them. 13And if a man has sex relations with aman, the two of them have
done adisgusting thing: let thembeput to death; their bloodwill be on them.
14And if a man takes as wife a woman and her mother, it is an act of shame;
let thembeburnedwithfire, all three of them, so that theremaybeno shame
among you. 15And if a man has sex relations with a beast, let him be put to
death, and let the beast be put to destruction. 16And if a woman goes near a
beast and has sex relationswith it, youwill put an end to thewoman and the
beast: their blood will be on them. 17And if a man takes his sister, daughter
of his father or his mother, and has sex relations with her and she with him,
it is an act of shame: they are to be cut off before the children of their people;
he has had sex relations with his sister, and his sin will be on him. 18And if a
man has sex relations with a woman at the time when she is unwell, he has
seenher fountainandshehas let the fountainofherbloodbeuncovered, and
the two of them are to be cut off from among their people. 19And you may
not have sex connection with yourmother's sister or your father's sister, for
they are his near relations: their sin will be on them. 20 And if a man has
sex relations with the wife of his father's brother, he has put shame on his
father's brother: their sinwill be on them; till the day of their death theywill
haveno children. 21And if aman takes his brother'swife, it is anunclean act;
he has put shame on his brother; theywill have no children. 22So then, keep
my rules and my decisions and do them, so that the land which I am giving
you as your resting-placemaynot violently send youout again. 23Anddonot
keep the rules of the nations which I am driving out before you; for they did
all these things, and for that reasonmy soul was turned against them. 24But
I have said to you, You will take their land and I will give it to you for your
heritage, a land flowing with milk and honey: I am the Lord your God who
have made you separate from all other peoples. 25 So then, make division
between the cleanbeast and theunclean, andbetween the cleanbirdand the
unclean: do notmake yourselves disgusting by any beast or bird or anything
which goes flat on the earth, which has been marked by me as unclean for
you. 26And you are to be holy to me; for I the Lord am holy and have made
you separate from the nations, so that youmay bemy people. 27Anyman or
woman who makes use of spirits, or who is a wonder-worker, is to be put to
death: they are to be stoned with stones: their blood will be on them.

21
1And the Lord said to Moses, Say to the priests, the sons of Aaron, Let no

man make himself unclean for the dead among his people; 2 But only for
his near relations, for his mother or his father, his son or his daughter, and
his brother; 3And for his sister, a virgin, for she is his near relation and has
had no husband, he may make himself unclean. 4But let him, being a chief
among his people, not make himself unclean in such a way as to put shame
onhimself. 5Theyarenot tohave their hair cut off for thedead, or thehair on
their chins cut short, or make cuts in their flesh. 6 Let them be holy to their
God and not make the name of their God common; for the fire offerings of
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the Lord and the bread of their God are offered by them, and they are to be
holy. 7Theymay not take aswife a loose or commonwoman, or onewho has
been put away by her husband: for the priest is holy to his God. 8And he is
to be holy in your eyes, for by him the bread of your God is offered; he is to
be holy in your eyes, for I the Lord, whomake you holy, am holy. 9And if the
daughter of a priestmakes herself common and by her loose behaviour puts
shame on her father, let her be burned with fire. 10And he who is the chief
priest among his brothers, on whose head the holy oil has been put, who is
marked out to put on the holy robes, may not let his hair go loose or have his
clothingout of order as a signof sorrow. 11Hemaynot gonear anydeadbody
ormake himself unclean for his father or hismother; 12Hemay not go out of
theholyplaceormake theholyplaceofhisGodcommon; for the crownof the
holy oil of his God is onhim: I am the Lord. 13And let him take as hiswife one
whohasnothad relationswithaman. 14Awidow, oronewhosehusbandhas
put her away, or a common woman of loose behaviour, may not be the wife
of a priest; but let him take a virgin from among his people. 15And he may
not make his seed unclean among his people, for I the Lord have made him
holy. 16And the Lord said to Moses, 17 Say to Aaron, If a man of your family,
in any generation, is damaged in body, let him not come near to make the
offering of the bread of his God. 18For anymanwhose body is damagedmay
not come near: one who is blind, or has not the use of his legs, or one who
has a broken nose or any unnatural growth, 19 Or a man with broken feet
or hands, 20Or one whose back is bent, or one who is unnaturally small, or
one who has a damaged eye, or whose skin is diseased, or whose sex parts
are damaged; 21Noman of the offspring of Aaronwhose body is damaged in
anywaymay come near to give the fire offerings of the Lord: he is damaged,
he may not come near to make the offerings. 22He may take of the bread of
God, the holy and themost holy; 23But hemay not go inside the veil or come
near the altar, because he is damaged; and he may not make my holy places
common; for I the Lord have made them holy. 24These are the words which
Moses said to Aaron and to his sons and to all the children of Israel.

22
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Give orders to Aaron and to his sons to

keep themselves separate from theholy things of the childrenof Israelwhich
they give to me, and not to make my holy name common: I am the Lord,
3Say to them, If anyman of all your seed through all your generations, being
unclean, comes near the holy things which the children of Israel make holy
to the Lord, he will be cut off from beforeme: I am the Lord. 4Noman of the
seed of Aaronwho is a leper, orwhohas aflow fromhis body,may take of the
holy food till he is clean. And any man touching anything which is unclean
because of the dead, or any man whose seed goes from him; 5 Or anyone
touching any unclean thing which goes flat on the earth, or someone by
whomhemay bemade unclean in anywaywhatever; 6Any person touching
any such unclean thing will be unclean till evening, and may not take of the
holy food till his flesh has been bathed in water; 7 And when the sun has
gone down hewill be clean; and after that hemay take part in the holy food,
because it is his bread. 8That which comes to a natural death, or is attacked
by beasts, he may not take as food, for it will make him unclean: I am the
Lord. 9So then, let themkeepwhat I have put into their care, for fear that sin
may come on them because of it, so causing their death because they have
made it common: I am the Lord, who make them holy. 10No outside person
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may take of the holy food, or one living as a guest in the priest's house, or
a servant working for payment. 11 But any person for whom the priest has
givenmoney, to make him his, may take of it with him; and those who come
to birth in his house may take of his bread. 12And if the daughter of a priest
ismarried to an outside person shemaynot take of the holy thingswhich are
lifted up as offerings. 13But if a priest's daughter is a widow, or parted from
her husband, and has no child, and has come back to her father's house as
whenshewasagirl, shemay takeofher father's bread; butnooutsideperson
may do so. 14And if a man takes the holy food in error, he will have to give
the holy thing back to the priest, with the addition of a fifth part. 15And they
may not make common the holy things which the children of Israel give to
the Lord, 16So causing sin to come on themwhen they take their holy things
for food: I am the Lord who make them holy. 17And the Lord said to Moses,
18 Say to Aaron and to his sons and to all the children of Israel, If anyman of
the children of Israel, or of another nation living in Israel,makes an offering,
given because of an oath or freely given to the Lord for a burned offering;
19 So that it may be pleasing to the Lord, let him give a male, without any
mark, from among the oxen or the sheep or the goats. 20But anythingwhich
has amarkyoumaynot give; itwill notmakeyoupleasing to theLord. 21And
whoever makes a peace-offering to the Lord, in payment of an oath or as a
free offering, from the herd or the flock, if it is to be pleasing to the Lord, let it
be free from any mark or damage. 22Anything blind or broken or damaged
or having any disease or any mark on it may not be offered to the Lord; you
may not make an offering of it by fire on the altar to the Lord. 23An ox or a
lamb which has more or less than its natural parts, may be given as a free
offering; but it will not be taken in payment of an oath. 24An animal which
has its sex parts damaged or crushed or broken or cut, may not be offered to
the Lord; such a thing may not be done anywhere in your land. 25And from
onewho isnot an Israelite youmaynot takeanyof these for anoffering to the
Lord; for they are unclean, there is amark on them, and the Lordwill not be
pleased with them. 26And the Lord said to Moses, 27When an ox or a sheep
or a goat is given birth, let it be with its mother for seven days; and after the
eighth day it may be taken as an offering made by fire to the Lord. 28A cow
or a sheep may not be put to death with its young on the same day. 29 And
when you make an offering of praise to the Lord, make it in a way which is
pleasing to him. 30 Let it be used for food on the same day; do not keep any
part of it till the morning: I am the Lord. 31 So then, keep my orders and do
them: I am the Lord. 32And do not make my holy name common; so that it
may be kept holy by the children of Israel: I am the Lordwhomake you holy,
33Who took you out of the land of Egypt that I might be your God: I am the
Lord.

23
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel, These are the

fixed feasts of the Lord, which youwill keep for holymeetings: these aremy
feasts. 3On six days work may be done; but the seventh day is a special day
of rest, a time for worship; youmay do no sort of work: it is a Sabbath to the
Lordwherever youmaybe living. 4These are the fixed feasts of the Lord, the
holy days of worship which youwill keep at their regular times. 5 In the first
month, on the fourteenthdayof themonthatnightfall, is theLord'sPassover;
6Andon thefifteenthdayof the samemonth is the feast ofunleavenedbread;
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for seven days let your food be unleavened bread. 7On the first day youwill
have a holy meeting; you may do no sort of field-work. 8And every day for
seven days you will give a burned offering to the Lord; and on the seventh
day there will be a holy meeting; you may do no field-work. 9And the Lord
said toMoses, 10Say to the childrenof Israel,Whenyouhave come to the land
which I will give you, and have got in the grain from its fields, take some of
the first-fruits of the grain to the priest; 11And let the grain be waved before
the Lord, so that you may be pleasing to him; on the day after the Sabbath
let it be waved by the priest. 12 And on the day of the waving of the grain,
you are to give amale lamb of the first year, without anymark, for a burned
offering to the Lord. 13And let themeal offering with it be two tenth parts of
an ephahof the bestmealmixedwith oil, an offeringmadebyfire to theLord
for a sweet smell; and the drink offering with it is to be of wine, the fourth
part of a hin. 14Andyoumay takenobreador dry grain ornewgrain for food
till the very day on which you have given the offering for your God: this is a
rule for ever throughall your generationswherever youare living. 15And let
seven full weeks be numbered from the day after the Sabbath, the daywhen
you give the grain for the wave offering; 16 Let fifty days be numbered, to
the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you are to give a newmeal offering
to the Lord. 17 Take from your houses two cakes of bread, made of a fifth
part of an ephah of the best meal, cooked with leaven, to be waved for first-
fruits to the Lord. 18And with the bread, take seven lambs of the first year,
without anymarks, and one ox and twomale sheep, to be a burned offering
to the Lord, with their meal offering and their drink offerings, an offering of
a sweet smell made by fire to the Lord. 19And you are to give one male goat
for a sin-offering and two male lambs of the first year for peace-offerings.
20And thesewill bewaved by the priest, with the bread of the first-fruits, for
awave offering to the Lord, with the two lambs: theywill be holy to the Lord
for the priest. 21And on the same day, let it be given out that there will be a
holy meeting for you: you may do no field-work on that day: it is a rule for
ever through all your generationswherever you are living. 22Andwhen you
get in the grain fromyour land, do not let all the grain at the edges of the field
be cut, and do not take up the grain which has been dropped in the field; let
that be for the poor, and for the man from another country: I am the Lord
your God. 23 And the Lord said to Moses, 24 Say to the children of Israel, In
the seventh month, on the first day of the month, let there be a special day
of rest for you, a day of memory, marked by the blowing of horns, a meeting
for worship. 25 Do no field-work and give to the Lord an offering made by
fire. 26 And the Lord said to Moses, 27 The tenth day of this seventh month
is the day for the taking away of sin; let it be a holy day of worship; you are
to keep from pleasure, and give to the Lord an offering made by fire. 28And
on that day you may do no sort of work, for it is a day of taking away sin, to
make you clean before the Lord your God. 29 For any person, whoever he
may be, who takes his pleasure on that day will be cut off from his people.
30And if any person, whoever hemay be, on that day does any sort of work, I
will send destruction on him from among his people. 31Youmay not do any
sort ofwork: this is an order for ever through all your generationswherever
you may be living. 32 Let this be a Sabbath of special rest to you, and keep
yourselves fromall pleasure; on the ninth day of themonth at nightfall from
evening to evening, let this Sabbath be kept. 33And the Lord said to Moses,
34 Say to the children of Israel, On the fifteenth day of this seventhmonth let
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the feast of tents be kept to the Lord for seven days. 35On the first day there
will be a holy meeting: do no field-work. 36Every day for seven days give an
offering made by fire to the Lord; and on the eighth day there is to be a holy
meeting, when you are to give an offering made by fire to the Lord; this is a
special holy day: youmay donofield-work on that day. 37These are the fixed
feasts of the Lord, to be kept by you as holy days of worship, for making an
offering by fire to the Lord; a burned offering, a meal offering, an offering
of beasts, and drink offerings; every one on its special day; 38 In addition to
the Sabbaths of the Lord, and in addition to the things you give and the oaths
youmake and the free offerings to the Lord. 39But on the fifteenth day of the
seventhmonth, when you have got in all the fruits of the land, youwill keep
the feast of the Lord for seven days: the first day will be a Sabbath, and the
eighth day the same. 40On the first day, take the fruit of fair trees, branches
of palm-trees, and branches of thick trees and trees from the riverside, and
be glad before the Lord for seven days. 41 And let this feast be kept before
the Lord for seven days in the year: it is a rule for ever from generation to
generation; in the seventhmonth let it be kept. 42For seven days you will be
living in tents; all those who are Israelites by birth are to make tents their
living-places: 43 So that future generations may keep inmind how I gave the
children of Israel tents as their living-placeswhen I took themout of the land
of Egypt: I am the Lord your God. 44AndMosesmade clear to the children of
Israel the orders about the fixed feasts of the Lord.

24
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2Give orders to the children of Israel to give

you clean olive oil for the light, so that a light may be burning at all times,
3 Outside the veil of the ark in the Tent of meeting; let Aaron see that it is
burning from evening till morning at all times before the Lord: it is a rule
for ever through all your generations. 4Let Aaron put the lights in order on
the support before the Lord at all times. 5And take the best meal and make
twelve cakes of it, a fifth part of an ephah in every cake. 6And put them in
two lines, six in a line, on the holy table before the Lord. 7And on the lines
of cakes put clean sweet-smelling spices, for a sign on the bread, an offering
made by fire to the Lord. 8Every Sabbath day regularly, the priest is to put it
in order before the Lord: it is offered for the children of Israel, an agreement
made for ever. 9And it will be for Aaron and his sons; they are to take it for
food in a holy place: it is themost holy of all the offeringsmade by fire to the
Lord, a rule for ever. 10Anda sonof an Israelitewoman,whose fatherwas an
Egyptian, went out among the children of Israel and had a fight with a man
of Israel by the tents; 11And the son of the Israelite woman said evil against
the holy Name, with curses; and they took him toMoses. His mother's name
was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan. 12 And they kept
him shut up, till a decision might be given by the mouth of the Lord. 13And
the Lord said toMoses, 14Take the curser outside the tent-circle; and let all in
whose hearing the words were said put their hands on his head, and let him
be stoned by all the people. 15 And say to the children of Israel, As for any
man cursing God, his sin will be on his head. 16And hewho says evil against
the name of the Lord will certainly be put to death; he will be stoned by all
the people; themanwho is not of your nation and one who is an Israelite by
birth, whoever says evil against the holy Name is to be put to death. 17And
anyonewho takes another's life is certainly to be put to death. 18And anyone
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wounding a beast and causing its death, will have to make payment for it: a
life for a life. 19And if a man does damage to his neighbour, as he has done,
so let it be done to him; 20Wound for wound, eye for eye, tooth for tooth;
whatever damage he has done, so let it be done to him. 21 He who puts a
beast to death will have to make payment for it; he who puts a man to death
will himself be put to death. 22 You are to have the same law for a man of
another nation living among you as for an Israelite; for I am the Lord your
God. 23And Moses said these words to the children of Israel, and they took
the man who had been cursing outside the tent-circle and had him stoned.
The children of Israel did as the Lord gave orders to Moses.

25
1And the Lord said toMoses onMount Sinai, 2Say to the children of Israel,

When you come into the land which I will give you, let the land keep a
Sabbath to the Lord. 3For six years put seed into your land, and for six years
give care to your vines and get in the produce of them; 4But let the seventh
year be a Sabbath of rest for the land, a Sabbath to the Lord; do not put seed
into your land or have your vines cut. 5That which comes to growth of itself
may not be cut, and the grapes of your uncared-for vines may not be taken
off; let it be a year of rest for the land. 6 And the Sabbath of the land will
give food for you and yourman-servant and yourwoman-servant and those
working forpayment, and for thoseofanother countrywhoare livingamong
you; 7And for your cattle and the beasts on the land; all the natural increase
of the landwill be for food. 8And let seven Sabbaths of years be numbered to
you, seven times seven years; even the days of seven Sabbaths of years, that
is forty-nine years; 9Then let the loud horn be sounded far and wide on the
tenth day of the seventhmonth; on the day of taking away sin let the horn be
sounded through all your land. 10And let this fiftieth year be kept holy, and
say publicly that everyone in the land is free from debt: it is the Jubilee, and
every man may go back to his heritage and to his family. 11 Let this fiftieth
year be the Jubilee: no seedmay be planted, and thatwhich comes to growth
of itself may not be cut, and the grapes may not be taken from the uncared-
for vines. 12 For it is the Jubilee, and it is holy to you; your food will be the
natural increaseof thefield. 13 In this yearof Jubilee, let everymangoback to
his heritage. 14And in the business of trading goods formoney, do nowrong
to one another. 15 Let your exchange of goods with your neighbours have
relation to the number of years after the year of Jubilee, and the number of
times the earth has given her produce. 16 If the number of years is great, the
price will be increased, and if the number of years is small, the price will be
less, for it is theproduceof a certainnumberof yearswhich theman is giving
you. 17Anddonowrong, one toanother, but let the fearof yourGodbebefore
you; for I am the Lord your God. 18 So keep my rules and my decisions and
do them, and youwill be safe in your land. 19And the landwill give her fruit,
and you will have food in full measure and be safe in the land. 20And if you
say, Where will our food come from in the seventh year, when we may not
put in seed, or get in the increase 21 Then I will send my blessing on you in
the sixth year, and the land will give fruit enough for three years. 22 And
in the eighth year you will put in your seed, and get your food from the old
stores, till the fruit of the ninth year is ready. 23No exchange of landmay be
for ever, for the land is mine, and you are as my guests, living with me for a
time. 24Wherever there is property in land, the owner is to have the right of
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getting it back. 25 If your brother becomes poor, and has to give up some of
his land for money, his nearest relation may come and get back that which
his brother has given up. 26And if he has no one to get it back for him, and
later he himself gets wealth and has enoughmoney to get it back; 27Then let
him take into account the years from the timewhen he gave it up, andmake
up the loss for the rest of the years to him who took it, and so get back his
property. 28But if he is not able to get it back for himself, then it will be kept
by himwho gave a price for it, till the year of Jubilee; and in that year it will
go back to its first owner and hewill have his property again. 29And if aman
gives his house in awalled town formoney, he has the right to get it back for
the space of a full year after hehas given it up. 30And if hedoesnot get it back
by the end of the year, then the house in the town will become the property
of him who gave the money for it, and of his children for ever; it will not go
from him in the year of Jubilee. 31But houses in small unwalled towns will
be the same as property in the country; they may be got back, and they will
go back to their owners in the year of Jubilee. 32But the houses in the towns
of the Levites may be got back by the Levites at any time. 33And if a Levite
does not give money to get back his property, his house in the town which
was exchanged for money will come back to him in the year of Jubilee. For
the houses of the towns of the Levites are their property among the children
of Israel. 34But the landon theoutskirts of their townsmaynot be exchanged
for money, for it is their property for ever. 35 And if your brother becomes
poor and is not able to make a living, then you are to keep him with you,
helping him as you would aman from another country who is living among
you. 36Take no interest from him, inmoney or in goods, but have the fear of
your God before you, and let your brother make a living among you. 37Do
not take interest on themoney which you let him have or on the food which
you give him. 38 I am the Lord your God, who took you out of the land of
Egypt to give you the land of Canaan, that Imight be your God. 39And if your
brother becomes poor and gives himself to you for money, do not make use
of him like a servant who is your property; 40 But let him be with you as a
servant working for payment, till the year of Jubilee; 41 Then he will go out
from you, he and his children with him, and go back to his family and to the
property of his fathers. 42For they aremy servantswhom I took out from the
land of Egypt; they may not become the property of another. 43Do not be a
hard master to him, but have the fear of God before you. 44But you may get
servants as property from among the nations round about; from them you
may take men-servants and women-servants. 45 And in addition, you may
get, for money, servants from among the children of other nations who are
living with you, and from their families which have come to birth in your
land; and these will be your property. 46 And they will be your children's
heritage after you, to keep as their property; they will be your servants for
ever; but you may not be hard masters to your countrymen, the children of
Israel. 47And if one from another nation living among you gets wealth, and
your countryman, at his side, becomes poor and gives himself for money to
the man from another nation or to one of his family; 48 After he has given
himself he has the right to be made free, for a price, by one of his brothers,
49 Or his father's brother, or the son of his father's brother, or any near
relation; or if he gets money, he may make himself free. 50And let the years
be numbered from the time when he gave himself to his owner till the year
of Jubilee, and the price given for him will be in relation to the number of
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years, on the scale of the payment of a servant. 51 If there is still a long time,
hewill giveback, onaccount of it, a part of thepricewhichwas given forhim.
52And if there is only a short time, he will take account of it with his master,
and in relation to the number of years he will give back the price of making
him free. 53And he will be with him as a servant working for payment year
by year; his master is not to be cruel to him before your eyes. 54 And if he
is not made free in this way, he will go out in the year of Jubilee, he and his
children with him. 55 For the children of Israel are servants to me; they are
my servants whom I took out of the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.

26
1 Do not make images of false gods, or put up an image cut in stone or a

pillar or any pictured stone in your land, to give worship to it; for I am the
Lord your God. 2Keep my Sabbaths and give honour to my holy place: I am
the Lord. 3 If you are guided by my rules, and keep my laws and do them,
4Then Iwill give you rainat the right time, and the landwill giveher increase
and the trees of the field will give their fruit; 5And the crushing of the grain
will overtake the cutting of the grapes, and the cutting of the grapes will
overtake theplantingof the seed, and therewill bebread in fullmeasure, and
you will be living in your land safely. 6And I will give you peace in the land,
and youwill take your rest and no onewill give you cause for fear; and I will
put an end to all evil beasts in the land, and no sword of war will go through
your land. 7Andyouwill put toflight thosewhoareagainst you, and theywill
be put to deathbyyour swords. 8Thenfiveof youwill put toflight ahundred,
and a hundred of youwill put to flight ten thousand, and all who are against
you will be put to death by your swords. 9 And I will have pleasure in you
and make you fertile and greater in number; and I will keep my agreement
with you. 10And old stores long kept will be your food, and youwill take out
the old because of the new; 11And I will put my holy House among you, and
my soul will not be turned away from you in disgust. 12And I will be present
among you andwill be your God and youwill bemy people. 13 I am the Lord
your God, who took you out of the land of Egypt so that you might not be
servants to them; byme the cords of your yokewere broken and Imade you
go upright. 14But if you do not give ear to me, and do not keep all these my
laws; 15And if you go against my rules and if you have hate in your souls for
my decisions and you do not do all my orders, but go against my agreement;
16Thiswill I do to you: Iwill put fear in yourhearts, evenwastingdisease and
burningpain, dryingup the eyes andmaking the soul feeble, andyouwill get
no profit from your seed, for your haters will take it for food. 17Andmy face
will be turned fromyou, andyouwill bebrokenbefore thosewhoareagainst
you, and your haters will become your rulers, and youwill go in flight when
no man comes after you. 18And if, even after these things, you will not give
ear to me, then I will send you punishment seven times more for your sins.
19And thepride of your strengthwill be broken, and Iwillmake yourheaven
as iron and your earth as brass; 20And your strengthwill be used upwithout
profit; for your land will not give her increase and the trees of the field will
not give their fruit. 21And if you still go against me and will not give ear to
me, I will put seven times more punishments on you because of your sins.
22 I will let loose the beasts of the field among you, and they will take away
your children and senddestruction on your cattle, so that your numberswill
becomesmall andyourroadsbecomewaste. 23And ifby these thingsyouwill
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not be turned tome, but still go againstme; 24Then Iwill go against you, and I
will give you punishment, Imyself, seven times for all your sins. 25And Iwill
send a sword on you to give effect to the punishment of my agreement; and
when you come together into your towns I will send disease among you and
youwill be given up into the hands of your haters. 26When I take away your
bread of life, ten women will be cooking bread in one oven, and your bread
will bemeasured out byweight; youwill have food but never enough. 27And
if, after all this, you do not give ear to me, but go against me still, 28Thenmy
wrath will be burning against you, and I will give you punishment, I myself,
seven times for your sins. 29Then youwill take the flesh of your sons and the
flesh of your daughters for food; 30And I will send destruction on your high
places, overturning your perfume altars, and will put your dead bodies on
your broken images, andmy soulwill be turned fromyou in disgust. 31And I
will make your townswaste and send destruction on your holy places; I will
takenopleasure in the smell of your sweet perfumes; 32And Iwillmake your
land a waste, a wonder to your haters living in it. 33And I will send you out
in all directions among the nations, andmy swordwill be uncovered against
you, and your land will be without any living thing, and your towns will be
made waste. 34 Then will the land take pleasure in its Sabbaths while it is
waste and you are living in the land of your haters; then will the land have
rest. 35 All the days while it is waste will the land have rest, such rest as it
never had in your Sabbaths, when you were living in it. 36 And as for the
rest of you, I will make their hearts feeble in the land of their haters, and
the sound of a leaf moved by the wind will send them in flight, and they will
go in flight as from the sword, falling down when no one comes after them;
37 Falling on one another, as before the sword, when no one comes after
them; you will give way before your haters. 38And death will overtake you
among strange nations, and the land of your haterswill be your destruction.
39And those of you who are still living will be wasting away in their sins in
the land of your haters; in the sins of their fathers theywill bewasting away.
40And theywill havegrief for their sins and for the sins of their fathers,when
their hearts were untrue to me, and they went against me; 41 So that I went
against them and sent them away into the land of their haters: if then the
pride of their hearts is broken and they take the punishment of their sins,
42Then I will keep inmind the agreement which Imadewith Jacob andwith
Isaac and with Abraham, and I will keep in mind the land. 43And the land,
while she iswithout them,will keep her Sabbaths; and theywill undergo the
punishment of their sins, because theywere turned away frommydecisions
and in their souls was hate for my laws. 44But for all that, when they are in
the land of their haters I will not let them go, or be turned away from them,
or give them up completely; my agreement with them will not be broken,
for I am the Lord their God. 45And because of them I will keep in mind the
agreement which I made with their fathers, whom I took out of the land of
Egypt before the eyes of the nations, to be their God: I am the Lord. 46These
are the rules, decisions, and laws,which theLordmadebetweenhimself and
the children of Israel in Mount Sinai, by the hand of Moses.

27
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2Say to the children of Israel, If amanmakes

a special oath, you will give your decision as to the value of the persons for
the Lord. 3And you will put the value of a male from twenty years to sixty
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years old at fifty shekels of silver, by the scale of the holy place. 4 And if it
is a female, the value will be thirty shekels. 5And if the person is from five
to twenty years old, the value will be twenty shekels for a male, and ten for
a female. 6 And if the person is from one month to five years old, then the
value for a male will be five shekels of silver, and for a female three shekels.
7And for sixty years old and over, for amale the valuewill be fifteen shekels,
and for a female, ten. 8But if he is poorer than the valuewhich you have put
on him, then let him be taken to the priest, and the priest will put a value on
him, such as it is possible for him to give. 9And if it is a beast of which men
make offerings to the Lord, whatever anyman gives of such to the Lord will
be holy. 10 It may not be changed in anyway, a good given for a bad, or a bad
for a good; if one beast is changed for another, the two will be holy. 11And if
it is any unclean beast, of which offerings are not made to the Lord, then let
him take the beast before the priest; 12And let the priest put a value on it, if
it is good or bad; whatever value the priest puts on it, so will it be. 13 But if
he has a desire to get it back for himself, let him give a fifth more than your
value. 14And if aman has given his house as holy to the Lord, then the priest
will put a value on it, if it is good or bad; as the priest gives decision so will
the value be fixed. 15 And if the owner has a desire to get back his house,
let him give a fifth more than your value, and it will be his. 16And if a man
gives to the Lord part of the field which is his property, then let your value
be in relation to the seed which is planted in it; a measure of barley grain
will be valued at fifty shekels of silver. 17 If he gives his field from the year
of Jubilee, the value will be fixed by your decision. 18But if he gives his field
after the year of Jubilee, the amount of the money will be worked out by the
priest in relation to the number of years till the coming year of Jubilee, and
the necessary amount will be taken off your value. 19 And if the man who
has given the field has a desire to get it back, let him give a fifth more than
the price at which it was valued and it will be his. 20But if he has no desire to
get it back, or if he has given it for a price to another man, it may not be got
back again. 21But the field, when it becomes free at the year of Jubilee, will
be holy to the Lord, as a field given under oath: it will be the property of the
priest. 22And if a man gives to the Lord a field which he has got for money
from another, which is not part of his heritage; 23 Then the value fixed by
you up to the year of Jubilee will be worked out for him by the priest, and in
that day he will give the amount of your value as holy to the Lord. 24 In the
year of Jubilee the field will go back to him from whom he got it, that is, to
him whose heritage it was. 25And let all your values be based on the shekel
of the holy place, that is, twenty gerahs to the shekel. 26But a man may not
give by oath to the Lord thefirst-fruits of cattlewhich are offered to the Lord:
if it is an ox or a sheep it is the Lord's. 27And if it is an unclean beast, then
the owner of it may give money to get it back, in agreement with the value
fixed by you, by giving a fifth more; or if it is not taken back, let it be given
for money in agreement with your valuing. 28But nothing which a man has
given completely to the Lord, out of all his property, of man or beast, or of
the land which is his heritage, may be given away or got back in exchange
for money; anything completely given is most holy to the Lord. 29Any man
given completely to the Lordmay not be got back: he is certainly to be put to
death. 30And every tenth part of the land, of the seed planted, or of the fruit
of trees, is holy to the Lord. 31And if aman has a desire to get back any of the
tenth part which he has given, let him give a fifth more. 32And a tenth part
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of the herd and of the flock, whatever goes under the rod of the valuer, will
be holy to the Lord. 33He may not make search to see if it is good or bad, or
make any changes in it; and if he makes exchange of it for another, the two
will be holy; he will not get them back again. 34 These are the orders which
the Lord gave to Moses for the children of Israel in Mount Sinai.
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The Fourth Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called
Numbers

1 And the Lord said to Moses in the waste land of Sinai, in the Tent of
meeting, on the first day of the second month, in the second year after they
came out of the land of Egypt, 2 Take the full number of the children of
Israel, by their families, and by their fathers' houses, every male by name;
3 All those of twenty years old and over, who are able to go to war in
Israel, are to be numbered by you and Aaron. 4 And to give you help, take
one man from every tribe, the head of his father's house. 5 These are the
names of those who are to be your helpers: from Reuben, Elizur, the son of
Shedeur; 6 From Simeon, Shelumiel, the son of Zurishaddai; 7 From Judah,
Nahshon, the son of Amminadab; 8From Issachar, Nethanel, the son of Zuar;
9 From Zebulun, Eliab, the son of Helon; 10Of the children of Joseph: from
Ephraim, Elishama, the son of Ammihud; fromManasseh, Gamaliel, the son
of Pedahzur, 11 From Benjamin, Abidan, the son of Gideoni; 12 From Dan,
Ahiezer, the son of Ammi-shaddai; 13 From Asher, Pagiel, the son of Ochran;
14 From Gad, Eliasaph, the son of Reuel; 15 From Naphtali, Ahira, the son of
Enan. 16Theseare themennamedoutof all thepeople, chiefs of their fathers'
houses, heads of the tribes of Israel. 17AndMoses andAaron took thesemen,
marked out by name; 18And they got together all the people on the first day
of the second month; and everyone made clear his family and his father's
house, by the number of the names, from twenty years old and over. 19 As
the Lord had given orders to Moses, so they were numbered by him in the
waste place of Sinai. 20 The generations of the sons of Reuben, the oldest
son of Israel, were numbered by their families and their fathers' houses,
everymale of twenty years old and over, whowas able to go to war; 21Forty-
six thousand, five hundred of the tribe of Reuben were numbered. 22 The
generations of the sons of Simeonwerenumberedby their families and their
fathers' houses, everymale of twenty years old and over, whowas able to go
to war; 23 Fifty-nine thousand, three hundred of the tribe of Simeon were
numbered. 24 The generations of the sons of Gad were numbered by their
families and their fathers' houses, every male of twenty years old and over
whowas able to go towar; 25Forty-five thousand, six hundredandfifty of the
tribe of Gad were numbered. 26 The generations of the sons of Judah were
numbered by their families and their fathers' houses, every male of twenty
years old and over who was able to go to war; 27 Seventy-four thousand, six
hundred of the tribe of Judah were numbered. 28 The generations of the
sons of Issachar were numbered by their families and their fathers' houses,
every male of twenty years old and over who was able to go to war; 29 Fifty-
four thousand, four hundred of the tribe of Issachar were numbered. 30The
generations of the sons of Zebulun were numbered by their families and
their fathers' houses, everymale of twenty years old and over whowas able
to go to war; 31 Fifty-seven thousand, four hundred of the tribe of Zebulun
were numbered. 32 The generations of the sons of Joseph were numbered
by their families and their fathers' houses, every male of twenty years old
and over who was able to go to war; 33 Forty thousand, five hundred of the
tribeofEphraimwerenumbered. 34Thegenerationsof the sonsofManasseh
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were numbered by their families and their fathers' houses, every male of
twenty years old andoverwhowas able to go towar; 35Thirty-two thousand,
two hundred of the tribe of Manasseh were numbered. 36 The generations
of the sons of Benjamin were numbered by their families and their fathers'
houses, every male of twenty years old and over who was able to go to
war; 37 Thirty-five thousand, four hundred of the tribe of Benjamin were
numbered. 38 The generations of the sons of Dan were numbered by their
families and their fathers' houses, everymale of twenty years and over who
was able to go to war; 39 Sixty-two thousand, seven hundred of the tribe of
Danwerenumbered. 40Thegenerationsof the sonsofAsherwerenumbered
by their families and their fathers' houses, every male of twenty years old
and over who was able to go to war; 41 Forty-one thousand, five hundred of
the tribe of Asherwere numbered. 42The generations of the sons of Naphtali
were numbered by their families and their fathers' houses, every male of
twenty years old and overwhowas able to go towar; 43Fifty-three thousand,
four hundred of the tribe of Naphtali were numbered. 44These are theywho
were numbered by Moses and Aaron and by the twelve chiefs of Israel, one
fromevery tribe. 45So all thosewhowerenumberedof the childrenof Israel,
by their families, all thoseof twentyyearsoldandoverwhowereable togo to
war, 46Were six hundred and three thousand, five hundred and fifty. 47But
the Levites, of the tribe of their fathers, were not numbered among them.
48 For the Lord said to Moses, 49Only the tribe of Levi is not to be numbered
among the children of Israel, 50 But to them you are to give the care of the
Tent of meeting with its vessels and everything in it: they are to take up the
Tent, and be responsible for everything to do with it, and put up their tents
round it. 51 And when the Tent of meeting goes forward, the Levites are to
take it down; andwhen it is to be put up, they are to do it: any strange person
who comes near it is to be put to death. 52The children of Israel are to put up
their tents, every man in his tent-circle round his flag. 53But the tents of the
Levites are to be round the Tent of meeting, so that wrath may not come on
the children of Israel: the Tent of meeting is to be in the care of the Levites.
54 So the children of Israel did as the Lord had given orders to Moses.

2
1 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 2 The children of Israel are to

put up their tents in the order of their families, by the flags of their fathers'
houses, facing the Tent of meeting on every side. 3Those whose tents are on
the east side, looking to the dawn, will be round the flag of the children of
Judah, with Nahshon, the son of Amminadab, as their chief. 4The number of
his armywas seventy-four thousand, six hundred. 5And nearest to himwill
be the tribe of Issachar, with Nethanel, the son of Zuar, as their chief. 6 The
number of his army was fifty-four thousand, four hundred. 7After him, the
tribe of Zebulun, with Eliab, the son of Helon, as their chief. 8 The number
of his armywas fifty-seven thousand, four hundred. 9The number of all the
armies of Judahwas ahundredandeighty-six thousand, fourhundred. They
go forward first. 10On the south side is the flag of the children of Reuben, in
the order of their armies,withElizur, the sonof Shedeur, as their chief. 11The
number of his army was forty-six thousand, five hundred. 12 And nearest
to him, the tribe of Simeon, with Shelumiel, the son of Zurishaddai, as their
chief. 13 The number of his army was fifty-nine thousand, three hundred.
14 Then the tribe of Gad, with Eliasaph, son of Reuel, as their chief. 15 The
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number of his army was forty-five thousand, six hundred and fifty. 16 The
number of all the armies of Reuben together came to ahundredandfifty-one
thousand, four hundred and fifty. They go forward second. 17Then the Tent
ofmeeting is to go forward, with the tents of the Levites, in themiddle of the
armies; in the same order as their tents are placed, they are to go forward,
everymanunderhisflag. 18On thewest sidewill be theflagof the childrenof
Ephraim, with Elishama, the son of Ammihud, as their chief. 19The number
of his army was forty thousand, five hundred. 20 And by him the tribe of
Manasseh with Gamaliel, the son of Pedahzur, as their chief. 21The number
of his army was thirty-two thousand, two hundred. 22 Then the tribe of
Benjamin, with Abidan, the son of Gideoni, as their chief. 23 The number of
his army was thirty-five thousand, four hundred. 24 The number of all the
armies of Ephraim was a hundred and eight thousand, one hundred. They
go forward third. 25On the north side will be the flag of the children of Dan,
with Ahiezer, the son of Ammishaddai, as their chief. 26 The number of his
army was sixty-two thousand, seven hundred. 27Nearest to him will be the
tribe of Asher, with Pagiel, the son of Ochran, as their chief. 28The number of
his armywas forty-one thousand, fivehundred; 29Then the tribe ofNaphtali,
with Ahira, the son of Enan, as their chief. 30 The number of his army was
fifty-three thousand, four hundred. 31 The number of all the armies in the
tents of Dan was a hundred and fifty-seven thousand, six hundred. They
will go forward last, by their flags. 32 These are all who were numbered of
the children of Israel, in the order of their fathers' families: all the armies in
their tents together came to six hundred and three thousand, five hundred
and fifty. 33But the Leviteswere not numbered among the children of Israel,
as the Lord said to Moses. 34 So the children of Israel did as the Lord said to
Moses, so they put up their tents by their flags, and theywent forward in the
same order, by their families, and by their fathers' houses.

3
1Now these are the generations of Aaron and Moses, in the day when the

word of the Lord came toMoses onMount Sinai. 2These are the names of the
sons of Aaron: Nadab the oldest, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 3 These
are the names of the sons of Aaron, the priests, on whom the holy oil was
put, who were marked out as priests. 4 And Nadab and Abihu were put to
death before the Lordwhen theymade an offering of strange fire before the
Lord, in the waste land of Sinai, and they had no children: and Eleazar and
Ithamardid theworkof priests beforeAaron their father. 5And theLord said
to Moses, 6Make the tribe of Levi come near, and put them before Aaron the
priest, to be his helpers, 7 In order that theymaybe responsible to himand to
all Israel for the care of the Tent ofmeeting, and to do thework of theHouse;
8And theywill have the care of all the vessels of the Tent ofmeeting, andwill
do for the children of Israel all the necessary work of the House. 9Give the
Levites to Aaron and his sons; so that theymay be his without question from
among the children of Israel. 10And give orders that Aaron and his sons are
to keep their place as priests; any strange personwho comes near is to be put
to death. 11And the Lord said to Moses, 12 See, I have taken the Levites out
of the children of Israel to be mine in place of the first sons of the children
of Israel; 13 For all the first sons are mine; on the day when I put to death all
the first sons in the land of Egypt, I took for myself every first male birth of
man and beast. They are mine; I am the Lord. 14And the Lord said to Moses
in thewaste land of Sinai, 15Let all the children of Levi be numbered by their
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families and their fathers' houses; let everymale of amonth old and over be
numbered. 16SoMoses did as the Lord said, numbering themas he had been
ordered. 17 These were the sons of Levi by name: Gershon and Kohath and
Merari. 18And these are the names of the sons of Gershon, by their families:
Libni and Shimei. 19And the sons of Kohath, by their families: Amram and
Izhar and Hebron and Uzziel. 20 And the sons of Merari by their families:
Mahli and Mushi. These are the families of the Levites in the order of their
fathers' houses. 21FromGershon come the Libnites and the Shimeites; these
are the families of the Gershonites. 22 Those who were numbered of them,
themales fromonemonth old and over, were seven thousand, five hundred.
23 The tents of the Gershonites are to be placed at the back of the House, to
the west. 24The chief of the Gershonites is Eliasaph, the son of Lael. 25 In the
Tent of meeting, the Gershonites are to have the care of the House, and the
Tentwith its cover, and the veil for the door of the Tent ofmeeting, 26And the
hangings for the open space round the House and the altar, and the curtain
for its doorway, and all the cords needed for its use. 27 From Kohath come
theAmramites and the Izharites and theHebronites and theUzzielites; these
are the families of the Kohathites. 28Thosewhowere numbered of them, the
males from onemonth old and over, were eight thousand, six hundred, who
were responsible for the care of the holy place. 29The tents of the Kohathites
are to be placed on the south side of the House. 30 Their chief is Elizaphan,
the son of Uzziel. 31 In their care are the ark, and the table, and the lights,
and the altars, and all the vessels used in the holy place, and the veil, and all
they are used for. 32Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, will be head over all
the Levites and overseer of those responsible for the care of the holy place.
33FromMerari come theMahlites and theMushites; these are the families of
Merari. 34Thosewhowere numbered of them, themales of amonth old and
over, were six thousand, two hundred. 35The chief of the families of Merari
was Zuriel, the son of Abihail: their tents are to be placed on the north side
of the House. 36 And in their care are to be all the boards of the Tent, with
their rods and pillars and bases, and all the instruments, and all they are
used for, 37And the pillars of the open space round it, with their bases and
nails and cords. 38And those whose tents are to be placed on the east side of
theHouse in front of the Tent ofmeeting, looking to the dawn, areMoses and
Aaron and his sons, who will do the work of the holy place for the children
of Israel; and any strange person who comes near will be put to death. 39All
the Levites numbered by Moses and Aaron at the order of the Lord, all the
males of one month old and over numbered in the order of their families,
were twenty-two thousand. 40 And the Lord said to Moses, Let all the first
male childrenbenumbered, and take thenumberof theirnames. 41Andgive
to me the Levites (I am the Lord) in place of the first sons of the children of
Israel; and the cattle of the Levites in place of thefirst births among the cattle
of the children of Israel. 42SoMoses had all the first sons among the children
of Israel numbered, as the Lord said to him. 43Every first son from amonth
old and over was numbered by name, and the number came to twenty-two
thousand, two hundred and seventy-three. 44 And the Lord said to Moses,
45 Take the Levites in place of all the first sons of the children of Israel, and
the cattle of theLevites inplaceof their cattle; theLevites are tobemine; I am
the Lord. 46And the price you have to give for the two hundred and seventy-
three first sons of the children of Israel which are in addition to the number
of the Levites, 47Will be five shekels for every one, by the scale of the holy
place (the shekel is twenty gerahs); 48And thismoney, the price of those over
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the number of the Levites, is to be given to Aaron and his sons. 49 So Moses
took the money, the price of those whose place had not been taken by the
Levites; 50From the first sons of Israel he took it, a thousand, three hundred
andsixty-five shekels, by the scaleof theholyplace; 51Andhegave themoney
to Aaron and his sons, as the Lord had said.

4
1 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 2 Let the sons of Kohath, from

among the sons of Levi, be numbered by their families, in the order of their
fathers' houses; 3All those from thirty to fifty years oldwhoare able to do the
work of the Tent ofmeeting. 4And this is to be thework of the sons of Kohath
in connection with the most holy things. 5When all the people go forward,
Aaron is to go inwithhis sons, and takedown theveil of the curtain, covering
thearkofwitnesswith it; 6Andputtingover it the leather cover andover that
a blue cloth; and putting its rods in place. 7Andon the table of the holy bread
they are to put ablue cloth, andon it all the vessels, the spoons and thebasins
and the cups; and theholybreadwith them; 8Andover them theyare toput a
red cloth, covering itwith a leather cover, and putting its rods in their places.
9And they are to take a blue cloth, covering with it the light-support with its
lights and its instruments and its trays and all the oil vessels which are used
for it: 10All these they are to put in a leather cover, and put it on the frame.
11 On the gold altar they are to put a blue cloth, covering it with a leather
cover; and they are to put its rods in their places. 12 All the vessels which
are used in the holy place they are to put in a blue cloth, covering themwith
a leather cover, and put them on the frame. 13 And they are to take away
the burned waste from the altar, and put a purple cloth on it; 14 Placing on
the cloth all its vessels, the fire-baskets, the meat-hooks, the spades, and the
basins; all the vessels of the altar; they are to put a leather cover over all
these, and put its rods in their places. 15And after the holy place and all its
vessels have been covered up by Aaron and his sons, when the tents of the
people go forward, the sons of Kohath are to come and take it up; but the
holy thingsmay not be touched by them for fear of death. 16And Eleazar, the
son of Aaron the priest, is to be responsible for the oil for the light, and the
sweet perfumes for burning, and the regularmeal offering, and the holy oil;
the House and the holy place and everything in it will be in his care. 17And
the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 18Do not let the family of the Kohathites
be cut off from among the Levites; 19But do this to them, so that life and not
death may be theirs when they come near the most holy things; let Aaron
and his sons go in and give to every one hiswork and thatwhich he is to take
up; 20 But they themselves are not to go in to see the holy place, even for a
minute, for fear of death. 21 And the Lord said to Moses, 22 Let the sons of
Gershon be numbered by families, in the order of their fathers' houses; 23All
those from thirty to fifty years old who are able to do the work of the Tent
of meeting. 24 This is to be the work of the Gershonites, the things they are
to do and take up. 25 They are to take up the curtains of the House, and the
Tent ofmeetingwith its cover and the leather cover over it, and the hangings
for the door of the Tent of meeting; 26And the hangings for the open space
round theHouse and the altar, and the curtain for its doorway,with the cords
and all the things used for them; whatever is necessary for these, they are
to do. 27 From the mouth of Aaron and his sons the Gershonites will have
word about all the things they are to do and take up; you are to give them
their orders. 28 This is the work of the family of the Gershonites in the Tent
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ofmeeting, and theywill be under the direction of Ithamar, the son of Aaron
the priest. 29The sons ofMerari are to be numbered by families, in the order
of their fathers' houses; 30Every one from thirty to fifty years oldwho is able
to do the work of the Tent of meeting. 31 And this is their part in the work
of the Tent of meeting: the transport of the boards and the rods of the Tent,
with the pillars and their bases; 32And the pillars of the open space outside
it, with their bases and their nails and cords and all the instruments used,
and everything which has to be done there; all the instruments for which
they are responsible are to be numbered by name. 33This is the work which
the sons of Merari are to do in connection with the Tent of meeting, under
the direction of Ithamar, the son of Aaron the priest. 34 So Moses and Aaron
and the chiefs of the people took in hand the numbering of the sons of the
Kohathites, by families, in theorderof their fathers' houses; 35Numberingall
those from thirty to fifty years old who were able to do the work in the Tent
ofmeeting; 36And the number of all thesewas two thousand, seven hundred
and fifty. 37 This is the number of those of the Kohathites who did the work
in the Tent of meeting, as they were numbered by Moses and Aaron at the
order of the Lord. 38And those of the sons of Gershon who were numbered
by families, 39 All those from thirty to fifty years old who were able to do
the work in the Tent of meeting, 40Who were numbered by families in the
order of their fathers' houses, were two thousand, six hundred and thirty.
41 This is the number of the sons of Gershon who did the work in the Tent
of meeting, as they were numbered by Moses and Aaron at the order of the
Lord. 42 And those of the sons of Merari who were numbered by families,
in the order of their fathers' houses, 43All those from thirty to fifty years old
who did thework in the Tent ofmeeting, 44Whowere numbered by families,
were three thousand, two hundred. 45 This is the number of the sons of
Merari, numbered by Moses and Aaron at the order of the Lord. 46And all
the Levites who were numbered by Moses and Aaron and the chiefs of the
people, by families, in the order of their fathers' houses, 47Those from thirty
to fifty years old who were able to do the work of the Tent of meeting and of
its transport, 48 Came to eight thousand, five hundred and eighty. 49 At the
order of the Lord theywere numbered byMoses, every one in relation to his
work and tohis part in the transport; so theywerenumberedbyMoses at the
order of the Lord.

5
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2Give orders to the children of Israel to put

outside the tent-circle every leper, and anyonewhohas any sort of flow from
his body, and anyone who is unclean from the touch of the dead; 3 Male
or female they are to be put outside the tent-circle, so that they may not
make unclean my resting-place among them. 4 So the children of Israel did
as the Lord had said to Moses, and put them outside the tent-circle. 5 And
the Lord said to Moses, 6 Say to the children of Israel, If a man or a woman
does any of the sins of men, going against the word of the Lord, and is in
the wrong; 7 Let them say openly what they have done; and make payment
for the wrong done, with the addition of a fifth part, and give it to him to
whom the wrong was done. 8 But if the man has no relation to whom the
payment may be made, then the payment for sin made to the Lord will be
the priest's, in addition to the sheep offered to take away his sin. 9And every
offering lifted up of all the holy things which the children of Israel give to
the priest, will be his. 10And everyman's holy things will be his: whatever a
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man gives to the priest will be his. 11And the Lord said toMoses, 12Say to the
children of Israel, If any man's wife does wrong, sinning against him 13 By
taking as her lover anotherman, and keeps it secret so that her husband has
no knowledge of it, and there is no witness against her, and she is not taken
in the act; 14 If the spirit of doubt comes into her husband's heart, and he has
doubts of his wife, with good cause; or if he has doubts of her without cause:
15 Then let him take her to the priest, offering for her the tenth part of an
ephah of barley meal, without oil or perfume; for it is a meal offering of a
bitter spirit, a meal offering keeping wrongdoing in mind. 16And the priest
will make her come near and put her before the Lord; 17And the priest will
take holy water in a pot and put in it dust from the floor of the House; 18And
he will make the woman come before the Lord with her hair loose, and will
put the meal offering, the offering of a bitter spirit, in her hands; and the
priest will take in his hand the bitter water causing the curse; 19And he will
make her take an oath, and say to her, If no man has been your lover and
you have not beenwith another in place of your husband, you are free from
this bitter water causing the curse; 20 But if you have been with another in
place of your husband andhavemade yourself uncleanwith a lover: 21Then
the priest will put the oath of the curse on the woman, and say to her, May
the Lord make you a curse and an oath among your people, sending on you
wasting of the legs and disease of the stomach; 22And this water of the curse
will go into your body, causing disease of your stomach and wasting of your
legs: and the woman will say, So be it. 23And the priest will put these curses
in abook,washing out thewritingwith the bitterwater; 24Andhewill give to
thewoman the bitter water for drink; and the bitter water causing the curse
will go into her. 25And the priest will take from her hand the meal offering
of doubt, waving it before the Lord, and will take it to the altar; 26 And he
will take some of it in his hand, burning it on the altar as a sign, and then he
will give the woman the bitter water. 27And it will be that if the woman has
becomeunclean, sinning against her husband,when shehas taken the bitter
water it will go into her body, causing disease of the stomach andwasting of
the legs, and she will be a curse among her people. 28But if she is clean she
will be free and will have offspring. 29This is the law for testing a wife who
goes with another in place of her husband and becomes unclean; 30Or for a
husbandwho, in a bitter spirit, has doubts in his heart about hiswife; let him
take her to the priest, who will put in force this law. 31Then the man will be
free from all wrong, and the woman's sin will be on her.

6
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel, If a man or a

woman takes an oath to keep himself separate and give himself to the Lord;
3He is to keep himself fromwine and strong drink, and take no mixed wine
or strong drink or any drink made from grapes, or any grapes, green or dry.
4All the time he is separate he may take nothing made from the grape-vine,
from its seeds to its skin. 5All the time he is under his oath let no blade come
near his head; till the days while he is separate are ended he is holy and his
hair may not be cut. 6All the time he is separate he may not come near any
dead body. 7He may not make himself unclean for his father or his mother,
his sister or his brother, if death comes to them; because he is under an oath
to keep himself separate for God. 8 All the time he is separate he is holy to
the Lord. 9 If death comes suddenly to a man at his side, so that he becomes
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unclean, let his hair be cut off on the day when he is made clean, on the
seventh day. 10And on the eighth day let him take to the priest, at the door of
the Tent of meeting, two doves or two young pigeons; 11And the priest will
give one for a sin-offering and the other for a burned offering to take away
the sinwhich cameonhimonaccount of the dead, andhewillmakehis head
holy that same day. 12And hewill give to the Lord his days of being separate,
offering a he-lamb of the first year as an offering for error: but the earlier
dayswill be a loss, because he became unclean. 13And this is the law for him
who is separate,when thenecessarydaysareended: he is to come to thedoor
of the Tent of meeting, 14And make his offering to the Lord; one he-lamb of
the first year, without amark, for a burned offering, and one female lamb of
thefirst year,without amark, for a sin-offering, and onemale sheep,without
a mark, for peace-offerings, 15 And a basket of unleavened bread, cakes of
the best meal mixed with oil, and thin unleavened cakes covered with oil,
with theirmeal offering and drink offerings. 16And the priest will take them
before the Lord, andmake his sin-offering and his burned offering; 17Giving
the sheep of the peace-offerings,with the basket of unleavenedbread; and at
the same time, the priest will make his meal offering and his drink offering.
18 Then let his long hair, the sign of his oath, be cut off at the door of the
Tent of meeting, and let him put it on the fire on which the peace-offerings
are burning. 19And the priest will take the cooked leg of the sheep and one
unleavened cake and one thin cake out of the basket, and put them on the
hands of the separate one after his hair has been cut, 20Waving them for a
wave offering before the Lord; this is holy for the priest, together with the
waved breast and the leg which is lifted up; after that, the man may take
wine. 21 This is the law for him who takes an oath to keep himself separate,
and for his offering to the Lord on that account, in addition to what he may
be able to get; this is the law of his oath, which he will have to keep. 22And
the Lord said to Moses, 23 Say to Aaron and his sons, These are the words of
blessing which are to be used by you in blessing the children of Israel; say to
them, 24May the Lord sendhis blessing on you and keep you: 25May the light
of the Lord's face be shining on you in grace: 26May the Lord's approval be
resting on you andmayhe give youpeace. 27So theywill putmynameon the
children of Israel, and I will give themmy blessing.

7
1And when Moses had put up the House completely, and had put oil on it

and made it holy, with all the things in it, and had made the altar and all its
vessels holy with oil; 2 Then the chiefs of Israel, the heads of their fathers'
houses, made offerings; these were the chiefs of the tribes, who were over
those who were numbered. 3And they came with their offerings before the
Lord, six covered carts and twelve oxen; a cart for every two of the chiefs,
and for every one an ox. 4And the Lord said toMoses, 5Take the things from
them, to be used for the work of the Tent of meeting; and give them to the
Levites, to every man what is needed for his work. 6 So Moses took the carts
and the oxen and gave them to the Levites. 7 Two carts and four oxen he
gave to the sons of Gershon for theirwork; 8And four carts and eight oxenhe
gave to the sons ofMerari for their work, under the direction of Ithamar, the
son of Aaron the priest. 9But to the sons of Kohath he gave nothing; because
they had the care of the holy place, taking it about on their backs. 10And the
chiefs gaveanoffering for thealtar on thedaywhen theholyoilwasput on it;
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they made their offering before the altar. 11And the Lord said to Moses, Let
every chief on his day give his offering tomake the altar holy. 12And hewho
madehisofferingon thefirstdaywasNahshon, the sonofAmminadab, of the
tribe of Judah: 13And his offering was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty
shekels inweight, one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy
place; the twoof them full of the bestmealmixedwith oil for ameal offering;
14One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of spice for burning; 15One young ox,
one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 16One
male of the goats for a sin-offering; 17And for the peace-offerings, two oxen,
five male sheep, five he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year: this was the
offering of Nahshon, the son of Amminadab. 18On the second day Nethanel,
the son of Zuar, chief of Issachar, made his offering: 19 He gave one silver
plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight, one silver basin of seventy
shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal
mixed with oil for a meal offering; 20One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of
spice; 21One young ox, one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for a
burned offering; 22 One male of the goats for a sin-offering; 23 And for the
peace-offerings, twooxen, fivemale sheep, fivehe-goats, fivehe-lambsof the
first year: this was the offering of Nethanel, the son of Zuar. 24On the third
day Eliab, the son of Helon, chief of the children of Zebulun: 25His offering
was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels inweight, one silver basin
of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two of them full of the
bestmealmixedwith oil for ameal offering; 26One gold spoonof ten shekels,
full of spice; 27One young ox, one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year,
for a burned offering; 28One male of the goats for a sin-offering; 29And for
the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep, five he-goats, five he-lambs
of the first year: this was the offering of Eliab, the son of Helon. 30 On the
fourth day Elizur, the son of Shedeur, chief of the children of Reuben: 31His
offering was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight, one
silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two of them
full of the best meal mixed with oil for a meal offering; 32One gold spoon of
ten shekels, full of spice; 33Oneyoung ox, onemale sheep, onehe-lambof the
first year, for a burned offering; 34One male of the goats for a sin-offering;
35And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep, five he-goats, five
he-lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Elizur, the son of Shedeur.
36On the fifth day Shelumiel, the son of Zurishaddai, chief of the children of
Simeon: 37His offering was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in
weight, one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the
two of them full of the best meal mixed with oil for a meal offering; 38One
gold spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 39One young ox, onemale sheep, one
he-lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 40One male of the goats for
a sin-offering; 41And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, fivemale sheep, five
he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Shelumiel,
the son of Zurishaddai. 42On the sixth day Eliasaph, the son of Reuel, chief
of the children of Gad: 43His offering was one silver plate, a hundred and
thirty shekels in weight, one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of
the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal mixed with oil for a
meal offering; 44One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 45One young ox,
one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 46One
male of the goats for a sin-offering; 47And for the peace-offerings, two oxen,
five male sheep, five he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year: this was the
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offering of Eliasaph, the son of Reuel 48On the seventh day Elishama, the son
of Ammihud, chief of the children of Ephraim: 49His offering was one silver
plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight, one silver basin of seventy
shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal
mixed with oil for a meal offering; 50One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of
spice; 51One young ox, one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for a
burned offering; 52 One male of the goats for a sin-offering; 53 And for the
peace-offerings, twooxen, fivemale sheep, fivehe-goats, fivehe-lambsof the
first year: this was the offering of Elishama, the son of Ammihud. 54On the
eighth day Gamaliel, the son of Pedahzur, chief of the children of Manasseh:
55His offering was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight,
one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two
of them full of the best meal mixed with oil for a meal offering; 56One gold
spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 57One young ox, one male sheep, one he-
lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 58 One male of the goats for a
sin-offering; 59 And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep, five
he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Gamaliel,
the son of Pedahzur. 60 On the ninth day Abidan, the son of Gideoni, chief
of the children of Benjamin: 61His offering was one silver plate, a hundred
and thirty shekels in weight, one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale
of the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal mixed with oil for a
meal offering; 62One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 63One young ox,
one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year for a burned offering; 64One
male of the goats for a sin-offering; 65And for the peace-offerings, two oxen,
five male sheep, five he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year: this was the
offering of Abidan, the son of Gideoni. 66On the tenth day Ahiezer; the son
of Ammishaddai, chief of the children of Dan: 67His offering was one silver
plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight, one silver basin of seventy
shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two of them full of the best meal
mixed with oil for a meal offering; 68One gold spoon of ten shekels, full of
spice; 69One young ox, one male sheep, one he-lamb of the first year, for a
burned offering; 70 One male of the goats for a sin-offering; 71 And for the
peace-offerings, twooxen, fivemale sheep, fivehe-goats, fivehe-lambsof the
first year: thiswas the offering of Ahiezer, the son of Ammishaddai. 72On the
eleventh day Pagiel, the son of Ochran, chief of the children of Asher: 73His
offering was one silver plate; a hundred and thirty shekels in weight, one
silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two of them
full of the best meal mixed with oil for a meal offering; 74One gold spoon of
ten shekels, full of spice; 75Oneyoung ox, onemale sheep, onehe-lambof the
first year, for a burned offering; 76One male of the goats for a sin-offering;
77And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep, five he-goats, five
he-lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Pagiel, the son of Ochran.
78On the twelfth dayAhira, the son of Enan, chief of the children ofNaphtali:
79His offering was one silver plate, a hundred and thirty shekels in weight,
one silver basin of seventy shekels, by the scale of the holy place; the two
of them full of the best meal mixed with oil for a meal offering; 80One gold
spoon of ten shekels, full of spice; 81One young ox, one male sheep, one he-
lamb of the first year, for a burned offering; 82 One male of the goats for a
sin-offering; 83 And for the peace-offerings, two oxen, five male sheep, five
he-goats, fivehe-lambsof thefirst year: thiswas theofferingofAhira, the son
of Enan. 84Thesewere the offerings given for the altar by the chiefs of Israel,
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when the holy oil was put on it: twelve silver plates, twelve silver basins,
twelve gold spoons; 85 The weight of every silver plate was a hundred and
thirty shekels, and of every basin seventy; the weight of all the silver of the
vessels was two thousand and four hundred shekels, by the scale of the holy
place; 86 The weight of the twelve gold spoons of spice for burning was ten
shekels for every one, by the scale of the holy place; all the gold of the spoons
was a hundred and twenty shekels; 87All the oxen, for the burned offering
were twelve, the male sheep twelve, the he-lambs of the first year twelve,
with their meal offering; and the males of the goats for sin-offering twelve;
88And all the oxen for the peace-offerings, twenty-four oxen, themale sheep
sixty, and the he-goats sixty, the he-lambs of the first year sixty. This was
given for the altar after the holy oil was put on it. 89And when Moses went
into theTent ofmeeting tohave talkwithhim, then theVoice came tohis ears
from over the cover which was on the ark of witness, from between the two
winged ones. And he had talk with him.

8
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to Aaron, When you put the lights in

their places, the seven lights will give light in front of the support. 3 And
Aaron did so; he put the lights in their places so that they gave light in front
of the support, as the Lord gave orders to Moses. 4The support for the lights
was of hammered goldwork, from its base to its flowers it was of hammered
work; from the design which the Lord had given to Moses, he made the
support for the lights. 5 And the Lord said to Moses, 6 Take the Levites out
from among the children of Israel and make them clean. 7 And this is how
you are to make them clean: let the holy water which takes away sin be put
on them, and let the hair all over their bodies be cut off with a sharp blade,
and let their clothingbewashedand their bodiesmade clean. 8Then let them
take a young ox and itsmeal offering, crushed grainmixedwith oil, and take
another ox for a sin-offering. 9Andmake the Levites come forward in front
of the Tent ofmeeting, and let all the children of Israel come together: 10And
you are to take the Levites before the Lord: and the children of Israel are to
put their hands on them: 11 And Aaron is to give the Levites to the Lord as
a wave offering from the children of Israel, so that they may do the Lord's
work. 12And the Levites are to put their hands on the heads of the oxen, and
one of the oxen is to be offered for a sin-offering and the other for a burned
offering to the Lord to take away the sin of the Levites. 13 Then the Levites
are to be put before Aaron and his sons, to be offered as a wave offering to
the Lord. 14 So you are to make the Levites separate from the children of
Israel, and the Levites will be mine. 15After that, the Levites will go in to do
whatever has to be done in the Tent of meeting; you are to make them clean
and give them as a wave offering. 16 For they have been given to me from
among the children of Israel; in place of every mother's first son, the first to
come to birth in Israel, I have taken them for myself. 17 For every mother's
first son among the children of Israel is mine, the first male birth of man or
beast: on the day when I sent death on all the first sons in the land of Egypt,
I made them mine. 18 And in place of the first sons among the children of
Israel, I have taken the Levites. 19And I have given them to Aaron and to his
sons, from among the children of Israel, to undertake for them all the work
of the Tent of meeting, and to take away sin from the children of Israel so
that no evil may come on them when they come near the holy place. 20All
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these thingsMoses andAaron and the children of Israel did to the Levites; as
the Lord gave orders toMoses about the Levites, so the children of Israel did.
21And the Levitesweremade clean from sin, and their clothingwaswashed,
and Aaron gave them for a wave offering before the Lord; and Aaron took
away their sin and made them clean. 22And then the Levites went in to do
their work in the Tent of meeting before Aaron and his sons: all the orders
which theLordhadgivenMosesabout theLeviteswereput intoeffect. 23And
the Lord said toMoses, 24This is the rule for the Levites: those of twenty-five
years old and over are to go in and do thework of the Tent of meeting; 25But
after they are fifty years old, they are to give up their work and do nomore;
26But bewith their brothers in the Tent ofmeeting, taking care of it but doing
no work. This is what you are to do in connection with the Levites and their
work.

9
1And the Lord said to Moses, in the waste land of Sinai, in the first month

of the second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt, 2 Let the
children of Israel keep the Passover at its regular time. 3 In the fourteenth
day of this month, at evening, you are to keep it at the regular time, and in
theway ordered in the law. 4AndMoses gave orders to the children of Israel
to keep the Passover. 5 So they kept the Passover in the first month, on the
fourteenth day of the month, at evening, in the waste land of Sinai: as the
Lord gave orders to Moses, so the children of Israel did. 6 And there were
certain men who were unclean because of a dead body, so that they were
not able to keep the Passover on that day; and they came before Moses and
before Aaron on that day: 7And these men said to him, We have been made
unclean by the dead body of a man; why may we not make the offering of
the Lord at the regular time among the children of Israel? 8And Moses said
to them, Do nothing till the Lord gives me directions about you. 9 And the
Lord said toMoses, 10Say to the children of Israel, If any one of you or of your
families is uncleanbecauseof adeadbody, or is ona journey far away, still he
is to keep the Passover to the Lord: 11 In the secondmonth, on the fourteenth
day, in the evening, they are to keep it, taking it with unleavened bread and
bitter-tastingplants; 12Nothingof it is tobekept till themorning, andnobone
of it is to be broken: they are to keep it by the rules of the Passover. 13But the
manwho, not being unclean or on a journey, does not keep the Passover, will
be cut off fromhispeople: becausehedidnotmake theofferingof theLordat
the regular time, his sinwill be onhim. 14And if aman fromanother country
is among you and has a desire to keep the Passover to the Lord, let him do as
is ordered in the law of the Passover: there is to be the same rule for theman
from another nation and for him who had his birth in the land. 15 And on
the day when the House was put up, the cloud came down on it, on the Tent
of witness; and in the evening there was a light like fire over the House till
the morning. 16And so it was at all times: it was covered by the cloud, and
by a light as of fire by night. 17And whenever the cloud was taken up from
over the House, then the children of Israel went journeying on; and in the
place where the cloud came to rest, there the children of Israel put up their
tents. 18At the order of the Lord the children of Israel went forward, and at
the order of the Lord they put up their tents: as long as the cloudwas resting
on the House, they did not go away from that place. 19When the cloud was
resting on the House for a long time the children of Israel, waiting for the
order of the Lord, did not go on. 20 Sometimes the cloud was resting on the
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House for two or three days; then, by the order of the Lord, they kept their
tents in that place, and when the Lord gave the order they went on. 21And
sometimes the cloudwas there only fromevening tomorning; andwhen the
cloud was taken up in the morning they went on their journey again: or if
it was resting there by day and by night, whenever the cloud was taken up
they went forward. 22Or if the cloud came to rest on the House for two days
or amonth or a year without moving, the children of Israel went on waiting
there and did not go on; butwhenever it was taken up theywent forward on
their journey. 23At the word of the Lord they put up their tents, and at the
word of the Lord they went forward on their journey: they kept the orders
of the Lord as he gave them byMoses.

10
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2Make two silver horns of hammered work,

to be used for getting the people together and to give the sign for themoving
of the tents. 3When they are sounded, all the people are to come together to
you at the door of the Tent of meeting. 4 If only one of them is sounded, then
the chiefs, the heads of the thousands of Israel, are to come to you. 5When a
loud note is sounded, the tents placed on the east side are to go forward. 6At
the soundof a second loudnote, the tents on the south side are to go forward:
the loud note will be the sign to go forward. 7But when all the people are to
come together, the horn is to be sounded but not loudly. 8The horns are to be
sounded by the sons of Aaron, the priests; this is to be a law for you for ever,
from generation to generation. 9 And if you go to war in your land against
any who do you wrong, then let the loud note of the horn be sounded; and
the Lord your God will keep you in mind and give you salvation from those
who are against you. 10 And on days of joy and on your regular feasts and
on the first day of every month, let the horns be sounded over your burned
offeringsandyourpeace-offerings; and theywill put theLord inmindofyou:
I am theLordyourGod. 11Now in the secondyear, on the twentiethdayof the
secondmonth, the cloud was taken up from over the Tent of witness. 12And
the children of Israel went on their journey out of the waste land of Sinai;
and the cloud came to rest in the waste land of Paran. 13They went forward
for the first time on their journey as the Lord had given orders by the hand
of Moses. 14 First the flag of the children of Judah went forward with their
armies: and at the head of his army was Nahshon, the son of Amminadab.
15And at the head of the army of the children of Issachar was Nethanel, the
son of Zuar. 16 And at the head of the army of the children of Zebulun was
Eliab, the son of Helon. 17 Then the House was taken down; and the sons of
Gershonand the sonsofMerari,whowereresponsible formoving theHouse,
went forward. 18Then the flag of the children of Reuben went forward with
their armies: and at the head of his army was Elizur, the son of Shedeur.
19And at the head of the army of the children of Simeon was Shelumiel, the
son of Zurishaddai. 20 At the head of the army of the children of Gad was
Eliasaph, the sonofReuel. 21Then theKohathiteswent forwardwith theholy
place; the others put up the House ready for their coming. 22Then the flag of
the children of Ephraim went forward with their armies: and at the head
of his army was Elishama, the son of Ammihud. 23At the head of the army
of the children of Manasseh was Gamaliel, the son of Pedahzur. 24 At the
head of the armyof the children of BenjaminwasAbidan, the son ofGideoni.
25 And the flag of the children of Dan, whose tents were moved last of all,
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went forward with their armies: and at the head of his army was Ahiezer,
the son of Ammishaddai. 26At the head of the army of the children of Asher
was Pagiel, the son of Ochran. 27And at the head of the army of the children
of Naphtali was Ahira, the son of Enan. 28 This was the order in which the
children of Israel were journeying by armies; so they went forward. 29Then
Moses said to Hobab, the son of his father-in-law Reuel the Midianite, We
are journeying to that place of which the Lord has said, I will give it to you:
so comewith us, and it will be for your profit: for the Lord has good things in
store for Israel. 30But he said, I will not gowith you, I will go back to the land
ofmybirth and tomyrelations. 31Andhe said, Donot go fromus; for youwill
be eyes for us, guiding us to the right places in the waste land to put up our
tents. 32And if you come with us, we will give you a part in whatever good
the Lord does for us. 33 So they went forward three days' journey from the
mountain of the Lord; and the ark of the Lord's agreement went three days'
journey before them, looking for a resting-place for them; 34And by day the
cloud of the Lord went over them, when they went forward from the place
where they had put up their tents. 35Andwhen the arkwent forwardMoses
said, Come up, O Lord, and let the armies of those who are against you be
broken, and let your haters go in flight before you. 36And when it came to
rest, he said, Take rest, O Lord, and give a blessing to the families of Israel.

11
1Now the people were saying evil against the Lord; and the Lord, hearing

it, was angry and sent fire on them, burning the outer parts of the tent-
circle. 2 And the people made an outcry to Moses, and Moses made prayer
to the Lord, and the fire was stopped. 3 So that place was named Taberah,
because of the fire of the Lord which had been burning among them. 4And
the mixed band of people who went with them were overcome by desire:
and the children of Israel, weeping again, said, Who will give us flesh for
our food? 5 Sweet is the memory of the fish we had in Egypt for nothing,
and the fruit and green plants of every sort, sharp and pleasing to the taste:
6But now our soul is wasted away; there is nothing at all: we have nothing
but this manna before our eyes. 7Now the manna was like a seed of grain,
like small clear drops. 8 The people went about taking it up from the earth,
crushing it between stones or hammering it to powder, and boiling it in pots,
and theymade cakes of it: its tastewas like the taste of cakes cookedwith oil.
9When thedewcamedownon the tents at night, themanna camedownwith
it. 10And at the sound of the people weeping, everyman at his tent-door, the
wrath of the Lordwas great, andMoseswas very angry. 11AndMoses said to
the Lord,Why have you doneme this evil? andwhy have I not grace in your
eyes, that you have put on me the care of all this people? 12Am I the father
of all this people? have I given them birth, that you say to me, Take them in
your arms, like a child at the breast, to the land which you gave by an oath
to their fathers? 13Where am I to get flesh to give to all this people? For they
are weeping to me and saying, Give us flesh for our food. 14 I am not able by
myself to take the weight of all this people, for it is more than my strength.
15 If this is to be my fate, put me to death now in answer to my prayer, if I
have grace in your eyes; and let me not see my shame. 16And the Lord said
to Moses, Send for seventy of the responsible men of Israel, who are in your
opinionmenofweight andauthorityover thepeople;make themcome to the
Tent ofmeeting andbe therewith you. 17And Iwill comedownandhave talk
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with you there: and Iwill take someof the spiritwhich is on you andput it on
them, and they will take part of the weight of the people off you, so that you
do not have to take it by yourself. 18And say to the people, Make yourselves
clean before tomorrow and youwill have flesh for your food: for in the ears
of the Lord you have been weeping and saying, Who will give us flesh for
food? for we were well off in Egypt: and so the Lord will give you flesh, and
it will be your food; 19Not for one day only, or even for five or ten or twenty
days; 20 But every day for a month, till you are tired of it, turning from it in
disgust: because you have gone against the Lord who is with you, and have
been weeping before him saying, Why did we come out of Egypt? 21 Then
Moses said, The people, among whom I am, are six hundred thousand men
on foot; and you have said, I will give themflesh to be their food for amonth.
22Are flocks and herds to be put to death for them? or are all the fish in the
sea to be got together so that theymay be full? 23And the Lord said toMoses,
Has the Lord's hand become short? Now youwill see if myword comes true
for you or not. 24And Moses went out and gave the people the words of the
Lord: andhe took seventy of the responsiblemenof thepeople, placing them
round the Tent. 25Then the Lord came down in the cloud and had talk with
him, and put on the seventy men some of the spirit which was on him: now
when the spirit came to rest on them, they were like prophets, but only at
that time. 26 But two men were still in the tent-circle one of them named
Eldad and the other Medad: and the spirit came to rest on them; they were
among those who had been sent for, but they had not gone out to the Tent:
and theprophet's power cameon them in the tent-circle. 27Andayoungman
went running to Moses and said, Eldad andMedad are acting as prophets in
the tent-circle. 28Then Joshua, the son of Nun, who had beenMoses' servant
from the timewhen hewas a child, said, My lordMoses, let thembe stopped.
29 And Moses said to him, Are you moved by envy on my account? If only
all the Lord's people were prophets, and the Lord might put his spirit on
them! 30 Then Moses, with the responsible men of Israel, went back to the
tent-circle. 31 Then the Lord sent a wind, driving little birds from the sea,
so that they came down on the tents, and all round the tent-circle, about a
day's journey on this side and on that, in masses about two cubits high over
the face of the earth. 32And all that day and all night and the day after, the
people were taking up the birds; the smallest amount which anyone got was
ten homers: and they put them out all round the tents. 33But while themeat
was still between their teeth, before it was tasted, the wrath of the Lord was
moved against the people and he sent a great outburst of disease on them.
34So that placewas named Kibroth-hattaavah; because there they put in the
earth the bodies of the people who had given way to their desires. 35 From
Kibroth-hattaavah the people went on to Hazeroth; and there they put up
their tents.

12
1Now Miriam and Aaron said evil against Moses, because of the Cushite

woman to whom he was married, for he had taken a Cushite woman as his
wife. 2And they said, Have the words of the Lord been given to Moses only?
have they not come to us? And the Lord took note of it. 3Now themanMoses
wasmore gentle than any otherman on earth. 4And suddenly the Lord said
toMoses andAaron andMiriam, Come out, you three, to the Tent ofmeeting.
And the three of them went out. 5 And the Lord came down in a pillar of
cloud, taking his place at the door of the Tent, and made Aaron and Miriam
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come before him. 6 And he said, Now give ear to my words: if there is a
prophet among you I will give him knowledge of myself in a vision and will
letmywords come to him in a dream. 7My servantMoses is not so; he is true
tome inallmyhouse: 8Withhim Iwill have talkmouth tomouth, openly and
not in dark sayings; and with his eyes he will see the form of the Lord: why
then had you no fear of saying evil againstmy servantMoses? 9And burning
with wrath against them, the Lord went away. 10And the cloud was moved
from over the Tent; and straight away Miriam became a leper, as white as
snow: andAaron, looking atMiriam, saw that shewas a leper. 11ThenAaron
said to Moses, O my lord, let not our sin be on our heads, for we have done
foolishly and are sinners. 12 Let her not be as one dead, whose flesh is half
wastedwhenhe comes out from thebodyof hismother. 13AndMoses, crying
to the Lord, said, Let my prayer come before you, O God, andmake her well.
14And the Lord said to Moses, If her father had put a mark of shame on her,
would she not be shamed for seven days? Let her be shut up outside the tent-
circle for seven days, and after that she may come in again. 15 So Miriam
was shut up outside the tent-circle for seven days: and the people did not
go forward on their journey till Miriam had come in again. 16After that, the
people went on from Hazeroth and put up their tents in the waste land of
Paran.

13
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Send men to get knowledge about the land

of Canaan, which I am giving to the children of Israel; from every tribe of
their fathers you are to send a man, every one a chief among them. 3 And
Moses sent them from the waste land of Paran as the Lord gave orders, all
of them men who were heads of the children of Israel. 4 And these were
their names: of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua, the son of Zaccur. 5 Of the
tribe of Simeon, Shaphat, the son of Hori. 6Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb, the
son of Jephunneh. 7Of the tribe of Issachar, Igal, the son of Joseph. 8Of the
tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea, the son of Nun. 9Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti,
the son of Raphu. 10Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel, the son of Sodi. 11Of
the tribe of Joseph, that is of the family of Manasseh, Gaddi, the son of Susi.
12 Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel, the son of Gemalli. 13 Of the tribe of Asher,
Sethur, the sonofMichael 14Of the tribe ofNaphtali, Nahbi, the sonofVophsi.
15Of the tribe of Gad, Gevel, the son of Machi. 16These are the names of the
men whomMoses sent to get knowledge about the land. And Moses gave to
Hoshea, the son of Nun, the name of Joshua. 17 So Moses sent them to have
a look at the land of Canaan, and said to them, Go up into the South and into
the hill-country; 18And see what the land is like; and if the people living in
it are strong or feeble, small or great in number; 19 And what sort of land
they are living in, if it is good or bad; and what their living-places are, tent-
circles or walled towns; 20 And if the land is fertile or poor, and if there is
wood in it or not. And be of good heart, and come back with some of the
produce of the land. Now it was the time when the first grapes were ready.
21 So they went up and got a view of the land, from the waste land of Zin to
Rehob, on the way to Hamath. 22 They went up into the South and came to
Hebron; and Ahiman and Sheshai and Talmai, the children of Anak, were
living there. (Now the building of Hebron took place seven years before that
of Zoan in Egypt.) 23And they came to the valley of Eshcol, and cutting down
avine-branchwith its grapes, twoof themtook it ona rodbetween them; and
they took some pomegranates and figs. 24 That place was named the valley
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of Eshcol because of the grapes which the children of Israel took from there.
25At the end of forty days they came back fromviewing the land. 26And they
cameback toMoses andAaron and all the children of Israel, to Kadesh in the
waste landofParan; andgaveanaccount to themand toall thepeople and let
themsee theproduceof the land. 27And theysaid,Wecame to the landwhere
you sent us, and truly it is flowing with milk and honey: and here is some of
theproduceof it. 28But thepeople living in the landare strong, and the towns
arewalled and very great; further, we saw the children of Anak there. 29And
the Amalekites are in the South; and the Hittites and the Jebusites and the
Amorites are living in the hill-country; and the Canaanites by the sea and by
the side of Jordan. 30Then Calebmade signs to the people to keep quiet, and
said to Moses, Let us go up straight away and take this land; for we are well
able to overcome it. 31But the men who had gone up with him said, We are
not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we. 32 And
they gave the children of Israel a bad account of the land they had been to
see, saying, This land through which we went is a land causing destruction
to those living in it; and all the people we saw there are men of more than
common size. 33 There we saw those great men, the sons of Anak, offspring
of the Nephilim: and we seemed to ourselves no more than insects, and so
we seemed to them.

14
1 Then all the people gave load cries of grief, and all that night they gave

themselves up to weeping. 2And all the children of Israel, crying out against
Moses andAaron, said, If onlywehad come to our death in the land of Egypt,
or even in this waste land! 3Why is the Lord taking us into this land to come
to our death by the sword? Ourwives and our little oneswill get into strange
hands: would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt? 4And they said to
one another, Let us make a captain over us, and go back to Egypt. 5 Then
Moses andAaronwent downon their faces before themeeting of the people.
6And Joshua, the son of Nun, and Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, two of those
who had been to see the land, giving signs of grief, 7 Said to all the children
of Israel, This landwhichwewent through to see is a very good land. 8And if
theLordhasdelight inus, hewill takeus into this landandgive it to us, a land
flowingwithmilkandhoney. 9Only, donot goagainst theLordorgo in fearof
thepeople of the land, for theywill be our food; their strengthhasbeen taken
from themand the Lord iswith us: have no fear of them. 10But all the people
said they were to be stoned. Then the glory of the Lord was seen in the Tent
ofmeeting, before the eyes of all the childrenof Israel. 11And theLord said to
Moses, How longwill this people have no respect forme? how longwill they
bewithout faith, in the face of all the signs I have done among them? 12 I will
senddisease on them for their destruction, and take away their heritage, and
Iwillmake of you a nation greater and stronger than they. 13AndMoses said
to the Lord, Then it will come to the ears of the Egyptians; for by your power
you took this people out from among them; 14And they will give the news to
the people of this land: they have had word that you, Lord, are present with
this people, letting yourself be seen face to face, and that your cloud is resting
over them, and that you go before them in a pillar of cloud by day and in a
pillar of fire by night. 15Now if you put to death all this people as one man,
then the nations who have had word of your glory will say, 16 Because the
Lordwas not able to take this people into the landwhich hemade an oath to
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give them, he sent destruction on them in thewaste land. 17So now,maymy
prayer come before you, and let the power of the Lord be great, as you said:
18TheLord is slow towrath andgreat inmercy, overlookingwrongdoing and
evil, and will not let wrongdoers go free; sending punishment on children
for the sins of their fathers, to the third and fourth generation. 19May the
sin of this people have forgiveness, in the measure of your great mercy, as
you have had mercy on them from Egypt up till now. 20And the Lord said, I
have had mercy, as you say: 21 But truly, as I am living, and as all the earth
will be full of the glory of the Lord; 22Because all thesemen, having seenmy
glory and the signs which I have done in Egypt and in the waste land, still
have putme to the test ten times, and have not given ear tomy voice; 23They
will not see the land about which I made an oath to their fathers; not one
of these by whom I have not been honoured will see it. 24 But my servant
Caleb, because he had a different spirit in him, and has been true tomewith
all his heart, him I will take into that land into which he went, and his seed
will have it for their heritage. 25Now the Amalekites and the Canaanites are
in the valley; tomorrow, turning round, go into the waste land by the way
to the Red Sea. 26 Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 27How long am
I to put up with this evil people and their outcries against me? The words
which they say against me have come to my ears. 28 Say to them, By my life,
says the Lord, as certainly as your words have come to my ears, so certainly
will I do this to you: 29 Your dead bodies will be stretched out in this waste
land; and of all your number, all those of twenty years old and over who
have been crying out against me, 30Not one will come into the land which
I gave my word you would have for your resting-place, but only Caleb, the
son of Jephunneh, and Joshua, the son of Nun. 31And your little ones, whom
you said would come into strange hands, I will take in, and they will see the
land which you would not have. 32But as for you, your dead bodies will be
stretched in this waste land. 33And your children will be wanderers in the
waste land for forty years, undergoing punishment for your false ways, till
your bodies become dust in the waste land. 34And as you went through the
land viewing it for forty days, so for forty years, a year for every day, youwill
undergopunishment for yourwrongdoing, andyouwill see that I amagainst
you. 35 I the Lord have said it, and this Iwill certainly do to all this evil people
whohave come together againstme: in thiswaste landdestructionwill come
on them, anddeathwill be their fate. 36And themenwhomMoses sent to see
the land, andwho, by thebadaccount theygaveof the land,were the causeof
the outcry the people made against Moses, 37Those samemen who said evil
of the land, came to their death by disease before the Lord. 38 But Joshua,
the son of Nun, and Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, of those who went to see
the land, were not touched by disease. 39And when Moses put these words
before the children of Israel, the people were full of grief. 40And early in the
morning theygotupandwent to the topof themountain, saying,Wearehere
and we will go up to the place which the Lord said he would give us: for we
have done wrong. 41 And Moses said, Why are you now acting against the
Lord's order, seeing that no good will come of it? 42Go not up, for the Lord
is not with you, and you will be overcome by those who are fighting against
you. 43For the Amalekites and the Canaanites are there before you, and you
will be put to death by their swords: because you have gone back from the
wayof theLord, theLordwill not bewithyou. 44But theygavenoattention to
his words and went to the top of the mountain, thoughMoses and the ark of
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the Lord's agreement did not go out of the tent-circle. 45Then the Amalekites
came down, and the Canaanites who were living in the hill-country, and
overcame them completely, driving them back as far as Hormah.

15
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2Say to the children of Israel,When you have

come into the landwhich I am giving to you for your resting-place, 3And are
going tomake an offering byfire to the Lord, a burned offering or an offering
in connection with an oath, or an offering freely given, or at your regular
feasts, an offering for a sweet smell to the Lord, from the herd or the flock:
4Then let himwho is making his offering, give to the Lord ameal offering of
a tenth part of a measure of the best meal mixed with a fourth part of a hin
of oil: 5And for the drink offering, you are to give with the burned offering
or other offering, the fourth part of a hin of wine for every lamb. 6Or for a
male sheep, give as a meal offering two tenth parts of a measure of the best
meal mixed with a third part of a hin of oil: 7And for the drink offering give
a third part of a hin of wine, for a sweet smell to the Lord. 8And when you
make ready a young ox for a burned or other offering, or for the effecting
of an oath, or for peace-offerings to the Lord: 9Then with the ox give a meal
offering of three tenth parts of a measure of the best meal mixed with half a
hin of oil. 10And for the drink offering: give half a hin ofwine, for anoffering
made by fire for a sweet smell to the Lord. 11 This is to be done for every
young ox and for every male sheep or he-lamb or young goat. 12Whatever
number youmake ready, so you are to do for every one. 13All those who are
Israelites by birth are to do these things in this way, when giving an offering
made by fire of a sweet smell to the Lord. 14 And if a man from another
country or any other person living among you, through all your generations,
has the desire to give an offeringmade byfire of a sweet smell to the Lord, let
himdo as youdo. 15There is to be one law for you and for themanof another
country living with you, one law for ever from generation to generation; as
you are, so is he to be before the Lord. 16 The law and the rule are to be the
same for you and for those from other lands livingwith you. 17And the Lord
said to Moses, 18 Say to the children of Israel, When you come into the land
where I am guiding you, 19 Then, when you take for your food the produce
of the land, you are to give an offering lifted up before the Lord. 20 Of the
first of your rough meal you are to give a cake for a lifted offering, lifting
it up before the Lord as the offering of the grain-floor is lifted up. 21 From
generation to generation you are to give to the Lord a lifted offering from
the first of your rough meal. 22 And if in error you go against any of these
laws which the Lord has given to Moses, 23All the laws which the Lord has
given you by the hand ofMoses, from the daywhen the Lord gave them, and
ever after from generation to generation; 24 Then, if the wrong is done in
error, without the knowledge of themeeting of the people, let all themeeting
give a young ox as a burned offering, a sweet smell to the Lord, with its meal
offering and its drink offering, as is ordered in the law, together with a he-
goat for a sin-offering. 25 So the priest will make the people free from sin,
and theywill have forgiveness; for it was an error, and they have given their
offering made by fire to the Lord, and their sin-offering before the Lord, on
account of their error: 26And all themeeting of the children of Israel, aswell
as those fromother lands livingamong them,willhave forgiveness; for itwas
an error on the part of the people. 27And if one person does wrong, without
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being conscious of it, then let him give a she-goat of the first year for a sin-
offering. 28And the priest will take away the sin of the person who has done
wrong, if the wrong was done unconsciously, and he will have forgiveness.
29 The law in connection with wrong done unconsciously is to be the same
for him who is an Israelite by birth and for the man from another country
who is living among them. 30But the person who does wrong in the pride of
his heart, if he is one of you or of another nation by birth, is acting without
respect for the Lord, andwill be cut off fromhis people. 31Because he hadno
respect for the word of the Lord, and did not keep his law, that man will be
cut offwithoutmercy andhis sinwill be onhim. 32Nowwhile the children of
Israel were in the waste land, they saw a man who was getting sticks on the
Sabbath day. 33And thosewho sawhim getting sticks took him beforeMoses
andAaron and all the people. 34And they had him shut up, because they had
no directions about what was to be done with him. 35 Then the Lord said to
Moses, Certainly the man is to be put to death: let him be stoned by all the
people outside the tent-circle. 36 So all the people took him outside the tent-
circle and he was stoned to death there, as the Lord gave orders to Moses.
37And the Lord said to Moses, 38Say to the children of Israel that through all
their generations they are to put on the edges of their robes an ornament of
twisted threads, and in every ornament a blue cord; 39 So that, looking on
these ornaments, youmay keep inmind the orders of the Lord and do them;
and not be guided by the desires of your hearts and eyes, throughwhich you
have been untrue tome: 40And that youmay keep inmind allmy orders and
do them and be holy to your God. 41 I am the Lord your God, who took you
out of the land of Egypt, so that I might be your God: I am the Lord your God.

16
1 Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, with

Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Pallu, the son of
Reuben, made themselves ready, 2 And came before Moses, with certain of
the childrenof Israel, twohundredandfifty chiefs of thepeople,menof good
name who had a place in the meeting of the people. 3 They came together
against Moses and against Aaron, and said to them, You take overmuch on
yourselves, seeing that all the people are holy, every one of them, and the
Lord is among them; why then have you put yourselves in authority over
the people of the Lord? 4 And Moses, hearing this, went down on his face;
5And he said to Korah and his band, In themorning the Lordwillmake clear
who are his, and who is holy, and who may come near him: the man of his
selection will be caused to come near him. 6 So do this: let Korah and all his
band take vessels for burning perfumes; 7And put spices on the fire in them
before the Lord tomorrow; then the man marked out by the Lord will be
holy: you take overmuchonyourselves, you sons of Levi. 8AndMoses said to
Korah, Give earnow, you sons of Levi: 9Does it seemonly a small thing to you
that the God of Israel has made you separate from the rest of Israel, letting
you come near himself to do the work of the House of the Lord, and to take
your place before the people to do what has to be done for them; 10 Letting
you, and all your brothers the sons of Levi, come near to him? and would
you now be priests? 11 So you and all your band have come together against
the Lord; and Aaron, who is he, that you are crying out against him? 12Then
Moses sent for Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab: and they said, We will
not come up: 13 Is it not enough that you have taken us from a land flowing
with milk and honey, to put us to death in the waste land, but now you are
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desiring to make yourself a chief over us? 14And more than this, you have
not taken us into a land flowing with milk and honey, or given us a heritage
of fields and vine-gardens: will you put out the eyes of these men? We will
not come up. 15 Then Moses was very angry, and said to the Lord, Give no
attention to their offering: not one of their asses have I taken, or donewrong
to any of them. 16 And Moses said to Korah, You and all your band are to
come before the Lord tomorrow, you and they and Aaron: 17And let every
man take a vessel for burning perfumes, and put sweet spices in them; let
every man take his vessel before the Lord, two hundred and fifty vessels;
you and Aaron and everyonewith his vessel. 18So everyman took his vessel
and they put fire in them, with spices, and came to the door of the Tent of
meeting with Moses and Aaron. 19 And Korah made all the people come
together against them to the door of the Tent ofmeeting: and the glory of the
Lord was seen by all the people. 20 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron,
21Come out from among this people, so that I may send sudden destruction
on them. 22 Then falling down on their faces they said, O God, the God of
the spirits of all flesh, because of one man's sin will your wrath be moved
against all the people? 23 And the Lord said to Moses, 24 Say to the people,
Come away from the tent of Korah Dathan, and Abiram. 25 So Moses got up
andwent toDathanandAbiram, and the responsiblemenof Israelwentwith
him. 26 And he said to the people, Come away now from the tents of these
evil men, without touching anything of theirs, or you may be taken in the
punishment of their sins. 27So on every side theywent away from the tent of
Korah Dathan, and Abiram: and Dathan and Abiram came out to the door of
their tents, with theirwives and their sons and their little ones. 28AndMoses
said, Now you will see that the Lord has sent me to do all these works, and
I have not done them of myself. 29 If these men have the common death of
men, or if the natural fate of all men overtakes them, then the Lord has not
sent me. 30 But if the Lord does something new, opening the earth to take
them in, with everything which is theirs, and they go down living into the
underworld, then it will be clear to you that the Lord has not been honoured
by these men. 31 And while these words were on his lips, the earth under
them was parted in two; 32 And the earth, opening her mouth, took them
in, with their families, and all the men who were joined to Korah, and their
goods. 33 So they and all theirs went down living into the underworld, and
the earthwas shut over them, and theywere cut off fromamong themeeting
of the people. 34And all Israel round about them went in flight at their cry,
For fear, said they, that we go down into the heart of the earth. 35 Then fire
cameout fromtheLord, burningup the twohundredandfiftymenwhowere
offering the perfume. 36 And the Lord said to Moses, 37 Say to Eleazar, the
son of Aaron the priest, that he is to take out of the flames the vessels with
the perfumes in them, turning the fire out of them, for they are holy; 38And
let the vessels of those men, who with their lives have made payment for
their sin, be hammered out into plates as a cover for the altar; for they have
been offered before the Lord and are holy; so that they may be a sign to the
children of Israel. 39 So Eleazar the priest took the brass vessels which had
been offered by those who were burned up, and they were hammered out
to make a cover for the altar: 40To be a sign, kept in memory for ever by the
children of Israel, that no man who is not of the seed of Aaron has the right
of burning spices before the Lord, so that he may not be like Korah and his
band: as the Lord said to him by the mouth of Moses. 41But on the day after,
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all the children of Israel made an outcry against Moses and against Aaron,
saying, You have put to death the Lord's people. 42Nowwhen the people had
come together against Moses and Aaron, looking in the direction of the Tent
of meeting, they saw the cloud covering it, and the glory of the Lord came
before their eyes. 43 Then Moses and Aaron came to the front of the Tent of
meeting. 44And the Lord said toMoses, 45Come out from among this people,
so that Imay send suddendestructionon them. And theywentdownon their
faces. 46AndMoses said to Aaron, Take your vessel and put in it fire from the
altar, and sweet spices, and take it quickly into the meeting of the people,
and make them free from sin: for wrath has gone out from the Lord, and
the disease is starting. 47And at the words of Moses, Aaron took his vessel,
and went running among the people; and even then the disease had made
a start among them; and he put spices in his vessel to take away the sin of
the people. 48And he took his place between the dead and the living: and the
diseasewas stopped. 49Now fourteen thousand, sevenhundred deathswere
caused by that disease, in addition to thosewho came to their end because of
what Korah had done. 50 Then Aaron went back to Moses to the door of the
Tent of meeting: and the disease came to a stop.

17
1And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Say to the children of Israel that they are to

give you rods, one for every family, for every chief, the head of his father's
house,making twelve rods; let everyman's name be placed on his rod. 3And
let Aaron's name be placed on the rod of Levi: for there is to be one rod for
the head of every family. 4And let them be stored up in the Tent of meeting,
in front of the ark of witness where I come to you. 5And the rod of that man
who ismarked out byme formyselfwill have buds on it; so Iwill put a stop to
the outcries which the children of Israel make to me against you. 6 SoMoses
gave these orders to the children of Israel, and all their chiefs gave him rods,
one for the head of every family, making twelve rods: and Aaron's rod was
among them. 7AndMoses put the rods before the Lord in the Tent ofwitness.
8Now on the day after, Moses went into the Tent of witness; and he saw that
Aaron's rod, the rod of the house of Levi, had put out buds, and was covered
with buds and flowers and fruit. 9 Then Moses took out all the rods from
before the Lord, and gave them back to the children of Israel: and they saw
them, and everyman took his rod. 10And the Lord said toMoses, Put Aaron's
rod back in front of the ark of witness, to be kept for a sign against this false-
hearted people, so that you may put a stop to their outcries against me, and
death may not overtake them. 11 This Moses did: as the Lord gave orders,
so he did. 12And the children of Israel said to Moses, Truly, destruction has
comeonus; an evil fate has overtakenus all. 13Deathwill overtake everyone
who comes near, who comes near the House of the Lord: are we all to come
to destruction?

18
1And the Lord said to Aaron, You and your sons and your father's family

are to be responsible for all wrongdoing in relation to the holy place: and
you and your sons are to be responsible for the errors which come about in
your work as priests. 2Let your brothers, the family of Levi, come near with
you, so that they may be joined with you and be your servants: but you and
your sons with you are to go in before the ark of witness. 3 They are to do
your orders and be responsible for the work of the Tent; but they may not
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come near the vessels of the holy place or the altar, so that death may not
overtake them or you. 4 They are to be joined with you in the care of the
Tent of meeting, doing whatever is needed for the Tent: and no one of any
other family may come near you. 5 You are to be responsible for the holy
place and the altar, so that wrath may never again come on the children of
Israel. 6 Now, see, I have taken your brothers the Levites from among the
children of Israel: they are given to you and to the Lord, to do thework of the
Tent of meeting. 7And you and your sons with you are to be responsible as
priests for the altar and everything on it, and everything inside the veil; you
are to do the work of priests; I have given you your position as priests; and
any other man who comes near will be put to death. 8And the Lord said to
Aaron, See, I have given into your care my lifted offerings; even all the holy
things of the children of Israel I have given to you and to your sons as your
right for ever, because you have been marked with the holy oil. 9 This is to
be yours of the most holy things, out of the fire offerings; every offering of
theirs, every meal offering and sin-offering, and every offering which they
make on account of error, is to be most holy for you and your sons. 10 As
most holy things they are to be your food: let everymale have them for food;
it is to be holy to you. 11And this is yours: the lifted offering which they give
and all the wave offerings of the children of Israel I have given to you and
to your sons and to your daughters as your right for ever: everyone in your
house who is clean may have them for food. 12All the best of the oil and the
wine and the grain, the first-fruits of them which they give to the Lord, to
you have I given them. 13 The earliest produce from their land which they
take to the Lord is to be yours; everyone in your house who is clean may
have it for his food. 14 Everything given by oath to the Lord in Israel is to
be yours. 15The first birth of every living thing which is offered to the Lord,
of man or beast, is to be yours; but for the first sons of man payment is to
bemade, and for the first young of unclean beasts. 16Payment is to bemade
for thesewhen they are amonth old, at the value fixed by you, a price of five
shekels by the scale of the holy place, that is, twenty gerahs to the shekel.
17 But no such payment may be made for the first birth of an ox or a sheep
or a goat; these are holy: their blood is to be dropped on the altar, and their
fat burned for an offering made by fire, a sweet smell to the Lord. 18 Their
flesh is to be yours; like the breast of the wave offering and the right leg, it
is to be yours. 19All the lifted offerings of the holy things which the children
of Israel give to the Lord, I have given to you and to your sons and to your
daughters as a right for ever. This is an agreementmadewith salt before the
Lord, to you and to your seed for ever. 20And the Lord said to Aaron, Youwill
have no heritage in their land, or any part among them; I am your part and
your heritage among the children of Israel. 21And to the children of Levi I
have given as their heritage all the tenths offered in Israel, as payment for
thework they do, thework of the Tent ofmeeting. 22 In future the children of
Israel are not to come near the Tent of meeting, so that death may not come
to them because of sin. 23 But the Levites are to do the work of the Tent of
meeting, and be responsible for errors in connectionwith it: this is a law for
ever through all your generations; and among the children of Israel theywill
have noheritage. 24For the tenthswhich the children of Israel give as a lifted
offering to theLord I have given to theLevites as their heritage. and so I have
said to them, Among the children of Israel theywill have no heritage. 25And
theLord said toMoses, 26Say to theLevites,Whenyou take from the children
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of Israel the tenth which I have given to you from them as your heritage, a
tenthpart of that tenth is tobeofferedasanoffering liftedupbefore theLord.
27 And this lifted offering is to be put to your credit as if it was grain from
the grain-floor and wine from the vines. 28 So you are to make an offering
lifted up to the Lord from all the tenths which you get from the children of
Israel, giving out of it the Lord's lifted offering to Aaron the priest. 29 From
everything given to you, let the best of it, the holy part of it, be offered as a
lifted offering to the Lord. 30Say to them, then,When the best of it is lifted up
onhigh, it is tobeput to theaccount of theLevites as the increaseof the grain-
floor and of the place where the grapes are crushed. 31 It is to be your food,
for you and your families in every place: it is your reward for your work in
the Tent of meeting. 32 And no sin will be yours on account of it, when the
best of it has been lifted up on high; you are not to make a wrong use of the
holy things of the children of Israel, so that deathmay not overtake you.

19
1And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 2This is the rule of the lawwhich

the Lord has made, saying, Give orders to the children of Israel to give you
a red cow without any mark on her, and on which the yoke has never been
put: 3 Give her to Eleazar the priest and let him take her outside the tent-
circle and have her put to death before him. 4 Then let Eleazar the priest
take some of her blood on his finger, shaking the blood seven times in the
direction of the front of the Tent of meeting: 5And the cow is to be burned
before him, her skin and her flesh and her blood and her waste are to be
burned: 6 Then let the priest take cedar-wood and hyssop and red thread,
and put them into the fire where the cow is burning. 7And the priest, after
washing his clothing and bathing his body in water, may come back to the
tent-circle, and will be unclean till evening. 8And he who does the burning
is to have his clothing washed and his body bathed in water and be unclean
till evening. 9 Then let a man who is clean take the dust of the burned cow
and put it outside the tent-circle in a clean place, where it is to be kept for
the children of Israel and used in making the water which takes away what
is unclean: it is a sin-offering. 10And he who takes up the dust of the burned
cow is to have his clothing washed with water and be unclean till evening:
this is to be a law for ever, for the children of Israel as well as for the man
from another country who is living among them. 11Anyone touching a dead
body will be unclean for seven days: 12On the third day and on the seventh
day he is to make himself clean with the water, and so he will be clean: but
if he does not do this on the third day and on the seventh day, he will not be
clean. 13Anyone touching the body of a dead man without making himself
clean in thisway,makes theHouse of the Lord unclean; and thatmanwill be
cut off from Israel: because thewaterwasnot put onhim, hewill be unclean;
his unclean condition is unchanged. 14 This is the law when death comes to
aman in his tent: everyonewho comes into the tent, and everyonewho is in
the tent, will be unclean for seven days. 15 And every open vessel without
a cover fixed on it will be unclean. 16 And anyone touching one who has
been put to death with the sword in the open country, or the body of one
who has come to his end by a natural death, or a man's bone, or the resting-
place of a dead body, will be unclean for seven days. 17And for the unclean,
they are to take the dust of the burning of the sin-offering, and put flowing
water on it in a vessel: 18And a clean person is to take hyssop and put it in



Numbers 19:19 155 Numbers 20:18

the water, shaking it over the tent, and all the vessels, and the people who
were there, and over him by whom the bone, or the body of one who has
been put to death with the sword, or the body of one who has come to his
end by a natural death, or the resting-place was touched. 19 Let the clean
person do this to the unclean on the third day and on the seventh day: and
on the seventh day he is to make him clean; and after washing his clothing
and bathing himself in water, he will be clean in the evening. 20But theman
who, being unclean, does not make himself clean in this way, will be cut off
from the meeting of the people, because he has made the holy place of the
Lord unclean: the water has not been put on him, he is unclean. 21This is to
be a law for them for ever: he who puts the water on the unclean person is
to have his clothingwashed; and anyone touching thewater will be unclean
till evening. 22Anything touched by the unclean personwill be unclean; and
any person touching it will be unclean till evening.

20
1 In thefirstmonthall the childrenof Israel came into thewaste landof Zin,

and put up their tents in Kadesh; there death came to Miriam, and they put
her body to rest in the earth. 2And there was no water for the people: and
they came together against Moses and against Aaron. 3And the people were
angrywithMosesandsaid, If onlydeathhadovertakenuswhenourbrothers
came to their death before the Lord! 4Whyhave you taken the Lord's people
into this waste, for death to come to us and to our cattle there? 5Why have
youmade us come out of Egypt into this evil place? This is no place of seed or
figs or vines or other fruits, and there is nowater for drinking. 6ThenMoses
and Aaron went away from the people to the door of the Tent of meeting;
and, falling on their faces there, they saw the glory of the Lord. 7 And the
Lord said to Moses, 8 Take the rod, you and Aaron, your brother, and make
all the people come together, and before their eyes give orders to the rock to
give out itswater; and somakewater come out of the rock for them, and give
the people and their cattle drink. 9And Moses took the rod from before the
Lord as he gave himorders. 10ThenMoses andAaronmade the people come
together in front of the rock, and he said to them, Give ear now, you people
whose hearts are turned from the Lord; are we to get water for you out of
the rock? 11 And lifting up his hand, Moses gave the rock two blows with
his rod: and water came streaming out, and the people and their cattle had
drink enough. 12 Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, Because you had
not enough faith in me to keep my name holy before the children of Israel,
you will not take this people into the land which I have given them. 13These
are the waters of Meribah; because the children of Israel went against the
Lord, and they saw that he was holy among them. 14 Then Moses sent men
from Kadesh to the king of Edom to say to him, Your brother Israel says, You
have knowledge of all the things we have been through; 15How our fathers
went down into Egypt, and we were living in Egypt for a long time; and the
Egyptians were cruel to us and to our fathers: 16 And the Lord gave ear to
the voice of our cry, and sent an angel and took us out of Egypt: and now
we are in Kadesh, a town on the edge of your land; 17Let us now go through
your land: we will not go into field or vine-garden, or take the water of the
springs; we will go by the highway, not turning to the right or to the left, till
we have gone past the limits of your land. 18And Edom said, You are not to
go throughmy land, for if you do I will come out against youwith the sword.
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19And the children of Israel said to him, We will go up by the highway: and
if we or our cattle take of your water, we will give you a price for it: only
let us go through on our feet, nothing more. 20 But he said, You are not to
go through. And Edom came out against them in his strength, with a great
army. 21 So Edom would not let Israel go through his land; and Israel went
in another direction. 22And they went on from Kadesh, and came, with all
their people, to Mount Hor. 23 And at Mount Hor, at the edge of the land of
Edom, the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 24 Aaron will be put to rest with
his people; he will not go into the land which I have given to the children of
Israel, becauseyouwentagainstmywordat thewatersofMeribah. 25So take
Aaron and Eleazar, his son, up into Mount Hor; 26And take Aaron's robes off
him and put them on Eleazar, his son: and death will come to Aaron there,
andhewill beput to restwithhis people. 27SoMosesdidas theLordhad said,
and before the eyes of all the people they went up Mount Hor. 28AndMoses
took offAaron's robes, and put themon Eleazar, his son; and there on the top
of the mountain death came to Aaron: then Moses and Eleazar came down
from themountain. 29Andwhen the people saw that Aaronwas dead, all the
children of Israel gave themselves up to weeping for him for thirty days.

21
1 And it came to the ears of the Canaanite, the king of Arad, living in the

South, that Israelwas comingby thewayofAtharim, andhecameout against
them and took some of them prisoners. 2 Then Israel made an oath to the
Lord, and said, If youwill give up this people intomy hands, then I will send
complete destruction on all their towns. 3 And the Lord, in answer to the
voice of Israel, gave the Canaanites up to them; and they put them and their
towns completely to destruction: and that placewas namedHormah. 4Then
they went on from Mount Hor by the way to the Red Sea, going round the
land of Edom: and the spirit of the people was overcome with weariness on
theway. 5Andcryingout againstGodandagainstMoses, they said,Whyhave
you taken us out of Egypt to come to our death in the waste land? For there
is no bread and no water, and this poor bread is disgusting to us. 6Then the
Lord sent poison-snakes among the people; and their bites were a cause of
death to numbers of the people of Israel. 7 Then the people came to Moses
and said, We have done wrong in crying out against the Lord and against
you: make prayer to the Lord to take away the snakes from us. So Moses
made prayer for the people. 8 And the Lord said to Moses, Make an image
of a snake and put it on a rod, and anyone who has been wounded by the
snakes, looking on it will be made well. 9 So Moses made a snake of brass
and put it on a rod; and anyone who had a snakebite, after looking on the
snake of brass, was made well. 10 Then the children of Israel went on and
put up their tents in Oboth. 11 And journeying on again from Oboth, they
put up their tents in Iye-abarim, in thewaste land beforeMoab looking east.
12And moving on from there, they put up their tents in the valley of Zered.
13 From there they went on and put up their tents on the other side of the
Arnon, which is on thewaste land at the edge of the land of the Amorites; for
theArnon is the line of divisionbetweenMoaband theAmorites: 14As it says
in the book of the Wars of the Lord, Vaheb in Suphah, and the valley of the
Amon; 15The slope of the valleys going down to the tents of Ar and touching
the edge of Moab. 16 From there they went on to Beer, the water-spring of
which the Lord said toMoses, Make the people come together and I will give
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themwater. 17Then Israel gave voice to this song: Come up, O water-spring,
let us make a song to it: 18 The fountain made by the chiefs, made deep by
the great ones of the people, with the law-givers' rod, and with their sticks.
Then from the waste land they went on to Mattanah: 19And fromMattanah
to Nahaliel: and from Nahaliel to Bamoth: 20And from Bamoth to the valley
in the open country ofMoab, and to the top of Pisgah looking over Jeshimon.
21 And Israel sent men to Sihon, king of the Amorites, saying, 22 Let me go
through your land: wewill not go into field or vine-garden, or take thewater
of the springs; we will go by the highway till we have gone past the limits of
your land. 23And Sihon would not let Israel go through his land; but got all
his people together and went out against Israel into the waste land, as far as
Jahaz, tomakewaron Israel. 24But Israel overcamehim, and tookall his land
fromtheArnon to the Jabbok, as far as the countryof the childrenofAmmon,
for the country of the children of Ammonwas strongly armed. 25And Israel
took all their towns, living in Heshbon and all the towns and small places of
the Amorites. 26 For Heshbon was the town of Sihon, king of the Amorites,
who had made war against an earlier king of Moab and taken from him all
his land as far as the Arnon. 27 So the makers of wise sayings say, Come to
Heshbon, buildingup the townof Sihonandmaking it strong: 28Forafirehas
gone out of Heshbon, a flame from the town of Sihon: for the destruction of
Ar inMoab, and the lords of the high places of the Arnon. 29Sorrow is yours,
O Moab! Destruction is your fate, O people of Chemosh: his sons have gone
in flight, and his daughters are prisoners, in the hands of Sihon, king of the
Amorites. 30 They are wounded with our arrows; destruction has come on
Heshbon, even toDibon; andwehavemade the landwaste as far asNophah,
stretching out to Medeba. 31 So Israel put up their tents in the land of the
Amorites. 32And Moses sent men secretly to Jazer, and they took its towns,
driving out the Amorites who were living there. 33 Then turning they went
up by theway of Bashan; andOg, king of Bashan,went out against themwith
all his people, to thefight at Edrei. 34And theLord said toMoses,Haveno fear
of him: for I have given him up into your hands, with all his people and his
land; do to him as you did to Sihon, king of the Amorites, at Heshbon. 35 So
they overcame him and his sons and his people, driving them all out: and
they took his land for their heritage.

22
1 Then the children of Israel, journeying on, put up their tents in the

lowlands of Moab, on the other side of Jordan at Jericho. 2Now Balak, the
son of Zippor, sawwhat Israel had done to the Amorites. 3And inMoab there
was great fear of the people, because their numbers were so great: and the
feeling of Moab was bitter against the children of Israel. 4 Then Moab said
to the responsible men of Midian, It is clear that this great people will be
the destruction of everything round us, making a meal of us as the ox does
of the grass of the field. At that time Balak, the son of Zippor, was king of
Moab. 5 So he sent men to Balaam, son of Beor, at Pethor by the River in
the land of the children of his people, saying to him, See, a people has come
out of Egypt, covering all the face of the earth, and they have put up their
tents opposite to me: 6 Come now, in answer to my prayer, and put a curse
on this people, for they are greater than I: and then I may be strong enough
to overcome them and send them out of the land: for it is clear that good
comes to him who has your blessing, but he on whom you put your curse is
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cursed. 7 So the responsible men of Moab and Midian went away, taking in
their hands rewards for the prophet; and they came to Balaam and said to
him what Balak had given them orders to say. 8 And he said to them, Take
your rest here tonight, and I will give you an answer after hearing what the
Lord says; so the chiefs ofMoabkept therewithBalaam that night. 9AndGod
came to Balaam and said, Who are these men with you? 10And Balaam said
to God, Balak, the son of Zippor, king of Moab, has sent them to me, saying,
11 See, the people who have come out of Egypt are covering all the earth:
now, put a curse on this people for me, so that I may be able to make war
on them, driving them out of the land. 12 And God said to Balaam, You are
not to go with them, or put a curse on this people, for they havemy blessing.
13 In the morning Balaam got up and said to the chiefs of Balak, Go back to
your land, for the Lord will not let me go with you. 14 So the chiefs of Moab
went back to Balak and said, Balaamwill not come with us. 15 So Balak sent
more chiefs, greater innumberandofhigherposition than theothers. 16And
they came to Balaam and said, Balak, son of Zippor, says, Let nothing keep
you from coming to me: 17 For I will give you a place of very great honour,
and whatever you say to me I will do; so come, in answer to my prayer, and
put a curse on this people. 18But Balaam, in answer; said to the servants of
Balak, Even if Balak gave me his house full of silver and gold, it would not
be possible for me to do anything more or less than the orders of the Lord
myGod. 19So take your rest here this night, till I have knowledgewhatmore
the Lord has to say to me. 20And that night God came to Balaam and said to
him, If thesemen have come for you, gowith them: but do onlywhat I say to
you. 21So in themorningBalaamgot upand,makinghis ass ready,wentwith
the chiefs ofMoab. 22But Godwasmoved towrath because hewent: and the
angel of the Lord tookupaposition in the road to keephim fromhis purpose.
Nowhewas seated onhis ass, andhis two servantswerewithhim. 23And the
ass saw the angel of the Lordwaiting in the roadwith his sword in his hand;
and turning from the road, the ass went into the field; and Balaam gave the
ass blows, to get her back on to the road. 24Then the angel of theLord tookup
his position in a narrow road through the vine-gardens, with a wall on this
side and on that. 25And the ass saw the angel of the Lord, andwent near the
wall, crushing Balaam's foot against the wall; and he gave her more blows.
26Then the angel of the Lordwent further, stopping in a narrowplacewhere
there was no room for turning to the right or to the left. 27And the ass saw
the angel of the Lord andwent down on the earth under Balaam; and full of
wrath, Balaam gave her hard blows with his stick. 28Then the Lord gave the
ass the power of talking, and opening her mouth she said to Balaam, What
have I done to you that you have given me blows these three times? 29And
Balaam said to the ass, You havemademe seem foolish: if only I had a sword
inmy hand I would put you to death. 30And the ass said to Balaam, Am I not
your ass uponwhich you have gone all your life till this day? and have I ever
done this to you before? And he said, No. 31 Then the Lord made Balaam's
eyes open, and he saw the angel of the Lord in the way with his sword in his
hand: andhewent downonhis face to the earth. 32And the angel of the Lord
said tohim,Whyhaveyougivenyourassblows these three times? See, Ihave
come out against you to keep you back, because your purpose is not pleasing
tome. 33And the ass sawme, turning to one side fromme three times: if she
had not gone to one side, I would certainly have put you to death and kept
her safe. 34 And Balaam said to the angel of the Lord, I have done wrong,
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for I did not see that you were in the way against me: but now, if it is evil in
your eyes, I will go back again. 35And the angel of the Lord said to Balaam,
Go with the men; but say only what I give you to say. Then Balaam went on
with the chiefs of Balak. 36Now Balak, hearing that Balaam had come, went
to the chief townofMoab, on the edge of theArnon, in the farthest part of the
land, for the purpose of meeting him. 37And Balak said to Balaam, Did I not
send to you, requesting you with all my heart to come to me? why did you
not come? am I not able to give you a place of honour? 38Then Balaam said
to Balak, Now I have come to you; but have I power to say anything? Only
what God puts into my mouth may I say. 39And Balaam went with Balak to
Kiriath-huzoth. 40And Balak made offerings of oxen and sheep, and sent to
Balaam and the chiefs whowerewith him. 41And in themorning Balak took
Balaam up to the high places of Baal, and from there he was able to see the
outer limits of the people.

23
1AndBalaamsaid toBalak,Makemehere sevenaltars andget ready seven

oxen and seven male sheep. 2And Balak did as Balaam had said; and Balak
and Balaam made an offering on every altar of an ox and a male sheep.
3Then Balaam said to Balak, Take your place by your burned offering, and I
will go and see if the Lord comes tome: and Iwill give youword ofwhatever
he says to me. And he went to an open place on a hill. 4 And God came to
Balaam, and Balaam said to him, I havemade ready seven altars, offering an
ox and a male sheep on every altar. 5 And the Lord put words in Balaam's
mouth, and said, Go back to Balak, and this is what you are to say. 6 So he
went back to him where he was waiting by his burned offering with all the
chiefs of Moab. 7 And in the words which the Lord had given him he said,
From Aram Balak has sent for me, the king of Moab from the mountains of
the East: come, put curses on Jacob for me and be angry with Israel. 8How
may I put curses on him who is not cursed by God? how may I be angry
with himwith whom the Lord is not angry? 9From the top of the rocks I see
him, looking down on him from the hills: it is a peoplemade separate, not to
be numbered among the nations. 10Who is able to take the measure of the
dust of Jacob or the number of the thousands of Israel? Maymy death be the
death of the upright and my last end like his! 11 Then Balak said to Balaam,
What have you done tome? I sent for you so thatmy hatersmight be cursed,
and see, you have given them a blessing. 12And in answer he said, Am I not
ordered to say only what the Lord puts into mymouth? 13And Balak said to
him, Come with me now into another place fromwhich you will not be able
to see them all, but only the outskirts of them; and you will send curses on
them from there. 14 So he took him into the country of Zophim, to the top
of Pisgah, and there theymade seven altars, offering an ox and amale sheep
on every altar. 15Then he said to Balak, Take your place here by your burned
offering, while I go over there to the Lord. 16And the Lord came to Balaam,
and put words in his mouth, and said, Go back to Balak, and this is what you
are to say. 17So he came to himwhere hewaswaiting by his burned offering
with the chiefs ofMoabbyhis side. AndBalak said to him,What has the Lord
said? 18And in the words which the Lord had given him he said, Up! Balak,
and give ear; give attention tome, O son of Zippor: 19God is not aman, to say
what is false; or the son of man, that his purpose may be changed: what he
has said, will he not do? andwill he not give effect to thewords of hismouth?
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20 See, I have had orders to give blessing: and he has given a blessing which
I have no power to take away. 21He has seen no evil in Jacob or wrongdoing
in Israel: the Lord his God is with him, and the glad cry of a king is among
them. 22 It is God who has taken them out of Egypt; his horns are like those
of the mountain ox. 23No evil power has effect against Jacob, no secret arts
against Israel; at the right time it will be said of Jacob and of Israel, See what
God has done! 24 See, Israel comes up like a she-lion, lifting himself up like a
lion: he will take no rest till he has made a meal of those he has overcome,
drinking the blood of those he has put to death. 25ThenBalak said to Balaam,
If you will not put a curse on them, at all events do not give them a blessing.
26ButBalaam inanswer said toBalak, Did I not say to you, Imayonlydowhat
the Lord says? 27 Then Balak said to Balaam, Come now, I will take you to
another place; itmay be that Godwill let you put a curse on them from there.
28So Balak took Balaam to the top of Peor, looking down over thewaste land.
29And Balaam said to Balak, Make me seven altars here and get seven oxen
and sevenmale sheep ready forme. 30AndBalakdidasBalaamsaid, offering
an ox and amale sheep on every altar.

24
1NowwhenBalaam saw that it was the Lord's pleasure to give his blessing

to Israel, he did not, as at other times,make use of secret arts, but turning his
face to thewaste land, 2And lifting uphis eyes, he saw Israel there,with their
tents in the order of their tribes: and the spirit of God came on him. 3 And
moved by the spirit, he said, These are the words of Balaam, son of Beor, the
words of the man whose eyes are open: 4He says, whose ears are open to
the words of God, who has seen the vision of the Ruler of all, falling down,
but having his eyes open: 5How fair are your tents, O Jacob, your houses, O
Israel! 6They are stretched out like valleys, like gardens by the riverside, like
flowering trees planted by the Lord, like cedar-trees by thewaters. 7Peoples
will be in fear before his strength, his armwill be on great nations: his king
will be higher than Agag, and his kingdommade great in honour. 8 It is God
who has taken him out of Egypt; his horns are like those of themountain ox;
the nations warring against himwill be his food, their bones will be broken,
they will be wounded with his arrows. 9He took his sleep stretched out like
a lion, and like a she-lion: by whom will his rest be broken? May a blessing
be on everyone who gives you blessing, and a curse on everyone by whom
you are cursed. 10Then Balak was full of wrath against Balaam, and angrily
waving his hands he said to Balaam, I sent for you so that those who are
againstmemight be cursed, but now, see, three times you have given them a
blessing. 11Gobackquickly to the place you came from: itwasmypurpose to
give you a place of honour, but now the Lord has kept you back fromhonour.
12Then Balaam said to Balak, Did I not say to themen you sent tome, 13Even
if Balak gaveme his house full of silver and gold, it would not be possible for
me to go outside the orders of the Lord, doing good or evil at the impulse of
my mind; whatever the Lord says I will say? 14 So now I will go back to my
people: but first let me make clear to you what this people will do to your
people in days to come. 15 Then he went on with his story and said, These
are the words of Balaam, the son of Beor, the words of him whose eyes are
open: 16He says, whose ear is open to the words of God, who has knowledge
of theMostHigh,whohas seen the vision of the Ruler of all, falling downand
having his eyes open: 17 I see him, but not now: looking onhim, but not near:
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a star will come out of Jacob, and a rod of authority out of Israel, sending
destruction to the farthest limits of Moab and on the head of all the sons of
Sheth. 18 Edom will be his heritage, and he will put an end to the last of the
people of Seir. 19And Israel will go on in strength, and Jacob will have rule
overhishaters. 20Then, turninghis eyes toAmalek, hewent onwithhis story
and said, Amalekwas the first of the nations, but his part will be destruction
for ever. 21 And looking on the Kenites he went on with his story and said,
Strong is your living-place, and your secret place is safe in the rock. 22 But
still the Kenites will be wasted, till Asshur takes you away prisoner. 23 Then
hewent onwith his story and said, Butwhomay keep his lifewhenGod does
this? 24 But ships will come from the direction of Kittim, troubling Asshur
and troubling Eber, and like the others their fate will be destruction. 25Then
Balaam got up andwent back to his place: and Balak went away.

25
1 Now when Israel was living in Shittim the people became false to the

Lord, doing evil with the daughters of Moab: 2 For they sent for the people
to be present at the offerings made to their gods; and the people took part
in their feasts and gave honour to their gods. 3 So Israel had relations with
the women of Moab in honour of the Baal of Peor: and the Lord was moved
to wrath against Israel. 4 Then the Lord said to Moses, Take all the chiefs of
the people, hanging them up in the sun before the Lord, so that the wrath of
the Lord may be turned from Israel. 5 So Moses said to the judges of Israel,
Let everyone put to death those of his men who have had relations with the
women of Moab in honour of the Baal of Peor. 6 Then one of the children of
Israel came to his brothers, taking with him a woman of Midian, before the
eyes of Moses and all the meeting of the people, while they were weeping at
the door of the Tent of meeting. 7And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son
of Aaron the priest, seeing it, got up from among the people and took a spear
in his hand, 8Andwent after theman of Israel into the tent, driving the spear
through the two of them, through theman of Israel and through the stomach
of thewoman. So the diseasewas stopped among the children of Israel. 9But
twenty-four thousand of themhad come to their death by the disease. 10And
the Lord said to Moses, 11Through Phinehas, and because of his passion for
my honour, my wrath has been turned away from the children of Israel, so
that I have not sent destruction on them all in my wrath. 12 So say to them
that I will make with him an agreement of peace: 13And by this agreement,
he andhis sons after himhave the right to be priests for ever; because, by his
care for the honour of his God, he took away the sin of the children of Israel.
14Nowthemanof Israelwhowasput todeathwith thewomanofMidianwas
Zimri, the son of Salu, a chief of one of the families of the Simeonites. 15And
the woman of Midian who was put to death was Cozbi, the daughter of Zur;
hewas the head of a family inMidian. 16Then the Lord said toMoses, 17Take
up arms against theMidianites and overcome them; 18For they are a danger
to you with their false ways, causing sin to come on you in the question of
Peor, and because of Cozbi, their sister, the daughter of the chief of Midian,
who was put to death at the time of the disease which came on you because
of Peor.

26
1Now after the disease was over, the Lord said to Moses and Eleazar, the

son of Aaron the priest, 2 Let all the children of Israel be numbered, by the
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names of their fathers' families, all those of twenty years old and over who
areable to go towar in Israel. 3SoMoses andEleazar thepriest gave themthe
order in the lowlandsofMoabby Jordanat Jericho, saying, 4Let all thepeople
of twenty years old and over be numbered, as the Lord has given orders
to Moses and the children of Israel who have come out of Egypt. 5 Reuben,
the first son of Israel: the sons of Reuben by their families: of Hanoch, the
family of theHanochites: of Pallu, the family of thePalluites: 6OfHezron, the
family of theHezronites: of Carmi, the family of the Carmites. 7These are the
families of the Reubenites: their number was forty-three thousand, seven
hundred and thirty. 8 And the sons of Pallu, Eliab 9 And the sons of Eliab:
Nemuel and Dathan and Abiram. These are the same Dathan and Abiram
whohad a place in themeeting of the people, who togetherwithKorahmade
an outcry against Moses and Aaron and against the Lord: 10And they went
down into the open mouth of the earth, together with Korah, when death
overtook him and all his band; at the time when two hundred and fifty men
wereburned in thefire, and theybecameasign. 11Butdeathdidnotovertake
the sons of Korah. 12 The sons of Simeon by their families: of Nemuel, the
family of the Nemuelites: of Jamin, the family of the Jaminites: of Jachin, the
family of the Jachinites: 13Of Zerah, the family of the Zerahites: of Shaul, the
family of the Shaulites. 14 These are the families of the Simeonites, twenty-
two thousand, two hundred. 15The sons of Gad by their families: of Zephon,
the family of the Zephonites: of Haggi, the family of the Haggites: of Shuni,
the family of the Shunites: 16Of Ozni, the family of the Oznites: of Eri, the
family of the Erites: 17OfArod, the family of theArodites: of Areli, the family
of the Arelites. 18 These are the families of the sons of Gad as they were
numbered, forty thousand, five hundred. 19The sons of Judah, Er and Onan:
and Er and Onan had come to their death in the land of Canaan. 20And the
sons of Judah by their families were: of Shelah, the family of the Shelahites:
of Perez, the family of the Perezites: of Zerah, the family of the Zerahites.
21 And the sons of Perez were: of Hezron, the family of the Hezronites: of
Hamul, the family of the Hamulites. 22 These are the families of Judah as
they were numbered, seventy-six thousand, five hundred. 23 The sons of
Issachar by their families: of Tola, the family of the Tolaites: of Puvah, the
family of the Punites: 24Of Jashub, the family of the Jashubites: of Shimron,
the family of the Shimronites. 25 These are the families of Issachar, as they
were numbered, sixty-four thousand, three hundred. 26The sons of Zebulun
by their families: of Sered, the family of the Seredites: of Elon, the family of
the Elonites: of Jahleel, the family of the Jahleelites. 27These are the families
of the Zebulunites as they were numbered, sixty thousand, five hundred.
28 The sons of Joseph by their families: Manasseh and Ephraim. 29 The sons
of Manasseh: of Machir, the family of the Machirites: and Machir was the
father of Gilead: of Gilead, the family of the Gileadites. 30These are the sons
of Gilead: of Iezer, the family of the Iezerites: of Helek, the family of the
Helekites: 31And of Asriel, the family of the Asrielites: and of Shechem, the
family of the Shechemites: 32And of Shemida, the family of the Shemidaites:
and of Hepher, the family of the Hepherites. 33And Zelophehad, the son of
Hepher, had no sons, but only daughters, and the names of the daughters of
Zelophehad were Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 34 These
are the families of Manasseh; and those who were numbered of them were
fifty-two thousand, seven hundred. 35 These are the sons of Ephraim by
their families: of Shuthelah, the family of the Shuthelahites: of Becher, the
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family of the Becherites: of Tahan, the family of the Tahanites. 36And these
are the sons of Shuthelah: of Eran, the family of the Eranites: 37 These are
the families of Ephraim as they were numbered, thirty-two thousand, five
hundred. These are the sons of Joseph by their families. 38 The sons of
Benjamin by their families: of Bela, the family of the Belaites: of Ashbel,
the family of the Ashbelites: of Ahiram, the family of the Ahiramites: 39Of
Shephupham, the family of the Shuphamites: and of Hupham, the family of
the Huphamites. 40And the sons of Bela were Ard and Naaman: of Ard, the
family of the Ardites: of Naaman, the family of the Naamites. 41 These are
the sons of Benjamin by their families: and those who were numbered of
them were forty-five thousand, six hundred. 42 These are the sons of Dan
by their families: of Shuham, the family of the Shuhamites. These are the
families of Dan by their families. 43 All the families of the Shuhamites, as
they were numbered, were sixty-four thousand, four hundred. 44 The sons
of Asher by their families: of Imnah, the family of the Imnites: of Ishvi, the
family of the Ishvites: of Beriah, the family of the Beriites. 45Of the sons of
Beriah: of Heber, the family of the Heberites: of Malchiel, the family of the
Malchielites: 46And the name of the daughter of Asher was Serah. 47 These
are the families of the sons of Asher as they were numbered, fifty-three
thousand, four hundred. 48The sons of Naphtali by their families: of Jahzeel,
the family of the Jahzeelites: ofGuni, the family of theGunites: 49Of Jezer, the
family of the Jezerites: of Shillem, the family of the Shillemites. 50These are
the families of Naphtali by their families: and those who were numbered of
themwere forty-five thousand, four hundred. 51Thosewhowere numbered
of the children of Israel were six hundred and one thousand, seven hundred
and thirty. 52 And the Lord said to Moses, 53 Let there be a division of the
land among these, for their heritage, in relation to the number of names.
54 To those families who are more in number, give a greater heritage; to
those who are less in number, a smaller part: to every one let the heritage
be given in relation to the number in his family. 55 But let the distribution
of the land be made by the decision of the Lord: by the names of the tribes
of their fathers let their heritage be given them. 56 As it is ordered by the
decisionof theLord, let distributionbemadebetween thosewhoaremore in
number and thosewho are less. 57Thesewere those of the Leviteswhowere
numbered by their families: of Gershon, the family of the Gershonites: of
Kohath, the family of the Kohathites: of Merari, the family of the Merarites.
58These are the families of Levi: the family of the Libnites, the family of the
Hebronites, the family of theMahlites, the family of theMushites, the family
of the Korahites. And Kohath was the father of Amram. 59 Amram's wife
was Jochebed, the daughter of Levi, whom he had in Egypt: by Amram she
had Moses and Aaron and their sister Miriam. 60Aaron's sons were Nadab
and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 61Death overtook Nadab and Abihu when
they made an offering of strange fire before the Lord. 62 Of these, twenty-
three thousand males, from one month old and over, were numbered: they
were not numbered with the rest of the children of Israel, for they had no
heritage among the children of Israel. 63All these were numbered byMoses
and Eleazar the priest when the children of Israel were numbered in the
lowlands of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho. 64 But among all these was not
one of those numbered by Moses and Aaron the priest when the children of
Israel were numbered in the waste land of Sinai. 65 For the Lord had said
of them, Death will certainly overtake them in the waste land. And of them
all, only Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua, the son of Nun, were still
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living.

27
1 Then the daughters of Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead,

the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of Manasseh, the son
of Joseph, came forward: their names are Mahlah, Noah, and Hoglah, and
Milcah, and Tirzah. 2They came beforeMoses and Eleazar the priest and the
chiefs and all the people at the door of the Tent of meeting, and said, 3Death
overtook our father in the waste land; he was not among those who were
banded together with Korah against the Lord; but death came to him in his
sin; and he had no sons. 4Why is the name of our father to be taken away
from among his family, because he had no son? Give us a heritage among
our father's brothers. 5 So Moses put their cause before the Lord. 6And the
Lord said toMoses, 7What thedaughters of Zelophehad say is right: certainly
you are to give them a heritage among their father's brothers: and let the
property which would have been their father's go to them. 8And say to the
children of Israel, If amanhas no son at the time of his death, let his heritage
go to his daughter. 9And if he has no daughter, then give his heritage to his
brothers. 10And if he has no brothers, then give his heritage to his father's
brothers. 11 And if his father has no brothers, then give it to his nearest
relation in the family, as his heritage: this is to be a decisionmade by law for
the children of Israel, as the Lord gave orders to Moses. 12And the Lord said
to Moses, Go up into this mountain of Abarim so that you may see the land
which Ihavegiven to thechildrenof Israel. 13Andwhenyouhave seen it, you
will be put to restwith your people, as your brotherAaronwas: 14Because in
the waste land of Zin, when the people were angry, you and he went against
my word and did not keep my name holy before their eyes, at the waters.
(These are thewaters ofMeribah in Kadesh in thewaste land of Zin.) 15Then
Moses said to the Lord, 16Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh, put
a man at the head of this people, 17 To go out and come in before them and
be their guide; so that the people of the Lordmay not be like sheepwithout a
keeper. 18 And the Lord said to Moses, Take Joshua, the son of Nun, a man
in whom is the spirit, and put your hand on him; 19 And take him before
Eleazar the priest and all the meeting of the people, and give him his orders
before their eyes. 20And put your honour on him, so that all the children of
Israelmay be under his authority. 21Hewill take his place before Eleazar the
priest, so that hemay get directions from the Lord for him, with the Urim: at
his word they will go out, and at his word they will come in, he and all the
children of Israel. 22 So Moses did as the Lord said: he took Joshua and put
him before Eleazar the priest and the meeting of the people: 23And he put
his hands on him and gave him his orders, as the Lord had said byMoses.

28
1And the Lord said toMoses, 2Give orders to the children of Israel and say

to them, Let it be your care to givememy offerings at their regular times, the
food of the offeringsmade by fire tome for a sweet smell. 3Say to them, This
is the offering made by fire which you are to give to the Lord; he-lambs of
the first year without anymark, two every day as a regular burned offering.
4Let one be offered in themorning, and the other at evening; 5And the tenth
part of an ephah of the best meal for a meal offering mixed with the fourth
part of a hin of clear oil. 6 It is a regular burned offering, as it was ordered
inMount Sinai, for a sweet smell, an offeringmade by fire to the Lord. 7And
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for its drink offering take the fourth part of a hin for one lamb: in the holy
place let the wine be drained out for a drink offering for the Lord. 8 Let the
other lamb be offered at evening; like the meal offering of the morning and
its drinkoffering, let it beofferedasanofferingmadebyfire fora sweet smell
to the Lord. 9And on the Sabbath day, two he-lambs of the first year, without
anymark, and two tenthparts of thebestmeal forameal offeringmixedwith
oil, and its drink offering: 10 This is the burned offering for every Sabbath
day, in addition to the regular burned offering, and its drink offering. 11And
on the first day of everymonth you are to give a burned offering to the Lord;
two oxen, one male sheep, and seven he-lambs of the first year, without any
mark; 12 And three tenth parts of the best meal for a meal offering mixed
with oil, for every ox; and two tenth parts of the bestmeal for ameal offering
mixedwithoil, for theone sheep; 13Andaseparate tenthpart of thebestmeal
mixed with oil for a meal offering for every lamb; for a burned offering of a
sweet smell, an offeringmadebyfire to the Lord. 14And their drink offerings
are to be half a hin of wine for an ox, and the third part of a hin for a male
sheep, and the fourth part of a hin for a lamb: this is the burned offering
for every month through all the months of the year. 15And one he-goat for a
sin-offering to the Lord; it is to be offered in addition to the regular burned
offering and its drink offering. 16And in the first month, on the fourteenth
day of themonth, is the Lord's Passover. 17On the fifteenth day of thismonth
there is to be a feast; for seven days let your food be unleavened cakes. 18On
the first day there is to be a holy meeting: you may do no sort of field-work:
19And you are to give an offeringmade byfire, a burned offering to the Lord;
two oxen, one male sheep, and seven he-lambs of the first year, without any
mark: 20And theirmeal offering, thebestmealmixedwithoil: let three tenth
parts of an ephah be offered for an ox and two tenth parts for a male sheep;
21And a separate tenth part for every one of the seven lambs; 22And one he-
goat for a sin-offering to take away your sin. 23 These are to be offered in
addition to themorning burned offering, which is a regular burned offering
at all times. 24 In this way, every day for seven days, give the food of the
offeringmade by fire, a sweet smell to the Lord: it is to be offered in addition
to the regular burned offering, and its drink offering. 25Then on the seventh
day there will be a holy meeting; you may do no field-work. 26 And at the
time of the first-fruits, when you give an offering of newmeal to the Lord at
your feast of weeks, there is to be a holymeeting: youmay do no field-work:
27 And give a burned offering for a sweet smell to the Lord; two oxen, one
male sheep, and seven he-lambs of the first year; 28And their meal offering,
the best meal mixed with oil, three tenth parts for an ox, two tenth parts for
a male sheep, 29And a separate tenth part for every one of the seven lambs;
30 And one he-goat to take away your sin. 31 These are in addition to the
regularburnedofferingand itsmeal offering; take care that theyarewithout
anymark, and let them be offered with their drink offerings.

29
1 In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, let there be a holy

meeting; on it you may do no field-work; let the day be marked by the
blowing of horns; 2And give to the Lord a burned offering for a sweet smell;
one ox, one male sheep, seven he-lambs of the first year, without any mark
on them: 3And their meal offering, the best meal mixedwith oil, three tenth
parts for an ox, two tenth parts for amale sheep, 4And a separate tenth part
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for every one of the seven lambs; 5And one he-goat for a sin-offering, to take
away your sin: 6 In addition to the burned offering of the new moon, and
its meal offering, and the regular burned offering and its meal offering, and
their drinkofferings, as they are ordered, for a sweet smell, anofferingmade
by fire to the Lord. 7And on the tenth day of this seventhmonth therewill be
a holymeeting; keep yourselves frompleasure, anddono sort ofwork; 8And
give to the Lord a burned offering for a sweet smell; one ox, onemale sheep,
seven he-lambs of the first year: only those without any mark on themmay
be used: 9And their meal offering, the best meal mixed with oil, three tenth
parts for an ox, two tenth parts for amale sheep, 10A separate tenth part for
every one of the seven lambs; 11One he-goat for a sin-offering; in addition to
the offering for taking away your sin, and the regular burned offering and
its meal offering, and their drink offerings. 12And on the fifteenth day of the
seventhmonth let there be aholymeeting; donofield-work, and keep a feast
to the Lord for seven days; 13And give a burned offering, an offering made
by fire of a sweet smell to the Lord, thirteen oxen, twomale sheep, fourteen
he-lambs of the first year, all without any mark on them; 14And their meal
offering, the best meal mixed with oil, three tenth parts for every one of the
thirteen oxen, two tenth parts for every male sheep, 15And a separate tenth
part foreveryoneof the fourteen lambs; 16Andonehe-goat fora sin-offering;
in addition to the regularburnedoffering, and itsmeal offering, and its drink
offering. 17 On the second day of the feast give an offering of twelve oxen,
two male sheep, fourteen he-lambs of the first year, without any mark on
them; 18And their meal offering and their drink offerings for the oxen and
the sheep and the lambs, in relation to their number, as it is ordered: 19And
one he-goat for a sin-offering in addition to the regular burned offering, and
its meal offering, and their drink offerings. 20 And on the third day eleven
oxen, twomale sheep, fourteen he-lambs of the first year, without anymark;
21 And their meal offering and drink offerings for the oxen, for the male
sheep, and for the lambs, in relation to their number, as it is ordered: 22And
one he-goat for a sin-offering; in addition to the regular burned offering,
and its meal offering, and its drink offering. 23 And on the fourth day ten
oxen, twomale sheep, fourteen he-lambs of the first year, without anymark:
24And theirmeal offering and their drink offerings for the oxen, for themale
sheep, and for the lambs, in relation to their number, as it is ordered. 25And
one he-goat for a sin-offering; in addition to the regular burned offering,
and its meal offering, and its drink offering. 26 And on the fifth day nine
oxen, twomale sheep, fourteen he-lambs of the first year, without anymark:
27And theirmeal offering and their drink offerings for the oxen, for themale
sheep, and for the lambs, in relation to their number, as it is ordered: 28And
one he-goat for a sin-offering; in addition to the regular burned offering,
and its meal offering, and its drink offering. 29 And on the sixth day eight
oxen, twomale sheep, fourteen he-lambs of the first year, without anymark:
30And theirmeal offering and their drink offerings for the oxen, for themale
sheep, and for the lambs, in relation to their number, as it is ordered: 31And
one he-goat for a sin-offering; in addition to the regular burned offering,
its meal offering, and its drink offerings. 32 And on the seventh day seven
oxen, twomale sheep, fourteen he-lambs of the first year, without anymark:
33And theirmeal offering and their drink offerings for the oxen, for themale
sheep, and for the lambs, in relation to their number, as it is ordered: 34And
one he-goat for a sin-offering; in addition to the regular burned offering,
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its meal offering, and its drink offering. 35On the eighth day let there be a
holy meeting: you may do no field-work; 36And give a burned offering, an
offering made by fire of a sweet smell to the Lord: one ox, one male sheep,
seven he-lambs of the first year, without anymark: 37With themeal offering
and the drink offerings for the ox, themale sheep, and the lambs, in relation
to their number, as it is ordered: 38 And one he-goat for a sin-offering; in
addition to the regular burned offering, and its meal offering, and its drink
offering. 39These are the offerings which you are to give to the Lord at your
regular feasts, in addition to the offerings for an oath, and the free offerings
you give, for your burnedofferings andyourdrink offerings andyourpeace-
offerings. 40 So Moses gave the children of Israel all these directions as the
Lord had given him orders.

30
1 And Moses said to the heads of the tribes of the children of Israel, This

is the order of the Lord. 2When a man takes an oath to the Lord, or gives
an undertaking having the force of an oath, let him not go back from his
word, but let him do whatever he has said he will do. 3 If a woman, being
young and under the authority of her father, takes an oath to the Lord or
gives an undertaking; 4 If her father, hearing of her oath or the undertaking
she has given, says nothing to her, then all her oaths and every undertaking
she has given will have force. 5 But if her father, hearing of it, makes her
take back her word, then the oaths or the undertakings she has given will
have no force; and she will have forgiveness from the Lord, because her
oath was broken by her father. 6 And if she is married to a husband at the
time when she is under an oath or an undertaking given without thought;
7 If her husband, hearing of it, says nothing to her at the time, then the
oaths she made and the undertakings she gave will have force. 8 But if her
husband, hearing of it, makes her take it back, then the oath she made and
the undertaking she gave without thought will have no force or effect, and
she will have the Lord's forgiveness. 9 But an oath made by a widow or
one who is no longer married to her husband, and every undertaking she
has given, will have force. 10 If she made an oath while she was under the
authority of her husband, 11 And her husband, hearing of it, said nothing
to her and did not put a stop to it, then all her oaths and every undertaking
she gave will have force. 12But if her husband, on hearing of it, made them
without force or effect, then whatever she has said about her oaths or her
undertaking has no force: her husband has made them without effect, and
she will have the Lord's forgiveness. 13 Every oath, and every undertaking
which she gives, to keep herself from pleasure, may be supported or broken
by her husband. 14 But if the days go on, and her husband says nothing
whatever to her, then he is giving the support of his authority to her oaths
andundertakings, becauseat the timeofhearing themhe saidnothing toher.
15 But if at some time after hearing of them, he makes them without force,
then he is responsible for her wrongdoing. 16 These are the laws which the
Lord gave Moses in relation to a man and his wife, or a father and a young
daughter who is under his authority.

31
1 Then the Lord said to Moses, 2 Give the Midianites punishment for the

wrong they did to the children of Israel: and after that you will go to rest
with your people. 3 So Moses said to the people, Let men from among you
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be armed forwar to put into effect againstMidian the Lord's punishment on
them. 4 From every tribe of Israel send a thousand to the war. 5 So from the
thousandsof Israel a thousandwere taken fromevery tribe, twelve thousand
men armed for war. 6 And Moses sent them out to war, a thousand from
every tribe, and with them Phinehas, the son of Eleazar the priest, taking in
his hands the vessels of the holy place and the horns for sounding the note of
war. 7And they made war onMidian, as the Lord gave orders to Moses; and
they put to death everymale. 8Theyput the kings ofMidian to deathwith the
rest, Evi and Reken and Zur and Hur and Reba, the five kings of Midian: and
Balaam, the son of Beor, they put to death with the sword. 9 The women of
Midianwith their little ones the children of Israel took prisoner; and all their
cattle and flocks and all their goods they took for themselves; 10 And after
burning all their towns and all their tent-circles, 11Theywent awaywith the
goods theyhad taken,manandbeast. 12And theprisoners and the goods and
everything they had taken, they took toMoses and Eleazar the priest and the
people of Israel, to the tent-circle in the lowlands of Moab by the Jordan at
Jericho. 13 Then Moses and Eleazar the priest and the chiefs of the people
went out to them before they had come into the tent-circle. 14 And Moses
was angry with the chiefs of the army, the captains of thousands and the
captains of hundreds who had come back from the war. 15And Moses said
to them,Why have you kept all the women safe? 16 It was these who, moved
by Balaam, were the cause of Israel's sin against the Lord in the question of
Peor, because of which disease came on the people of the Lord. 17 So now
put every male child to death, and every woman who has had sex relations
with a man. 18 But all the female children who have had no sex relations
with men, you may keep for yourselves. 19You yourselves will have to keep
outside the tent-circle for seven days, anyone of youwho has put any person
to death or come near a dead body; and on the third day and on the seventh
day make yourselves and your prisoners clean. 20And every bit of clothing,
and anything made of leather or goats' hair or wood, you are to make clean.
21 Then Eleazar the priest said to the men of war who had been to the fight,
This is the rule of the lawwhich the Lord has given toMoses: 22But gold and
silver and brass and iron and tin and lead, 23 And anything which may be
heated, is to go through the fire and be made clean; but in addition it is to
be put in the water of cleaning: and anything which may not go through
the fire is to be put in the water. 24 And on the seventh day, after washing
your clothing, you will be clean, and then youmay come into the tent-circle.
25 And the Lord said to Moses, 26 Get an account of everything which was
taken in the war, of man and of beast, you and Eleazar the priest and the
heads of families of the people: 27 And let division be made of it into two
parts, one for the men of war who went out to the fight, and one for all the
people: 28And from the men of war who went out let there be offered to the
Lordoneout of everyfivehundred, from thepersons, and from the oxenand
asses and sheep: 29Take this from their part and give it to Eleazar the priest
as an offering to be lifted up to the Lord. 30 And from the part given to the
children of Israel, take one out of every fifty, from the persons, and from the
oxen and asses and sheep, and give it to the Levites who have the care of the
House of the Lord. 31 So Eleazar andMoses did as the Lord had given orders
to Moses. 32Now the beasts taken, in addition to what the fighting-men took
for themselves, were six hundred and seventy-five thousand sheep, 33 And
seventy-two thousand oxen, 34And sixty-one thousand asses; 35And thirty-
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two thousand persons, that is, womenwho had never had sex relationswith
aman. 36And thehalf givenas their part to themenwhowent to thewar,was
three hundred and thirty-seven thousand, five hundred sheep, 37Of which
the Lord's part was six hundred and seventy-five. 38 The number of oxen
was thirty-six thousand, of which the Lord's part was seventy-two; 39 The
number of asses was thirty thousand, five hundred, of which the Lord's part
was sixty-one. 40And the number of personswas sixteen thousand, ofwhich
the Lord's part was thirty-two persons. 41 And Moses gave the Lord's part,
lifted up as an offering, to Eleazar the priest, as the Lord had given orders to
Moses. 42And from the half given to the children of Israel, whichMoses had
kept separate from that given to the fighting-men, 43 (Now the people's half
was three hundred and thirty-seven thousand, five hundred sheep, 44 And
thirty-six thousand oxen, 45And thirty thousand, five hundred asses, 46And
sixteen thousand persons;) 47 Even from the children of Israel's half, Moses
took one out of every fifty, men and beasts, and gave them to the Levites
who had the care of the House of the Lord; as the Lord gave orders toMoses.
48Then themen in authority over the thousands of the army, the captains of
thousands and captains of hundreds, came toMoses, 49And said to him, Your
servants have taken note of the number of all the fighting-men under our
orders, andeveryone ispresent; 50Andwehavehereanoffering for theLord
from what every man took in the war, ornaments of gold, leg-chains and
arm-rings, finger-rings, ear-rings, and neck-ornaments, to make our souls
free from sin before the Lord. 51 So Moses and Eleazar the priest took the
gold from them, even all the worked ornaments. 52And the gold which the
captains of thousands and captains of hundreds gave, as an offering to be
lifted up before the Lord, came to sixteen thousand, seven hundred and fifty
shekels. 53 (For every man of the army had taken goods for himself in the
war.) 54ThenMoses andEleazar thepriest took the gold givenby the captains
of thousands and captains of hundreds, and took it into the Tent of meeting,
to be a sign inmemory of the children of Israel before the Lord.

32
1Now the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had a great number

of cattle: and when they saw that the land of Jazer and the land of Gilead
was a good place for cattle; 2The children of Gad and the children of Reuben
came and said to Moses and to Eleazar the priest and to the chiefs of the
meeting, 3 Ataroth, and Dibon, and Jazer, and Nimrah, and Heshbon, and
Elealeh, and Sebam, and Nebo, and Beon, 4 The land which the Lord gave
into the hands of the children of Israel, is a land for cattle, and your servants
have cattle. 5 And they said, With your approval, let this land be given to
your servants as their heritage: do not take us over Jordan. 6 And Moses
said to the children of Gad and the children of Reuben, Are your brothers
to go to the war, while you take your rest here? 7Why would you take from
the children of Israel the desire to go over into the land which the Lord has
given them? 8 So did your fathers, when I sent them from Kadesh-barnea
to see the land. 9For when they went up to the valley of Eshcol, and saw the
land, they took from the childrenof Israel thedesire to go into the landwhich
the Lord had given them. 10And at that time the Lord was moved to wrath,
and made an oath, saying, 11 Truly, not one of the men of twenty years old
and over who came out of Egypt will see the land which I gave by oath to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; because they have not been true to me with all
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theirheart; 12But onlyCaleb, the sonof Jephunneh theKenizzite, and Joshua,
the sonofNun: because theyhavebeen true to theLord. 13Then theLordwas
angry with Israel, and he made them wanderers in the waste land for forty
years? till all that generation who had done evil in the eyes of the Lord was
dead. 14And now you have come to take the place of your fathers, another
generation of sinners, increasing the wrath of the Lord against Israel. 15For
if you are turned away from him, he will send themwandering again in the
waste land; and you will be the cause of the destruction of all this people.
16 Then they came to him, and said, We will make safe places for our cattle
here, and towns for our little ones; 17But we ourselves will be ready armed
to go before the children of Israel till we have taken them to their place: but
our little oneswill be safe in thewalled towns against the people of the land.
18Wewill not come back to our houses till every one of the children of Israel
has come into his heritage. 19 For we will not have our heritage with them
on the other side of Jordan and forward; because our heritage has come to
us on this side of Jordan to the east. 20 Then Moses said to them, If you will
do this, arming yourselves to go before the Lord to the war, 21 Every armed
man of you going across Jordan before the Lord till he has overcome and
sent in flight all who are against him, 22 And the land is under the rule of
the Lord: then after that you may come back, having done no wrong to the
Lord and to Israel; and this land will be yours for your heritage before the
Lord. 23 But if you do not do this, then you are sinners against the Lord;
and you may be certain that your sin will have its reward. 24 So get to work
building your towns for your little ones, and safe places for your sheep; and
do as you have said. 25And the children of Gad and the children of Reuben
said to Moses, Your servants will do as my lord says. 26Our little ones, our
wives, and our flocks, and all our cattle, will be there in the towns of Gilead;
27But your servants will go over, every man armed for war, before the Lord
to the fight, as my lord says. 28 So Moses gave orders about them to Eleazar
the priest and to Joshua, the son of Nun, and to the heads of families of the
tribes of the children of Israel. 29And Moses said to them, If the children of
Gad and the children of Reuben go with you over Jordan, every man armed
for the fight before the Lord, and all the land is given into your hands, then
let them have the land of Gilead for a heritage: 30But if they do not go over
with you armed, they will have to take their heritage with you in the land
of Canaan. 31 Then the children of Gad and the children of Reuben said, As
the Lord has said to your servants, so will we do. 32We will go over armed
before the Lord into the land of Canaan, and youwill give us our heritage on
this side of Jordan. 33SoMoses gave to them, even to the children of Gad and
the children of Reuben and to the half-tribe of Manasseh, the son of Joseph,
the kingdom of Sihon, king of the Amorites and Og, king of Bashan, all the
land with its towns and the country round them. 34And the children of Gad
were the builders of Dibon and Ataroth and Aroer; 35 And Atroth-shophan
and Jazer and Jogbehah; 36And Beth-nimrah and Beth-haran: walled towns
and shut-inplaces for sheep. 37And the childrenofReubenwere thebuilders
of Heshbon and Elealeh and Kiriathaim; 38And Nebo and Baal-meon, (their
names being changed,) and Sibmah: and they gave other names to the towns
they made. 39 And the children of Machir, the son of Manasseh, went to
Gilead and took it, driving out the Amorites who were living there. 40 And
Moses gave Gilead toMachir, the son ofManasseh; and hemade it his living-
place. 41And Jair, the son of Manasseh, went and took the towns of Gilead,
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naming themHavvoth-Jair. 42AndNobahwent and tookKenathand its small
towns, naming it Nobah, after himself.

33
1 These are the journeys of the children of Israel, when they went out of

the land of Egypt in their armies, under the direction of Moses and Aaron.
2And the stages of their journey on their way out were put down in writing
by Moses at the order of the Lord: these are the stages of their journey and
the way they went. 3On the fifteenth day of the first month they went out
from Rameses; on the day after the Passover the children of Israel went out
by the power of the Lord before the eyes of all the Egyptians, 4 While the
Egyptians were placing in the earth the bodies of their sons on whom the
Lord had sent destruction: and their gods had been judged by him. 5 So
the children of Israel went from Rameses and put up their tents in Succoth.
6And theywent on fromSuccoth and put up their tents in Ethamon the edge
of the waste land. 7 And from Etham, turning back to Pi-hahiroth which is
before Baal-zephon, they put up their tents before Migdol. 8And journeying
on frombeforeHahiroth, theywent through the sea into thewaste land: they
went three days' journey through the waste land of Etham and put up their
tents in Marah. 9And from Marah they went on to Elim: and in Elim there
were twelve water-springs and seventy palm-trees; and they put up their
tents there. 10 And they went on from Elim and put up their tents by the
Red Sea. 11 Then from the Red Sea they went on and put up their tents in
the waste land of Sin. 12And they went on from the waste land of Sin, and
put up their tents in Dophkah. 13And they went on from Dophkah, and put
up their tents in Alush. 14 And they went on from Alush, and put up their
tents in Rephidim,where therewas no drinking-water for the people. 15And
they went on from Rephidim, and put up their tents in the waste land of
Sinai. 16 And they went on from the waste land of Sinai and put up their
tents in Kibroth-hattaavah. 17 And they went on from Kibroth-hattaavah,
and put up their tents in Hazeroth. 18And they went on fromHazeroth, and
put up their tents in Rithmah. 19 And they went on from Rithmah, and put
up their tents in Rimmon-perez. 20And they went on from Rimmon-perez,
and put up their tents in Libnah. 21 And they went on from Libnah, and
put up their tents in Rissah. 22 And they went on from Rissah, and put up
their tents in Kehelathah. 23 And they went on from Kehelathah, and put
up their tents in Mount Shepher. 24And they went on from Mount Shepher,
and put up their tents in Haradah. 25And they went on from Haradah, and
put up their tents in Makheloth. 26And they went on from Makheloth, and
put up their tents in Tahath. 27 And they went on from Tahath, and put up
their tents in Terah. 28And they went on from Terah, and put up their tents
in Mithkah. 29 And they went on from Mithkah, and put up their tents in
Hashmonah. 30And they went on from Hashmonah, and put up their tents
in Moseroth. 31 And they went on from Moseroth, and put up their tents
in Bene-jaakan. 32 And they went on from Bene-jaakan, and put up their
tents in Hor-haggidgad. 33 And they went on from Hor-haggidgad, and put
up their tents in Jotbathah. 34 And they went on from Jotbathah, and put
up their tents in Abronah. 35 And they went on from Abronah, and put up
their tents in Ezion-geber. 36And they went on from Ezion-geber, and put up
their tents in the waste land of Zin (which is Kadesh). 37 And they went on
from Kadesh, and put up their tents in Mount Hor, on the edge of the land
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of Edom. 38And Aaron the priest went up into the mountain at the order of
the Lord, and came to his death there, in the fortieth year after the children
of Israel had come out of the land of Egypt, in the fifth month, on the first
day of themonth. 39Aaronwas a hundred and twenty-three years old at the
time of his death in Mount Hor. 40And news of the coming of the children of
Israel came to the king of Arad, the Canaanite, whowas living in the South in
the land of Canaan. 41And from Mount Hor they went on, and put up their
tents in Zalmonah. 42 And they went on from Zalmonah, and put up their
tents in Punon. 43 And they went on from Punon, and put up their tents in
Oboth. 44And theywent on fromOboth, and put up their tents in Iye-abarim
at the edge of Moab. 45And they went on from Iyim, and put up their tents
in Dibon-gad. 46 And from Dibon-gad they went on, and put up their tents
in Almon-diblathaim. 47And from Almon-diblathaim they went on, and put
up their tents in the mountains of Abarim, before Nebo. 48 And they went
on from the mountains of Abarim, and put up their tents in the lowlands
of Moab by Jordan at Jericho; 49 Planting their tents by the side of Jordan
from Beth-jeshimoth as far as Abel-shittim in the lowlands of Moab. 50And
in the lowlands of Moab by Jordan at Jericho, the Lord said to Moses, 51 Say
to the children of Israel, When you go over Jordan into the land of Canaan,
52 See that all the people of the land are forced out from before you, and put
to destruction all their pictured stones, and all their metal images, and all
their high places: 53And take the land for yourselves, for your resting-place:
for to you I have given the land as your heritage. 54 And you will take up
your heritage in the land by the decision of the Lord, to every family its part;
the greater the family the greater its heritage, and the smaller the family
the smaller will be its heritage; wherever the decision of the Lord gives to
any man his part, that will be his; distribution will be made to you by your
fathers' tribes. 55But if youare slow indrivingout thepeopleof the land, then
those of themwho are still there will be like pin-points in your eyes and like
thorns in your sides, troubling you in the land where you are living. 56And
it will come about that as it wasmy purpose to do to them, so I will do to you.

34
1 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Give orders to the children of Israel and

say to them,When you come into the land of Canaan; (this is the land which
is to be your heritage, the land of Canaan inside these limits,) 3 Then your
south quarter will be from the waste land of Zin by the side of Edom, and
your limit on the south will be from the east end of the Salt Sea, 4And round
to the south of the slope of Akrabbim, and on to Zin: and its direction will
be south of Kadesh-barnea, and it will go as far as Hazar-addar and on to
Azmon: 5And from Azmon it will go round to the stream of Egypt as far as
the sea. 6And for your limit on the west you will have the Great Sea and its
edge: thiswill be your limit on thewest. 7And your limit on the northwill be
the line from theGreat Sea toMountHor: 8And fromMountHor the linewill
go in the direction of Hamath; the farthest point of it will be at Zedad: 9And
the limitwill go on to Ziphron, with its farthest point at Hazar-enan: thiswill
be your limit on the north. 10And on the east, your limit will be marked out
fromHazar-enan to Shepham, 11Goingdown fromShepham toRiblahon the
east side of Ain, and on as far as the east side of the sea of Chinnereth: 12And
so down to Jordan, stretching to the Salt Sea: all the land inside these limits
will be yours. 13AndMoses gave orders to the children of Israel saying, This



Numbers 34:14 173 Numbers 35:16

is the land which is to be your heritage, by the decision of the Lord, which
by the Lord's order is to be given to the nine tribes and the half-tribe: 14 For
the tribe of the children of Reuben, by their fathers' families, and the tribe of
the childrenofGad, by their fathers' families, and thehalf-tribe ofManasseh,
havebeengiven theirheritage: 15The two tribes and thehalf-tribehavebeen
given their heritage on the other side of Jordan at Jericho, on the east looking
to the dawn. 16 And the Lord said to Moses, 17 These are the names of the
men who are to make the distribution of the land among you: Eleazar the
priest and Joshua, the sonofNun. 18Andyouare to take one chief fromevery
tribe to make the distribution of the land. 19And these are the names of the
men: of the tribe of Judah, Caleb, the son of Jephunneh. 20And of the tribe
of the children of Simeon, Shemuel, the son of Ammihud. 21Of the tribe of
Benjamin, Elidad, the son of Chislon. 22 And of the tribe of the children of
Dan, a chief, Bukki, the son of Jogli. 23Of the children of Joseph: of the tribe
of the children of Manasseh, a chief, Hanniel, the son of Ephod: 24 And of
the tribe of the children of Ephraim, a chief, Kemuel, the son of Shiphtan.
25And of the tribe of the children of Zebulun, a chief, Elizaphan, the son of
Parnach. 26Andof the tribe of the childrenof Issachar, a chief, Paltiel, the son
of Azzan. 27And of the tribe of the children of Asher, a chief, Ahihud, the son
of Shelomi. 28And of the tribe of the children of Naphtali, a chief, Pedahel,
the sonofAmmihud. 29Theseare they towhomtheLordgaveorders tomake
the distribution of the heritage among the children of Israel in the land of
Canaan.

35
1And the Lord said toMoses in the lowlands of Moab by Jordan at Jericho,

2Give orders to the children of Israel to give to the Levites, from the heritage
which is theirs, towns for themselves,with landon theoutskirts of the towns.
3 These towns are to be their living-places, with land round them for their
cattle and their food and all their beasts, 4 Stretching from the wall of the
towns a distance of a thousand cubits all round. 5Themeasure of this space
of land is to be two thousand cubits outside the town on the east, and two
thousand cubits on the south and on the west and on the north, the town
being in the middle. This space will be the outskirts of their towns. 6 And
the towns which you give the Levites are to be the six safe places to which
the taker of life may go in flight; and in addition you are to give them forty-
two towns. 7 Forty-eight towns are to be given to the Levites, all with land
round them. 8 And these towns are to be given out of the heritage of the
children of Israel, taking the greater number from those who have much,
and a smaller number from those who have little: everyone, in themeasure
of his heritage, is to give of his property to the Levites. 9And the Lord said to
Moses, 10 Say to the children of Israel, when you have gone over Jordan into
the land of Canaan; 11 Then let certain towns be marked out as safe places
to which anyone who takes the life of another in error may go in flight. 12 In
these towns you may be safe from him who has the right of punishment; so
that death may not overtake the taker of life till he has been judged by the
meeting of the people. 13 Six of the towns which you give will be such safe
places; 14Three on the other side of Jordan and three in the land of Canaan,
to be safe places for flight. 15For the children of Israel and for theman from
another country who is living among them, these six towns are to be safe
places, where anyone causing the death of another through error may go in
flight. 16 But if a man gives another man a blow with an iron instrument,
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causing his death, he is a taker of life and is certainly to be put to death. 17Or
if he gives himablowwith a stone inhis hand, causinghis death, he is a taker
of life and is certainly to be put to death. 18Or if he gave him blows with a
wood instrument in his hands, causing his death, he is a taker of life and is
certainly to be put to death. 19He whose right it is to give punishment for
blood, may himself put to death the taker of life when he comes face to face
with him. 20 If in his hate he put a sword through him, or waiting secretly
for him sent a spear or stone at him, causing his death; 21 Or in hate gave
himblowswith his hand, causing death; hewho gave the death-blow is to be
put to death; he is a taker of life: he whose right it is to give punishment for
bloodmay put to death the taker of lifewhen he comes face to facewith him.
22 But if a man has given a wound to another suddenly and not in hate, or
without design has sent something against him, 23Or has given him a blow
witha stone,without seeinghim, so causinghisdeath, thoughhehadnothing
against himandnodesire todohimevil: 24Then let themeetingof thepeople
be judge between the man responsible for the death and him who has the
right of punishment for blood, acting by these rules: 25 And let the people
keep the man responsible for the death safe from the hands of himwho has
the right of punishment for blood, and send himback to his safe townwhere
he had gone in flight: there let him be till the death of the high priest who
was marked with the holy oil. 26 But if ever he goes outside the walls of
the safe town where he had gone in flight, 27 And the giver of punishment,
meeting him outside the walls of the town, puts him to death, he will not be
responsible for his blood: 28Because he had been ordered to keep inside the
safe town till thedeathof thehighpriest: but after thedeathof thehighpriest
the taker of life may come back to the place of his heritage. 29 These rules
are to be your guide in judging through all your generations wherever you
may be living. 30Anyone causing the death of another is himself to be put to
death on the word of witnesses: but the word of one witness is not enough.
31 Further, no price may be given for the life of one who has taken life and
whose right reward is death: he is certainly to be put to death. 32 And no
price may be offered for one who has gone in flight to a safe town, for the
purpose of letting him come back to his place before the death of the high
priest. 33 So do not make the land where you are living unholy: for blood
makes the land unholy: and there is noway ofmaking the land free from the
blood which has come on it, but only by the death of himwhowas the cause
of it. 34Do not make unclean the land where you are living and in which is
my House: for I the Lord am present among the children of Israel.

36
1Now the heads of the families of the children of Gilead, the son ofMachir,

the son of Manasseh, of the families of the sons of Joseph, came to Moses,
the chiefs and the heads of families of the children of Israel being present,
2And said, The Lord gave orders to my lord to make distribution of the land
as their heritage to the children of Israel: and my lord was ordered by the
Lord to give the heritage of Zelophehad, our brother, to his daughters. 3Now
if they get married to any of the sons of other tribes of the children of Israel,
then their property will be taken away from the heritage of our fathers, and
become part of the heritage of the tribe into which they get married: and
their heritage will be taken away from the heritage of our tribe. 4And at the
timeof the Jubileeof the childrenof Israel, theirpropertywill be joined to the
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heritage of the tribe of which they are part and will be taken away from the
heritage of the tribe of our fathers. 5 So by the direction of the Lord, Moses
gave orders to the children of Israel, saying, What the tribe of the sons of
Josephhave said is right. 6This is theorderof theLordabout thedaughters of
Zelophehad: TheLord says, Let them take as their husbandswhoever ismost
pleasing to them, but only among the family of their father's tribe. 7And so
no property will be handed from tribe to tribe among the children of Israel;
but every one of the children of Israel will keep the heritage of his father's
tribe. 8And every daughter owning property in any tribe of the children of
Israel is to bemarried to one of the family of her father's tribe, so that every
man of the children of Israel may keep the heritage of his fathers. 9And no
property will be handed from one tribe to another, but every tribe of the
children of Israel will keep its heritage. 10 So the daughters of Zelophehad
did as the Lord gave orders toMoses: 11ForMahlah, Tirzah, andHoglah, and
Milcah, and Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, took as their husbands the
sons of their father's brothers: 12And were married into the families of the
sons ofManasseh, the son of Joseph, and their propertywas kept in the tribe
of their father's family 13 These are the laws and the orders which the Lord
gave to the children of Israel byMoses, in the lowlands ofMoab by Jordan at
Jericho.
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The Fifth Book ofMoses,
Commonly Called
Deuteronomy

1 These are the words which Moses said to all Israel on the far side of
Jordan, in the waste land in the Arabah opposite Suph, between Paran on
the one side, and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Dizahab on the other. 2 It is
elevendays' journey fromHorebby thewayofMount Seir toKadesh-barnea.
3Now in the fortieth year, on the first day of the eleventhmonth, Moses gave
to the childrenof Israel all theorderswhich theLordhadgivenhimfor them;
4After he had overcome Sihon, king of the Amorites, ruling in Heshbon, and
Og, king of Bashan, ruling inAshtaroth, at Edrei: 5On the far side of Jordan in
the land ofMoab, Moses gave the people this law, saying, 6The Lord our God
said to us in Horeb, You have been long enough in this mountain: 7Make a
move now, and go on your way into the hill-country of the Amorites and the
places near it, in the Arabah and the hill-country and in the lowlands and in
the South and by the seaside, all the land of the Canaanites, and Lebanon, as
far as the great river, the river Euphrates. 8 See, all the land is before you:
go in and take for yourselves the land which the Lord gave by an oath to
your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and to their seed after them. 9 At
that time I said to you, I am not able to undertake the care of you by myself;
10The Lord your God has given you increase, and now you are like the stars
of heaven in number. 11May the Lord, the God of your fathers, make you a
thousand times greater in number than you are, and give you his blessing as
he has said! 12How is it possible for me by myself to be responsible for you,
and undertake the weight of all your troubles and your arguments? 13Take
for yourselvesmenwhoarewise, far-seeing, and respectedamongyou, from
your tribes, and I will make them rulers over you. 14And you made answer
and said tome, It is good for us to do as you say. 15So I took the heads of your
tribes, wise men and respected, and made them rulers over you, captains
of thousands and captains of hundreds and captains of fifties and captains
of tens, and overseers of your tribes. 16 And at that time I gave orders to
your judges, saying, Let all questions between your brothers come before
you for hearing, and give decisions uprightly betweenamanandhis brother
or one from another nationwho is with him. 17 In judging, do not let aman's
position have any weight with you; give hearing equally to small and great;
have no fear of any man, for it is God who is judge: and any cause in which
you are not able to give a decision, you are to put before me and I will give
it a hearing. 18And at that time I gave you all the orders which you were to
do. 19 Then we went on from Horeb, through all that great and cruel waste
which you saw, on our way to the hill-country of the Amorites, as the Lord
gaveus orders; andwecame toKadesh-barnea. 20And I said to you, Youhave
come to the hill-country of theAmorites, which the Lord ourGod is giving us.
21 See now, the Lord your God has put the land into your hands: go up and
take it, as the Lord, the God of your fathers, has said to you; have no fear and
do not be troubled. 22And you came near to me, every one of you, and said,
Let us send men before us to go through the land with care and give us an
account of thewaywe are to go and the towns towhichwewill come. 23And
what you said seemed good to me, and I took twelve men from among you,
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one from every tribe; 24And they went up into the hill-country and came to
the valley of Eshcol, and saw what was there. 25 And taking in their hands
some of the fruit of the land, they came down again to us, and gave us their
account, saying, It is a good land which the Lord our God is giving us. 26But
goingagainst theorderof theLordyourGod, youwouldnot goup: 27Andyou
made an angry outcry in your tents, and said, In his hate for us the Lord has
taken us out of the land of Egypt, to give us up into the hands of the Amorites
for our destruction. 28Where arewe going up? Our brothers havemade our
hearts feeble with fear by saying, The people are greater and taller than we
are, and the towns are great and walled up to heaven; and more than this,
we have seen the sons of the Anakim there. 29 Then I said to you, Have no
fear of them. 30 The Lord your God who goes before you will be fighting for
you, and will do such wonders as he did for you in Egypt before your eyes;
31And in thewaste land, where you have seen how the Lordwas supporting
you, as a man does his son, in all your journeying till you came to this place.
32But for all this, you had no faith in the Lord your God, 33Who goes before
you on your way, looking for a place where you may put up your tents, in
fire by night, lighting up the way you are to go, and in a cloud by day. 34And
the Lord, hearing yourwords, was angry, and saidwith an oath, 35Truly, not
one of this evil generation will see that good land which I said I would give
to your fathers, 36 But only Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, he will see it; and
to him and to his children I will give the land over which his feet have gone,
because he has been true to the Lord with all his heart. 37And, in addition,
the Lord was angry with me because of you, saying, You yourself will not go
into it: 38 Joshua, the son of Nun, your servant, he will go into the land: say
to him that he is to be strong, for he will be Israel's guide into their heritage.
39And your little ones, who, you said, would come into strange hands, your
children, who now have no knowledge of good or evil, they will go into that
land, and to them I will give it and it will be theirs. 40But as for you, go back,
journeying into the waste land by the way of the Red Sea. 41 Then you said
to me,We have done evil against the Lord, we will go up to the attack, as the
Lord our God has given us orders. And arming yourselves every one, you
made ready to go up without care into the hill-country. 42And the Lord said
to me, Say to them, Do not go up to the attack; for I am not among you, and
you will be overcome by those who are against you. 43This I said to you, but
you gave no attention and went against the orders of the Lord, and in your
pridewent up into the hill-country. 44And theAmoriteswhowere in the hill-
country came out against you and put you to flight, rushing after you like
bees, and overcame you in Seir, driving you even as far as Hormah. 45And
you came back, weeping before the Lord; but the Lord gave no attention to
your cries and did not give ear to you. 46So youwere kept waiting in Kadesh
for a long time.

2
1 Then we went back, journeying into the waste land by the way to the

Red Sea, as the Lord had said to me: and we were a long time going round
Mount Seir. 2And the Lord said tome, 3You have been journeying round this
mountain long enough: now go to the north; 4 And give the people orders,
saying, You are about to go through the land of your brothers, the children
of Esau, who are living in Seir; and they will have fear of you; so take care
what you do: 5Make no attack on them, for I will not give you any of their
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land, not even space enough for a man's foot: because I have given Mount
Seir to Esau for his heritage. 6 You may get food for your needs from them
for a price, and water for drinking. 7 For the blessing of the Lord your God
has been on you in all the work of your hands: he has knowledge of your
wanderings through this great waste: these forty years the Lord your God
has been with you, and you have been short of nothing. 8 So we went on
past our brothers, the children of Esau, living in Seir, by the road through
the Arabah, from Elath and Ezion-geber. And turning, we went by the road
through the waste land of Moab. 9And the Lord said to me, Make no attack
on Moab and do not go to war with them, for I will not give you any of his
land: because I have given Ar to the children of Lot for their heritage. 10 (In
the past the Emim were living there; a great people, equal in numbers to
the Anakim and as tall; 11 They are numbered among the Rephaim, like the
Anakim; but are named Emim by the Moabites. 12And the Horites in earlier
times were living in Seir, but the children of Esau took their place; they sent
destruction on them and took their land for themselves, as Israel did to the
land of his heritage which the Lord gave them.) 13Get up now, and go over
the stream Zered. So we went over the stream Zered. 14 Thirty-eight years
had gone by from the time whenwe came away from Kadesh-barnea till we
went over the streamZered; by that time all the generation of themenofwar
among us were dead, as the Lord had said. 15 For the hand of the Lord was
against them, working their destruction, till all were dead. 16So when death
had overtaken all themen of war among the people, 17Theword of the Lord
came to me, saying, 18 You are about to go by Ar, the limit of the country of
Moab; 19And when you come near the land of the children of Ammon, give
themnocauseof trouble anddonotmakewaron them, for Iwill not give you
any of the land of the children of Ammon for your heritage: because I have
given it to the children of Lot. 20 (That land is said to have been a land of the
Rephaim, for Rephaim had been living there in earlier times, but they were
named Zamzummim by the Ammonites; 21They were a great people, tall as
the Anakim, and equal to them in number; but the Lord sent destruction on
them and the children of Ammon took their place, living in their land; 22As
he did for the children of Esau living in Seir, when he sent destruction on
the Horites before them, and they took their land where they are living to
this day: 23And the Avvim, living in the small towns as far as Gaza, came to
destruction by the hands of the Caphtorim who came out from Caphtor and
took their land.) 24 Get up now, and go on your journey, crossing over the
valley of the Arnon: see, I have given into your hands Sihon, the Amorite,
king ofHeshbon, andall his land: go forward tomake it yours, andmakewar
onhim, 25Fromnowon Iwill put the fear of you in all peoples under heaven,
who, hearing of you, will be shaking with fear and grief of heart because of
you. 26Then fromthewaste landofKedemoth I sent representatives toSihon,
kingofHeshbon,withwordsofpeace, saying, 27Letmego throughyour land:
Iwill keep to thehighway, not turning to the right or to the left; 28Letmehave
food, at a price, formyneeds, andwater for drinking: only letme go through
on foot; 29As the children of Esau did for me in Seir and the Moabites in Ar;
till I have gone over Jordan into the land which the Lord our God is giving
us. 30But Sihon, king of Heshbon, would not let us go through; for the Lord
yourGodmadehis spirit hard andhis heart strong, so that hemight give him
up into your hands as at this day. 31And the Lord said to me, See, from now
on I have given Sihon and his land into your hands: go forward now to take
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his land and make it yours. 32 Then Sihon came out against us with all his
people, to make an attack on us at Jahaz. 33And the Lord our God gave him
into our hands; and we overcame him and his sons and all his people. 34At
that timewe took all his towns, and gave them over to complete destruction,
together with men, women, and children; we had no mercy on any: 35Only
the cattlewe took for ourselves,with the goods from the townswehad taken.
36FromAroer on the edge of the valley of theArnonand from the town in the
valley as far as Gilead, no town was strong enough to keep us out; the Lord
our God gave them all into our hands: 37But you did not go near the land of
the children of Ammon, that is, all the side of the river Jabbok or the towns
of the hill-country, wherever the Lord our God had said wewere not to go.

3
1Then turning we took the road to Bashan: and Og, king of Bashan, came

out against us with all his people, and made an attack on us at Edrei. 2And
the Lord said to me, Have no fear of him: for I have given him and all his
people and his land into your hands; do to him as you did to Sihon, king
of the Amorites, who was ruling in Heshbon. 3 So the Lord our God gave
up Og, king of Bashan, and all his people into our hands; and we overcame
him so completely that all his people came to their end in the fight. 4At that
time we took all his towns; there was not one town of the sixty towns, all
the country of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan, which we did not take.
5 All these towns had high walls round them with doors and locks; and in
addition we took a great number of unwalled towns. 6And we put them to
the curse, every town together with men, women, and children. 7 But we
took for ourselves all the cattle and the stored wealth of the towns. 8At that
timewe took their land from the two kings of the Amorites on the far side of
Jordan, from the valley of the Arnon to Mount Hermon; 9 (By the Sidonians,
Hermon is named Sirion, and by the Amorites Shenir;) 10All the towns of the
table-land and all Gilead and Bashan as far as Salecah and Edrei, towns of
the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 11 (For Og, king of Bashan, was the last of all
the Rephaim; his bedwasmade of iron; is it not in Rabbah, in the land of the
children of Ammon? It was nine cubits long and four cubits wide, measured
by the common cubit.) 12 And this land which we took at that time, from
Aroer by the valley of the Arnon, and half the hill-country of Gilead with its
towns, I gave to the Reubenites and the Gadites. 13The rest of Gilead and all
Bashan, thekingdomofOg, all the landofArgob, togetherwithBashan, I gave
to the half-tribe of Manasseh. (This land is named the land of the Rephaim.
14 Jair, the son of Manasseh, took all the land of Argob, as far as the country
of the Geshurites and theMaacathites, naming it, Bashan, Havvoth-Jair after
himself, as it is to this day.) 15And Gilead I gave to Machir. 16And the land
fromGilead to thevalley of theArnon,with themiddle of thevalley as a limit,
as far as the river Jabbok which is the limit of the country of the children of
Ammon, I gave to the Reubenites and the Gadites; 17As well as the Arabah,
with the river Jordan as their limit, from Chinnereth to the Salt Sea, under
the slopes of Pisgah to the east. 18At that time I gave you orders, saying, The
Lord has given you this land for your heritage: all the men of war are to go
over armed before your brothers the children of Israel. 19 But your wives
and your little ones and your cattle (for it is clear that you havemuch cattle)
may go on living in the towns I have given you; 20Till the Lord has given rest
to your brothers as to you, and till they have taken for themselves the land
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which the Lord your God is giving them on the other side of Jordan: then
you may go back, every man of you, to the heritage which I have given you.
21And I gave orders to Joshua at that time, saying, Your eyes have seenwhat
the Lord your God has done to these two kings: so will the Lord do to all
the kingdoms into which you come. 22Have no fear of them, for the Lord
your God will be fighting for you. 23And at that time I made request to the
Lord, saying, 24O Lord God, you have now for the first time let your servant
see your great power and the strength of your hand; for what god is there
in heaven or on earth able to do such great works and such acts of power?
25Let me go over, O Lord, and see the good land on the other side of Jordan,
and that fair mountain country, even Lebanon. 26 But the Lord was angry
with me because of you and would not give ear to my prayer; and the Lord
said to me, Let it be enough, say no more about this thing. 27 Go up to the
top of Pisgah, and turning your eyes to the west and the north, to the south
and the east, see the land with your eyes: for you are not to go over Jordan.
28But give my orders to Joshua, comforting him andmaking him strong; for
he is to go over Jordan at the head of this people, and he will give them this
landwhich youwill see for their heritage. 29Sowewerewaiting in the valley
facing Beth-peor.

4
1 And now give ear, O Israel, to the laws and the decisions which I am

teaching you, and do them; so that life may be yours, and youmay go in and
take for yourselves the landwhich theLord, theGodof your fathers, is giving
you. 2Makenoaddition to theorderswhich I giveyou, and takenothing from
them, but keep the orders of the Lord your Godwhich I give you. 3Your eyes
haveseenwhat theLorddidbecauseofBaal-peor: fordestructioncamefrom
the Lord on all those among you who went after Baal-peor. 4 But you who
kept faith with the Lord are living, every one of you, today. 5 I have been
teaching you laws and decisions, as I was ordered to do by the Lordmy God,
so that youmight keep them in the land to which you are going to take it for
your heritage. 6So keep these laws anddo them; for sowill yourwisdomand
good sense be clear in the eyes of the peoples, whohearing all these lawswill
say, Truly, this great nation is a wise and far-seeing people. 7 For what great
nation has a god so near to them as the Lord our God is, whenever we are
turned to him in prayer? 8And what great nation has laws and decisions so
right as all this lawwhich I put before you today? 9Only take care, and keep
watch on your soul, for fear that the things which your eyes have seen go
from your memory and from your heart all the days of your life; but let the
knowledge of thembegiven to your childrenand to your children's children;
10That day when you were waiting before the Lord your God in Horeb, and
the Lord said to me, Make all the people come together, so that hearing my
words they may go in fear of me all the days of their life on earth and give
this teaching to their children. 11And you came near, waiting at the foot of
the mountain; and flames of fire went up from the mountain to the heart of
heaven, with dark clouds, and all was black as night. 12And the voice of the
Lord came to you out of the fire: the sound of his words came to your ears
but you saw no form; there was nothing but a voice. 13And he gave you his
agreement with you, the ten rules which you were to keep, which he put in
writing on the two stones of the law. 14And the Lord gave me orders at that
time tomake clear to you these lawsanddecisions, so that youmight do them
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in the land to which you are going, and which is to be your heritage. 15 So
keep watch on yourselves with care; for you saw no form of any sort on the
day when the voice of the Lord came to you in Horeb out of the heart of the
fire: 16So that youmaynot be turned to evilways andmake for yourselves an
image in the form of any living thing, male or female, 17Or any beast of the
earth, orwingedbird of the air, 18Or of anythingwhich goes flat on the earth,
or any fish in the water under the earth. 19 And when your eyes are lifted
up to heaven, and you see the sun and the moon and the stars, all the army
of heaven, do not let yourselves be moved to give themworship, or become
the servants of what the Lord has given equally to all peoples under heaven.
20But the Lordhas taken you out of the flamingfire, out of Egypt, to be to him
the people of his heritage, as you are today. 21And the Lord was angry with
me because of you, and made an oath that I was not to go over Jordan into
the good land which the Lord is giving you for your heritage: 22 But death
is to come to me in this land, I may not go over Jordan: but you will go over
and take that good land for your heritage. 23Take care that you do not let the
agreement of the Lord yourGod,which he hasmadewith you, go out of your
mind, or make for yourselves images of any sort, against the orders which
the Lord your God has given you. 24For the Lord your God is an all-burning
fire, and he will not let the honour which is his be given to any other. 25 If,
when you have had children and children's children, and have been living
a long time in the land, you are turned to evil ways, and make an image of
any sort, and do evil in the eyes of the Lord your God, moving him to wrath:
26Mayheaven and earth bemywitnesses against you today, that destruction
will quickly overtake you, cutting you off from that landwhich you are going
over Jordan to take; your days will not be long in that land, but you will
come to a complete end. 27And the Lordwill send youwandering among the
peoples; only a small band of youwill be kept from death among the nations
where the Lordwill send you. 28There youwill be the servants of gods,made
bymen's hands, of wood and stone, having no power of seeing or hearing or
taking food or smelling. 29 But if in those lands you are turned again to the
Lord your God, searching for him with all your heart and soul, he will not
keep himself from you. 30When you are in trouble and all these things have
comeon you, if, in the future, you are turned again to the Lord yourGod, and
give ear to his voice: 31Because the Lord your God is a God of mercy, he will
not take awayhis help fromyouor let destructionovertake you, or be false to
the agreement which hemade by an oath with your fathers. 32Give thought
nowto thedayswhicharepast, beforeyour time, fromthedaywhenGodfirst
gave life to man on the earth, and searching from one end of heaven to the
other, see if such a great thing as this has ever been, or if anything like it has
been talked of in story. 33Has any people ever gone on living after hearing
the voice of God out of the heart of the fire as you did? 34HasGod ever before
taken a nation for himself from out of another nation, by punishments and
signs and wonders, by war and by a strong hand and a stretched-out arm
and great acts of wonder and fear, as the Lord your God did for you in Egypt,
before your very eyes? 35All this he let you see, so that youmight be certain
that the Lord is God and there is no other. 36Out of heaven itself his voice
came to you, teaching you; and on earth he let you see his great fire; and his
words came to your ears out of theheart of thefire. 37Andbecause of his love
for your fathers, he took their seed and made it his, and he himself, present
among you, took you out of Egypt by his great power; 38Driving out before
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you nations greater and stronger than you, to take you into their land and
give it to you for your heritage, as at this day. 39So today be certain, and keep
the knowledge deep in your hearts, that the Lord is God, in heaven on high
andhere onearth; there is nootherGod. 40Thenkeephis laws andhis orders
which I give you today, so that it may be well for you and for your children
after you, and that your lives may be long in the land which the Lord your
God is giving you for ever. 41ThenMoses had three townsmarked out on the
far side of Jordan looking to the east; 42Towhich anyone causing the death of
his neighbour in error andnot through hate,might go in flight; so that in one
of these towns hemight be kept from death: 43The names of the townswere
Bezer in the waste land, in the table-land, for the Reubenites; and Ramoth
in Gilead for the Gadites; and Golan in Bashan for Manasseh. 44 This is the
lawwhichMoses put before the children of Israel: 45These are the rules and
the laws and the decisions which Moses gave to the children of Israel after
they came out of Egypt; 46On the far side of Jordan, in the valley facing Beth-
peor, in the land of Sihon, king of the Amorites, who was ruling in Heshbon,
whomMoses and the children of Israel overcame after they had come out of
Egypt: 47 And they took his land for a heritage, and the land of Og, king of
Bashan, the two kings of the Amorites, whose lands were on the other side
of Jordan to the east; 48From Aroer on the edge of the valley of the Arnon as
far as Mount Sion, which is Hermon, 49And all the Arabah on the far side of
Jordan to the east, as far as the sea of the Arabah under the slopes of Pisgah.

5
1And Moses sent for all Israel, and said to them, Give ear, O Israel, to the

laws and the decisions which I give you today, and give attention to them
so that you may keep and do them. 2 The Lord our God made an agreement
with us in Horeb. 3 The Lord did not make this agreement with our fathers
but with us, who are all living and present here today. 4 The word of the
Lord came to you face to face on themountain, out of the heart of the fire, 5 (I
was between the Lord and you at that time, tomake clear to you the word of
the Lord: because, through fear of the fire, you did not go up themountain;)
saying, 6 I am the Lord yourGod,who took you out of the land of Egypt, out of
theprison-house. 7Youare tohavenoother gods butme. 8Youmaynotmake
for yourselves an image in the form of anything in heaven or on earth or in
thewatersunder the earth: 9Youmaynot godownonyour facesbefore them
or give them worship: for I, the Lord your God, am a God who will not give
his honour to another; and I will send punishment on the children for the
wrongdoing of their fathers, to the third and fourth generation ofmyhaters;
10And I will havemercy through a thousand generations on thosewho have
love for me and keepmy laws. 11You are not to make use of the name of the
Lord your God for an evil purpose; whoever takes the Lord's name on his
lips for an evil purpose will be judged as a sinner by the Lord. 12 Keep the
Sabbath day as a holy day, as you have been ordered by the Lord your God.
13 On six days do all your work: 14 But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the
Lord your God; on that day do no work, you or your son or your daughter,
or your man-servant or your woman-servant, or your ox or your ass or any
of your cattle, or the man from a strange country who is living among you;
so that yourman-servant and your woman-servantmay have rest as well as
you. 15And keep in mind that you were a servant in the land of Egypt, and
that the Lord your God took you out of that land by his strong hand and his
stretched-out arm: for this reason the Lord has given you orders to keep the
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Sabbath day. 16 Give honour to your father and your mother, as you have
been ordered by the Lord yourGod; so that your lifemay be long and allmay
be well for you in the land which the Lord your God is giving you. 17Do not
put anyone to deathwithout cause. 18Donot be false to themarried relation.
19 Do not take the property of another. 20 Do not give false witness against
your neighbour; 21Or let your desire be turned to your neighbour's wife, or
hishouseorhisfieldorhisman-servantorhiswoman-servantorhisoxorhis
ass or anythingwhich is yourneighbour's. 22Thesewords the Lord said to all
of you together on themountain, out of the heart of the fire, out of the cloud
and the dark, with a great voice: and he said nomore; he put them inwriting
on the two stones of the law and gave them to me. 23And after hearing the
voicewhich came out of the darkwhile themountainwas burningwith fire,
all the heads of your tribes and your chiefs came tome, 24And said, The Lord
has let us see his glory and his power, and his voice has come to us out of the
fire: today we have seen that a manmay go on living even after hearing the
voice of God. 25Why then is death to be our fate? For if the voice of the Lord
ourGod comes to us anymore, deathwill overtake us, andwewill be burned
up in this greatfire. 26Forwhatman is there in all the earth,who, hearing the
voice of the living God as we have, out of the heart of the fire, has been kept
from death? 27Do you go near: and after hearing everythingwhich the Lord
our God has to say, give us an account of all he has said to you, and we will
give ear, and do it. 28 Then the Lord, hearing your words to me, said to me,
The words which this people have said to you have come to my ears: what
theyhave said iswell said. 29 If only theyhad suchaheart in thematall times,
so that they might go in fear of me and keep my orders and that it might be
well for them and for their children for ever! 30Now say to them, Go back to
your tents. 31But as for you, keep your place here by me, and I will give you
all the orders and the laws and the decisions which you are to make clear to
them, so that theymay do them in the land which I am giving them for their
heritage. 32Take care, then, to dowhatever the Lord your God has given you
orders to do; let there beno turning away to the right handor to the left. 33Go
onwalking in theway ordered for you by the Lord your God, so that lifemay
be yours and itmay bewell for you, and your daysmay be long in the land of
your heritage.

6
1Now these are the orders and the laws and the decisions which the Lord

your God gave me for your teaching, so that you might do them in the land
of your heritage to which you are going: 2 So that living in the fear of the
Lord your God, you may keep all his laws and his orders, which I give you:
you and your son and your son's son, all the days of your life; and so that
your life may be long. 3 So give ear, O Israel, and take care to do this; so that
it may be well for you, and you may be greatly increased, as the Lord the
God of your fathers has given you his word, in a land flowing with milk and
honey. 4 Give ear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord: 5 And the Lord
your God is to be loved with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your strength. 6 Keep these words, which I say to you this day, deep in
your hearts; 7 Teaching them to your children with all care, talking of them
when you are at rest in your house or walking by the way, when you go to
sleep and when you get up. 8 Let them be fixed as a sign on your hand, and
marked on your brow; 9Have them lettered on the pillars of your houses and
over the doors of your towns. 10Andwhen the Lord your God has taken you
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into the land which he gave his oath to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob, that he would give you; with great and fair towns which were
not of your building; 11And houses full of good things not stored up by you,
and places for storing water which you did not make, and vine-gardens and
olive-treesnot of yourplanting; andyouhave taken foodandare full; 12Then
take care that you keep your hearts true to the Lord, who took you out of the
land of Egypt, out of the prison-house. 13Let the fear of the Lord your God be
in your hearts, and be his servants, taking your oaths by his name. 14Do not
go after other gods, the gods of the peoples round about you; 15For the Lord
your God who is with you is a God who will not let his honour be given to
another; or the wrath of the Lord will be burning against you, causing your
destruction from the face of the earth. 16Do not put the Lord your God to the
test as you did inMassah. 17Keepwith care the orders of the Lord your God,
and his rules and his lawswhich he has given you; 18And dowhat is upright
and good in the eyes of the Lord your God, so that it may be well for you and
youmay go in and take for your heritage that good land fromwhich the Lord
undertookbyanoath to your fathers, 19To sendout frombefore youall those
who are against you. 20Andwhenyour son says to you in time to come,What
is the reason for these rules and laws and decisions which the Lord our God
has given you? 21 Then you will say to your son, We were servants under
Pharaoh's yoke in Egypt; and the Lord took us out of Egypt with a strong
hand: 22And theLorddid great signs andwonders against Egypt, andagainst
Pharaoh and all his house, before our eyes: 23And he took us out from that
place, guidingushere to giveus this land, as he said inhis oath to our fathers.
24And the Lord gave us orders to keep all these laws, in the fear of the Lord
our God, so that it might be well for us for ever, and that he might keep us
from death, as he has done to this day. 25And it will be our righteousness if
we take care to keep all this order before the Lord our God as he has given it
to us.

7
1When the Lord your God takes you into the land where you are going,

which is to be your heritage, and has sent out the nations before you,
the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and
the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and
stronger than you; 2And when the Lord has given them up into your hands
and you have overcome them, give them up to complete destruction: make
no agreementwith them, and have nomercy on them: 3Donot takewives or
husbands fromamong them; donot giveyourdaughters to their sons, or take
their daughters for your sons. 4 For through them your sons will be turned
fromme to the worship of other gods: and the Lord will be moved to wrath
against you and send destruction on you quickly. 5But this iswhat you are to
do to them: their altars are to be pulled down and their pillars broken, and
their holy trees cut down and their images burned with fire. 6 For you are a
holy people to the Lord your God: marked out by the Lord your God to be his
special peopleoutof all thenationson the faceof theearth. 7TheLorddidnot
give you his love or take you for himself because you were more in number
thananyotherpeople; for youwere the smallest of thenations: 8Butbecause
of his love for you, and in order to keephis oath to your fathers, theLord took
yououtwith the strengthofhishand,makingyou free fromtheprison-house
and from the hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. 9Be certain, then, that the Lord
yourGod isGod;whose faith andmercyareunchanging,whokeepshisword
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through a thousand generations to thosewhohave love for himand keep his
laws; 10Rewarding his haters to their face with destruction; he will have no
mercy on his hater, butwill give him open punishment. 11So keep the orders
and the laws and the decisions which I give you today and do them. 12And
it will be, that if you give attention to these decisions and keep and do them,
then the Lord will keep his agreement with you and his mercy, as he said in
his oath to your fathers. 13 And he will give you his love, blessing you and
increasing you: he will send his blessing on the offspring of your body and
the fruit of your land, your grain and your wine and your oil, the increase
of your cattle and the young of your flock, in the land which by his oath to
your fathersheundertook to giveyou. 14Youwill havegreaterblessings than
any other people: nomale or female among you or among your cattlewill be
without offspring. 15And the Lord will take away from you all disease, and
will not put on you any of the evil diseases of Egypt which you have seen,
but will put them on your haters. 16And you are to send destruction on all
the peoples which the Lord your God gives into your hands; have no pity on
them, and do not give worship to their gods; for that will be a cause of sin
to you. 17 If you say in your hearts, These nations are greater in number
than we are: how are we to take their land from them? 18Have no fear of
them, but keep well in mind what the Lord your God did to Pharaoh and to
all Egypt; 19 The great punishments which your eyes saw, and the signs and
the wonders and the strong hand and the stretched-out arm, by which the
Lord your God took you out: so will the Lord your God do to all the peoples
who are the cause of your fears. 20And the Lord will send a hornet among
them, till all the restwhohave kept themselves safe fromyou in secret places
have been cut off. 21Have no fear of them: for the Lord your God is with
you, a great God greatly to be feared. 22 The Lord your God will send out
the nations before you little by little; they are not to be rooted out quickly,
for fear that the beasts of the field may be increased overmuch against you.
23 But the Lord your God will give them up into your hands, overpowering
them till their destruction is complete. 24He will give their kings into your
hands, and you will put their names out of existence under heaven; there
is not one of them who will not give way before you, till their destruction is
complete. 25 The images of their gods are to be burned with fire: have no
desire for the gold and silver on them, and do not take it for yourselves, for
it will be a danger to you: it is a thing disgusting to the Lord your God: 26And
you may not take a disgusting thing into your house, and so become cursed
with its curse: butkeepyourselves fromit, turning fromitwith fearandhate,
for it is a cursed thing.

8
1 Take care to keep all the orders which I give you today, so that you may

have life and be increased and go in and take as a heritage the land which
the Lord, by his oath to your fathers, undertook to give you. 2 And keep in
mind the way by which the Lord your God has taken you through the waste
land these forty years, so that he might make low your pride and put you to
the test, to see what was in your heart and if you would keep his orders or
not. 3And hemade low your pride and let you bewithout food and gave you
manna for your food, a thing new to you, which your fathers never saw; so
that he might make it clear to you that bread is not man's only need, but his
life is in every word which comes out of the mouth of the Lord. 4 Through
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all these forty years your clothing did not get old or your feet become tired.
5Keep inmind this thought, that as a son is trained by his father, so you have
been trained by the Lord your God. 6Then keep the orders of the Lord your
God, fearing him andwalking in his ways. 7For the Lord your God is guiding
you into a good land, a land ofwater-springs, of fountains, and deep streams
flowing out from the valleys and the hills; 8A land of grain and vines and fig-
trees and fair fruits; a land of oil-giving olive-trees and honey; 9Where there
will be bread for you in full measure and you will be in need of nothing; a
landwhere thevery stonesare ironand fromwhosehills youmayget copper.
10And youwill have food enough and be full, praising the Lord your God for
the good land he has given you. 11 Then take care that you are not turned
away from theLordyourGodand fromkeepinghis orders anddecisions and
laws which I give you this day: 12 And when you have taken food and are
full, and havemade fair houses for yourselves and are living in them; 13And
whenyour herds and yourflocks are increased, and your stores of silver and
gold, and you havewealth of every sort; 14Take care that your hearts are not
lifted up in pride, giving no thought to the Lord your God who took you out
of the land of Egypt, out of the prison-house; 15Whowas your guide through
that great and cruel waste, where there were poison-snakes and scorpions
and adry landwithoutwater; whomadewater comeout of the hard rock for
you; 16Who gave you manna for your food in the waste land, a food which
your fathers had never seen; so that your pride might be broken and your
hearts tested for your good in the end; 17 Say not then, in your hearts, My
power and the strength of my hands have got me this wealth. 18But keep in
mind theLord yourGod: for it is hewhogives you thepower to getwealth, so
thathemaygive effect to theagreementwhichhemadebyhis oathwithyour
fathers, as at this day. 19And it is certain that if at any time you are turned
away from the Lord your God, and go after other gods, to be their servants
and to give themworship, destruction will overtake you. 20Like the nations
which the Lord is cutting off before you, so you will be cut off; because you
would not give ear to the voice of the Lord your God.

9
1Give ear, O Israel: today you are to go over Jordan, to take the heritage of

nations greater and stronger than yourselves, and towns of great size with
walls as high as heaven; 2 A people great and tall, the sons of the Anakim,
of whom you have knowledge and of whom it has been said, All are forced
to give way before the sons of Anak. 3 Be certain then today that it is the
Lord yourGodwhogoes over before you like an all-burningfire; hewill send
destruction on them, crushing them before you; and you will send them in
flight, putting an end to them quickly, as the Lord has said. 4 And after the
Lord has sent them in flight from before you, say not in your heart, Because
of my righteousness the Lord has given me this land; when it is because of
their evil-doing that the Lord is driving these nations out before you. 5Not
for your righteousness or because yourhearts areupright are yougoing in to
take their land; but because of the evil-doing of these nations the Lord your
God is driving themout frombefore you, and to give effect to his oath to your
fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 6Be certain then that the Lord your God
is not giving you this good land as a reward for your righteousness; for you
are a stiff-necked people. 7Keep well in mind how you made the Lord your
God angry in the waste land; from the day when you went out of Egypt till
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you came to this place, you have gone against the orders of the Lord. 8Again
in Horeb you made the Lord angry, and in his wrath he would have put an
end to you. 9When I had gone up into themountain to be given the stones on
whichwas recorded the agreement which the Lordmadewith you, I was on
themountain for forty days and forty nightswithout taking food or drinking
water. 10And the Lord gaveme the two stones withwriting on them done by
the finger of God: on themwere recorded all the words which the Lord said
to you on the mountain out of the heart of the fire, on the day of the great
meeting. 11 Then at the end of forty days and forty nights the Lord gave me
those stones, the stones of the agreement. 12And the Lord said to me, Get up
now, and go down quickly from this place; for the people you have taken out
of Egypt have given themselves over to evil; they have quickly been turned
from theway inwhich I gave them orders to go; they havemade themselves
ametal image. 13And then the Lord said tome, I have seen that this people is
stiff-necked: 14Letmesenddestructionon themtill their veryname is cut off;
and I will make of you a nation greater and stronger than they. 15So turning
round I came down from themountain, and themountainwas burningwith
fire; and the two stones of the agreement were in my hands. 16 And I saw
that youhaddone evil against theLord, andhadmade for yourselves ametal
image of a young ox: youhadquickly been turned from theway inwhich the
Lordhadgivenyouorders to go. 17And I let the stones go frommyhands, and
they were broken before your eyes. 18And I went down on my face before
the Lord, as at thefirst, for forty days and forty nights, without taking food or
drinking water, because of all your sin, in doing evil in the eyes of the Lord
and moving him to wrath. 19 For I was full of fear because of the wrath of
the Lord which was burning against you, with your destruction in view. But
again the Lord's ear was open to my prayer. 20 And the Lord, in his wrath,
would have put Aaron to death: and I made prayer for Aaron at the same
time. 21And I took your sin, the imagewhich you hadmade, and put it in the
fire and had it hammered and crushed very small till it was only dust: and
the dust I put in the stream flowing down from the mountain. 22 Again at
Taberah and at Massah and at Kibroth-hattaavah you made the Lord angry.
23And when the Lord sent you from Kadesh-barnea, saying, Go up and take
the landwhich Ihavegivenyou; youwentagainst theordersof theLordyour
God, and hadno faith in him, andwould not give ear to his voice. 24From the
daywhen Ifirst hadknowledge of you, youhave goneagainst thewordof the
Lord. 25 So I went down on my face in prayer before the Lord for forty days
and forty nights as I did at first; because the Lord had said that hewould put
an end to you. 26And Imade prayer to the Lord and said, O Lord God, do not
send destruction on your people and your heritage, to whom, by your great
power, you have given salvation, whom you have taken out of Egypt by the
strength of your hand. 27Keep in mind your servants, Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, not looking at the hard heart of this people, or their evil-doing and
their sin: 28Or it may be said in the land from which you have taken them,
Because the Lord was not able to take them into the land which he said he
would give them, and because of his hate for them, he has taken them out to
put them todeath in thewaste land. 29But still they are your people and your
heritage, whom you took out by your great power and by your stretched-out
arm.

10
1At that time the Lord said to me, Make two other stones, cut like the first
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two, and come up to me on the mountain, and make an ark of wood. 2And I
will put on the stones the words which were on the first stones which were
broken by you, and you are to put them into the ark. 3 So I made an ark of
hardwood, andhad two stones cut like theothers, andwentup themountain
with the stones inmyhands. 4Andheput on the stones, as in thefirstwriting,
the ten rules which the Lord gave you on themountain out of the fire on the
day of the great meeting: and the Lord gave the stones to me. 5And turning
round I came down from themountain and put the stones in the arkwhich I
hadmade; and there they are as theLord gavemeorders. 6 (And the children
of Israelwent on fromBeeroth Bene-jaakan toMoserah: there death came to
Aaron and hewas put to rest in the earth; and Eleazar, his son, took his place
as priest. 7 From there they went on to Gudgodah, and from Gudgodah to
Jotbathah, a land of streams of water. 8At that time the Lord had the tribe of
Levi marked out to take up the ark of the Lord's agreement, to be before the
Lord and to do his work and to give blessings in his name, to this day. 9 For
this reason Levi has no part or heritage for himself among his brothers: the
Lord is his heritage, as the Lord your God said to him.) 10 And I was in the
mountain, as at the first time, for forty days and forty nights; and again the
ears of the Lord were open tomy prayer, and he did not send destruction on
you. 11 Then the Lord said to me, Get up and go on your journey before the
people, so that they may go in and take the land which I said in my oath to
their fathers that Iwould give them. 12Andnow, Israel, whatwould the Lord
your God have you do, but to go in the fear of the Lord your God, walking in
all his ways and loving him and doing his pleasure with all your heart and
all your soul, 13 Doing the orders of the Lord and keeping his laws which I
give you this day for your good? 14 The Lord your God is ruler of heaven,
of the heaven of heavens, and of the earth with everything in it. 15 But the
Lord had delight in your fathers and love for them, marking out for himself
their seed after them, even you, from all peoples, as at this day. 16 Let your
circumcision be of the heart, and put away your pride. 17 For the Lord your
God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, strong in power and
greatly to be feared, who has no respect for anyman's position and takes no
rewards: 18 Judging uprightly in the cause of thewidow and of the childwho
has no father, and giving food and clothing in his mercy to the man from
a strange country. 19 So be kind to the man from a strange country who is
living among you, for you yourselves were living in a strange country in the
land of Egypt. 20 Let the fear of the Lord your God be before you, give him
worship and be true to him at all times, taking your oaths in his name. 21He
is your God, the God of your praise, your Godwho has done for you all these
works of power which your eyes have seen. 22Your fathers went down into
Egypt with seventy persons; and now the Lord your God has made you like
the stars of heaven in number.

11
1 So have love for the Lord your God, and give him worship, and keep his

laws and his decisions and his orders at all times. 2And be certain in your
minds this day; for these words are not said to your children, who have had
no experience of the training of the Lord your God, and who have not seen
his great power or his strong hand and his stretched-out arm, 3Or his signs
and wonders which he did in Egypt, to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and all his
land; 4And what he did to the army of Egypt, to their horses and their war-
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carriages; how hemade the waters of the Red Sea come up over themwhen
they went after you, and how the Lord put an end to them even to this day;
5Andwhat he did for you in the waste land, till you came to this place; 6And
whathedid toDathanandAbiram, the sonsofEliab, the sonofReuben;when
they went down into the open mouth of the earth, with their families and
their tents and every living thing which was theirs, before the eyes of all
Israel: 7 But your eyes have seen all the great works of the Lord which he
has done. 8 So keep all the orders which I give you today, so that youmay be
strong, and go in and take the land which is to be your heritage; 9And that
your days may be long in the land which the Lord gave by an oath to your
fathers and to their seed after them, a land flowing with milk and honey.
10 For the land where you are going is not like the land of Egypt from which
you have come, where you put in your seeds, watering themwith your foot,
like a planted garden: 11 But the land where you are going is a land of hills
and valleys, drinking in the rain of heaven: 12A land cared for by the Lord
your God: the eyes of the Lord your God are on it at all times fromone end of
the year to the other. 13And it will be that if you truly give ear to the orders
which I put before you this day, loving the Lord your God and worshipping
himwithall yourheart andall your soul, 14Then Iwill send rainonyour land
at the right time, the early rains and the late rains, so that youmayget in your
grain and your wine and your oil. 15And I will give grass in your fields for
your cattle, so that you may have food in full measure. 16But take care that
your hearts are not turned to false ways so that you become servants and
worshippers of other gods; 17 For if you do so, the wrath of the Lord will be
burning against you, and the heaven will be shut up so that there is no rain
and the landwill giveno fruit; and inavery little timeyouwill be cut off from
the good land which the Lord is giving you. 18 So keep these words deep in
your heart and in your soul, and have them fixed on your hand for a sign
andmarked on your brow; 19Teaching them to your children, and talking of
themwhen you are at rest in your house orwalking by theway, when you go
to sleep and when you get up: 20Writing them on the pillars of your houses
and over the doors of your towns: 21 So that your days, and the days of your
children, may be long in the land which the Lord by his oath to your fathers
said he would give them, like the days of the eternal heavens. 22 For if you
take care to keep all the orders which I give you, and to do them; loving the
Lord your God and walking in all his ways and being true to him: 23 Then
the Lord will send these nations in flight before you, and you will take the
lands of nations greater and stronger than yourselves. 24Every place where
you put your foot will be yours: from the waste land and Lebanon, from the
river, the river Euphrates as far as the Great Sea, will be the limits of your
land. 25All people will give way before you: for the Lord your God will put
the fear of you on all the land throughwhich you go, as he has said. 26Today
I put before you a blessing and a curse: 27The blessing if you give ear to the
orders of the Lord your God, which I give you this day: 28 And the curse if
you do not give ear to the orders of the Lord your God, but let yourselves be
turned from thewaywhich I have put before you this day, and go after other
godswhich are not yours. 29Andwhen the Lord your God has taken you into
the land of your heritage, you are to put the blessing on Mount Gerizim and
the curse onMount Ebal. 30Are they not on the other side of Jordan, looking
west, in the land of the Canaanites living in the Arabah, opposite Gilgal, by
the holy tree of Moreh? 31 For you are about to go over Jordan to take the
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heritage which the Lord your God is giving you, and it will be your resting-
place. 32Andyou are to take care to keep all the laws and the decisionswhich
I put before you today.

12
1 These are the laws and the decisions which you are to keep with care in

the land which the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given you to be your
heritage all the days of your life on earth. 2 You are to give up to the curse
all those places where the nations, whom you are driving out, gave worship
to their gods, on the high mountains and the hills and under every green
tree: 3 Their altars and their pillars are to be broken down, and their holy
trees burnedwith fire, and the images of their gods cut down; you are to take
away their names out of that place. 4Do not so to the Lord your God. 5 But
let your hearts be turned to the place which will be marked out by the Lord
your God, among your tribes, to put his name there; 6And there you are to
take your burned offerings and other offerings, and the tenth part of your
goods, and the offerings to be lifted up to the Lord, and the offerings of your
oaths, and those which you give freely from the impulse of your hearts, and
the first births among your herds and your flocks; 7 There you and all your
families are tomake a feast before the Lord your God, with joy in everything
to which you put your hand, because the Lord has given you his blessing.
8 You are not to do things then in the way in which we now do them here,
every man as it seems right to him: 9 For you have not come to the rest and
the heritage which the Lord your God is giving you. 10 But when you have
goneover Jordanandare living in the landwhich theLordyourGod is giving
you as your heritage, andwhenhe has given you rest fromall those on every
side who are fighting against you, and you are living there safely; 11 Then
there will be a place marked out by the Lord your God as the resting-place
for his name, and there youwill take all the thingswhich I give you orders to
take: your burned offerings and other offerings, and the tenth part of your
goods, and the offerings to be lifted up, and the offerings of your oathswhich
youmake to the Lord; 12And you will be glad before the Lord your God, you
andyour sonsandyourdaughters, andyourmen-servants andyourwomen-
servants, and the Levite who is with you in your house, because he has no
part or heritage among you. 13Take care that you do not make your burned
offerings in any place you see: 14But in the place marked out by the Lord in
one of your tribes, there let your burned offerings be offered, and there do
what I have given you orders to do. 15Only you may put to death animals,
such as the gazelle or the roe, for your food in any of your towns, at the
desire of your soul, in keeping with the blessing of the Lord your God which
he has given you: the unclean and the clean may take of it. 16 But you may
not take the blood for food, it is to be drained out on the earth like water.
17 In your towns you are not to take as food the tenth part of your grain, or
of your wine or your oil, or the first births of your herds or of your flocks, or
anything offered under an oath, or freely offered to the Lord, or given as a
lifted offering; 18But they will be your food before the Lord your God in the
place of his selection, where you may make a feast of them, with your son
andyourdaughter, andyourman-servant andyourwoman-servant, and the
Levite who is living with you: and you will have joy before the Lord your
God in everything to which you put your hand. 19 See that you do not give
up caring for the Levite as long as you are living in your land. 20When the
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Lord your Godmakeswide the limit of your land, as he has said, and you say,
I will take flesh for my food, because you have a desire for it; then you may
take whatever flesh you have a desire for. 21 If the place marked out by the
Lord your God as the resting-place for his name is far away from you, then
take from your herds and from your flocks which the Lord has given you, as
I have said, and have a meal of it in the towns where youmay be living. 22 It
will be your food, like the gazelle and the roe; the unclean and the cleanmay
takeof it. 23But see that youdonot take theblood for food; for theblood is the
life; andyoumaynotmakeuse of the life as foodwith theflesh. 24Donot take
it for food but let it be drained out on the earth like water. 25Do not take it
for food; so that it may bewell for you and for your children after you, while
you do what is right in the eyes of the Lord. 26But the holy things which you
have, and the offerings of your oaths, you are to take to the place which will
bemarkedout by theLord: 27Offering thefleshand thebloodof yourburned
offerings on the altar of the Lord your God; and the blood of your offerings
is to be drained out on the altar of the Lord your God, and the flesh will be
your food. 28Take note of all these orders I am giving you and give attention
to them, so that it may be well for you and for your children after you for
ever, while you do what is good and right in the eyes of the Lord your God.
29When the people of the landwhere you are going have been cut off before
you by the Lord your God, and you have taken their land and are living in
it; 30After their destruction take care that you do not go in their ways, and
that you do not give thought to their gods, saying, Howdid these nations give
worship to their gods? Iwill do as they did. 31Donot so to the Lord your God:
for everything which is disgusting to the Lord and hated by him they have
done in honour of their gods: even burning their sons and daughters in the
fire to their gods. 32Youare to keepwith care all thewords I give you,making
no addition to them and taking nothing from them.

13
1 If ever you have among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams and he

gives you a sign or a wonder, 2And the sign or the wonder takes place, and
he says to you, Let us go after other gods, which are strange to you, and give
them worship; 3 Then give no attention to the words of that prophet or that
dreamer of dreams: for the Lord your God is testing you, to see if all the
love of your heart and soul is given to him. 4But keep on in the ways of the
Lord your God, fearing him and keeping his orders and hearing his voice,
worshipping him and being true to him. 5And that prophet or that dreamer
of dreams is to be put to death; for his words were said with the purpose of
turning you away from the Lord your God, who took you out of the land of
Egypt and made you free from the prison-house; and of forcing you out of
theway inwhich the Lord your God has given you orders to go. So you are to
put away the evil from among you. 6 If your brother, the son of yourmother,
or your son or your daughter or the wife of your heart, or the friend who
is as dear to you as your life, working on you secretly says to you, Let us go
and give worship to other gods, strange to you and to your fathers; 7 Gods
of the peoples round about you, near or far, from one end of the earth to the
other; 8Donot be guidedbyhimor give attention to him; havenopity onhim
ormercy, and give himno cover; 9But put him to deathwithout question; let
your handbe thefirst stretched out against him to put him todeath, and then
the hands of all the people. 10 Let him be stoned with stones till he is dead;



Deuteronomy 13:11 192 Deuteronomy 14:22

because it was his purpose tomake you false to the Lord your God, who took
youout of the landof Egypt, out of theprison-house. 11Andall Israel, hearing
of it, will be full of fear, and no one will again do such evil as this among
you. 12And if word comes to you, in one of the towns which the Lord your
God is giving you for your resting-place, 13 That good-for-nothing persons
have gone out from among you, turning the people of their town from the
right way and saying, Let us go and giveworship to other gods, of whom you
have no knowledge; 14 Then let a full search be made, and let questions be
put with care; and if it is true and certain that such a disgusting thing has
been done among you; 15Then take up arms against the people of that town
and give it up to the curse, with all its cattle and everything in it. 16And take
all the goods into the middle of its open space, burning the town and all its
property with fire as an offering to the Lord your God; it is to be a waste for
ever; there is to be no more building there. 17 Keep not a thing of what is
cursed for yourselves: so the Lord may be turned away from the heat of his
wrath, andhavemercy on you, and give you increase as he said in his oath to
your fathers: 18So long as you give ear to the voice of the Lord your God, and
keep all his orders which I give you today, and do what is right in the eyes of
the Lord your God.

14
1 You are the children of the Lord your God: you are not to make cuts on

your bodies or take off the hair on your brows in honour of the dead; 2 For
you are a holy people to the Lord your God, and the Lord has taken you to
be his special people out of all the nations on the face of the earth. 3 No
disgusting thing may be your food. 4 These are the beasts which you may
have for food: the ox, the sheep, and the goat; 5The hart, the gazelle, and the
roe, the mountain goat and the pygarg and the antelope and the mountain
sheep. 6 Any beast which has a division in the horn of its foot and whose
food comes back into its mouth to be crushed again, may be used for food.
7But evenamong these, there are somewhichmaynot beused for food: such
as the camel, the hare, and the coney, which are unclean to you, because,
though their food comes back, the horn of their feet is not parted in two.
8And the pig is unclean to you, because though it has a division in the horn
of its foot, its food does not come back; their flesh may not be used for food
or their dead bodies touched by you. 9And of the things living in the waters,
youmay take all thosewhohavewings for swimmingwith and skins formed
of thin plates. 10But any which have no skin-plates or wings for swimming,
youmaynot take; they are unclean for you. 11All cleanbirdsmaybeused for
food. 12But thesebirds youmaynot take: the eagle and the gier-eagle and the
ospray; 13The falcon and the kite, and birds of that sort; 14Every raven, and
all birds of that sort; 15And the ostrich and the night-hawk and the sea-hawk
and birds of that sort; 16 The little owl and the great owl and the water-hen;
17And the pelican and the vulture and the cormorant; 18 The stork and the
heron and birds of that sort, and the hoopoe and the bat. 19 Every winged
thing which goes flat on the earth is unclean to you and may not be used
as food. 20 But all clean birds you may take. 21 You may not have as food
anything which has come to a natural death; theman from another country
who is living with youmay take it for food, or youmay get a price for it from
one of another nation; for you are a holy people to the Lord your God. The
young goat is not to be cooked in its mother's milk. 22Put on one side a tenth
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of all the increase of your seed, produced year by year. 23And make a feast
before the Lord your God, in the place which is to be marked out, where his
namewill be for ever, of the tenth part of your grain and yourwine and your
oil, and the first births of your herds and your flocks; so that you may have
the fear of the Lord your God in your hearts at all times. 24And if the way is
so long that you are not able to take these things to the place marked out by
the Lord yourGod for his name,whenhe has given youhis blessing, because
it is far away fromyou; 25Then let these things be exchanged formoney, and,
taking themoney in your hand, go to the place marked out by the Lord your
God for himself; 26And with the money get whatever you have a desire for,
oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever your soul's desire may be:
and make a feast there before the Lord your God, and be glad, you and all
your house; 27And give a thought to the Levite who is living among you, for
he has no part or heritage in the land. 28At the end of every three years take
a tenth part of all your increase for that year, and put it in store inside your
walls: 29And the Levite, because he has no part or heritage in the land, and
the man from a strange country, and the child who has no father, and the
widow,whoare living amongyou,will comeand take foodandhave enough;
and so the blessing of the Lord your Godwill be on you in everything you do.

15
1 At the end of every seven years there is to be a general forgiveness of

debt. 2 This is how it is to be done: every creditor is to give up his right to
whatever he has let his neighbour have; he is not to make his neighbour, his
countryman, give it back; because a general forgivenesshasbeenorderedby
the Lord. 3A man of another nation may be forced to make payment of his
debt, but if your brother has anything of yours, let it go; 4But therewill be no
poor among you; for the Lord will certainly give you his blessing in the land
which theLord yourGod is giving you for yourheritage; 5 If only you give ear
to thevoice of theLordyourGod, and take care tokeepall these orderswhich
I give you today. 6For the Lord your God will give you his blessing as he has
said: you will let other nations have the use of your money, but you will not
make use of theirs; youwill be rulers over a number of nations, but theywill
not be your rulers. 7 If in any of your towns in the land which the Lord your
God is giving you, there is a poor man, one of your countrymen, do not let
your heart be hard or your hand shut to him; 8But let your hand be open to
give him the use of whatever he is in need of. 9And see that there is no evil
thought in your heart, moving you to say to yourself, The seventh year, the
year of forgiveness is near; and so looking coldly on your poor countryman
you give him nothing; and he will make an outcry to the Lord against you,
and it will be judged as sin in you. 10 But it is right for you to give to him,
without grief of heart: for because of this, the blessing of the Lord your God
will beonall yourworkandoneverything towhichyouput yourhand. 11For
there will never be a time when there are no poor in the land; and so I give
orders to you, Let your hand be open to your countrymen, to those who are
poor and in need in your land. 12 If one of your countrymen, a Hebrewman
orwoman, becomes your servant for aprice anddoeswork for you six years,
in the seventh year let him go free. 13And when you make him free, do not
let him go away with nothing in his hands: 14But give him freely from your
flockand fromyourgrainandyourwine: in themeasureof thewealthwhich
the Lord your God has given you, you are to give to him. 15And keep inmind
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that you yourself were a servant in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God
made you free: so I give you this order today. 16But if he says to you, I have
no desire to go away from you; because you and your family are dear to him
andhe is happywith you; 17Then take a sharp-pointed instrument, driving it
through his ear into the door, and he will be your servant for ever. And you
may do the same for your servant-girl. 18Let it not seemhard to you that you
have to send him away free; for he has been working for you for six years,
which is twice the regular time for a servant: and the blessing of the Lord
your God will be on you in everything you do. 19All the first males to come
to birth in your herd and your flock are to be holy to the Lord your God: the
first birth of your ox is not to be used for work, the wool of your first lamb is
not to be cut. 20But year by year you and all your house are to take ameal of
it before the Lord, in the place of his selection. 21But if it has anymark on it,
if it is blind or has damaged legs, or if there is anything wrongwith it, it may
not be offered to theLordyourGod. 22 Itmaybeused for food in yourhouses:
the unclean and the cleanmay take of it, as of the gazelle and the roe. 23Only
do not take its blood for food, but let it be drained out on the earth likewater.

16
1 Take note of the month of Abib and keep the Passover to the Lord your

God: for in the month of Abib the Lord your God took you out of Egypt by
night. 2 The Passover offering, from your flock or your herd, is to be given
to the Lord your God in the place marked out by him as the resting-place of
his name. 3 Take no leavened bread with it; for seven days let your food be
unleavened bread, that is, the bread of sorrow; for you came out of the land
of Egypt quickly: so the memory of that day, when you came out of the land
of Egypt, will be with you all your life. 4For seven days let no leaven be used
through all your land; and nothing of the flesh which is put to death in the
evening of the first day is to be kept through the night till morning. 5 The
Passover offering is not to be put to death in any of the townswhich the Lord
yourGodgives you: 6But in theplacemarkedout by theLord yourGodas the
resting-place of his name, there you are to put the Passover to death in the
evening, at sundown, at that timeof the yearwhenyou cameout of Egypt. 7 It
is to be cooked and taken as food in the place marked out by the Lord: and
in the morning you are to go back to your tents. 8 For six days let your food
be unleavened bread; and on the seventh day there is to be a holy meeting
to the Lord your God; nowork is to be done. 9Let sevenweeks be numbered
from the first day when the grain is cut. 10 Then keep the feast of weeks to
the Lord your God, with an offering freely given to him from the wealth he
has given you: 11Then you are to be glad before the Lord your God, you and
your son and your daughter, your man-servant and your woman-servant,
and the Levite who is with you, and the man from a strange country, and
the child without a father, and the widow, who are living among you, in the
placemarkedoutby theLordyourGodasa resting-place forhisname. 12And
you will keep in mind that you were a servant in the land of Egypt: and you
will take care to keep all these laws. 13 You are to keep the feast of tents for
seven days after you have got in all your grain and made your wine: 14 You
are to keep the feast with joy, you and your son and your daughter, your
man-servant and your woman-servant, and the Levite, and the man from
a strange country, and the child without a father, and the widow, who are
living among you. 15Keep the feast to the Lord your God for seven days, in
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the placemarked out by the Lord: because the blessing of the Lord your God
will be on all the produce of your land and all the work of your hands, and
you will have nothing but joy. 16 Three times in the year let all your males
come before the Lord your God in the place named by him; at the feast of
unleavened bread, the feast of weeks, and the feast of tents: and they are
not to come before the Lord with nothing in their hands; 17 Every man is to
give as he is able, in the measure of the blessing which the Lord your God
has given you. 18 You are to make judges and overseers in all your towns
which theLordyourGodgivesyou, for every tribe: and theyare tobeupright
men, judging the people in righteousness. 19You are not to bemoved in your
judging by a man's position, you are not to take rewards; for rewards make
the eyes of the wise man blind, and the decisions of the upright false. 20Let
righteousness be your guide, so that you may have life, and take for your
heritage the land which the Lord your God is giving you. 21Let no holy tree
of any sort be planted by the altar of the Lord your Godwhich youwillmake.
22You are not to put up stone pillars, for they are hated by the Lord yourGod.

17
1 No ox or sheep which has a mark on it or is damaged in any way may

be offered to the Lord your God: for that is disgusting to the Lord your God.
2 If there is any man or woman among you, in any of the towns which the
Lord your God gives you, who does evil in the eyes of the Lord your God,
sinning against his agreement, 3 By becoming a servant of other gods and
worshipping them or the sun or the moon or all the stars of heaven, against
my orders; 4 If word of this comes to your ears, then let this thing be looked
into with care, and if there is no doubt that it is true, and such evil has been
done in Israel; 5 Then you are to take the man or woman who has done the
evil to the public place of your town, and they are to be stoned with stones
till they are dead. 6 On the word of two or three witnesses, a man may be
given the punishment of death; but he is not to be put to death on the word
of one witness. 7 The hands of the witnesses will be the first to put him to
death, and after them the hands of all the people. So you are to put away
the evil from among you. 8 If you are not able to give a decision as to who is
responsible for a death, or who is right in a cause, or who gave the first blow
in a fight, and there is a division of opinion about it in your town: then go to
the place marked out by the Lord your God; 9And come before the priests,
the Levites, or before himwho is judge at the time: and they will go into the
question and give you a decision: 10And you are to be guided by the decision
they give in theplacenamedby theLord, anddowhatever they say: 11Acting
in agreement with their teaching and the decision they give: not turning to
one side or the other from the word they have given you. 12 And any man
who, in his pride, will not give ear to the priest whose place is there before
the Lord your God, or to the judge, is to be put to death: you are to put away
the evil from Israel. 13And all the people, hearing of it, will be full of fear and
put away their pride. 14When you have come into the land which the Lord
your God is giving you, and have taken it for a heritage and are living in it, if
it is your desire to have a king over you, like the other nations round about
you; 15Then see that you take as your king theman named by the Lord your
God: let your king be one of your countrymen, not a man of another nation
who is not one of yourselves. 16And he is not to get together a great army of
horses for himself, ormake the people go back to Egypt to get horses for him:
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because the Lord has said, You will never again go back that way. 17And he
is not to have a great number of wives, for fear that his heart may be turned
away; or great wealth of silver and gold. 18Andwhen he has taken his place
on the seat ofhis kingdom, he is tomake inabooka copyof this law, fromthat
which the priests, the Levites, have in their care: 19And it is to be with him
for his reading all the days of his life, so that hemay be trained in the fear of
the Lord his God to keep and do all thewords of this teaching and these laws:
20So that his heartmaynot be lifted up over his countrymen, and hemaynot
be turned away from the orders, to one side or the other: but that his life and
the lives of his childrenmay be long in his kingdom in Israel.

18
1 The priests, the Levites, that is, all the tribe of Levi, will have no part or

heritagewith Israel: their food and their heritagewill be the offerings of the
Lordmadebyfire. 2And theywill havenoheritageamong their countrymen:
theLord is their heritage, as hehas said to them. 3And this is to be thepriests'
right: thosewhomake an offering of a sheep or an ox are to give to the priest
the top part of the leg and the two sides of the head and the stomach. 4And in
addition you are to give him the first of your grain andwine and oil, and the
first wool cut from your sheep. 5For he, and his sons after him for ever, have
beenmarked out by the Lord yourGod fromall your tribes, to do thework of
priests in the name of the Lord. 6And if a Levite, moved by a strong desire,
comes from any town in all Israel where he is living to the placemarked out
by the Lord; 7 Then he will do the work of a priest in the name of the Lord
his God, with all his brothers the Leviteswho are there before the Lord. 8His
food will be the same as theirs, in addition to what has come to him as the
price of his property. 9When you have come into the land which the Lord
your God is giving you, do not take as your example the disgusting ways of
those nations. 10Let there not be seen among you anyonewhomakes his son
or his daughter go through the fire, or anyone using secret arts, or a maker
of strange sounds, or a reader of signs, or any wonder-worker, 11Or anyone
using secret force on people, or putting questions to a spirit, or having secret
knowledge, or going to the dead for directions. 12For all who do such things
are disgusting to the Lord; and because of these disgusting things the Lord
your God is driving them out before you. 13 You are to be upright in heart
before the Lord your God. 14 For these nations, whose land you are taking,
give attention to readers of signs and to those using secret arts: but the Lord
your Godwill not let you do so. 15The Lord your Godwill give you a prophet
from among your people, like me; you will give ear to him; 16 In answer to
the request you made to the Lord your God in Horeb on the day of the great
meeting, when you said, Let not the voice of the Lord my God come to my
ears again, and letme not see this great fire anymore, or deathwill overtake
me. 17Then theLord said tome,What theyhave said iswell said. 18 Iwill give
them a prophet from among themselves, like you, and Iwill putmywords in
his mouth, and he will say to themwhatever I give him orders to say. 19And
whoever does not give ear to my words which he will say in my name, will
be responsible tome. 20But the prophetwho takes it on himself to saywords
in my name which I have not given him orders to say, or who says anything
in the name of other gods, will come to his death. 21And if you say in your
hearts, Howarewe to be certain that theword does not come from the Lord?
22Whenaprophetmakes a statement in thenameof theLord, ifwhat he says
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does not take place and his words do not come true, then his word is not the
wordof theLord: thewordsof theprophetwere said in theprideofhis heart,
and you are to have no fear of him.

19
1When thenations,whose land the Lord yourGod is giving you, have been

cut off by him, and you have taken their place and are living in their towns
and in their houses; 2 You are to have three towns marked out in the land
which the Lord your God is giving you for your heritage. 3 You are to make
ready a way, and see that the land which the Lord your God is giving you
for your heritage, is marked out into three parts, to which any taker of life
may go in flight. 4 This is to be the rule for anyone who goes in flight there,
after causing the death of his neighbour in error and not through hate; 5For
example, if aman goes into thewoodswith his neighbour for the purpose of
cutting down trees, and when he takes his axe to give a blow to the tree, the
head of the axe comes off, and falling on to his neighbour gives him awound
causing his death; then themanmay go in flight to one of these towns and be
safe: 6 For if not, he who has the right of punishment may go running after
the taker of life in the heat of his wrath, and overtake him because the way
is long, and give him a death-blow; though it is not right for him to be put
to death because he was not moved by hate. 7And so I am ordering you to
see that three towns are marked out for this purpose. 8And if the Lord your
Godmakeswide the limits of your land, as he said in his oath to your fathers,
and gives you all the landwhich he undertook to give to your fathers; 9 If you
keep and do all these orders which I give you today, loving the Lord your
God and walking ever in his ways; then let three more towns, in addition
to these three, be marked out for you: 10 So that in all your land, which the
Lord your God is giving you for your heritage, no man may be wrongly put
to death, forwhich youwill be responsible. 11But if anyman has hate for his
neighbour, and waiting for him secretly makes an attack on him and gives
him a blow causing his death, and then goes in flight to one of these towns;
12The responsiblemenof his townare to send and take him, and give himup
to the onewhohas the right of punishment to be put to death. 13Havenopity
on him, so that Israel may be clear from the crime of putting a man to death
without cause, and it will be well for you. 14 Your neighbour's landmark,
which was put in its place by the men of old times, is not to be moved or
taken away in the land of your heritage which the Lord your God is giving
you. 15 One witness may not make a statement against a man in relation
to any sin or wrongdoing which he has done: on the word of two or three
witnesses a question is to be judged. 16 If a false witness makes a statement
against aman, saying that he has donewrong, 17Then the twomen, between
whom the argument has taken place, are to comebefore the Lord, before the
priests and judges who are then in power; 18 And the judges will have the
question looked into with care: and if the witness is seen to be false and to
have made a false statement against his brother, 19 Then do to him what it
was his purpose to do to his brother: and so put away the evil from among
you. 20And the rest of the people, hearing of it, will be full of fear, and never
again do such evil among you. 21Have no pity; let life be given for life, eye
for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.

20
1When you go out towar against other nations, and come face to facewith
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horses and war-carriages and armies greater in number than yourselves,
have no fear of them: for the Lord your God is with you, who took you up
out of the land of Egypt. 2Andwhen you are on the point of attacking, let the
priest come forward and say to the people, 3Give ear, O Israel: today you are
going forward to the fight; let your heart be strong; do not let uncontrolled
fear overcome you because of thosewho are against you; 4For the Lord your
God goes with you, fighting for you to give you salvation from thosewho are
against you. 5And let the overseers say to the people, If there is anymanwho
has made for himself a new house and has not gone into it, let him go back
to his house, so that in the event of his death in the fight, another may not
take his house for himself. 6Or if any man has made a vine-garden without
taking the first-fruits of it, let him go back to his house, so that in the event
of his death in the fight, anothermay not be the first tomake use of the fruit.
7Or if anyman is newly married and has had no sex relations with his wife,
let him go back to his house, so that in the event of his death in the fight,
another man may not take her. 8 And let the overseers go on to say to the
people, If there is any man whose heart is feeble with fear, let him go back
to his house before he makes the hearts of his countrymen feeble. 9 Then,
after saying these words to the people, let the overseers put captains over
the army. 10When you come to a town, before attacking it, make an offer of
peace. 11 And if it gives you back an answer of peace, opening its doors to
you, then all the people in itmay be put to forcedwork as your servants. 12 If
however it will notmake peacewith you, but war, then let it be shut in on all
sides: 13Andwhen the Lord your God has given it into your hands, let every
male in it be put to death without mercy. 14But the women and the children
and the cattle and everything in the town and all itswealth, youmay take for
yourselves: the wealth of your haters, which the Lord your God has given
you, will be your food. 15 So you are to do to all the towns far away, which
are not the towns of these nations. 16But in the towns of these peopleswhose
land the Lord your God is giving you for your heritage, let no living thing
be kept from death: 17 Give them up to the curse; the Hittite, the Amorite,
the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite, as the Lord your
God has given you orders: 18So that youmay not take them as your example
and do all the disgusting things which they do in the worship of their gods,
so sinning against the Lord your God. 19 If in war a town is shut in by your
armies for a long time, do not let its trees be cut down and made waste; for
their fruit will be your food; are the trees of the countryside men for you to
take up arms against them? 20Only those treeswhich you are certain are not
used for food may be cut down and put to destruction: and you are to make
walls of attack against the town till it is taken.

21
1 If, in the land which the Lord your God is giving you, you come across

the dead body of a man in the open country, and you have no idea who has
put him to death: 2Then your responsible men and your judges are to come
out, and give orders for the distance from the dead body to the towns round
about it to be measured; 3 And whichever town is nearest to the body, the
responsible men of that town are to take from the herd a young cow which
has never been used for work or put under the yoke; 4And they are to take
the cow into a valleywhere there is flowingwater, andwhich is not ploughed
or planted, and there the neck of the cow is to be broken: 5Then the priests,
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the sons of Levi, are to come near; for they have been marked out by the
Lord your God to be his servants and to give blessings in the name of the
Lord; and by their decision every argument and every blow is to be judged:
6And all the responsiblemen of that townwhich is nearest to the deadman,
washing theirhandsover the cowwhoseneckwasbroken in thevalley, 7Will
say, This death is not the work of our hands and our eyes have not seen it.
8Havemercy, O Lord, on your people Israel whom you have made free, and
take away from your people the crime of a death without cause. Then they
will no longer be responsible for the man's death. 9 So you will take away
the crime of a death without cause from among you, when you do what is
right in the eyes of the Lord. 10Whenyou go out towar against other nations,
and the Lord your God gives them up into your hands and you take them as
prisoners; 11 If among the prisoners you see a beautifulwoman and it is your
desire tomakeher yourwife; 12Then takeher back to yourhouse; and let her
hair and her nails be cut; 13And let her take off the dress in which she was
made prisoner and go on living in your house and weeping for her father
and mother for a full month: and after that you may go in to her and be her
husband and she will be your wife. 14But if you have no delight in her, you
are to let her go wherever she will; youmay not take a price for her as if she
was your property, for you have made use of her for your pleasure. 15 If a
man has two wives, one greatly loved and the other hated, and the two of
them have had children by him; and if the first son is the child of the hated
wife: 16 Then when he gives his property to his sons for their heritage, he is
not to put the son of his loved one in the place of the first son, the son of the
hatedwife: 17But he is to give his first son his birthright, and twice as great a
part ofhisproperty: forhe is thefirst-fruits ofhis strengthand therightof the
first son is his. 18 If a man has a son who is hard-hearted and uncontrolled,
who gives no attention to the voice of his father and mother, and will not
be ruled by them, though they give him punishment: 19 Then let his father
andmother take him to the responsiblemen of the town, to the public place;
20And say to them, This son of ours is hard-hearted anduncontrolled, hewill
not give attention to us; he gives himself up to pleasure and strong drink.
21 Then he is to be stoned to death by all the men of the town: so you are to
put away the evil from among you; and all Israel, hearing of it, will be full of
fear. 22 If a man does a crime for which the punishment is death, and he is
put to death by hanging him on a tree; 23Do not let his body be on the tree all
night, but put it to rest in the earth the sameday; for themanwhoundergoes
hanging is cursed by God; so do not make unclean the land which the Lord
your God is giving you for your heritage.

22
1 If you see your brother's ox or his sheepwandering, do not go bywithout

helping, but take them back to your brother. 2 If their owner is not near,
or if you are not certain who he is, then take the beast to your house and
keep it till its owner comes in search of it, and then you are to give it back
to him. 3 Do the same with his ass or his robe or anything which has gone
from your brother's keeping and which you have come across: do not keep
it to yourself. 4 If you see your brother's ox or his ass falling down on the
road, do not go by without giving him help in lifting it up again. 5 It is not
right for a woman to be dressed in man's clothing, or for a man to put on a
woman's robe: whoever does such things is disgusting to the Lord your God.
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6 If by chance you see a place which a bird has made for itself in a tree or on
the earth, with young ones or eggs, and themother bird seated on the young
onesoron theeggs, donot take themotherbirdwith theyoung: 7See that you
let themother bird go, but the young ones youmay take; so it will bewell for
you and your life will be long. 8 If you are building a house, make a railing
for the roof, so that the blood of any man falling from it will not come on
your house. 9Do not have your vine-garden planted with two sorts of seed:
or all of itmaybecomea loss, the seed youhave put in aswell as the increase.
10Do not do your ploughing with an ox and an ass yoked together. 11Do not
have clothingmade of two sorts of thread, wool and linen together. 12On the
four edges of your robe, with which your body is covered, put ornaments of
twisted threads. 13 If any man takes a wife, and having had connection with
her, has no delight in her, 14 And says evil things about her and gives her a
bad name, saying, I took this woman, and when I had connection with her
it was clear to me that she was not a virgin: 15 Then let the girl's father and
mother put before the responsiblemen of the town, in the public place, signs
that the girl was a virgin: 16 And let the girl's father say to the responsible
men, I gavemy daughter to this man for his wife, but he has no love for her;
17And now he has put shame on her, saying that she is not a virgin; but here
is the sign that she is a virgin. Then they are to put her clothing before the
responsiblemen of the town. 18Then the responsiblemen of the town are to
give the man his punishment; 19They will take from him a hundred shekels
of silver, which are to be given to the father of the girl, because he has given
an evil name to a virgin of Israel: shewill go on being his wife, hemay never
put her away all his life. 20But ifwhat hehas said is true, and she is seen to be
not a virgin, 21Then they are tomake the girl come to the door of her father's
houseandshewill be stoned todeathby themenof the town, because shehas
done evil and put shame on Israel, by acting as a loosewoman in her father's
house: so you are to put away evil fromamong you. 22 If aman is taken in the
act of going in to a married woman, the two of them, the man as well as the
woman, are tobeput todeath: soyouare toputaway theevil fromIsrael. 23 If
a young virgin has given herword to bemarried to aman, and anotherman
meeting her in the town, has connectionwith her; 24Then you are to take the
two of them to the doorway of the town, and have them stoned to death; the
young virgin, because she gave no cry for help, though it was in the town,
and the man, because he has put shame on his neighbour's wife: so you are
to put away evil from among you. 25But if theman, meeting such a virgin in
the open country, takes her by force, then only theman is to be put to death;
26Nothing is to be done to the virgin, because there is no cause of death in
her: it is the same as if a manmade an attack on his neighbour and put him
to death: 27 For he came across her in the open country, and there was no
one to come to the help of the virgin in answer to her cry. 28 If a man sees a
young virgin, who has not given her word to be married to anyone, and he
takes her by force and has connection with her, and discovery is made of it;
29Then themanwill have to give the virgin's father fifty shekels of silver and
make her his wife, because he has put shame on her; he may never put her
away all his life. 30Amanmaynot take his father'swife or have sex relations
with a womanwho is his father's.

23
1 No man whose private parts have been wounded or cut off may come
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into the meeting of the Lord's people. 2 One whose father and mother are
not married may not come into the meeting of the Lord's people, or any
of his family to the tenth generation. 3No Ammonite or Moabite or any of
their people to the tenth generationmay come into themeeting of the Lord's
people: 4 Because they gave you no bread or water on your way, when you
came out of Egypt: and they got Balaam, the son of Peor, from Pethor in
Aram-naharaim to put curses on you. 5But the Lord yourGodwouldnot give
ear to Balaam, but let the curse be changed into a blessing to you, because of
his love for you. 6 Do nothing for their peace or well-being for ever. 7 But
have no hate for an Edomite, because he is your brother, or for an Egyptian,
for you were living in his land. 8Their children in the third generation may
come into themeeting of the Lord's people. 9Whenyou go out towar andput
your tents in position, keep from every evil thing. 10 If any man among you
becomes unclean through anything which has taken place in the night, he is
to go out from the tent-circle and keep outside it: 11Butwhen evening comes
near, let him take a bath: and after sundown hemay come back to the tents.
12 Let there be a place outside the tent-circle to which you may go; 13 And
have among your arms a spade; and when you have been to that place, let
that which comes from you be covered up with earth: 14 For the Lord your
God is walking among your tents, to keep you safe and to give up into your
hands those who are fighting against you; then let your tents be holy, so that
hemay seenounclean thing among you, andbe turned away fromyou. 15Do
not give back to his master a servant who has gone in flight from his master
and come to you: 16 Let him go on living among you in whatever place is
most pleasing to him: do not be hard on him. 17No daughter of Israel is to
let herself be used as a loosewoman for a strange god, and no son of Israel is
to give himself to a man. 18Do not take into the house of the Lord your God,
as an offering for an oath, the price of a loose woman or the money given to
oneused for sexpurposes in theworship of the gods: for these two things are
disgusting to the Lord your God. 19Do not take interest from an Israelite on
anything,moneyor foodor anyother goods,whichyou let himhave: 20From
men of other nations youmay take interest, but not froman Israelite: so that
the blessing of the Lord your God may be on everything to which you put
your hand, in the landwhich you are about to take as your heritage. 21When
you take an oath to the Lord, do not be slow to give effect to it: for without
doubt the Lord your God will make you responsible, and will put it to your
account as sin. 22 But if you take no oath, there will be no sin. 23Whatever
your lips have said, see that you do it; for you gave your word freely to the
Lord your God. 24When you go into your neighbour's vine-garden, youmay
take of his grapes at your pleasure, but youmay not take them away in your
vessel. 25When you go into your neighbour's field, you may take the heads
of grain with your hand; but youmay not put your blade to his grain.

24
1 If aman takes awife, and after they aremarried she is unpleasing to him

because of some bad quality in her, let him give her a statement in writing
and sendher away fromhis house. 2Andwhen she has gone away fromhim,
shemaybecomeanotherman'swife. 3And if the secondhusbandhasno love
for her and, giving her a statement in writing, sends her away; or if death
comes to the second husband towhom shewasmarried; 4Her first husband,
who had sent her away, may not take her back after she has been wife to



Deuteronomy 24:5 202 Deuteronomy 25:5

another; for that is disgusting to the Lord: and you are not to be a cause of
sin in the land which the Lord your God is giving you for your heritage. 5A
newly married man will not have to go out with the army or undertake any
business, but may be free for one year, living in his house for the comfort of
hiswife. 6No one is to take, on account of a debt, the stoneswithwhich grain
is crushed: for in doing so he takes a man's living. 7 If a man takes by force
one of his countrymen, the children of Israel, using him as his property or
getting a price for him, that thief is to be put to death: so you are to put away
evil from among you. 8 In connection with the leper's disease, take care to
keep and do every detail of the teaching of the priests, the Levites: as I gave
them orders, so you are to do. 9Keep in mind what the Lord your God did to
Miriam on the way, when you came out of Egypt. 10 If you let your brother
have the use of anything which is yours, do not go into his house and take
anything of his as a sign of his debt; 11But keep outside till he comes out and
gives it to you. 12 If he is a poorman, do not keep his property all night; 13But
be certain to give it back to him when the sun goes down, so that he may
have his clothing for sleeping in, andwill give you his blessing: and this will
be put to your account as righteousness before the Lord your God. 14Do not
behardona servantwho is poor and inneed, if he is oneof your countrymen
or a man from another nation living with you in your land. 15Give him his
payment day by day, not keeping it back over night; for he is poor and his
living is dependent on it; and if his cry against you comes to the ears of the
Lord, it will be judged as sin in you. 16 Fathers are not to be put to death for
their children or children for their fathers: every man is to be put to death
for the sin which he himself has done. 17Be upright in judging the cause of
theman from a strange country and of himwho has no father; do not take a
widow's clothing on account of a debt: 18 But keep in mind that you were a
servant in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your Godmade you free: for this is
why I give you orders to do this. 19When you get in the grain fromyour field,
if some of the grain has been dropped by chance in the field, do not go back
and get it, but let it be for the man from a strange land, the child without
a father, and the widow: so that the blessing of the Lord your God may be
on all the work of your hands. 20When you are shaking the fruit from your
olive-trees, do not go over the branches a second time: let some be for the
man from a strange land, the childwithout a father, and thewidow. 21When
you are pulling the grapes from your vines, do not take up those which have
beendropped; let thembe for theman froma strange land, the childwithout
a father, and the widow. 22Keep in mind that you were a servant in the land
of Egypt: for this is why I give you orders to do this.

25
1 If there is anargument betweenmenand they go to lawwith one another,

let the judges give their decision for the upright, and against the wrongdoer.
2And if thewrongdoer is to undergo punishment bywhipping, the judgewill
give orders for him to go down on his face and be whipped before him, the
number of the blows being in relation to his crime. 3He may be given forty
blows, not more; for if more are given, your brother may be shamed before
you. 4Do not keep the ox from taking the grain when he is crushing it. 5 If
brothers are living together and one of them, at his death, has no son, the
wife of the deadman is not to bemarried outside the family to anotherman:
let her husband's brother go in to her and make her his wife, doing as it is
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right for a brother-in-law to do. 6 Then the first male child she has will take
the rightsof thebrotherwho isdead, so thathisnamemaynot come toanend
in Israel. 7But if theman says he will not take his brother's wife, then let the
wife go to the responsible men of the town, and say, My husband's brother
will not keep his brother's name living in Israel; hewill not dowhat it is right
for a husband's brother to do. 8 Then the responsible men of the town will
send for the man, and have talk with him: and if he still says, I will not take
her; 9Then his brother's wife is to come to him, before the responsible men
of the town, and take his shoe off his foot, and put shame on him, and say, So
let it be done to themanwhowill not take care of his brother's name. 10And
his family will be named in Israel, The house of him whose shoe has been
taken off. 11 If two men are fighting, and the wife of one of them, coming to
thehelp of her husband, takes the other by theprivate parts; 12Herhand is to
be cut off; have no pity on her. 13Do not have in your bag different weights,
a great and a small; 14 Or in your house different measures, a great and a
small. 15 But have a true weight and a true measure: so that your life may
be long in the land which the Lord your God is giving you. 16 For all who do
such things, and all whose ways are not upright, are disgusting to the Lord
your God. 17Keep inmind what Amalek did to you on your way from Egypt;
18How, meeting you on the way, he made an attack on you when you were
tired and without strength, cutting off all the feeble ones at the end of your
line; and the fear of God was not in him. 19 So when the Lord your God has
given you rest from all who are against you on every side, in the land which
the Lord your God is giving you for your heritage, see to it that the memory
of Amalek is cut off from the earth; keep this in mind.

26
1Nowwhen you have come into the land which the Lord is giving you for

your heritage, and you have made it yours and are living in it; 2 You are to
take a part of the first-fruits of the earth, which you get from the land which
the Lord your God is giving you, and put it in a basket, and go to the place
marked out by the Lord your God, as the resting-place of his name. 3 And
you are to come to him who is priest at that time, and say to him, I give
witness todaybefore theLordyourGod, that I have come into the landwhich
the Lord made an oath to our fathers to give us. 4 Then the priest will take
the basket from your hand and put it down in front of the altar of the Lord
your God. 5 And these are the words which you will say before the Lord
your God: My father was a wandering Aramaean, and he went down with
a small number of people into Egypt; there he became a great and strong
nation: 6And the Egyptians were cruel to us, crushing us under a hard yoke:
7 And our cry went up to the Lord, the God of our fathers, and the Lord's
ear was open to the voice of our cry, and his eyes took note of our grief and
the crushing weight of our work: 8 And the Lord took us out of Egypt with
a strong hand and a stretched-out arm, with works of power and signs and
wonders: 9Andhehasbeenourguide to thisplace, andhasgivenus this land,
a landflowingwithmilk andhoney. 10Sonow, I have comeherewith thefirst
of the fruits of the earthwhich you, OLord, have givenme. Then youwill put
it downbefore theLordyourGodandgivehimworship: 11Andyouwill have
joy in every good thingwhich the Lord yourGodhas given to you and to your
family; and the Levite, and theman froma strange landwho iswith you,will
take part in your joy. 12Whenyouhave taken out a tenth from the tenth of all
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your produce in the third year, which is the year when this has to be done,
give it to the Levite, and theman froma strange land, and the childwithout a
father, and the widow, so that theymay have food in your towns and be full;
13And saybefore theLordyourGod, I have takenall theholy things out ofmy
house and have given them to the Levite, and the man from a strange land,
and him who has no father, and the widow, as you have given me orders: I
have kept inmind all your orders, in nothing have I gone against them: 14No
part of these things has been used for food in a time of weeping, or put away
when I was unclean, or given for the dead: I have given ear to the voice of
the Lord my God, and have done all you have given me orders to do. 15 So,
looking down from your holy place in heaven, send your blessing on your
people Israel and on the land which you have given us, as you said in your
oath to our fathers, a land flowing with milk and honey. 16 Today the Lord
your God gives you orders to keep all these laws and decisions: so then keep
and do them with all your heart and all your soul. 17 Today you have given
witness that the Lord is your God, and that you will go in his ways and keep
his laws and his orders and his decisions and give ear to his voice: 18And the
Lord has made it clear this day that you are a special people to him, as he
gave you his word; and that you are to keep all his orders; 19And that hewill
make you high over all the nations he has made, in praise, in name, and in
honour, and that you are to be a holy people to the Lord your God as he has
said.

27
1 Then Moses and the responsible men of Israel gave the people these

orders: Keep all the orders which I have given you this day; 2And on the day
whenyougoover Jordan into the landwhich theLordyourGod is givingyou,
put up great stones, coating themwith building-paste, 3Andwriting on them
all the words of this law, after you have gone over; so that you may take the
heritagewhich the Lord yourGod is giving you, a landflowingwithmilk and
honey, as the Lord, the God of your fathers, has said. 4And when you have
gone over Jordan, you are to put up these stones, as I have said to you today,
inMount Ebal, and have them coatedwith building-paste. 5There you are to
make an altar to the Lord your God, of stones on which no iron instrument
has been used. 6 You are to make the altar of the Lord your God of uncut
stones; offering on it burned offerings to the Lord your God: 7And you are to
make your peace-offerings, feasting therewith joy before the Lord yourGod.
8And put on the stones all the words of this law, writing them very clearly.
9ThenMoses and the priests, the Levites, said to all Israel, Be quiet and give
ear, O Israel; today you have become the people of the Lord your God. 10For
this cause you are to give ear to the voice of the Lord your God, and do his
orders and his laws which I give you this day. 11 That same day Moses said
to the people, 12These are to take their places onMount Gerizim for blessing
thepeoplewhenyouhavegoneover Jordan: SimeonandLevi and Judahand
Issachar and Joseph and Benjamin; 13And these are to be onMount Ebal for
the curse: Reuben, Gad, and Asher, and Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali. 14Then
the Levites are to say in a loud voice to all the men of Israel, 15Cursed is the
manwhomakes any image ofwood or stone ormetal, disgusting to the Lord,
the work of man's hands, and puts it up in secret. And let all the people say,
So be it. 16 Cursed is he who does not give honour to his father or mother.
And let all the people say, So be it. 17Cursed is he who takes his neighbour's
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landmark from its place. And let all the people say, So be it. 18 Cursed is he
by whom the blind are turned out of the way. And let all the people say, So
be it. 19Cursed is hewho gives awrong decision in the cause of aman froma
strange land, or of one without a father, or of a widow. And let all the people
say, So be it. 20 Cursed is he who has sex relations with his father's wife, for
he has put shame on his father. And let all the people say, So be it. 21Cursed
is he who has sex relations with any sort of beast. And let all the people say,
So be it. 22Cursed is he who has sex relations with his sister, the daughter of
his father or of his mother. And let all the people say, So be it. 23Cursed is he
who has sex relations with his mother-in-law. And let all the people say, So
be it. 24 Cursed is he who takes his neighbour's life secretly. And let all the
people say, So be it. 25 Cursed is he who for a reward puts to death one who
has done no wrong. And let all the people say, So be it. 26 Cursed is he who
does not take this law to heart to do it. And let all the people say, So be it.

28
1Now if you give ear to the voice of the Lord your God, and keepwith care

all these orders which I have given you today, then the Lord your God will
put you high over all the nations of the earth: 2And all these blessings will
come on you and overtake you, if your ears are open to the voice of the Lord
your God. 3A blessing will be on you in the town, and a blessing in the field.
4Ablessingwill be on the fruit of your body, and on the fruit of your land, on
the fruit of your cattle, the increase of yourherd, and the youngof yourflock.
5A blessingwill be on your basket and on your bread-basin. 6A blessingwill
be onyour coming in andonyour going out. 7By thepower of theLord, those
who take arms against you will be overcome before you: they will come out
against you one way, and will go in flight from you seven ways. 8 The Lord
will send his blessing on your store-houses and on everything to which you
put your hand: his blessing will be on you in the land which the Lord your
God is giving you. 9The Lord will keep you as a people holy to himself, as he
has said to you in his oath, if you keep the orders of the Lord your God and
go onwalking in his ways. 10And all the peoples of the earthwill see that the
name of the Lord is on you, and they will go in fear of you. 11And the Lord
will make you fertile in every good thing, in the fruit of your body, and the
fruit of your cattle, and the fruit of your fields, in the landwhich the Lord, by
his oath to your fathers, said he would give you. 12Opening his store-house
in heaven, the Lord will send rain on your land at the right time, blessing all
thework of your hands: other nationswillmake use of yourwealth, and you
will have no need of theirs. 13 The Lord will make you the head and not the
tail; and you will ever have the highest place, if you give ear to the orders
of the Lord your God which I give you today, to keep and to do them; 14Not
turning away fromanyof the orderswhich I give you today, to the right hand
or to the left, or going after any other gods to give themworship. 15But if you
do not give ear to the voice of the Lord your God, and take care to do all his
orders and his laws which I give you today, then all these curses will come
on you and overtake you: 16Youwill be cursed in the town and cursed in the
field. 17A curse will be on your basket and on your bread-basin. 18A curse
will be on the fruit of your body, andon the fruit of your land, on the increase
of your cattle, and the young of your flock. 19 You will be cursed when you
come in and cursed when you go out. 20 The Lord will send on you cursing
and trouble and punishment in everything to which you put your hand, till
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sudden destruction overtakes you; because of your evil ways in which you
have been false to me. 21 The Lord will send disease after disease on you,
till you have been cut off by death from the land to which you are going.
22 The Lord will send wasting disease, and burning pain, and flaming heat
against you, keeping back the rain till your land is waste and dead; so will it
be till your destruction is complete. 23And the heaven over your heads will
be brass, and the earth under you hard as iron. 24 The Lord will make the
rain of your land powder and dust, sending it down on you from heaven till
your destruction is complete. 25 The Lord will let you be overcome by your
haters: youwill go out against them oneway, and youwill go in flight before
themsevenways: youwill be the cause of fear among all the kingdomsof the
earth. 26 Your bodies will be meat for all the birds of the air and the beasts
of the earth; there will be no one to send them away. 27 The Lord will send
on you the disease of Egypt, and other sorts of skin diseases which nothing
will make well. 28He will make your minds diseased, and your eyes blind,
and your hearts wasted with fear: 29You will go feeling your way when the
sun is high, like a blind man for whom all is dark, and nothing will go well
for you: you will be crushed and made poor for ever, and you will have no
saviour. 30Youwill take awife, but anothermanwill have the use of her: the
house which your hands have made will never be your resting-place: you
will make a vine-garden, and never take the fruit of it. 31 Your ox will be
put to death before your eyes, but its flesh will not be your food: your ass
will be violently taken away before your face, and will not be given back to
you: your sheep will be given to your haters, and there will be no saviour
for you. 32 Your sons and your daughters will be given to another people,
and your eyes will be wasted away with looking and weeping for them all
the day: and youwill have no power to do anything. 33The fruit of your land
and all the work of your hands will be food for a nation which is strange to
you and to your fathers; you will only be crushed down and kept under for
ever: 34 So that the things which your eyes have to see will send you out of
your minds. 35 The Lord will send a skin disease, attacking your knees and
your legs, bursting out fromyour feet to the top of your head, so that nothing
will make you well. 36And you, and the king whom you have put over you,
will the Lord take away to a nation strange to you and to your fathers; there
youwill be servants to other gods ofwood and stone. 37And youwill become
a wonder and a name of shame among all the nations where the Lord will
take you. 38Youwill takemuch seed out into the field, and get little in; for the
locustwill get it. 39Youwill put invinesand take careof them, but youwill get
no wine or grapes from them; for they will be food for worms. 40 Your land
will be full of olive-trees, but therewill benooil for the comfort of yourbody;
for your olive-treewill give no fruit. 41Youwill have sons and daughters, but
they will not be yours; for they will go away prisoners into a strange land.
42 All your trees and the fruit of your land will be the locust's. 43 The man
from a strange land who is living among you will be lifted up higher and
higher over you, while you go down lower and lower. 44Hewill let you have
hiswealth at interest, andwill havenoneedof yours: hewill be theheadand
you the tail. 45And all these curses will come after you and overtake you, till
your destruction is complete; because you did not give ear to the voice of the
Lord your God, or keep his laws and his orders which he gave you: 46These
thingswill come on you and on your seed, to be a sign and awonder for ever;
47 Because you did not give honour to the Lord your God, worshipping him
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gladly, with joy in your hearts on account of all your wealth of good things;
48For this cause youwill become servants to those whom the Lord your God
will send against you,without food anddrink and clothing, and in need of all
things: and he will put a yoke of iron on your neck till he has put an end to
you. 49The Lord will send a nation against you from the farthest ends of the
earth, comingwith the flight of an eagle; a nationwhose language is strange
to you; 50A hard-faced nation, whowill have no respect for the old ormercy
for theyoung: 51Hewill take the fruit of your cattle andof your land till death
puts an end to you: hewill let youhavenothing of your grain orwineor oil or
any of the increase of your cattle or the young of your flock, till he hasmade
your destruction complete. 52 Your towns will be shut in by his armies, till
your high walls, in which you put your faith, have come down: his armies
will be round your towns, through all your land which the Lord your God
has given you. 53 And your food will be the fruit of your body, the flesh of
the sons and daughters which the Lord your God has given you; because of
your bitter need and the cruel grip of your haters. 54 That man among you
who is soft and used to comfort will be hard and cruel to his brother, and to
his dear wife, and to of those his children who are still living; 55Andwill not
give to any of them the flesh of his children which will be his food because
he has no other; in the cruel grip of your haters on all your towns. 56 The
most soft and delicate of your women, who would not so much as put her
foot on the earth, so delicate is she, will be hard-hearted to her husband and
to her son and to her daughter; 57And to her baby newly come to birth, and
to the children of her body; for having no other food, she will make a meal
of them secretly, because of her bitter need and the cruel grip of your haters
on all your towns. 58 If you will not take care to do all the words of this law,
recorded in this book, honouring that name of glory and of fear, THE LORD
YOUR GOD; 59Then the Lord your God will make your punishment, and the
punishment of your seed, a thing to bewondered at; great punishments and
cruel diseases stretching on through long years. 60Hewill send on you again
all the diseases of Egypt, whichwere a cause of fear to you, and theywill take
you in their grip. 61 And all the diseases and the pains not recorded in the
book of this law will the Lord send on you till your destruction is complete.
62And you will become a very small band, though your numbers were like
the stars of heaven; because youdidnot give ear to the voice of the Lord your
God. 63And as the Lord took delight in doing you good and increasing you, so
the Lord will take pleasure in cutting you off and causing your destruction,
and you will be uprooted from the land which you are about to take as your
heritage. 64And the Lord will send you wandering among all peoples, from
one end of the earth to the other: there you will be servants to other gods,
of wood and stone, gods of which you and your fathers had no knowledge.
65And even among these nations there will be no peace for you, and no rest
for your feet: but the Lord will give you there a shaking heart and wasting
eyes and weariness of soul: 66Your very life will be hanging in doubt before
you, and day and night will be dark with fears, and nothing in life will be
certain: 67 In themorning youwill say, If only itwas evening! And at evening
youwill say, If onlymorningwould come! Because of the fear in your hearts
and the things which your eyes will see. 68And the Lord will take you back
to Egypt again in ships, by the way of which I said to you, You will never see
it again: there you will be offering yourselves as men-servants and women-
servants to your haters for a price, and nomanwill take you.
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29
1 These are the words of the agreement which Moses was ordered by the

Lord to make with the children of Israel in the land of Moab, in addition to
the agreement which he made with them in Horeb. 2And Moses said in the
hearing of all Israel, You have seen all the Lord did before your eyes in the
land of Egypt to Pharaoh and to all his servants and all his land; 3 The great
tests which your eyes saw, and the signs and wonders: 4 But even to this
day the Lord has not given you a mind open to knowledge, or seeing eyes
or hearing ears. 5 For forty years I have been your guide through the waste
land: your clothing has not become old on your backs, or your shoes on your
feet. 6 You have had no bread, or wine, or strong drink: so that you might
see that I am the Lord your God. 7When you came to this place, Sihon, king
of Heshbon, and Og, king of Bashan, came out to make war against us and
we overcame them: 8And we took their land and gave it to the Reubenites
and the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, for their heritage. 9 So keep
the words of this agreement and do them, so that it may be well for you
in everything you do. 10 You have come here today, all of you, before the
Lord your God; the heads of your tribes, the overseers, and those who are in
authority over you, with all the men of Israel, 11 And your little ones, your
wives, and the men of other lands who are with you in your tents, down to
thewood-cutter and the servantwho getswater for you: 12With the purpose
of taking part in the agreement of the Lord your God, and his oath which
he makes with you today: 13And so that he may make you his people today,
and be your God, as he has said to you, and as he made an oath to your
fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 14And not with you only do I make this
agreement and this oath; 15 But with everyone who is here with us today
before the Lord our God, as well as with those who are not here: 16 (For you
have in mind how we were living in the land of Egypt; and how we came
through all the nations which were on your way; 17And you have seen their
disgusting doings, and the images of wood and stone and silver and gold
which were among them:) 18 So that there may not be among you any man
or woman or family or tribe whose heart is turned away from the Lord our
God today, to go after other gods and give themworship; or any root among
you whose fruit is poison and bitter sorrow; 19 If such a man, hearing the
words of this oath, takes comfort in the thought that hewill have peace even
if he goes on in the pride of his heart, takingwhatever chancemay give him:
20 The Lord will have no mercy on him, but the wrath of the Lord will be
burning against that man, and all the curses recorded in this book will be
waiting for him, and the Lord will take away his name completely from the
earth. 21He will be marked out by the Lord, from all the tribes of Israel, for
an evil fate, in keeping with all the curses of the agreement recorded in this
book of the law. 22And future generations, your children coming after you,
and travellers from far countries, will say, when they see the punishments
of that land and the diseaseswhich the Lord has sent on it; 23And that all the
land is a salt and smoking waste, not planted or giving fruit or clothed with
grass, but wasted like Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, onwhich
the Lord sent destruction in the heat of his wrath: 24 Truly all the nations
will say, Why has the Lord done so to this land? what is the reason for this
great and burning wrath? 25 Then men will say, Because they gave up the
agreement of the Lord, the God of their fathers, which he made with them
when he took them out of the land of Egypt: 26 And they went after other
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gods and gave themworship, gods whowere strange to them, and whom he
had not given them: 27And so the wrath of the Lord was moved against this
land, to send on it all the curse recorded in this book: 28Rooting them out of
their land, in the heat of his wrath and passion, and driving them out into
another land, as at this day. 29 The secret things are the Lord our God's: but
the things which have beenmade clear are ours and our children's for ever,
so that wemay do all the words of this law.

30
1Nowwhen all these things have come on you, the blessing and the curse

which I have put before you, if the thought of them comes back to your
minds, when you are living among the nationswhere the Lord your God has
sent you, 2And your hearts are turned again to the Lord your God, and you
give ear to his word which I give you today, you and your children, with all
your heart and with all your soul: 3 Then the Lord will have pity on you,
changing your fate, and taking you back again from among all the nations
where you have been forced to go. 4Even if those who have been forced out
are living in the farthest part of heaven, the Lord your God will go in search
of you, and take you back; 5 Placing you again in the land of your fathers as
your heritage; and he will do you good, increasing you till you are more in
number than your fathers were. 6 And the Lord your God will give to you
and to your seed a circumcision of the heart, so that, loving himwith all your
heart and all your soul, you may have life. 7And the Lord your God will put
all these curses on those who are against you, and on your haters who put
a cruel yoke on you. 8 And you will again give ear to the voice of the Lord,
and do all his orders which I have given you today. 9And the Lord your God
will make you fertile in all good things, blessing thework of your hands, and
the fruit of your body, and the fruit of your cattle, and the fruit of your land:
for the Lord will have joy in you, as he had in your fathers: 10 If you give
ear to the voice of the Lord your God, keeping his orders and his laws which
are recorded in this book of the law, and turning to the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul. 11 For these orders which I have given
you today are not strange and secret, and are not far away. 12They are not in
heaven, for you to say,Whowill goup toheaven forusandgiveusknowledge
of themso thatwemaydo them? 13And they arenot across the sea, for you to
say,Whowill go over the sea for us and give us news of them so that wemay
do them? 14But the word is very near you, in yourmouth and in your heart,
so that you may do it. 15 See, I have put before you today, life and good, and
death and evil; 16 In giving you orders today to have love for the Lord your
God, to go in his ways and keep his laws and his orders and his decisions, so
that you may have life and be increased, and that the blessing of the Lord
your Godmay be with you in the land where you are going, the land of your
heritage. 17 But if your heart is turned away and your ear is shut, and you
go after thosewhowouldmake you servants andworshippers of other gods:
18 I give witness against you this day that destruction will certainly be your
fate, and your days will be cut short in the land where you are going, the
land of your heritage on the other side of Jordan. 19Let heaven and earth be
mywitnesses against you this day that I have put before you life and death, a
blessing anda curse: so take life for yourselves and for your seed: 20 In loving
the Lord yourGod, hearing his voice and being true to him: for he is your life
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and by him will your days be long: so that you may go on living in the land
which the Lord gave by an oath to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

31
1SoMoses said all these things to Israel. 2Then he said to them, I amnowa

hundredand twentyyears old; I amno longerable to goout andcome in: and
theLordhas said tome, Youarenot togoover Jordan. 3TheLordyourGod, he
will gooverbefore you; hewill senddestructiononall thosenations, andyou
will take their land as your heritage: and Joshuawill go over at your head as
the Lord has said. 4The Lordwill do to them as he did to Sihon and to Og, the
kings of the Amorites, and to their land, whom he put to destruction. 5 The
Lord will give them up into your hands, and you are to do to them as I have
given you orders. 6Be strong and take heart, and have no fear of them: for
it is the Lord your God who is going with you; he will not take away his help
from you. 7ThenMoses sent for Joshua, and before the eyes of all Israel said
to him, Be strong and take heart: for you are to go with this people into the
landwhich theLord, byhisoath to their fathers, hasgiven them; byyourhelp
theywill take it for their heritage. 8 It is the Lordwhogoes before you; hewill
be with you, he will not take away his help from you or give you up: so have
no fear. 9 Then Moses put all this law in writing, and gave it to the priests,
the sons of Levi, who take up the ark of the Lord's agreement, and to all the
responsible men of Israel. 10 And Moses said to them, At the end of every
seven years, at the time fixed for the ending of debts, at the feast of tents,
11When all Israel has come before the Lord your God in the place named by
him, let a reading be given of this law in the hearing of all Israel. 12Make all
the people come together, men and women and children, and anyone from
another country who is with you, so that hearing they may become wise in
the fear of the Lord your God, and take care to do all the words of this law;
13And so that your children, to whom it is new, may give ear and be trained
in the fear of the Lord your God, while you are living in the land which you
are going over Jordan to take for your heritage. 14At that time the Lord said
to Moses, The day of your death is near: send for Joshua, and come to the
Tent ofmeeting so that I may give him his orders. SoMoses and Joshuawent
to the Tent of meeting. 15 And the Lord was seen in the Tent in a pillar of
cloud resting by the door of the Tent. 16 And the Lord said to Moses, Now
you are going to rest with your fathers; and this people will be false to me,
uniting themselves to the strange gods of the landwhere they are going; they
will be turned away from me and will not keep the agreement I have made
with them. 17 In that day my wrath will be moved against them, and I will
be turned away from them, veiling my face from them, and destruction will
overtake them, and unnumbered evils and troubles will come on them; so
that in that day they will say, Have not these evils come on us because our
God is not with us? 18 Truly, my face will be turned away from them in that
day, because of all the evil they have done in going after other gods. 19Make
then this song for yourselves, teaching it to the children of Israel: put it in
theirmouths, so that this songmaybeawitness formeagainst the childrenof
Israel. 20Forwhen I have taken them into the land named inmy oath to their
fathers, a landflowingwithmilk andhoney, and they havemade themselves
full of food and are fat, then they will be turned to other gods and will give
them worship, no longer honouring me or keeping my agreement. 21 Then
when evils and troubles without number have overtaken them, this song
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will be a witness to them, for the words of it will be clear in thememories of
their children: for I see the thoughts which are moving in their hearts even
now, before I have taken them into the land of my oath. 22 So that same day
Moses made this song, teaching it to the children of Israel. 23 Then he gave
orders to Joshua, the son of Nun, saying to him, Be strong and take heart:
for you are to go at the head of the children of Israel into the land which I
made an oath to give them; and I will be with you. 24Now after writing all
thewords of this law in a book till the record of themwas complete, 25Moses
said to the Levites who were responsible for taking up the ark of the Lord's
agreement, 26 Take this book of the law and put it by the ark of the Lord's
agreement, so that it may be a witness against you. 27 For I have knowledge
of your hard and uncontrolled hearts: even now, while I am still living, you
will not be ruled by the Lord; howmuch less after my death? 28Get together
before me all those who are in authority in your tribes, and your overseers,
so that I may say these things in their hearing, and make heaven and earth
my witnesses against them. 29 For I am certain that after my death you will
give yourselves up to sin, wandering from the way which I have given you;
and evil will overtake you in the end, because you will do evil in the eyes of
the Lord, moving him to wrath by the work of your hands. 30 Then in the
hearing of all the meeting of Israel, Moses said the words of this song, to the
end.

32
1Give ear, O heavens, to my voice; let the earth take note of the words of

my mouth: 2My teaching is dropping like rain, coming down like dew on
the fields; like rain on the young grass and showers on the garden plants:
3For I will give honour to the name of the Lord: let our God be named great.
4He is the Rock, complete is his work; for all his ways are righteousness: a
Godwithout evilwho keeps faith, true andupright is he. 5Theyhave become
false, theyarenothis children, themarkof sin ison them; theyareanevil and
hard-hearted generation. 6 Is this your answer to the Lord, O foolish people
and unwise? Is he not your father who has given you life? He has made you
and given you your place. 7Keep inmind the days of the past, give thought to
the years of generations gone by: go to your father and he will make it clear
to you, to the oldmen and theywill give you the story. 8When theMost High
gave the nations their heritage, separating into groups the children of men,
he had the limits of the peoples marked out, keeping in mind the number
of the children of Israel. 9 For the Lord's wealth is his people; Jacob is the
land of his heritage. 10He came to him in the waste land, in the unpeopled
waste of sand: putting his arms round him and caring for him, he kept him
as the light of his eye. 11As an eagle, teaching her young tomake their flight,
withherwingsoutstretchedover them, takes themuponher strong feathers:
12 So the Lord only was his guide, no other god was with him. 13He put him
on the high places of the earth, his food was the increase of the field; honey
he gave him out of the rock and oil out of the hard rock; 14 Butter from his
cows and milk from his sheep, with fat of lambs and sheep of Bashan, and
goats, and the heart of the grain; and for your drink, wine from the blood
of the grape. 15 But Jeshurun became fat and would not be controlled: you
have become fat, you are thick and full of food: then he was untrue to the
God who made him, giving no honour to the Rock of his salvation. 16 The
honour which was his they gave to strange gods; by their disgusting ways
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he was moved to wrath. 17 They made offerings to evil spirits which were
not God, to gods who were strange to them, which had newly come up, not
feared by your fathers. 18 You have no thought for the Rock, your father,
you have no memory of the God who gave you birth. 19 And the Lord saw
with disgust the evil-doing of his sons and daughters. 20And he said, My face
will be veiled from them, I will see what their end will be: for they are an
uncontrolled generation, children in whom is no faith. 21 They have given
my honour to that which is not God, moving me to wrath with their false
worship: Iwill give their honour to thosewho are not a people,moving them
to wrath by a foolish nation, 22Formywrath is a flaming fire, burning to the
deep parts of the underworld, burning up the earth with her increase, and
firing the deep roots of the mountains. 23 I will send a rain of troubles on
them, my arrows will be showered on them. 24 They will be wasted from
need of food, and overcome by burning heat and bitter destruction; and the
teeth of beasts I will send on them, with the poison of the worms of the dust.
25Outside they will be cut off by the sword, and in the inner rooms by fear;
death will take the youngman and the virgin, the baby at the breast and the
grey-haired man. 26 I said I would send them wandering far away, I would
make all memory of them go from the minds of men: 27But for the fear that
their haters, uplifted in their pride, might say, Our hand is strong, the Lord
has not done all this. 28 For they are a nation without wisdom; there is no
sense in them. 29 If only they were wise, if only this was clear to them, and
they would give thought to their future! 30Howwould it be possible for one
to overcome a thousand, and two to send ten thousand in flight, if their rock
hadnot let themgo, if the Lordhadnot given themup? 31For their rock is not
like our Rock, even our haters themselves being judges. 32 For their vine is
the vine of Sodom, from the fields of Gomorrah: their grapes are the grapes
of evil, and the berries are bitter: 33Their wine is the poison of dragons, the
cruel poison of snakes. 34 Is not this amongmy secrets, kept safe inmy store-
house? 35Punishment ismine and reward, at the time of the slipping of their
feet: for the day of their downfall is near, suddenwill be their fate. 36For the
Lord will be judge of his people, he will have pity for his servants; when he
sees that their power is gone, there is no one, shut up or free. 37And he will
say,Where are their gods, the rock inwhich they put their faith? 38Who took
the fat of their offerings, and the wine of their drink offering? Let them now
come to your help, let them be your salvation. 39 See now, I myself am he;
there is no other god but me: giver of death and life, wounding and making
well: and no one has power tomake you free frommy hand. 40For lifting up
my hand to heaven I say, By my unending life, 41 If I make sharp my shining
sword, and my hand is outstretched for judging, I will give punishment to
thosewho are againstme, and their right reward tomyhaters. 42 I willmake
my arrows redwith blood,my swordwill be feasting onflesh, with the blood
of the dead and the prisoners, of the long-haired heads of my haters. 43 Be
glad, O you his people, over the nations; for he will take payment for the
blood of his servants, and will give punishment to his haters, and take away
the sin of his land, for his people. 44SoMoses said all thewords of this song in
the hearing of the people, he andHoshea, the son of Nun. 45And after saying
all this to the people, 46Moses said to them, Let the words which I have said
to you today go deep into your hearts, and give orders to your children to do
everyword of this law. 47And this is no small thing for you, but it is your life,
and through this you may make your days long in the land which you are
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going over Jordan to take for your heritage. 48 That same day the Lord said
to Moses, 49Go up into this mountain of Abarim, to Mount Nebo in the land
of Moab opposite Jericho; there youmay see the land of Canaan, which I am
giving to the childrenof Israel for their heritage: 50And let death come to you
on the mountain where you are going, and be put to rest with your people;
as death came to Aaron, your brother, on Mount Hor, where he was put to
rest with his people: 51Because of your sin againstme before the children of
Israel at thewaters ofMeribathKadesh in thewaste land of Zin; because you
did not keep my name holy among the children of Israel. 52 So you will see
the land before you, but youwill not go into the landwhich I amgiving to the
children of Israel.

33
1Nowthis is theblessingwhichMoses, themanofGod, gave to the children

of Israel before his death. 2 He said, The Lord came from Sinai, dawning
on them from Seir; shining out from Mount Paran, coming from Meribath
Kadesh: from his right hand went flames of fire: his wrath made waste the
peoples. 3All his holy ones are at his hand; they go at his feet; they are lifted
up on his wings. 4Moses gave us a law, a heritage for the people of Jacob.
5 And there was a king in Jeshurun, when the heads of the people and the
tribes of Israel came together. 6 Let life not death be Reuben's, let not the
number of hismen be small. 7And this is the blessing of Judah: he said, Give
ear, O Lord, to the voice of Judah andmake him onewith his people: let your
hands take up his cause, and be his help against his attackers. 8And of Levi
he said, Give your Thummim to Levi and let the Urim be with your loved
one, whom you put to the test at Massah, with whom you were angry at the
waters of Meribah; 9Who said of his father, Who is he? and of his mother,
I have not seen her; he kept himself separate from his brothers and had no
knowledge of his children: for they have given ear to your word and kept
youragreement. 10Theywill be the teachers of yourdecisions to Jacobandof
your lawto Israel: theburningofperfumesbeforeyouwill be their right, and
the ordering of burned offerings on your altar. 11 Let your blessing, O Lord,
be onhis substance,may thework of his hands be pleasing to you: may those
who take up arms against him and all who have hate for him, be wounded
through the heart, never to be lifted up again. 12 And of Benjamin he said,
Benjamin is the loved one of the Lord, hewill be kept safe at all times; hewill
be covered by the Most High, resting between his arms. 13And of Joseph he
said, Let the blessing of the Lord be onhis land; for the good things of heaven
on high, and the deepwaters flowing under the earth, 14And the good things
of the fruits of the sun, and the good things of the growthof themoons, 15And
the chief things of the oldest mountains, and the good things of the eternal
hills, 16 The good things of the earth and all its wealth, the good pleasure of
himwhowas seen in the burning tree: may they come on the head of Joseph,
on the head of him who was prince among his brothers. 17 He is a young
ox, glory is his; his horns are the horns of the mountain ox, with which all
peoples will be wounded, even to the ends of the earth: they are the ten
thousands of Ephraim and the thousands ofManasseh. 18And of Zebulun he
said, Be glad, Zebulun, in your going out; and, Issachar, in your tents. 19They
will send out the word for the people to come to the mountain, taking there
the offerings of righteousness: for the store of the seaswill be theirs, and the
secret wealth of the sand. 20Of Gad he said, A blessing be on himwhomakes
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wide the limits of Gad: he takes his rest like a she-lion, taking for himself the
arm and the crown of the head. 21He kept for himself the first part, for his
was the ruler's right: he put in force the righteousness of the Lord, and his
decisions for Israel. 22And of Dan he said, Dan is a young lion, springing out
from Bashan. 23And of Naphtali he said, O Naphtali, made glad with grace
and full of the blessing of the Lord: the sea and its fishes will be his. 24And
of Asher he said, Let Asher have the blessing of children; may he be pleasing
to his brothers, and let his foot bewet with oil. 25Your shoes will be iron and
brass; and as your days, so may your work be. 26No other is like the God of
Jeshurun, comingon theheavens toyourhelp, and lettinghis glorybe seen in
the skies. 27TheGodof your fathers is your safe resting-place, andunder you
are his eternal arms: driving out the forces of your haters from before you,
he said, Let destruction overtake them. 28 And Israel is living in peace, the
fountain of Jacob by himself, in a land of grain andwine, with dew dropping
from theheavens. 29Happy are you, O Israel: who is like you, a peoplewhose
saviour is the Lord, whose help is your cover, whose sword is your strength!
All those who are against youwill put themselves under your rule, and your
feet will be planted on their high places.

34
1And Moses went up from the table-lands of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the

top of Pisgah which is facing Jericho. And the Lord let him see all the land,
the land of Gilead as far as Dan; 2And all Naphtali and the land of Ephraim
and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, as far as the Great Sea of the west;
3And the South, and the circle of the valley of Jericho, the townof palm-trees,
as far as Zoar. 4 And the Lord said to him, This is the land about which I
made an oath to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, I will give it to your seed:
now I have let you see it with your eyes, but you will not go in there. 5 So
death came to Moses, the servant of the Lord, there in the land of Moab, as
the Lord had said. 6 And the Lord put him to rest in the valley in the land
of Moab opposite Beth-peor: but no man has knowledge of his resting-place
to this day. 7 And Moses at his death was a hundred and twenty years old:
his eye had not become clouded, or his natural force become feeble. 8 For
thirty days the children of Israel were weeping for Moses in the table-lands
of Moab, till the days of weeping and sorrow for Moses were ended. 9 And
Joshua, the son ofNun,was full of the spirit ofwisdom; forMoses had put his
hands on him: and the children of Israel gave ear to him, and did as the Lord
had givenorders toMoses. 10Therehasnever beenanother prophet in Israel
like Moses, whom the Lord had knowledge of face to face; 11 In all the signs
and wonders which the Lord sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh
and to all his servants and all his land; 12And in all the acts of power and fear
whichMoses did before the eyes of all Israel.
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The Book of
Joshua

1Nowafter thedeathofMoses, the servantof theLord, thewordof theLord
came to Joshua, the son of Nun, Moses' helper, saying, 2Moses my servant is
dead; so now get up! Go over Jordan, you and all this people, into the land
which I am giving to them, to the children of Israel. 3 Every place on which
youput your foot I havegiven toyou, as I said toMoses. 4Fromthewaste land
and thismountainLebanon, as far as thegreat river, the riverEuphrates, and
all the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea, in the west, will be your country.
5While you are living, all will give way before you: as I was with Moses, so
I will be with you; I will not take away my help from you or give you up.
6Take heart and be strong; for you will give to this people for their heritage
the land which I gave by an oath to their fathers. 7Only take heart and be
very strong; take care to do all the law which Moses my servant gave you,
not turning from it to the right hand or to the left, so that youmay dowell in
all your undertakings. 8 Let this book of the law be ever on your lips and in
your thoughts day and night, so that you may keep with care everything in
it; then a blessing will be on all your way, and you will do well. 9Have I not
given you your orders? Take heart and be strong; have no fear and do not be
troubled; for the Lord your God is with youwherever you go, 10Then Joshua
gave their orders to those who were in authority over the people, saying,
11 Go through the tents and give orders to the people, saying, Get ready a
store of food; for in three days you are to go over this river Jordan and take
for your heritage the land which the Lord your God is giving you. 12And to
the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said,
13Keep in mind what Moses, the servant of the Lord, said to you, The Lord
your God is sending you rest and will give you this land. 14Your wives, your
little ones, andyour cattlewill be kept here in the landwhichMoses gave you
on this side of Jordan; but you, the fighting-men, are to go over before your
brothers, armed, to give them help; 15 Till the Lord has given your brothers
rest, as he has given it to you, and they have taken their heritage in the land
which the Lord your God is giving them: then you will go back to the land
of your heritage which Moses, the servant of the Lord, gave you on the east
side of Jordan. 16Then they said to Joshua in answer,Whatever you say to us
we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 17As we gave attention to
Moses in all things, so we will give attention to you: and may the Lord your
God bewith you as hewaswithMoses. 18Whoever goes against your orders,
and does not give attention to all your words, will be put to death: only take
heart and be strong.

2
1Then Joshua, the son ofNun, sent twomen fromShittim secretly, with the

purpose of searching out the land, and Jericho. So theywent and came to the
house of a loose woman of the town, named Rahab, where they took their
rest for the night. 2And itwas said to the king of Jericho, See, somemenhave
come here tonight from the children of Israel with the purpose of searching
out the land. 3 Then the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, Send out the
men who have come to you and are in your house; for they have come with
the purpose of searching out all the land. 4And thewoman took the twomen
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and put them in a secret place; then she said, Yes, the men came to me, but I
had no idea where they came from; 5And when it was the time for shutting
the doors at dark, they went out; I have no idea where the men went: but if
you go after them quickly, you will overtake them. 6But she had taken them
up to the roof, covering them with the stems of flax which she had put out
in order there. 7 So the men went after them on the road to Jordan as far as
the river-crossing: andwhen they had gone out after them, the door into the
townwas shut. 8Andbefore themenwent to rest, she cameup to themon the
roof, 9And said to them, It is clear tome that the Lord has given you the land,
and that the fear of you has come on us; 10For we have had news of how the
Lordmade theRedSeadrybeforeyouwhenyoucameout ofEgypt; andwhat
you did to the two kings of the Amorites, on the other side of Jordan, to Sihon
and Og, whom you gave up to the curse. 11 And because of this news, our
hearts became like water, and there was nomore spirit in any of us because
of you; for the Lord your God is God in heaven on high and here on earth.
12 So now, will you give me your oath by the Lord, that, because I have been
kind to you, you will be kind to my father's house, 13And that you will keep
safemy father andmother andmy brothers and sisters and all they have, so
that deathmay not come on us? 14And themen said to her, Our life for yours
if you keep our business secret; and when the Lord has given us the land,
we will keep faith and be kind to you. 15 Then she let them down from the
window by a cord, for the house where she was living was on the townwall.
16And she said to them, Get away into the hill-country, or themenwho have
gone after you will overtake you; keep yourselves safe there for three days,
till the searchers have come back, and then go on your way. 17And the men
said to her,Wewill only be responsible for this oathwhich youhavemade us
take, 18 If, whenwe come into the land, you put this cord of bright red thread
in the window fromwhich you let us down; and get your father andmother
and your brothers and all your family into the house; 19Then if anyone goes
out of your house into the street, his bloodwill be on his head, wewill not be
responsible; but if any damage comes to anyone in the house, his blood will
be on our heads. 20But if you say anything about our business here, thenwe
will be free from the oath you havemade us take. 21And she said, Let it be as
you say. Then she sent them away, and theywent; and she put the bright red
cord in the window. 22And they went into the hill-country and were there
three days, till the men who had gone after them had come back; and those
who went after them were searching for them everywhere without coming
across them. 23Then the twomencamedown fromthehill-country andwent
over and came back to Joshua, the son of Nun; and they gave him a complete
account of what had taken place. 24And they said to Joshua, Truly, the Lord
has given all the land into our hands; and all the people of the land have
become like water because of us.

3
1 Then Joshua got up early in the morning, and, moving on from Shittim,

he and all the children of Israel came to Jordan and were there for the night
before going over. 2 And at the end of three days, the men in authority
over the people went through the tents, 3Giving the people their orders, and
saying,When you see the ark of the agreement of the Lord yourGod lifted up
by the priests, the Levites, then get up from your places and go after it; 4But
let there be a space between you and it of about two thousand cubits: come
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no nearer to it, so that youmay see the way you have to go, for you have not
been over this way before. 5And Joshua said to the people, Make yourselves
holy, for tomorrow the Lord will do works of wonder among you. 6 Then
Joshua said to the priests, Take up the ark of the agreement and go over in
front of the people. So they took up the ark of the agreement and went in
front of thepeople. 7And theLord said to Joshua, Fromnowon Iwill give you
glory in the eyes of all Israel, so that theymay see that, as IwaswithMoses, so
I will be with you. 8And you are to give orders to the priests who take up the
ark of the agreement, and say, When you come to the edge of the waters of
Jordan, go no further. 9And Joshua said to the children of Israel, Come tome
here: and give ear to the words of the Lord your God. 10And Joshua said, By
this you will see that the living God is among you, and that he will certainly
send out from before you the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Hivite and
the Perizzite and the Girgashite and the Amorite and the Jebusite. 11See, the
ark of the agreement of the Lord of all the earth is going over before you into
Jordan. 12 So take twelve men out of the tribes of Israel, a man from every
tribe. 13 And when the feet of the priests who take up the ark of the Lord,
the Lord of all the earth, come to rest in the waters of Jordan, the waters of
Jordan will be cut off, all the waters flowing down from higher up, and will
come together inamass. 14Sowhen thepeoplewentout fromtheir tents togo
over Jordan, the priests who took up the ark of the agreement were in front
of the people; 15Andwhen thosewho tookup the ark came to Jordan, and the
feet of the priests who took up the ark were touching the edge of the water
(for the waters of Jordan are overflowing all through the time of the grain-
cutting), 16Then the waters flowing down from higher up were stopped and
came together in amass a longwayback atAdam, a townnear Zarethan; and
the waters flowing down to the sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were cut off:
and the people went across opposite Jericho. 17And the priests who took up
the ark of the agreement of the Lord kept their places, with their feet on dry
land in themiddle of Jordan,while all Israelwent over ondry land, till all the
nation had gone over Jordan.

4
1Now when all the nation had come to the other side of Jordan, the Lord

said to Joshua, 2 Take twelve men from the people, a man for every tribe,
3And say to them, Take up from the middle of Jordan, from the place where
the feet of the priests were resting, twelve stones, and take them over with
you and put them down in the place where you take your rest tonight. 4 So
Joshua sent for the twelve men, whom he had ready, one man out of every
tribe of the children of Israel, 5And he said to them, Go over before the ark
of the Lord your God into themiddle of Jordan, and let every one of you take
up a stone on his back, one for every tribe of the children of Israel: 6 So that
thismaybea signamongyou;whenyour children say to you in time to come,
What is the reason for these stones? 7Then youwill say to them, Because the
waters of Jordan were cut off before the ark of the Lord's agreement; when
it went over Jordan the waters of Jordan were cut off: and these stones will
be a sign for the children of Israel, keeping it in their memory for ever. 8 So
the children of Israel did as Joshua gave themorders, and took twelve stones
from themiddle of Jordan, as the Lord had said to Joshua, one for every tribe
of the children of Israel; these they took across with them to their night's
resting-place and put themdown there. 9And Joshua put up twelve stones in
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themiddle of Jordan, where the feet of the priests who took up the ark of the
agreement had been placed: and there they are to this day. 10For the priests
who tookup the arkkept there in themiddle of Jordan till all the orders given
to Joshua byMoses from the Lord had been done: then the peoplewent over
quickly. 11 And when all the people had come to the other side, the ark of
the Lord went over, and the priests, before the eyes of the people. 12And the
children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh
went over armed before the children of Israel as Moses had said to them:
13About forty thousandarmed forwarwent overbefore theLord to thefight,
to the lowlands of Jericho. 14 That day the Lord made Joshua great in the
eyes of all Israel; and all the days of his life they went in fear of him, as they
had gone in fear of Moses. 15 Then the Lord said to Joshua, 16Give orders to
the priests who take up the ark of witness, to come up out of Jordan. 17 So
Joshua gave orders to the priests, saying, Come up now out of Jordan. 18And
when the priests who took up the ark of the Lord's agreement came up out
of Jordan and their feet came out on to dry land, the waters of Jordan went
back to their place, overflowing its edges as before. 19 So on the tenth day of
the first month the people came up out of Jordan, and put up their tents in
Gilgal, on the east side of Jericho. 20And the twelve stones which they took
out of Jordan, Joshua put up in Gilgal. 21And he said to the children of Israel,
When your children say to their fathers in time to come, What is the reason
for these stones? 22 Then give your children the story, and say, Israel came
over this river Jordan on dry land. 23For the Lord your Godmade thewaters
of Jordan dry before you till you had gone across, as he did to the Red Sea,
drying it up before us till we had gone across: 24So that all the peoples of the
earth may see that the hand of the Lord is strong; and that they may go in
fear of the Lord your God for ever.

5
1Nowwhen the news came to all the kings of theAmorites on thewest side

of Jordan, and all the kings of the Canaanites living by the sea, how the Lord
hadmade thewaters of Jordan dry before the children of Israel, till they had
gone across, their hearts became like water, and there was nomore spirit in
them, because of the children of Israel. 2At that time the Lord said to Joshua,
Make yourself stone knives and give the children of Israel circumcision a
second time. 3 So Joshua made stone knives and gave the children of Israel
circumcision at Gibeath-ha-araloth. 4And this is the reason why Joshua did
so: all the males of the people who came out of Egypt, all the fighting-men,
had been overtaken by death in the waste land on the way, after they came
out of Egypt. 5All the peoplewho cameout hadundergone circumcision; but
all the peoplewhose birth had taken place in thewaste land on their journey
fromEgypt had not. 6For the children of Israel werewandering in thewaste
land for forty years, till all the nation, that is, all the fighting-men, who had
come out of Egypt, were dead, because they did not give ear to the voice of
the Lord: to whom the Lord said, with an oath, that he would not let them
see the land which the Lord had given his word to their fathers to give us, a
landflowingwithmilk andhoney. 7And their children,who cameup in their
place, now underwent circumcision by the hands of Joshua, not having had
it before: for there had been no circumcision on the journey. 8 So when all
thenationhadundergone circumcision, theykept in their tents till theywere
well again. 9And the Lord said to Joshua, Today the shame of Egypt has been
rolled away from you. So that place was named Gilgal, to this day. 10 So the
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children of Israel put up their tents in Gilgal; and they kept the Passover on
the fourteenth day of the month, in the evening, in the lowlands of Jericho.
11And on the day after the Passover, they had for their food the produce of
the land, unleavened cakes and dry grain on the same day. 12And there was
nomoremanna from the day after they had for their food the produce of the
land; the children of Israel had manna no longer, but that year the produce
of the land of Canaan was their food. 13Nowwhen Joshua was near Jericho,
lifting up his eyes he saw a man in front of him, with his sword uncovered
in his hand: and Joshua went up to him and said, Are you for us or against
us? 14And he said, No; but I have come as captain of the armies of the Lord.
Then Joshua, falling down with his face to the earth in worship, said, What
has my lord to say to his servant? 15And the captain of the Lord's army said
to Joshua, Take off your shoes from your feet, for the place where you are is
holy. And Joshua did so.

6
1 (Now Jericho was all shut up because of the children of Israel: there was

no going out or coming in.) 2And the Lord said to Joshua, See, I have given
into your hands Jericho with its king and all its men of war. 3 Now let all
your fighting-menmake a circle round the town, going all round it once. Do
this for six days. 4 And let seven priests go before the ark with seven loud-
sounding horns in their hands: on the seventh day you are to go round the
town seven times, the priests blowing their horns. 5 And at the sound of a
long note on the horns, let all the people give a loud cry; and the wall of
the town will come down flat, and all the people are to go straight forward.
6 Then Joshua, the son of Nun, sent for the priests and said to them, Take
up the ark of the agreement, and let seven priests take seven horns in their
hands and go before the ark of the Lord. 7 And he said to the people, Go
forward, circling the town, and let the armed men go before the ark of the
Lord. 8So after Joshuahad said this to thepeople, the sevenpriestswith their
seven horns went forward before the Lord, blowing on their horns: and the
ark of the Lord's agreement went after them. 9 And the armed men went
before the priests who were blowing the horns, and the mass of the people
went after the ark, blowing their horns. 10And to the people Joshua gave an
order, saying, You will give no cry, and make no sound, and let no word go
out of your mouth till the day when I say, Give a loud cry; then give a loud
cry. 11 So he made the ark of the Lord go all round the town once: then they
went back to the tents for the night. 12And early in the morning Joshua got
up, and the priests took up the ark of the Lord. 13And the seven priests with
their seven horns went on before the ark of the Lord, blowing their horns:
the armedmenwent before them, and themass of the people went after the
ark of the Lord, blowing their horns. 14The second day they went all round
the townonce, and thenwent back to their tents: and so they did for six days.
15Then on the seventh day they got up early, at the dawnof the day, andwent
round the town in the sameway, but that day theywent round it seven times.
16And the seventh time, at the sound of the priests' horns, Joshua said to the
people, Now give a loud cry; for the Lord has given you the town. 17And the
town will be put to the curse, and everything in it will be given to the Lord:
only Rahab, the loose woman, and all who are in the house with her, will be
kept safe, because she kept secret the men we sent. 18And as for you, keep
yourselves from the cursed thing, for fear that youmay get a desire for it and
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take someof it for yourselves, and sobe the causeof a curseandgreat trouble
on the tents of Israel. 19 But all the silver and gold and the vessels of brass
and iron are holy to the Lord: they are to come into the store-house of the
Lord. 20 So the people gave a loud cry, and the horns were sounded; and on
hearing the horns the people gave a loud cry, and the wall came down flat,
so that the people went up into the town, every man going straight before
him, and they took the town. 21And they put everything in the town to the
curse; men and women, young and old, ox and sheep and ass, they put to
deathwithoutmercy. 22Then Joshua said to the twomenwho had been sent
to make a search through the land, Go into the house of the loose woman,
and get her out, and all who are with her, as you gave her your oath. 23 So
the searchers went in and got out Rahab and her father andmother and her
brothers and all she had, and they got out all her family; and they took them
outside the tents of Israel. 24Then, after burning up the town and everything
in it, they put the silver and gold and the vessels of brass and iron into the
store-house of the Lord's house. 25But Joshua kept Rahab, the loose woman,
and her father's family and all she had, from death, and so she got a living-
place among the children of Israel to this day; because she kept safe themen
whom Joshua had sent to make a search through the land. 26 Then Joshua
gave the people orders with an oath, saying, Let that man be cursed before
the Lord who puts his hand to the building up of this town: with the loss of
his first son will he put the first stone of it in place, and with the loss of his
youngest son he will put up its doors. 27 So the Lord was with Joshua; and
news of himwent through all the land.

7
1But the childrenof Israeldidwrongabout the cursed thing: forAchan, the

son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the family of Judah, took
of the cursed thing, moving the Lord to wrath against the children of Israel.
2Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is by the side of Beth-aven,
on theeast sideofBeth-el, and said to them,Goupandmakea search through
the land. And themenwentupand sawhowAiwasplaced. 3Then they came
back to Joshua and said to him, Do not send all the people up, but let about
two or three thousandmen go up andmake an attack on Ai; there is no need
for all the people to be tiredwith the journey there, for it is only a small town.
4Soabout three thousandof thepeoplewentup, andwere sent inflightby the
menof Ai. 5Themenof Ai put to death about thirty-six of them, driving them
from before the town as far as the stoneworks, and overcoming them on the
way down: and the hearts of the people became like water. 6Then Joshua, in
great grief,wentdownon theearthbefore thearkof theLord till the evening,
and all the chiefs of Israel with him, and they put dust on their heads. 7And
Joshua said, O Lord God, why have you taken us over Jordan only to give us
up into the hands of the Amorites for our destruction? If only it had been
enough for us to keep on the other side of Jordan! 8 O Lord, what am I to
say now that Israel have given way before their attackers? 9 For when the
news comes to the Canaanites and all the people of the land, they will come
up, shutting us in and cutting off our name from the earth: and what will
you do for the honour of your great name? 10 Then the Lord said to Joshua,
Get up; what are you doing with your face to the earth? 11 Israel has done
wrong, sinning against the agreement which I made with them: they have
even taken of the cursed thing; acting falsely like thieves they have put it
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among their goods. 12 For this reason the children of Israel have given way,
turning their backs in flight before their attackers, because they are cursed:
I will no longer be with you, if you do not put the cursed thing away from
among you. 13Up! make the people holy; say to them, Make yourselves holy
before tomorrow, for the Lord, the God of Israel, has said, There is a cursed
thing among you, O Israel, and you will give way before your attackers in
the fight till the cursed thing has been taken away from among you. 14 So
in the morning you are to come near, tribe by tribe; and the tribe marked
out by the Lord is to come near, family by family; and the familymarked out
by the Lord is to come near, house by house; and the house marked out by
the Lord is to come near, man by man. 15 Then the man who is taken with
the cursed thing is to be burned, with everything which is his; because he
has gone against the agreement of the Lord and has done an act of shame in
Israel. 16So Joshua got up early in themorning, andmade Israel comebefore
him by their tribes; and the tribe of Judahwas taken; 17Then hemade Judah
come forward, and the family of the Zerahites was taken; and he made the
family of the Zerahites come forward man by man; and Zabdi was taken;
18 Then the house of Zabdi came forward man by man, and Achan, the son
of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken.
19AndJoshuasaid toAchan,Myson, givegloryandpraise to theLord, theGod
of Israel; give me word now of what you have done, and keep nothing back
fromme. 20And Achan, answering, said to Joshua, Truly I have done wrong
against the Lord, the God of Israel, and this is what I have done: 21When I
saw among their goods a fair robe of Babylon and two hundred shekels of
silver, and a mass of gold, fifty shekels in weight, I was overcome by desire
and took them; and they are put away in the earth in my tent, and the silver
is under it. 22 So Joshua sent men quickly, and looking in his tent, they saw
where the robe had been put away secretly with the silver under it. 23And
they took them from the tent and came back with them to Joshua and the
childrenof Israel, andput thembefore theLord. 24Then Joshuaandall Israel
took Achan, the son of Zerah, and the silver and the robe and the mass of
gold, andhis sons andhis daughters andhis oxen andhis asses andhis sheep
and his tent and everything he had; and they took them up into the valley
of Achor. 25 And Joshua said, Why have you been a cause of trouble to us?
Today the Lord will send trouble on you. And all Israel took part in stoning
him; they had him stoned to death and then burned with fire. 26 And over
him they put a great mass of stones, which is there to this day; then the heat
of the Lord's wrathwas turned away. So that placewas named, The Valley of
Achor, to this day.

8
1 Then the Lord said to Joshua, Have no fear and do not be troubled: take

with you all the fighting-men and go up against Ai: for I have given into your
hands the king of Ai and his people and his town and his land: 2 And you
are to do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and its king: but their goods
and their cattle you may take for yourselves: let a secret force be stationed
to make a surprise attack on the town from the back. 3 So Joshua and the
fighting-men got ready to go up against Ai; and Joshua took thirty thousand
men of war, and sent them out by night. 4 And he gave them their orders,
saying, Go and take up your position secretly at the back of the town: do not
go very far away, and let all of you be ready: 5And I and all the people with
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mewill come near the town, and when they come out against us as they did
before, we will go in flight from them; 6And they will come out after us, till
we have got them away from the town; for they will say, They have gone in
flight from us as before; so we will go in flight before them; 7 Then you will
get up from your secret position and take the town, for the Lord your God
will give it up into your hands. 8Andwhen you have taken the town, put fire
to it, as the Lord has said: see, I have given you your orders. 9 So Joshua sent
them out: and they took up a secret position between Beth-el and Ai, on the
west side of Ai: but Joshua keptwith the people that night. 10And early in the
morning Joshua got up, and put the people in order, and he and the chiefs
of Israel went up before the people to Ai. 11 And all the fighting-men who
were with him went up and came near the town, and took up a position on
the north side of Ai facing the town,with a valley betweenhimand the town.
12And taking about five thousandmen, he put them inposition for a surprise
attack on thewest side ofAi, betweenBeth-el andAi. 13So all the peoplewere
in their places, the armyon the north side of the townand the secret force on
the west; and that night Joshua went down into the valley. 14Nowwhen the
king of Ai saw it, he got up quickly andwent out towar against Israel, he and
all his people, to the slope going down to the valley; but he had no idea that
a secret force was waiting at the back of the town. 15 Then Joshua and all
Israel, acting as if they were overcome before them, went in flight by way of
thewaste land. 16Andall thepeople inAi came together to go after them; and
theywent after Joshua,moving away from the town. 17Therewas not aman
in Ai and Beth-el who did not go out after Israel; and the townwas open and
unwatched while they went after Israel. 18And the Lord said to Joshua, Let
your spear be stretched out against Ai; for I will give it into your hands. So
Joshua tookuphis spear, stretching it out in thedirectionof the town. 19Then
the secret force came quickly from their place, and running forward when
they saw his hand stretched out, went into the town and took it, and put fire
to it straight away. 20Then themen of Ai, looking back, saw the smoke of the
town going up to heaven, and were unable to go this way or that: and the
people who had gone in flight to the waste land were turned back on those
whowere coming after them. 21Andwhen Joshua and all Israel saw that the
town had been taken by the surprise attack, and that the smoke of the town
had gone up, turning round they overcame the men of Ai. 22Then the other
force came out of the town against them, so that theywere being attacked on
this side and on that: and Israel overcame them and let not one of them get
away with his life. 23But the king of Ai they made prisoner, and took him to
Joshua. 24 Then, after the destruction of all the people of Ai in the field and
in the waste land where they went after them, and when all the people had
been put to death without mercy, all Israel went back to Ai, and put to death
all whowere in it withoutmercy. 25On that day twelve thousandwere put to
death, men and women, all the people of Ai. 26 For Joshua did not take back
his hand with the outstretched spear till the destruction of the people of Ai
was complete. 27But the cattle and the goods from that town, Israel took for
themselves, as the Lord had given orders to Joshua. 28 So Joshua gave Ai to
the flames, and made it a waste mass of stones for ever, as it is to this day.
29And he put the king of Ai to death, hanging him on a tree till evening: and
when the sun went down, Joshua gave them orders to take his body down
from the tree, and put it in the public place of the town, covering it with a
greatmass of stones,which is there to this day. 30Then Joshuaput up analtar
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to the Lord, the God of Israel, inMount Ebal, 31 In theway ordered byMoses,
the servant of the Lord, as it is recorded in the book of the law of Moses, an
altar ofuncut stones, untouchedbyany iron instrument: andon it theymade
burned offerings and peace-offerings to the Lord. 32And he made there on
the stonesa copyof the lawofMoses,writing it before theeyesof the children
of Israel. 33And all Israel, those who were Israelites by birth, as well as the
men from other lands livingwith them, and their responsiblemen and their
overseers and judges, took their places round the ark, in front of the priests,
the Levites, whose work it was to take up the ark of the Lord's agreement;
half of them were stationed in front of Mount Gerizim and half in front of
Mount Ebal, in agreement with the orders for the blessing of the children of
Israel which Moses, the servant of the Lord, had given. 34And after, he gave
them all the words of the law, the blessing and the curse, as it is all recorded
in the book of the law; 35Reading to all themeeting of Israel, with thewomen
and the childrenand themen fromother landswhowere livingamong them,
every word of the orders whichMoses had given.

9
1Now on hearing the news of these things, all the kings on the west side

of Jordan, in the hill-country and the lowlands and by the Great Sea in front
of Lebanon, the Hittites and the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites, 2 Came together with one purpose, to make war
against Joshua and Israel. 3 And the men of Gibeon, hearing what Joshua
had done to Jericho and Ai, 4 Acting with deceit, got food together as if for
a long journey; and took old food-bags for their asses, and old and cracked
wine-skins kept together with cord; 5And put old stitched-up shoes on their
feet, and old clothing on their backs; and all the food they hadwith themwas
dry and broken up. 6And they came to Joshua to the tent-circle at Gilgal, and
said to him and to the men of Israel, We have come from a far country: so
nowmake an agreement with us. 7And themen of Israel said to the Hivites,
Itmaybe that youare livingamongus; how thenmaywemakeanagreement
with you? 8 And they said to Joshua, We are your servants. Then Joshua
said to them, Who are you and where do you come from? 9 And they said
to him, Your servants have come from a very far country, because of the
name of the Lord your God: for the story of his great name, and of all he
did in Egypt has come to our ears, 10And what he did to the two kings of the
Amorites east of Jordan, to Sihon, king ofHeshbon, and toOg, king ofBashan,
at Ashtaroth. 11So the responsiblemenandall the people of our country said
to us, Take foodwith you for the journey and go to them, and say to them,We
are your servants: so nowmake an agreement with us. 12This bread which
we havewith us for our food, we tookwarmand new fromour houseswhen
startingonour journey toyou; butnowsee, it hasbecomedryandbrokenup.
13And these wine-skins were new when we put the wine in them, and now
they are cracked as you see; and our clothing and our shoes have become
old because of our very long journey here. 14 And the men took some of
their food, without requesting directions from the Lord. 15 So Joshua made
peace with them, and made an agreement with them that they were not to
be put to death: and the chiefs of the people took an oath to them. 16Now
three days after, when they had made this agreement with them, they had
word that these men were their neighbours, living near them. 17 And the
children of Israel went forward on their journey, and on the third day came
to their towns. Now their towns were Gibeon and Chephirah and Beeroth
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and Kiriath-jearim. 18And the children of Israel did not put them to death,
because the chiefs of the people had taken an oath to them by the Lord, the
God of Israel. And all the people made an outcry against the chiefs. 19 But
all the chiefs said to the people, We have taken an oath to them by the Lord,
the God of Israel, and so we may not put our hands on them. 20This is what
we will do to them: we will not put them to death, for fear that wrath may
come on us because of our oath to them. 21 Keep them living, and let them
be servants, cutting wood and getting water for all the people. And all the
people did as the chiefs had said to them. 22Then Joshua sent for them, and
said to them, Why have you been false to us, saying, We are very far from
you, when you are living among us? 23Now because of this you are cursed,
and youwill for ever be our servants, cuttingwood and gettingwater for the
house ofmyGod. 24And, answering Joshua, they said, Because it came to the
ears of your servants that the Lord your God had given orders to his servant
Moses togiveyouall this land, and to senddestructiononall thepeople living
in it, because of you; so, fearing greatly for our lives because of you, we have
done this. 25And now we are in your hands: do to us whatever seems good
and right to you. 26 So he kept them safe from the children of Israel, and did
not let them be put to death. 27 And that day Joshua made them servants,
cutting wood and getting water for the people and for the altar of the Lord,
in the place marked out by him, to this day.

10
1 Now when it came to the ears of Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, that

Joshua had taken Ai, and had given it up to the curse (for as he had done
to Jericho and its king, so he had done to Ai and its king); and that the people
of Gibeon hadmade peacewith Israel andwere living among them; 2Hewas
in great fear, because Gibeon was a great town, like one of the king's towns,
greater thanAi, and all themen in itweremen ofwar. 3SoAdoni-zedek, king
of Jerusalem, sent to Hoham, king of Hebron, and to Piram, king of Jarmuth,
and to Japhia, king of Lachish, and to Debir, king of Eglon, saying, 4 Come
up to me and give me help, and let us make an attack on Gibeon: for they
havemade peacewith Joshua and the children of Israel. 5So the five kings of
the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth,
the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon, were banded together, and went
up with all their armies and took up their position before Gibeon and made
war against it. 6 And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua to the tent-circle at
Gilgal, saying, Be not slow to send help to your servants; come up quickly
to our support and keep us safe: for all the kings of the Amorites from the
hill-country have come together against us. 7 So Joshua went up from Gilgal
with all his army and all his men of war. 8And the Lord said to Joshua, Have
no fear of them, for I have given them into your hands; theywill all giveway
before you. 9So Joshua, having comeup fromGilgal all night,made a sudden
attackon them. 10And theLordmade themfull of fearbefore Israel, and they
put great numbers of them to death at Gibeon, and went after them by the
way going up to Beth-horon, driving them back to Azekah and Makkedah
11 And in their flight before Israel, on the way down from Beth-horon, the
Lord sent down great stones from heaven on them all the way to Azekah,
causing their death: thosewhose deathwas caused by the stonesweremore
than thosewhom the children of Israel put to deathwith the sword. 12 It was
on thedaywhen theLordgaveup theAmorites into thehandsof the children
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of Israel that Joshua said to the Lord, before the eyes of Israel, Sun, be at rest
over Gibeon; and you, Omoon, in the valley of Aijalon. 13And the sunwas at
rest and themoon kept its place till the nation had given punishment to their
attackers. (Is it not recorded in the book of Jashar?) So the sun kept its place
in the middle of the heavens, and was waiting, and did not go down, for the
space of a day. 14And therewasnoday like that, before it or after it, when the
Lordgaveear to thevoiceofaman; for theLordwasfighting for Israel. 15And
Joshua, with all Israel, went back to the tent-circle at Gilgal. 16But these five
kings went in flight secretly to a hole in the rock at Makkedah. 17And word
was given to Joshua that the five kings had been taken in a hole in the rock at
Makkedah. 18And Joshua said, Let great stones be rolled against the mouth
of the hole, and let men keep watch by it: 19 But do you, without waiting,
go after their army, attacking them from the back; do not let them get into
their towns, for the Lord your God has given them into your hands. 20Now
when Joshua and the children of Israel had come to the end of their war of
complete destruction, and had put to death all but a small bandwho had got
safely into thewalled towns, 21All the peoplewent back to Joshua to the tent-
circle at Makkedah in peace: and no one said a word against the children of
Israel. 22Then Joshua said, Take away the stones from themouth of the hole
in the rock, and make those five kings come out to me. 23 And they did so,
andmade those five kings come out of the hole to him, the king of Jerusalem,
the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of
Eglon. 24And when they had made those kings come out to Joshua, Joshua
sent for all the men of Israel, and said to the chiefs of the men of war who
had gonewith him, Come near and put your feet on the necks of these kings.
So they came near and put their feet on their necks. 25 And Joshua said to
them, Have no fear and do not be troubled; be strong and take heart: for so
will the Lord do to all against whomyoumakewar. 26Then Joshua had them
put to death, hanging themonfive trees,where theywere till evening. 27And
when the sun went down, they were taken down from the trees, by Joshua's
orders, andput into theholewhere theyhadgone tobe safe; andgreat stones
were placed at the mouth of the hole, where they are to this day. 28That day
Joshua tookMakkedah, andput it and its king to the sword; every soul in it he
gaveup to the cursewithoutmercy: andhedid to the king ofMakkedahashe
had done to the king of Jericho. 29Then Joshua and all Israel with him went
on from Makkedah and came to Libnah, and made an attack on it; 30 And
again the Lord gave it and its king into the hands of Israel; and he put it and
every person in it to the sword, till their destruction was complete; and he
did to its king as he had done to the king of Jericho. 31 Then Joshua and all
Israel with him went on from Libnah to Lachish, and took up their position
against it and made an attack on it, 32 And the Lord gave Lachish into the
hands of Israel, and on the second day he took it, putting it and every person
in it to the sword without mercy, as he had done to Libnah. 33 Then Horam,
king of Gezer, came up to the help of Lachish; and Joshua overcame him and
his people, putting all of them to death. 34And Joshua and all Israel with him
went on fromLachish to Eglon: and they took up their position against it and
made an attack on it; 35And that day they took it, putting it and every person
in it to the sword, as he haddone to Lachish. 36And Joshua and all Israelwith
himwent up from Eglon to Hebron, andmade an attack on it; 37And took it,
overcoming it and putting it and its king and its towns and every person in
it to the sword: as he had done to Eglon, he put them all to death, and gave
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it up to the curse with every person in it. 38 And Joshua and all Israel with
him went on to make an attack on Debir; 39And he took it, with its king and
all its towns: and he put them to the sword, giving every person in it to the
curse; all were put to death: as he had done toHebron, so he did toDebir and
its king. 40 So Joshua overcame all the land, the hill-country and the South
and the lowland and themountain slopes, and all their kings; all were put to
death: and every living thing he gave up to the curse, as the Lord, the God of
Israel, had given him orders. 41 Joshua overcame them fromKadesh-barnea
toGaza, andall the landofGoshenas far asGibeon. 42Andall these kings and
their land Joshua took at the same time, because the Lord, the God of Israel,
was fighting for Israel. 43 Then Joshua and all Israel with him went back to
their tents at Gilgal.

11
1Now Jabin, king of Hazor, hearing of these things, sent to Jobab, king of

Madon, and to the king of Shimron, and to the king of Achshaph, 2And to the
kings on thenorth in thehill-country, and in theArabah south of Chinneroth,
and in the lowland, and in the highlands of Dor on the west, 3 And to the
Canaanites on the east and on the west, and to the Amorites and the Hittites
and thePerizzites, and the Jebusites in thehill-country, and theHivitesunder
Hermon in the land ofMizpah. 4And theywent out, they and all their armies
with them, agreatpeople, innumber like the sandon theseaside,withhorses
and war-carriages in great number. 5And all these kings came together, and
put their forces in position at the waters of Merom, to make war on Israel.
6And theLord said to Joshua,Haveno fearof them: for tomorrowat this time
I will give them all up dead before Israel; you are to have the leg-muscles of
their horses cut and their war-carriages burned with fire. 7 So Joshua and
all the men of war with him came against them suddenly at the waters of
Merom, and made an attack on them. 8And the Lord gave them up into the
hands of Israel, and they overcame them driving them back to great Zidon
and to Misrephoth-maim and into the valley of Mizpeh to the east; and they
put them all to death, no man got away safely. 9 And Joshua did to them
as the Lord had said to him; he had the leg-muscles of their horses cut and
their war-carriages burned with fire. 10At that time, Joshua went on to take
Hazor and put its king to the sword: for in earlier times Hazor was the chief
of all those kingdoms. 11 And they put every person in it to death without
mercy, giving every living thing up to the curse, and burning Hazor. 12And
all the towns of these kings, and all the kings, Joshua took, and put them to
the sword: he gave them up to the curse, as Moses, the servant of the Lord,
had said. 13As for the towns made on hills of earth, not one was burned by
Israel but Hazor, which was burned by Joshua. 14 And all the goods taken
from these towns, and their cattle, the children of Israel kept for themselves;
but every man they put to death without mercy, till their destruction was
complete, and there was no one living. 15 As the Lord had given orders to
Moses his servant, so Moses gave orders to Joshua, and so Joshua did; every
order which the Lord had given to Moses was done. 16 So Joshua took all
that land, the hill-country and all the South, and all the land of Goshen,
and the lowland and the Arabah, the hill-country of Israel and its lowland;
17 From Mount Halak, which goes up to Seir, as far as Baal-gad in the valley
of Lebanon under Mount Hermon: and all their kings he overcame and put
to death. 18 For a long time Joshua made war on all those kings. 19Not one
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townmade peace with the children of Israel, but only the Hivites of Gibeon:
they took them all in war. 20For the Lordmade them strong in heart to go to
war against Israel, so that hemight give themup to the cursewithoutmercy,
and that destruction might come on them, as the Lord had given orders to
Moses. 21And Joshua came at that time and put an end to the Anakim in the
hill-country, in Hebron, in Debir, in Anab, and in all the hill-country of Judah
and Israel: Joshua gave them and their towns to the curse. 22Not one of the
Anakim was to be seen in the land of the children of Israel: only in Gaza, in
Gath, and in Ashdod, some were still living. 23 So Joshua took all the land, as
theLordhadsaid toMoses; and Joshuagave it to the childrenof Israel as their
heritage, making division of it among themby their tribes. And the land had
rest fromwar.

12
1Nowtheseare thekingsof the landwhomthechildrenof Israel overcame,

taking as their heritage their land on the east side of Jordan, from the valley
of theArnon toMountHermon, andall theArabah to theeast: 2Sihon, kingof
the Amorites, whowas living in Heshbon, ruling fromAroer, which is on the
edge of the valley of the Arnon, and the town in themiddle of the valley, and
half Gilead, as far as the river Jabbok, the limits of the children of Ammon;
3And the Arabah to the sea of Chinneroth, to the east, and to the sea of the
Arabah, that is the Salt Sea, to the east, the way to Beth-jeshimoth; and on
the south, under the slopes of Pisgah: 4And the land of Og, king of Bashan,
of the rest of the Rephaim, whowas living at Ashtaroth and at Edrei, 5Ruling
in the mountain of Hermon, and in Salecah, and in all Bashan, as far as the
limits of the Geshurites and the Maacathites, and half Gilead, to the land of
Sihon, king of Heshbon. 6Moses, the servant of the Lord, and the children of
Israel overcame them; andMoses, the servant of theLord, gave their land for
a heritage to theReubenites, and theGadites, and thehalf-tribe ofManasseh.
7And these are the kings of the land whom Joshua and the children of Israel
overcame on thewest side of Jordan, fromBaal-gad in the valley of Lebanon
toMount Halak, which goes up to Seir; and Joshua gave the land to the tribes
of Israel for a heritage, in keeping with their divisions; 8 In the hill-country,
and in the lowland, and in theArabah, andon themountain slopes, and in the
waste land, and in the South; the Hittites, the Amorites, and the Canaanites,
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 The king of Jericho, one; the
king of Ai, which is near Beth-el, one; 10The king of Jerusalem, one; the king
of Hebron, one; 11The king of Jarmuth, one; the king of Lachish, one; 12The
king of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer, one; 13 The king of Debir, one; the king
of Geder, one; 14The king of Hormah, one; the king of Arad, one; 15The king
of Libnah, one; the king of Adullam, one; 16 The king of Makkedah, one; the
king of Beth-el, one; 17 The king of Tappuah, one; the king of Hepher, one;
18The king of Aphek, one; the king of Lassharon, one; 19The king of Madon,
one; the king of Hazor, one; 20 The king of Shimron-meron, one; the king of
Achshaph, one; 21The king of Taanach, one; the king of Megiddo, one; 22The
king of Kedesh, one; the king of Jokneam in Carmel, one; 23 The king of Dor
on the hill of Dor, one; the king of Goiim in Gilgal, one; 24The king of Tirzah,
one; all the kings together were thirty-one.

13
1Now Joshua was old and full of years; and the Lord said to him, You are

old and full of years, and there is still very much land to be taken. 2 This
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is the land which is still to be taken: all the country of the Philistines, and
all the Geshurites; 3 From the Shihor, which is before Egypt, to the edge
of Ekron to the north, which is taken to be Canaanite property: the five
chiefs of the Philistines; the Gazites, and the Ashdodites, the Ashkelonites,
the Gittites, and the Ekronites, as well as the Avvim; 4On the south: all the
land of the Canaanites, and Mearah which is the property of the Zidonians,
to Aphek, as far as the limit of the Amorites: 5And the land of the Gebalites,
and all Lebanon, looking east, from Baal-gad underMount Hermon as far as
Hamath: 6 All the people of the hill-country from Lebanon to Misrephoth-
maim, all the Zidonians; them will I send out from before the children of
Israel: only make division of it to Israel for a heritage, as I have given you
orders to do. 7 So now make division of this land for a heritage to the nine
tribes, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 8With him the Reubenites and the
Gadites have been given their heritage, which Moses gave them, on the east
side of Jordan, as Moses, the servant of the Lord, gave them; 9 From Aroer,
on the edge of the valley of the Arnon, and the town in the middle of the
valley, and all the table-land from Medeba to Dibon; 10 And all the towns
of Sihon, king of the Amorites, who was ruling in Heshbon, to the limits of
the children of Ammon; 11 And Gilead, and the land of the Geshurites and
the Maacathites, and all Mount Hermon, and all Bashan to Salecah; 12 All
the kingdom of Og in Bashan, who was ruling in Ashtaroth and in Edrei
(he was one of the last of the Rephaim); these did Moses overcome, driving
them out of their country. 13 However, the people of Israel did not send
out the Geshurites, or the Maacathites: but Geshur and Maacath are living
among Israel to this day. 14Only to the tribe of Levi he gave no heritage; the
offerings of the Lord, the God of Israel, made by fire are his heritage, as he
said to him. 15AndMoses gave their heritage to the tribe of Reuben by their
families. 16Their limitwas fromAroer, on the edge of the valley of theArnon,
and the town in the middle of the valley, and all the table-land by Medeba;
17 Heshbon and all her towns in the table-land; Dibon, and Bamoth-baal,
and Beth-baal-meon; 18 And Jahaz, and Kedemoth, and Mephaath; 19 And
Kiriathaim, and Sibmah, and Zereth-shahar in the mountain of the valley;
20And Beth-peor, and the slopes of Pisgah, and Beth-jeshimoth; 21And all the
towns of the table-land, and all the kingdom of Sihon, king of the Amorites,
whowas ruling inHeshbon,whomMoses overcame, togetherwith the chiefs
of Midian, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, the chiefs of Sihon,
whowere living in the land. 22And Balaam, the son of Beor, the prophet, the
children of Israel put to deathwith the sword. 23And the limit of the children
of Reuben was the edge of Jordan. This was the heritage of the children
of Reuben by their families, with its towns and its unwalled places. 24 And
Moses gave their heritage to the tribe of Gad by their families. 25And their
limit was Jazer, and all the towns of Gilead, and half the land of the children
ofAmmon, toAroerbeforeRabbah; 26AndfromHeshbon toRamath-mizpeh,
and Betonim; and fromMahanaim to the edge of Debir; 27And in the valley,
Beth-haram, and Beth-nimrah, and Succoth, and Zaphon, the rest of the
kingdom of Sihon, king of Heshbon, having Jordan for its limit, to the end
of the sea of Chinnereth on the east side of Jordan. 28 This is the heritage
of the children of Gad by their families, with its towns and its unwalled
places 29AndMoses gave their heritage to the half-tribe ofManassehby their
families. 30And their limit was fromMahanaim, all Bashan, all the kingdom
of Og, king of Bashan, and all Havvoth-Jair, in Bashan, sixty towns; 31 And
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half Gilead, andAshtaroth, and Edrei, towns of the kingdomofOg in Bashan,
were for the children ofMachir, the son ofManasseh, for half of the children
of Machir by their families. 32These are the heritages of which Moses made
distribution in the lowlands of Moab, on the other side of Jordan in Jericho,
to the east. 33 But to the tribe of Levi Moses gave no heritage: the Lord, the
God of Israel, is their heritage, as he said to them.

14
1And these are the heritages which the children of Israel took in the land

of Canaan, which Eleazar, the priest, and Joshua, the son of Nun, and the
heads of the tribes of the children of Israel, gave out to them; 2Their heritage
by the Lord's decision, as he gave orders by Moses, for the nine tribes and
the half-tribe. 3For Moses had given their heritage to the two tribes and the
half-tribe on the other side of Jordan, but to the Levites he gave no heritage
among them. 4 Because the children of Joseph were two tribes, Manasseh
and Ephraim; and they gave the Levites no part in the land, only towns for
their living-places,with thegrass-lands for their cattle and for theirproperty.
5 As the Lord had given orders to Moses, so the people of Israel did, and
they made division of the land. 6Then the children of Judah went to Joshua
in Gilgal; and Caleb, the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite, said to him, You
have knowledge of what the Lord said to Moses, the man of God, about me
and about you in Kadesh-barnea. 7 I was forty years old when Moses, the
servant of the Lord, sent me from Kadesh-barnea to make a search through
the land; and the account which I gave him was in keeping with his desire.
8My brothers, however, whowent upwithme, made the heart of the people
like water: but I was true to the Lord with all my heart. 9 And on that day
Moses took an oath, saying, Truly the landwhere your feet have been placed
will become a heritage for you and your children for ever, because you have
been true to the Lord your God with all your heart. 10And now, as you see,
theLordhas keptme safe these forty-five years, from the timewhen theLord
said this to Moses, while Israel was wandering in the waste land: and now
I am eighty-five years old. 11 And still, I am as strong today as I was when
Moses sent me out: as my strength was then, so is it now, for war and for all
the business of life. 12 So now, give me this hill-country named by the Lord
at that time; for you had an account of it then, how the Anakim were there,
and greatwalled towns: itmay be that the Lordwill bewithme, and Iwill be
able to take their land, as the Lord said. 13And Joshua gave him his blessing;
and he gave Hebron to Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, for his heritage. 14 So
Hebron became the heritage of Caleb, the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite, to
this day, because with all his heart he was true to the Lord, the God of Israel.
15 In earlier times the name of Hebron had been Kiriath-arba, named after
Arba, the greatest of the Anakim. And the land had rest fromwar.

15
1Now the part of the landmarked out for the children of Judahby families,

wentup to the edgeof Edom, as far as thewaste landof Zin to the south, to the
farthest point of it on the south. 2Their south limitwas from the farthest part
of the Salt Sea, from the inlet looking to the south: 3From there it goes south
of the slope up to Akrabbim, and on to Zin, then south past Kadesh-barnea,
and on by Hezron and up to Addar, turning in the direction of Karka: 4Then
on to Azmon, ending at the stream of Egypt: and the end of the limit is at
the sea; this will be your limit on the south. 5 And the east limit is the Salt
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Sea as far as the end of Jordan. And the limit of the north part of the land
is from the inlet of the sea at the end of Jordan: 6 Then the line goes up to
Beth-hoglah, past the north of Beth-arabah, and up to the stone of Bohan, the
son of Reuben; 7Then the line goes up to Debir from the valley of Achor, and
so to the north, in the direction of Gilgal, which is opposite the slope up to
Adummim, on the south side of the river: and the line goes on to the waters
of En-shemesh, endingat En-rogel: 8Then the line goesupby thevalley of the
son of Hinnom to the south side of the Jebusite (which is Jerusalem): then
up to the top of the mountain in front of the valley of Hinnom to the west,
which is at the farthest point of the valley of Rephaim on the north: 9 And
the limit is marked out from the top of the mountain to the fountain of the
waters of Nephtoah, and out to the towns of Mount Ephron, as far as Baalah
(which is Kiriath-jearim): 10 Then turning west, the line goes from Baalah
to Mount Seir, and on to the side of Mount Jearim (which is Chesalon) on
the north, then down to Beth-shemesh, and on past Timnah: 11 And out to
the side of Ekron to the north: then it is marked out to Shikkeron and on to
Mount Baalah, ending at Jabneel; the end of the line is at the sea. 12And the
limit on the west is the edge of the Great Sea. This is the line going round
the land marked out for the children of Judah, by their families. 13 And to
Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, he gave a part among the children of Judah, as
the Lord had given orders to Joshua, that is, Kiriath-arba, named after Arba,
the father of Anak which is Hebron. 14And the three sons of Anak, Sheshai
andAhimanandTalmai, the childrenofAnak,were forced out from there by
Caleb. 15From there he went up against the people of Debir: (now the name
ofDebir before thatwasKiriath-sepher.) 16AndCaleb said, Iwill giveAchsah,
my daughter, as wife to themanwho overcomes Kiriath-sepher and takes it.
17And Othniel, the son of Kenaz, Caleb's brother, took it: so he gave him his
daughter Achsah for his wife. 18Nowwhen she came to him, he put into her
mind the idea of requesting a field from her father: and she got down from
her ass; and Caleb said to her,What is it? 19And she said, Giveme a blessing;
because you have put me in dry south-land, now give me springs of water.
So he gave her the higher spring and the lower spring. 20This is the heritage
of the tribe of Judah, by their families. 21 The farthest towns of the tribe
of Judah in the direction of the limits of Edom to the south, were Kabzeel,
and Eder, and Jagur; 22 And Kinah, and Dimonah, and Adadah; 23 And
Kedesh, and Hazor, and Ithnan; 24 Ziph, and Telem, and Bealoth; 25 And
Hazor-hadattah, andKerioth-hezron (which isHazor); 26Amam, and Shema,
and Moladah; 27 And Hazar-gaddah, and Heshmon, and Beth-pelet; 28 And
Hazar-shual, and Beer-sheba, and Biziothiah; 29Baalah, and Iim, and Ezem;
30 And Eltolad, and Chesil, and Hormah; 31 And Ziklag, and Madmannah,
and Sansannah; 32 And Lebaoth, and Shilhim, and Ain, and Rimmon; all
the towns are twenty-nine, with their unwalled places. 33 In the lowland,
Eshtaol, and Zorah, and Ashnah; 34And Zanoah, and En-gannim, Tappuah,
and Enam; 35 Jarmuth, and Adullam, Socoh, and Azekah; 36 And Shaaraim,
and Adithaim, and Gederah, and Gederothaim; fourteen towns with their
unwalled places. 37Zenan, andHadashah, andMigdal-gad; 38AndDilan, and
Mizpeh, and Joktheel; 39 Lachish, and Bozkath, and Eglon; 40 And Cabbon,
and Lahmas, and Chithlish; 41And Gederoth, Beth-dagon, and Naamah, and
Makkedah; sixteen towns with their unwalled places. 42 Libnah, and Ether,
andAshan; 43And Iphtah, andAshnah, andNezib; 44AndKeilah, andAchzib,
and Mareshah; nine towns with their unwalled places. 45 Ekron, with her
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daughter-towns and her unwalled places; 46 From Ekron to the sea, all the
towns by the side of Ashdod, with their unwalled places. 47Ashdod, with her
daughter-towns and her unwalled places; Gaza, with her daughter-towns
andher unwalled places, to the streamof Egypt, with theGreat Sea as a limit.
48 And in the hill-country, Shamir, and Jattir, and Socoh; 49 And Dannah,
andKiriath-sannah (which is Debir); 50AndAnab, and Eshtemoh, andAnim;
51 And Goshen, and Holon, and Giloh; eleven towns with their unwalled
places. 52 Arab, and Dumah, and Eshan; 53 And Janim, and Beth-tappuah,
and Aphekah; 54AndHumtah, and Kiriath-arba (which is Hebron), and Zior;
nine townswith theirunwalledplaces. 55Maon, Carmel, andZiph, and Jutah;
56And Jezreel, and Jokdeam, and Zanoah; 57Kain, Gibeah, and Timnah; ten
towns with their unwalled places. 58 Halhul, Beth-zur, and Gedor; 59 And
Maarath, andBeth-anoth, andEltekon; six townswith their unwalled places.
60Kiriath-baal (which is Kiriath-jearim), and Rabbah; two towns with their
unwalled places. 61 In the waste land, Beth-arabah, Middin, and Secacah;
62 And Nibshan, and the Town of Salt, and En-gedi; six towns with their
unwalled places. 63And as for the Jebusites living in Jerusalem, the children
of Judah were unable to make them go out; but the Jebusites are living with
the children of Judah at Jerusalem, to this day.

16
1And the limit of the land marked out for the children of Joseph went out

from Jordan at Jericho, at thewaters of Jericho on the east, in thewaste land,
going up from Jericho through the hill-country to Beth-el; 2 And it goes out
from Beth-el to Luz, and on as far as the limit of the Archites to Ataroth;
3 And it goes down to the west to the limit of the Japhletites, to the limit of
Beth-horon the lower, as far as Gezer; ending at the sea. 4And the children
of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, took their heritage. 5And the limit of the
landof the children of Ephraimby their familieswasmarked out in thisway:
the limit of their heritage to the east was Ataroth-addar, to Beth-horon the
higher; 6 The line goes out to the west at Michmethath on the north; then
turning to the east toTaanath-shiloh, goingpast it on the east of Janoah; 7And
fromJanoahdown toAtaroth, and toNaarah, and touching Jericho, it goes on
to Jordan. 8From Tappuah the line goes on to the west to the river of Kanah;
ending at the sea. This is the heritage of the children of Ephraim by their
families; 9Togetherwith the townsmarkedout for the childrenofEphraim in
theheritageofManasseh, all the townswith theirunwalledplaces. 10Andthe
Canaaniteswhowere living inGezerwerenot forced out; but the Canaanites
have been living amongEphraim, to this day, as servants, doing forcedwork.

17
1And this was the part marked out for the tribe of Manasseh, because he

was the oldest son of Joseph. As for Machir, the oldest son of Manasseh, the
father of Gilead, because he was a man of war he had Gilead and Bashan.
2And as for the rest of the children of Manasseh, their heritage was given to
them by families; for the children of Abiezer, and for the children of Helek,
and for the children of Asriel, and for the children of Shechem, and for the
children of Hepher, and for the children of Shemida: these were the male
children ofManasseh, the son of Joseph, by their families. 3But Zelophehad,
the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh,
had no sons, but only daughters; and these are the names of his daughters:
Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 4 And they came before
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Eleazar the priest, and Joshua, the son of Nun, and before the chiefs, saying,
TheLordgaveorders toMoses to giveusaheritageamongourbrothers: so in
agreement with the orders of the Lord he gave them a heritage among their
father's brothers. 5And ten parts were given toManasseh, in addition to the
land of Gilead and Bashan, which is on the other side of Jordan; 6 Because
the daughters of Manasseh had a heritage among his sons, and the land of
Gilead was the property of the other sons of Manasseh. 7 And the limit of
Manasseh's landwas fromAsher toMichmethath, which is before Shechem;
the line goes on to the right hand, to the people of En-tappuah. 8 The land
of Tappuah was the property of Manasseh; but Tappuah on the edge of
Manasseh was the property of the children of Ephraim. 9And the limit goes
down to the stream Kanah, to the south of the stream: these towns were
Ephraim's among the towns ofManasseh;Manasseh's limit was on the north
side of the stream, ending at the sea: 10To the south it is Ephraim's, and to the
north it is Manasseh's, and the sea is his limit; and they are touching Asher
on the north, and Issachar on the east. 11 In Issachar and Asher, Manasseh
had Beth-shean and its daughter-towns, and Ibleam and its daughter-towns,
and the people of Dor and its daughter-towns, and the people of En-dor and
its daughter-towns, and the people of Taanach and its daughter-towns, and
the people of Megiddo and its daughter-towns, that is, the three hills. 12But
the children of Manasseh were not able to make the people of those towns
go out; but the Canaanites would go on living in that land. 13 And when
the children of Israel had become strong, they put the Canaanites to forced
work, in place of driving them out. 14 Then the children of Joseph said to
Joshua,Why have you givenme only one part and one stretch of land formy
heritage? For through the blessing given tome by the Lord up to now, I am a
great people. 15Then Joshua said to them, If you are such a great people, go
up into thewoodlands, clearing aplace there for yourselves in the landof the
Perizzites and theRephaim, if thehill-countryofEphraim isnotwideenough
for you. 16And the children of Joseph said, The hill-country is not enough for
us: and all the Canaanites living in the valley have ironwar-carriages, those
in Beth-shean and its towns as well as those in the valley of Jezreel. 17 Then
Joshua said to the children of Joseph, to Ephraim and Manasseh, You are a
great people, and have great power: you are not to have one property only,
18For the hill-country of Gilead will be yours ... the woodland and cut down
... its outskirtswill be yours ... get the Canaanites out, for they have ironwar-
carriages ... strong.

18
1And all the meeting of the children of Israel came together at Shiloh and

put up the Tent of meeting there: and the land was crushed before them.
2But there were still seven tribes among the children of Israel who had not
taken up their heritage. 3Then Joshua said to the children of Israel, Why are
you so slow to go in and take up your heritage in the land which the Lord,
the God of your fathers, has given you? 4 Take from among you three men
from every tribe; and I will send them to go through the land and make a
record of it for distribution as their heritage; then let them come back tome.
5And let themmake division of it into seven parts: let Judah keep inside his
limit on the south, and let the childrenof Josephkeep inside their limit on the
north. 6And you are to have the land marked out in seven parts, and come
back to me with the record; and I will make the distribution for you here
by the decision of the Lord our God. 7 For the Levites have no part among
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you; to be the Lord's priests is their heritage; and Gad and Reuben and the
half-tribe of Manasseh have had their heritage on the east side of Jordan,
given to them by Moses, the servant of the Lord. 8 So the men got up and
went; and Joshua gave orders to those who went, to make a record of the
land, saying, Go up and down through the land, and make a record of it and
come back here to me, and I will make the distribution for you here by the
decisionof theLord in Shiloh. 9So themenwent, travelling through the land,
and made a record of it by towns in seven parts in a book, and came back
to Joshua to the tent-circle at Shiloh. 10 And Joshua made the distribution
for them in Shiloh by the decision of the Lord, marking out the land for the
children of Israel by their divisions. 11 And the first heritage came out for
the tribe of Benjamin by their families: and the limit of their heritage went
between the children of Judah and the children of Joseph. 12And their limit
on the north was from the Jordan, and the line goes up to the side of Jericho
on the north and through the hill-country to the west, ending at the waste
land of Beth-aven. 13And from there the line goes south to Luz, to the side of
Luz (which is Beth-el), then down to Ataroth-addar, by the mountain to the
south of Beth-horon the lower. 14And the limit ismarked as coming round to
the south on the west side from the mountain which is south of Beth-horon,
andendingatKiriath-baal (which isKiriath-jearim), a townof the childrenof
Judah: this is thewest part. 15And the south part is from the farthest point of
Kiriath-jearim, and the line goes out to thewest to the fountain of thewaters
of Nephtoah: 16And the line goes down to the farthest part of the mountain
facing the valley of the son of Hinnom, which is on the north of the valley
of Rephaim: from there it goes down to the valley of Hinnom, to the side of
the Jebusite on the south as far as En-rogel; 17And it goes to En-shemesh and
on to Geliloth, opposite the way up to Adummim, and it goes down to the
stone of Bohan, the son of Reuben; 18 And it goes on to the side facing the
Arabah to the north, and down to the Arabah; 19 And on to the north side
of Beth-hoglah, ending at the north inlet of the Salt Sea at the south end of
Jordan; this is their limit on the south. 20 And the limit of the east part is
the Jordan. This is the heritage of the children of Benjamin, marked out for
their families by these limits on all sides. 21 And the towns of the children
of Benjamin, given to them in the order of their families, are Jericho and
Beth-hoglah and Emek-kezziz 22And Beth-arabah and Zemaraim and Beth-
el 23And Avvim and Parah and Ophrah 24And Chephar-Ammoni and Ophni
and Geba; twelve towns with their unwalled places; 25 Gibeon and Ramah
and Beeroth 26 And Mizpeh and Chephirah and Mozah 27 And Rekem and
Irpeel and Taralah 28And Zela, Eleph and the Jebusite (which is Jerusalem),
Gibeath and Kiriath; fourteen towns with their unwalled places. This is the
heritage of the children of Benjamin by their families.

19
1 And the second heritage came out for the tribe of Simeon by their

families; and their heritage was in themiddle of the heritage of the children
of Judah. 2 And they had for their heritage Beer-sheba and Shema and
Moladah 3 And Hazar-shual and Balah and Ezem 4 And Eltolad and Bethul
and Hormah 5And Ziklag and Beth-marcaboth and Hazar-susah 6And Beth-
lebaoth and Sharuhen; thirteen towns with their unwalled places; 7 Ain,
Rimmon, andEther andAshan; four townswith their unwalled places; 8And
all the unwalled places round about these towns as far as Baalath-beer-
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ramah to the south. This is the heritage of the tribe of Simeon by their
families. 9Theheritageof Simeonwas takenout of Judah's stretchof land, for
Judah's part was more than they had need of, so the heritage of the children
of Simeon was inside their heritage. 10And the third heritage came out for
Zebulun by their families; the limit of their heritage was as far as Sarid;
11And their limit goes up to the west to Maralah, stretching to Dabbesheth,
and to the stream in front of Jokneam; 12Then turning east from Sarid to the
limit of Chisloth-tabor, it goes out to Daberath, and up to Japhia; 13And from
there it goes on east to Gath-hepher, to Eth-kazin; ending at Rimmon which
goes as far as Neah; 14And the line goes round it on the north to Hannathon,
ending at the valley of Iphtah-el; 15 And Kattath and Nahalal and Shimron
and Idalah andBeth-lehem; twelve townswith their unwalled places. 16This
is the heritage of the children of Zebulun by their families, these towns with
their unwalled places. 17 For Issachar the fourth heritage came out, for the
children of Issachar by their families; 18 And their limit was to Jezreel and
Chesulloth and Shunem 19AndHapharaim and Shion and Anaharath 20And
RabbithandKishionandEbez 21AndRemethandEn-gannimandEn-haddah
and Beth-pazzez; 22And their limit goes as far as Tabor and Shahazimah and
Beth-shemesh, ending at Jordan; sixteen towns with their unwalled places.
23This is the heritage of the tribe of the children of Issachar by their families,
these towns with their unwalled places. 24 And the fifth heritage came out
for the tribe of Asher by their families. 25 And their limit was Helkath and
Hali and Beten and Achshaph 26 And Alammelech and Amad and Mishal,
stretching to Carmel on the west and Shihor-libnath; 27 Turning to the east
to Beth-dagon and stretching to Zebulun and the valley of Iphtah-el as far as
Beth-emek and Neiel to the north; on the left it goes as far as Cabul 28 And
Ebron and Rehob and Hammon and Kanah, to great Zidon; 29And the limit
goes round to Ramah and the walled town of Tyre and Hosah, ending at the
sea by Heleb and Achzib; 30 And Ummah and Aphek and Rehob; twenty-
two towns with their unwalled places. 31 This is the heritage of the tribe
of the children of Asher by their families, these towns with their unwalled
places. 32 For the children of Naphtali the sixth heritage came out, for the
children of Naphtali by their families; 33 And their limit was from Heleph,
from the oak-tree in Zaanannim, and Adami-hannekeb and Jabneel, as far
as Lakkum, ending at Jordan; 34And turning west to Aznoth-tabor, the limit
goes out from there toHukkok, stretching toZebulunon the south, andAsher
on the west, and Judah at Jordan on the east. 35 And the walled towns are
Ziddim, Zer, and Hammath, Rakkath, and Chinnereth 36 And Adamah and
Ramah and Hazor 37 And Kedesh and Edrei and En-Hazor 38 And Iron and
Migdal-el, Horem and Beth-anath and Beth-shemesh; nineteen towns with
their unwalled places. 39 This is the heritage of the tribe of the children of
Naphtali by their families, these townswith their unwalled places. 40For the
tribe of Dan by their families the seventh heritage came out; 41And the limit
of their heritage was Zorah and Eshtaol and Ir-shemesh 42And Shaalabbin
and Aijalon and Ithlah 43 And Elon and Timnah and Ekron 44 And Eltekeh
andGibbethon and Baalath 45And Jehud and Bene-berak andGath-rimmon;
46 And on the west was ... opposite Joppa. 47 (But the limit of the children
of Dan was not wide enough for them; so the children of Dan went up and
madewar on Leshem and took it, putting it to the swordwithoutmercy, and
they took it for their heritage andmade a place for themselves there, giving
it the name of Leshem-dan, after the name of their father, Dan.) 48This is the
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heritage of the tribe of the childrenofDanby their families, these townswith
their unwalled places. 49 So the distribution of the land and its limits was
complete; and the children of Israel gave Joshua, the son of Nun, a heritage
among them; 50By the orders of the Lord they gave him the town for which
hemade request, Timnath-serah in the hill-country of Ephraim: there, after
building the town, hemade his living-place. 51These are the heritageswhich
Eleazar the priest and Joshua, the son of Nun, and the heads of families of
the tribes of the children of Israel gave out at Shiloh, by the decision of the
Lord, at the door of the Tent of meeting. So the distribution of the land was
complete.

20
1 And the Lord said to Joshua, 2 Say to the children of Israel, Let certain

towns be marked out as safe places, as I said to you by the mouth of Moses,
3 So that any man who in error and without design has taken the life of
another, may go in flight to them: and they will be safe places for you from
himwhohas the right of punishment for blood. 4And if anyone goes in flight
to one of those towns, and comes into the public place of the town, and puts
his cause before the responsiblemen of the town, theywill take him into the
town and give him a place among them where he may be safe. 5And if the
one who has the right of punishment comes after him, they are not to give
the taker of life up to him; because hewas the cause of his neighbour's death
withoutdesigning it andnot inhate. 6Andhe is to goon living in that town till
hehas to comebefore themeeting of thepeople to be judged; (till the death of
him who is high priest at that time:) then the taker of life may come back to
his town and to his house, to the town fromwhich he had gone in flight. 7 So
they made selection of Kedesh in Galilee in the hill-country of Naphtali, and
Shechem in the hill-country of Ephraim, and Kiriath-arba (which is Hebron)
in the hill-country of Judah. 8And on the east side of Jordan at Jericho, they
made selection of Bezer in the waste land, in the table-land, out of the tribe
of Reuben, andRamoth inGilead out of the tribe of Gad, andGolan inBashan
out of the tribe of Manasseh. 9 These were the towns marked out for all the
childrenof Israel and for theman fromastrange country livingamong them,
so that anyone causing the death of another in error, might go in flight there,
and not be put to death by himwhohas the right of punishment for blood till
he had come before themeeting of the people.

21
1 Then the heads of the families of the Levites came to Eleazar the priest

and Joshua, the son of Nun, and to the heads of families of the tribes of the
childrenof Israel; 2Andsaid to theminShiloh in the landofCanaan, TheLord
gave orders by Moses that we were to have towns for living in, with their
grass-lands for our cattle. 3 And the children of Israel out of their heritage
gave to the Levites these towns with their grass-lands, by the order of the
Lord. 4 And the heritage came out for the families of the Kohathites: the
children of Aaron the priest, who were of the Levites, were given thirteen
towns from the tribes of Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin. 5 The rest of the
children of Kohath by their families were given ten towns from the tribes of
Ephraim and Dan and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 6The children of Gershon
by their families were given thirteen towns from the tribes of Issachar and
Asher and Naphtali and the half-tribe of Manasseh which was in Bashan.
7The children of Merari by their families were given twelve towns from the
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tribes of Reuben and Gad and Zebulun. 8 All these towns with their grass-
lands the children of Israel gave by the decision of the Lord to the Levites,
as the Lord had given orders by Moses. 9 From the tribes of the children
of Judah and the children of Simeon they gave these towns, listed here by
name: 10 These were for the children of Aaron among the families of the
Kohathites, of the children of Levi: for they came first in the distribution.
11They gave themKiriath-arba, the town of Arba, the father of Anak, (which
is Hebron) in the hill-country of Judah, with its grass-lands. 12But the open
country round the town, and its unwalled places, they gave to Caleb, the son
of Jephunneh, as his property. 13 And to the children of Aaron the priest
they gaveHebronwith its grass-lands, the townwhere the taker of lifemight
be safe, and Libnah with its grass-lands; 14 And Jattir with its grass-lands,
and Eshtemoa with its grass-lands; 15 And Holon with its grass-lands, and
Debir with its grass-lands; 16 And Ain, and Juttah, and Beth-shemesh, with
their grass-lands; nine towns from those two tribes. 17 And from the tribe
of Benjamin they gave Gibeon and Geba with their grass-lands; 18Anathoth
and Almon with their grass-lands, four towns. 19 Thirteen towns with their
grass-landswere given to the children of Aaron, the priests. 20The rest of the
families of the children of Kohath, the Levites, were given towns from the
tribe of Ephraim. 21And they gave them Shechemwith its grass-lands in the
hill-country of Ephraim, the town where the taker of life might be safe, and
Gezer with its grass-lands; 22And Kibzaim and Beth-horon with their grass-
lands, four towns. 23And from the tribe of Dan, Elteke and Gibbethon with
their grass-lands; 24 Aijalon and Gath-rimmon with their grass-lands, four
towns. 25And from the half-tribe of Manasseh, Taanach and Gath-rimmon
with their grass-lands, two towns. 26All the townsof the rest of the families of
the children ofKohathwere tenwith their grass-lands. 27And to the children
of Gershon, of the families of the Levites, they gave from the half-tribe of
Manasseh, Golan in Bashanwith its grass-lands, the townwhere the taker of
lifemight be safe, andAshtarothwith its grass-lands, two towns. 28And from
the tribe of Issachar, Kishion andDaberathwith their grass-lands; 29 Jarmuth
and En-gannim with their grass-lands, four towns. 30And from the tribe of
Asher, Mishal and Abdon, with their grass-lands: 31Helkath and Rehob with
their grass-lands, four towns. 32 And from the tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh in
Galilee with its grass-lands, the town where the taker of life might be safe,
and Hammoth-dor and Kartan with their grass-lands, three towns. 33All the
towns of the Gershonites with their families were thirteen with their grass-
lands. 34 And to the rest of the Levites, that is, the families of the children
of Merari, they gave from the tribe of Zebulun, Jokneam and Kartah with
their grass-lands; 35Dimnah and Nahalal with their grass-lands, four towns.
36 And from the tribe of Reuben, Bezer and Jahaz with their grass-lands;
37Kedemoth and Mephaath with their grass-lands, four towns. 38And from
the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead, the town where the taker of life might
be safe, and Mahanaim with their grass-lands; 39 Heshbon and Jazer with
their grass-lands, four towns. 40All these towns were given to the children
of Merari by their families, that is, the rest of the families of the Levites; and
their heritage was twelve towns. 41All the towns of the Levites, among the
heritage of the children of Israel, were forty-eight towns with their grass-
lands. 42 Every one of these towns had grass-lands round it. 43 So the Lord
gave to Israel all the landwhich he gave by oath to their fathers; so it became
their heritage and their living-place. 44 And the Lord gave them peace on
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every side, as he had said to their fathers: all those who were against them
gave way before them, for the Lord gave them all up into their hands. 45The
Lord kept faith with the house of Israel about all the good which he said he
would do for them, and all his words came true.

22
1 Then Joshua sent for the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe

of Manasseh, 2And said to them, You have kept all the orders of Moses, the
Lord's servant, and have done everything I gave you orders to do: 3You have
now been with your brothers for a long time; till this day you have been
doing the orders of the Lord your God. 4 And now the Lord your God has
given your brothers rest, as he said: so now you may go back to your tents,
to the land of your heritage, which Moses, the Lord's servant, gave to you
on the other side of Jordan. 5Only take great care to do the orders and the
law which Moses, the Lord's servant, gave you; to have love for the Lord
your God and to go in all his ways; and to keep his laws and to be true to
him and to be his servants with all your heart and with all your soul. 6Then
Joshua gave them his blessing and sent them away: and they went back to
their tents. 7Now to the one half of the tribe ofManasseh, Moses had given a
heritage in Bashan; but to the other half, Joshua gave a heritage among their
brothers on the west side of Jordan. Now when Joshua sent them away to
their tents, he gave themhis blessing, 8And said to them, Go backwithmuch
wealth to your tents, and with very much cattle, with silver and gold and
brass and iron, and with a very great store of clothing; give your brothers a
part of the goods taken in the war. 9 So Reuben and Gad and the half-tribe
of Manasseh went back, parting from the children of Israel at Shiloh in the
land of Canaan, to go to the land of Gilead, to the land of their heritagewhich
hadbeen given to themby theLord's order toMoses. 10Nowwhen they came
to the country by Jordan in the land of Canaan, the children of Reuben and
the children of Gad and the half-tribe ofManasseh put up there, by Jordan, a
great altar, seen from far. 11And news came to the children of Israel, See, the
children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh
have put up an altar opposite the land of Canaan, in the country by Jordan
on the side which is Israel's. 12Then all the meeting of the children of Israel,
hearing this, came together at Shiloh to go up against them towar. 13And the
children of Israel sent Phinehas, the son of Eleazar the priest, to the children
of Reubenand the childrenofGadand thehalf-tribe ofManasseh, to the land
of Gilead, 14 And with him they sent ten chiefs, one for every tribe of the
childrenof Israel, everyoneof themtheheadofhishouseamong the families
of Israel. 15And they came to the children of Reuben and the children of Gad
and the half-tribe ofManasseh, to the land ofGilead, and said to them, 16This
is what all themeeting of the people of the Lord has said,What is this wrong
which you have done against the God of Israel, turning back this day from
the Lord and building an altar for yourselves, and being false to the Lord?
17Was not the sin of Baal-peor great enough, from which we are not clear
even to this day, though punishment came on the people of the Lord, 18That
now you are turned back from the Lord? and, because you are false to him
today, tomorrow his wrath will be let loose on all the people of Israel. 19But
if the land you now have is unclean, come over into the Lord's land where
his House is, and take up your heritage among us: but do not be false to the
Lord and to us by building yourselves an altar in addition to the altar of the
Lord our God. 20Did not Achan, the son of Zerah, dowrong about the cursed
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thing, causing wrath to come on all the people of Israel? And not on him
only came the punishment of death. 21Then the children of Reuben and the
children of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh said in answer to the heads
of the families of Israel, 22God, even God the Lord, God, even God the Lord,
he sees, and Israel will see— if it is in pride or in sin against the Lord, 23That
we have made ourselves an altar, being false to the Lord, keep us not safe
from death this day; and if for the purpose of offering burned offerings on it
andmeal offerings, or peace-offerings, let theLordhimself sendpunishment
for it; 24And if we have not, in fact, done this designedly and with purpose,
having in ourminds the fear that in time to come your childrenmight say to
our children,What have you to dowith the Lord, the God of Israel? 25For the
Lord has made Jordan a line of division between us and you, the children
of Reuben and the children of Gad; you have no part in the Lord: so your
childrenwillmakeour childrengiveup fearing theLord. 26Sowe said, Let us
nowmakeanaltar for ourselves, not for burnedofferings or for the offerings
of beasts: 27But to be awitness between us and you, and between the future
generations, thatwehave the right ofworshipping theLordwith our burned
offerings and our offerings of beasts and our peace-offerings; so that your
children will not be able to say to our children in time to come, You have
no part in the Lord. 28 For we said to ourselves, If they say this to us or to
future generations, then we will say, See this copy of the Lord's altar which
our fathers made, not for burned offerings or offerings of beasts, but for a
witness between us and you. 29 Never let it be said that we were false to
the Lord, turning back this day from him and building an altar for burned
offerings and meal offerings and offerings of beasts, in addition to the altar
of the Lord our God which is before his House. 30 Then Phinehas the priest
and the chiefs of themeeting and theheads of the families of Israelwhowere
with him, hearing what the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and
the children of Manasseh said, were pleased. 31 And Phinehas, the son of
Eleazar the priest, said to the children of Reuben and the children of Gad
and the children of Manasseh, Now we are certain that the Lord is among
us, because you have not done this wrong against the Lord: and you have
kept us from falling into the hands of the Lord. 32Then Phinehas, the son of
Eleazar the priest, and the chiefs went back from the land of Gilead, from
the children of Reuben and the children of Gad, and came to the children of
Israel in Canaan and gave them the news. 33And the children of Israel were
pleased about this; and they gave praise to God, and had nomore thought of
going to war against the children of Reuben and the children of Gad for the
destruction of their land. 34And the children of Reuben and the children of
Gad gave to that altar the name of Ed. For, they said, It is a witness between
us that the Lord is God.

23
1Now after a long time, when the Lord had given Israel rest fromwars on

every side, and Joshuawasoldand full of years, 2 Joshua sent forall Israel, for
their responsible men and their chiefs and their judges and their overseers,
and said to them, I am old, and full of years: 3You have seen everything the
Lord your God has done to all these nations because of you; for it is the Lord
your God who has been fighting for you. 4Now I have given to you, as the
heritage of your tribes, all these nations which are still in the land, together
with those cut offbyme, fromJordanas far as theGreat Seaon thewest. 5The
Lord your God will send them away by force, driving them out before you;
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and you are to take their land for your heritage, as the Lord your God said to
you. 6 So be very strong to keep and do whatever is recorded in the book of
the law of Moses, not turning away from it to the right or to the left; 7Have
nothing to dowith these nations who still are living among you; let not their
gods be named by you or used in your oaths; do not be their servants or give
them worship: 8 But be true to the Lord your God as you have been till this
day. 9 For the Lord has sent out from before you nations great and strong:
and they have all givenway before you till this day. 10Oneman of you is able
to put to flight a thousand; for it is the Lord your Godwho is fighting for you,
as he has said to you. 11 So keep watch on yourselves, and see that you have
love for theLordyourGod. 12For if yougoback, joiningyourselves to the rest
of these nations who are still among you, gettingmarried to them and living
with them and theywith you: 13Then youmay be certain that the Lord your
God will not go on driving these nations out from before you; but they will
become a danger and a cause of sin to you, a whip for your sides and thorns
in your eyes, till you are cut off from this good landwhich the Lord your God
has given you. 14Now I amabout to go theway of all the earth: and you have
seen and are certain, all of you, in your hearts and souls, that in all the good
thingswhich the Lord said about you, he has kept faithwith you; everything
has come true for you. 15And you will see that, as all the good things which
the Lord your God undertook to do for you, have come to you, so the Lord
will send down on you all the evil things till he has made your destruction
complete, and you are cut off from the good land which the Lord your God
has given you. 16 If the agreement of the Lord your God, which was given to
you by his orders, is broken, and you become the servants of other gods and
give them worship, then the wrath of the Lord will be burning against you,
and youwill quickly be cut off from the good land which he has given you.

24
1 Then Joshua got all the tribes of Israel together at Shechem; and he sent

for the responsible men of Israel and their chiefs and their judges and their
overseers; and they took their place before God. 2 And Joshua said to all
the people, These are the words of the Lord, the God of Israel: In the past
your fathers, Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nahor, were
living on the other side of the River: and they were worshipping other gods.
3 And I took your father Abraham from the other side of the River, guiding
him through all the land of Canaan; I made his offspring great in number,
and gave him Isaac. 4 And to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau: to Esau I gave
Mount Seir, as his heritage; but Jacob and his children went down to Egypt.
5 And I sent Moses and Aaron, troubling Egypt by all the signs I did among
them: and after that I took you out. 6 I took your fathers out of Egypt: and
you came to the Red Sea; and the Egyptians came after your fathers to the
Red Sea, with their war-carriages and their horsemen. 7 And at their cry,
the Lord made it dark between you and the Egyptians, and made the sea go
over them, covering them with its waters; your eyes have seen what I did
in Egypt: then for a long time you were living in the waste land. 8And I took
you into the lands of theAmorites on the other side of Jordan; and theymade
war on you, and I gave them into your hands and you took their land; and I
sent destruction on them before you. 9Then Balak, the son of Zippor, king of
Moab, went up towar against Israel; and he sent for Balaam, the son of Beor,
to put a curse on you: 10But I did not give ear to Balaam; and so he went on
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blessingyou; and I kept you safe fromhim. 11Thenyouwent over Jordanand
came to Jericho: and themen of Jerichomade war on you, the Amorites and
thePerizzites and theCanaanites and theHittites and theGirgashites and the
Hivites and the Jebusites: and I gave them up into your hands. 12And I sent
the hornet before you, driving out the two kings of the Amorites before you,
not with your sword and your bow. 13And I gave you a land on which you
had done no work, and towns not of your building, and you are now living
in them; and your food comes from vine-gardens and olive-gardens not of
your planting. 14So now, go in fear of the Lord, and be his servants with true
hearts: put away the gods worshipped by your fathers across the River and
in Egypt, and be servants of the Lord. 15And if it seems evil to you to be the
servants of the Lord, make the decision this day whose servants youwill be:
of the godswhose servants your fathers were across the River, or of the gods
of the Amorites in whose land you are living: but I andmy house will be the
servants of the Lord. 16 Then the people in answer said, Never will we give
up the Lord to be the servants of other gods; 17For it is the Lord our Godwho
has takenus and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, out of the prison-house,
andwho did all those great signs before our eyes, and kept us safe on all our
journeys, andamongall thepeoples throughwhomwewent: 18And theLord
sent out frombefore us all the peoples, the Amorites living in the land: sowe
will be the servants of the Lord, for he is our God. 19And Joshua said to the
people, You are not able to be the servants of the Lord, for he is a holy God, a
God who will not let his honour be given to another: he will have no mercy
on your wrongdoing or your sins. 20 If you are turned away from the Lord
and become the servants of strange gods, then turning against you he will
do you evil, cutting you off, after he has done you good. 21 And the people
said to Joshua, No! But we will be the servants of the Lord. 22 And Joshua
said to the people, You are witnesses against yourselves that you havemade
the decision to be the servants of the Lord. And they said, We are witnesses.
23 Then, he said, put away the strange gods among you, turning your hearts
to the Lord, the God of Israel. 24And the people said to Joshua,Wewill be the
servants of the Lord our God, and we will give ear to his voice. 25 So Joshua
made an agreementwith the people that day, and gave thema rule and a law
in Shechem. 26 And Joshua put these words on record, writing them in the
book of the law of God; and he took a great stone, and put it up there under
the oak-tree which was in the holy place of the Lord. 27And Joshua said to
all the people, See now, this stone is to be a witness against us; for all the
words of the Lord have been said to us in its hearing: so it will be a witness
against you if youare false to theLordyourGod. 28Then Joshua let thepeople
go away, every man to his heritage. 29Now after these things, the death of
Joshua, the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, took place, he being then a
hundred and ten years old. 30And they put his body in the earth in the land
of his heritage in Timnath-serah, in the hill-country of Ephraim, to the north
of Mount Gaash. 31 And Israel was true to the Lord all the days of Joshua,
and all the days of the older men who were still living after Joshua's death,
and had seen what the Lord had done for Israel. 32And the bones of Joseph,
which the children of Israel had takenup fromEgypt, they put in the earth in
Shechem, in the property which Jacob had got from the sons of Hamor, the
father of Shechem, for a hundred shekels: and they became the heritage of
the children of Joseph. 33 Then the death of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, took
place; and his bodywas put in the earth in the hill of Phinehas his son, which
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had been given to him in the hill-country of Ephraim.
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The Book of
Judges

1Now after the death of Joshua, the children of Israel made request to the
Lord, saying,Who is to go upfirst tomakewar for us against the Canaanites?
2 And the Lord said, Judah is to go up: see, I have given the land into his
hands. 3 Then Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my
heritage, so thatwemaymakewar against the Canaanites; and Iwill then go
with you into your heritage. So Simeon went with him. 4 And Judah went
up; and the Lord gave the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hands;
and they overcame ten thousand of them in Bezek. 5And they came across
Adoni-zedek, andmade war on him; and they overcame the Canaanites and
the Perizzites. 6But Adoni-zedekwent in flight; and theywent after him and
overtook him, and had his thumbs and his great toes cut off. 7 And Adoni-
zedek said, Seventy kings, whose thumbs and great toes had been cut off, got
broken meat under my table: as I have done, so has God done to me in full.
And they took him to Jerusalem, and he came to his end there. 8 Then the
children of Judah made an attack on Jerusalem, and took it, burning down
the townafter theyhadput its people to the swordwithoutmercy. 9After that
the children of Judahwent down tomakewar on the Canaanites living in the
hill-country and in the south and in the lowlands. 10And Caleb went against
the Canaanites of Hebron: (now in earlier timesHebronwas namedKiriath-
arba:) and he put Sheshai and Ahiman and Talmai to the sword. 11And from
there he went up against the people of Debir. (Now the name of Debir in
earlier times was Kiriath-sepher.) 12And Caleb said, I will give Achsah, my
daughter, as wife to the man who overcomes Kiriath-sepher and takes it.
13And Othniel, the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother, took it; so he gave
him his daughter Achsah for his wife. 14Nowwhen she came to him, he put
intohermind the ideaof requestingafield fromher father: andshegotdown
fromher ass; andCaleb said toher,What is it? 15And she said tohim, Giveme
ablessing; becauseyouhaveputme inadry south-land, nowgivemesprings
of water. So Caleb gave her the higher spring and the lower spring. 16Now
Hobab theKenite,Moses' father-in-law, had comeupout of the townof palm-
trees, with the children of Judah, into the waste land of Arad; and he went
and was living among the Amalekites; 17 And Judah went with Simeon, his
brother, and overcame the Canaanites living in Zephath, andput it under the
curse; and he gave the town the name of Hormah. 18 Then Judah took Gaza
and its limit, and Ashkelon and its limit, and Ekron and its limit. 19And the
Lordwaswith Judah; andhe took thehill-country forhisheritage; buthewas
unable to make the people of the valley go out, for they had war-carriages
of iron. 20 And they gave Hebron to Caleb, as Moses had said; and he took
the land of the three sons of Anak, driving them out from there. 21And the
childrenof Judahdidnotmake the Jebusiteswhowere living in Jerusalemgo
out; the Jebusites are still living with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem.
22And the family of Joseph went up against Beth-el, and the Lord was with
them. 23So they sentmen tomake a search round Beth-el. (Now the name of
the town in earlier times was Luz.) 24And the watchers saw a man coming
out of the town, and said to him, If youwill make clear to us the way into the
town, we will be kind to you. 25 So he made clear to them the way into the



Judges 1:26 243 Judges 2:13

town, and they put it to the sword; but they let theman and all his family get
away safe. 26And hewent into the land of the Hittites, building a town there
and naming it Luz: which is its name to this day. 27 And Manasseh did not
take away the land of the people of Beth-shean and its daughter-towns, or
of Taanach and its daughter-towns, or of the people of Dor and its daughter-
towns, or of the people of Ibleam and its daughter-towns, or of the people of
Megiddoand itsdaughter-towns, driving themout; but theCanaaniteswould
go on living in that land. 28 And whenever Israel became strong, they put
the Canaanites to forced work, without driving them out completely. 29And
Ephraim did not make the Canaanites who were living in Gezer go out; but
theCanaaniteswent on living inGezer among them. 30Zebulundidnotmake
the people of Kitron or the people of Nahalol go out; but the Canaaniteswent
on living among themandwereput to forcedwork. 31AndAsherdidnot take
the land of the people of Acco, or Zidon, or Ahlab, or Achzib, or Helbah, or
Aphik, or Rehob, driving themout; 32But theAsheriteswent on living among
the Canaanites, the people of the land, without driving them out. 33Naphtali
did not take the land of the people of Beth-shemesh or of Beth-anath, driving
them out; but he was living among the Canaanites in the land; however, the
people of Beth-shemesh and Beth-anath were put to forced work. 34And the
childrenofDanwere forced into thehill-countryby theAmorites,whowould
not let them come down into the valley; 35 For the Amorites would go on
living inMountHeres, inAijalon, and in Shaalbim; but the childrenof Joseph
became stronger than they, and put them to forced work. 36And the limit of
the Edomites went from the slope of Akrabbim from Sela and up.

2
1Now the angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he said,

***I took you out of Egypt, guiding you into the landwhich I gave by an oath
to your fathers; and I said, My agreement with you will never be broken by
me: 2 And you are to make no agreement with the people of this land; you
are to see that their altars are broken down: but you have not given ear to
my voice: what have you done? 3 And so I have said, I will not send them
out from before you; but they will be a danger to you, and their gods will be
a cause of falling to you. 4Now on hearing these words which the angel of
the Lord said to all the children of Israel, the people gave themselves up to
loud crying and weeping. 5 And they gave that place the name of Bochim,
and made offerings there to the Lord. 6And Joshua let the people go away,
and the children of Israel went, every man to his heritage, to take the land
for themselves. 7And the peoplewere true to the Lord all the days of Joshua,
and all the days of the responsible men who were still living after the death
of Joshua, and had seen all the great work of the Lordwhich he had done for
Israel. 8Anddeath came to Joshua, the son ofNun, the servant of the Lord, he
being a hundred and ten years old. 9And they put his body in the earth in the
land of his heritage in Timnath-heres, in the hill-country of Ephraim to the
north ofMountGaash. 10And in timedeath overtook all that generation; and
another generation came after them, having no knowledge of the Lord or of
the things which he had done for Israel. 11And the children of Israel did evil
in the eyes of the Lord and became servants to the Baals; 12 And they gave
up the Lord, the God of their fathers, who had taken them out of the land of
Egypt, and went after other gods, the gods of the peoples round about them,
worshipping them and moving the Lord to wrath. 13 And they gave up the
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Lord, and became the servants of Baal and the Astartes. 14And the wrath of
the Lord was burning against Israel, and he gave them up into the hands of
thosewho violently took their property, and into the hands of their haters all
round them, so that they were forced to give way before them. 15Wherever
theywent out, thehandof theLordwas against them for evil, as theLordhad
taken his oath it would be; and things became very hard for them. 16 Then
the Lord gave them judges, as their saviours from the hands of those who
were cruel to them. 17 But still they would not give ear to their judges, but
went after other gods and gave themworship; quickly turning from theway
inwhich their fathers had gone, keeping the orders of the Lord; but they did
not do so. 18 And whenever the Lord gave them judges, then the Lord was
with the judge, and was their saviour from the hands of their haters all the
days of the judge; for the Lord was moved by their cries of grief because of
those who were cruel to them. 19 But whenever the judge was dead, they
went back and did more evil than their fathers, going after other gods, to
be their servants and their worshippers; giving up nothing of their sins and
their hard-hearted ways. 20And the wrath of the Lord was burning against
Israel, and he said, Because this nation has not been true to my agreement
which I made with their fathers, and has not given ear to my voice; 21 From
nowon Iwill not goondrivingout frombefore themanyof thenationswhich
at the death of Joshuawere still living in this land; 22 In order to put Israel to
the test, and see if they will keep the way of the Lord, walking in it as their
fathers did, or not. 23So theLord let thosenations go on living in the land, not
driving them out quickly, and did not give them up into the hands of Joshua.

3
1Now these are thenationswhich theLordkept in the land for thepurpose

of testing Israel by them, all those who had had no experience of all the
wars of Canaan; 2Only because of the generations of the children of Israel,
for the purpose of teaching them war — only those who up till then had no
experience of it; 3Thefive chiefs of the Philistines, andall theCanaanites and
the Zidonians and the Hivites living in Mount Lebanon, from the mountain
Baal-hermon as far as Hamath: 4 For the purpose of testing Israel by them,
to see if they would give ear to the orders of the Lord, which he had given to
their fathers by the hand of Moses. 5Now the children of Israel were living
among the Canaanites, theHittites, and theAmorites, and the Perizzites, and
theHivites, and the Jebusites: 6And they took aswives thedaughters of these
nations and gave their daughters to their sons, and became servants to their
gods. 7And the children of Israel did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and put out
of their minds the Lord their God, and became servants to the Baals and the
Astartes. 8 So the wrath of the Lord was burning against Israel, and he gave
themup into the hands of Cushan-rishathaim, king ofMesopotamia; and the
children of Israel were his servants for eight years. 9Andwhen the children
of Israel made prayer to the Lord, he gave them a saviour, Othniel, the son
of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother. 10And the spirit of the Lord came on him
and he became judge of Israel, and went out to war, and the Lord gave up
Cushan-rishathaim, king of Mesopotamia, into his hands and he overcame
him. 11Then for forty years the land had peace, till the death of Othniel, the
son of Kenaz. 12 Then the children of Israel again did evil in the eyes of the
Lord; and the Lordmade Eglon, king of Moab, strong against Israel, because
they had done evil in the Lord's eyes. 13And Eglon got together the people of
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Ammon and Amalek, and they went and overcame Israel and took the town
of palm-trees. 14 And the children of Israel were servants to Eglon, king of
Moab, for eighteen years. 15Thenwhen the children of Israelmade prayer to
the Lord, he gave thema saviour, Ehud, the son of Gera, the Benjamite, a left-
handedman; and the children of Israel sent an offering byhim to Eglon, king
ofMoab. 16So Ehudmade himself a two-edged sword, a cubit long, which he
put on at his right side under his robe. 17And he took the offering to Eglon,
king of Moab, who was a very fat man. 18 And after giving the offering, he
sent away the people who had come with the offering. 19 But he himself,
turning back from the stone images at Gilgal, said, I have something to say
to you in secret, O king. And he said, Let there be quiet. Then all those who
were waiting before him went out. 20 Then Ehud came in to him while he
was seated by himself in his summer-house. And Ehud said, I have a word
from God for you. And he got up from his seat. 21And Ehud put out his left
hand, and took the sword from his right side, and sent it into his stomach;
22And the hand-part went in after the blade, and the fat was joined up over
the blade; for he did not take the sword out of his stomach. And he went
out into the ... 23 Then Ehud went out into the covered way, shutting the
doors of the summer-house on him and locking them. 24Now when he had
gone, the king's servants came, and saw that the doors of the summer-house
were locked; and they said, It may be that he is in his summer-house for a
private purpose. 25And they went on waiting till they were shamed, but the
doors were still shut; so they took the key, and, opening them, saw their lord
stretched out dead on the floor. 26 But Ehud had got away while they were
waiting and had gone past the stone images and got away to Seirah. 27And
when he came there, he had a horn sounded in the hill-country of Ephraim,
and all the children of Israel went downwith him from the hill-country, and
he at their head. 28 And he said to them, Come after me; for the Lord has
given the Moabites, your haters, into your hands. So they went down after
him and took the crossing-places of Jordan against Moab, and let no one go
across. 29At that time theyput about ten thousandmenofMoab to the sword,
every strongmanand everymanofwar; not aman got away. 30SoMoabwas
broken that day under the hand of Israel. And for eighty years the land had
peace. 31Andafter himcameShamgar, the son ofAnath,whoput to death six
hundred Philistines with an ox-stick; and he was another saviour of Israel.

4
1 And the children of Israel again did evil in the eyes of the Lord when

Ehud was dead. 2 And the Lord gave them up into the hands of Jabin, king
of Canaan, who was ruling in Hazor; the captain of his army was Sisera,
who was living in Harosheth of the Gentiles. 3 Then the children of Israel
made prayer to the Lord; for he had nine hundred iron war-carriages, and
for twenty years hewas very cruel to the children of Israel. 4NowDeborah, a
woman prophet, thewife of Lapidoth, was judge of Israel at that time. 5 (And
she had her seat under the palm-tree of Deborah between Ramah and Beth-
el in the hill-country of Ephraim; and the children of Israel came up to her
to be judged.) 6 And she sent for Barak, the son of Abinoam, from Kedesh-
naphtali, and said to him, Has not the Lord, the God of Israel, given orders
saying, Go and get your force into line inMount Tabor, and takewith you ten
thousand men of the children of Naphtali and of the children of Zebulun?
7And I will make Sisera, the captain of Jabin's army, with his war-carriages
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and his forces, come against you at the river Kishon, where I will give him
into your hands. 8And Barak said to her, If youwill gowithme then Iwill go;
but if you will not go with me I will not go. 9And she said, I will certainly go
with you: though you will get no honour in your undertaking, for the Lord
will give Sisera into the hands of awoman. SoDeborah got up andwentwith
Barak to Kedesh. 10 Then Barak sent for Zebulun and Naphtali to come to
Kedesh; and ten thousandmenwentupafterhim, andDeborahwentupwith
him. 11NowHeber theKenite, separatinghimself fromtherest of theKenites,
from the children of Hobab, the brother-in-law ofMoses, had put up his tent
as far away as the oak-tree in Zaanannim, by Kedesh. 12Andwordwas given
to Sisera that Barak, the son of Abinoam, had gone up to Mount Tabor. 13 So
Sisera got together all hiswar-carriages, ninehundredwar-carriages of iron,
and all the people whowerewith him, fromHarosheth of the Gentiles as far
as the river Kishon. 14 Then Deborah said to Barak, Up! for today the Lord
has given Sisera into your hands: has not the Lord gone out before you? So
Barakwentdown fromMountTaborand ten thousandmenafterhim. 15And
the Lord sent fear on Sisera and all hiswar-carriages and all his army before
Barak; and Sisera got down fromhis war-carriage andwent in flight on foot.
16ButBarakwent after thewar-carriages and thearmyas far asHaroshethof
the Gentiles; and all Sisera's armywas put to the sword; not aman got away.
17 But Sisera went in flight on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the
Kenite; for there was peace between Jabin, king of Hazor, and the family of
Heber theKenite. 18And Jaelwent out to Sisera, and said to him, Come in,my
lord, come in tomewithout fear. Sohewent intoher tent, and sheput a cover
over him. 19 Then he said to her, Give me now a little water, for I have need
of a drink. And opening a skin ofmilk, she gave himdrink, and put the cover
over him again. 20And he said to her, Take your place at the door of the tent,
and if anyone comes and says to you, Is there anyman here, say, No. 21Then
Jael, Heber's wife, took a tent-pin and a hammer andwent up to him quietly,
driving the pin into his head, and it went through his head into the earth, for
hewas inadeep sleep fromweariness; and sohe came tohis end. 22Then Jael
went out, andmeeting Barak going after Sisera, said to him, Come, and I will
let you see the man you are searching for. So he came into her tent and saw,
and there was Sisera stretched out dead with the tent-pin in his head. 23 So
that day God overcame Jabin, king of Canaan, before the children of Israel.
24And the power of the children of Israel went on increasing against Jabin,
king of Canaan, till he was cut off.

5
1 At that time Deborah and Barak, the son of Abinoam, made this song,

saying: 2 Because of the flowing hair of the fighters in Israel, because the
people gave themselves freely, give praise to the Lord. 3 Give attention, O
kings; give ear, O rulers; I, even I, will make a song to the Lord; I will make
melody to the Lord, the God of Israel. 4 Lord, when you went out from
Seir, moving like an army from the field of Edom, the earth was shaking
and the heavens were troubled, and the clouds were dropping water. 5 The
mountains were shaking before the Lord, before the Lord, the God of Israel.
6 In the days of Shamgar, the son of Anath, in the days of Jael, the highways
were not used, and travellers went by side roads. 7 Country towns were no
more in Israel, ***were no more, till you, Deborah, came up, till you came
up as a mother in Israel. 8 They had no one to make arms, there were no
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more armedmen in the towns; was there a body-cover or a spear to be seen
among forty thousand in Israel? 9 Come, you rulers of Israel, you who gave
yourselves freely among the people: give praise to the Lord. 10Let them give
thought to it, who go onwhite asses, and those who arewalking on the road.
11Give ear to the women laughing by the water-springs; there they will give
again the story of the upright acts of the Lord, all the upright acts of his arm
in Israel. 12 Awake! awake! Deborah: awake! awake! give a song: Up!
Barak, and take prisoner those who took you prisoner, O son of Abinoam.
13 Then the chiefs went down to the doors; the Lord's people went down
among the strong ones. 14Out of Ephraim they came down into the valley;
after you, Benjamin, among your tribesmen; from Machir came down the
captains, and from Zebulun those in whose hand is the ruler's rod. 15 Your
chiefs, Issachar, were with Deborah; and Naphtali was true to Barak; into
the valley they went rushing out at his feet. In Reuben there were divisions,
and great searchings of heart. 16Why did you keep quiet among the sheep,
hearing nothing but the watchers piping to the flocks? 17Gilead was living
over Jordan; and Dan was waiting in his ships; Asher kept in his place by
the sea's edge, living by his inlets. 18 It was the people of Zebulun who put
their lives in danger, even to death, with Naphtali on the high places of the
field. 19The kings came on to the fight, the kings of Canaanwere warring; in
Taanach by thewaters ofMegiddo: they took no profit inmoney. 20The stars
from heaven were fighting; from their highways they were fighting against
Sisera. 21 The river Kishon took them violently away, stopping their flight,
the river Kishon. Give praise, O my soul, to the strength of the Lord! 22Then
loudly the feet of the horses were soundingwith the stamping, the stamping
of their war-horses. 23A curse, a curse onMeroz! said the angel of the Lord.
A bitter curse on her townspeople! Because they came not to the help of
the Lord, to the help of the Lord among the strong ones. 24 Blessings be on
Jael, more than on all women! Blessings greater than on any in the tents!
25His request was for water, she gave him milk; she put butter before him
on a fair plate. 26 She put out her hand to the tent-pin, and her right hand
to the workman's hammer; and she gave Sisera a blow, crushing his head,
wounding anddriving throughhis brow. 27Bent at her feet hewent down, he
was stretched out; bent at her feet he went down; where he was bent down,
there hewent down in death. 28Looking out from thewindow she gave a cry,
themother of Siserawas crying out through thewindow,Why is his carriage
so long in coming? When will the noise of his wheels be sounding? 29Her
wise women gave answer to her, yes, she made answer again to herself,
30Are they not getting, are they not parting the goods among them: a young
girl or two toeveryman; and toSisera robesof colouredneedlework,worked
in fair colours on this side and on that, for the neck of the queen? 31 So may
destruction come on all your haters, O Lord; but let your lovers be like the
sun going out in his strength. And for forty years the land had peace.

6
1 And the children of Israel did evil in the eyes of the Lord; and the Lord

gave them up into the hand of Midian for seven years. 2 And Midian was
stronger than Israel; and because of the Midianites, the children of Israel
made holes for themselves in the mountains, and hollows in the rocks, and
strong places. 3Andwhenever Israel's grainwas planted, theMidianites and
the Amalekites and the people of the east came up against them; 4And put
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their army in position against them; and they took all the produce of the
earth as far as Gaza, till there was no food in Israel, or any sheep or oxen or
asses. 5For they cameupregularlywith their oxenand their tents; they came
like the locusts in number; they and their camelswerewithout number; and
they came into the land for its destruction. 6 And Israel was in great need
because of Midian; and the cry of the children of Israel went up to the Lord.
7Andwhen the cry of the children of Israel, because of Midian, came before
theLord, 8TheLord sent aprophet to the childrenof Israel,who said to them,
The Lord the God of Israel, has said, I took you up from Egypt, out of the
prison-house; 9And I tookyououtof thehandsof theEgyptiansandoutof the
hands of all whowere cruel to you, and I sent them out by force from before
you and gave you their land; 10 And I said to you, I am the Lord your God;
you are not to give worship to the gods of the Amorites in whose land you
are living, but you did not give ear to my voice. 11Now the angel of the Lord
came and took his seat under the oak-tree in Ophrah, in the field of Joash
the Abiezrite; and his son Gideon was crushing grain in the place where the
grapeswere crushed, so that theMidianitesmight not see it. 12And the angel
of the Lord came before his eyes, and said to him, The Lord is with you, O
man of war. 13Then Gideon said to him, Omy lord, if the Lord is with uswhy
has all this come on us? And where are all his works of power, of which our
fathershave givenusword, saying, Didnot theLord takeus out of Egypt? But
now he has given us up, handing us over to the power of Midian. 14And the
Lord, turning tohim, said, Go in the strength youhaveandbe Israel's saviour
from Midian: have I not sent you? 15And he said to him, O Lord, how may
I be the saviour of Israel? See, my family is the poorest in Manasseh, and I
am the least in my father's house. 16 Then the Lord said to him, Truly, I will
be with you, and you will overcome the Midianites as if they were oneman.
17 So he said to him, If now I have grace in your eyes, then give me a sign
that it is you who are talking to me. 18 Do not go away till I come with my
offering and put it before you. And he said, I will not go away before you
come back. 19Then Gideon went in and made ready a young goat, and with
anephahofmeal hemadeunleavened cakes: heput themeat in abasket and
the soup inwhich it had been cookedhe put in a pot, andhe took it out to him
under the oak-tree and gave it to him there. 20And the angel of God said to
him, Take themeat and theunleavenedcakesandput themdownon the rock
over there, draining out the soup over them. Andhe did so. 21Then the angel
of the Lord put out the stick which was in his hand, touching the meat and
the cakes with the end of it; and a flame came up out of the rock, burning
up the meat and the cakes: and the angel of the Lord was seen no longer.
22 Then Gideon was certain that he was the angel of the Lord; and Gideon
said, I am in fear, O Lord God! for I have seen the angel of the Lord face to
face. 23 But the Lord said to him, Peace be with you; have no fear: you are
in no danger of death. 24 Then Gideon made an altar there to the Lord, and
gave it the nameYahweh-shalom; to this day it is inOphrah of the Abiezrites.
25 The same night the Lord said to him, Take ten men of your servants and
an ox seven years old, and after pulling down the altar of Baal which is your
father's, and cutting down the holy tree by its side, 26Make an altar to the
Lord yourGod on the top of this rock, in the orderedway and take the ox and
make a burned offering with the wood of the holy tree which has been cut
down. 27 Then Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the Lord had said
to him; but fearing to do it by day, because of his father's people and themen
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of the town, he did it by night. 28 And the men of the town got up early in
the morning, and they saw the altar of Baal broken down, and the holy tree
which was by it cut down, and the ox offered on the altar which had been
put up there. 29And they said to one another, Who has done this thing? And
after searching with care, they said, Gideon, the son of Joash, has done this
thing. 30 Then the men of the town said to Joash, Make your son come out
to be put to death, for pulling down the altar of Baal and cutting down the
holy tree which was by it. 31 But Joash said to all those who were attacking
him,Will you take up the cause of Baal? will you be his saviour? Let anyone
who will take up his cause be put to death while it is still morning: if he is
a god, let him take up his cause himself because of the pulling down of his
altar. 32 So that day he gave him the name of Jerubbaal, saying, Let Baal take
up his cause against him because his altar has been broken down. 33 Then
all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the people of the east, banding
themselves together, went over and put up their tents in the valley of Jezreel.
34But the spirit of the Lord came on Gideon; and at the sound of his horn all
Abiezer came together after him. 35And he sent through all Manasseh, and
they came after him; and he sent to Asher and Zebulun and Naphtali, and
they came up and were joined to the others. 36 Then Gideon said to God, If
you are going to give Israel salvation by my hand, as you have said, 37 See,
I will put the wool of a sheep on the grain-floor; if there is dew on the wool
only, while all the earth is dry, then I will be certain that it is your purpose
to give Israel salvation bymy hand as you have said. 38And it was so: for he
got up early on the morning after, and twisting the wool in his hands, he got
a basin full of water from the dew on the wool. 39 Then Gideon said to God,
Do not bemoved towrath againstme if I say only this: letmemake onemore
test with the wool; let the wool now be dry, while the earth is covered with
dew. 40And that night God did so; for the wool was dry, and there was dew
on all the earth round it.

7
1Then Jerubbaal, that is, Gideon, and all the people with him, got up early

and put up their tents by the side of the water-spring of Harod; the tents of
Midian were on the north side of him, under the hill of Moreh in the valley.
2And the Lord said to Gideon, So great is the number of your people, that if
I give the Midianites into their hands they will be uplifted in pride over me
and will say, I myself have been my saviour. 3 So now, let it be given out to
the people that anyone who is shaking with fear is to go back from Mount
Galud. So twenty-two thousand of the people went back, but there were still
ten thousand. 4 Then the Lord said to Gideon, There are still more people
than is necessary; take them down to thewater so that I may put them to the
test for you there; then whoever I say is to go with you will go, and whoever
I say is not to go will not go. 5 So he took the people down to the water; and
the Lord said to Gideon, Put on one side by themselves all those drinking up
the water with their tongues like a dog; and in the same way, all those who
go down on their knees to the water while drinking. 6Now the number of
those who took up the water with their tongues was three hundred; all the
rest of the peoplewent down on their knees to thewater. 7And the Lord said
to Gideon, By those three hundred who were drinking with their tongues I
will give you salvation and give the Midianites into your hands; let the rest
of the people go away, every man to his place. 8 So they took the vessels of
the people, and their horns from their hands, and he sent them away, every
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mantohis tent, keepingonly the threehundred; and the tentsofMidianwere
lower down in the valley. 9The samenight the Lord said to him, Up! go down
now against their army, for I have given them into your hands. 10But if you
have fear of going down, take your servant Purah with you and go down to
the tents; 11Andafterhearingwhat theyare saying, youwill get strength togo
down against the army. So hewent downwith his servant Purah to the outer
line of the tents of the armedmen. 12Now theMidianites and the Amalekites
and all the people of the east were covering the valley like locusts; and their
camels were like the sand by the seaside, without number. 13When Gideon
came there, amanwas giving his friend an account of his dream, saying, See,
I had a dream about a cake of barley bread which, falling into the tents of
Midian, came on to the tent, overturning it so that it was stretched out flat
on the earth. 14And his friend in answer said, This is certainly the sword of
Gideon, the son of Joash, the men of Israel: into their hands God has given
up all the army of Midian. 15 Then Gideon, hearing the story of the dream
and the sense in which they took it, gave worship; then he went back to the
tents of Israel, and said, Up! for the Lord has given the army of Midian into
your hands. 16Then separating the three hundred men into three bands, he
gave every man a horn, and a vessel in which was a flaming branch. 17And
he said to them, Keep your eyes onme, and dowhat I do; when I come to the
outer line of tents, whatever I do, you are to do the same. 18At the sound of
myhorn, and the horns of thosewho arewithme, let your horns be sounded
all round the tents, and say, For the Lord and for Gideon. 19 So Gideon and
the three hundred men who were with him came to the outer line of tents,
at the start of the middle watch, when the watchmen had only then taken
their stations; and the horns were sounded and the vessels broken. 20 So
the three bands all gave a loud note on their horns, and when the vessels
had been broken, they took the flaming branches in their left hands, and the
horns in their right hands ready for blowing, crying out, For the Lord and
for Gideon. 21Then theymade a line round the tents, everyman in his place;
and all the army, awaking from sleep, came running out, andwith loud cries
went in flight. 22And the three hundred gave a loud note on their horns, and
every man's sword was turned by the Lord against his brother all through
the army; and the army went in flight as far as Beth-shittah in the direction
of Zeredah, to the edge of Abel-meholah by Tabbath. 23And themen of Israel
came together from Naphtali and from Asher and all Manasseh, and went
after Midian. 24 Then Gideon sent through all the hill-country of Ephraim
saying, Come down against Midian, and keep the ways across Jordan before
they come. So all the men of Ephraim, massing themselves together, kept
the ways across Jordan. 25And they took the two chiefs of Midian, Oreb and
Zeeb; and they put Oreb to death at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb they put to
death at the place of the grape-crushing in Zeeb, and theywent afterMidian;
but the heads of Oreb and Zeeb they took across Jordan to Gideon.

8
1And themen of Ephraim came and said to him,Why did you not send for

us when you went to war against Midian? And they said sharp and angry
words to him. 2And he said to them, What have I done in comparison with
you? Is not that which Ephraim took up after the grape-cutting better than
all the grapes which Abiezer got in from the grape-cutting? 3God has given
into your hands the chiefs of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb; what have I been able
todo in comparisonwith you? Andwhenhe said this, their feeling abouthim
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becamekinder. 4ThenGideon came to Jordanandwent over itwith his three
hundred, overcomewith weariness and in need of food. 5And he said to the
men of Succoth, Give bread cakes to my people, for they are overcome with
weariness, and I amgoingonafterZebahandZalmunna, thekingsofMidian.
6But the chiefs of Succoth said, Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna even
now in your hand that we are to give bread to your army? 7 Then Gideon
said, Because of this, when the Lord has given Zebah and Zalmunna intomy
hands, I will have you stretched on a bed of thorns of the waste land and on
sharp stems, and have you crushed as grain is crushed on a grain-floor. 8 So
he went up from there to Penuel and made the same request to the men of
Penuel; but they gave him the same answer as themen of Succoth had given.
9So he said to themen of Penuel,When I come back in peace, I will have this
tower broken down. 10Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor and their
armies with them, about fifteen thousand men, those of all the army of the
childrenof the eastwhowere still living; for ahundredand twenty thousand
of their swordsmen had been put to death. 11 And Gideon went up by the
way used by the people living in tents on the east of Nobah and Jogbehah,
andmade an attack on the armywhen they had no thought of danger. 12And
Zebah and Zalmunna went in flight; and he went after them, and took the
two kings ofMidian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and put all the army to the curse.
13 Then Gideon, the son of Joash, went back from the fight: 14 And taking
prisoner a youngmanof the people of Succoth, he got fromhim, in answer to
his questions, a list of the chiefs of Succoth and the responsiblemen, seventy-
seven men. 15 So he came to the men of Succoth and said, Here are Zebah
and Zalmunna, on account of whom you made sport of me, saying, Are the
hands of Zebah and Zalmunna even now in your hand, that we are to give
bread to your army who are overcome with weariness? 16Then he took the
responsible men of the town and had them crushed on a bed of thorns and
sharp stems. 17And he had the tower of Penuel broken down and the men
of the town put to death. 18Then he said to Zebah and Zalmunna,Where are
themenwhomyou put to death at Tabor? And they gave answer, As you are,
so were they; every one of them was like a king's son. 19And he said, They
were my brothers, my mother's sons: by the life of the Lord, if you had kept
them safe, I would not put you to death. 20 Then he said to Jether, his oldest
son, Up! Put them to death. But the boy did not take out his sword, fearing
because hewas still a boy. 21Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, Up! Put an end
to us yourself: for you have a man's strength. Then Gideon got up and put
Zebah and Zalmunna to death and took the ornaments which were on their
camels' necks. 22 Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, Be our ruler, you
and your son and your son's son after him; for you have been our saviour
from the hands of Midian. 23 But Gideon said to them, I will not be a ruler
over you, and my son will not be a ruler over you: it is the Lord who will
be ruler over you. 24 Then Gideon said to them, I have a request to make to
you; let every man give me the ear-rings he has taken. (For they had gold
ear-rings, because they were Ishmaelites.) 25And they gave answer, We will
gladly give them. So they put down a robe, every man dropping into it the
ear-rings he had taken. 26Theweight of the gold ear-ringswhich he got from
them was one thousand, seven hundred shekels of gold; in addition to the
moon-ornaments and jewels and the purple robes which were on the kings
of Midian, and the chains on their camels' necks. 27 And Gideon made an
ephod from them and put it up in his town Ophrah; and all Israel went after
it there and were false to the Lord; and it became a cause of sin to Gideon
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and his house. 28SoMidianwas broken before the children of Israel and the
Midianites never got back their strength. And the land had peace for forty
years, in the days of Gideon. 29 And Jerubbaal, the son of Joash, went back
to his house and was living there. 30Gideon had seventy sons, the offspring
of his body; for he had a number of wives. 31 And the servant-wife he had
in Shechem had a son by him, to whom he gave the name Abimelech. 32And
Gideon, the son of Joash, came to his endwhen hewas very old, and his body
was put in the resting-place of Joash his father, in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.
33And after the death of Gideon, the children of Israel again went after the
gods of Canaan and were false to the Lord, and made Baal-berith their god.
34And the children of Israel did not keep in their minds the Lord their God,
who had been their saviour from all their haters on every side; 35And they
were not kind to the house of Jerubbaal, that is, Gideon, in reward for all the
good he had done to Israel.

9
1Now Abimelech, the son of Jerubbaal, went to Shechem to his mother's

family, and said to them and to all the family of his mother's father, 2 Say
now in the ears of all the townsmen of Shechem, Is it better for you to be
ruled by all the seventy sons of Jerubbaal or by one man only? And keep
in mind that I am your bone and your flesh. 3 So his mother's family said
all this about him in the ears of all the townsmen of Shechem: and their
hearts were turned to Abimelech, for they said, He is our brother. 4 And
they gave him seventy shekels of silver from the house of Baal-berith, with
which Abimelech got the support of a number of uncontrolled and good-for-
nothing persons. 5Then he went to his father's house at Ophrah, and put his
brothers, the seventy sons of Jerubbaal, to deathon the same stone; however,
Jotham, the youngest, kept himself safe by going away to a secret place. 6And
all the townsmen of Shechem and all Beth-millo came together and went
and made Abimelech their king, by the oak of the pillar in Shechem. 7Now
Jotham, on hearing of it, went to the top of Mount Gerizim, and crying out
with a loud voice said to them, Give ear tome, you townsmen of Shechem, so
that Godmay give ear to you. 8One day the trees went out tomake a king for
themselves; and they said to the olive-tree, Be king over us. 9 But the olive-
tree said to them, Am I to give upmywealth of oil, bywhichmengive honour
to God, and go waving over the trees? 10 Then the trees said to the fig-tree,
You come and be king over us. 11But the fig-tree said to them, Am I to give up
my sweet taste and my good fruit and go waving over the trees? 12Then the
trees said to the vine, You come and be king over us. 13 But the vine said to
them, Am I to give upmywine,whichmakes gladGod andmen, to gowaving
over the trees? 14 Then all the trees said to the thorn, You come and be king
over us. 15And the thorn said to the trees, If it is truly your desire to make
me your king, then come and put your faith inmy shade; and if not, may fire
come out of the thorn, burning up the cedars of Lebanon. 16 So now, if you
have done truly and uprightly in making Abimelech king, and if you have
done well to Jerubbaal and his house in reward for the work of his hands;
17 (For my father made war for you, and put his life in danger, and made
you free from the hands ofMidian; 18And you have gone againstmy father's
family this day, and have put to death his sons, even seventy men on one
stone, and have made Abimelech, the son of his servant-wife, king over the
townsmen of Shechem because he is your brother;) 19 If then you have done
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what is true and upright to Jerubbaal and his family this day, may you have
joy in Abimelech, and may he have joy in you; 20 But if not, may fire come
out from Abimelech, burning up the townsmen of Shechem and Beth-millo;
and may fire come out from the townsmen of Shechem and Beth-millo, for
the destruction of Abimelech. 21Then Jotham straight awaywent in flight to
Beer, andwas living there for fear of his brother Abimelech. 22So Abimelech
was chief over Israel for three years. 23And God sent an evil spirit between
Abimelech and the townsmen of Shechem; and the townsmen of Shechem
were false toAbimelech; 24So thatpunishment for theviolentattackmadeon
the seventy sons of Jerubbaal, and for their blood,might comeonAbimelech,
their brother, who put them to death, and on the townsmen of Shechemwho
gave him their help in putting his brothers to death. 25And the townsmen of
Shechem put secret watchers on the tops of the mountains, and they made
attacks on all who went by on the road and took their goods; and word
of this came to Abimelech. 26 Then Gaal, the son of Ebed, came with his
brothers, andwent over to Shechem; and themen of Shechemput their faith
in him. 27 And they went out into their fields and got in the fruit of their
vines, and when the grapes had been crushed, they made a holy feast and
went into the house of their god, and over their food and drink they were
cursing Abimelech. 28 And Gaal, the son of Ebed, said, Who is Abimelech
and who is Shechem, that we are to be his servants? Is it not right for the
son of Jerubbaal and Zebul his captain to be servants to the men of Hamor,
the father of Shechem? But why are we to be his servants? 29 If only I had
authority over this people! I would put Abimelech out of the way, and I
would say to Abimelech, Make your army strong, and come out. 30 Now
Zebul, the ruler of the town, hearing what Gaal, the son of Ebed, had said,
was moved to wrath. 31 And he sent to Abimelech at Arumah, saying, See,
Gaal, the son of Ebed, and his brothers have come to Shechem, and they are
working up the town against you. 32 So now, get up by night, you and your
people, and keep watch in the field secretly; 33 And in the morning, when
the sun is up, get up early and make a rush on the town; and when he and
his people come out against you, do to themwhatever you have a chance to
do. 34 So Abimelech and the people with him got up by night, in four bands,
to make a surprise attack on Shechem. 35 And Gaal, the son of Ebed, went
out, and took his place at the doorway into the town; thenAbimelech and his
people got up from theplacewhere theyhadbeenwaiting. 36AndwhenGaal
saw the people, he said to Zebul, See! people are coming down from the tops
of themountains. And Zebul said to him, You see the shade of themountains
like men. 37 And Gaal said again, See! people are coming down from the
middle of the land, and one band is coming by way of the oak-tree of the
Seers. 38Then Zebul said to him, Nowwhere is your loud talkwhen you said,
Who isAbimelech thatweare to behis servants? Is this not the peoplewhom
youwere rating so low? Go out now, andmakewar on them. 39So Gaal went
out at the head of the townsmen of Shechem and made war on Abimelech.
40 And Abimelech went after him and he went in flight before him; and a
great number were falling by the sword all the way up to the town. 41 Then
Abimelechwent back toArumah; andZebul sent Gaal andhis brothers away
and would not let them go on living in Shechem. 42Now the day after, the
people went out into the fields; and news of it came to Abimelech. 43And he
took his people, separating them into three bands, and was waiting secretly
in the field; andwhen he saw the people coming out of the town, he went up
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and made an attack on them. 44And Abimelech with his band made a rush,
and took up their position at the doorway into the town; and the other two
bands made a rush on all those who were in the fields, and overcame them.
45And all that day Abimelech was fighting against the town; and he took it,
and put to death the people who were in it, and had the town pulled down
and covered with salt. 46 Then all the townsmen of the tower of Shechem,
hearing of it, went into the inner roomof the house of El-berith. 47Andword
was given to Abimelech that all themen of the tower of Shechemwere there
together. 48 Then Abimelech went up to Mount Zalmon, with all his people;
and Abimelech took an axe in his hand and, cutting down branches of trees,
took them and put them on his back. And he said to the people who were
with him, Be quick and do as you have seen me do. 49 So all the people got
branches, everyman cutting down a branch, and theywent with Abimelech
at their head and, massing the branches against the inner room, put fire to
the room over them; so all those whowere in the tower of Shechem, about a
thousandmen andwomen,were burned to deathwith it. 50ThenAbimelech
went to Thebez, and put his army in position against Thebez and took it.
51 But in the middle of the town there was a strong tower, to which all the
menandwomenof the townwent in flight and, shutting themselves in, went
up to the roof of the tower. 52AndAbimelech came to the tower andmade an
attack on it, and got near to the door of the tower for the purpose of firing it.
53But a certain woman sent a great stone, such as is used for crushing grain,
on to the head of Abimelech, cracking the bone. 54 Then quickly crying out
to his body-servant, he said to him, Take out your sword and put an end to
me straight away, so that menmay not say of me, His death was the work of
a woman. So the young man put his sword through him, causing his death.
55Andwhen themenof Israel saw thatAbimelechwasdead, theywent away,
every man to his place. 56 In this way Abimelech was rewarded by God for
the evil he had done to his father in putting his seventy brothers to death;
57And God sent back on to the heads of the men of Shechem all the evil they
had done, and the curse of Jotham, the son of Jerubbaal, came on them.

10
1 Now after Abimelech, Tola, the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, a man of

Issachar, became the saviour of Israel; he was living in Shamir in the hill-
countryof Ephraim. 2Hewas judgeover Israel for twenty-three years; andat
hisdeathhisbodywasput to rest in theearth inShamir. 3Andafterhimcame
Jair the Gileadite, who was judge over Israel for twenty-two years. 4And he
had thirty sons, who went on thirty young asses; and they had thirty towns
in the land of Gilead, which are named Havvoth-Jair to this day. 5And at the
death of Jair his body was put to rest in the earth in Kamon. 6And again the
children of Israel did evil in the eyes of the Lord, worshipping the Baals and
Astartes, and the gods of Aram and the gods of Zidon and the gods of Moab
and the gods of the children of Ammon and the gods of the Philistines; they
gave up the Lord and were servants to him no longer. 7 And the wrath of
the Lord was burning against Israel, and he gave them up into the hands of
the Philistines and into the hands of the children of Ammon. 8And that year
the children of Israel were crushed under their yoke; for eighteen years all
the children of Israel on the other side of Jordan, in the land of the Amorites
which is inGilead,were cruelly crusheddown. 9And the children of Ammon
went over Jordan, to make war against Judah and Benjamin and the house
of Ephraim; and Israel was in great trouble. 10 Then the children of Israel,
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crying out to the Lord, said, Great is our sin against you, for we have given
up our God and have been servants to the Baals. 11And the Lord said to the
children of Israel,Were not the Egyptians and the Amorites and the children
of Ammon and the Philistines 12And the Zidonians and Amalek and Midian
crushing you down, and in answer to your cry did I not give you salvation
from their hands? 13 But, for all this, you have given me up and have been
servants to other gods: so I will be your saviour no longer. 14 Go, send up
your cry for help to the gods of your selection; let them be your saviours in
the time of your trouble. 15 And the children of Israel said to the Lord, We
are sinners; do to uswhatever seems good to you: only give us salvation this
day. 16 So they put away the strange gods from among them, and became
the Lord's servants; and his soul was angry because of the sorrows of Israel.
17Then the children of Ammon came together and put their army in position
in Gilead. And the children of Israel came together and put their army in
position in Mizpah. 18And the people of Israel said to one another, Who will
be the first to make an attack on the children of Ammon? Wewill make him
head over all Gilead.

11
1Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a great man of war; he was the son of

a loose woman, and Gilead was his father. 2 And Gilead's wife gave birth
to sons, and when her sons became men, they sent Jephthah away, saying,
You have no part in the heritage of our father's house, for you are the son
of another woman. 3 So Jephthah went in flight from his brothers and was
living in the land of Tob, where a number of good-for-nothing men, joining
Jephthah, went out with him on his undertakings. 4 Now after a time the
children of Ammon made war against Israel. 5 And when the children of
Ammonmade war against Israel, the responsible men of Gilead went to get
Jephthah back from the land of Tob; 6And they said to Jephthah, Come and
be our chief so that wemaymake war against the children of Ammon. 7But
Jephthah said to the responsible men of Gilead, Did you not, in your hate
for me, send me away from my father's house? Why do you come to me
now when you are in trouble? 8 And the responsible men of Gilead said to
Jephthah, That is the reason we have come back to you; so go with us and
make war against the children of Ammon, and we will make you our head
over all the people of Gilead. 9 Then Jephthah said to the responsible men
of Gilead, If you take me back to make war against the children of Ammon,
and if with the help of the Lord I overcome them, will you make me your
head? 10And the responsible men of Gilead said to Jephthah, May the Lord
be our witness: wewill certainly do as you say. 11So Jephthahwent with the
responsible men of Gilead, and the people made him head and chief over
them; and Jephthah said all these things before the Lord in Mizpah. 12Then
Jephthah sent men to the king of the children of Ammon, saying, What have
you againstme that you have come tomakewar againstmy land? 13And the
king of the children of Ammon said to the men sent by Jephthah, Because
Israel, when he came up out of Egypt, took away my land, from the Arnon
as far as the Jabbok and as far as Jordan: so now, give me back those lands
quietly. 14 And Jephthah sent again to the king of the children of Ammon,
15And said to him, This is the word of Jephthah: Israel did not take away the
land of Moab or the land of the children of Ammon; 16But when they came
up from Egypt, Israel went through the waste land to the Red Sea and came
to Kadesh; 17Then Israel sentmen to the king of Edom saying, Letme now go
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through your land; but the king of Edomdid not give ear to them. And in the
same way he sent to the king of Moab, but he would not; so Israel went on
living in Kadesh. 18 Then he went on through the waste land and round the
land of Edom and the land of Moab, and came by the east side of the land of
Moab, andputup their tents on theother sideof theArnon; theydidnot come
inside the limit of Moab, for the Arnon was the limit of Moab. 19And Israel
sentmen to Sihon, king of the Amorites, the king of Heshbon; and Israel said
to him, Let me now go through your land to my place. 20 But Sihon would
not giveway and let Israel go through his land; and Sihon got together all his
people, and put his army in position in Jahaz, andmadewar on Israel. 21And
the Lord, the God of Israel, gave Sihon and all his people into the hands of
Israel, and they overcame them; so all the land of the Amorites, the people
of that land, became Israel's. 22All the limit of the Amorites was theirs, from
the Arnon as far as the Jabbok and from the waste land even to Jordan. 23So
now the Lord, theGod of Israel, has taken away their land from theAmorites
and given it to his people Israel; are you then to have it? 24Do you not keep
the lands of those whom Chemosh your god sends out from before you? So
we will keep all the lands of those whom the Lord our God sends out from
before us. 25What! are you any better than Balak, the son of Zippor, king
of Moab? Did he ever take up a cause against Israel or make war against
them? 26While Israel was living in Heshbon and its daughter-towns and in
Aroer and its daughter-towns and in all the towns which are by the side of
the Arnon, for three hundred years, why did you not get them back at that
time? 27So I have done nowrong against you, but you are doingwrong tome
infighting againstme: may the Lord,who is Judge this day, be judge between
the children of Israel and the children of Ammon. 28The king of the children
of Ammon, however, did not give ear to the words which Jephthah sent to
him. 29 Then the spirit of the Lord came on Jephthah, and he went through
Gilead and Manasseh, and came to Mizpeh of Gilead; and from Mizpeh of
Gilead he went over to the children of Ammon. 30 And Jephthah took an
oath to the Lord, and said, If you will give the children of Ammon into my
hands, 31 Then whoever comes out from the door of my house, meeting me
when I come back in peace from the children of Ammon, will be the Lord's
and I will give him as a burned offering. 32 So Jephthah went over to the
children of Ammon to make war on them; and the Lord gave them into his
hands. 33And hemade an attack on them fromAroer all the way toMinnith,
overrunning twenty towns, as far as Abel-cheramim, and put great numbers
to the sword. So the children of Ammonwere crushed before the children of
Israel. 34Then Jephthah came back to his house inMizpah, and his daughter
came out, meeting him on his way with music and with dances; she was his
only child; hehadnoother sonsordaughters. 35Andwhenhe sawherhewas
overcome with grief, and said, Ah! my daughter! I am crushed with sorrow,
and it is you who are the chief cause of my trouble; for I have made an oath
to the Lord and I may not take it back. 36And she said to him, My father, you
have made an oath to the Lord; do then to me whatever you have said; for
the Lord has sent a full reward on your haters, on the children of Ammon.
37Then she said to her father, Only do this forme: letme have twomonths to
go away into themountainswithmy friends, weeping formy sad fate. 38And
he said, Go then. So he sent her away for twomonths; and shewentwith her
friends to the mountains, weeping for her sad fate. 39And at the end of two
months she went back to her father, who did with her as he had said in his
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oath: and shehadnever been touchedby aman. So it becamea rule in Israel,
40For the women to go year by year sorrowing for the daughter of Jephthah
the Gileadite, four days in every year.

12
1Now themen of Ephraim came together and took up arms andwent over

to Zaphon; and they said to Jephthah, Why did you go over to make war
against the children of Ammon without sending for us to go with you? Now
wewill putyourhouseonfireoveryou. 2AndJephthahsaid to them, Iandmy
peoplewere indanger, and the childrenofAmmonwerevery cruel tous, and
when I sent for you, you gaveme no help against them. 3 So when I saw that
therewas nohelp to be had fromyou, I putmy life inmyhand andwent over
against the children of Ammon, and the Lord gave them intomy hands: why
then have you come up to me this day to make war on me? 4Then Jephthah
got together all the men of Gilead and made war on Ephraim; and the men
of Gilead overcameEphraim. 5And theGileadites took the crossing-places of
Jordan against the Ephraimites; and when any of the men of Ephraim who
had gone in flight said, let me go over; the men of Gilead said to him, Are
you an Ephraimite? And if he said, No; 6 Then they said to him, Now say
Shibboleth; and he said Sibboleth, andwas not able to say it in the rightway;
then they took him and put him to death at the crossing-places of Jordan;
and at that time forty-two thousand Ephraimites were put to death. 7Now
Jephthah was judge of Israel for six years. And Jephthah the Gileadite came
to his death, and his bodywas put to rest in his town,Mizpeh of Gilead. 8And
after him, Ibzan of Beth-lehemwas judge of Israel. 9He had thirty sons, and
thirty daughters whom he sent to other places, and he got thirty wives from
other places for his sons. And he was judge of Israel for seven years. 10And
Ibzan came to his death and his body was put to rest at Beth-lehem. 11And
after him, Elon the Zebulonite was judge of Israel; and hewas judge of Israel
for ten years. 12AndElon the Zebulonite came to his death, and his bodywas
put to rest in Aijalon in the land of Zebulun. 13And after him, Abdon, the son
of Hillel, the Pirathonite, was judge of Israel. 14He had forty sons and thirty
sons' sons who went on seventy young asses; and he was judge of Israel for
eight years. 15And Abdon, the son of Hillel, came to his death, and his body
was put to rest in Pirathon in the land of Ephraim, in the hill-country of the
Amalekites.

13
1And the children of Israel again did evil in the eyes of the Lord; and the

Lord gave them into the hands of the Philistines for forty years. 2Now there
was a certain man of Zorah of the family of the Danites, and his name was
Manoah; and his wife had never given birth to a child. 3And the angel of the
Lord came to the woman, and said to her, See now! though you have never
given birth to children, you will be with child and give birth to a son. 4Now
then take care to have no wine or strong drink and to take no unclean thing
for food; 5For you arewith child andwill give birth to a son; his hair is never
to be cut, for the child is to be separate to God from his birth; and he will
take up the work of freeing Israel from the hands of the Philistines. 6 Then
the woman came in, and said to her husband, A man came to me, and his
formwas like the form of a god, causing great fear; I put no question to him
about where he came from, and he did not give me his name; 7 But he said
to me, You are with child and will give birth to a son; and now do not take
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any wine or strong drink or let anything unclean be your food; for the child
will be separate to God fromhis birth to the day of his death. 8ThenManoah
made prayer to the Lord, and said, O Lord, let the man of God whom you
sent come to us again and make clear to us what we are to do for the child
who is to come. 9 And God gave ear to the voice of Manoah; and the angel
of God came to the woman again when she was seated in the field; but her
husband Manoah was not with her. 10 So the woman, running quickly, gave
herhusband thenews, saying, I have seen themanwho came tome the other
day. 11AndManoah got up and went after his wife, and came up to the man
and said to him, Are you the man who was talking to this woman? And he
said, I am. 12 And Manoah said, Now when your words come true, what is
to be the rule for the child and what will be his work? 13 And the angel of
the Lord said toManoah, Let thewoman take note of what I have said to her.
14She is to have nothingwhich comes from the vine for her food, and let her
take no wine or strong drink or anything which is unclean; let her take care
to do all I have given her orders to do. 15AndManoah said to the angel of the
Lord, Now let us keep youwhile wemake ready a young goat for you. 16And
the angel of the Lord said to Manoah, Though you keep me I will not take
of your food; but if you will make a burned offering, let it be offered to the
Lord. For it had not come into Manoah's mind that he was the angel of the
Lord. 17 Then Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, What is your name, so
that when your words come true we may give you honour? 18But the angel
of the Lord said to him,Why are you questioningme aboutmy name, seeing
that it is a wonder? 19 SoManoah took the young goat with its meal offering,
offering it on the rock to the Lord, who did strange things. 20And when the
flamewent up to heaven from the altar, the angel of the Lord went up in the
flameof the altar,whileManoahandhiswifewere lookingon; and theywent
down on their faces to the earth. 21 But the angel of the Lord was seen no
more by Manoah and his wife. Then it was clear to Manoah that he was the
angel of the Lord. 22 And Manoah said to his wife, Death will certainly be
our fate, for it is a god whomwe have seen. 23But his wife said to him, If the
Lordwas purposing our death, hewould not have taken our burned offering
and ourmeal offering, or have given us such orders about the child. 24So the
woman gave birth to a son, and gave him the name Samson; and he became
a man and the blessing of the Lord was on him. 25And the spirit of the Lord
first came on him inMahaneh-dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol.

14
1 Now Samson went down to Timnah, and saw a woman in Timnah, of

the daughters of the Philistines; 2 And when he came back he said to his
father and mother, I have seen a woman in Timnah, of the daughters of the
Philistines: get hernowforme formywife. 3Thenhis father andmother said
to him, Is there no woman among the daughters of your relations or among
all my people, that you have to go for your wife to the Philistines, who are
without circumcision? But Samson said to his father, Get her for me, for she
is pleasing to me. 4Now his father and mother had no knowledge that this
was the purpose of the Lord, who had the destruction of the Philistines in
mind. NowthePhilistinesat that timewererulingover Israel. 5ThenSamson
went down to Timnah (and his father and hismother,) and came to the vine-
gardens of Timnah; and a young lion came rushing out at him. 6 And the
spirit of the Lord came on himwith power, and, unarmed as he was, pulling
the lion in two as one might do to a young goat, he put him to death; (but he
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said nothing to his father and mother of what he had done.) 7 So he went
down and had talkwith thewoman; and shewas pleasing to Samson. 8Then
after a time he went back to take her; and turning from the road to see the
deadbodyof the lion, he sawamass of bees in thebodyof the lion, andhoney
there. 9Andhe took thehoney inhis hand, andwent on, tasting it on theway;
andwhenhecame tohis fatherandmotherhegave some to them; butdidnot
say that he had taken the honey from the body of the lion. 10 Then Samson
went down to the woman, and made a feast there, as was the way among
young men. 11 And he took thirty friends, and they were with him. 12 And
Samson said, Now I have a hard question for you: if you are able to give me
the answer before the seven days of the feast are over, I will give you thirty
linen robes and thirty changes of clothing; 13 But if you are not able to give
me the answer, then you will have to give me thirty linen robes and thirty
changes of clothing. And they said to him, Put your hard question and let us
see what it is. 14And he said, Out of the taker of food came food, and out of
the strong came the sweet. And at the end of three days they were still not
able to give the answer. 15 So on the fourth day they said to Samson's wife,
Get from your husband the answer to his question by some trick or other,
or we will have you and your father's house burned with fire; did you get
us here to take all we have? 16Then Samson's wife, weeping over him, said,
Truly you have no love forme but only hate; you have put a hard question to
the children of my people and have not givenme the answer. And he said to
her, See, I have not given the answer even tomy father ormymother; am I to
give it to you? 17Andall the sevendays of the feast shewent onweeping over
him; and on the seventh day he gave her the answer, because she gave him
no peace; and she sentword of it to the children of her people. 18Then on the
seventhday, beforehewent into thebride's room, themenof the townsaid to
him, What is sweeter than honey? and what is stronger than a lion? And he
said to them, If youhadnot beenploughingwithmy cowyouwouldnot have
got the answer tomy question. 19And the spirit of the Lord came rushing on
him, and he went down to Ashkelon and, attacking thirty men there, took
their clothing from them, and gave it to the men who had given the answer
to his hard question. Then, full of wrath, he went back to his father's house.
20But Samson's wife was given to the friend who had been his best man.

15
1Now a short time after, at the time of the grain-cutting, Samson, taking

with him a young goat, went to see his wife; and he said, I will go in to my
wife into the bride's room. But her father would not let him go in. 2 And
her father said, It seemed to me that you had only hate for her; so I gave her
to your friend: but is not her younger sister fairer than she? so please take
her in place of the other. 3 Then Samson said to them, This time I will give
payment in full to the Philistines, for I am going to do them great evil. 4 So
Samsonwent and got three hundred foxes and some sticks of fire-wood; and
he put the foxes tail to tail with a stick between every two tails; 5Then firing
the sticks, he let the foxes loose among the uncut grain of the Philistines, and
all the corded stems as well as the living grain and the vine-gardens and the
oliveswent up in flames. 6Then the Philistines said,Whohas done this? And
they said, Samson, the son-in-law of the Timnite, because he took his wife
and gave her to his friend. So the Philistines came up and had her and her
father's house burned. 7And Samson said to them, If you go on like this, truly
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I will take my full payment from you; and that will be the end of it. 8And he
made an attack on them, driving them in uncontrolled flight, and causing
great destruction; then he went away to his safe place in the crack of the
rock at Etam. 9 Then the Philistines went and put up their tents in Judah,
all round Lehi. 10And themen of Judah said,Why have you come up against
us? And they said, We have come up to take Samson, and to do to him as he
has done to us. 11Then three thousand of themen of Judahwent down to the
crack of the rock of Etam, and said to Samson, Is it not clear to you that the
Philistines are our rulers? What is this you have done to us? And he said to
them, I only did to them as they did tome. 12Then they said to him,We have
comedown to take you and give youup into the hands of the Philistines. And
Samson said to them, Giveme your oath that youwill not make an attack on
me yourselves. 13And they said, No; we will take you and give you up into
theirhands, but trulywewill not put you todeath. Soknotting twonewcords
round him they took himup from the rock. 14Andwhen he came to Lehi, the
Philistines came out, meeting himwith loud cries; then the spirit of the Lord
came rushing on him, and the cords on his arms became like grass which
has been burned with fire, and the bands came falling off his hands. 15And
taking up the mouth-bone of an ass newly dead, which he saw by chance
on the earth, he put to death a thousand men with it. 16 And Samson said,
With a red ass's mouth-bone I have made them red with blood, with a red
ass's mouth-bone I have sent destruction on a thousandmen. 17And having
said thesewords, he let themouth-bone go out of his hand; so that placewas
named Ramath-lehi. 18After this, he was in great need of water, and crying
out to the Lord, he said, You have given this great salvation by the hand of
your servant, andnowneedofwaterwill bemydeath; and Iwill begiven into
the hands of this people who are without circumcision. 19Then Godmade a
crack in the hollow rock in Lehi andwater came out of it; and after drinking,
his spirit cameback tohimandhewas strong again; so that placewasnamed
En-hakkore; it is in Lehi to this day. 20And he was judge of Israel in the days
of the Philistines for twenty years.

16
1Now Samsonwent to Gaza, and there he saw a loose woman andwent in

to her. 2And it was said to the Gazites, Samson is here. So they went round,
watching for him all day at the doorway of the town, but at night they kept
quiet, saying, When daylight comes we will put him to death. 3And Samson
was there till the middle of the night; then he got up, and took a grip on the
doors of the town, pulling them up, together with their two supports and
their locks, andput themonhis back and took themup to the top of the hill in
front ofHebron. 4Nowafter this, hewas in lovewithawoman in thevalleyof
Sorek, named Delilah. 5And the chiefs of the Philistines came up to her, and
said to her,Make use of your power over himand seewhat is the secret of his
great strength, and howwemay get the better of him, and put bands on him,
so that we may make him feeble; and every one of us will give you eleven
hundred shekels of silver. 6So Delilah said to Samson, Make clear tome now
what is the secret of your great strength, and how you may be put in bands
and made feeble. 7And Samson said to her, If seven new bow-cords which
have never been made dry are knotted round me, I will become feeble and
will be like any other man. 8 So the chiefs of the Philistines gave her seven
new bow-cords which had never been made dry, and she had them tightly
knotted round him. 9Now she had men waiting secretly in the inner room;
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and she said to him, The Philistines are on you, Samson. And the cords were
broken by himas a twist of thread is brokenwhen touched by aflame. So the
secret of his strength did not come to light. 10 Then Delilah said to Samson,
See, you have beenmaking sport ofmewith false words; now, say truly how
may you be put in bands? 11 And he said to her, If they only put round me
new thick cords which have never been used, then I will become feeble and
will be like any otherman. 12So Delilah took new thick cords, knotting them
tightly round him, and said to him, The Philistines are on you, Samson. And
menwerewaiting secretly in the inner room. And the cordswere broken off
his arms like threads. 13 Then Delilah said to Samson, Up to now you have
made sport of me with false words; now say truly, how may you be put in
bands? And he said to her, If you get the seven twists of my hair worked
into the cloth you are making and fixed with the pin, I will become feeble
andwill be like any otherman. 14Sowhile hewas sleeping she got the seven
twists of his hair worked into her cloth and fixed with the pin, and said to
him, The Philistines are on you, Samson. Then awaking from his sleep, he
got up quickly, pulling up cloth and machine together. 15 And she said to
him, Why do you say you are my lover when your heart is not mine? Three
times you have made sport of me, and have not made clear to me the secret
of your great strength. 16 So day after day she gave him no peace, for ever
questioning him till his soul was troubled to death. 17 And opening all his
heart to her, he said to her, My head has never been touched by a blade, for
I have been separate to God from the day of my birth: if my hair is cut off,
then my strength will go from me and I will become feeble, and will be like
anyotherman. 18AndwhenDelilah saw that hehad let her see intohis heart,
she sentword to the chiefs of the Philistines saying, Comeup this time, for he
has let out all his heart to me. Then the chiefs of the Philistines came to her,
with themoney in their hands. 19And shemadehimgo to sleep onher knees;
and she sent for a man and had his seven twists of hair cut off; and while it
was being done he became feeble and his strength went from him. 20 Then
she said, The Philistines are on you, Samson. And awaking from his sleep,
he said, I will go out as at other times, shaking myself free. But he was not
conscious that theLordhadgone fromhim. 21So thePhilistines tookhimand
put out his eyes; then they took him down to Gaza, and, chaining him with
bands of brass, put him to work crushing grain in the prison-house. 22 But
the growth of his hair was starting again after it had been cut off. 23And the
chiefs of thePhilistines came together tomakea great offering toDagon their
god, and to be glad; for they said, Our god has given into our hands Samson
our hater. 24Andwhen the people saw him, they gave praise to their god; for
they said, Our god has given into our hands the onewhowas fighting against
us, whomade our countrywaste, andwho put great numbers of us to death.
25Nowwhen their heartswere full of joy, they said, Send for Samson tomake
sport for us. And they sent for Samson out of the prison-house, and hemade
sport before them; and they put himbetween the pillars. 26And Samson said
to the boy who took him by the hand, Let me put my hand on the pillars
supporting the house, so that I may put my back against them. 27Now the
house was full of men and women; and all the lords of the Philistines were
there; and about three thousandmen and womenwere on the roof, looking
on while Samsonmade sport. 28And Samson, crying out to the Lord, said, O
Lord God, do have me now in mind, and do make me strong only this once,
O God, so that I may take one last payment from the Philistines for my two
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eyes. 29Then Samson put his arms round the two middle pillars supporting
the house, putting his weight on them, on one with his right hand and on
the other with his left. 30And Samson said, Let death overtake me with the
Philistines. And he put out all his strength, and the house came down on
the chiefs and on all the people who were in it. So the dead whom he sent
to destruction by his death were more than all those on whom he had sent
destruction in his life. 31 Then his brothers and his father's people came
down and took him up and put his body to rest in the earth between Zorah
andEshtaol in the resting-place ofManoahhis father. Andhehadbeen judge
of Israel for twenty years.

17
1Now therewas aman of the hill-country of EphraimnamedMicah. 2And

he said to hismother, The elevenhundred shekels of silverwhichwere taken
fromyou, aboutwhich you took an oath and said inmyhearing, I have given
this silver to the Lord from my hand for myself, to make a pictured image
and a metal image: see, I have the silver, for I took it: so now I will give it
back to you. And hismother said, May the blessing of the Lord be onmy son.
3And he gave back the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his mother, and
his mother said, I havemade the silver holy to the Lord fromme formy son,
to make a pictured image and a metal image. 4 So he gave the silver back to
his mother. Then his mother took two hundred shekels of silver and gave
them to ametal-workerwhomade a pictured image and ametal image from
them: and it was in the house of Micah. 5And themanMicah had a house of
gods; and he made an ephod and family gods and put one of his sons in the
position of priest. 6 In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did
as seemed right to him. 7Now there was a young man living in Beth-lehem-
judah, of the family of Judah and a Levite, who was not a townsman of the
place. 8And he went away from the town of Beth-lehem-judah, looking for
somewhere to make his living-place; and on his journey he came to the hill-
country of Ephraim, to the house of Micah. 9And Micah said to him, Where
do you come from? Andhe said to him, I amaLevite fromBeth-lehem-judah,
and I am looking for a living-place. 10 Then Micah said to him, Make your
living-place with me, and be a father and a priest to me, and I will give you
ten shekels of silver a year and your clothing and food. 11And the Levite said
he would make his living-place with the man, and he became to him as one
of his sons. 12AndMicah gave the position to the Levite, and the youngman
became his priest, and was in the house of Micah. 13ThenMicah said, Now I
am certain that the Lord will do me good, seeing that the Levite has become
my priest.

18
1 In those days there was no king in Israel, and in those days the Danites

were looking for a heritage for themselves, to be their living-place; for up to
that time no distribution of land had been made to them among the tribes
of Israel. 2 So the children of Dan sent five men from among their number,
strongmen, fromZorahand fromEshtaol, to takea lookat the landandmake
a search through it; and they said to them, Go andmake a search through the
land; and they came to the hill-country of Ephraim, to the house of Micah,
where they made a stop for the night. 3When they were near the house of
Micah, hearing a voice which was not strange to them, that of the young
Levite, they went out of their road to his place, and said to him, How did
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you come here? and what are you doing in this place? and why are you
here? 4And he said to them, This is what Micah did for me, and he gave me
payment and I became his priest. 5 Then they said, Do get directions from
God for us, to see if the journey on which we are going will have a good
outcome. 6And thepriest said to them,Go inpeace: yourway is guidedby the
Lord. 7Then the five men went on their way and came to Laish and saw the
people whowere there, livingwithout thought of danger, like the Zidonians,
quiet and safe; for they had everything on earth for their needs, and they
were far from the Zidonians and had no business with Aram. 8So they came
back to their brothers in Zorah and Eshtaol, and their brothers said to them,
What news have you? 9 And they said, Up! and let us go against Laish; for
we have seen the land, and it is very good: why are you doing nothing? Do
not be slow to go in and take the land for your heritage. 10When you come
there you will come to a people living without thought of danger; and the
land is wide, and God has given it into your hands: a place where there is
everything on earth for man's needs. 11 So six hundred men of the Danites
from Zorah and Eshtaol went out armed with instruments of war. 12 And
they went up and put up their tents in Kiriath-jearim in Judah: so that place
is namedMahaneh-dan to this day. It is to thewest of Kiriath-jearim. 13From
there they went on to the hill-country of Ephraim and came to the house of
Micah. 14 Then the five men who had gone to make a search through the
country of Laish, said to their brothers, Have you knowledge that in these
houses there is an ephod and family gods and a pictured image and a metal
image? So nowyou seewhat to do. 15And turning from their road they came
to the house of the young Levite, the house of Micah, and said to him, Is it
well with you? 16And the six hundred armed men of the Danites took their
places by the doorway. 17Then the five men who had gone to make a search
through the land, went in and took the pictured image and the ephod and
the family gods and themetal image; and the priestwas by the doorwaywith
the six hundred armedmen. 18Andwhen they went into Micah's house and
took out the pictured image and the ephod and the family gods and themetal
image, the priest said to them, What are you doing? 19And they said to him,
Be quiet; say nothing, and come with us and be our father and priest; is it
better for you to be priest to one man's house or to be priest to a tribe and a
family in Israel? 20 Then the priest's heart was glad, and he took the ephod
and the family gods and the pictured image and went with the people. 21 So
they went on their way again, putting the little ones and the oxen and the
goods in front of them. 22When they had gone some way from the house
of Micah, the men from the houses near Micah's house came together and
overtook the children of Dan, 23Crying out to them. And theDanites, turning
round, said to Micah, What is your trouble, that you have taken up arms?
24 And he said, You have taken my gods which I made, and my priest, and
have goneaway;what is there formenow? Why thendoyou say tome,What
is your trouble? 25And the children of Dan said to him, Say nomore, or men
of bitter spirit may make an attack on you, causing loss of your life and the
livesofyourpeople. 26Then thechildrenofDanwenton theirway; andwhen
Micah saw that theywere stronger thanhe, hewent back tohis house. 27And
they took that whichMicah hadmade, and his priest, and came to Laish, to a
people livingquietly andwithout thought of danger, and theyput them to the
swordwithoutmercy, burning down their town. 28And they had no saviour,
because it was far from Zidon, and they had no business with Aram; and it
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was in the valley which is the property of Beth-rehob. And building up the
town again they took it for their living-place. 29And they gave the town the
name of Dan, after Dan their father, who was the son of Israel: though the
town had been named Laish at first. 30 (And the children of Dan put up the
pictured image for themselves; and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of
Moses, and his sonswere priests for the tribe of the Danites till the daywhen
the ark was taken prisoner.) 31 And they put up for themselves the image
which Micah had made, and it was there all the time that the house of God
was in Shiloh.

19
1 Now in those days, when there was no king in Israel, a certain Levite

was living in the inmost parts of the hill-country of Ephraim, and he got
for himself a servant-wife from Beth-lehem-judah. 2 And his servant-wife
was angry with him, and went away from him to her father's house at Beth-
lehem-judah, andwas there for fourmonths. 3Then her husband got up and
went after her, with the purpose of talking kindly to her, and taking her back
with him; he had with him his young man and two asses: and she took him
into her father's house, and her father, when he saw him, came forward to
him with joy. 4 And his father-in-law, the girl's father, kept him there for
three days; and they had food and drink and took their rest there. 5 Now
on the fourth day they got up early in the morning and he made ready to
go away; but the girl's father said to his son-in-law, Take a little food to keep
up your strength, and then go on yourway. 6So seating themselves they had
foodanddrink, the twoof themtogether; and thegirl's father said to theman,
If it is your pleasure, take your rest here tonight, and let your heart be glad.
7And the man got up to go away, but his father-in-law would not let him go,
so he took his rest there again for the night. 8 Then early on the morning of
the fifth day he got up to go away; but the girl's father said, Keep up your
strength; so the two of them had a meal, and the man and his woman and
his servant did not go till after the middle of the day. 9 And when they got
up to go away, his father-in-law, the girl's father, said to him, Now evening
is coming on, so do not go tonight; see, the day is almost gone; take your rest
here and let your heart be glad, and tomorrow early, go on yourway back to
your house. 10But themanwould not be kept there that night, and he got up
andwent away and came opposite to Jebus (which is Jerusalem); and he had
with him the two asses, ready for travelling, and his woman. 11When they
got near Jebus the day was far gone; and the servant said to his master, Now
let us go from our road into this town of the Jebusites and take our night's
rest there. 12 But his master said to him, We will not go out of our way into
a strange town, whose people are not of the children of Israel; but we will
go on to Gibeah. 13 And he said to his servant, Come, let us go on to one of
these places, stopping for the night in Gibeah or Ramah. 14 So they went on
theirway; and the sunwentdownwhen theywerenearGibeah in the landof
Benjamin. 15And they went off the road there with the purpose of stopping
for the night in Gibeah: and he went in, seating himself in the street of the
town, for no one took them into his house for the night. 16Nowwhen it was
evening they saw an old man coming back from his work in the fields; he
was from the hill-country of Ephraim andwas living in Gibeah: but themen
of the place were Benjamites. 17And when he saw the traveller in the street
of the town, the oldman said,Where are you going? andwhere do you come
from? 18And he said to him, We are on our way from Beth-lehem-judah to
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the inmost parts of the hill-country of Ephraim: I came from there andwent
to Beth-lehem-judah: now I am on my way back to my house, but no man
will take me into his house. 19But we have dry grass and food for our asses,
aswell as bread andwine forme, and for thewoman, and for the youngman
with us: we have noneed of anything. 20And the oldman said, Peace bewith
you; let all your needs be my care; only do not take your rest in the street.
21So he took them into his house and gave the asses food; and after washing
their feet they took food and drink. 22While they were taking their pleasure
at the meal, the good-for-nothing men of the town came round the house,
giving blows on the door; and they said to the old man, the master of the
house, Send out that man who came to your house, so that we may take our
pleasure with him. 23So theman, themaster of the house, went out to them,
and said, No, my brothers, do not this evil thing; this man has come into my
house, and you are not to do him this wrong. 24 See, here is my daughter, a
virgin, and his servant-wife: I will send them out for you to take them and
do with themwhatever you will. But do no such thing of shame to this man.
25 But the men would not give ear to him: so the man took his woman and
sent her out to them; and they took her by force, using her for their pleasure
all night till the morning; and when dawn came they let her go. 26 Then at
the dawn of day thewoman came, and, falling down at the door of theman's
house where her master was, was stretched there till it was light. 27 In the
morning her master got up, and opening the door of the house went out to
go on hisway; and he sawhis servant-wife stretched on the earth at the door
of the house with her hands on the step. 28And he said to her, Get up and let
us be going; but there was no answer; so he took her up and put her on the
ass, andwent on hisway and came to his house. 29Andwhen he had come to
his house, he got his knife, and took thewoman, cutting her up bone by bone
into twelve parts, which he sent through all Israel. 30And he gave orders to
the men whom he sent, saying, This is what you are to say to all the men of
Israel, Has ever an act like this been done from the daywhen the children of
Israel cameout of Egypt to this day? Give thought to it, turning it over in your
minds, and give your opinion of it.

20
1Thenall the childrenof Israel tookuparms, and thepeople came together

like one man, from Dan to Beer-sheba, and the land of Gilead, before the
Lord at Mizpah. 2And the chiefs of the people, out of all the tribes of Israel,
took their places in themeeting of the people of God, four hundred thousand
footmen armedwith swords. 3 (Now the children of Benjamin hadword that
the children of Israel had goneup toMizpah.) And the children of Israel said,
Make clear how this evil thing took place. 4Then the Levite, the husband of
the dead woman, said in answer, I came to Gibeah in the land of Benjamin,
I andmy servant-wife, for the purpose of stopping there for the night. 5And
the townsmen of Gibeah came together against me, going round the house
on all sides by night; it was their purpose to putme to death, andmy servant-
wife was violently used by them and is dead. 6 So I took her, cutting her into
parts which I sent through all the country of the heritage of Israel: for they
have done an act of shame in Israel. 7Here you all are, you children of Israel;
give now your suggestions about what is to be done. 8 Then all the people
got up as one man and said, Not one of us will go to his tent or go back to
his house: 9But this is what we will do to Gibeah: we will go up against it by
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the decision of the Lord; 10And we will take ten men out of every hundred,
through all the tribes of Israel, a hundred out of every thousand, a thousand
out of every ten thousand, to get food for the people, so that they may give
to Gibeah of Benjamin the right punishment for the act of shame they have
done in Israel. 11 So all the men of Israel were banded together against the
town, united like one man. 12And the tribes of Israel sent men through all
the tribe of Benjamin saying, What is this evil which has been done among
you? 13 Now give up those good-for-nothing persons in Gibeah so that we
may put them to death, clearing away the evil from Israel. But the children
of Benjaminwould not give ear to the voice of their brothers, the children of
Israel. 14And the children of Benjamin came together from all their towns
to Gibeah, to go to war with the children of Israel. 15 And the children of
Benjaminwho came that day from the townswere twenty-six thousandmen
armed with swords, in addition to the people of Gibeah, numbering seven
hundred of the best fighting-men, 16Who were left-handed, able to send a
stone at a hair without error. 17And the men of Israel, other than Benjamin,
were four hundred thousand in number, all armed with swords; they were
all men of war. 18 And they got up and went up to Beth-el to get directions
from God, and the children of Israel said, Who is to be the first to go up
to the fight against the children of Benjamin? And the Lord said, Judah is
to go up first. 19 So the children of Israel got up in the morning and put
themselves in position against Gibeah. 20 And the men of Israel went out
to war against Benjamin (and the men of Israel put their forces in fighting
order against them at Gibeah). 21 Then the children of Benjamin came out
from Gibeah, cutting down twenty-two thousand of the Israelites that day.
22 But the people, the men of Israel, taking heart again, put their forces in
order and tookup the sameposition as on thefirst day. 23Now the childrenof
Israelwentup,weepingbefore theLord till evening, requesting theLordand
saying, Am I to go forward again to thefight against the children of Benjamin
my brother? And the Lord said, Go up against him. 24 So the children of
Israel went forward against the children of Benjamin the second day. 25And
the second day Benjamin went out against them from Gibeah, cutting down
eighteen thousand men of the children of Israel, all swordsmen. 26 Then all
the children of Israel, and all the people, went up to Beth-el, weeping and
waiting there before the Lord, going without food all day till evening, and
offering burned offerings and peace-offerings before the Lord. 27 And the
children of Israel made request to the Lord, (for the ark of the agreement of
the Lordwas there in those days, 28And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son
of Aaron,was in his place before it,) and said, Am I still to go onwith the fight
against the children of Benjamin my brother, or am I to give it up? And the
Lord said, Go on; for tomorrow I will give him into your hands. 29 So Israel
put men secretly all round Gibeah tomake a surprise attack on it. 30And the
children of Israel went up against the children of Benjamin on the third day,
and put themselves in fighting order against Gibeah as before. 31 And the
children of Benjamin went out against the people, moving away from the
town; and as before, at their first attack, they put to death about thirty men
of Israel on the highways, of which one goes up to Beth-el and the other to
Gibeah, and in the open country. 32And the children of Benjamin said, They
are givingwaybefore us as at first. But the children of Israel said, Let us go in
flight and get them away from the town, into the highways. 33So all themen
of Israel got upandput themselves infighting order at Baal-tamar: and those
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who had been waiting secretly to make a surprise attack came rushing out
of their place on the west of Geba. 34And they came in front of Gibeah, ten
thousand of the bestmen in all Israel, and the fighting becamemore violent;
but the children of Benjamin were not conscious that evil was coming on
them. 35Then the Lord sent sudden fear on Benjamin before Israel; and that
day the children of Israel put to death twenty-five thousand, one hundred
men of Benjamin, all of them swordsmen. 36 So the children of Benjamin
saw that they were overcome: and the men of Israel had given way before
Benjamin, putting their faith in thewatcherswhowere tomake the surprise
attack on Gibeah. 37And the watchers, rushing on Gibeah and overrunning
it, put all the town to the swordwithoutmercy. 38Nowthe signfixedbetween
the men of Israel and those making the surprise attack was that when they
madeapillarof smokegoup fromthe town, 39Themenof Israelwere tomake
a turnabout in thefight. AndBenjaminhadovercomeandput todeathabout
thirty of the men of Israel, and were saying, Certainly they are falling back
before us as in the first fight. 40Then the sign went up out of the town in the
pillar of smoke, and the Benjamites, turning back, saw all the town going up
in smoke to heaven. 41 And the men of Israel had made a turn about, and
the men of Benjamin were overcome with fear, for they saw that evil had
overtaken them. 42 So turning their backs on the men of Israel, they went
in the direction of the waste land; but the fight overtook them; and those
who came out of the town were heading them off and putting them to the
sword. 43And crushing Benjamin down, they went after them, driving them
from Nohah as far as the east side of Gibeah. 44 Eighteen thousand men of
Benjamin came to their death, all strong men of war. 45 And turning, they
went in flight to the rock of Rimmon in the waste land: and on the highways
five thousand of them were cut off by the men of Israel, who, pushing on
hard after them to Geba, put to death two thousand more. 46 So twenty-
five thousand of the swordsmen of Benjamin came to their end that day, all
strongmenofwar. 47But six hundredmen, turningback,went inflight to the
rockofRimmon in thewaste land, andwere living on the rockofRimmon for
four months. 48And the men of Israel, turning again against the children of
Benjamin, put to the sword without mercy all the towns and the cattle and
everything there was, burning every townwhich came into their hands.

21
1Now themen of Israel had taken an oath inMizpah, saying, Not one of us

will give his daughter as a wife to Benjamin. 2And the people came to Beth-
el, waiting there till evening before God, and gave themselves up to bitter
weeping. 3And they said, O Lord, the God of Israel, why has this fate come
on Israel, that today one tribe has been cut off from Israel? 4 Then on the
day after, the people got up early and made an altar there, offering burned
offerings and peace-offerings. 5And the children of Israel said, Who is there
among all the tribes of Israel, who did not comeup to the Lord at themeeting
of all Israel? For they had taken a great oath that whoever did not come up
to Mizpah to the Lord was to be put to death. 6 And the children of Israel
were moved with pity for Benjamin their brother, saying, Today one tribe
has been cut off from Israel. 7What are we to do about wives for those who
are still living? For we have taken an oath by the Lord that we will not give
them our daughters for wives. 8 And they said, Which one of the tribes of
Israel did not come up to Mizpah to the Lord? And it was seen that no one
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had come from Jabesh-gilead to the meeting. 9 For when the people were
numbered, not onemanof thepeopleof Jabesh-gileadwaspresent. 10So they
(the meeting) sent twelve thousand of the best fighting-men, and gave them
orders, saying, Go and put the people of Jabesh-gilead to the sword without
mercy, with their women and their little ones. 11 And this is what you are
to do: every male, and every woman who has had sex relations with a man,
you are to put to the curse, but you are to keep safe the virgins. And they
did so. 12Now there were among the people of Jabesh-gilead four hundred
young virgins who had never had sex relations with a man; these they took
to their tents in Shiloh in the land of Canaan. 13And all the meeting sent to
themen of Benjaminwhowere in the rock of Rimmon, offering them peace.
14 Then Benjamin came back; and they gave them the women whom they
had kept fromdeath among thewomen of Jabesh-gilead: but still therewere
not enough for them. 15And the people weremovedwith pity for Benjamin,
because the Lord had let his wrath loose on the tribes of Israel. 16 Then the
responsible men of the meeting said, What are we to do about wives for the
rest of them, seeing that the women of Benjamin are dead? 17And they said,
How is the rest of Benjamin to be given offspring so that one tribe of Israel
may not be put out of existence, 18 Seeing that we may not give them our
daughters as wives? For the children of Israel had taken an oath, saying,
Cursed is he who gives a wife to Benjamin. 19And they said, See, every year
there is a feast of the Lord in Shiloh, which is to the north of Beth-el, on the
east side of the highway which goes up from Beth-el to Shechem, and on
the south of Lebonah. 20And they said to the men of Benjamin, Go into the
vine-gardens,waiting there secretly, 21Andwatching; and if thedaughters of
Shiloh come out to take part in the dances, then come from the vine-gardens
and takeawife for everyoneof you fromamong thedaughters of Shiloh, and
go back to the land of Benjamin. 22Andwhen their fathers or their brothers
come and make trouble, you are to say to them, Give them to us as an act
of grace; for we did not take them as wives for ourselves in war; and if you
yourselves had given them to us you would have been responsible for the
brokenoath. 23So themenofBenjamindid this, andgotwives for themselves
for every one of their number, taking them away by force from the dance;
then they went back to their heritage, building up their towns and living in
them. 24Then the children of Israel went away from there, every man to his
tribe and his family, every man went back to his heritage. 25 In those days
there was no king in Israel: everyman did what seemed right to him.
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The Book of
Ruth

1Now there came a time, in the days of the judges, when therewas no food
in the land. And a certainmanwent fromBeth-lehem-judah, he and hiswife
and his two sons, to make a living-place in the country of Moab. 2 And the
name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife Naomi, and the
name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Beth-lehem-judah.
And they came into the countryofMoab, andwere there for some time. 3And
Elimelech, Naomi's husband, came to his end; and only her two sons were
with her. 4 And they took two women of Moab as their wives: the name of
the one was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth; and they went on living
there for about ten years. 5And Mahlon and Chilion came to their end; and
the woman was without her two sons and her husband. 6 So she and her
daughters-in-law got ready to go back from the country of Moab, for news
hadcome toher in the countryofMoab that theLord, inmercy forhis people,
had given them food. 7And shewent out of the placewhere shewas, and her
two daughters-in-lawwith her; and they went on their way to go back to the
land of Judah. 8AndNaomi said to her twodaughters-in-law, Goback to your
mothers' houses: may the Lord be good to you as you have been good to the
dead and tome: 9May the Lord give you rest in the houses of your husbands.
Then she gave them a kiss; and they were weeping bitterly. 10And they said
to her, No, butwewill go backwith you to your people. 11But Naomi said, Go
back, my daughters; why will you come with me? Have I more sons in my
body, to become your husbands? 12Go back, my daughters, and go on your
way; I am so old now that I may not have another husband. If I said, I have
hopes, if I had a husband tonight, and might have sons, 13Would you keep
yourselves till theywereoldenough? wouldyoukeep fromhavinghusbands
for them? No, my daughters; but I am very sad for you that the hand of the
Lord is against me. 14 Then again they were weeping; and Orpah gave her
mother-in-law a kiss, but Ruth would not be parted from her. 15And Naomi
said, See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods: go
back after your sister-in-law. 16 But Ruth said, Give up requesting me to go
away from you, or to go back without you: for where you go I will go; and
where you take your rest I will take my rest; your people will be my people,
and your God my God. 17Wherever death comes to you, death will come to
me, and there will be my last resting-place; the Lord do so to me and more
if we are parted by anything but death. 18And when she saw that Ruth was
strong in her purpose to go with her she said nomore. 19 So the two of them
went on till they came to Beth-lehem. Andwhen they came to Beth-lehemall
the town was moved about them, and they said, Is this Naomi? 20 And she
said to them, Do not let my name be Naomi, butMara, for the Ruler of all has
givenme a bitter fate. 21 I went out full, and the Lord has sentme back again
with nothing; why do you giveme the nameNaomi, seeing that the Lord has
given witness against me, and the Ruler of all has sent sorrow on me? 22 So
Naomi came back out of the country of Moab, and Ruth the Moabitess, her
daughter-in-law, with her; and they came to Beth-lehem in the first days of
the grain-cutting.
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2
1And Naomi had a relation of her husband, aman of wealth, of the family

of Elimelech; and his name was Boaz. 2 And Ruth the Moabitess said to
Naomi,Nowletmego into thefieldand takeup theheadsof grainafterhimin
whose eyes Imay have grace. And she said to her, Go,my daughter. 3And she
went, and came and took up the heads of grain in the field after the cutters;
and by chance she went into that part of the field which was the property
of Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. 4 And Boaz came from Beth-
lehem, and said to the grain-cutters, The Lord be with you. And they made
answer, The Lord give you his blessing. 5Then Boaz said to his servant who
was in authority over the cutters, Whose girl is this? 6And the servant who
was inauthority over the cutters said, It is aMoabite girlwhocamebackwith
Naomi out of the country ofMoab; 7And she said tome, Letme come into the
grain-field and take up the grain after the cutters. So she came, and has been
here from morning till now, without resting even for a minute. 8 Then said
Boaz to Ruth, Give ear to me, my daughter: do not go to take up the grain
in another field, or go away from here, but keep here by my young women:
9Keep your eyes on the field they are cutting, and go after them; have I not
given orders to the young men not to put a hand on you? And when you
are in need of drink go to the vessels and take of what the young men have
put there. 10 Then she went down on her face to the earth, and said to him,
Why have I grace in your eyes, that you give attention to me, seeing I am
from a strange people? 11And Boaz answering said to her, I have had news
of everything you have done for your mother-in-law after the death of your
husband; how you went away from your father and mother and the land of
your birth, and came to apeoplewhoare strange to you. 12TheLord give you
a reward for what you have done, and may a full reward be given to you by
the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take cover.
13Then she said, May I have grace in your eyes, my lord, for you have given
me comfort, and you have said kind words to your servant, though I am not
like one of your servants. 14And at meal-time Boaz said to her, Come here,
and take some of the bread, and put your bit into thewine. And she took her
seat among the grain-cutters: and he gave her dry grain, and she took it, and
therewasmore than enough for hermeal. 15Andwhen she got ready to take
up the grain, Boaz gave his young men orders, saying, Let her take it even
from among the cut grain, and say nothing to her. 16And let some heads of
grain be pulled out of what has been corded up, and dropped for her to take,
and let no sharp word be said to her. 17 So she went on getting together the
headsof grain till evening; andafter crushingout the seed it came toaboutan
ephah of grain. 18And she took it up and went into the town; and she let her
mother-in-law see what she had got, and after taking enough for herself she
gave her the rest. 19And her mother-in-law said to her, Where did you take
up the grain today, and where were you working? May a blessing be on him
who gave such attention to you. And she gave hermother-in-law an account
of where she had been working, and said, The name of the man with whom
I was working today is Boaz. 20And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, May
theblessingof theLord,whohas at all timesbeenkind to the living and to the
dead, be on him. And Naomi said to her, Theman is of our family, one of our
near relations. 21 And Ruth the Moabitess said, Truly, he said to me, Keep
near my young men till all my grain is cut. 22 And Naomi said to Ruth, her
daughter-in-law, It is better, my daughter, for you to go out with his servant-
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girls, so that no dangermay come to you in another field. 23So she kept near
the servant-girls of Boaz to take up the grain till the cutting of the early grain
and the cutting of the late grainwere ended; and shewent on livingwith her
mother-in-law.

3
1And Naomi, her mother-in-law, said to her, My daughter, am I not to get

you a resting-place where you may be in comfort? 2 And now, is there not
Boaz, our relation, with whose young women you were? See, tonight he is
separating the grain from the waste in his grain-floor. 3 So take a bath, and,
after rubbing your body with sweet oil, put on your best robe, and go down
to the grain-floor; but do not let him see you till he has come to the end of his
meal. 4But see to it,whenhegoes to rest, thatyou takenoteof theplacewhere
he is sleeping, and go in there, and, uncovering his feet, take your place by
him; and he will say what you are to do. 5And she said, I will do all you say.
6So she went down to the grain-floor and did all hermother-in-law had said
to her. 7Now when Boaz had taken meat and drink, and his heart was glad,
he went to take his rest at the end of the mass of grain; then she came softly
and, uncovering his feet, went to rest. 8Now in the middle of the night, the
man awaking from his sleep in fear, and lifting himself up, saw a woman
stretched at his feet. 9And he said, Who are you? And she answering said, I
am your servant Ruth: take your servant aswife, for you are a near relation.
10And he said, May the Lord give you his blessing, my daughter: even better
thanwhat you did at the first is this last kind act you have done, in not going
after youngmen, with or without wealth. 11And now, my daughter, have no
fear; I will do for you whatever you say: for it is clear to all my townspeople
that you are a woman of virtue. 12Now it is true that I am a near relation:
but there is a relation nearer than I. 13Take your rest here tonight; and in the
morning, if he will do for you what it is right for a relation to do, very well,
let him do so: but if he will not, then by the living Lord I myself will do so.
14 And she took her rest at his feet till the morning: and she got up before
it was light enough for one to see another. And he said, Let it not come to
anyone's knowledge that the woman came to the grain-floor. 15And he said,
Take your robe, stretching it out in your hands: and she did so, and he took
six measures of grain and put them into it, and gave it her to take: and she
went back to the town. 16And when she came back her mother-in-law said
to her, How did it go with you, my daughter? And she gave her an account of
all the man had done to her. 17And she said, He gave me these six measures
of grain, saying, Do not go back to your mother-in-law with nothing in your
hands. 18Then she said, Do nothing now, my daughter, till you see what will
come of this; for themanwill take no rest till he has put this thing through.

4
1And Boazwent up to the public place of the town, and took his seat there:

and thenear relationofwhomhehadbeen talking cameby; andBoaz, crying
out to him by name, said, Come and be seated here. And he came and was
seated. 2 Then he got ten of the responsible men of the town, and said, Be
seated here. And they took their seats. 3 Then he said to the near relation,
Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, is offering for a price
that bit of land which was our brother Elimelech's: 4And it was in mymind
to give you the chance of taking it, with the approval of those seatedhere and
of the responsible men of my people. If you are ready to do what it is right
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for a relation to do, then do it: but if you will not do it, say so to me now; for
there is no one who has the right to do it but you, and after you myself. And
he said, I will do it. 5 Then Boaz said, On the day when you take this field,
youwill have to takewith it Ruth, theMoabitess, thewife of the dead, so that
you may keep the name of the dead living in his heritage. 6 And the near
relation said, I am not able to do the relation's part, for fear of damaging the
heritage I have: you may do it in my place, for I am not able to do it myself.
7Now, in earlier times this was the way in Israel when property was taken
over by a near relation, or when there was a change of owner. To make the
exchange certain oneman took off his shoe and gave it to the other; and this
wasawitness in Israel. 8So thenear relation said toBoaz, Take it for yourself.
And he took off his shoe. 9 Then Boaz said to the responsible men and to all
the people, You are witnesses today that I have taken at a price from Naomi
all the property which was Elimelech's, and everything which was Chilion's
andMahlon's. 10And, further, I have taken Ruth, theMoabitess, whowas the
wife ofMahlon, to bemywife, to keep the name of the deadman living in his
heritage, so that his name may not be cut off from among his countrymen,
and from the memory of his town: you are witnesses this day. 11And all the
people who were in the public place, and the responsible men, said, We are
witnesses. May the Lord make this woman, who is about to come into your
house, like Rachel and Leah, which two were the builders of the house of
Israel: and may you have wealth in Ephrathah, and be great in Beth-lehem;
12May your family be like the family of Perez, the son whom Tamar gave to
Judah, fromtheoffspringwhich theLordmaygiveyouby this youngwoman.
13So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife; and he went in to her, and the
Lordmade herwith child and she gave birth to a son. 14And thewomen said
to Naomi, A blessing on the Lord, who has not let you be this day without a
near relation, and may his name be great in Israel. 15He will be a giver of
new life to you, and your comforter when you are old, for your daughter-in-
law,who, inher love for you, is better than seven sons, has givenbirth tohim.
16AndNaomi took the child andputher arms round it, and she took care of it.
17And the women who were her neighbours gave it a name, saying, Naomi
has a child; and they gave him the name of Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the
father of David. 18Now these are the generations of Perez: Perez became the
father ofHezron; 19AndHezron became the father of Ram, andRambecame
the fatherofAmminadab; 20AndAmminadabbecame the fatherofNahshon,
andNahshonbecame the father of Salmon; 21AndSalmonbecame the father
of Boaz, and Boaz became the father of Obed; 22AndObed became the father
of Jesse, and Jesse became the father of David.
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The First Book of Samuel
1Now therewas a certainman of Ramathaim, a Zuphite of the hill-country

of Ephraim, named Elkanah; he was the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu,
the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite: 2 And he had two wives,
one named Hannah and the other Peninnah: and Peninnah was the mother
of children, but Hannah had no children. 3Now this man went up from his
town every year to give worship and tomake offerings to the Lord of armies
in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the
Lord, were there. 4Andwhen the day came for Elkanah tomake his offering,
he gave to Peninnah his wife, and to all her sons and daughters, their part of
the feast: 5 But to Hannah he gave one part, though Hannah was very dear
to him, but the Lord had not let her have children. 6And the other wife did
everything possible to make her unhappy, because the Lord had not let her
have children; 7And year by year, whenever she went up to the house of the
Lord, she kept on attacking her, so that Hannah gave herself up to weeping
and would take no food. 8 Then her husband Elkanah said to her, Hannah,
why are you weeping? and why are you taking no food? why is your heart
troubled? am I notmore to you than ten sons? 9So after they had taken food
and wine in the guest room, Hannah got up. Now Eli the priest was seated
by the pillars of the doorway of the Temple of the Lord. 10And with grief in
her soul, weeping bitterly, shemade her prayer to the Lord. 11And shemade
an oath, and said, O Lord of armies, if you will truly take note of the sorrow
of your servant, not turning away fromme but keepingme inmind, andwill
givemeaman-child, then Iwill givehimto theLordall thedaysofhis life, and
his hair will never be cut. 12Nowwhile she was a long time in prayer before
theLord, Eliwaswatchinghermouth. 13ForHannah's prayer came fromher
heart, and though her lips were moving she made no sound: so it seemed to
Eli that shewas overcomewithwine. 14AndEli said to her, How long are you
going to be the worse for drink? Put away the effects of your wine from you.
15AndHannah, answeringhim, said, No,my lord, I amawomanwhose spirit
is brokenwith sorrow: I havenot takenwine or strongdrink, but I havebeen
opening my heart before the Lord. 16Do not take your servant to be a good-
for-nothingwoman: formywordshave come frommystored-up sorrowand
pain. 17Then Eli said to her, Go in peace: and may the God of Israel give you
an answer to the prayer you have made to him. 18 And she said, May your
servant have grace in your eyes. So the woman went away, and took part in
the feast, and her face was no longer sad. 19And early in the morning they
got up, and after worshipping before the Lord they went back to Ramah, to
their house: and Elkanah had connection with his wife; and the Lord kept
her in mind. 20 Now the time came when Hannah, being with child, gave
birth to a son; and she gave him the name Samuel, Because, she said, I made
a prayer to the Lord for him. 21And themanElkanahwith all his familywent
up tomake the year's offering to the Lord, and to give effect to his oath. 22But
Hannah did not go, for she said to her husband, I will not go till the child has
been taken from the breast, and then I will take him with me and put him
before the Lord, where hemay be for ever. 23And her husband Elkanah said
to her, Do whatever seems right to you, but not till you have taken him from
thebreast; onlymay theLorddo as hehas said. So thewoman,waiting there,
gave her sonmilk till he was old enough to be taken from the breast. 24Then



1 Samuel 1:25 274 1 Samuel 2:20

when shehaddone so, she tookhimwith her,with a three-year old ox and an
ephah of meal and a skin full of wine, and took him to the house of the Lord
at Shiloh: now the child was still very young. 25 And when they had made
an offering of the ox, they took the child to Eli. 26And she said, Omy lord, as
your soul is living, my lord, I am that woman who was making a prayer to
the Lord here by your side: 27My prayer was for this child; and the Lord has
given him tome in answer tomy request: 28So I have given him to the Lord;
for all his life he is the Lord's. Then he gave the Lord worship there.

2
1AndHannah, in prayer before the Lord, said,Myheart is glad in the Lord,

my horn is lifted up in the Lord: my mouth is open wide over my haters;
becausemy joy is in your salvation. 2No other is holy as the Lord, for there is
no other God but you: there is no Rock like our God. 3 Say no more words of
pride; let not uncontrolled sayings come out of your mouths: for the Lord
is a God of knowledge, by him acts are judged. 4 The bows of the men of
war are broken, and the feeble are clothed with strength. 5Those who were
full are offering themselves as servants for bread; those who were in need
are at rest; truly, she who had no children has become the mother of seven;
and she who had a family is wasted with sorrow. 6 The Lord is the giver of
death and life: sending men down to the underworld and lifting them up.
7 The Lord gives wealth and takes a man's goods from him: crushing men
down and again lifting them up; 8 Lifting the poor out of the dust, and him
who is in need out of the lowest place, to give them their place among rulers,
and for their heritage the seat of glory: for the pillars of the earth are the
Lord's and he has made them the base of the world. 9He will keep the feet
of his holy ones, but the evil-doers will come to their end in the dark night,
for by strength no man will overcome. 10 Those who make war against the
Lord will be broken; against them he will send his thunder from heaven:
the Lord will be judge of the ends of the earth, he will give strength to his
king, lifting up the horn of him on whom the holy oil has been put. 11 Then
Elkanah went to Ramah to his house. And the child became the servant of
the Lord under the direction of Eli the priest. 12 Now the sons of Eli were
evil and good-for-nothingmen, having no knowledge of the Lord. 13And the
priests' way with the people was this: when any man made an offering, the
priest's servant camewhile the fleshwas being cooked, having in his hand a
meat-hookwith three teeth; 14This he put into the pot, and everythingwhich
came up on the hook the priest took for himself. This they did in Shiloh to
all the Israelites who came there. 15And more than this, before the fat was
burned, thepriest's servantwould comeand say to themanwhowasmaking
the offering, Give me some of the flesh to be cooked for the priest; he has no
taste for meat cooked in water, but would have you give it uncooked. 16And
if the man said to him, First let the fat be burned, then take as much as you
will; then the servantwould say, No, youare to give it tomenow, or Iwill take
it by force. 17And the sin of these youngmenwas very great before the Lord;
for they gave no honour to the Lord's offerings. 18But Samuel did the work
of the Lord's house, while he was a child, dressed in a linen ephod. 19 And
his mother made him a little robe and took it to him every year when she
came with her husband for the year's offering. 20 And every year Eli gave
Elkanah and his wife a blessing, saying, May the Lord give you offspring by
this woman in exchange for the child you have given to the Lord. And they
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went back to their house. 21 And the Lord had mercy on Hannah and she
gave birth to three sons and two daughters. And the young Samuel became
older before the Lord. 22Now Eli was very old; and he had news from time
to time of what his sons were doing to all Israel. 23And he said to them,Why
are you doing such things? for from all this people I get accounts of your
evil ways. 24No, my sons, the account which is given me, which the Lord's
people are sending about, is not good. 25 If one man does wrong to another,
God will be his judge: but if a man's sin is against the Lord, who will take up
his cause? But they gave no attention to the voice of their father, for it was
the Lord's purpose to send destruction on them. 26 And the young Samuel,
becoming older, had the approval of the Lord and of men. 27And a man of
God came to Eli and said to him, The Lord says, Did I let myself be seen by
your father's people when they were in Egypt, servants in Pharaoh's house?
28Did I takehimout of all the tribes of Israel tobemypriest and to goup tomy
altar tomake the smoke of the offerings go up and to take up the ephod? Did
I give to your father's family all the offerings made by fire by the children of
Israel? 29Why then are you lookingwith envy onmyofferings ofmeat and of
meal whichwere ordered bymyword, honouring your sons beforeme, and
making yourselves fat with all the best of the offerings of Israel, my people?
30 For this reason the Lord God of Israel has said, Truly I did say that your
family and your father's people would have their place before me for ever:
but now the Lord says, Let it not be so; I will give honour to those by whom
I am honoured, and those who have no respect for mewill be of small value
in my eyes. 31 See, the days are coming when your arm and the arm of your
father's people will be cut off; 32And never againwill there be an oldman in
your family. 33 But one man of your family will not be cut off by my hand,
and his eyes will be made dark, and grief will be in his heart: and all the
offspring of your family will come to their end by the sword of men. 34And
this will be the sign to you, which will come on Hophni and Phinehas, your
sons; death will overtake them on the same day. 35 And I will make a true
priest for myself, one whowill do what is inmy heart and inmymind: and I
will make for him a family which will not come to an end; and his place will
be before my holy one for ever. 36Then it will be that the rest of your family,
anyonewhohas not been cut off,will go downonhis knees to him for a bit of
silver or a bit of bread, and say, Be pleased to put me into one of the priest's
places so that I may have a little food.

3
1Now the young Samuel was the servant of the Lord before Eli. In those

days theLordkepthisword secret frommen; therewasnoopenvision. 2And
at that time, when Eli was resting in his place, (now his eyes were becoming
cloudedso thathewasnotable to see,) 3And the lightofGodwasstill burning,
while Samuel was sleeping in the Temple of the Lord where the ark of God
was, 4Thevoice of theLord said Samuel's name; andhe said, Here am I. 5And
running toEli he said, Here am I, for you saidmyname. AndEli said, I didnot
say your name; go to your rest again. So hewent back to his bed. 6And again
the Lord said, Samuel. And Samuel got up andwent to Eli and said, Here am
I; for you certainly said my name. But he said in answer, I said nothing, my
son; go to your rest again. 7Nowat that timeSamuel hadnoknowledge of the
Lord, and the revelation of the word of the Lord had not come to him. 8And
for the third time the Lord said Samuel's name. And he got up and went to
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Eli and said, Here am I; for you certainly said my name. Then it was clear
to Eli that the voice which had said the child's name was the Lord's. 9 So Eli
said to Samuel, Go back: and if the voice comes again, let your answer be,
Say on, Lord; for the ears of your servant are open. So Samuel went back to
his bed. 10 Then the Lord came and said as before, Samuel, Samuel. Then
Samuel made answer, Say on, Lord; for the ears of your servant are open.
11 And the Lord said to Samuel, See, I will do a thing in Israel at which the
ears of everyone hearing of it will be burning. 12 In that day I will do to Eli
everything which I have said about his family, from first to last. 13And you
are to say tohim that Iwill sendpunishment onhis family for ever, for the sin
which he had knowledge of; because his sons have been cursing God and he
had no control over them. 14 So I have made an oath to the family of Eli that
no offering of meat or of meal which theymaymakewill ever take away the
sin of his family. 15And Samuel kept where he was, not moving till the time
came for opening the doors of the house of God in the morning. And fear
kept him from giving Eli an account of his vision. 16 Then Eli said, Samuel,
my son. And Samuel answering said, Here am I. 17 And he said, What did
the Lord say to you? Do not keep it from me: may God's punishment be on
you if you keep from me anything he said to you. 18 Then Samuel gave him
an account of everything, keeping nothing back. And he said, It is the Lord;
let him do what seems good to him. 19 And Samuel became older, and the
Lord was with him and let not one of his words be without effect. 20And it
was clear to all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba that Samuel had beenmade a
prophet of the Lord. 21And the Lord was seen again in Shiloh; for the Lord
gave to Samuel in Shiloh the revelation of his word.

4
1Nowat that time thePhilistines came together tomakewar against Israel,

and the men of Israel went out to war against the Philistines and took up
their position at the side of Eben-ezer: and the Philistines put their forces
in position in Aphek. 2And the Philistines put their forces in order against
Israel, and the fightingwas hard, and Israelwas overcomeby the Philistines,
who put to the sword about four thousand of their army in the field. 3And
when the people came back to their tents, the responsiblemen of Israel said,
Why has the Lord let the Philistines overcome us today? Let us get the ark of
the Lord's agreement here from Shiloh, so that it may be with us and give us
salvation from the hands of those who are against us. 4 So the people sent to
Shiloh and got the ark of the agreement of the Lord of armies whose resting-
place is between the winged ones; and Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons
of Eli, were there with the ark of God's agreement. 5 And when the ark of
the Lord's agreement came into the tent-circle, all Israel gave a great cry, so
that the earth was sounding with it. 6And the Philistines, hearing the noise
of their cry, said, What is this great cry among the tents of the Hebrews?
Then it became clear to them that the ark of the Lord had come to the tent-
circle. 7And the Philistines, full of fear, said, God has come into their tents.
And they said, Trouble is ours! for never before has such a thing been seen.
8 Trouble is ours! Who will give us salvation from the hands of these great
gods? These are the gods who sent all sorts of blows on the Egyptians in the
waste land. 9 Be strong, O Philistines, be men! Do not be servants to the
Hebrews as they have been to you: go forward to the fight without fear. 10So
the Philistines went to the fight, and Israel was overcome, and every man
went in flight to his tent: and great was the destruction, for thirty thousand
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footmenof Israelwereput to the sword. 11And the ark ofGodwas taken; and
Hophni and Phinehas, the sons of Eli, were put to the sword. 12And a man
of Benjamin went running from the fight and came to Shiloh the same day
with his clothing out of order and earth on his head. 13And when he came,
Eli was seated by the wayside watching: and in his heart was fear for the
ark of God. Andwhen theman came into the town and gave the news, there
was a great outcry. 14And Eli, hearing the noise and the cries, said, What is
the reason of this outcry? And the man came quickly and gave the news to
Eli. 15Now Eli was ninety-eight years old, and his eyes were fixed so that he
was not able to see. 16And the man said to Eli, I have come from the army
and have come in flight today from the fight. And he said, How did it go, my
son? 17And theman said, Israel went in flight from the Philistines, and there
has been great destruction among the people, and your two sons, Hophni
and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God has been taken. 18And at these
words about the ark of God, Eli, falling back off his seat by the side of the
doorway into the town, came down on the earth so that his neckwas broken
and death overtook him, for he was an old man and of great weight. He
had been judging Israel for forty years. 19And his daughter-in-law, the wife
of Phinehas, was with child and near the time when she would give birth;
and when she had the news that the ark of God had been taken and that her
father-in-law and her husband were dead, her pains came on her suddenly
and she gave birth. 20And when she was very near death the women who
were with her said, Have no fear, for you have given birth to a son. But she
made no answer and gave no attention to it. 21 And she gave the child the
name of Ichabod, saying, The glory has gone from Israel: because the ark of
Godwas taken andbecause of her father-in-lawandher husband. 22And she
said, The glory is gone from Israel, for the ark of God has been taken.

5
1Now the Philistines, having taken the ark of God, took it with them from

Eben-ezer to Ashdod. 2They took the ark of God into the house of Dagon and
put it by the side of Dagon. 3Andwhen the people of Ashdod got up early on
the morning after, they saw that Dagon had come down to the earth on his
face before the ark of the Lord. And they took Dagon up and put him in his
place again. 4And when they got up early on the morning after, Dagon had
come down to the earth on his face before the ark of the Lord; and his head
andhis handswerebrokenoffon thedoorstep; only the basewas in its place.
5 So to this day no priest of Dagon, or any who come into Dagon's house, will
put his foot on the doorstep of the house of Dagon in Ashdod. 6But the hand
of the Lord was hard on the people of Ashdod and he sent disease on them
through all the country of Ashdod. 7And when the men of Ashdod saw how
it was, they said, Let not the ark of the God of Israel be with us, for his hand
is hard on us and on Dagon our god. 8 So they sent for all the lords of the
Philistines to come together there, and said, What are we to do with the ark
of the God of Israel? And their answer was, Let the ark of the God of Israel
be taken away to Gath. So they took the ark of the God of Israel away. 9But
after they had taken it away, the hand of the Lord was stretched out against
the town for its destruction: and the signs of disease came out on all themen
of the town, small and great. 10 So they sent the ark of God to Ekron. And
when the ark of God came to Ekron, the people of the townmade an outcry,
saying, They have sent the ark of the God of Israel to us for the destruction
of us and of our people. 11 So they sent and got together all the lords of the
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Philistines, and they said, Send away the ark of the God of Israel, and let it
go back to its place, so that it may not be the cause of death to us and to our
people: for there was a great fear of death through all the town; the hand of
Godwas very hard on them there. 12And thosemenwhowerenot overtaken
by death were cruelly diseased: and the cry of the townwent up to heaven.

6
1Now the ark of the Lord was in the country of the Philistines for seven

months. 2And the Philistines sent for the priests and those who were wise
in secret arts, and said to them, What are we to do with the ark of the Lord?
How are we to send it away to its place? 3 And they said, If you send away
the ark of the God of Israel, do not send it without an offering, but send him
a sin-offering with it: then you will have peace again, and it will be clear to
youwhy theweight ofhishandhasnotbeen lifted fromyou. 4Then they said,
What sin-offering are we to send to him? And they said, Five gold images of
the growths caused by your disease and five gold mice, one for every lord
of the Philistines: for the same disease came on you and on your lords. 5 So
make images of the growths caused by your disease and of the mice which
are damaging your land; and give glory to the God of Israel: it may be that
the weight of his hand will be lifted from you and from your gods and from
your land. 6Why do you make your hearts hard, like the hearts of Pharaoh
and the Egyptians? When he had made sport of them, did they not let the
people go, and they went away? 7 So now, take and make ready a new cart,
and two cows which have never come under the yoke, and have the cows
yoked to the cart, and take their young ones away from them: 8And put the
ark of the Lord on the cart, and the gold images which you are sending as a
sin-offering in a chest by its side; and send it away so that it may go. 9 If it
goes by the land of Israel to Beth-shemesh, then this great evil is his work;
but if not, thenwemay be certain that the evil was not his doing, butwas the
working of chance. 10And the men did so; they took two cows, yoking them
to the cart and shutting up their young ones in their living-place: 11And they
put the ark of the Lord on the cart and the chest with the gold images. 12And
the cows took the straightway, by the road toBeth-shemesh; theywentby the
highway, not turning to the right or to the left, and the sound of their voices
was clear on the road; and the lords of the Philistines went after them as far
as the edgeofBeth-shemesh. 13And thepeople of Beth-shemeshwere cutting
their grain in the valley, and lifting up their eyes they saw the ark and were
full of joy when they saw it. 14And the cart came into the field of Joshua the
Beth-shemite, and came to a stop there by a great stone: and cutting up the
woodof the cart theymade aburned offering of the cows to the Lord. 15Then
the Levites took down the ark of the Lord and the chest in which were the
gold images, and put them on the great stone: and themen of Beth-shemesh
madeburnedofferingsandgaveworship thatdaybefore theLord. 16And the
five lords of the Philistines, having seen it, went back to Ekron the same day.
17Now these are the gold images which the Philistines sent as a sin-offering
to the Lord; one for Ashdod, one for Gaza, one for Ashkelon, one for Gath,
one for Ekron; 18And the goldmice, one for every town of the Philistines, the
property of the five lords, walled towns as well as country places: and the
great stone where they put the ark of the Lord is still in the field of Joshua
the Beth-shemite to this day. 19But the Lord sent destruction on seventymen
of the people of Beth-shemesh for looking into the ark of the Lord; and great
was the sorrow of the people for the destructionwhich the Lord had sent on
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them. 20 And the men of Beth-shemesh said, Who is able to keep his place
before the Lord, this holy God? and towhommay he go fromus? 21And they
sent men to the people living in Kiriath-jearim, saying, The Philistines have
sent back the ark of the Lord; come and take it up to your country.

7
1 So the men of Kiriath-jearim came and took the ark of the Lord to the

houseofAbinadab inGibeah, and theymadehis sonEleazarholy andput the
ark in his care. 2And the ark was in Kiriath-jearim for a long time, as much
as twenty years: and all Israel was searching after the Lord with weeping.
3Then Samuel said to all Israel, If with all your hearts you would come back
to the Lord, then put away all the strange gods and the Astartes from among
you, and let your hearts be turned to the Lord, and be servants to him only:
and hewillmake you safe from the hands of the Philistines. 4So the children
of Israel gave up the worship of Baal and Astarte, and became worshippers
of the Lord only. 5 Then Samuel said, Let all Israel come to Mizpah and I
will make prayer to the Lord for you. 6 So they came together to Mizpah,
and got water, draining it out before the Lord, and they took no food that
day, and they said, We have done evil against the Lord. And Samuel was
judge of the children of Israel in Mizpah. 7 Now when the Philistines had
news that the children of Israel had come together at Mizpah, the lords of
the Philistines went up against Israel. And the children of Israel, hearing of
it, were full of fear. 8And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Go on crying
to the Lord our God for us to make us safe from the hands of the Philistines.
9 And Samuel took a young lamb, offering all of it as a burned offering to
the Lord; and Samuel made prayers to the Lord for Israel and the Lord gave
him an answer. 10 And while Samuel was offering the burned offering, the
Philistines camenear for the attack on Israel; but at the thunder of the Lord's
voice that day the Philistines were overcome with fear, and they gave way
before Israel. 11And themen of Israel went out fromMizpah andwent after
the Philistines, attacking them till they came under Beth-car. 12Then Samuel
took a stone and put it up between Mizpah and Jeshanah, naming it Eben-
ezer, and saying, Up to now the Lord has been our help. 13 So the Philistines
were overcome, anddidnot come into the country of Israel again: andall the
days of Samuel the hand of the Lord was against the Philistines. 14And the
townswhich the Philistines had takenwere given back to Israel, fromEkron
to Gath, and all the country round them Israel made free from the power of
the Philistines. And therewaspeace between Israel and theAmorites. 15And
Samuelwas judgeof Israel all thedaysofhis life. 16Fromyear toyearhewent
in turn to Beth-el and Gilgal and Mizpah, judging Israel in all those places.
17 And his base was at Ramah, where his house was; there he was judge of
Israel and there hemade an altar to the Lord.

8
1 Now when Samuel was old, he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The

name of his first son was Joel and the name of his second Abijah: they were
judges in Beer-sheba. 3 And his sons did not go in his ways, but moved by
the love of money took rewards, and were not upright in judging. 4 Then
all the responsible men of Israel got together and went to Samuel at Ramah,
5And said to him, See now, you are old, and your sons donot go in yourways:
give us a king now to be our judge, so that we may be like the other nations.
6But Samuel was not pleasedwhen they said to him, Give us a king to be our
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judge. And Samuel made prayer to the Lord. 7And the Lord said to Samuel,
Give ear to the voice of the people and what they say to you: they have not
been turned away from you, but they have been turned away fromme, not
desiring me to be king over them. 8As they have done from the first, from
thedaywhen I took themout of Egypt till this day, turning away frommeand
worshippingothergods, sonowtheyareacting in the sameway toyou. 9Give
ear now to their voice: but make a serious protest to them, and give them a
picture of the sort of kingwhowill be their ruler. 10And Samuel said all these
words of theLord to thepeoplewhoweredesiring aking. 11Andhe said, This
is the sort of king who will be your ruler: he will take your sons and make
them his servants, his horsemen, and drivers of his war-carriages, and they
will go running before his war-carriages; 12And hewill make them captains
of thousands and of fifties; some he will put to work ploughing and cutting
his grain andmaking his instruments ofwar and building hiswar-carriages.
13Yourdaughtershewill take tobemakersofperfumesandcooksandbread-
makers. 14 He will take your fields and your vine-gardens and your olive-
gardens, all the best of them, and give them to his servants. 15He will take
a tenth of your seed and of the fruit of your vines and give it to his servants.
16Hewill takeyourmen-servants andyour servant-girls, and thebest of your
oxen and your asses and put them to his work. 17Hewill take a tenth of your
sheep: and you will be his servants. 18 Then you will be crying out because
of your king whom you have taken for yourselves; but the Lordwill not give
you an answer in that day. 19 But the people gave no attention to the voice
of Samuel; and they said, No, but we will have a king over us, 20 So that we
may be like the other nations, and so that our king may be our judge and go
out before us to war. 21Then Samuel, after hearing all the people had to say,
went and gave an account of it to the Lord. 22And the Lord said to Samuel,
Give ear to their voice and make a king for them. Then Samuel said to the
men of Israel, Let everyman go back to his town.

9
1Now there was a man of Benjamin named Kish, the son of Abiel, the son

of Zeror, the sonofBecorath, the sonofAphiah, aBenjamite, amanofwealth.
2He had a son named Saul, a specially good-looking young man; there was
no one better-looking among the children of Israel: he was taller by a head
than any other of the people. 3Now the asses of Saul's father Kish had gone
wandering away. AndKish said to his son Saul, Take one of the servantswith
you, and get up and go in search of the asses. 4 So they went through the
hill-country of Ephraim and through the land of Shalishah, but they saw no
sign of them: then theywent through the land of Shaalim, but theywere not
there: and they went through the land of the Benjamites, but they did not
come across them. 5And when they had come to the land of Zuph, Saul said
to the servantwhowaswith him, Come, let us go back, ormy fathermay give
up caring about the asses and be troubled about us. 6But the servant said to
him, See now, in this town there is a man of God, who is highly honoured,
and everything he says comes true: let us go there now; itmay be that hewill
give us directions about our journey. 7 Then Saul said to his servant, But if
we go, what are we to take the man? all our bread is gone, and we have no
offering to take to the man of God: what are we to do? 8But the servant said
in answer, I have here a fourth part of a shekel of silver: I will give that to
theman of God, and hewill give us directions about ourway. 9 (In the past in
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Israel, whenamanwent to get directions fromGod, he said, Come let us go to
the Seer, for hewhonow is named Prophetwas in those days given the name
of Seer.) 10Then Saul said to his servant, You have said well; come, let us go.
So they went to the townwhere theman of Godwas. 11Andwhen theywere
on the way up to the town, they saw some young girls going out to get water
and said to them, Is the seer here? 12And they said, He is; in fact he is before
you: go quickly now, for he has come into the town today, for the people are
making an offering in the high place today: 13When you come into the town
you will see him straight away, before he goes up to the high place for the
feast: the people are waiting for his blessing before starting the feast, and
after that the guests will take part in it. So go up now and you will see him.
14So theywent up to the town, andwhen they came inside the town, Samuel
came face to face with them on his way to the high place. 15 Now the day
before Saul came, theword of God had come to Samuel, saying, 16Tomorrow
about this time I will send you aman from the land of Benjamin, and on him
you are to put the holy oil, making him ruler over my people Israel, and he
will make my people safe from the hands of the Philistines: for I have seen
the sorrow ofmy people, whose cry has come up tome. 17Andwhen Samuel
sawSaul, theLord said tohim, This is themanofwhomIgaveyouword! he it
iswho is tohaveauthority overmypeople. 18ThenSaul cameup toSamuel in
the doorway of the town and said, Giveme directions, if you will be so good,
to the house of the seer. 19 Then Samuel said to Saul, I am the seer; go up
beforeme to the high place and take foodwithme today: and in themorning
I will let you go, after opening to you all the secrets of your heart. 20As for
your asses which have been wandering for three days, give no thought to
them, for they have come back. And for whom are all the desired things in
Israel? are they not for you and your father's family? 21And Saul said, Am I
not aman of Benjamin, the smallest of all the tribes of Israel? andmy family
the least of the families of Benjamin? why then do you say these words to
me? 22Then Samuel took Saul andhis servant into the guest room, andmade
them take the chief place among all the guests who were there, about thirty
persons. 23And Samuel said to the cook, Give me that part which I gave you
orders to keep by you. 24 And the cook took up the leg with the fat tail on
it, and put it before Saul. And Samuel said, This is the part which has been
kept for you: take it as your part of the feast; because it has been kept for you
till the right time came and till the guestswere present. So that day Saul took
foodwith Samuel. 25Andwhen theyhad comedown from thehighplace into
the town,where a bedwasmade ready for Saul, hewent to rest. 26Andabout
dawn Samuel said to Saul on the roof, Get up so that Imay send you away. So
Saul got up, and he and Samuel went out together. 27And on their way down
to the end of the town, Samuel said to Saul, Give your servant orders to go on
in front of us, (so he went on,) but you keep here, so that I may give you the
word of God.

10
1 Then Samuel took the bottle of oil, and put the oil on his head and gave

him a kiss and said, Is not the Lord with the holy oil making you ruler over
Israel, his people? and you will have authority over the people of the Lord,
and you will make them safe from the hands of their attackers round about
them, and this will be the sign for you: 2When you have gone away from
me today, you will see two men by the resting-place of Rachel's body, in the
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land of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will say to you, The asses which you
went in search of have come back, and now your father, caring no longer
for the asses, is troubled about you, saying, What am I to do about my son?
3 Then you are to go on from there, and when you come to the oak-tree of
Tabor, youwill see threemengoingup toGod toBeth-el, onehavingwithhim
three young goats andanother three cakes of breadandanother a skin full of
wine: 4Theywill say, Peacebewith you, andwill give you two cakes of bread,
whichyouare to take from them. 5After that youwill come toGibeah, thehill
of God, where an armed force of the Philistines is stationed: and when you
come to the town, you will see a band of prophets coming down from the
high place with instruments of music before them; and they will be acting
like prophets: 6And the spirit of the Lord will come on you with power, and
youwill be acting like a prophetwith them, andwill be changed into another
man. 7Andwhen these signs come to you, see that you take the chancewhich
is offered you; for God is with you. 8 Then you are to go down before me
to Gilgal, where I will come to you, for the offering of burned offerings and
peace-offerings: go on waiting there for seven days till I come to you and
make clear to you what you have to do. 9 And it came about, that when he
went away from Samuel, God gave him a changed heart: and all those signs
took place that day. 10 And when they came to Gibeah, a band of prophets
cameface to facewithhim; and thespirit ofGodcameonhimwithpowerand
he took his place among them as a prophet. 11Now when Saul's old friends
saw him among the band of prophets, the people said to one another, What
has come to Saul, the son of Kish? Is even Saul among the prophets? 12And
one of the people of that place said in answer, And who is their father? So it
became a common saying, Is even Saul among the prophets? 13 Then going
away from the prophets, he came to the house. 14And Saul's father's brother
said to him and his servant, Where have you been? And he said, Searching
for the asses: andwhenwe saw no sign of them, we came to Samuel. 15Then
he said, And what did Samuel say to you? 16And Saul, answering him, said,
He gave us word that the asses had come back. But he said nothing to him
of Samuel's words about the kingdom. 17 Then Samuel sent for the people
to come together before the Lord at Mizpah; 18 And he said to the children
of Israel, The Lord, the God of Israel, has said, I took Israel out of Egypt, and
made you free from the hands of the Egyptians and from all the kingdoms
which kept you down: 19But today you are turned away fromyourGod, who
himself has been your saviour from all your troubles and sorrows; and you
have said to him, Put a king over us. So now, take your places before the Lord
by your tribes and by your thousands. 20 So Samuel made all the tribes of
Israel come near, and the tribe of Benjamin was taken. 21Then he made the
tribe of Benjamin come near by families, and the family of the Matrites was
taken: and from them, Saul, the son of Kish, was taken: but when they went
in search of him hewas nowhere to be seen. 22So they put another question
to the Lord, Is the man present here? And the answer of the Lord was, He
is keeping himself from view among the goods. 23 So they went quickly and
made him come out; and when he took his place among the people, he was
taller by a head than any of the people. 24And Samuel said to all the people,
Do you see the man of the Lord's selection, how there is no other like him
among all the people? And all the peoplewith loud cries said, Long life to the
king! 25Then Samuel gave the people the laws of the kingdom, writing them
in a book which he put in a safe place before the Lord. And Samuel sent all
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the people away, every man to his house. 26And Saul went to Gibeah, to his
house; and with him went the men of war whose hearts had been touched
by God. 27But certain good-for-nothing persons said, How is this man to be
our saviour? And having no respect for him, they gave him no offering.

11
1 Then about a month after this, Nahash the Ammonite came up and put

his forces in position for attacking Jabesh-gilead: and all the men of Jabesh
said to Nahash, Make an agreement with us and we will be your servants.
2 And Nahash the Ammonite said to them, I will make an agreement with
you on this condition, that all your right eyes are put out; so that I maymake
it a cause of shame to all Israel. 3 Then the responsible men of Jabesh said
to him, Give us seven days, so that we may send men to every part of Israel:
and then, if no one comes to our help, wewill come out to you. 4So they sent
representatives to Saul's townGibeah, and these gave thenews to thepeople:
and all the people gave themselves to weeping. 5Now Saul came from the
field, driving the oxenbefore him; andhe said,Whyare the peopleweeping?
And they gave him word of what the men of Jabesh had said. 6And at their
words, the spirit of God cameon Saulwith power, andhe becamevery angry.
7And he took two oxen and, cutting them up, sent them through all the land
of Israel by the hand of runners, saying, If any man does not come out after
Saul and Samuel, this will be done to his oxen. And the fear of the Lord came
on the people and they came out like oneman. 8Andhe had themnumbered
inBezek: the childrenof Israelwere threehundred thousand, and themenof
Judah thirty thousand. 9Then he said to the representatives who had come,
Say to the men of Jabesh-gilead, Tomorrow, by the time the sun is high, you
will be made safe. And the representatives came and gave the news to the
men of Jabesh; and they were glad. 10 So the men of Jabesh said, Tomorrow
we will come out to you, and you may do to us whatever seems good to you.
11 Now on the day after, Saul put the people into three bands, and in the
morning watch they came to the tents of the Ammonites, and they went on
attacking them till the heat of the day: and those who were not put to death
were put to flight in every direction, so that no two of them were together.
12And the people said to Samuel,Whowas itwho said, Is Saul to be our king?
give the men up, so that we may put them to death. 13 And Saul said, Not
a man is to be put to death today: for today the Lord has made Israel safe.
14 Then Samuel said to the people, Come, let us go to Gilgal and there make
the kingdom strong in the hands of Saul. 15 So all the people went to Gilgal;
and there in Gilgal theymade Saul king before the Lord; and peace-offerings
were offered before the Lord; and there Saul and all the men of Israel were
glad with great joy.

12
1And Samuel said to all Israel, You see that I have given ear to everything

you said to me, and have made a king over you. 2And now, see, the king is
before you: and I am old and grey-headed, andmy sons are with you: I have
been living before your eyes from my early days till now. 3Here I am: give
witness againstme before the Lord and before theman onwhomhe has put
the holy oil: whose ox or ass have I taken? towhomhave I beenuntrue? who
has been crusheddownbyme? fromwhose handhave I taken a price for the
blinding of my eyes? I will give it all back to you. 4And they said, You have
neverbeenuntrue tousor cruel tous; youhave takennothing fromanyman.
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5Thenhe said, The Lord iswitness against you, and themanonwhomhehas
put the holy oil is witness this day that you have seen no wrong in me. And
they said, He iswitness. 6And Samuel said to the people, The Lord iswitness,
who gave authority to Moses and Aaron, and who took your fathers up out
of the land of Egypt. 7Keep your places now, while I take up the argument
with you before the Lord, and give you the story of the righteousness of the
Lord, which he hasmade clear by his acts to you and to your fathers. 8When
Jacob and his sons had come into Egypt, andwere crushed by the Egyptians,
the prayers of your fathers came up to the Lord, and the Lord sent Moses
and Aaron, who took your fathers out of Egypt, and he put them into this
place. 9But they were false to the Lord their God, and he gave them up into
the hands of Sisera, captain of the army of Jabin, king of Hazor, and into the
hands of the Philistines, and into the hands of the king of Moab, who made
war against them. 10 Then crying out to the Lord, they said, We have done
evil, because we have been turned away from the Lord, worshipping the
Baals and the Astartes: but now, make us safe from those who are against
us and we will be your servants. 11 So the Lord sent Jerubbaal and Barak
and Jephthah and Samuel and took you out of the power of those who were
fighting against you on every side, andmade you safe. 12Andwhen you saw
that Nahash, the king of the Ammonites, was coming against you, you said to
me, No more of this; we will have a king for our ruler: when the Lord your
God was your king. 13Here, then, is the king marked out by you: the Lord
has put a king over you. 14 If in the fear of the Lord you are his servants,
hearing his voice andnot going against the orders of the Lord, but being true
to the Lord your God, you and the king ruling over you, then all will be well:
15But if you do not give ear to the voice of the Lord, but go against his orders,
then the hand of the Lord will be against you and against your king for your
destruction, as it was against your fathers. 16Now keep where you are and
see this great thing which the Lord will do before your eyes. 17 Is it not now
the time of the grain cutting? My cry will go up to the Lord and he will send
thunder and rain: so that you may see and be conscious of your great sin
which youhavedone in the eyes of theLord indesiring a king for yourselves.
18 So Samuel made prayer to the Lord; and the Lord sent thunder and rain
that day: and all the peoplewere in fear of the Lord and of Samuel. 19And all
the people said to Samuel, Make prayer for us to the Lord your God so that
death may not overtake us: for in addition to all our sins we have done this
evil, in desiring a king. 20Then Samuel said to the people, Have no fear: truly
youhave done evil, but do not be turned away from the Lord; be his servants
with all your heart; 21Anddonot go from the rightway turning to those false
gods in which there is no profit and no salvation, for they are false. 22 For
the Lord will not give his people up, because of the honour of his name; for
it was the Lord's pleasure to make of you a people for himself. 23And as for
me, neverwill I go against the orders of the Lord by giving upmyprayers for
you: but I will go on teaching you the good and right way. 24Only go in the
fear of theLord, andbehis true servantswith all yourheart, keeping inmind
what great things he has done for you. 25But if you still do evil, destruction
will overtake you and your king.

13
1 *** 2 And Saul took for himself three thousand men of Israel, of whom

he kept two thousand with him in Michmash and in the mountain of Beth-
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el, and a thousand were with Jonathan in Gibeah in the land of Benjamin:
the rest of the people he sent back to their tents. 3 And Jonathan made an
attack on the armed force of the Philistines stationed at Gibeah; and news
was given to the Philistines that theHebrewswere turned against them. And
Saul had a horn sounded through all the land, 4And all Israel had the news
that Saul had made an attack on the Philistines, and that Israel was bitterly
hated by the Philistines. And the people came together after Saul to Gilgal.
5 And the Philistines came together to make war on Israel, three thousand
war-carriages and six thousand horsemen and an army of people like the
sands of the sea in number: they came up and took up their position in
Michmash, to the east of Beth-aven. 6When themen of Israel saw the danger
theywere in, (for the people were troubled,) they took cover in cracks in the
hillsides and in the woods and in rocks and holes and hollows. 7And a great
number of the people had gone over Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead;
but Saul was still in Gilgal, and all the people went after him shaking in fear.
8And hewent onwaiting there for seven days, the time fixed by Samuel: but
Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and the peoplewere starting to go away from
him. 9 Then Saul said, Come here and give me the burned offering and the
peace-offerings. And he made a burned offering to the Lord. 10 And when
the burned offering was ended, Samuel came; and Saul went out to see him
and to give him a blessing. 11And Samuel said, What have you done? And
Saul said, Because I saw that the people were going away fromme, and you
had not come at the timewhich had been fixed, and the Philistines had come
together atMichmash; 12 I said, Now the Philistineswill come down onme at
Gilgal, and I havemadenoprayer for help to the Lord: and so, forcingmyself
to do it, I made a burned offering. 13And Samuel said to Saul, You have done
a foolish thing: you have not kept the rules which the Lord your God gave
you; it was the purpose of the Lord to make your authority over Israel safe
for ever. 14 But now, your authority will not go on: the Lord, searching for
a man who is pleasing to him in every way, has given him the place of ruler
over his people, because you have not done what the Lord gave you orders
to do. 15 Then Samuel went up from Gilgal and the rest of the people went
up after Saul against the men of war, and they came from Gilgal to Gibeah
in the land of Benjamin: and Saul took the number of the people who were
with him, about six hundredmen. 16And Saul, with Jonathanhis son and the
people who were with them, was waiting in Geba in the land of Benjamin:
but the tents of the Philistines were in Michmash. 17 And three bands of
men came out from the Philistines to make an attack; one band went by the
road which goes to Ophrah, into the land of Shual: 18 And another went in
the direction of Beth-horon: and another went by the hill looking down on
the valley of Zeboiim, in the direction of the waste land. 19Now there was
no iron-worker in all the land of Israel: for the Philistines said, For fear the
Hebrews make themselves swords or spears: 20 But all the Israelites had to
go to the Philistines to get their ploughs andblades and axes andhooksmade
sharp; 21For they had instruments for putting an edge on their ploughs and
blades and forks and axes, and for putting iron points on their ox-driving
rods. 22So on the day of the fight at Michmash, not a sword or a spear was to
be seen in the hands of any of the people with Saul and Jonathan: only Saul
and his son Jonathan had them. 23 And the armed force of the Philistines
went out to the narrowway of Michmash.
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14
1Now one day Jonathan, the son of Saul, said to the young man who was

with him, looking after his arms, Come, let us go over to the Philistine force
over there. But he said nothing to his father. 2 And Saul was still waiting
in the farthest part of Geba, under the fruit-tree in Migron: there were
about six hundredmenwith him; 3And Ahijah, the son of Ahitub, brother of
Ichabod, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the priest of the Lord in Shiloh,
who had the ephod. And the people had no idea that Jonathan had gone.
4Nowbetween thenarrowroads over themountainsbywhich Jonathanwas
makinghisway to thePhilistines' forces, therewasa sharpoverhanging rock
on one side, and a sharp rock on the other side: one was named Bozez and
the other Seneh. 5 The one rock went up on the north in front of Michmash
and the other on the south in front of Geba. 6And Jonathan said to his young
servant who had his arms, Come, let us go over to the armies of these men
whohaveno circumcision: itmaybe that the Lordwill give us help, for there
is no limit to his power; the Lord is able to give salvation by a great army or
by a small band. 7And his servant said to him, Do whatever is in yourmind:
see, I amwith you in every impulse of your heart. 8Then Jonathan said, Now
wewill go over to thesemenand let themseeus. 9 If they say tous, Keepquiet
where you are till we come to you; then we will keep our places and not go
up to them. 10But if they say, Come up to us; then wewill go up, for the Lord
has given them into our hands: and this will be the sign to us. 11And they let
the Philistine force see the two of them: and the Philistines said, Look! the
Hebrews are coming out of theholeswhere theyhave taken cover. 12And the
armedmen of the force gave Jonathan and his servant their answer, saying,
Comeuphere to us, andwewill let you see something. Then Jonathan said to
his servant, Comeup afterme: for the Lordhas given themup into the hands
of Israel. 13And Jonathan went up, gripping with his hands and his feet, his
servant going up after him; and the Philistines gave way before Jonathan
when he made an attack on them, and his servant put them to death after
him. 14 And at their first attack, Jonathan and his servant put to the sword
about twenty men, all inside the space of half an acre of land. 15And there
wasgreat fear in the tentsand in thefieldandamongall themenof thearmed
force, and the attackers were shaking with fear; even the earth was moved
with a great shaking and therewas a fear as fromGod. 16And thewatchmen
of Saul, looking out from Geba in the land of Benjamin, saw all the army
flowing away and running here and there. 17 Then Saul said to the people
whowere with him, Let everyone be numbered and let us see who has gone
from us. And when they had been numbered, it was seen that Jonathan and
his servant were not there. 18 And Saul said to Ahijah, Let the ephod come
here. For he went before Israel with the ephod at that time. 19Now while
Saul was talking to the priest, the noise in the tents of the Philistines became
louder and louder; and Saul said to the priest, Take back your hand. 20And
Saulandall thepeoplewithhimcame togetherandwent forward to thefight:
andeveryman's swordwas turnedagainst themanathis side, and therewas
averygreatnoise. 21Then theHebrewswhohadbeenwith thePhilistines for
some time, and had gone up with them to their tents, turning round were
joined to those who were with Saul and Jonathan. 22 And all the men of
Israel who had taken cover in the hill-country of Ephraim, hearing that the
Philistines had been put to flight, went after them, attacking them. 23 So the
Lordmade Israel safe that day: and the fight went over to Beth-aven. 24And
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all the peoplewerewith Saul, about twenty thousandmen, and the fightwas
general through all the hill-country of Ephraim; but Saul made a great error
that day, by putting the people under an oath, saying, Let thatman be cursed
who takes food before evening comes and I have given punishment to those
who are against me. So the people had not a taste of food. 25And there was
honey on the face of the field, and all the people came to the honey, the bees
having gone from it; 26 But not a man put his hand to his mouth for fear of
the curse. 27 But Jonathan, having no knowledge of the oath his father had
put on the people, stretching out the rod which was in his hand, put the end
of it in the honey, and put it to his mouth; then his eyes were made bright.
28 Then one of the people said to him, Your father put the people under an
oath, saying, Let that man be cursed who takes any food this day. And the
peoplewere feeble, needing food. 29Then Jonathan said,My fatherhasmade
trouble comeon the land: nowseehowbrightmyeyes havebecomebecause
I have taken a little of this honey. 30Howmuchmore if the people had freely
taken their food from the goods of those who were fighting against them!
would there not have beenmuch greater destruction among the Philistines?
31That day they overcame the Philistines fromMichmash to Aijalon: and the
people were feeble from need of food. 32And rushing at the goods taken in
the fight, the people took oxen and sheep and young oxen, and put them to
death there on the earth, andhad ameal, taking the fleshwith the blood in it.
33Then itwas said to Saul, See, thepeople are sinningagainst theLord, taking
the blood with the flesh. And he said to those who gave him the news, Now
let a great stone be rolled to me here. 34And Saul said, Go about among the
people and say to them, Let every man come here to me with his ox and his
sheep, and put them to death here, and take his meal: do no sin against the
Lordby taking the bloodwith theflesh. So all the people took their oxenwith
them that night and put them to death there. 35And Saul put up an altar to
the Lord: thiswas thefirst altarwhichheput up to the Lord. 36AndSaul said,
Let us go downafter the Philistines by night, attacking them till themorning,
till there is not aman of them living. And they said, Dowhatever seems right
to you. Then the priest said, Let us come near to God. 37And Saul, desiring
directions fromGod, said, Am I to godownafter the Philistines? will you give
themup into the hands of Israel? But he gave himno answer that day. 38And
Saul said, Come near, all you chiefs of the people, and let us get word from
God and see in whom is this sin today. 39 For, by the living Lord, the saviour
of Israel, even if the sinner is Jonathan, my son, death will certainly be his
fate. But not a man among all the people gave him any answer. 40 Then he
said to all Israel, You be on one side, and I with Jonathan my son will be on
the other side. And the people said to Saul, Do whatever seems good to you.
41 Then Saul said to the Lord, the God of Israel, Why have you not given me
an answer today? If the sin is in me or in Jonathan my son, O Lord God of
Israel, give Urim, and if it is in your people Israel, give Thummim. And by
the decision of the Lord, Saul and Jonathanweremarked out, and the people
went free. 42 And Saul said, Give your decision between my son Jonathan
andme. And Jonathan was taken. 43Then Saul said to Jonathan, Give me an
account of what you have done. And Jonathan gave him the story and said,
Certainly I took a little honey on the endofmy rod; andnowdeath is to bemy
fate. 44And Saul said, May God's punishment be on me if death is not your
fate, Jonathan. 45And the people said to Saul, Is death to come to Jonathan,
the worker of this great salvation for Israel? Let it not be so: by the living
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Lord, not one hair of his head is to be touched, for he has beenworkingwith
God today. So the people kept Jonathan from death. 46 Then Saul, turning
back, went after the Philistines no longer: and the Philistines went back to
their place. 47Nowwhen Saul had taken his place as ruler of Israel, hemade
war on thosewhowere against him on every side,Moab and the Ammonites
and Edom and the kings of Zobah and the Philistines: and whichever way
he went, he overcame them. 48 And he did great things, and overcame the
Amalekites, and made Israel safe from the hands of their attackers. 49Now
the sons of Saul were Jonathan and Ishvi and Malchi-shua; and these are
the names of his daughters: the older was named Merab and the younger
Michal; 50 The name of Saul's wife was Ahinoam, the daughter of Ahimaaz;
the captain of his army was Abner, the son of Ner, brother of Saul's father.
51 Kish, the father of Saul, and Ner, the father of Abner, were sons of Abiel.
52All through the life of Saul therewas bitterwar against the Philistines; and
whenever Saul saw any strong man or any good fighting man, he kept him
near himself.

15
1And Samuel said to Saul, The Lord sent me to put the holy oil on you and

to make you king over his people, over Israel: so give ear now to the words
of the Lord. 2 The Lord of armies says, I will give punishment to Amalek
for what he did to Israel, fighting against him on the way when Israel came
out of Egypt. 3Go now and put Amalek to the sword, putting to the curse all
they have, without mercy: put to death every man and woman, every child
and baby at the breast, every ox and sheep, camel and ass. 4And Saul sent
for the people and had them numbered in Telaim, two hundred thousand
footmen and ten thousand men of Judah. 5 And Saul came to the town of
Amalek, and took up his position in the valley secretly. 6 And Saul said to
the Kenites, Go away, take yourselves out from among the Amalekites, or
destruction will overtake you with them: for you were kind to the children
of Israelwhen they cameout of Egypt. So theKeniteswent away fromamong
the Amalekites. 7And Saul made an attack on the Amalekites from Havilah
on the road to Shur, which is before Egypt. 8 He took Agag, king of the
Amalekites, prisoner, and put all the people to the sword without mercy.
9 But Saul and the people did not put Agag to death, and they kept the best
of the sheep and the oxen and the fat beasts and the lambs, and whatever
was good, not desiring to put them to the curse: but everything which was
bad and of no use they put to the curse. 10Then the Lord said to Samuel, 11 It
is no longermy pleasure for Saul to be king; for he is turned back from going
inmyways, andhas not donemyorders. And Samuelwas very sad, crying to
the Lord in prayer all night. 12And early in the morning he got up and went
to Saul; andwordwas given to Samuel that Saul had come to Carmel and put
up a pillar, and had gone from there down to Gilgal. 13And Samuel came to
Saul; and Saul said to him, May the blessing of the Lord be with you: I have
done what was ordered by the Lord. 14And Samuel said, What then is this
sound of the crying of sheep and the noise of oxen which comes to my ears?
15And Saul said, They have taken them from the Amalekites: for the people
havekept thebest of the sheepandof the oxenas anoffering to theLordyour
God; all the restwehave givenup to destruction. 16Then Samuel said to Saul,
Saynomore! Letmegive youwordofwhat theLordhas said tome this night.
Andhe said tohim, Sayon. 17AndSamuel said, Thoughyoumay seem little to
yourself, areyounotheadof the tribesof Israel? for theLordwith theholyoil
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madeyouking over Israel, 18And theLord sent youona journey and said, Go
and put to the curse those sinners, the Amalekites, fighting against them till
every one is dead. 19Why then did you not do the orders of the Lord, but by
violently taking their goods did evil in the eyes of the Lord? 20And Saul said,
Truly, I havedone theorders of theLordandhave gone theway theLord sent
me; I have takenAgag, the king of Amalek, and have given theAmalekites up
todestruction. 21But thepeople tooksomeof their goods, sheepandoxen, the
chief of the thingswhichwereput to the curse, tomakeanoffering of them to
theLordyourGod inGilgal. 22AndSamuel said,Has theLordasmuchdelight
in offerings and burned offerings as in the doing of his orders? Truly, to do
his pleasure is better than to make offerings, and to give ear to him than the
fat of sheep. 23 For to go against his orders is like the sin of those who make
use of secret arts, and pride is like giving worship to images. Because you
haveput away fromyou thewordof theLord, hehasput you fromyourplace
as king. 24And Saul said to Samuel, Great is my sin: for I have gone against
the orders of the Lord and against your words: because, fearing the people,
I didwhat they said. 25So now, letmy sin have forgiveness, and go backwith
me to give worship to the Lord. 26And Samuel said to Saul, I will not go back
with you: for youhaveput away fromyou thewordof the Lord, and theLord
has put you from your place as king over Israel. 27 And when Samuel was
turning round to go away, Saul took the skirt of his robe in his hand, and the
cloth came away. 28 And Samuel said to him, The Lord has taken away the
kingdom of Israel from you this day by force, and has given it to a neighbour
of yours who is better than you. 29 And further, the Glory of Israel will not
say what is false, and his purpose may not be changed: for he is not a man,
whose purpose may be changed. 30 Then he said, Great is my sin: but still,
give me honour now before the heads of my people and before Israel, and
come back with me so that I may give worship to the Lord your God. 31 So
Samuel went back after Saul, and Saul gave worship to the Lord. 32 Then
Samuel said, Make Agag, the king of the Amalekites, come here to me. And
Agag came to him shakingwith fear. AndAgag said, Truly the pain of death is
past. 33And Samuel said, As your sword hasmadewomenwithout children,
so now yourmother will be without children among women. And Agag was
cut up by Samuel, bone frombone, before the Lord in Gilgal. 34Then Samuel
went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah, in the land of Saul.
35And Samuel never saw Saul again till the day of his death; but Samuel was
sorrowing for Saul: and it was no longer the Lord's pleasure for Saul to be
king over Israel.

16
1And the Lord said to Samuel, How longwill you go on sorrowing for Saul,

seeing that I have put him fromhis place as king over Israel? Take oil in your
vessel and go; Iwill send you to Jesse, the Beth-lehemite: for I have got a king
for myself among his sons. 2 And Samuel said, How is it possible for me to
go? If Saul gets news of it he will put me to death. And the Lord said, Take
a young cow with you and say, I have come to make an offering to the Lord.
3And send for Jesse to be present at the offering, and Iwill make clear to you
what you are to do: and you are to put the holy oil on himwhose name I give
you. 4 And Samuel did as the Lord said and came to Beth-lehem. And the
responsible men of the town came out to him in fear and said, Do you come
in peace? 5 And he said, In peace: I have come to make an offering to the
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Lord: make yourselves clean and comewithme tomake the offering. Andhe
made Jesse andhis sons clean, and sent for them tobepresent at the offering.
6Nowwhen they came, lookingat Eliab, he said, Clearly themanof theLord's
selection is before him. 7But the Lord said to Samuel, Do not take note of his
face or how tall he is, because I will not have him: for the Lord's view is not
man's; man takes note of the outer form, but the Lord sees the heart. 8Then
Jesse sent forAbinadabandmadehimcomebefore Samuel. Andhe said, The
Lord has not taken this one. 9Then Jesse made Shammah come before him.
Andhesaid, TheLordhasnot taken thisone. 10AndJessemadehis sevensons
comebefore Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, TheLordhasnot takenanyof
these. 11Then Samuel said to Jesse, Are all your children here? And he said,
There is still the youngest, andhe is looking after the sheep. And Samuel said
to Jesse, Sendandmakehimcomehere: forwewill not takeour seats till he is
here. 12Sohe sent andmadehimcome in. Nowhehad redhair andbeautiful
eyes and pleasing looks. And the Lord said, Come, put the oil on him, for
this is he. 13 Then Samuel took the bottle of oil, and put the oil on him there
among his brothers: and from that day the spirit of the Lord came on David
withpower. So Samuelwent back toRamah. 14Now the spirit of theLordhad
gone from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord was troubling him. 15And
Saul's servants said to him, See now, an evil spirit fromGod is troubling you.
16Now give orders to your servants who are here before you to go in search
of a manwho is an expert player on a corded instrument: and it will be that
when the evil spirit from God is on you, he will make music for you on his
instrument, and you will get well. 17And Saul said to his servants, Then get
me a man who is an expert player, and make him come to me. 18 Then one
of the servants in answer said, I have seen a son of Jesse, the Beth-lehemite,
who is expert at playing, and a strongman and aman of war; and he is wise
in his words, and pleasing in looks, and the Lord is with him. 19 So Saul sent
his servants to Jesse and said, Sendmeyour sonDavidwho iswith the sheep.
20And Jesse took five cakes of bread and a skin ofwine and a young goat and
sent them to Saul by David. 21And David came to Saul, waiting before him:
and he became very dear to Saul, whomade him his servant, giving him the
care of his arms. 22And Saul sent to Jesse saying, Let David be with me, for
he is pleasing tome. 23Andwhenever the evil spirit from God came on Saul,
David took his instrument andmademusic: so new life came to Saul, and he
got well, and the evil spirit went away from him.

17
1Now the Philistines got their armies together for war, and came together

at Socoh in the land of Judah, and took up their position between Socoh and
Azekah in Ephes-dammim. 2And Saul and the men of Israel came together
and took up their position in the valley of Elah, and put their forces in order
against the Philistines. 3 The Philistines were stationed on the mountain on
one side and Israel on themountain on the other side: and therewas a valley
between them. 4 And a fighter came out from the tents of the Philistines,
namedGoliath of Gath; hewasmore than six cubits tall. 5Andhehad ahead-
dress of brass on his head, and he was dressed in a coat of metal, the weight
of which was five thousand shekels of brass. 6His legs were covered with
plates of brass and hanging on his back was a javelin of brass. 7 The stem
of his spear was as long as a cloth-worker's rod, and its head was made of
six hundred shekels' weight of iron: and onewent before himwith his body-
cover. 8He tookuphis positionand ina loudvoice said to the armies of Israel,
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Whyhave you come out tomakewar? Am I not a Philistine and you servants
of Saul? Send out a man for yourselves and let him come down to me. 9 If
he is able to have a fight with me and overcome me, then we will be your
servants: but if I am able to overcome him, then you will be our servants
and dowork for us. 10And the Philistine said, I have put to shame the armies
of Israel this day; giveme aman so that wemay have a fight together. 11And
Saul and all Israel, hearing those words of the Philistine, were troubled and
full of fear. 12NowDavidwas the son of that Ephrathite of Beth-lehem-judah
named Jesse, who had eight sons; and he was an old man in Saul's day, and
far on in years. 13 And the three oldest sons of Jesse had gone with Saul to
the fight: the names of the threewhowent to the fight were Eliab, the oldest,
and Abinadab the second, and Shammah the third. 14 And David was the
youngest: and the three oldest were with Saul's army. 15 Now David went
to and from Saul, looking after his father's sheep at Beth-lehem. 16And the
Philistine came near everymorning and evening for forty days. 17And Jesse
said to his son David, Take now for your brothers an ephah of this dry grain
and these ten cakes of bread, and go quickly with them to the tents to your
brothers; 18And take these ten cheeses to the captain of their thousand, and
see how your brothers are and come back with a sign to say how they are.
19Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel were in the valley of Elah,
fighting with the Philistines. 20And David got up early in the morning, and,
giving the sheep into the care of a keeper, took the things and went as Jesse
had said; and he came to the lines where the carts were, when the armywas
going out to the fight giving their war-cry. 21 And Israel and the Philistines
had put their forces in position, army against army. 22 And David gave his
parcels into the hands of the keeper of the army stores, andwent running to
thearmyandcame tohisbrothers toget knowledgeabout them. 23Andwhile
he was talking to them, the fighter, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name,
came out from the Philistines' lines and said the same words, in David's
hearing. 24 And all the men of Israel, when they saw him, went in flight,
overcome with fear. 25And the men of Israel said, Have you seen this man?
Clearly he has come out to put shame on Israel: and it is certain that if any
man overcomes him, the king will give that man great wealth, and will give
him his daughter, and make his father's family free in Israel. 26 And David
said to themen near him,What will be done to themanwho overcomes this
Philistine and takes away the shame from Israel? for who is this Philistine, a
manwithout circumcision, that he has put shame on the armies of the living
God? 27And the people gave him this answer, So it will be done to the man
who overcomes him. 28 And Eliab, his oldest brother, hearing what David
said to themen, wasmoved to wrath against David, and said, Why have you
come here? Into whose care have you given that little flock of sheep in the
waste land? I have knowledge of your pride and the evil of your heart, you
have come down to see the fight. 29And David said, What have I done now?
was it not only a word? 30 And turning away from him to one of the other
men, he said the same words: and the people gave him the same answer.
31And, hearing what David said, they gave Saul word of it: and he sent for
him. 32And David said to Saul, Let no man's heart become feeble because of
him; I, your servant, will go out and have a fight with this Philistine. 33And
Saul said to David, You are not able to go out against this Philistine and have
a fight with him: for you are only a boy, and he has been a man of war from
his earliest days. 34And David said to Saul, Your servant has been keeper of
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his father's sheep; and if a lionor abear cameand tooka lamb from theflock,
35 I went out after him, and overcame him, and took it out of his mouth: and
if, turning on me, he came at me, I took him by the hair and overcame him
and put him to death. 36 Your servant has overcome lion and bear: and the
fate of this Philistine, who is without circumcision, will be like theirs, seeing
that he has put shame on the armies of the living God. 37 And David said,
The Lord, who kept me safe from the grip of the lion and the bear, will be
my saviour from the hands of this Philistine. And Saul said to David, Go!
and may the Lord be with you. 38 Then Saul gave David his clothing of war,
and put a head-dress of brass on his head and had him clothedwith a coat of
metal. 39And David took Saul's sword and put the band round him over the
metal coat, andwas unable to go forward; for hewas not used to them. Then
David said to Saul, It is not possible for me to go out with these, for I am not
used to them. So David took them off. 40 Then he took his stick in his hand,
and got five smooth stones from the bed of the stream and put them in a bag
suchas is usedby sheep-keepers; and inhis handwas a leatherbandused for
sending stones: and so he went in the direction of the Philistine. 41And the
Philistine came nearer to David; and the man who had his body-cover went
beforehim. 42Andwhen thePhilistine, takingnote, sawDavid, hehadapoor
opinion of him: for he was only a boy, red-haired and good-looking. 43And
the Philistine said to David, Am I a dog, that you come out to mewith sticks?
And the Philistine put curses on David by all his gods. 44And the Philistine
said toDavid, Comehere tome, and Iwill giveyourflesh to thebirdsof theair
and thebeastsof thefield. 45ThenDavid said to thePhilistine, Youcometome
with a sword and a spear and a javelin: but I come to you in the name of the
Lord of armies, theGod of the armies of Israel onwhich youhave put shame.
46This day the Lordwill give you up intomy hands, and Iwill overcome you,
and take yourheadoffyou; and Iwill give the bodies of the Philistine army to
the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth today, so that all the earthmay
see that Israel has a God; 47And all these people who are here todaymay see
that the Lord does not give salvation by sword and spear: for the fight is the
Lord's, and he will give you up into our hands. 48Now when the Philistine
made a move and came near to David, David quickly went at a run in the
direction of the army, meeting the Philistine face to face. 49 And David put
his hand in his bag and took out a stone and sent it from his leather band
straight at the Philistine, and the stonewent deep into his brow, and hewent
down to the earth, falling on his face. 50 So David overcame the Philistine
with his leather band and a stone, wounding the Philistine and causing his
death: but David had no sword in his hand. 51So running up to the Philistine
andputtinghis foot onhim,David tookhis swordout of its cover, andputhim
to death, cutting off his headwith it. Andwhen the Philistines saw that their
fighterwasdead, theywent inflight. 52And themenof Israel andof Judahgot
up, and gave a cry, andwent after the Philistines as far as Gath and the town
doors of Ekron. And thewounded of the Philistineswere falling downby the
road from Shaaraim all the way to Gath and Ekron. 53 Then the children of
Israel came back from going after the Philistines, and took their goods from
the tents. 54And David took the head of the Philistine to Jerusalem, but the
metalwar-dress and the arms he put in his tent. 55Andwhen Saul sawDavid
going out against the Philistine, he said to Abner, the captain of the army,
Abner, whose son is this young man? And Abner said, On your life, O king,
I have no idea. 56 And the king said, Make search and see whose son this



1 Samuel 17:57 293 1 Samuel 18:25

young man is. 57And when David was coming back after the destruction of
the Philistine, Abner took him to Saul, with the head of the Philistine in his
hand. 58And Saul said to him, Youngman, whose son are you? And David in
answer said, I am the son of your servant Jesse of Beth-lehem.

18
1 Now after David's talk with Saul was ended, the soul of Jonathan was

joined with the soul of David, and David became as dear to him as his very
life. 2 And that day Saul took David and would not let him go back to his
father's house. 3 Then Jonathan and David made an agreement together,
because of Jonathan's love forDavid. 4And Jonathan took off the robehehad
on and gave it to David, with all his military dress, even to his sword and his
bowand theband roundhis body. 5AndDavidwentwherever Saul sent him,
and did wisely: and Saul put him at the head of his men of war, and this was
pleasing to all the people as well as to Saul's servants. 6Now on their way,
when David came back after the destruction of the Philistine, the women
came out of all the towns of Israel, with songs and dances, meeting David
withmelody and joy and instruments ofmusic. 7And thewomen, answering
one another in their song, said, Saul has put to death his thousands and
David his tens of thousands. 8And Saul was very angry and this saying was
unpleasing to him; and he said, They have given David credit for tens of
thousands, and tome for only thousands: whatmore is there for himbut the
kingdom? 9And from that day Saul was looking with envy on David. 10Now
on the day after, an evil spirit from God came on Saul with great force and
he was acting like a prophet among the men of his house, while David was
making music for him, as he did day by day: and Saul had his spear in his
hand. 11And Saul, balancing the spear in his hand, said, I will give David a
blow, pinning him to the wall. And David got away from him twice. 12And
Saul went in fear of David, because the Lord was with David and had gone
away from Saul. 13 So Saul sent him away, and made him a captain over a
thousand; and hewent about his business before the people. 14And in all his
undertakingsDaviddidwisely; and theLordwaswithhim. 15AndwhenSaul
saw how wisely he did, he was in fear of him. 16But David was loved by all
Israel and Judah, for he went out and came in before them. 17And Saul said
to David, Here is my oldest daughter Merab, whom I will give you for your
wife: only be strong for me, fighting in the Lord's wars. For Saul said, Let
it not be through me that his fate comes to him, but through the Philistines.
18And David said to Saul, Who am I, andwhat is my father's family in Israel,
that I am to be son-in-law to the king? 19 But when the time came to give
Merab, Saul's daughter, to David, shewas given to Adriel ofMeholath. 20And
Saul's daughter Michal was in love with David: and Saul had word of it and
was pleased. 21 And Saul said, I will give her to him, so that she may be
a cause of danger to him, and so that the hands of the Philistines may be
against him. So Saul said to David, Today you are to become my son-in-law
for the second time. 22And Saul gave his servants orders saying, Have talk
with David secretly and say to him, See how the king has delight in you, and
how you are loved by all his servants: then be the king's son-in-law. 23And
Saul's servants said these things to David. And David said, Does it seem to
you a small thing to be the king's son-in-law, seeing that I am a poor man,
of no great name? 24And the servants of Saul gave him an account of what
David had said. 25And Saul said, Then say to David, The king has no desire
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for any bride-price, but only for the private parts of a hundred Philistines so
that the king may get the better of his haters. But it was in Saul's mind that
Davidmight come to his end by the hands of the Philistines. 26Andwhen his
servants said these words to David, he was well pleased to be the son-in-law
of the king. And the days were still not past. 27 So David and his men got up
and went, and put to death two hundred of the Philistines; and David took
their private parts and gave the full number of them to the king, so that he
might be the king's son-in-law. And Saul gave him his daughter Michal for
his wife. 28And it was clear to Saul that the Lordwaswith David; and hewas
loved by all Israel. 29And Saul's fear of David became all the greater, and he
went on hating him, day by day. 30 Then the rulers of the Philistines went
out to war: and whenever they went out, David didmore wisely than all the
other servants of Saul, so that his name became greatly honoured.

19
1 And Saul gave orders to his son Jonathan and to all his servants to put

David to death. But Saul's son Jonathan had great delight in David. 2 And
Jonathan said toDavid, Saul,my father, is purposingyourdeath: sonow, take
care in the morning, and keep yourself safe in a secret place: 3And I will go
out and takemyplacebymy father's side in thefieldnearwhere youare; and
I will get into talk with my father about you, and when I see how things are,
I will give you word. 4And Jonathan gave his father Saul a good account of
David, and said to him, Let not the king dowrong against his servant, against
David; because he has done you no wrong, and all his acts have had a good
outcome for you: 5For he put his life in danger and overcame the Philistine,
and the Lord gave all Israel salvation: you saw it and were glad: why then
are you sinning against him who has done no wrong, desiring the death of
David without cause? 6And Saul gave ear to the voice of Jonathan, and said
with an oath, By the living Lord, he is not to be put to death. 7Then Jonathan
sent for David and gave him word of all these things. And Jonathan took
David to Saul, who kept him by his side as in the past. 8And there was war
again: and Davidwent out fighting the Philistines, causing great destruction
among them; and they went in flight before him. 9 And an evil spirit from
the Lord came on Saul, when hewas seated in his housewith his spear in his
hand; and Davidmademusic for him. 10And Saul would have sent his spear
through him, pinning him to the wall, but he got away and the spear went
into the wall: and that night David went in flight and got away. 11 Then in
that night Saul sent men to David's house to keep watch on him so as to put
him to death in the morning: and David's wife Michal said to him, If you do
not go away to a safe place tonight you will be put to death in the morning.
12 So Michal let David down through the window, and he went in flight and
got away. 13ThenMichal took the image and put it in the bed, with a cushion
of goat's hair at its head, and she put clothing over it. 14And when Saul sent
men to take David, she said, He is ill. 15And Saul sent his men to see David,
saying, Do not come back without him, take him in his bed, so that I may put
him to death. 16Andwhen themen came in, there was the image in the bed,
with the cushion of goat's hair at its head 17 And Saul said to Michal, why
have you been false to me, letting my hater go and get safely away? And in
answerMichal said toSaul,He said tome, Letmego, or Iwill put you todeath.
18 So David went in flight and got away and came to Ramah, to Samuel, and
gave him an account of all Saul had done to him. And he and Samuel went
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and were living in Naioth. 19And word was given to Saul that David was at
Naioth in Ramah. 20And Saul sentmen to takeDavid; andwhen they saw the
band of prophets atwork, with Samuel in his place at their head, the spirit of
God came on Saul'smen, and they became like prophets. 21And Saul, having
newsof this, sentothermen,who in the samewaybecame likeprophets. And
a third time Saul sent men, and they like the others became like prophets.
22 Then he himself went to Ramah, and came to the great water-spring in
Secu; and questioning the people he said, Where are Samuel and David?
And one said, They are at Naioth in Ramah. 23And he went on from there to
Naioth in Ramah: and the spirit of God came on him, and he went on, acting
likeaprophet, till he came toNaioth inRamah. 24Andhe tookoffhis clothing,
acting like a prophet before Samuel, and falling down he was stretched out,
without his clothing, all that day and all that night. This is the reason for the
saying, Is even Saul among the prophets?

20
1AndDavidwent inflight fromNaioth inRamahandcame to Jonathanand

said,Whathave Idone? What ismycrimeandmysinagainst your father that
he is attempting to takemy life? 2Andhe said to him, Far be the thought: you
will not be put to death: see, my father does nothing, great or small, without
giving me word of it: would he keep this secret from me? It is not so. 3 But
David took his oath again and said, Your father sees that I am dear to you;
so he says to himself, Let Jonathan have no idea of this, for it will be a grief
to him; but as the Lord is living, and as your soul is living, there is only a
step between me and death. 4 Then Jonathan said to David, Whatever your
desire is, I will do it for you. 5And David said to Jonathan, Tomorrow is the
new moon, and I will not be seated with the king at his table: but let me go
to a safe place in the country till the evening. 6And if your father takes note
of the fact that I am away, say, David made a request to me for himself that
he might go to Beth-lehem, to his town: for it is the time when his family
make their offering year by year. 7 If he says, It is well, your servant will be
at peace: but if he is angry, then it will be clear to you that he has an evil
purpose inmind againstme. 8So, then, be kind to your servant; for you have
been united with your servant in an agreement made before the Lord: but
if there is any wrongdoing in me, put me to death yourself; why take me to
your father? 9 And Jonathan said, Do not have such a thought: for if I saw
that my father was designing evil against you, would I not give you word of
it? 10ThenDavid said to Jonathan,Whowill givemeword if your father gives
you a rough answer? 11And Jonathan said to David, Come, let us go out into
the country. And the two of them went out together into the open country.
12 And Jonathan said to David, May the Lord, the God of Israel, be witness;
when I have had a chance of talking to my father, about this time tomorrow,
if his feelings toDavid are good,will I not sendandgive you thenews? 13May
the Lord's punishment be on Jonathan, if it is my father's pleasure to do you
evil and I do not give youword of it and send you away so that youmay go in
peace: and may the Lord be with you, as he has been with my father. 14And
may you, while I am still living, Omay you be kind tome, as the Lord is kind,
and keep me from death! 15And let not your mercy ever be cut off frommy
family, evenwhen theLordhas sent destructiononallDavid's haters, cutting
them off from the face of the earth. 16 And if it comes about that the name
of Jonathan is cut off from the family of David, the Lord will make David
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responsible. 17And Jonathan again took an oath toDavid, because of his love
for him: for David was as dear to him as his very soul. 18 Then Jonathan
said to him, Tomorrow is the new moon: and it will be seen that you are
not present, for there will be no one in your seat. 19 And on the third day
it will be specially noted, and you will go to the place where you took cover
when the other business was in hand, waiting by the hill over there. 20And
on the third day I will send arrows from my bow against its side as if at a
mark. 21 And I will send my boy to have a look for the arrow. And if I say
to him, See, the arrow is on this side of you; take it up! then you may come;
for there is peace for you and no evil, by the living Lord. 22But if I say to the
boy, See, the arrow has gone past you: then go on your way, for the Lord has
sent you away. 23As for what you and I were talking of, the Lord is between
you and me for ever. 24 So David went to a secret place in the country: and
when thenewmoon came, the king tookhis place at the feast. 25And the king
took his seat, as at other times, by the wall: and Jonathan was in front, and
Abner was seated by Saul's side, but there was no one in David's seat. 26But
Saul said nothing that day, for his thought was, Something has taken place
making him unclean; it is clear that he is not clean. 27And on the day after
the newmoon, that is, the second day, there was still no one in David's seat:
and Saul said to his son Jonathan, Why has the son of Jesse not come to the
feast yesterday or today? 28And answering Saul, Jonathan said, He made a
request tome that hemight go to Beth-lehem, 29Saying, Our family ismaking
an offering in the town, and my brothers have given me orders to be there:
so now, if I have grace in your eyes, letme go away and seemybrothers. This
is why he has not come to the king's table. 30Then Saul was moved to wrath
against Jonathan, and he said to him, You son of an evil and uncontrolled
woman, have I not seen how you have given your love to the son of Jesse, to
your shame and the shame of your mother? 31 For while the son of Jesse is
living on the earth, your position is unsafe and your kingdom is in danger. So
make him come here tome, for it is certainly right for him to be put to death.
32And Jonathan, answering his father Saul, said to him, Why is he to be put
to death? What has he done? 33And Saul, pointing his spear at him,made an
attempt to give him a wound: from which it was clear to Jonathan that his
father's purpose was to put David to death. 34 So Jonathan got up from the
table, burningwithwrath, and took no part in the feast the second day of the
month, being full of grief forDavid becausehis father hadput shameonhim.
35Now in the morning, Jonathan went out into the fields at the time he had
said to David, and he had a little boy with him. 36And he said to the boy, Go
and get the arrow I let loose frommy bow. And while the boy was running,
he sent an arrow past him. 37 And when the boy came to the place where
the arrow was, Jonathan, crying out after the boy, said, Has it not gone past
you? 38And Jonathanwent on crying out after the boy, Be quick, do not keep
waiting about, go quickly. And Jonathan's boy got the arrow and came back
to his master. 39 But the boy had no idea what was going on; only Jonathan
and David had knowledge of it. 40And Jonathan gave his bow and arrows to
the boy, and said to him, Take these and go back to the town. 41 And when
the boy had gone, David came from his secret place by the hill, and falling
to the earth went down on his face three times: and they gave one another
a kiss, weeping together, till David's grief was the greater. 42 And Jonathan
said to David, Go in peace, for we two have taken an oath, in the name of the
Lord, saying, The Lord will be between me and you, and between my seed
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and your seed for ever. Then David went away, and Jonathan went into the
town.

21
1ThenDavid came toNob, toAhimelech thepriest: andAhimelechwas full

of fear atmeetingDavid, and said tohim,Whyare youbyyourself, havingno
manwith you? 2And David said to Ahimelech the priest, The king has given
me orders and has said to me, Say nothing to anyone about the business on
which I am sending you and the orders I have given you: and a certain place
has been fixed to which the young men are to go. 3 So now, if you have here
five cakes of bread, give them intomyhand, orwhatever you have. 4And the
priest, answeringDavid, said, I haveno commonbreadherebut there is holy
bread; if only theyoungmenhavekept themselves fromwomen. 5AndDavid
in answer said to the priest, Certainly women have been kept from us; and
as has been done before when I have gone out the arms of the young men
were made holy, even though it was a common journey; how much more
today will their arms be made holy. 6 So the priest gave him the holy bread:
there was no other, only the holy bread which had been taken from before
the Lord, so that new bread might be put in its place on the day when it was
taken away. 7Now a certain man of the servants of Saul was there that day,
kept back before the Lord; his name was Doeg, an Edomite, the strongest of
Saul's runners. 8And David said to Ahimelech, Have you no sword or spear
with you here? for I have come without my sword and other arms, because
the king's business had to be done quickly. 9And the priest said, The sword
of Goliath the Philistine, whom you put to death in the valley of Elah, is here
folded in a cloth at the back of the ephod: take that, if you will, for there is
no other sword here. And David said, there is no other sword like that; give
it tome. 10Then David got up andwent in flight that day for fear of Saul, and
went to Achish, the king of Gath. 11And the servants of Achish said to him,
Is not this David, the king of the land? did they not make songs about him
in their dances, saying, Saul has put to death thousands, and David tens of
thousands? 12And David took these words to heart, fearing Achish, the king
of Gath. 13 So changing his behaviour before them, he made it seem as if he
was off his head, hammering on the doors of the town, and letting the water
from his mouth go down his chin. 14Then Achish said to his servants, Look!
theman is clearly off his head; why have you let him come beforeme? 15Are
there not enough unbalanced men about me, that you have let this person
come and do such tricks before me? is such aman to come into my house?

22
1 So David went away from there and took cover in a strong place at

Adullam; and his brothers and all his father's people, hearing of it, went
down to him there. 2And everyone who was in trouble, and everyone who
was in debt, and everyonewhowas bitter in soul, came together to him, and
he became captain over them: about four hundredmenwere joined to him.
3And from there David went to Mizpeh in the land of Moab: and he said to
thekingofMoab, Letmy fatherandmother comeandmake their living-place
with you till it is clear to me what God will do for me. 4And he took them to
the king of Moab and they went on living with him while David was in his
safe place. 5 And the prophet Gad said to David, Do not go on living in this
place but go into the land of Judah. Then David went away and came to the
woodland ofHereth. 6Andnewswas given to Saul that David had been seen,
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and themenwhowere with him: now Saul was in Gibeah, seated under the
tree in the high place, with his spear in his hand, and all his servants were
in their places before him. 7 Then Saul said to his servants who were there
about him, Give ear now, you Benjamites; will the son of Jesse give to every
oneof youfields andvine-gardens,will hemakeyouall captains of hundreds
and captains of thousands; 8 That all of you have made designs against me,
and not one of you gave me word when my son made an agreement with
the son of Jesse, and not one of you has pity for me or has made my eyes
open to the fact that my servant has been moved by my son against me, as
at this day? 9 Then Doeg, the Edomite, who was by the side of the servants
of Saul, in answer said, I saw the son of Jesse coming to Nob, to Ahimelech,
the son of Ahitub. 10And he got directions from the Lord for him, and gave
him food, and put in his hand the sword of Goliath the Philistine. 11Then the
king sent for Ahimelech the priest, the son of Ahitub, and for all the men of
his father's family who were priests in Nob: and they all came to the king.
12And Saul said, Give ear now, O son of Ahitub. And answering he said, Here
I am, my lord. 13And Saul said to him, Why have you made designs against
mewith the son of Jesse, giving him food and a sword and getting directions
from the Lord for him, and helping him to take up arms against me, and to
be on the watch to make a secret attack on me as he is doing now? 14 Then
Ahimelech answering said to the king, Who among all your servants is so
true to you as David, who is the king's son-in-law, and is a captain of your
armedmen, and has a place of honour in your house? 15 Is this the first time
I have got directions fromGod for him? Far be the thought! let the kingmake
no such statement against his servant ormy father's family, for your servant
has no knowledge, great or small, of this thing. 16And the king said, Youwill
certainlybeput todeath, Ahimelech, youandall your father's family. 17Then
the king said to the runners who were waiting near him, Put the priests of
the Lord to death; because they are on David's side, and having knowledge
of his flight, did not givemeword of it. But the king's servants would not put
out their hands tomake an attack on the Lord's priests. 18Then the king said
to Doeg, You are to put the priests to death. And Doeg the Edomite, turning
on the priests and attacking them, put to death that day eighty-fivemenwho
tookup the ephod. 19AndNob, the townof thepriests, he put to the sword, all
the men and women, children and babies at the breast, and oxen and asses
and sheep. 20And Abiathar, one of the sons of Ahimelech, the son of Ahitub,
got away and went in flight after David; 21 And gave him the news of how
Saul had put to death the Lord's priests. 22And David said to Abiathar, I was
certain that day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, that he would take the
news to Saul: I am responsible for the lives of all your father's family. 23Keep
herewithmeandhaveno fear; for hewhohas designs onmy life has designs
on yours: but withme youwill be safe.

23
1And they sent word to David, saying, The Philistines are fighting against

Keilah and taking the grain from the grain-floors. 2SoDavid, questioning the
Lord, said, Am I to go andmake an attack on these Philistines? And the Lord
said to David, Go and make an attack on the Philistines so that Keilah may
be kept from falling into their hands. 3 And David's men said to him, Even
here in Judah we are full of fear: how much more then if we go to Keilah
against the armies of the Philistines? 4 Then David put the question to the
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Lord again, and the Lord answering said, Up! go down to Keilah; for I will
give the Philistines into your hands. 5 So David and his men went to Keilah,
and had a fightwith the Philistines, and took away their cattle, and put them
to the sword with great destruction. So David was the saviour of the people
ofKeilah. 6NowwhenAbiathar, the sonofAhimelech,went inflight toDavid,
he came down to Keilah with the ephod in his hand. 7And news was given
to Saul that David had come to Keilah. And Saul said, Now God has given
him into my hands; for by going into a walled town with locked doors, he
has let himself be shut in. 8 And Saul sent for all the people to come to the
fight, and go down to Keilah to make an attack on David and his men. 9And
it was clear to David that Saul had evil designs against him, and he said to
Abiathar the priest, Come here with the ephod. 10 Then David said, O Lord,
theGodof Israel, newshasbeengiven toyour servant that it is Saul's purpose
to come to Keilah and send destruction on the town because of me. 11 And
now, is it true, as they have said to me, that Saul is coming? O Lord, the God
of Israel, give ear to your servant, and say if these things are so. And the Lord
said, He is coming down. 12Then David said, Will the men of Keilah give me
and my men up to Saul? and the Lord said, They will give you up. 13 Then
David and his men, about six hundred of them, went out of Keilah, and got
away wherever they were able to go. And Saul, hearing that David had got
away from Keilah, did not go there. 14And David kept in the waste land, in
safe places, waiting in the hill-country in the waste land of Ziph. And Saul
was searching for him every day, but God did not give himup into his hands.
15AndDavidwas full of fear, in the knowledge that Saul had come out to take
his life; and David was in the waste land of Ziph, in Horesh. 16 And Saul's
son Jonathan went to David in Horesh, and made his hands strong in God;
17And said to him, Have no fear, for Saul my father will not get you into his
power; andyouwill bekingof Israel, and Iwill bebyyour side, andmy father
Saul is certain of this. 18And the two of themmade an agreement before the
Lord: and David went on living in Horesh, and Jonathan went back to his
house. 19 Then the Ziphites came up to Gibeah to see Saul, and said, Is not
David living secretly among us in the strong places in Horesh, in the hill of
Hachilah to the south of the waste land? 20 So now, O king, have your soul's
desire and come down, and we, for our part, will give him up into the king's
hands. 21And Saul said, The Lord's blessing will be yours, for you have had
pity on me. 22Go now, and take more steps, and see where he is living: for
they say that he is expert in deceit. 23So take care to get knowledge of all the
secret placeswherehe is taking cover, andbe certain to comeback tome, and
I will gowith you: andwithout doubt, if he is anywhere in the land, I will get
him, amongall the families of Judah. 24And theywent back and came to Ziph
before Saul: but David and his men were in the waste land of Maon, in the
dry land south of the waste land. 25And Saul and his men went in search of
him. And David had word of it, so he came down to the rock in the waste
land ofMaon. And Saul, hearing of this, went after David into thewaste land
of Maon. 26 And Saul and his men went on one side of the mountain, and
David and his men went on the other: and David's purpose was to get away
as quickly as possible, for fear of Saul; for Saul and his men were making a
circle round David and his men in order to take them. 27 But a man came
to Saul saying, Be quick and come; for the Philistines have made an attack
on the land. 28 So turning back from going after David, Saul went against
the Philistines: so that place was named Sela-hammah-lekoth. 29And from
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there, David went up and took cover in the safe place of En-gedi.

24
1Nowwhen Saul came back from fighting the Philistines, news was given

him that David was in the waste land of En-gedi. 2 Then Saul took three
thousandof thebestmenout of all Israel, andwent in searchofDavidandhis
men on the rocks of themountain goats. 3And on theway he came to a place
where sheepwere kept, where therewas a hollow in the rock; and Saulwent
in for a private purpose. Now David and his men were in the deepest part
of the hollow. 4And David's men said to him, Now is the timewhen the Lord
says to you, Iwill giveupyourhater into yourhands todowithhimwhatever
seems good to you. Then David, getting up, took the skirt of Saul's robe in his
hand, cutting off the end of it without his knowledge. 5And later, David was
full of regret for cutting off Saul's skirt. 6And David said to his men, Before
the Lord, never let it be said that my hand was lifted up against my lord, the
man of the Lord's selection, for the Lord's holy oil has been put on him. 7 So
with thesewords David kept his servants back, and did not let themmake an
attack on Saul. And Saul got up and went on his way. 8And after that David
came out of the hollow rock, and crying after Saul said, My lord the king.
Andwhen Saul gave a look back, Davidwent down on his face and gave him
honour. 9AndDavid said to Saul,Whydo you give any attention to thosewho
say that it is my desire to do you wrong? 10 Look! you have seen today how
the Lord gave youup intomyhands evennow in the hollowof the rocks: and
some would have had me put you to death, but I had pity on you: for I said,
Never will my hand be lifted up against my lord, who has beenmarkedwith
the holy oil. 11And see, my father, see the skirt of your robe in my hand: for
the fact that I took off the skirt of your robe and did not put you to death is
witness that I have no evil purpose, and I have done you no wrong, though
you are waiting for my life to take it. 12May the Lord be judge between me
and you, and may the Lord give memy rights against you, but my hand will
never be lifted up against you. 13 There is an old saying, From the evil-doer
comes evil: but my hand will never be lifted up against you. 14After whom
has the king of Israel comeout? forwhomare you searching? for a dead dog,
an insect. 15So let theLordbe judge, andgiveadecisionbetweenmeandyou,
and see and give support to my cause, and keep me from falling into your
hands. 16 Now when David had said these words to Saul, Saul said, Is this
your voice, David, my son? And Saul was overcome with weeping. 17 And
he said to David, You are right and I amwrong: for you have given me back
good, but I have given you evil. 18And you havemade clear to me how good
you have been to me today: because, when the Lord gave me up into your
hands, you did not put me to death. 19 If a man comes across his hater, will
he let him get away safe? so may you be rewarded by the Lord for what you
have done for me today. 20And now I am certain that you will be king, and
that the kingdom of Israel will be made strong under your authority. 21 So
give me your oath by the Lord, that you will not put an end to my seed after
me or letmy name be cut off frommy father's family. 22AndDavid gave Saul
his oath. And Saul went back to his house; but David and hismenwent up to
their safe place.

25
1Anddeath came to Samuel; and all Israel came together,weeping for him,

and put his body in its resting-place in his house at Ramah. ThenDavidwent
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down to the waste land of Maon. 2 Now there was a man in Maon whose
business was in Carmel; he was a great man and had three thousand sheep
and a thousand goats: and he was cutting the wool of his sheep in Carmel.
3Now this manwas named Nabal, and his wife's namewas Abigail: she was
a woman of good sense and pleasing looks: but the man was cruel and evil
in hisways; hewas of the family of Caleb. 4AndDavid hadword in thewaste
land thatNabalwas cutting thewool of his sheep. 5AndDavid sent ten young
men, and said to them, Go up to Carmel and go to Nabal, and say kindwords
to him in my name; 6 And say this to my brother, May all be well for you:
peace be to you and your house and all you have. 7 I have hadword that you
have wool-cutters: now the keepers of your sheep have been with us, and
we have done them no evil, and taken nothing of theirs while they were in
Carmel. 8 If your young men are questioned they will say the same thing.
So now, let my young men have grace in your eyes, for we are come at a
good time; please give anything you may have by you to your servants and
to your son David. 9Andwhen David's youngmen came, they said all this to
Nabal, in David's name, and said nothing more. 10And Nabal gave them his
answer and said, Who is David? who is the son of Jesse? there are a number
of servants in thesedays runningaway fromtheirmasters. 11AmI to takemy
bread and my wine and the meat I have got ready for my wool-cutters and
give it to men coming from I have no idea where? 12 So David's young men,
turning away,went back and gave himan account of everything he had said.
13AndDavid said tohismen, Putonyour swords, everyoneofyou. Andevery
manput onhis sword; andDavid did the same; and about four hundredmen
wentupwithDavid, and twohundredkeptwatchover their goods. 14Butone
of the youngmen said toNabal'swifeAbigail, David sentmen from thewaste
land to say kind words to our master, and he gave them a rough answer.
15But thesemenhavebeenverygood tous; theydidusnowrongandnothing
of ours was touched while we were with them in the fields: 16 But day and
night they were like a wall round us while wewere with them, looking after
the sheep. 17 So now, give thought to what you are going to do; for evil is
in store for our master and all his house: for he is such a good-for-nothing
person that it is not possible to say anything to him. 18 Then Abigail quickly
took two hundred cakes of bread and two skins full of wine and five sheep
ready for cooking and five measures of dry grain and a hundred parcels of
dry grapes and two hundred cakes of figs, and put them on asses. 19And she
said to her youngmen, Go on in front ofmeand Iwill comeafter you. But she
said nothing to her husbandNabal. 20Nowwhile shewas going down under
cover of the mountain on her ass, David and his men came down against
her, and suddenly she came face to face with them. 21Now David had said,
What was the use of my taking care of this man's goods in the waste land, so
that therewas no loss of anythingwhichwas his? he has only givenme back
evil for good. 22MayGod's punishment be on David, if whenmorning comes
there is somuchasonemaleofhispeople still living. 23AndwhenAbigail saw
David, shequickly got offher ass, falling downonher face beforehim. 24And
falling at his feet she said, May the wrong be onme, my lord, onme: let your
servant say a word to you, and give ear to the words of your servant. 25 Let
my lord give no attention to Nabal, that good-for-nothing: for as his name
is, so is he, a man without sense: but I, your servant, did not see the young
men whommy lord sent. 26 So now, my lord, by the living God and by your
living soul, seeing that the Lord has kept you from the crime of blood and
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from taking into your hands the punishment for your wrongs, may all your
haters, and those who would do evil to my lord, be like Nabal. 27And let this
offering,whichyour servant gives tomy lord, be given to theyoungmenwho
are with my lord. 28And may the sin of your servant have forgiveness: for
the Lord will certainly make your family strong, because my lord is fighting
in the Lord'swar; and no evil will be seen in you all your days. 29And though
a man has taken up arms against you, putting your life in danger, still the
soul of my lord will be kept safe among the band of the living with the Lord
your God; and the souls of those who are against you he will send violently
away from him, like stones from a bag. 30And when the Lord has done for
my lord all those good things which he has said he will do for you, and has
made youa ruler over Israel; 31Thenyouwill haveno cause for grief, andmy
lord's heart will not be troubled because you have taken life without cause
and have yourself given punishment for your wrongs: and when the Lord
has been good to you, then give a thought to your servant. 32And David said
to Abigail, May the Lord, the God of Israel, be praised, who sent you to me
today: 33A blessing on your good sense and on you, who have keptme today
from the crime of blood and from taking into my hands the punishment for
my wrongs. 34 For truly, by the living Lord, the God of Israel, who has kept
me from doing you evil, if you had not been so quick in coming to me and
meeting me, by dawn there would not have been in Nabal's house so much
as one male living. 35 Then David took from her hands her offering: and he
said toher, Goback to yourhouse inpeace; see, I have givenear to yourvoice,
and taken your offeringwith respect. 36AndAbigail went back toNabal; and
he was feasting in his house like a king; and Nabal's heart was full of joy, for
hehad takenmuchwine; so she said nothing to him till dawn came. 37And in
themorning, when the effect of thewinewas gone, Nabal's wife gave him an
account of all these things, and all the heart went out of him, and he became
like stone. 38 And about ten days after, the Lord sent disease on Nabal and
death came to him. 39 And David, hearing that Nabal was dead, said, May
the Lord be praised, who has taken upmy cause against Nabal for the shame
which he put onme, and has kept back his servant from evil, and has sent on
Nabal's head the reward of his evil-doing. And David sent word to Abigail,
desiring to takeherashiswife. 40AndwhenDavid's servants came toCarmel,
to Abigail, they said to her, David has sent us to you to take you to him as his
wife. 41And she got up, and going down on her face to the earth, said, See,
I am ready to be a servant-girl, washing the feet of the servants of my lord.
42 Then Abigail got up quickly and went on her ass, with five of her young
women, after the men whom David had sent; and she became David's wife.
43AndDavid had takenAhinoamof Jezreel, to be hiswife; these twowere his
wives. 44Now Saul had given his daughter Michal, David's wife, to Palti the
son of Laish of Gallim.

26
1 And the Ziphites came to Saul at Gibeah, and said, Is not David waiting

secretly near us in the hill of Hachilah, before the waste land? 2 Then Saul
went down to the waste land of Ziph, taking with him three thousand of
the best men of Israel, to make search for David in the waste land of Ziph.
3 And Saul put up his tents on the hill of Hachilah, which is in front of the
waste land on the road. But David was in the waste land, and he saw that
Saul was coming after him. 4And so David sent out watchers, and got word
from them that Saul was certainly coming. 5And David got up and came to
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the place where Saul's tents were: and David had a view of the place where
Saul was sleeping with Abner, the son of Ner, the captain of his army: and
Saul was sleeping inside the ring of carts, and the tents of the people were
all round him. 6 Then David said to Ahimelech the Hittite, and to Abishai,
the son of Zeruiah, brother of Joab,Whowill go downwithme to the tents of
Saul? AndAbishai said, Iwill go downwith you. 7SoDavid andAbishai came
downto thearmybynight: andSaulwas sleeping inside the ringof cartswith
his spear planted in the earth by his head: and Abner and the people were
sleeping round him. 8 Then Abishai said to David, God has given up your
hater into your hands today; now let me give him one blow through to the
earth with his spear, and there will be no need to give him a second. 9And
David said to Abishai Do not put him to death; for who, without sin, may put
out his hand against the man on whom the Lord has put the holy oil? 10And
David said, By the living Lord, the Lord will send destruction on him; the
natural day of his deathwill come, or hewill go into the fight and come to his
end. 11Never will my hand be stretched out against the man marked with
the holy oil; but take the spear which is by his head and the vessel of water,
and let us go. 12 So David took the spear and the vessel of water from Saul's
head; and they got away without any man seeing them, or being conscious
of their coming, or awaking; for they were all sleeping because a deep sleep
from the Lord had come on them. 13Then David went over to the other side,
and took his place on the top of amountain some distance away, with a great
space between them; 14 And crying out to the people and to Abner, the son
of Ner, David said, Have you no answer to give, Abner? Then Abner said,
Who is that crying out to the king? 15And David said to Abner, Are you not
a man of war? is there any other like you in Israel? why then have you not
kept watch over your lord the king? for one of the people came in to put the
king your lord to death. 16What you have done is not good. By the living
Lord, death is the right fate for you, because you have not kept watch over
your lord, theman onwhom the Lord has put the holy oil. Now see, where is
the king's spear, and the vessel of water which was by his head? 17And Saul,
conscious that the voice was David's, said, Is that your voice, David, my son?
And David said, It is my voice, O my lord king. 18And he said, Why does my
lord go armed against his servant? what have I done? or what evil is there
in me? 19Let my lord the king give ear now to the words of his servant. If it
is the Lord who is moving you against me, let him take an offering: but if it
is the children of men, may they be cursed before the Lord, for driving me
out today and keeping me frommy place in the heritage of the Lord, saying,
Go, be the servant of other gods. 20Then do not let my blood be drained out
on the earth away from the face of the Lord: for the king of Israel has come
out to take my life, like one going after birds in the mountains. 21Then Saul
said, I have done wrong: come back to me, David my son: I will do you no
morewrong, becausemy lifewas dear to you today truly, I have been foolish
and my error is very great. 22 Then David said, Here is the king's spear! let
one of the youngmen come over and get it. 23And the Lordwill give to every
man the reward of his righteousness and his faith: because the Lord gave
you into my hands today, and I would not put out my hand against the man
who has been marked with the holy oil. 24 And so, as your life was dear to
me today, may my life be dear to the Lord, and may he make me free from
all my troubles. 25Then Saul said to David, May a blessing be on you, David,
my son; youwill do great things andwithout doubt youwill overcome. Then
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David went on his way, and Saul went back to his place.

27
1AndDavid said to himself, Somedaydeathwill come tomeby the hand of

Saul: the only thing forme to do is to get away into the land of the Philistines;
then Saul will give up hope of takingme in any part of the land of Israel: and
so I may be able to get away from him. 2 So David and the six hundred men
whowerewithhimwentover toAchish, the sonofMaoch, kingofGath. 3And
Davidandhismenwere livingwithAchishatGath; everymanhadhis family
with him, and David had his two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel, and Abigail of
Carmel, who had been the wife of Nabal. 4And Saul, hearing that David had
gone to Gath, went after him no longer. 5 Then David said to Achish, If now
I have grace in your eyes, let me have a place in one of the smaller towns
of your land, to be my living-place; for it is not right for your servant to be
livingwith you in the king's town. 6So Achish straight away gave himZiklag:
and for that reason Ziklag has been the property of the kings of Judah to this
day. 7 And David was living in the land of the Philistines for the space of a
year and four months. 8And David and his men went up and made attacks
on the Geshurites and the Girzites and the Amalekites; for these were the
people who were living in the land from Telam on the way to Shur, as far as
Egypt. 9And David again and again made attacks on the land till not a man
or awomanwas still living; andhe took away the sheep and the oxen and the
asses and the camels and the clothing; and he came back to Achish. 10And
every time Achish said, Where have you been fighting today? David said,
Against the South of Judah and the South of the Jerahmeelites and the South
of theKenites. 11Not one livingmanorwomandidDavid ever takebackwith
him toGath, fearing that theymight give an account ofwhat had takenplace,
and say, This is what David did, and so has he been doing all the time while
he has been living in the land of the Philistines. 12And Achish had belief in
what David said, saying, He has made himself hated by all his people Israel,
and so he will be my servant for ever.

28
1Now in those days the Philistines got their forces together tomakewar on

Israel. And Achish said to David, Certainly you and your men are to go out
with me to the fight. 2And David said to Achish, You will see nowwhat your
servantwill do. AndAchish said to David, Then Iwillmake you keeper ofmy
head for ever. 3Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel, after weeping for him,
had put his body in its last resting-place in Ramah, his town. And Saul had
put away from the land all those who had control of spirits and who made
use of secret arts. 4 And the Philistines came together and put their forces
in position in Shunem; and Saul got all Israel together and they took up their
positions inGilboa. 5AndwhenSaul sawthePhilistinearmyhewas troubled,
and his heart was moved with fear. 6And when Saul went for directions to
the Lord, the Lord gave him no answer, by a dream or by the Urim or by the
prophets. 7Then Saul said to his servants, Get me a womanwho has control
of a spirit so that I may go to her and get directions. And his servants said to
him, There is such a woman at En-dor. 8 So Saul, putting on other clothing,
so that hemight not be seen to be the king, took twomenwith him andwent
to the woman by night; and he said, Now, with the help of the spirit which
you have, make the person whose name I will give you come up. 9And the
woman said to him, But you have knowledge of what Saul has done, how he
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hasput awayoutof the land thosewhohavecontrol of spirits and theusersof
secret arts: whywould you, by a trick, putme indanger of death? 10AndSaul
made an oath to her by the Lord, saying, By the living Lord, no punishment
will come to you for this. 11 Then the woman said, Who am I to let you see?
And he said, Make Samuel come up for me. 12 And the woman saw that it
was Saul, and she gave a loud cry, and said to Saul, Why have you made use
of deceit? for you are Saul. 13And the king said to her, Have no fear: what do
you see? And the woman said to Saul, I see a god coming up out of the earth.
14And he said to her,What is his form? And she said, It is an oldman coming
up covered with a robe. And Saul saw that it was Samuel, and with his face
bent down to the earth he gave himhonour. 15And Samuel said to Saul,Why
have you made me come up, troubling my rest? And Saul in answer said, I
am in great danger; for the Philistines are making war on me, and God has
gone away fromme and will no longer give me any answer, by the prophets
or by dreams: so I have sent for you to make clear to me what I am to do.
16 And Samuel said, Why do you put your questions to me, seeing that God
has gone away from you and is on the side of himwho is against you? 17And
the Lord himself has done what I said: the Lord has taken the kingdom out
of your hand and given it to your neighbour David; 18 Because you did not
do what the Lord said, and did not give effect to his burning wrath against
Amalek. So the Lord has done this thing to you today. 19Andmore than this,
the Lord will give Israel up with you into the hands of the Philistines: and
tomorrow you and your sons will be with me: and the Lord will give up the
army of Israel into the hands of the Philistines. 20Then Saul went down flat
on the earth, and was full of fear because of Samuel's words: and there was
no strength in him, for he had taken no food all that day or all that night.
21 And the woman came to Saul and saw that he was in great trouble, and
said to him, See now, your servant has given ear to your words, and I have
putmy life in danger by doing what you said. 22So now, give ear to the voice
of your servant, and letme give you a little bread; and take some food to give
you strength when you go on your way. 23 But he would not, saying, I have
no desire for food. But his servants, together with the woman, made him
take food, and he gave way to them. So he got up from the earth, and took
his seat on the bed. 24And the woman had in the house a young cow, made
fat for food; and she put it to death straight away; and she tookmeal and got
it mixed and made unleavened bread; 25And she put it before Saul and his
servants, and they had a meal. Then they got up and went away the same
night.

29
1NowthePhilistinesgot all their army togetheratAphek: and the Israelites

put their forces in position by the fountain in Jezreel. 2And the lords of the
Philistineswent onwith their hundreds and their thousands, andDavid and
his men came after with Achish. 3 Then the rulers of the Philistines said,
What are these Hebrews doing here? And Achish said to the rulers of the
Philistines, Is this not David, the servant of Saul the king of Israel, who has
been with me for a year or two, and I have never seen any wrong in him
from the timewhenhe came tome till now? 4But the rulers of the Philistines
were angry with him, and said to him, Make the man go back to the place
you have given him; do not let him go downwith us to the fight, or hemay be
turned against us and be false to us: for howwill this manmake peace with
his lord? will it not be with the heads of these men? 5 Is this not David, who
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was named in their songs, when in the dance they said to one another, Saul
has put to death thousands, andDavid tens of thousands? 6ThenAchish sent
forDavid and said tohim, By the livingLord, youareupright, andeverything
you have done with me in the army has been pleasing to me: I have seen no
evil in you from the day when you came to me till now: but still, the lords
are not pleased with you. 7 So now go back, and go in peace, so that you do
not make the lords of the Philistines angry. 8And David said to Achish, But
what have I done? what have you seen in your servant while I have been
with you till this day, that I may not go and take up arms against those who
are nowmaking war on my lord the king? 9And Achish in answer said, It is
true that inmy eyes you are good, like an angel of God: but still, the rulers of
the Philistines have said, He is not to go up with us to the fight. 10 So get up
early in the morning, with the servants of your lord who are with you, and
go to the place I have given you, and have no evil design in your heart, for
you are good in my eyes; but when there is light enough in the morning, go
away. 11 So David and his men got up early in the morning to go back to the
land of the Philistines. And the Philistines went up to Jezreel.

30
1 Now when David and his men came to Ziklag on the third day, the

Amalekites had made an attack on the South and on Ziklag, and had over-
come Ziklag and put it on fire; 2And hadmade the women and all whowere
there, small and great, prisoners: they had not put any of them to death, but
had taken them all away. 3And when David and his men came to the town,
they saw that it had been burned down, and their wives and their sons and
daughters had beenmade prisoners. 4Then David and the people whowere
with him gave themselves up toweeping till theywere able to go onweeping
no longer. 5 And David's two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail, the
wife of Nabal of Carmel, had been made prisoners. 6And David was greatly
troubled; for the people were talking of stoning him, because their hearts
were bitter, every man sorrowing for his sons and his daughters: but David
made himself strong in the Lord his God. 7 And David said to Abiathar the
priest, the son of Ahimelech, Come here tomewith the ephod. And Abiathar
took the ephod to David. 8 Then David, questioning the Lord, said, Am I to
go after this band? will I be able to overtake them? And in answer he said,
Go after them, for youwill certainly overtake them, and get back everything.
9 So David went, and his six hundred men went with him, and they came to
the stream Besor. 10 And David, with four hundred men, went on: but two
hundred of them were overcome with weariness, and not able to go across
the stream. 11 And in the fields they saw an Egyptian whom they took to
David, and they gavehimbread, andhehad ameal, and they gavehimwater
fordrink; 12And theygavehimpart of a cakeoffigs and somedrygrapes; and
after the food, his spirit came back to him, for he had had no food or drink
for three days and nights. 13And David said to him,Whoseman are you and
wheredo you come from? Andhe said, I amayoungmanof Egypt, servant to
an Amalekite; and my master went on without me because three days back
I became ill. 14We made an attack on the south part of the country of the
Cherethites, and on the landwhich is Judah's, and on the south of Caleb; and
we put Ziklag on fire. 15 And David said to him, Will you take me down to
this band? And he said, If you give me your oath that you will not put me to
death or givemeup tomymaster, Iwill take you to them. 16Andwhenhehad
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taken him down, they saw them all, seated about on all sides, feasting and
drinking among all the mass of goods which they had taken from the land
of the Philistines and the land of Judah. 17And David went on fighting them
from evening till the evening of the day after; and not one of them got away
butonly fourhundredyoungmenwhowent inflight oncamels. 18AndDavid
got back everything theAmalekites had taken; andhegot backhis twowives.
19 There was no loss of anything, small or great, sons or daughters or goods
or anything which they had taken away: David got it all back. 20 And they
took all the flocks and herds, and driving them in front of him, said, These
are David's. 21 And David came to the two hundred men, who because of
weariness had not gonewith him, butwerewaiting at the streamBesor: and
theywent out, meeting David and the people whowerewith him; andwhen
they came near them, they said, How are you? 22Then the bad and good-for-
nothing men among those who went with David said, Because they did not
go with us, we will give them nothing of the goods which we have got back,
but only to every man his wife and children, so that he may take them and
go. 23 Then David said, You are not to do this, my brothers, after what the
Lord has given us, who has kept us safe and given up the band which came
against us into our hands. 24Who is going to give any attention to you in this
question? for an equal part will be given to himwhowent to the fight and to
him who was waiting by the goods: they are all to have the same. 25And so
hemade it a rule and an order for Israel from that day till now. 26Andwhen
David came to Ziklag, he sent some of the goods to the responsible men of
Judah, and to his friends, saying, Here is an offering for you from the goods
of those who were fighting against the Lord; 27He sent to those who were in
Beth-el, and in Ramah of the South, and in Jattir; 28And to those in Arara and
Eshtemoa 29 and Carmel and in the towns of the Jerahmeelites, and in the
towns of the Kenites; 30And to those whowere in Hormah and in Bor-ashan
and in Athach; 31And in Hebron, and to all the places where David and his
men had been living.

31
1 Now the Philistines were fighting against Israel: and the men of Israel

went in flight before the Philistines, falling downwounded inMount Gilboa.
2 And the Philistines overtook Saul and his sons; and they put to death
Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchi-shua, the sons of Saul. 3 And the fight
was going badly for Saul, and the archers came across him, and he was
wounded by the archers. 4 Then Saul said to the servant who had the care
of his arms, Take out your sword and put it through me, before these men
without circumcision come and make sport of me. But his servant, full of
fear, would not do so. Then Saul took out his sword, and falling on it, put
an end to himself. 5 And when his servant saw that Saul was dead, he did
the same, and was united with him in death. 6 So death overtook Saul and
his three sons and his servant on the same day. 7 And when the men of
Israel across the valley and on the other side of Jordan saw that the army
of Israel was in flight and that Saul and his sons were dead, they came out
of their towns andwent in flight; and the Philistines came and took them for
themselves. 8Now on the day after, when the Philistines came to take their
goods from the dead, they saw Saul and his three sons dead on the earth in
Mount Gilboa. 9And cutting offhis head and taking away hiswar-dress, they
sent word into the land of the Philistines round about, to take the news to
their gods and to thepeople. 10Hiswar-dress theyput in thehouse ofAstarte;
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and his body was fixed on the wall of Beth-shan. 11And when the people of
Jabesh-gilead had news of what the Philistines had done to Saul, 12 All the
fightingmen got up and, travelling all night, took Saul's body and the bodies
of his sons from thewall of Beth-shan; and they came to Jabeshandhad them
burned there. 13And their bones they put in the earth under a tree in Jabesh;
and for seven days they took no food.
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The Second Book of Samuel
1 Now after the death of Saul, when David, having come back from the

destruction of the Amalekites, had been in Ziklag for two days; 2On the third
day aman came fromSaul's tents, with his clothing out of order and earth on
his head: and when he came to David, he went down on the earth and gave
him honour. 3And David said to him, Where have you come from? And he
said, I have come in flight from the tents of Israel. 4And David said to him,
How did things go? Give me the news. And in answer he said, The people
have gone in flight from the fight, and a great number of them are dead; and
Saul and his son Jonathan are dead. 5And David said to the youngmanwho
gave him the news, Why are you certain that Saul and his son Jonathan are
dead? 6And theyoungmansaid, I camebychance toMountGilboa, and I saw
Saul supporting himself on his spear; and the war-carriages and horsemen
overtook him. 7 And looking back, he saw me and gave a cry to me. And
answering him I said, Here am I. 8 And he said to me, Who are you? And I
said, I am an Amalekite. 9Then he said tome, Come here tomy side, and put
me to death, for the pain of death has me in its grip but my life is still strong
in me. 10 So I put my foot on him and gave him his death-blow, because I
was certain that hewould not go on living after his fall: and I took the crown
from his head and the band from his arm, and I have them here formy lord.
11Then David gave way to bitter grief, and so did all themenwhowere with
him: 12 And till evening they gave themselves to sorrow and weeping, and
took no food, weeping for Saul and for Jonathan, his son, and for the people
of the Lord and for the men of Israel; because they had come to their end
by the sword. 13 And David said to the young man who had given him the
news, Where do you come from? And he said, I am the son of a man from
a strange land; I am an Amalekite. 14 And David said to him, Had you no
fear of stretching out your hand to put to death the one marked with the
holy oil? 15And David sent for one of his young men and said, Go near and
put an end to him. And he put him to death. 16And David said to him, May
your blood be on your head; for your mouth has given witness against you,
saying, I have put to death the man marked with the holy oil. 17Then David
made this song of grief for Saul and Jonathan, his son: 18 (It is recorded in the
book of Jashar for teaching to the sons of Judah) and he said: 19The glory, O
Israel, is dead on your high places! Howhave the great ones beenmade low!
20Give no news of it in Gath, let it not be said in the streets of Ashkelon; or
the daughters of the Philistines will be glad, the daughters of men without
circumcision will be uplifted in joy. 21Omountains of Gilboa, let there be no
dew or rain on you, you fields of death: for there the arms of the strong have
beenshamed, thearmsof Saul, as if hehadnotbeenmarkedwith theholyoil.
22From the blood of the dead, from the fat of the strong, the bow of Jonathan
was not turned back, the sword of Saul did not come back unused. 23 Saul
and Jonathan were loved and pleasing; in their lives and in their death they
were not parted; they went more quickly than eagles, they were stronger
than lions. 24Odaughters of Israel, have sorrow for Saul, bywhomyouwere
delicately clothed in robes of red, with ornaments of gold on your dresses.
25How have the great ones been made low in the fight! Jonathan is dead on
your high places. 26 I am full of grief for you,mybrother Jonathan: very dear



2 Samuel 1:27 310 2 Samuel 2:25

have you been to me: your love for me was a wonder, greater than the love
of women. 27How have the great ones been made low, and the arms of war
broken!

2
1Now after this, David, questioning the Lord, said, Am I to go up into any

of the towns of Judah? And the Lord said to him, Go up. And David said,
Where am I to go? And he said, To Hebron. 2 So David went there, taking
with himhis twowives, Ahinoamof Jezreel, andAbigail, thewife of Nabal of
Carmel. 3And David took all his men with him, every man with his family:
and they were living in the towns round Hebron. 4 And the men of Judah
came there, andwith the holy oil made David king over the people of Judah.
Andword came to David that it was themen of Jabesh-gilead who put Saul's
body in its last resting-place. 5 And David sent to the men of Jabesh-gilead
and said to them,May the Lord give you his blessing, because you have done
this kind act to Saul your lord, and have put his body to rest! 6May the Lord
be good and true to you: and Imyself will see that your kind act is rewarded,
because you have done this thing. 7Then let your hands be strong, and have
no fear: though Saul your lord is dead, the people of Judah have made me
their king. 8 Now Abner, the son of Ner, captain of Saul's army, had taken
Saul's son Ish-bosheth over to Mahanaim, 9And made him king over Gilead
and the Asherites and over Jezreel and Ephraim and Benjamin, that is, over
all Israel. 10 (Saul's son Ish-boshethwas forty years oldwhenhe becameking
over Israel, and he was ruler for two years.) But Judah was on the side of
David. 11 And the time when David was king in Hebron over the people of
Judah was seven years and six months. 12 And Abner, the son of Ner, with
the servants of Saul's son Ish-bosheth, went out from Mahanaim to Gibeon.
13 And Joab, the son of Zeruiah, and the servants of David, went out and
came face to face with them by the pool of Gibeon; and they took up their
position, facing one another on opposite sides of the pool. 14And Abner said
to Joab, Let the young men give a test of their strength before us. And Joab
said, Let them do so. 15 So they got up and went over by number: twelve for
Benjamin and Ish-bosheth and twelve of the servants of David. 16And every
one got the other by the head, driving his sword into the other's side, so they
all went down together: and that place was named the Field of Sides, and it
is in Gibeon. 17And therewas hardfighting that day; andAbner and themen
of Israel gave way before the servants of David. 18There were three sons of
Zeruiah there, Joab and Abishai and Asahel: and Asahel was as quick-footed
as a roe of the fields. 19Asahel went running after Abner, not turning to the
right or to the left. 20ThenAbner, looking back, said, Is it you, Asahel? Andhe
said, It is I. 21And Abner said, Then go to the right or to the left and put your
hands on one of the fighting-men and take his arms. But Asahel would not
be turned away from going after Abner. 22Then again Abner said to Asahel,
Go to one side, do not keep on coming after me: why will you make me put
an end to you? for then Iwill be shamed before your brother Joab. 23But still
he did not go to one side: so Abner gave hima back blow in the stomachwith
his spear, so that the spear came out at his back; and he went down on the
earth, wounded to death: and all those who came to the place where Asahel
went down dead, came to a stop. 24But Joab and Abishai went after Abner:
and the sunwent downwhen they came to the hill of Ammah,which is to the
east of the road through thewaste land of Geba. 25And themen of Benjamin



2 Samuel 2:26 311 2 Samuel 3:18

came together after Abner in one band, and took their places on the top of
a hill. 26 Then crying out to Joab, Abner said, Are fighting and destruction
to go on for ever? do you not see that the end will only be bitter? how long
will it be before you send the people back and make them give up attacking
their countrymen? 27And Joab said, By the living God, if you had not given
theword, the peoplewould have gone on attacking their countrymen till the
morning. 28 So Joab had a horn sounded, and all the people came to a stop,
and gave up going after Israel and fighting them. 29And all that night Abner
and his men went through the Arabah; they went over Jordan and through
all Bithron and came to Mahanaim. 30 And Joab came back from fighting
Abner: and when he had got all his men together, it was seen that nineteen
of David's men, in addition to Asahel, were not with them. 31 But David's
men had put to death three hundred and sixty of the men of Benjamin and
of Abner's men 32And they took Asahel's body and put it in the last resting-
place of his father in Beth-lehem. And Joab and his men, travelling all night,
came to Hebron at dawn.

3
1 Now there was a long war between Saul's people and David's people;

and David became stronger and stronger, but those on Saul's side became
more and more feeble. 2While David was in Hebron he became the father
of sons: the oldest was Amnon, son of Ahinoam of Jezreel; 3And the second,
Chileab, whosemother was Abigail, the wife of Nabal the Carmelite; and the
third, Absalom, son ofMaacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur; 4And
the fourth, Adonijah, the son of Haggith; and the fifth, Shephatiah, the son
of Abital; 5 And the sixth, Ithream, whose mother was David's wife Eglah.
Thesewere the sons of David,whose birth took place inHebron. 6Nowwhile
therewaswar between Saul's people andDavid's people, Abnerwasmaking
himself strong among the supporters of Saul. 7 Now Saul had among his
wives a woman named Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah: and Ish-bosheth said
to Abner,Why have you takenmy father's wife? 8AndAbnerwas very angry
at the words of Ish-bosheth, and he said, Am I a dog's head of Judah? I am
this day doing all in my power for the cause of your father Saul and for his
brothers and his friends, and have not given you up into the hands of David,
and now you say I have donewrongwith awoman. 9MayGod's punishment
be on Abner, if I do not for David as the Lord in his oath has said, 10And if I
do not take away the kingdom from the family of Saul andmake David ruler
over Israel and Judah fromDan as far as Beer-sheba! 11And so greatwas Ish-
bosheth's fear of Abner that he was not able to say a word in answer. 12And
Abner sentmen toDavidatHebron, saying,Makeanagreementwithme, and
I will give youmy support in getting all Israel on your side. 13And he said, It
is well; I will make an agreement with you, but on one condition, which is,
that when you come before me, Saul's daughter Michal is to come with you;
till she comes you will not see my face. 14And David sent men to Saul's son
Ish-bosheth, saying, Give me back Michal, my wife, whom I made mine for
the price of the private parts of a hundred Philistines. 15 So Ish-bosheth sent
and took her from her husband Paltiel, the son of Laish. 16And her husband
wentwith her as far as Bahurim,weepingwhile hewent. ThenAbner said to
him, Goback. Andhewent back. 17ThenAbner had a talkwith the chiefmen
of Israel, saying, In the past it was your desire to make David your king: so
now, do it: 18For the Lord has said of David, By the hand ofmy servant David
I will make my people Israel safe from the Philistines, and from all who are
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against them. 19And Abner said the same things to Benjamin: and he went
to David in Hebron to make clear to him what seemed good to Israel and to
all the people of Benjamin. 20SoAbner, with twentymen, came toHebron, to
David. And David made a feast for Abner and the men who were with him.
21AndAbner said toDavid, Now Iwill go, andmake all Israel come tomy lord
the king, so that they may make an agreement with you, and your kingdom
may be as wide as your heart's desire. Then David sent Abner away and he
went in peace. 22Now the servants of David and Joab had been out attacking
a band of armedmen, and they came back with a great store of goods taken
in the fight: but Abner was no longer in Hebron with David, for he had sent
him away and he had gone in peace. 23When Joab and his men came, news
was given them that Abner, the son of Ner, had come to the king, who had let
him go away again in peace. 24 Then Joab came to the king, and said, What
have youdone? whenAbner came to youwhydid you sendhimawayand let
him go? 25 Is it not clear to you that Abner, the son of Ner, came with deceit
to get knowledge of your going out and your coming in and of all you are
doing? 26Andwhen Joab had come out fromDavid, he sentmen after Abner,
and theyovertookhimat thewater-springof Sirah, andmadehimcomeback
with them: butDavidhadnoknowledgeof it. 27AndwhenAbnerwasback in
Hebron, Joab tookhimonone sideby thedoorwayof the town tohaveaword
with himquietly, and there he gave him awound in the stomach, causing his
death in payment for the death of his brotherAsahel. 28AndwhenDavidhad
word of it he said, May I andmy kingdom be clear for ever in the eyes of the
Lord from the blood of Abner, the son of Ner: 29May it come on the head of
Joab and all his father's family: among the men of Joab's family may there
ever be some who are diseased or lepers, or who do the work of women, or
are put to the sword, or arewasted fromneed of food! 30So Joab andAbishai
his brother put Abner to death, because he had put to death their brother
Asahel in the fight at Gibeon. 31 And David said to Joab and all the people
who were with him, Go in grief and put haircloth about you, in sorrow for
Abner. And King David went after the dead body. 32 And they put Abner's
body to rest in Hebron; and the king and all the people were weeping loudly
by the resting-place of Abner's body. 33 And the king made a song of grief
for Abner and said, Was the death of Abner to be like the death of a foolish
man? 34Your handswere free, your feet were not chained: like the downfall
of a man before evil men, so was your fall. And the weeping of the people
over him went on again. 35 And the people came to make David take food,
while it was still day, but David with an oath said, May God's punishment
be on me if I take a taste of bread or any other thing till the sun has gone
down! 36And all the people took note of it andwere pleased: like everything
the king did, it was pleasing to the people. 37 So it was clear to Israel and to
all the people on that day that the king was not responsible for the death of
Abner, the son of Ner. 38 And the king said to his servants, Do you not see
that a chief and a great man has come to his end today in Israel? 39While I,
though I am crowned king, have little strength, and these men, the sons of
Zeruiah, are out ofmy control: may the Lord give to the evil-doer the reward
of his evil-doing!

4
1 And when Saul's son Ish-bosheth had news that Abner was dead in

Hebron, his hands became feeble, and all the Israelites were troubled. 2And
Saul's son had two men, captains of bands, one named Baanah and the
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other Rechab, sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, of the tribe of Benjamin; (for
Beeroth was at one time taken to be part of Benjamin: 3 But the people of
Beeroth had gone in flight to Gittaim, where they have been living to this
day.) 4Now Jonathan, Saul's son, had a son whose feet were damaged. He
was five years old when news of the death of Saul and Jonathan came from
Jezreel, and thewomanwho took care of him took himup andwent in flight:
andwhile she was getting him away as quickly as she was able, he had a fall
and his feet were damaged. His namewasMephibosheth. 5And Rechab and
Baanah, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, went out and came to the house
of Ish-bosheth in the heat of the day, when he was resting in the middle of
the day. Now the woman who kept the door was cleaning grain, and sleep
overcame her. 6 And Rechab and his brother Baanah got in without being
seen. 7Andwhen they came into the house, Ish-boshethwas stretched onhis
bed in his bedroom; and they made an attack on him and put him to death,
and, cuttingoffhishead, they took itwith themandwentby the road through
the Arabah all night. 8 And they took the head of Ish-bosheth to David in
Hebron, and said to the king, Here is the head of Ish-bosheth, the son of Saul
your hater, whowould have taken your life; the Lord has taken payment for
the wrongs of my lord the king from Saul and his seed today. 9 And David
made answer to Rechab and his brother Baanah, the sons of Rimmon the
Beerothite, and said to them, By the living Lord, who has kept me safe from
all my trouble, 10When one came tomewith the news of Saul's death, in the
belief that it would be good news, I took him and put him to death in Ziklag,
which was the reward I gave him for his news: 11How much more, when
evil men have put an upright person to death, in his house, sleeping on his
bed, will I take payment from you for his blood, and have you cut off from
the earth? 12And David gave orders to his young men and they put them to
death, cutting off their hands and their feet and hanging themup by the side
of the pool in Hebron. But they took the head of Ish-bosheth and put it in its
last resting-place with Abner's body in Hebron.

5
1Then all the tribes of Israel came to David in Hebron and said, Truly, we

are your bone and yourflesh. 2 In the pastwhen Saulwas king over us, itwas
you who went at the head of Israel when they went out or came in: and the
Lord said to you, You are to be the keeper ofmy people Israel and their ruler.
3 So all the responsible men of Israel came to the king at Hebron; and King
David made an agreement with them in Hebron before the Lord: and they
put the holy oil on David and made him king over Israel. 4David was thirty
years oldwhenhebecameking, andhewasking for forty years, 5Rulingover
Judah in Hebron for seven years and six months, and in Jerusalem, over all
Israel and Judah, for thirty-three years. 6 And the king and his men went
to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the people of the land: and they said to
David, Youwill not come inhere, but theblindand the feeble-footedwill keep
youout; for they said, Davidwill not be able to come inhere. 7ButDavid took
the strongplaceofZion,which is the townofDavid. 8AndthatdayDavid said,
Whoever makes an attack on the Jebusites, let him go up by the water-pipe,
and put to death all the blind and feeble-footedwho are hated byDavid. And
this iswhy they say, Theblindand feeble-footedmaynot come into thehouse.
9 So David took the strong tower for his living-place, naming it the town of
David. And David took in hand the building of the town all round, starting
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from the Millo. 10And David became greater and greater; for the Lord, the
God of armies, was with him. 11And Hiram, king of Tyre, sent men to David,
with cedar-trees andwoodworkers and stoneworkers: and theymadeDavid
a house. 12And David saw that the Lord had made his position safe as king
over Israel, and that he had made his kingdom great because of his people
Israel. 13And David took more women and wives in Jerusalem, after he had
come from Hebron: and he had more sons and daughters. 14 These are the
names of those whose birth took place in Jerusalem: Shammua and Shobab
and Nathan and Solomon 15And Ibhar and Elishua and Nepheg and Japhia
16 And Elishama and Eliada and Eliphelet. 17 And when the Philistines had
news thatDavidhadbeenmadekingover Israel, theyallwentup in searchof
David; and David, hearing of it, went down to the strong place. 18And when
the Philistines came, they went in every direction in the valley of Rephaim.
19And David, desiring directions from the Lord, said, Am I to go up against
the Philistines? will you give them up into my hands? And the Lord said,
Go up, for I will certainly give up the Philistines into your hands. 20 And
David went to Baal-perazim, and overcame them there; and he said, The
Lord has let the forces fighting against me be broken before me as a wall is
brokenby rushingwaters. So that placewasnamedBaal-perazim. 21And the
Philistines,when theywent inflight, didnot take their imageswith them, and
David and his men took them away. 22 And the Philistines came up again,
and went in every direction in the valley of Rephaim. 23 And when David
went for directions to the Lord, he said, You are not to go up against them
in front; but make a circle round them from the back and come on them
opposite the spice-trees. 24 Then at the sound of footsteps in the tops of the
trees, go forward quickly, for the Lord has gone out before you to overcome
the army of the Philistines. 25 And David did as the Lord had said; and he
overcame the Philistines, attacking them from Gibeon to near Gezer.

6
1 And David got together all the fighting-men of Israel to the number of

thirty thousand; 2And David, and all the people whowerewith him, went to
Baal of Judah to get the ark of God, over which the holy name is named, the
name of the Lord of armies, whose place is between the winged ones. 3And
theyput the ark ofGodonanewcart and took it out of the house ofAbinadab
which was on the hill: and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were the
drivers of the cart. 4 And Uzzah went by the side of the ark, while Ahio
went before it. 5 And David and all the men of Israel made melody before
the Lord with all their power, with songs and with corded instruments and
instruments ofbrass. 6Andwhen they came toNacon's grain-floor, Uzzahput
his hand on the ark of God to keep it safe in its place, for the oxenwere out of
control. 7And thewrath of the Lord, burning against Uzzah, sent destruction
on himbecause he had put his hand on the ark, and death came to him there
by the ark of God. 8And David was angry because of the Lord's outburst of
wrath against Uzzah: and he gave that place the name Perez-uzzah, which is
its name to this day. 9And suchwas David's fear of the Lord that day, that he
said, Howmay I let the ark of God come tome? 10So David did not let the ark
of the Lord come back to him to the town of David: but had it turned away
and put into the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 11And the ark of the Lord
was in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite for three months: and the Lord
sent a blessing on Obed-edom and all his family. 12 And they said to King
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David, The blessing of the Lord is on the family of Obed-edom and on all he
has, because of the ark of God. AndDavidwent and took the ark of God from
the house of Obed-edom into the town of David with joy. 13And when those
who were lifting the ark of the Lord had gone six steps, he made an offering
of an ox and a fat young beast. 14And David, clothed in a linen ephod, was
dancing before the Lord with all his strength. 15 So David and all the men
of Israel took up the ark of the Lord with cries of joy and sounding of horns.
16And when the ark of the Lord came into the town of David, Michal, Saul's
daughter, looking out of the window, saw King David dancing and jumping
before the Lord; and to her mind he seemed foolish. 17And they took in the
ark of the Lord, and put it in its place inside the tent which David had put
up for it: and David made burned offerings and peace-offerings to the Lord.
18 And after David had made the burned offerings and the peace-offerings,
he gave the people a blessing in the name of the Lord of armies. 19 And he
gave to everymanandwomanamongall the people, among all themasses of
Israel, a cake of bread and ameasure of wine and a cake of dry grapes. Then
all the people went away, every man to his house. 20Then David came back
to give a blessing to his family. AndMichal, Saul's daughter, came out to him
and said, How full of glory was the king of Israel today, who let himself be
seen uncovered by his servant-girls like a foolish person uncovering himself
without shame! 21And David said to Michal, I was dancing before the Lord,
who put me over your father and all his sons, to make me a ruler over the
people of the Lord, over his people Israel: and I will go on playing before
the Lord; 22And I will do even worse than this, andmakemyself even lower
in your eyes: but the servant-girls of whom you were talking will give me
honour. 23AndMichal, Saul's daughter, had no child till the day of her death.

7
1Now when the king was living in his house, and the Lord had given him

rest fromwar on every side; 2The king said toNathan the prophet, See now, I
am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God is housed inside the curtains
of a tent. 3And Nathan said to the king, Go and dowhatever is in your heart;
for the Lord is with you. 4 Now that night the word of the Lord came to
Nathan, saying, 5 Go and say to my servant David, The Lord says, Are you
to be the builder of a house, a living-place for me? 6For from the day when I
took the children of Israel up out of Egypt till this day, I have had no house,
but have gone from place to place in a tent. 7 In all the places where I went
with all the children of Israel, did I ever say to any of the judges of Israel, to
whomIgave thecareofmypeople Israel,Whyhaveyounotmademeahouse
of cedar? 8 Then say these words to my servant David, The Lord of armies
says, I took you from the fields, from keeping the sheep, so that youmight be
a ruler over my people, over my people Israel: 9 And I have been with you
wherever you went, cutting off before you all those who were against you;
and I will make your name great, like the name of the greatest ones of the
earth. 10And I will make a resting-place for my people Israel, planting them
there, so that theymay be living in the placewhich is theirs, and never again
bemoved; and never againwill they be troubled by evil men as theywere at
the first, 11From the timewhen I put judges overmy people Israel; and I will
give you peace from all who are against you. And the Lord says to you that
he will make you the head of a line of kings. 12Andwhen the time comes for
you to go to restwithyour fathers, Iwill put inyourplaceyour seedafter you,
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the offspring of your body, and I will make his kingdom strong. 13Hewill be
the builder of a house for my name, and I will make the seat of his authority
certain for ever. 14 I will be to him a father and he will be to me a son: if he
does wrong, I will give him punishment with the rod of men and with the
blows of the children of men; 15But my mercy will not be taken away from
him, as I took it from himwho was before you. 16And your family and your
kingdomwill keep their place before me for ever: the seat of your authority
will never be overturned. 17 So Nathan gave David an account of all these
words and this vision. 18ThenDavid thekingwent inand tookhis seat before
the Lord, and said, Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my family, that you
have been my guide till now? 19 And this was only a small thing to you, O
Lord God; but your words have even been about the far-off future of your
servant's family, O Lord God! 20What more may David say to you? for you
have knowledge of your servant, O Lord God. 21 Because of your word and
from your heart, you have done all this great work, and let your servant see
it. 22 Truly you are great, O Lord God: there is no one like you and no other
God but you, as is clear from everything which has come to our ears. 23And
what othernation in the earth, like yourpeople Israel, did a godgoout to take
for himself, to be his people, and tomake a name for himself, and to do great
and strange things for them, driving out a nation and its gods from before
his people? 24But you took andmade strong for yourself your people Israel,
to be your people for ever; and you, Lord, became their God. 25And now, O
Lord God, may the word which you have said about your servant and about
his family, bemade certain for ever, andmay you do as you have said! 26And
let your name be made great for ever, and let men say, The Lord of armies
is God over Israel: and let the family of David your servant be made strong
beforeyou! 27Foryou,OLordof armies, theGodof Israel, have clearly said to
your servant, Iwillmakeyou theheadof a family of kings: and so it has come
into your servant's heart tomake this prayer to you. 28Andnow, O LordGod,
you are God and your words are true and you have said you will give your
servant this good thing; 29Somay it be your pleasure to give your blessing to
the family of your servant, so that it may go on for ever before you: (for you,
O Lord God, have said it,) andmay your blessing be on your servant's family
line for ever!

8
1And it came about after this that Davidmade an attack on the Philistines

and overcame them; and David took the authority of the mother-town from
the hands of the Philistines. 2 And he overcame the Moabites, and he had
them measured with a line when they were stretched out on the earth;
marking out two lines for death and one full line for life. So the Moabites
became servants to David and gave him offerings. 3 And David overcame
Hadadezer, the sonofRehob, kingof Zobah,whenhewent tomakehis power
seen by the River. 4And David took from him one thousand, seven hundred
horsemen and twenty thousand footmen: and David had the leg-muscles of
the horses cut, only keeping enough of them for a hundred war-carriages.
5Andwhen theAramaeans of Damascus came to the help ofHadadezer, king
of Zobah, David put to the sword twenty-two thousand of the Aramaeans.
6 And David put armed forces in Aram of Damascus: and the Aramaeans
became servants to David and gave him offerings. And the LordmadeDavid
overcome wherever he went. 7And David took their gold body-covers from
the servants of Hadadezer and took them to Jerusalem. 8 And from Tebah
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and Berothai, towns of Hadadezer, King David took a great store of brass.
9 And when Tou, king of Hamath, had news that David had overcome all
the army of Hadadezer, 10 He sent his son Hadoram to David, with words
of peace and blessing, because he had overcome Hadadezer in the fight, for
Hadadezer hadwars with Tou; and Hadoram tookwith him vessels of silver
and gold andbrass: 11TheseKingDavidmadeholy to the Lord, togetherwith
the silver and gold which he had taken from the nations he had overcome
— 12 The nations of Edom and Moab, and the children of Ammon and the
Philistines and the Amalekites and the goods he had taken from Hadadezer,
the son of Rehob, king of Zobah. 13And David got great honour for himself,
when he came back, by the destruction of Edom in the valley of Salt, to the
number of eighteen thousandmen. 14And he put armed forces in Edom; all
through Edom he had armed forces stationed, and all the Edomites became
servants to David. And the Lord made David overcome wherever he went.
15And David was king over all Israel, judging and giving right decisions for
all his people. 16 And Joab, the son of Zeruiah, was chief of the army; and
Jehoshaphat, the son of Ahilud, was keeper of the records; 17And Zadok and
Abiathar, the son of Ahimelech, the son of Ahitub, were priests; and Seraiah
was the scribe; 18AndBenaiah, the son of Jehoiada, was over the Cherethites
and the Pelethites; and David's sons were priests.

9
1And David said, Is there still anyone of Saul's family living, so that I may

be a friend to him, because of Jonathan? 2Now there was of Saul's people a
servant named Ziba, and they sent him to David; and the king said to him,
Are you Ziba? And he said, I am. 3 And the king said, Is there anyone of
Saul's family still living, to whom Imay be a friend in God's name? And Ziba
said, There is a son of Jonathan, whose feet are damaged. 4 And the king
said to him, Where is he? And Ziba said to the king, He is in the house of
Machir, the son of Ammiel, in Lo-debar. 5Then King David sent, and had him
taken from Lo-debar, from the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel. 6 And
Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, came to David, and falling down on his
face, gave him honour. And David said, Mephibosheth. And answering he
said, Your servant is here. 7And David said to him, Have no fear: for truly I
will be good to you, because of your father Jonathan, and I will give back to
you all the land which was Saul's; and you will have a place at my table at
all times. 8And he went down on his face before the king, and said, What is
your servant, for you to take note of a dead dog such as I am? 9Then the king
sent for Ziba, Saul's servant, and said to him, All the property of Saul and of
his family I have given to your master's son. 10And you and your sons and
your servants are to take care of the land for him, and get in the fruit of it,
so that your master's son may have food: but Mephibosheth, your master's
son, will have a place at my table at all times. Now Ziba had fifteen sons and
twenty servants. 11 Then Ziba said to the king, Every order which you have
given to your servant will be done. As for Mephibosheth, he had a place at
David's table, like one of the king's sons. 12And Mephibosheth had a young
sonnamedMica. And all the people living in the house of Zibawere servants
to Mephibosheth. 13 So Mephibosheth went on living in Jerusalem; for he
took all his meals at the king's table; and he had not the use of his feet.

10
1 Now after this, death came to the king of the children of Ammon, and
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Hanun, his son, becameking inhisplace. 2AndDavid said, Iwill bea friend to
Hanun, the son of Nahash, as his fatherwas a friend tome. So David sent his
servants, to give himwords of comfort on account of his father. And David's
servants came into the land of the children of Ammon. 3 But the chiefs of
the children of Ammon said to Hanun their lord, Does it seem to you that
David ishonouringyour fatherbysendingcomforters toyou? hashenot sent
his servants to go through the town and make secret observation of it, and
overcome it? 4 So Hanun took David's servants, and after cutting off half the
hair on their chins, and cutting off the skirts of their robes up to the middle,
he sent them away. 5When David had news of it, he sent men out with the
purpose of meeting them on their way, for the men were greatly shamed:
and the king said, Go to Jericho till your hair is long again, and then come
back. 6Andwhen thechildrenofAmmonsawthat theyhadmade themselves
hatedbyDavid, they sent to theAramaeansofBeth-rehobandZobah, andgot
forpayment twenty thousand footmen, and theygot fromthekingofMaacah
a thousandmen, and fromTob twelve thousand. 7Andhearing of this, David
sent Joab and all the army and the best fighting-men. 8And the children of
Ammon came out and put their forces in position at the way into the town:
and theAramaeans of Zobah andof Rehob,with themenof Tob andMaacah,
were by themselves in the field. 9Nowwhen Joab saw that their forces were
in position against him in front and at his back, he took the best of the men
of Israel and put them in line against the Aramaeans; 10And the rest of the
people he put in position against the children of Ammon, with Abishai, his
brother, at their head. 11 And he said, If the Aramaeans are stronger and
get the better of me, then you are to come to my help; but if the children of
Ammon get the better of you, I will come to your help. 12 Take heart, and
let us be strong for our people and for the towns of our God, and may the
Lord dowhat seems good to him. 13Then Joab and the peoplewith himwent
forward to the fight against the Aramaeans, and they went in flight before
him. 14And when the children of Ammon saw the flight of the Aramaeans,
they themselves went in flight from Abishai, and came into the town. So
Joabwent back fromfighting the children ofAmmonand came to Jerusalem.
15 And when the Aramaeans saw that Israel had overcome them, they got
themselves together. 16 And Hadadezer sent for the Aramaeans who were
on the other side of the River: and they came to Helam, with Shobach, the
captain of Hadadezer's army, at their head. 17 And word of this was given
to David: and he got all Israel together and went over Jordan and came
to Helam. And the Aramaeans put their forces in position against David,
and made an attack on him. 18 And the Aramaeans went in flight before
Israel; andDavid put to the sword themenof sevenhundredAramaeanwar-
carriages and forty thousand footmen, and Shobach, the captain of the army,
was wounded, and came to his death there. 19And when all the kings who
were servants of Hadadezer saw that they were overcome by Israel, they
made peace with Israel and became their servants. So the Aramaeans, in
fear, gave nomore help to the children of Ammon.

11
1Now in the spring, at the time when kings go out to war, David sent Joab

andhis servants and all Israelwith him; and theymadewaste the land of the
children of Ammon, and took up their position before Rabbah, shutting it in.
But David was still at Jerusalem. 2Now one evening, David got up from his
bed, and while he was walking on the roof of the king's house, he saw from
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there awomanbathing; and thewomanwasverybeautiful. 3AndDavid sent
to get knowledge who the woman was. And one said, Is this not Bath-sheba,
the daughter of Eliam and wife of Uriah the Hittite? 4 And David sent and
took her; and she came to him, and he took her to his bed: (for she had been
madeclean;) then shewentback toherhouse. 5And thewomanbecamewith
child; and she sent word to David that she was with child. 6And David sent
to Joab saying, Send Uriah the Hittite to me. And Joab sent Uriah to David.
7And when Uriah came to him, David put questions to him about how Joab
and the people were, and how the war was going. 8And David said to Uriah,
Go down to your house and let your feet be washed. And Uriah went away
from the king's house, and anoffering from the kingwas sent after him. 9But
Uriah took his rest at the door of the king's house, with all the servants of his
lord, anddid not go down to his house. 10Andwhenwordwas given toDavid
that Uriahhadnot gone down to his house, David said toUriah, Have younot
come from a journey? why did you not go down to your house? 11AndUriah
said to David, Israel and Judah with the ark are living in tents, and my lord
Joab and the other servants ofmy lord are sleeping in the open field; and am
I to go to my house and take food and drink, and go to bed with mywife? By
the living Lord, and by the life of your soul, I will not do such a thing. 12And
David said to Uriah, Be here today, and after that I will let you go. So Uriah
was in Jerusalem that day and the day after. 13AndwhenDavid sent for him,
he took meat and drink with him, and David made him the worse for drink:
and when evening came, he went to rest on his bed with the servants of his
lord, but he did not go down to his house. 14Now in themorning, David gave
Uriaha letter to take to Joab. 15And in the letterhesaid, Takecare toputUriah
in the very front of the line, where the fighting is most violent, and go back
fromhim, so that hemay be overcome and put to death. 16Sowhile Joabwas
watching the town, he put Uriah in the place where it was clear to him the
best fighters were. 17And themen of the townwent out and had a fight with
Joab: and a number of David'smen came to their death in the fight, andwith
them Uriah the Hittite. 18 Then Joab sent David news of everything which
had taken place in the war: 19And he gave orders to the man who took the
news, saying, After you have given the king all the news about the war, 20 If
the king is angry and says,Whydid yougo sonear the town for thefight? was
it not certain that their archerswould be on thewall? 21Whoput Abimelech,
the son of Jerubbaal, to death? did not a woman send a great stone down on
him from the wall, putting him to death at Thebez? why did you go so near
the wall? Then say to him, Your servant Uriah the Hittite is among the dead.
22 So the man went, and came to David, and gave him all the news which
Joab had sent him to give; thenDavidwas angrywith Joab and said,Why did
you go so near the town for the fight? was it not certain that their archers
would be on the wall? who put Abimelech, the son of Jerubbaal, to death?
did not a woman send a great stone down on him from thewall, putting him
to death at Thebez? why did you go so near the wall? 23And the man said to
David, Truly the men got the better of us, and came out against us into the
open country, but we sent them back to the very doors of the town. 24And
the archers sent their arrows at your servants from thewall, and someof the
king's servants are dead, and among them is your servant Uriah the Hittite.
25Then David said to theman, Go and say to Joab, Do not let this be a grief to
you; for onemanmay come to his death by the sword like another: put up an
even stronger fight against the town, and take it: and do you put heart into
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him. 26Andwhen thewife ofUriahhadnews that herhusbandwasdead, she
gave herself up to weeping for him. 27And when the days of weeping were
past, David sent for her, and took her into his house, and she becamehiswife
and gave him a son. But the Lord was not pleased with the thing David had
done.

12
1And the Lord sent Nathan to David. And Nathan came to him and said,

There were two men in the same town: one a man of great wealth, and the
other a poor man. 2 The man of wealth had great numbers of flocks and
herds; 3But the poorman had only one little she-lamb, which he had got and
taken care of: from its birth it had beenwith him like one of his children; his
meatwas its food, and fromhis cup it took its drink, resting inhis arms, and it
was like a daughter to him. 4Nowa traveller came to the house of theman of
wealth, but he would not take anything from his flock or his herd to make a
meal for the travellerwho had come to him, but he took the poorman's lamb
andmade it ready for themanwho had come. 5And David was full of wrath
against thatman; and he said toNathan, By the living Lord, death is the right
punishment for the man who has done this: 6And he will have to give back
four times the value of the lamb, because he has done this and because he
had no pity. 7And Nathan said to David, You are that man. The Lord God of
Israel says, I made you king over Israel, putting holy oil on you, and I kept
you safe from the hands of Saul; 8 I gave you your master's daughter and
your master's wives for yourself, and I gave you the daughters of Israel and
Judah; and if that had not been enough, I would have given you such and
such things. 9Why then have you had no respect for the word of the Lord,
doing what is evil in his eyes? You have put Uriah the Hittite to death with
the sword, andhave takenhiswife tobeyourwife; youhaveputhim todeath
with the sword of the children of Ammon. 10So now the swordwill never be
turned away fromyour family; because you have had no respect forme, and
have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. 11 The Lord says,
From those of your family I will send evil against you, and before your very
eyes I will take yourwives and give them to your neighbour, and hewill take
your wives to his bed by the light of this sun. 12You did it secretly; but I will
do this thing before all Israel and in the light of the sun. 13And David said to
Nathan, Great ismy sin against theLord. AndNathan said toDavid, TheLord
has put away your sin; death will not come on you. 14But still, because you
have hadno respect for the Lord, deathwill certainly overtake the childwho
has newly come to birth. 15 Then Nathan went back to his house. And the
hand of the Lordwas on David's son, the child of Uriah's wife, and it became
very ill. 16SoDavidmadeprayer toGod for the child; andhe tookno foodday
after day, and went in and, stretching himself out on the earth, was there all
night. 17And the chief men of his house got up and went to his side to make
him get up from the earth, but he would not; and he would not take food
with them. 18And then on the seventh day the child's death took place. And
David's servants were in fear of giving him the news of the child's death: for
they said, Truly, while the childwas still living he gave no attentionwhenwe
said anything to him: whatwill he do to himself if we give himword that the
child is dead? 19But when David saw that his servants were talking together
quietly, he was certain that the child was dead: and he said to his servants,
Is the child dead? and they said, He is. 20 Then David got up from the earth,
andafterwashingandrubbinghimselfwithoil andchanginghis clothing, he
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went into the house of the Lord and gave worship: then he went back to his
house, and at his order they put food before him and he had ameal. 21Then
his servants said to him, Why have you been acting in this way? you were
weeping andgoingwithout foodwhile the childwas still living; butwhen the
childwasdead, yougotupandhadameal. 22Andhesaid,While thechildwas
still living Iwentwithout foodandgavemyself up toweeping: for I said,Who
is able to say that the Lordwill not havemercy onme and give the child life?
23But now that the child is dead there is no reason forme to gowithout food;
am I able to make him come back to life? I will go to him, but he will never
come back to me. 24And David gave comfort to his wife Bath-sheba, and he
went in to her and had connection with her: and she had a son to whom she
gave the name Solomon. And he was dear to the Lord. 25And he sent word
by Nathan the prophet, who gave him the name Jedidiah, by the word of the
Lord. 26Now Joabwas fighting against Rabbah, in the land of the children of
Ammon, and he took the water-town. 27And Joab sent men to David, saying,
I have made war against Rabbah and have taken the water-town. 28 So now,
get the rest of the people together, and put them in position against the town
and take it, for if I take it, it will be named after my name. 29 Then David
got all the people together andwent to Rabbah andmadewar on it and took
it. 30And he took the crown of Milcom from his head; the weight of it was a
talent of gold, and in it were stones of great price; and it was put on David's
head. And he took a great store of goods from the town. 31And he took the
people out of the townandput them toworkwithwood-cutting instruments,
and iron grain-crushers, and iron axes, and at brick-making: this he did to
all the towns of the children of Ammon. Then David and all the people went
back to Jerusalem.

13
1Now after this, it came about that Absalom, David's son, had a beautiful

sister, whose namewas Tamar; andDavid's son Amnonwas in lovewith her.
2And hewas so deeply in love that he became ill because of his sister Tamar;
for she was a virgin, and so it seemed hard to Amnon to do anything to her.
3 But Amnon had a friend whose name was Jonadab, the son of Shimeah,
David's brother: and Jonadab was a very wise man. 4 And he said to him,
O son of the king, why are you getting thinner day by day? will you not say
what your trouble is? And Amnon said to him, I am in love with Tamar, my
brother Absalom's sister. 5Then Jonadab said to him, Go to your bed, and let
it seem that you are ill: and when your father comes to see you, say to him,
Let my sister Tamar come and give me bread, and get the food ready before
my eyes, so that I may see it and take it from her hand. 6 So Amnon went to
bed andmade himself seem ill: and when the king came to see him, Amnon
said to the king, Please let my sister Tamar come and make me one or two
cakes before my eyes, so that I may take food from her hand. 7 Then David
sent to the house for Tamar and said, Go now to your brotherAmnon's house
and get a meal for him. 8 So Tamar went to her brother Amnon's house; and
he was in bed. And she took paste and made cakes before his eyes, cooking
them over the fire. 9And she took the cooking-pot, and put the cakes before
him, but he would not take them. And Amnon said, Let everyone go away
from me. So they all went out. 10 Then Amnon said to Tamar, Take the food
and come into my bedroom, so that I may take it from your hand. So Tamar
took the cakes she had made and went with them into her brother Amnon's
bedroom. 11And when she took them to give them to him, he put his arms



2 Samuel 13:12 322 2 Samuel 13:34

round her and said, Come to bed, my sister. 12And answering him, she said,
O my brother, do not put shame on me; it is not right for such a thing to be
done in Israel: donot this evil thing. 13Whatwill becomeofme inmy shame?
and as for you, you will be looked down on with disgust by all Israel. Now
then, go and make your request to the king, for he will not keep me from
you. 14But he would not give attention to what she said: but being stronger
than she, he took her by force, and had connection with her. 15Then Amnon
was full of hate for her, hating her with a hate greater than his earlier love
for her. And he said to her, Get up and be gone. 16And she said to him, Not
so, my brother, for this great wrong in sending me away is worse than what
you did to me before. But he gave no attention to her. 17 Then he gave a cry
to the servant who was waiting on him and said, Put this woman out, and
let the door be locked after her. 18Now she had on a long robe, such as in
past times the king's virgin daughters were dressed in. Then the servant put
her out, locking the door after her. 19And Tamar, in her grief, put dust on her
head; and she put her hand onher head andwent away crying loudly. 20And
her brother Absalom said to her, Has your brother Amnon been with you?
but now, let there be an end to your crying, my sister: he is your brother,
do not take this thing to heart. So Tamar went on living uncomforted in
her brother's house. 21 But when King David had news of all these things
he was very angry; but he did not make trouble for Amnon his son, for he
was dear to David, being his oldest son. 22 But Absalom said nothing to his
brother Amnon, good or bad: for hewas full of hate for him, because he had
taken his sister Tamar by force. 23 Now after two full years, Absalom had
men cutting thewool of his sheep in Baal-hazor, which is near Ephraim: and
he sent for all the king's sons to come to his feast. 24 And Absalom came to
the king and said, See now, your servant is cutting the wool of his sheep;
will the king and his servants be pleased to come? 25 And the king said to
Absalom, No, my son, let us not all go, or the number will be over-great for
you. And he made his request again, but he would not go, but he gave him
his blessing. 26 Then Absalom said, If you will not go, then let my brother
Amnon go with us. And the king said to him, Is there any reason for him to
gowith you? 27ButAbsalomwent on requestinghim till he let Amnonandall
the king's sons go with him. And Absalommade a great feast like a feast for
a king. 28Now Absalom had given orders to his servants, saying, Now take
note when Amnon's heart is glad with wine; and when I say to you, Make an
attack on Amnon, then put him to death without fear: have I not given you
orders? be strong and without fear. 29 So Absalom's servants did to Amnon
asAbsalomhad given themorders. Then all the king's sons got up, and every
man got on his beast andwent in flight. 30Nowwhile theywere on theirway,
newswasgiven toDavid thatAbsalomhadput todeathall the sonsof theking
and that not one of themwas still living. 31Then the king got up in great grief,
stretchinghimself out on theearth: andall his servantswerebyhis side,with
their clothing parted. 32And Jonadab, the son of Shimeah, David's brother,
said, Let not my lord have the idea that all the sons of the king have been
put to death; for only Amnon is dead: this has been purposed by Absalom
from the day when he took his sister Tamar by force. 33 So now, let not my
lord the king take this thing to heart, with the idea that all the king's sons are
dead: for only Amnon is dead. 34But Absalomwent in flight. And the young
manwho kept the watch, lifting up his eyes, saw that a great band of people
was coming down the slope by the way of the Horons; and the watchman
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came and gaveword to the king, saying, I sawmen coming down by theway
of the Horons, from the hillside. 35 And Jonadab said to the king, See, the
king's sons are coming; as your servant said, so it is. 36 And while he was
talking, the king's sons came, with weeping and loud cries: and the king and
all his servantswereweeping bitterly. 37SoAbsalomwent in flight and came
to Talmai, the son of Ammihud, the king of Geshur, where he was for three
years. 38And the kingwas sorrowing for his son all the time. 39And the heart
of David was wasted with desire for Absalom: for he was comforted for the
death of Amnon.

14
1 Now it was clear to Joab, the son of Zeruiah, that the king's heart was

turning to Absalom. 2 And Joab sent to Tekoa and got from there a wise
woman, and said to her, Nowmake yourself seem like one given up to grief,
and put on the clothing of sorrow, not using any sweet oil for your body, but
looking like one who for a long time has been weeping for the dead: 3And
come to the king and say these words to him. So Joab gave her words to say.
4And thewomanof Tekoa came to the king, and falling on her face, gave him
honour and said, Give me help, O king. 5 And the king said to her, What is
your trouble? And her answer was, Truly I am a widow, and my husband is
dead. 6And I had two sons, and the two of them had a fight in the field, and
there was no one to come between them, and one with a blow put the other
to death. 7And now all the family is turned againstme, your servant, saying,
Giveuphimwhowas the causeofhis brother's death, so thatwemayputhim
to death in payment for the life of his brother, whose life he took; andwewill
put an end to the one who will get the heritage: so they will put out my last
burning coal, and my husband will have no name or offspring on the face
of the earth. 8And the king said to the woman, Go to your house and I will
give orders about this. 9And thewoman of Tekoa said to the king, My lord, O
king, may the sin be onme and onmy family, andmay the king and the seat
of his kingdom be clear of sin! 10And the king said, If anyone says anything
to you, make him come to me, and he will do you no more damage. 11 Then
she said, Let the king keep in mind the Lord your God, so that he who gives
punishment forbloodmaybekeptback fromfurtherdestructionand thatno
onemay send death onmy son. And he said, By the living Lord, not a hair of
your son's headwill come to the earth. 12Then thewoman said,Will the king
let his servant say one word more? And he said, Say on. 13And the woman
said, Why have you had such a thought about the people of God? (for in
saying theseverywords thekinghasputhimself in thewrongbecausehehas
not taken back the one whom he sent far away.) 14For death comes to us all,
andweare likewaterdrainedout on the earth,which it is not possible to take
upagain; andGodwillnot takeaway the lifeof themanwhosepurpose is that
he who has been sent away may not be completely cut off from him. 15And
now it ismy fear of thepeoplewhichhasmademecome to say thesewords to
my lord the king: and your servant said, I will put my cause before the king,
and it may be that he will give effect to my request. 16 For the king will give
ear, and take his servant out of the power of the man whose purpose is the
destructionofmeandmyson together fromtheheritageofGod. 17Thenyour
servant said,May thewordofmy lord theking givemepeace! formy lord the
king is as the angel of God in his hearing of good and bad: andmay the Lord
your God be with you! 18 Then the king said to the woman, Now give me an
answer to the question I am going to put to you; keep nothing back. And the
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woman said, Letmy lord the king say on. 19And the king said, Is not the hand
of Joabwith you in all this? And thewoman inanswer said, By the life of your
soul, my lord the king, it is not possible for anyone to go to the right hand or
to the left from anything said by the king: your servant Joab gaveme orders,
and put all these words in my mouth: 20 This he did, hoping that the face of
this business might be changed: andmy lord is wise, with the wisdom of the
angel of God, having knowledge of everything on earth. 21And the king said
to Joab, See now, I will do this thing: go then and Come back with the young
man Absalom. 22 Then Joab, falling down on his face on the earth, gave the
kinghonour andblessing; and Joab said, Today it is clear to your servant that
I have grace in your eyes, my lord king, because the king has given effect to
the request of his servant. 23 So Joab got up and went to Geshur and came
back again to Jerusalemwith Absalom. 24And the king said, Let him go to his
house, but lethimnot seemyface. SoAbsalomwentback tohishouseanddid
not see the face of the king. 25Now in all Israel therewas no one so greatly to
bepraised forhisbeautiful formasAbsalom: fromhis feet to the crownofhis
headhewas completelybeautiful. 26Andwhenhehadhishair cut, (whichhe
did at the end of every year, because of the weight of his hair;) the weight of
the hair was two hundred shekels by the king's weight. 27And Absalomwas
the father of three sons and of one daughter named Tamar, who was very
beautiful. 28For two full yearsAbsalomwas living in Jerusalemwithout ever
seeing the face of the king. 29Then Absalom sent for Joab to send him to the
king, but he would not come to him: and he sent again a second time, but he
would not come. 30 So he said to his servants, See, Joab's field is near mine,
and he has barley in it; go and put it on fire. And Absalom's servants put the
field onfire. 31Then Joab came toAbsalom in his house and said to him,Why
have your servants putmy field on fire? 32And Absalom's answerwas, See, I
sent to you saying, Come here, so that I may send you to the king to say,Why
have I come back from Geshur? it would be better for me to be there still:
let me now see the king's face, and if there is any sin in me, let him put me
to death. 33 So Joab went to the king and said these words to him: and when
the king had sent for him, Absalom came, and went down on his face on the
earth before the king: and the king gave him a kiss.

15
1 Now after this, Absalom got for himself a carriage and horses, and

fifty runners to go before him. 2 And Absalom got up early, morning after
morning, and took his place at the side of the public meeting-place: and
when anyman had a cause which had to come to the king to be judged, then
Absalom, crying out to him, said, What is your town? and he would say,
Your servant is of one of the tribes of Israel. 3 And Absalom would say to
him, See, your cause is true and right; but no man has been named by the
king to give you a hearing. 4Andmore than this, Absalom said, If only I was
made judge in the land, so that every man who has any cause or question
might come to me, and I would give a right decision for him! 5 And if any
man came near to give him honour, he took him by the hand and gave him
a kiss. 6And this Absalom did to everyone in Israel who came to the king to
have his cause judged: so Absalom, like a thief, took away the hearts of the
menof Israel. 7Nowat the endof four years, Absalomsaid to the king, Letme
go toHebron and give effect to the oathwhich Imade to the Lord: 8Forwhile
I was living in Geshur in Aram, your servant made an oath, saying, If ever



2 Samuel 15:9 325 2 Samuel 15:33

the Lord lets me come back to Jerusalem, I will give himworship in Hebron.
9 And the king said to him, Go in peace. So he got up and went to Hebron.
10But Absalomat the same time sentwatchers through all the tribes of Israel
to say, At the sound of the horn you are to say, Absalom is king in Hebron.
11AndwithAbsalom, at his request, went twohundredmen from Jerusalem,
who were completely unconscious of his designs. 12 And Absalom sent for
Ahithophel the Gilonite, one of David's helpers, from Giloh his town, while
he was making the offerings. And the design against David became strong,
formore andmore peoplewere joined toAbsalom. 13Andone came toDavid
and said, The hearts of the men of Israel have gone after Absalom. 14 And
David said to all his servants who were with him at Jerusalem, Come, let us
go in flight, or not one of us will be safe fromAbsalom: let us go without loss
of time, or he will overtake us quickly and send evil on us, and put the town
to the sword. 15And the king's servants said to the king, See, your servants
are ready to do whatever the king says is to be done. 16 So the king went
out, taking with him all the people of his house, but for ten of his women,
who were to take care of the house. 17 And the king went out, and all his
servants went after him, and made a stop at the Far House. 18 And all the
people went on by his side; and all the Cherethites and all the Pelethites and
all themen of Ittai of Gath, six hundredmenwho came after him fromGath,
went on before the king. 19 Then the king said to Ittai the Gittite, Why are
you coming with us? go back and keep with the king: for you are a man
of another country, you are far from the land of your birth. 20 It was only
yesterday you came to us; why then am I to make you go up and down with
us? for I have to go where I may; go back then, and take your countrymen
with you, and may the Lord's mercy and good faith be with you. 21And Ittai
the Gittite in answer said, By the living Lord, and by the life of my lord the
king, in whatever place my lord the king may be, for life or death, there will
your servant be. 22 And David said to Ittai, Go forward, then. And Ittai the
Gittitewent on,withall hismenandall the little oneshehadwithhim. 23And
therewas greatweeping in all the countrywhenall thepeoplewent through;
and thekinghimselfwaswaiting in theKidronvalley andall thepeoplewent
byhim in the direction of the olive-tree on the edge of thewaste land. 24Then
Zadok came, and Abiathar, and with them the ark of God's agreement: and
they put down the ark of God, till all the people from the town had gone by.
25 And the king said to Zadok, Take the ark of God back into the town: if I
have grace in the eyes of the Lord, hewill letme come back and see it and his
House again: 26 But if he says, I have no delight in you: then, here I am; let
him do to me what seems good to him. 27The king said further to Zadok the
priest, See, you and Abiathar are to go back to the town in peace, with your
two sons, Ahimaaz, your son, and Jonathan, the son of Abiathar. 28See, I will
be waiting at the way across the river, in the waste land, till I get news from
you. 29 So Zadok and Abiathar took the ark of God back to Jerusalem, and
did not go away from there. 30And David went up the slopes of the Mount
of Olives weeping all the way, with his head covered and no shoes on his
feet: and all the people who were with him, covering their heads, went up
weeping. 31Andword came toDavid, saying, Ahithophel is among thosewho
are joined to Absalom. AndDavid said, O Lord, let thewisdomof Ahithophel
bemade foolish. 32Nowwhen David had come to the top of the slope, where
they gaveworship to God, Hushai the Archite came to him in great griefwith
dust on his head: 33 David said to him, If you go on with me, you will be a
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trouble to me: 34But if you go back to the town and say to Absalom, I will be
your servant, O king; as in the past I have been your father's servant, so now
Iwill be yours: then youwill be able to keepAhithophel's designs againstme
frombeing put into effect. 35Andhave you not there Zadok andAbiathar the
priests? so whatever comes to your ears from the king's house, give word of
it to Zadok and Abiathar the priests. 36 See, they have with them their two
sons, Ahimaaz, Zadok's son, and Jonathan, the son of Abiathar; by them you
may send word to me of everything which comes to your ears. 37 So Hushai,
David's friend, went into the town, and Absalom came to Jerusalem.

16
1And when David had gone a little way past the top of the slope, Ziba, the

servant of Mephibosheth, came to him, with two asses on which were two
hundred cakes of bread and a hundred stems of dry grapes and a hundred
summer fruits and a skin of wine. 2 And David said to Ziba, What is your
reason for this? And Ziba said, The asses are for the use of the king's people,
and the bread and the fruit are food for the young men; and the wine is for
drink for those who are overcome by weariness in the waste land. 3 And
the king said, And where is your master's son? And Ziba said, He is still
at Jerusalem: for he said, Today Israel will give back to me the kingdom
of my father. 4 Then the king said to Ziba, Truly everything which was
Mephibosheth's is yours. And Ziba said, I give honour tomy lord, may I have
grace inyour eyes,my lord, Oking! 5AndwhenKingDavid came toBahurim,
a man of Saul's family named Shimei, the son of Gera, came out from there,
calling curses after him. 6 And he sent stones at David and at all the king's
servants and at all the people and at all the men of war by his side, on the
right hand and on the left. 7And Shimei said, with curses, Be gone, be gone,
youman of blood, you good-for-nothing: 8The Lord has sent punishment on
you for all the blood of the family of Saul, whose kingdom you have taken;
and the Lord has given the kingdom to Absalom, your son: now you yourself
are taken in your evil, because you are a man of blood. 9 Then Abishai, the
son of Zeruiah, said to the king, Is this dead dog to go on cursing my lord
the king? let me go over and take off his head. 10 And the king said, What
have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? Let him go on cursing, for the
Lord has said, Put a curse on David, and who then may say, Why have you
done so? 11AndDavid said to Abishai and to all his servants, You see howmy
son, the offspring of my body, has made designs against my life: how much
more then may this Benjamite do so? Let him be, and let him go on cursing;
for the Lord has given him orders. 12 It may be that the Lord will take note
of my wrongs, and give me back good in answer to his cursing of me today.
13 So David and his men went on their way: and Shimei went by the hillside
parallel with them, cursing and sending stones and dust at him. 14And the
king and his people came tired to Jordan, and took their rest there. 15 And
Absalom and themen of Israel came to Jerusalem, and Ahithophel was with
him. 16 Then Hushai the Archite, David's friend, came to Absalom and said,
Long life to the king, long life to the king! 17And Absalom said, Is this your
love foryour friend? whydidyounotgowithyour friend? 18AndHushai said
to Absalom, Not so; I am for thatmanwhom the Lord and this people and all
themenof Israel have takenasking, and Iwill takemyplacewithhim. 19And
more than this! where is my place as a servant? is it not before his son? as I
have been your father's servant, so will I be yours. 20 Then Absalom said to
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Ahithophel, Give your opinion now, what are we to do? 21 And Ahithophel
said to Absalom, Go in to your father'swomenwho are here looking after his
house; then all Israel will have the news that you are hated by your father,
and the hands of your supporterswill be strong. 22So they put up the tent for
Absalomon the top of the house, and Absalomwent in to his father's women
before the eyes of all Israel. 23 In those days the opinions of Ahithophel were
valued as highly as if through him a man might get direction from God; so
were they valued by David as much as by Absalom.

17
1Then Ahithophel said to Absalom, Let me take out twelve thousand men

and this very night I will go after David: 2And I will come upwith himwhen
he is tired and feeble, andmake him full of fear: and all the people with him
will go in flight; and I will make an attack on the king only: 3And I will make
all the people come back to you as a bride comes back to her husband: it
is the life of only one man you are going after; so all the people will be at
peace. 4And the sayingwas pleasing to Absalom and to the responsiblemen
of Israel. 5 Then Absalom said, Now send for Hushai the Archite, and let us
give ear to what he has to say. 6 And when Hushai came, Absalom said to
him, This is what Ahithophel has said: are we to do as he says? if not, what
is your suggestion? 7And Hushai said to Absalom, Ahithophel's idea is not a
good one at this time. 8 Hushai said further, You have knowledge of your
father and his men, that they are men of war, and that their feelings are
bitter, like those of a bear in the field whose young ones have been taken
from her: and your father is a man of war, and will not take his night's rest
with the people; 9 But he will certainly have taken cover now in some hole
or secret place; and if some of our people, at the first attack, are overcome,
then any hearing of it will say, There is destruction among the people who
are on Absalom's side. 10 Then even the strongest, whose heart is like the
heart of a lion, will become like water; for all Israel is conscious that your
father is a man of war, and those who are with him are strong and without
fear. 11 But my suggestion is that all Israel, from Dan as far as Beer-sheba,
comes together to you, a great army like the sands of the sea in number; and
that you yourself go out among them. 12Then we will come on him in some
place, wherever he may be, falling on him as the dew comes on the earth:
and of him and all the men who are with him not one will get away with
his life. 13And if he has gone into some town, then let all Israel take strong
cords to that town, and we will have it pulled into the valley, till not one
small stone is to be seen there. 14 Then Absalom and all the men of Israel
said, Hushai's suggestion is better than that of Ahithophel. For it was the
purpose of theLord tomake thewise designs ofAhithophelwithout effect, so
that the Lordmight send evil on Absalom. 15Then Hushai said to Zadok and
Abiathar, the priests, This is the suggestion made by Ahithophel to Absalom
and the responsible men of Israel, and this is what I said to them. 16 So now
send the news quickly to David, and say, Do not take your night's rest by the
way across the river to the waste land, but be certain to go over; or the king
and all the people with him will come to destruction. 17Now Jonathan and
AhimaazwerewaitingbyEn-rogel; anda servant-girlwent fromtime to time
and gave them news and they went with the news to King David, for it was
not wise for them to let themselves be seen coming into the town. 18 But a
boy saw them, and gaveword of it to Absalom: so the two of themwent away
quickly, and came to the house of aman in Bahurimwhohad awater-hole in
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his garden, and theywent down into it. 19And awoman put a cover over the
hole, and put crushed grain on top of it, and no one had any knowledge of it.
20And Absalom's servants came to the woman at the house and said, Where
are Ahimaaz and Jonathan? And the woman said to them, They have gone
from here to the stream. And after searching for them, and seeing nothing
of them, they went back to Jerusalem. 21 Then after the servants had gone
away, they came up out of the water-hole and went to give King David the
news; and they said, Get up and go quickly over thewater, for such and such
are Ahithophel's designs against you. 22 So David and all the people who
were with him went up over Jordan: when dawn came, every one of them
had gone over Jordan. 23Nowwhen Ahithophel saw that his suggestion was
not acted on, he got his ass ready, and went back to his house, to the town
where he came from, and having put his house in order, he put himself to
death by hanging; so he came to his end and was put in the resting-place of
his father. 24And David came to Mahanaim. And Absalom, with all the men
of Israel, went over Jordan. 25 And Absalom put Amasa at the head of the
army in place of Joab. Now Amasa was the son of a man named Ithra the
Ishmaelite, who had been the lover of Abigail, the daughter of Jesse, sister of
Zeruiah, Joab's mother. 26And Israel and Absalom put up their tents in the
land of Gilead. 27Now when David had come to Mahanaim, Shobi, the son
of Nahash of Rabbah, the Ammonite, and Machir, the son of Ammiel of Lo-
debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite of Rogelim, 28 Came with beds and basins
and pots, and grain and meal, and all sorts of dry foods, 29 And honey and
butter and sheep and milk-cheeses, for David and his people: for they said,
This people is in the waste land, needing food and drink and rest.

18
1AndDavidhad thepeoplewhowerewithhimnumbered, andheput over

them captains of thousands and captains of hundreds. 2And David sent the
people out, a third of them under the orders of Joab, and a third under the
orders of Abishai, son of Zeruiah, Joab's brother, and a third under Ittai the
Gittite. And theking said to thepeople, And Imyselfwill certainly gooutwith
you. 3But the people said, It is better for you not to go out: for if we are put to
flight, they will not give a thought to us, and if death overtakes half of us, it
will be nothing to them: but you are of more value than ten thousand of us:
so it is better for you to be ready to come to our help from this town. 4And
the king said to them, I will do whatever seems best to you. So the king took
his place by the door of the town, and all the people went out by hundreds
and by thousands. 5And the king gave orders to Joab and Abishai and Ittai,
saying, Because of me, be gentle to the young man Absalom. And this order
about Absalom was given in the hearing of all the people. 6 So the people
went out into the field against Israel, and the fight took place in the woods
of Ephraim. 7And the people of Israel were overcome there by the servants
of David, and there was a great destruction that day, and twenty thousand
menwere put to the sword. 8And the fightingwent on over all the face of the
country: and the woods were responsible for more deaths than the sword.
9And Absalom came across some of David's men. And Absalom was seated
on hismule, and themulewent under the thick branches of a great tree, and
his head became fixed in the tree and he was lifted up between earth and
heaven, and the beast under him went on. 10And a certain man saw it and
said to Joab, I sawAbsalomhanging ina tree. 11And Joab said to themanwho
had given him the news, If you saw this, why did you not put your sword
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through him, and I would have given you ten bits of silver and a band for
your robe? 12And themansaid to Joab, Even if yougavemea thousandbits of
silver, I would not put out my hand against the king's son: for in our hearing
the king gave orders to you and Abishai and Ittai, saying, Take care that the
young man Absalom is not touched. 13And if I had falsely put him to death
(andnothingmaybe kept secret from the king), youwould have hadnothing
to do with me. 14 Then Joab said, I would have made it safe for you. And he
took three spears in his hand, and put them through Absalom's heart, while
hewas still living, in thebranches of the tree. 15And tenyoungmen, servants
of Joab, came round Absalom and put an end to him. 16 And Joab had the
horn sounded, and the people came back from going after Israel, for Joab
kept them back. 17And they took Absalom's body and put it into a great hole
in the wood, and put a great mass of stones over it: and every man of Israel
went in flight to his tent. 18Now Absalom, before his death, had put up for
himself a pillar in the king's valley, naming it after himself; for he said, I have
no son to keep my name in memory: and to this day it is named Absalom's
pillar. 19 Then Ahimaaz, the son of Zadok, said, Let me go and give the king
news of how the Lord has done right in his cause against those who took up
arms against him. 20 And Joab said, You will take no news today; another
day you may give him the news, but you will take no news today, because
the king's son is dead. 21 Then Joab said to the Cushite, Go and give the king
word of what you have seen. And the Cushite, making a sign of respect to
Joab,went off running. 22ThenAhimaaz, the sonof Zadok, said to Joabagain,
Whatever may come of it, let me go after the Cushite. And Joab said, Why
have you a desire to go, my son, seeing that you will get no reward for your
news? 23Whatever may come of it, he said, I will go. Then he said to him,
Go. SoAhimaazwent runningby the lowland road andovertook the Cushite.
24Now David was seated between the two town doors; and the watchman
went up to the roof of the doorways, on thewall, and, lifting up his eyes, saw
aman running by himself. 25And the watchman gave news of it to the king.
And the king said, If he is coming by himself, then he has news. And theman
was travelling quickly, and came near. 26 Then the watchman saw another
man running: and crying out in the direction of the door he said, Here is
anotherman running byhimself. And the king said, He, like the other, comes
with news. 27 And the watchman said, It seems to me that the running of
the first is like the running of Ahimaaz, the son of Zadok. And the king said,
He is a good man, and his news will be good. 28And Ahimaaz, crying out to
the king, said, It is well. And falling down before the king, with his face to
the earth, he said, May the Lord your God be praised, who has given up the
men who took up arms against my lord the king! 29 And the king said, Is it
well with the youngmanAbsalom? AndAhimaaz said in answer,When Joab
sentme, your servant, I saw a great outcry going on, but I had no knowledge
of what it was. 30And the king said, Get back and take your place here. So
turning to one side, he took his place there. 31 And then the Cushite came
and said, I have news for my lord the king: today the Lord has done right in
your cause against all those who took up arms against you. 32And the king
said to the Cushite, Is the young man Absalom safe? And the Cushite said in
answer, May all the king's haters and those who do evil against the king, be
as that young man is! 33 Then the king was much moved, and went up into
the roomover the door, weeping, and saying, Omy sonAbsalom,my son,my
son Absalom! if only my life might have been given for yours, O Absalom,
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my son, my son!

19
1Andwordwas given to Joab that the kingwasweeping and sorrowing for

Absalom. 2And the salvation of that day was changed to sorrow for all the
people: for it was said to the people, The king is in bitter grief for his son.
3 And the people made their way back to the town quietly and secretly, as
those who are shamed go secretly when they go in flight from the war. 4But
the king, covering his face, gave a great cry, O my son Absalom, O Absalom,
my son, my son! 5And Joab came into the house to the king and said, Today
youhaveput to shame the faces of all your servantswho evennowhave kept
you and your sons and your daughters and your wives and all your women
safe fromdeath; 6For your haters, it seems, are dear to you, and your friends
are hated. For you havemade it clear that captains and servants are nothing
to you: and now I see that if Absalom was living and we had all been dead
today, it would have been right in your eyes. 7 So get up now, and go out and
say some kind words to your servants; for, by the Lord, I give you my oath,
that if you do not go out, not one of them will keep with you tonight; and
that will be worse for you than all the evil which has overtaken you from
your earliest years. 8 Then the king got up and took his seat near the town-
door. And word was given to all the people that the king was in the public
place: and all the people came before the king. Now all the men of Israel
had gone back in flight to their tents. 9 And through all the tribes of Israel
the people were having arguments, saying, The king made us safe from the
hands of those who were against us andmade us free from the hands of the
Philistines; andnowhehas gone in flight from the land, because of Absalom.
10And Absalom, whomwemade a ruler over us, is dead in the fight. So now
why do you say nothing about getting the king back? And word of what all
Israelwas saying came to the king. 11AndKingDavid sentword to Zadokand
Abiathar, the priests, Say to the responsible men of Judah, Why are you the
last to take steps to get the king back to his house? 12You aremybrothers,my
bone andmyflesh;whyare you the last to get the king back again? 13And say
to Amasa, Are you not my bone and my flesh? May God's punishment be on
me, if I do not make you chief of the army before me at all times in place of
Joab! 14And the hearts of themenof Judahweremoved like oneman; so that
they sent to the king, saying, Comeback,with all your servants. 15So the king
cameback, and cameas far as Jordan. And Judah came toGilgal,meeting the
king there, to take him back with them over Jordan. 16And Shimei, the son
of Gera, the Benjamite from Bahurim, got up quickly and went down with
the men of Judah for the purpose of meeting King David; 17 And with him
a thousand men of Benjamin, and Ziba, the servant of Saul, with his fifteen
sons and twenty servants, came rushing to Jordan before the king, 18 And
kept going across the river to take the people of the king's house over, and
to do whatever was desired by the king. And Shimei, the son of Gera, went
down on his face in the dust before the king, when he was about to go over
Jordan, 19 And said to him, Let me not be judged as a sinner in your eyes,
O my lord, and do not keep in mind the wrong I did on the day when my
lord the king went out of Jerusalem, or take it to heart. 20For your servant is
conscious of his sin: and so, as you see, I have come today, the first of all the
sons of Joseph, for the purpose of meeting my lord the king. 21 But Abishai,
the son of Zeruiah, said, Is not death the right fate for Shimei, because he
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has been cursing the one marked by the holy oil? 22 And David said, What
have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you put yourselves against
me today? is it right for any man in Israel to be put to death today? for I am
certain today that I am king in Israel. 23 So the king said to Shimei, You will
not be put to death. And the king gave him his oath. 24And Mephibosheth,
the son of Saul's son, camedown for the purpose ofmeeting the king; his feet
had not been cared for or his hair cut or his clothing washed from the day
when the king went away till the day when he came back in peace. 25Now
when he had come from Jerusalem to see the king, the king said to him,Why
did you not comewithme,Mephibosheth? 26Andhe said in answer, Because
of the deceit ofmy servant, my lord king: for I, your servant, said to him, You
are tomake ready anass andon it Iwill gowith the king, for your servant has
not the use of his feet. 27He has given you a false account of me: but my lord
the king is like the angel of God: do then whatever seems good to you. 28For
all my father's family were only deadmen before my lord the king: and still
you put your servant among those whose place is at the king's table. What
right then have I to say anything more to the king? 29And the king said, Say
nothing more about these things. I say, Let there be a division of the land
between Ziba and you. 30 And Mephibosheth said, Let him take it all, now
that my lord the king has come back to his house in peace! 31And Barzillai
theGileadite camedown fromRogelim; andhewent on as far as Jordanwith
the king to take him across Jordan. 32Now Barzillai was a very old man, as
much as eighty years old: and he had given the king everything he had need
of, while he was at Mahanaim, for he was a very great man. 33And the king
said to Barzillai, Come overwithme, and Iwill take care of you in Jerusalem.
34AndBarzillai said to the king, Howmuchofmy life is still beforeme, forme
to go up to Jerusalem with the king? 35 I am now eighty years old: good and
badare the same tome; havemeat anddrinkany taste formenow? amIable
to takepleasure in thevoices ofmenorwomen in song? why thenamI tobea
trouble tomy lord the king? 36Your servant's desirewas only to take the king
over Jordan; why is the king to give me such a reward? 37 Let your servant
now go back again, so that when death comes to me, it may be in my town
and by the resting-place of my father and mother. But here is your servant
Chimham: let him gowithmy lord the king, and do for himwhat seems good
to you. 38And the king said in answer, Let Chimham go over with me, and I
will do for him whatever seems good to you: and whatever your desire is, I
will do it for you. 39Then all the people went over Jordan, and the king went
over: and the king gave Barzillai a kiss, with his blessing; and he went back
to his place. 40So the kingwent over to Gilgal, and Chimhamwent with him:
and all the people of Judah, as well as half the people of Israel, took the king
onhisway. 41Then themenof Israel came to the king and said,Whyhaveour
countrymen of Judah taken you away in secret and come over Jordan with
the king and all his family, because all his people are David'smen? 42And all
the men of Judah gave this answer to the men of Israel, Because the king is
our near relation: why then are you angry about this? have we taken any of
the king's food, or has he given us any offering? 43And in answer to themen
of Judah, the men of Israel said, We have ten parts in the king, and we are
the first in order of birth: why did youmake nothing of us? andwerewe not
the first to make suggestions for getting the king back? And the words of the
men of Judah weremore violent than the words of themen of Israel.
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20
1 Now by chance there was present a good-for-nothing person named

Sheba, the son of Bichri, a Benjamite: and he, sounding the horn, said, We
have no part in David, or any interest in the son of Jesse: let everyman go to
his tent, O Israel. 2 So all the men of Israel, turning away from David, went
after Sheba, the son of Bichri: but the men of Judah were true to their king,
going with him from Jordan as far as Jerusalem. 3 And David came to his
house at Jerusalem: and the king took the tenwomen to whomhe had given
the care of the house, and had them shut up, and gave them the necessaries
of life, but did not go near them. So they were shut up till the day of their
death, living as widows. 4 Then the king said to Amasa, Get all the men of
Judah together, and in three days be here yourself. 5So Amasawent to get all
themen of Judah together, but he took longer than the time David had given
him. 6 And David said to Abishai, Sheba, the son of Bichri, will do us more
damage than Absalom did; so take some of your lord's servants and go after
him, before hemakes himself safe in thewalled towns, and gets away before
our eyes. 7 So there went after Abishai, Joab and the Cherethites and the
Pelethites and all the fighting-men; they went out of Jerusalem to overtake
Sheba, the son of Bichri. 8 When they were at the great stone which is in
Gibeon, Amasa came face to facewith them. Now Joab had on his war-dress,
and round him a band from which his sword was hanging in its cover; and
while he was walking, it came out, falling to the earth. 9 And Joab said to
Amasa, Is itwell,mybrother? Andwithhis righthandhe tookhimby thehair
of his chin to give himakiss. 10But Amasa did not see danger from the sword
whichwasnowin Joab's lefthand, and Joabput it throughhis stomachso that
his inside came out on to the earth, and he did not give him another blow. So
Joab and his brother Abishai went on after Sheba, the son of Bichri. 11And
one of Joab's young men, taking his place at Amasa's side, said, Whoever is
for Joab and for David, let him go after Joab! 12 And Amasa was stretched
out in a pool of blood in the middle of the highway. And when the man saw
that all the people were stopping, he took Amasa out of the highway and put
him in a field, with a cloth over him, when he saw that everyone who went
by came to a stop. 13When he had been taken off the road, all the people
went on after Joab in search of Sheba, the son of Bichri. 14And Sheba went
through all the tribes of Israel, to Abel of Beth-maacah; and all the Bichrites
came together and went in after him. 15And Joab and his men got him shut
up in Abel of Beth-maacah, and put up an earthwork against the town: and
all Joab's men did their best to get the wall broken down. 16 Then a wise
woman got up on the wall, and crying out from the town, said, Give ear, give
ear; say now to Joab, Come near, so that I may have talk with you. 17 And
he came near, and the woman said, Are you Joab? And he said in answer, I
am. Then she said, Give ear to your servant'swords. And he said, I am giving
ear. 18 Then she said, In the old days, there was a saying, Let them put the
question in Abel and in Dan, saying, Has what was ordered by men of good
faith in Israel ever come to an end? 19 Your purpose is the destruction of a
mother-town in Israel: whywouldyouput anend to theheritageof theLord?
20And Joab, answering her, said, Far, far be it fromme to be a cause of death
ordestruction; 21Not so: but amanof thehill-countryofEphraim, Sheba, son
of Bichri, by name, has taken up arms against the king, against David: give
up this man only, and I will go away from the town. And the woman said
to Joab, His headwill be dropped over thewall to you. 22Then thewoman in
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herwisdomhad talkwith all the town. And theyhadSheba's head cut offand
sent out to Joab. And he had the horn sounded, and sent them all away from
the town, everyman to his tent. And Joabwent back to Jerusalem to the king.
23Now Joab was over all the army; and Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, was at
the head of the Cherethites and the Pelethites; 24And Adoram was overseer
of the forced work; and Jehoshaphat, the son of Ahilud, was the recorder;
25And Sheva was the scribe, and Zadok and Abiathar were priests; 26And in
addition, Ira the Jairite was a priest to David.

21
1 In the days of David they were short of food for three years, year after

year; and David went before the Lord for directions. And the Lord said, On
Saul and on his family there is blood, because he put the Gibeonites to death.
2Then the king sent for the Gibeonites; (now the Gibeonites were not of the
children of Israel, but were the last of the Amorites, to whom the children of
Israel hadgivenanoath; but Saul, inhis passion for the childrenof Israel and
Judah, hadmade an attempt on their lives:) 3SoDavid said to the Gibeonites,
What may I do for you? how am I to make up to you for your wrongs, so
that youmay give a blessing to the heritage of the Lord? 4And theGibeonites
said to him, It is not a question of silver and gold between us and Saul or
his family; and it is not in our power to put to death any man in Israel. And
he said, Say, then, what am I to do for you? 5 And they said to the king, As
for the man by whom we were wasted, and who made designs against us
to have us completely cut off from the land of Israel, 6 Let seven men of his
family be given up to us and we will put an end to them by hanging them
before the Lord in Gibeon, on the hill of the Lord. And the king said, I will
give them. 7But the king did not give upMephibosheth, the son of Saul's son
Jonathan, because of the Lord's oathmade betweenDavid and Jonathan, the
son of Saul. 8 But the king took Armoni and Mephibosheth, the two sons of
Saul towhomRizpah, thedaughter ofAiah, hadgivenbirth; and thefive sons
of Saul's daughter Merab, whose father was Adriel, the son of Barzillai the
Meholathite: 9 And he gave them up to the Gibeonites, and they put them
to death, hanging them on the mountain before the Lord; all seven came
to their end together in the first days of the grain-cutting, at the start of the
cutting of the barley. 10 And Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah, took haircloth,
placing it on the rock as a bed for herself, from the start of the grain-cutting
till rain camedownon them fromheaven; and she did not let the birds of the
air come near them by day, or the beasts of the field by night. 11And news
was given to David ofwhat Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah, one of Saul's wives,
haddone. 12AndDavidwent and took thebones of Saul andhis son Jonathan
from the men of Jabesh-gilead, who had taken them away secretly from the
public place of Beth-shan, where the Philistines had put them, hanging up
the bodies there on the day when they put Saul to death in Gilboa: 13 And
he took the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan from that place; and they got
together the bones of those who had been put to death by hanging. 14 And
they put them with the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan in the resting-
place of Kish, his father, in Zela in the country of Benjamin; they did all
the king had given them orders to do. And after that, God gave ear to their
prayers for the land. 15And the Philistineswent towar againwith Israel; and
Davidwentdownwithhispeople, andwhile theywereatGob theyhadafight
with the Philistines: 16 And there came against David one of the offspring
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of the Rephaim, whose spear was three hundred shekels of brass in weight,
and having a new sword, he made an attempt to put David to death. 17 But
Abishai, the son of Zeruiah, came to his help, and, turning on the Philistine,
gave him his death-blow. Then David's men took an oath, and said, Never
again are you to go out with us to the fight, so that you may not put out the
light of Israel. 18Now after this there was war with the Philistines again at
Gob, and Sibbecai the Hushathite put to death Saph, one of the offspring of
the Rephaim. 19 And again there was war with the Philistines at Gob, and
Elhanan, the son of Jair the Beth-lehemite, put to death Goliath the Gittite,
the stem of whose spear was like a cloth-worker's rod. 20 And again there
was war at Gath, where there was a very tall man, who had twenty-four
fingers and toes, six fingers on his hands and six toes on his feet; he was
one of the offspring of the Rephaim. 21 And when he was purposing to put
shame on Israel, Jonathan, the son of Shimei, David's brother, put him to
death. 22 These four were of the offspring of the Rephaim in Gath; and they
came to their end by the hands of David and his servants.

22
1And David made a song to the Lord in these words, on the day when the

Lord made him free from the hands of all his haters, and from the hand of
Saul: 2And he said, The Lord is my Rock, my walled town, and my saviour,
even mine; 3My God, my Rock, in him will I put my faith; my breastplate,
and the horn of my salvation, my high tower, andmy safe place; my saviour,
who keepsme safe from the violent man. 4 I will send upmy cry to the Lord,
who is to be praised; so will I be made safe from those who are against me.
5For the waves of death came roundme, and the seas of evil put me in fear;
6 The cords of hell were round me: the nets of death came on me. 7 In my
troublemy voice went up to the Lord, andmy cry tomy God: my voice came
to his hearing in his holy Temple, and my prayer came to his ears. 8 Then
the earth was moved with a violent shock; the bases of heaven were moved
and shaking, because he was angry. 9There went up a smoke from his nose,
and a fire of destruction from his mouth: coals were lighted by it. 10 The
heavens were bent, so that he might come down; and it was dark under his
feet. 11And he went through the air, seated on a storm-cloud: going quickly
on the wings of the wind. 12 And he made the dark his tent round him, a
mass of waters, thick clouds of the skies. 13Before his shining light his dark
clouds went past, raining ice and coals of fire. 14 The Lord made thunder
in the heavens, and the voice of the Highest was sounding out. 15 And he
sent out his arrows, driving them in all directions; by his flames of fire they
were troubled. 16 Then the deep beds of the sea were seen, and the bases
of the world were uncovered, because of the Lord's wrath, because of the
breath of his mouth. 17 He sent from on high, he took me, pulling me out
of great waters. 18He made me free from my strong hater, from those who
were against me, because they were stronger than I. 19 They came on me
in the day of my trouble: but the Lord was my support. 20He took me out
into a wide place; he was my saviour because he had delight in me. 21 The
Lord gives me the reward of my righteousness, because my hands are clean
before him. 22 For I have kept the ways of the Lord; I have not been turned
away in sin from my God. 23 For all his decisions were before me, and I did
not put away his laws fromme. 24And I was upright before him, and I kept
myself from sin. 25Because of this the Lord has given me the reward of my
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righteousness, because my hands are clean in his eyes. 26On him who has
mercy you will have mercy; to the upright you will be upright; 27He who is
holy will see that you are holy; but to themanwhose way is not straight you
will be a hard judge. 28 For you are the saviour of those who are in trouble;
but your eyes are onmen of pride, tomake them low. 29For you aremy light,
O Lord; and the Lordwillmake the dark bright forme. 30By your help I have
made a way through the wall which was shutting me in: by the help of my
God I have gone over a wall. 31As for God, his way is all good: the word of
the Lord is tested; he is a safe cover for all those who put their faith in him.
32 For who is God but the Lord? and who is a Rock but our God? 33God puts
a strong band about me, guiding me in a straight way. 34He makes my feet
like roes' feet, and puts me on high places. 35He makes my hands expert in
war, so that a bow of brass is bent by my arms. 36 You have given me the
breastplate of your salvation, and your mercy has made me great. 37 You
havemademy stepswide underme, so thatmy feetmakeno slip. 38 I go after
myhaters and overtake them; not turning back till they are all overcome. 39 I
have sent destruction on them and given themwounds, so that they are not
able to get up: they are stretched under my feet. 40 For I have been armed
by you with strength for the fight: you have made low under me those who
came out against me. 41 By you their backs are turned in flight, so that my
haters are cut off. 42 They were crying out, but there was no one to come to
their help: even to the Lord, but he gave them no answer. 43Then they were
crushed as small as the dust of the earth, stamped down under my feet like
the waste of the streets. 44 You have made me free from the fightings of my
people; you have made me the head of the nations: a people of whom I had
no knowledge will be my servants. 45Men of other countries will, with false
hearts, put themselves under my authority: from the time when my name
comes to their ears, they will be ruled by me. 46 They will be wasted away,
they will come out of their secret places shaking with fear. 47 The Lord is
living; praise be to my Rock, and let the God of my salvation be honoured:
48 It is Godwho sends punishment onmy haters, and puts peoples undermy
rule. 49Hemakesme free frommyhaters: I am liftedupover thosewhocome
up against me: you have made me free from the violent man. 50Because of
this Iwill give youpraise, O Lord, among the nations, andwillmake a song of
praise to your name. 51Great salvation does he give to his king; he hasmercy
on the king of his selection, David, and on his seed for ever.

23
1Now these are the last words of David. David, the son of Jesse, says, the

man who was lifted up on high, the man on whom the God of Jacob put the
holy oil, the lovedoneof Israel's songs, says: 2The spirit of the Lordhadvoice
through me, his word was on my tongue. 3 The God of Israel said, the word
of the Rock of Israel came to me: When an upright king is ruling over men,
when he is ruling in the fear of God, 4 It is as the light of the morning, when
the sun comes up, a morning without clouds; making young grass come to
life from the earth. 5 For is not my house so with God? For he has made
with me an eternal agreement, ordered in all things and certain: as for all
my salvation and all my desire, will he not give it increase? 6 But the evil-
doers, all of them, will be like thorns to be pushed away, because they may
not be gripped in thehand: 7But anyone touching themhas to be armedwith
iron and the rod of a spear; and they will be burned with fire, every one of
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them. 8These are the names of David'smen ofwar: Ishbaal theHachmonite,
chief of the three; his axe was lifted up against eight hundred put to death
at one time. 9 After him was Eleazar, the son of Dodai the Ahohite, one
of the three great fighters, who was with David in Pas-dammim when the
Philistines came together there for the fight; andwhen themen of Israel had
gone in flight, 10He was with David and went on fighting the Philistines till
his hand became tired and stiff from gripping his sword: and that day the
Lord gave a great salvation, and the people came back after him only to take
the goods of the Philistines. 11 After him was Shammah, the son of Ela the
Hararite. And the Philistines came together in Lehi, where therewas a bit of
land full of seed; and the people went in flight from the Philistines. 12But he
kept his place in themiddle of the bit of land, and kept back their attack and
overcame the Philistines: and the Lord gave a great salvation. 13And three
of the thirty went down at the start of the grain-cutting, and they came to
David at the strong place of Adullam; and the band of Philistines had taken
up theirposition in thevalleyofRephaim. 14Andat that timeDavidhad taken
cover in the strong place, and an armed force of the Philistines was in Beth-
lehem. 15And David, moved by a strong desire, said, If only someone would
giveme a drink of water from thewater-hole of Beth-lehem, by the doorway
into the town! 16And the threemen, forcing theirway through the Philistine
army, got water from the water-hole of Beth-lehem, by the doorway into the
town, and took it back to David: but he would not take it, but, draining it
out, made an offering of it to the Lord. 17And he said, Far be it from me, O
Lord, to do this; howmay I take as my drink the life-blood of men who have
put their lives in danger? So he would not take it. These things did the three
great men of war. 18 And Abishai, the brother of Joab, the son of Zeruiah,
was chief of the thirty. He put to death three hundred with his spear, and
he got for himself a name among the thirty. 19 Was he not the noblest of
the thirty? so he was made their captain: but he was not equal to the first
three. 20 And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, a fighting man of Kabzeel, had
done great acts; he put to death the two sons of Ariel ofMoab: hewent down
into a hole and put a lion to death in time of snow: 21And hemade an attack
on an Egyptian, a tall man: and the Egyptian had a spear in his hand; but he
went down to himwith a stick, and pulling the spear out of the hands of the
Egyptian, put him to death with that same spear. 22 These were the acts of
Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, who had a great name among the thirtymen of
war. 23He was honoured over the rest of the thirty, but he was not equal to
the first three. And David put him over the fighting men who kept him safe.
24Asahel, the brother of Joab, was one of the thirty; and Elhanan, the son of
Dodai, of Beth-lehem, 25Shammah the Harodite, Elika the Harodite, 26Helez
the Paltite, Ira, the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite, 27 Abiezer the Anathothite,
Sibbecai the Hushathite, 28 Zalmon the Ahohite, Maharai the Netophathite,
29 Heldai, the son of Baanah the Netophathite, Ittai, the son of Ribai of
Gibeah of the children of Benjamin, 30Benaiah the Pirathonite, Hiddai of the
valleys of Gaash, 31 Abiel the Arbathite, Azmaveth of Bahurim, 32 Eliahba
the Shaalbonite, Jashen the Gunite, 33 Jonathan, the son of Shammah the
Hararite, Ahiam, the son of Sharar the Hararite, 34 Eliphelet, the son of
Ahasbai the Maacathite, Eliam, the son of Ahithophel the Gilonite, 35Hezrai
the Carmelite, Paarai theArchite, 36 Igal, the sonofNathanof Zobah, Bani the
Gadite, 37 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Beerothite, who had the care of
the arms of Joab, son of Zeruiah, 38 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 39Uriah
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the Hittite: thirty-seven in number.

24
1Again thewrathof theLordwasburningagainst Israel, andmovingDavid

against them, he said, Go, take the number of Israel and Judah. 2 And the
king said to Joab and the captains of the army, who were with him, Go now
through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan as far as Beer-sheba, and have all
the people numbered, so that I may be certain of the number of the people.
3And Joab said to theking,Whatever thenumberof thepeople,may theLord
make it a hundred times as much, and may the eyes of my lord the king see
it: but why does my lord the king take pleasure in doing this thing? 4But the
king's order was stronger than Joab and the captains of the army. And Joab
and the captains of the army went out from the king, to take the number
of the children of Israel. 5 And they went over Jordan, and starting from
Aroer, from the town which is in the middle of the valley, they went in the
direction of the Gadites, and on to Jazer; 6 Then they came to Gilead, and to
the land of the Hittites under Hermon; and they came to Dan, and from Dan
they came round to Zidon, 7 And to the walled town of Tyre, and to all the
towns of the Hivites and the Canaanites: and they went out to the South of
Judah at Beer-sheba. 8 So after going through all the land in every direction,
they came to Jerusalem at the end of nine months and twenty days. 9 And
Joab gave the king the number of all the people: there were in Israel eight
hundred thousand fighting men able to take up arms; and the men of Judah
were five hundred thousand. 10 And after the people had been numbered,
David's heart was troubled. And David said to the Lord, Great has been my
sin in doing this; but now, O Lord, be pleased to take away the sin of your
servant, for I have done very foolishly 11And David got up in the morning;
now the word of the Lord had come to the prophet Gad, David's seer, saying,
12 Go and say to David, The Lord says, Three things are offered to you: say
which of them youwill have, and I will do it to you. 13So Gad came to David,
and gave himword of this and said to him, Are there to be three years when
there is not enough food in your land? or will you go in flight from your
haters for threemonths, while they go after you? orwill you have three days
of violent disease in your land? take thought and say what answer I am to
give to himwho sentme. 14AndDavid said to Gad, This is a hard decision for
me tomake: let us come into the hands of the Lord, for great are hismercies:
let me not come into the hands of men. 15 So David made selection of the
disease; and the time was the days of the grain-cutting, when the disease
came among the people, causing the death of seventy thousand men from
Dan as far as Beer-sheba. 16And when the hand of the angel was stretched
out in the direction of Jerusalem, for its destruction, the Lord had regret for
the evil, and said to the angel who was sending destruction on the people,
It is enough; do no more. And the angel of the Lord was by the grain-floor
of Araunah the Jebusite. 17And when David saw the angel who was causing
the destruction of the people, he said to the Lord, Truly, the sin is mine; I
have done wrong: but these are only sheep; what have they done? let your
handbeagainstmeandagainstmy family. 18And that dayGadcame toDavid
and said to him, Go up, and put up an altar to the Lord on the grain-floor of
Araunah the Jebusite. 19 So David went up, as Gad had said and as the Lord
had given orders. 20AndAraunah, looking out, saw the king andhis servants
coming to him: and Araunah went out, and went down on his face to the
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earth before the king. 21And Araunah said, Why has my lord the king come
tohis servant? AndDavid said, Togiveyouaprice foryourgrain-floor, so that
I may put up an altar to the Lord, and the diseasemay be stopped among the
people. 22 And Araunah said to David, Let my lord the king take whatever
seems right to him, and make an offering of it: see, here are the oxen for
the burned offering, and the grain-cleaning instruments and the ox-yokes
forwood: 23All this does the servant ofmy lord the king give to the king. And
Araunah said, May the Lord your God be pleased with your offering! 24And
the king said to Araunah, No, but Iwill give you a price for it; I will not give to
the Lord my God burned offerings for which I have given nothing. So David
got the grain-floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 25And there David
put up an altar to the Lord,making burned offerings and peace-offerings. So
the Lord gave ear to his prayer for the land, and the disease came to an end
in Israel.
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The First Book of Kings
1Now King David was old and far on in years; and though they put covers

over him, his body was cold. 2 So his servants said to him, Let search be
made for a young virgin for my lord the king, to take care of him and be
waiting on him; and you may take her in your arms, and so my lord the
king will be warm. 3 So after searching through all the land of Israel for a
fair young girl, they saw Abishag the Shunammite, and took her to the king.
4Now she was very beautiful; and she took care of the king, waiting on him
at all times; but the king had no connection with her. 5 Then Adonijah, the
son of Haggith, lifting himself up in pride, said, I will become king; and he
made ready his carriages of war and his horsemen, with fifty runners to
go before him. 6 Now all his life his father had never gone against him or
said to him, Why have you done so? and he was a very good-looking man,
and younger than Absalom. 7And he had talk with Joab, the son of Zeruiah,
and with Abiathar the priest; and they were on his side and gave him their
support. 8ButZadok thepriest, andBenaiah, the sonof Jehoiada, andNathan
the prophet and Shimei andRei, andDavid'smenofwar did not take the side
of Adonijah. 9Then Adonijah put to death sheep and oxen and fat beasts by
the stone of Zoheleth, by En-rogel; and he sent for all his brothers, the king's
sons, and all the men of Judah, the king's servants, to come to him: 10 But
he did not send for Nathan the prophet and Benaiah and the other men of
war and Solomonhis brother. 11ThenNathan said to Bath-sheba, themother
of Solomon, Has it not come to your ears that Adonijah, the son of Haggith,
has made himself king without the knowledge of David our lord? 12 So now,
let me make a suggestion, so that you may keep your life safe and the life
of your son Solomon. 13 Come now, go to King David and say to him, Did
you not, O my lord, take an oath to me, your servant, saying, Truly Solomon
your son will be king after me, seated on the seat of my kingdom? why then
is Adonijah acting as king? 14And while you are still talking there with the
king, see, Iwill come in after youand say that your story is true. 15ThenBath-
shebawent into the king's room; now the kingwas very old, andAbishag the
Shunammite was waiting on him. 16And Bath-shebawent down on her face
on the earth before the king giving him honour. And he said, What is your
desire? 17And she said to him, My lord, you took an oath by the Lord your
God and gave your word to your servant, saying, Truly, Solomon your son
will be king after me, seated on the seat of my kingdom. 18 And now, see,
Adonijah has made himself king without my lord's knowledge; 19 And has
put to death oxen and fat beasts and sheep in great numbers, and has sent
for all the sons of the king, and Abiathar the priest, and Joab, the captain of
the army; but he has not sent for Solomon your servant. 20And now,my lord
the king, the eyes of all Israel are on you, waiting for you to say who is to
take the place of my lord the king after him. 21For as things are, it will come
about, whenmy lord the king is sleepingwith his fathers, that I and Solomon
my sonwill bemade outlaws. 22Andwhile shewas still talkingwith the king,
Nathan the prophet came in. 23And they said to the king, Here is Nathan the
prophet. And when he came in before the king, he went down on his face
on the earth. 24And Nathan said, O my lord king, have you said, Adonijah is
to be king after me, seated on the seat of my kingdom? 25 Because today he
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has gone down and has put to death oxen and fat beasts and sheep in great
numbers, andhas sent forall theking's sons to come tohim,with thecaptains
of the army and Abiathar the priest; and they are feasting before him and
crying, Long life to King Adonijah! 26 But me, your servant, and Zadok the
priest, and Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, and your servant Solomon, he has
not sent for. 27Has this thing been done by my lord the king, without giving
word to your servants who was to be placed on my lord the king's seat after
him? 28Then King David in answer said, Send for Bath-sheba to come tome.
And she came in and took her place before the king. 29 And the king took
an oath, and said, By the living Lord, who has been my saviour from all my
troubles, 30 As I took an oath to you by the Lord, the God of Israel, saying,
Certainly Solomon your son will become king after me, seated onmy seat in
my place; so will I do this day. 31 Then Bath-sheba went down on her face
on the earth before the king giving him honour, and said, May my lord King
David go on living for ever. 32AndKingDavid said, Send for Zadok the priest,
and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada. And they came
before the king. 33And the king said to them, Take with you the servants of
your lord, and put Solomon my son on my beast, yes, mine, and take him
down to Gihon; 34And there let Zadok the priest andNathan the prophet put
the holy oil on him tomake him king over Israel; and sounding the horn say,
Long life toKingSolomon! 35Thencomeupafterhimandhewill come inand
take his place on the seat ofmy kingdom; for he is to be king inmy place, and
I have given orders that he is to be ruler over Israel and over Judah. 36And
Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, answering the king, said, So be it: and may
the Lord, the God of my lord the king, say so. 37 As the Lord has been with
my lord the king, even so may he be with Solomon and make the seat of his
authority greater than that ofmy lordKingDavid. 38So Zadok the priest, and
Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites
and the Pelethites, went down and put Solomon on King David's beast and
took him to Gihon. 39 And Zadok the priest took the vessel of oil out of the
Tent, and put the holy oil on Solomon. And when the horn was sounded, all
the people said, Long life to King Solomon! 40 And all the people came up
after him, piping with pipes, and they were glad with great joy, so that the
earthwas shakingwith the sound. 41And it came to the ears of Adonijah and
all the guests who were with him, when their meal was ended. And Joab,
hearing the sound of the horn, said, What is the reason of this noise as if the
townwasworked up? 42Andwhile thewordswere on his lips, Jonathan, the
son of Abiathar the priest, came; and Adonijah said, Come in; for you are a
man of good faith and the news which you have for us will be good. 43And
Jonathan, answering, said to Adonijah, Not so, but our lord King David has
made Solomon king: 44And he sent with him Zadok the priest, and Nathan
the prophet, and Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the
Pelethites; and they put him on the king's beast: 45And Zadok the priest and
Nathan the prophet put the holy oil on himandmadehimking inGihon; and
they came back from there with joy, and the townwas all worked up. This is
the noise which has come to your ears. 46And now Solomon is seated on the
seat of the kingdom. 47And the king's servants came to our lord King David,
blessing him and saying, May God make the name of Solomon better than
your name, and the seat of his authority greater than your seat; and the king
was bent low in worship on his bed. 48 Then the king said, May the God of
Israel bepraised,whohasgivenoneofmyseed tobeking inmyplace thisday
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and has letmy eyes see it. 49And all the guests of Adonijah got up in fear and
went away, every man to his place. 50And Adonijah himself was full of fear
because of Solomon; and he got up and went to the altar, and put his hands
on its horns. 51And they gave Solomonword of it, saying, See, Adonijah goes
in such fear of King Solomon, that he has put his hands on the horns of the
altar, saying, Let King Solomon first give me his oath that he will not put his
servant to death with the sword. 52 And Solomon said, If he is seen to be a
man of good faith, not a hair of him will be touched; but if any wrongdoing
is seen in him, he is to be put to death. 53SoKing Solomon sent, and they took
him down from the altar. And he came and gave honour to King Solomon;
and Solomon said to him, Go to your house.

2
1Now the time of David's death came near; and he gave orders to Solomon

his son, saying, 2 I am going the way of all the earth: so be strong and be
a man; 3 And keep the orders of the Lord your God, walking in his ways,
keeping his laws and his orders and his rules and his words, as they are
recorded in the law of Moses; so that you may do well in all you do and
wherever you go, 4 So that the Lord may give effect to what he said of me,
If your children give attention to their ways, living uprightly beforemewith
all their heart and their soul, you will never be without a man to be king in
Israel. 5Now you have knowledge of what Joab, the son of Zeruiah, did to
me, and to the two captains of the army of Israel, Abner, the son of Ner, and
Amasa, the sonof Jether,whomheput to death, takingpayment for the blood
ofwar in timeof peace, andmaking thebandofmy clothing and the shoes on
myfeet redwith thebloodofoneput todeathwithout cause. 6Sobeguidedby
yourwisdom, and let nothiswhiteheadgodown to theunderworld inpeace.
7But be good to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be guests at
your table; for so they came to me when I went in flight from Absalom your
brother. 8Now you have with you Shimei, the son of Gera the Benjamite of
Bahurim,whoput a bitter curse onmeon the daywhen Iwent toMahanaim;
but he came down to see me at Jordan, and I gave himmy oath by the Lord,
saying, I will not put you to death by the sword. 9But do not let him be free
frompunishment, for youareawiseman; and itwill be clear toyouwhatyou
have to do with him; see that his white head goes down to the underworld
in blood. 10 Then David went to rest with his fathers, and his body was put
into the earth in the town of David. 11David was king over Israel for forty
years: for seven years he was king in Hebron and for thirty-three years in
Jerusalem. 12 And Solomon took his place on the seat of David his father,
and his kingdom was made safe and strong. 13 Then Adonijah, the son of
Haggith, came to Bath-sheba, the mother of Solomon. And she said, Come
you in peace? And he said, Yes, in peace. 14 Then he said, I have something
to say to you. And she said, Say on. 15And he said, You saw how the kingdom
wasmine, and all Israel had the idea that I would be their king; but now the
kingdom is turned about, and has become my brother's, for it was given to
himby theLord. 16NowIhaveone request tomake toyou, anddonot say,No,
to me. And she said to him, Say on. 17 Then he said, Will you go to Solomon
the king (for he will not say, No, to you) and put before himmy request that
he will giveme Abishag the Shunammite for a wife? 18And Bath-sheba said,
Good! I will make your request to the king. 19 So Bath-sheba went to King
Solomon to have talk with him on Adonijah's account. And the king got up
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to come to her, and went down low to the earth before her; then he took his
place on the king's seat and had a seatmade ready for the king's mother and
she tookherplaceathis righthand. 20Then she said, I haveone small request
to make to you; do not say, No, to me. And the king said, Say on, my mother,
for I will not say, No, to you. 21 And she said, Let Abishag the Shunammite
be given to Adonijah your brother for a wife. 22 Then King Solomon made
answer and said to his mother, Why are you requesting me to give Abishag
the Shunammite to Adonijah? Take the kingdom for him in addition, for he
ismy older brother, and Abiathar the priest and Joab, the son of Zeruiah, are
onhis side. 23ThenKingSolomon tookanoathby theLord, saying,MayGod's
punishment be on me if Adonijah does not give payment for these words
with his life. 24Now by the living Lord, who has given me my place on the
seat of David my father, and made me one of a line of kings, as he gave me
his word, truly Adonijah will be put to death this day. 25And King Solomon
sent Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, and he made an attack on him and put
him to death. 26And to Abiathar the priest the king said, Go to Anathoth, to
your fields; for death would be your right reward; but I will not put you to
death now, because you took up the ark of the Lord God before David my
father, and you were with him in all his troubles. 27 So Solomon let Abiathar
be priest no longer, so that he might make the word of the Lord come true
which he said about the sons of Eli in Shiloh. 28 And news of this came to
Joab; for JoabhadbeenoneofAdonijah's supporters, thoughhehadnotbeen
on Absalom's side. Then Joab went in flight to the Tent of the Lord, and put
his hands on the horns of the altar. 29 And they said to King Solomon, Joab
has gone in flight to the Tent of the Lord and is by the altar. Then Solomon
sent Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, saying, Go, make an attack on him. 30And
Benaiah came to the Tent of the Lord and said to him, The king says, Come
out. And he said, No; but let death come tome here. And Benaiah went back
to the king and gave him word of the answer which Joab had given. 31And
the king said, Do as he has said andmake an attack on him there, and put his
body into the earth; so that youmay take away fromme and frommy family
the blood of one put to death by Joab without cause. 32 And the Lord will
send back his blood on his head, because of the attack he made on two men
more upright and better than himself, putting them to the sword without
my father's knowledge; even Abner, the son of Ner, captain of the army of
Israel, and Amasa, the son of Jether, captain of the army of Judah. 33 So their
blood will be on the head of Joab, and on the head of his seed for ever; but
for David and his seed and his family and the seat of his kingdom, there will
be peace for ever from the Lord. 34 So Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, went
up, and falling on him, put him to death; and his body was put to rest in his
house in the waste land. 35And the king put Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, in
his place over the army; and Zadok the priest he put in the place of Abiathar.
36Then the king sent for Shimei, and said to him, Make a house for yourself
in Jerusalemandkeep there andgo tonootherplace. 37Forbe certain that on
the daywhen you go out and go over the streamKidron, death will overtake
you: and your blood will be on your head. 38 And Shimei said to the king,
Very well! as my lord the king has said, so will your servant do. And for a
long time Shimeiwent on living in Jerusalem. 39But after three years, two of
the servants of Shimei went in flight to Achish, son of Maacah, king of Gath.
And word was given to Shimei that his servants had gone to Gath. 40 Then
Shimei got up, andmaking readyhis ass, hewent toGath, toAchish, in search
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of his servants; and he sent and got them from Gath. 41And news was given
to Solomon that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem toGath andhad comeback
again. 42 Then the king sent for Shimei, and said to him, Did I not make you
take an oath by the Lord, protesting to you and saying, Be certain that on the
day when you go out from here, wherever you go, death will overtake you?
and you said to me, Very well! 43Why then have you not kept the oath of the
Lord and the order which I gave you? 44 And the king said to Shimei, You
have knowledge of all the evil which you did to David my father; and now
the Lord has sent back your evil on yourself. 45But a blessingwill be on King
Solomon, and the kingdom of David will keep its place before the Lord for
ever. 46 So the king gave orders to Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada; and he went
out and, falling on him, put him to death. And Solomon's authority over the
kingdomwas complete.

3
1 Solomon became the son-in-law of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and took

Pharaoh's daughter as his wife, keeping her in the town of David, till the
house he was building for himself, and the house of the Lord and the wall
round Jerusalem, were complete. 2But all this time the people were making
their offerings in the high places, because no house had been put up to the
name of the Lord till those days. 3And Solomon, in his love for the Lord, kept
the laws of David his father; but he made offerings and let them go up in
smoke on the high places. 4And the kingwent to Gibeon tomake an offering
there, because that was the chief high place: it was Solomon's way tomake a
thousand burned offerings on that altar. 5 In Gibeon, Solomon had a vision
of the Lord in a dream by night; and God said to him, Say what I am to give
you. 6 And Solomon said, Great was your mercy to David my father, as his
life before you was true and upright and his heart was true to you; and you
have kept for him this greatest mercy, a son to take his place this day. 7And
now, O Lordmy God, you havemade your servant king in the place of David
my father; and I am only a young boy, with no knowledge of how to go out
or come in. 8And your servant has round him the people of your selection, a
people so great that theymaynot be numbered, and no account of themmay
be given. 9 Give your servant, then, a wise heart for judging your people,
able to see what is good and what evil; for who is able to be the judge of
this great people? 10Now these words and Solomon's request were pleasing
to the Lord. 11 And God said to him, Because your request is for this thing,
and not for long life for yourself or for wealth or for the destruction of your
haters, but for wisdom to be a judge of causes; 12 I have done as you said:
I have given you a wise and far-seeing heart, so that there has never been
your equal in the past, and never will there be any like you in the future.
13Andwith this I have given you what youmade no request for: wealth and
honour, so that no king was ever your equal. 14And if you go on inmyways,
keeping my laws and my orders as your father David did, I will give you a
long life. 15And Solomon, awakening, saw that it was a dream; then he came
to Jerusalem, where he went before the ark of the agreement of the Lord,
offering burned offerings andpeace-offerings; andhemade a feast for all his
servants. 16 Then two loose women of the town came and took their places
before the king; 17 And one of them said, O my lord, I and this woman are
living in the same house; and I gave birth to a child by her side in the house.
18And threedaysafter thebirthofmychild, thiswomanhadachild: wewere
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together, no other-personwaswith us in the house but we two only. 19 In the
night, this woman, sleeping on her child, was the cause of its death. 20And
shegotup in themiddleof thenight and tookmyson frommysidewhile your
servant was sleeping; and she took it in her arms and put her dead child in
my arms. 21And when I got up to give my child the breast, I saw that it was
dead; but in themorning, looking at it with care, I saw that it was notmy son.
22And the other woman said, No; but the living child is my son and the dead
one yours. But the first said, No; the dead child is your son and the living one
mine. So they kept on talking before the king. 23Then the king said, One says,
The living child is my son, and yours is the dead: and the other says, Not so;
but your son is the dead one and mine is the living. 24 Then he said, Get me
a sword. So they went and put a sword before the king. 25And the king said,
Let the living child be cut in two and one half given to onewoman and one to
the other. 26Then the mother of the living child came forward, for her heart
went out to her son, and she said, O my lord, give her the child; do not on
any account put it to death. But the other woman said, It will not be mine or
yours; let it be cut in two. 27 Then the king made answer and said, Give her
the child, anddonot put it to death; she is themother of it. 28Andnewsof this
decisionwhich the king hadmadewent through all Israel; and they had fear
of the king, for they saw that thewisdomof Godwas in him to give decisions.

4
1Now Solomon was king over all Israel. 2 And these were his chief men:

Azariah, the son of Zadok, was the priest; 3 Elihoreph and Ahijah, the sons
of Shisha, were scribes; Jehoshaphat, the son of Ahilud, was the recorder;
4 Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, was head of the army; Zadok and Abiathar
were priests; 5 Azariah, the son of Nathan, was over those in authority in
the different divisions of the country; Zabud, the son of Nathan, was priest
and theking's friend; 6Ahisharwas controller of the king's house; Adoniram,
the son of Abda, was overseer of the forced work. 7And Solomon put twelve
overseers over all Israel, to be responsible for the stores needed for the king
and those of his house; every man was responsible for one month in the
year. 8 And these are their names: ... the son of Hur in the hill country of
Ephraim; 9 ... the sonofDeker inMakazandShaalbimandBeth-shemeshand
Elonbeth-hanan; 10 ... the son of Hesed in Arubboth; Socoh and all the land
of Hepher were under his control; 11 ... the son of Abinadab in all Naphath-
dor; his wife was Taphath, the daughter of Solomon. 12 Baana, the son of
Ahilud, in Taanach and Megiddo, and all Beth-shean which is by the side
of Zarethan, under Jezreel, from Beth-shean to Abel-meholah, as far as the
far side of Jokmeam; 13 ... the son of Geber in Ramoth-gilead; he had the
towns of Jair, the son of Manasseh, which are in Gilead, and the country of
Argob, which is in Bashan, sixty great towns with walls and locks of brass.
14Ahinadab, the son of Iddo, in Mahanaim; 15Ahimaaz in Naphtali; he took
Basemath, the daughter of Solomon, as his wife; 16Baana, the son of Hushai,
in Asher and Aloth; 17 Jehoshaphat, the son of Paruah, in Issachar; 18Shimei,
the son of Ela, in Benjamin; 19 Geber, the son of Uri, in the land of Gilead,
the country of Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, king of Bashan; and one
overseer had authority over all the overseers whowere in the land. 20 Judah
and Israel were as great in number as the sand by the seaside, and they took
their food and drink with joy in their hearts. 21And Solomonwas ruler over
all the kingdoms from the River to the land of the Philistines, and as far
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as the edge of Egypt; men gave him offerings and were his servants all the
days of his life. 22And the amount of Solomon's food for one day was thirty
measures of crushed grain and sixty measures of meal; 23 Ten fat oxen and
twenty oxen from the fields, and a hundred sheep, in addition to harts and
gazelles and roes and fat fowls. 24 For he had authority over all the country
on this side of the River, from Tiphsah to Gaza, over all the kings on this
side of the River; and he had peace round him on every side. 25 So Judah
and Israel were living safely, everyman under his vine and his fig-tree, from
Dan as far as Beer-sheba, all the days of Solomon. 26And Solomon had four
thousand boxed-off spaces for horses for his carriages, and twelve thousand
horsemen. 27 And those overseers, every man in his month, saw that food
was produced for Solomon and all his guests, they took care that nothing
was overlooked. 28And they took grain and dry grass for the horses and the
carriage-horses, to the right place, everyman as hewas ordered. 29And God
gave Solomon a great store of wisdom and good sense, and a mind of wide
range, as wide as the sand by the seaside. 30 And Solomon's wisdom was
greater than the wisdom of all the people of the East and all the wisdom of
Egypt. 31 For he was wiser than all men, even than Ethan the Ezrahite, and
Heman and Calcol and Darda, the sons of Mahol; and he had a great name
among all the nations round about. 32He was the maker of three thousand
wise sayings, and of songs to the number of a thousand and five. 33Hemade
sayings about all plants, from the cedar in Lebanon to the hyssop hanging
on the wall; and about all beasts and birds and fishes and the small things
of the earth. 34 People came from every nation to give ear to the wisdom of
Solomon, from all the kings of the earth who had word of his wisdom.

5
1 Now Hiram, king of Tyre, hearing that Solomon had been made king

in place of his father, sent his servants to him; for Hiram had ever been a
friend to David. 2And Solomon sent back word to Hiram, saying, 3You have
knowledge thatDavidmyfatherwasnotable tomakeahouse for thenameof
the Lord his God, because of the wars which were round him on every side,
till the Lord put all those who were against him under his feet. 4 But now
the Lord my God has given me rest on every side; no one is making trouble,
and no evil is taking place. 5And so it is my purpose to make a house for the
name of the Lord my God, as he said to David my father, Your son, whom
I will make king in your place, will be the builder of a house for my name.
6 So now, will you have cedar-trees from Lebanon cut down for me, and my
servants will be with your servants; and I will give you payment for your
servants at whatever rate you say; for it is common knowledge that we have
no such wood-cutters among us as the men of Zidon. 7 And these words of
Solomon made Hiram glad, and he said, Now may the Lord be praised who
has given to David awise son to be king over this great people. 8ThenHiram
sent to Solomon, saying; Thewords you sent have been given tome: I will do
all your desire in the question of cedar-wood and cypress-wood. 9My men
will take themdown fromLebanon to the sea,where Iwill have themcorded
together to go by sea to whatever place you say, and I will have them cut up
there so that you may take them away; as for payment, it will be enough if
you give me food for my people. 10 So Hiram gave Solomon all the cedar-
wood and cypress-wood he had need of; 11And Solomon gave Hiram twenty
thousandmeasures of grain, as food for his people, and twenty measures of
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clear oil; this he did every year. 12Now the Lord had given Solomonwisdom,
as he had said to him; and there was peace between Hiram and Solomon,
and they made an agreement together. 13 Then King Solomon got together
men for the forced work through all Israel, thirty thousandmen in number;
14 And sent them to Lebanon in bands of ten thousand every month: for a
month they were working in Lebanon and for two months in their country,
and Adoniram was in control of them. 15Then he had seventy thousand for
the work of transport, and eighty thousand stone-cutters in the mountains;
16 In addition to the chiefs of the responsiblemen put by Solomon to oversee
thework, three thousandand threehundred inauthority over theworkmen.
17By the king's orders great stones, stones of high price, were cut out, so that
the base of the housemight bemade of squared stone. 18Solomon's builders
and Hiram's builders did the work of cutting them, and put edges on them,
and got the wood and the stone ready for the building of the house.

6
1 In the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel came

out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year that Solomonwas king of Israel, in
the month Ziv, which is the second month, the building of the Lord's house
was started. 2The house which Solomonmade for the Lord was sixty cubits
long, twenty cubits wide and thirty cubits high. 3 The covered way before
theTemple of thehousewas twenty cubits long, aswide as thehouse, and ten
cubitswide in front of the house. 4And for the house hemadewindows,with
networkacross. 5Andagainst thewalls all round, andagainst thewalls of the
Temple and of the inmost room, he put up wings, with side rooms all round:
6 The lowest line of them being five cubits wide, the middle six cubits wide
and the third seven cubits; for there was a space all round the outside walls
of the house so that the boards supporting the rooms did not have to be fixed
in the walls of the house. 7 (And the stones used in the building of the house
were squared at the place where they were cut out; there was no sound of
hammer or axe or any iron instrument while theywere building the house.)
8 The door to the lowest side rooms was in the right side of the house; and
they went up by twisting steps into the middle rooms, and from the middle
into the third. 9 So he put up the house andmade it complete, roofing it with
boards of cedar-wood. 10 And he put up the line of side rooms against the
walls of the house, fifteen cubits high, resting against the house on boards of
cedar-wood. 11 (And the word of the Lord came to Solomon, saying, 12About
this housewhich you are building: if youwill keepmy laws and give effect to
my decisions and be guided bymy rules, I will give effect tomywordwhich I
gave to David your father. 13And I will be ever among the children of Israel,
andwill not go away frommypeople. 14So Solomonmade thebuilding of the
house complete.) 15 The walls of the house were covered inside with cedar-
woodboards; fromthefloor to the roof of thehouse theywere covered inside
with wood; and the floor was covered with boards of cypress-wood. 16And
at the back of the house a further space of twenty cubits was shut in with
boards of cedar-wood, for the inmost room. 17 And the house, that is, the
Temple, in front of the holy place was forty cubits long. 18 (All the inside of
thehousewascedar-wood, ornamentedwithdesignsofbudsandflowers; no
stonework was to be seen inside.) 19And he made ready an inmost room in
themiddle of the house, inwhich to put the ark of the agreement of the Lord.
20 And the inmost room was twenty cubits square and twenty cubits high,
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plated over with clear gold, and he made an altar of cedar-wood, plating it
with gold. 21 Solomon had all the inside of the house covered with gold, and
he put chains of gold across in front of the inmost room, which itself was
covered with gold. 22Plates of gold were put all through the house till it was
covered completely (and the altar in the inmost room was all covered with
gold). 23 In the inmost room he made two winged beings of olive-wood, ten
cubits high; 24With outstretched wings five cubits wide; the distance from
the edge of one wing to the edge of the other was ten cubits. 25 The two
winged ones were ten cubits high, of the same size and form. 26 The two
of them were ten cubits high. 27 These were placed inside the inner house,
their outstretched wings touching the walls of the house, one touching one
wall and one the other, while their other wings were touching in themiddle.
28 These winged ones were plated over with gold. 29And all the walls of the
house inside andoutwereornamentedwith formsofwingedones andpalm-
trees and open flowers. 30And the floor of the house was covered with gold,
inside and out. 31 For the way into the inmost room he made doors of olive-
wood, the arch and the door supports forming a five-sided opening. 32 On
the olive-wood doors were cut designs of winged ones and palm-trees and
open flowers, all of them, with the doors, plated with gold. 33Then he made
pillars of olive-wood for the way into the Temple; the pillars were square:
34 And two folding doors of cypress-wood, with two leaves. 35 These were
ornamented with designs of winged ones and palm-trees and open flowers,
plated over with gold. 36 And the inner space was walled with three lines
of squared stones and a line of cedar-wood boards. 37 In the fourth year the
base of the housewas put in its place, in themonth Ziv. 38And in the eleventh
year, in the month Bul, which is the eighth month, the building of the house
was complete in every detail, as it had been designed. So hewas seven years
building it.

7
1 Solomon was thirteen years building a house for himself till it was

complete. 2 And he made the house of the Woods of Lebanon, which was
a hundred cubits long and fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits high, resting
on four lines of cedar-wood pillars with cedar-wood supports on the pillars.
3 And it was covered with cedar over the forty-five supports which were
on the pillars, fifteen in a line. 4 There were three lines of window-frames,
window facing window in every line. 5And all the doors and windows had
square frames, with the windows facing one another in three lines. 6 And
he made a covered room of pillars, fifty cubits long and thirty cubits wide,
and ... with steps before it. 7 Then he made a covered room for his high
seat when he gave decisions; this was the covered room of judging; it was
covered with cedar-wood from floor to roof. 8And the house for his living-
place, theother open square in the covered room,wasmade in the sameway.
And then he made a house like it for Pharaoh's daughter, whom Solomon
had taken as his wife. 9All these buildings were made, inside and out, from
base to crowning stone, and outside to the great walled square, of highly
priced stone, cut to different sizes with cutting-instruments. 10And the base
was of great masses of highly priced stone, some ten cubits and some eight
cubits square. 11 Overhead were highly priced stones cut to measure, and
cedar-wood. 12The great outer square all roundwas walled with three lines
of squared stones and a line of cedar-wood boards, round about the open
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square inside thehouseof theLordand the covered roomof theking's house.
13 Then King Solomon sent and got Hiram from Tyre. 14He was the son of a
widow of the tribe of Naphtali, and his fatherwas aman of Tyre, aworker in
brass; he was full of wisdom and knowledge and an expert worker in brass.
He came toKing Solomonanddid all hiswork forhim. 15He itwaswhomade
the two brass pillars; the first pillar was eighteen cubits high, and a line of
twelve cubits went round it; and the second was the same. 16And he made
the two crowns to be put on the tops of the pillars, of brass made soft in the
fire; the crowns were five cubits high. 17 There were nets of open-work for
the crowns on the tops of the pillars, a net of open-work for one and a net of
open-work for the other. 18And hemade ornaments of apples; and two lines
of apples all round over the network, covering the crowns of the pillars, the
two crowns in the same way. 19 The crowns on the tops of the pillars were
ornamented with a design of flowers, and were four cubits across. 20 And
there were crowns on the two pillars near the round part by the network,
and there were two hundred apples in lines round every crown. 21He put
up the pillars at the doorway of the Temple, naming the one on the right
Jachin, and that on the left Boaz. 22 The tops of the pillars had a design of
flowers; and the work of making the pillars was complete. 23And hemade a
greatmetalwater-vessel ten cubits across from edge to edge, five cubits high
and thirty cubits round. 24And under the edge of it, circling it all round for
ten cubits, were two lines of flower buds, made together with it from liquid
metal. 25 It was supported on twelve oxen, with their back parts turned to
the middle of it, three of them facing to the north, three to the west, three
to the south, and three to the east; the vessel was resting on top of them.
26 It was as thick as a man's open hand, and was curved like the edge of a
cup, like the flower of a lily: it would take two thousand baths. 27 And he
made ten wheeled bases of brass; every one four cubits long, four cubits
wide, and three cubits high. 28And the bases were made in this way; their
sideswere square, fixed in a framework; 29And on the square sides between
the frames were lions, oxen, and winged ones; and the same on the frame;
and over and under the lions and the oxen and the winged ones were steps.
30Every base had four wheels of brass, turning on brass rods, and their four
angles had angle-plates under them; the angle-plates under the base were
of metal, and there were ornaments at the side of every one. 31 The mouth
of it inside the angle-plate was one cubit across; it was round like a pillar, a
cubit and a half across; it had designs cut on it; the sides were square, not
round. 32 The four wheels were under the frames, and the rods on which
the wheels were fixed were in the base; the wheels were a cubit and a half
high. 33The wheels were made like carriage-wheels, the rods on which they
were fixed, the parts forming their edges, their rods and the middle points
of them, were all formed out of liquid metal. 34And there were four angle-
plates at the four angles of every base, forming part of the structure of the
base. 35And at the top of the base therewas a round vessel, half a cubit high;
36 In the spaces of theflat sides andon the framesof them, hemadedesigns of
winged ones, lions, and palm-trees, with ornamented edges all round. 37All
the ten bases were made in this way, after the same design, of the same size
and form. 38And he made ten brass washing-vessels, everyone taking forty
baths, andmeasuring four cubits; one vessel was placed on every one of the
ten bases. 39And he put the bases by the house, five on the right side and five
on the left; and he put the great water-vessel on the right side of the house,
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to the east, facing south. 40 And Hiram made the pots and spades and the
basins. So Hiram came to the end of all the work he did for King Solomon in
thehouseof theLord: 41The twopillarsand the twocupsof thecrownswhich
were on the tops of the two pillars; and the network covering the two cups
of the crowns on the tops of the pillars, 42And the four hundred apples for
the network, two lines of apples for every network, covering the two cups of
the crowns on the pillars; 43And the ten bases, with the ten washing-vessels
on them; 44And the great water-vessel, with the twelve oxen under it; 45And
the pots and the spades and the basins; all the vesselswhichHirammade for
King Solomon, for the house of the Lord, were of polished brass. 46Hemade
them of liquid metal in the lowland of Jordan, at the way across the river, at
Adama, betweenSuccothandZarethan. 47Theweight of all thesevesselswas
notmeasured, because therewas such a number of them; it was not possible
to get the weight of the brass. 48And Solomon had all the vessels made for
use in the house of the Lord: the altar of gold and the gold table onwhich the
holybreadwasplaced; 49And the supports for the lights, fiveon the right side
andfiveon the left before the inmost room, of clear gold; and theflowers and
the lights andall the instruments of gold; 50And the cups and the scissors and
thebasins and the spoonsand thefire-trays, all of gold; and thepinsonwhich
the doorswere turned, the doors of the inner house, themost holy place, and
the doors of the Temple, all of gold. 51So all theworkKing Solomonhad done
in the house of the Lord was complete. Then Solomon took the holy things
which David his father had given, the silver and the gold and all the vessels,
and put them in the store-houses of the house of the Lord.

8
1Then Solomon sent for all the responsiblemen of Israel, and all the chiefs

of the tribes, and the heads of families of the children of Israel, to come to
him in Jerusalem to take the ark of the Lord's agreement up out of the town
of David, which is Zion. 2 And all the men of Israel came together to King
Solomon at the feast, in themonth Ethanim, the seventhmonth. 3And all the
responsible men of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark. 4They took
up the ark of the Lord, and the Tent ofmeeting, and all the holy vesselswhich
were in the Tent; all these the priests and the Levites took up. 5 And King
Solomon and all the men of Israel who had come together there, were with
him before the ark, making offerings of sheep and oxen more than might
be numbered. 6 And the priests took the ark of the agreement of the Lord
and put it in its place in the inner room of the house, in the most holy place,
under the wings of the winged ones. 7 For their wings were outstretched
over the place where the ark was, covering the ark and its rods. 8 The rods
were so long that their ends were seen from the holy place, in front of the
inmost room; but they were not seen from outside: and there they are to
this day. 9There was nothing in the ark but the two flat stones which Moses
put there at Horeb, where the Lordmade an agreement with the children of
Israel when they came out of the land of Egypt. 10Nowwhen the priests had
come out of the holy place, the house of the Lord was full of the cloud, 11 So
that the priestswere not able to keep their places to do theirwork because of
the cloud, for the house of the Lord was full of the glory of the Lord. 12Then
Solomonsaid, OLord, to the sunyouhavegiven theheaven fora living-place,
but your living-placewas not seen bymen; 13So I havemade for you a living-
place, a house inwhich youmaybe for ever present. 14Then, turninghis face
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about, the king gave a blessing to all the men of Israel; and they were all on
their feet together. 15 And he said, Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
who himself gave his word to Davidmy father, andwith his strong hand has
made his word come true, saying, 16 From the day when I took my people
Israel out of Egypt, no town in all the tribes of Israel has beenmarked out by
me for the building of a house for the resting-place of my name; but I made
selection of David to be king overmypeople Israel. 17Now itwas in the heart
of David my father to put up a house for the name of the Lord, the God of
Israel. 18 But the Lord said to David my father, You did well to have in your
heart the desire tomake a house formyname; 19But you yourself will not be
the builder ofmyhouse; but your son, the offspring of your body, he it iswho
will put up a house for my name. 20And the Lord has made his word come
true; for I have taken my father David's place on the seat of the kingdom of
Israel, as theLordgavehisword; and Ihavemadeahouse for thenameof the
Lord, the God of Israel. 21 In it I havemade a place for the ark, inwhich is the
agreementwhich the Lordmadewith our fathers, when he took them out of
the landof Egypt. 22Then Solomon tookhis place before the altar of the Lord,
all the men of Israel being present, and stretching out his hands to heaven,
23Said, O Lord, the God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven or on the
earth; keeping faith andmercy unchanging for your servants, while they go
in your ways with all their hearts. 24And you have kept the word which you
gave to your servant David, my father; with yourmouth you said it andwith
your hand you have made it come true this day. 25 So now, O Lord, the God
of Israel, let your word to your servant David, my father, come true, when
you said, You will never be without a man to take his place on the seat of
the kingdom of Israel beforeme, if only your children give attention to their
ways, walking before me as you have done. 26 So now, O God of Israel, it is
my prayer that you will make your word come true which you said to your
servant David, my father. 27 But is it truly possible that God may be housed
on earth? see, heaven and the heaven of heavens are not wide enough to
be your resting-place; howmuch less this house which I have made! 28 Still,
let your heart be turned to the prayer of your servant, O Lord God, and to
his prayer for grace; give ear to the cry and the prayer which your servant
sends up to you this day; 29 That your eyes may be open to this house night
and day, to this place ofwhich you have said,Mynamewill be there; hearing
the prayer which your servant may make, turning to this place. 30Give ear
to the prayers of your servant, and the prayers of your people Israel, when
theymake their prayers, turning to this place; give ear in heaven your living-
place, and hearing, havemercy. 31 If aman doeswrong to his neighbour, and
has to takeanoath, and comesbefore youraltar to takehis oath in this house:
32 Then let your ear be open in heaven, and be the judge of your servants,
giving your decision against the wrongdoer, so that punishment for his sins
may comeonhis head; and, by your decision, keeping fromevil himwhohas
done nowrong. 33When your people Israel are overcome inwar, because of
their sin against you; if they are turned to you again, honouring your name,
making prayers to you and requesting your grace in this house: 34Then give
ear in heaven, and let the sin of your people Israel have forgiveness, and
take them back again into the land which you gave to their fathers. 35When
heaven is shutupand there is no rain, becauseof their sin against you; if they
makeprayerswith their faces turned to this place, honouringyournameand
turningaway from their sinwhenyou send trouble on them: 36Thengive ear
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in heaven, so that the sin of your servants, and of your people Israel, may
have forgiveness, when youmake clear to them the good way in which they
are to go; and send rain on your land which you have given to your people
for their heritage. 37 If there is no food in the land, or if there is disease, or if
the fruits of the earth are damaged through heat or water, locust or worm;
if their towns are shut in by their attackers; whatever trouble, whatever
disease there may be: 38Whatever prayer or request for your grace is made
by anyman, or by all your people Israel, whatever his troublemaybe,whose
hands are stretchedout to this house: 39Give ear inheavenyour living-place,
acting inmercy; and give to everymanwhose secret heart is open to you, the
reward of all his ways; for you, and you only, have knowledge of the hearts
of all the children of men: 40 So that they may give you worship all the days
of their life in the land which you gave to our fathers. 41And as for the man
from a strange land, who is not of your people Israel; when he comes from a
far country because of the glory of your name: 42 (For theywill have news of
your great name and your strong hand and your out-stretched arm;) when
he comes to make his prayer, turning to this house: 43 Give ear in heaven
your living-place, and give him his desire, whatever it may be; so that all the
peoples of the earthmay have knowledge of your name, worshipping you as
do your people Israel, and that theymay see that this housewhich I have put
up is truly named by your name. 44 If your people go out to war against their
attackers, bywhatever way youmay send them, if theymake their prayer to
the Lord, turning their faces to this town of yours and to this house which I
havemade for your name: 45Give ear in heaven to their prayer and their cry
for grace, and see right done to them. 46 If they dowrong against you, (for no
man is without sin,) and you are angry with them and give them up into the
power of those who are fighting against them, so that they take them away
as prisoners into a strange land, far off or near; 47And if they take thought,
in the land where they are prisoners, and are turned again to you, crying
out in prayer to you in that land, and saying, We are sinners, we have done
wrong, we have done evil; 48 And with all their heart and soul are turned
again to you, in the land of those who took them prisoners, and make their
prayer to you, turning their eyes to this landwhich you gave to their fathers,
and to the townwhich you took for yourself, and the housewhich Imade for
your name: 49 Then give ear to their prayer and to their cry in heaven your
living-place, and see right done to them; 50Answering with forgiveness the
people who have done wrong against you, and overlooking the evil which
they have done against you; let those who made them prisoners be moved
with pity for them, and have pity on them; 51 For they are your people and
your heritage, which you took out of Egypt, out of the iron fireplace; 52 Let
your eyes be open to your servant's prayer for grace and to the prayer of
your people Israel, hearing them when their cry comes to you. 53 For you
made them separate from all the peoples of the earth, to be your heritage, as
you said by Moses your servant, when you took our fathers out of Egypt, O
Lord God. 54Then Solomon, after making all these prayers and requests for
grace to theLord, gotup fromhiskneesbefore thealtarof theLord,wherehis
hands had been stretched out in prayer to heaven; 55And, getting on his feet,
he gave a blessing to all the men of Israel, saying with a loud voice, 56Praise
be to the Lord who has given rest to his people Israel, as he gave them his
word to do; every word of all his oath, which he gave by the hand of Moses
his servant, has come true. 57Nowmay theLordourGodbewithus ashewas
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with our fathers; let himnever go away fromus or give us up; 58Turning our
hearts to himself, guiding us to go in all his ways, to keep his orders and his
laws and his decisions, which he gave to our fathers. 59And may these my
words, the words of my prayer to the Lord, be before the Lord our God day
andnight, so thathemaysee rightdone tohis servantand tohispeople Israel,
daybydayaswehaveneed. 60So that all thepeoples of the earthmay see that
the Lord is God, and there is no other. 61Then let your hearts be without sin
before the Lord ourGod,walking in his laws andkeepinghis orders as at this
day. 62Now the king, and all Israel with him, were making offerings before
the Lord. 63And Solomon gave to the Lord for peace-offerings, twenty-two
thousand oxen and a hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and
all the children of Israel kept the feast of the opening of the Lord's house.
64 The same day the king made holy the middle of the open square in front
of the house of the Lord, offering there the burned offering and the meal
offering and the fat of the peace-offerings; for there was not room on the
brass altar of the Lord for the burned offerings and the meal offerings and
the fat of the peace-offerings. 65 So Solomon and all Israel with him, a very
great meeting, (for the people had come together from theway into Hamath
to the river of Egypt,) kept the feast at that time before the Lord our God, for
two weeks, even fourteen days. 66And on the eighth day he sent the people
away, and, blessing the king, they went to their tents full of joy and glad in
their hearts, because of all the good which the Lord had done to David his
servant and to Israel his people.

9
1 Now when Solomon came to the end of building the house of the Lord

and the king's house, and all Solomon's desires, which he had in mind were
effected; 2The Lord came to him again in a vision, as he had done at Gibeon;
3 And the Lord said to him, Your prayers and your requests for grace have
come to my ears: I have made holy this house which you have made, and I
have put my name there for ever; my eyes and my heart will be there at all
times. 4As for you, if youwill go on yourwaybeforeme, asDavid your father
did, uprightly and with a true heart, doing what I have given you orders to
do, keepingmy lawsandmydecisions; 5Then Iwillmake the seat of your rule
over Israel certain for ever, as I gave my word to David your father, saying,
You will never be without a man to be king in Israel. 6But if you are turned
frommyways, you or your children, and donot keepmyorders andmy laws
which I have put before you, but go and make yourselves servants to other
gods and give them worship: 7 Then I will have Israel cut off from the land
which I have given them; and this house, which I havemade holy formyself,
I will put away frombeforemy eyes; and Israelwill be a public example, and
a word of shame among all peoples. 8And this house will become a mass of
brokenwalls, and everyonewho goes bywill be overcomewithwonder at it
and make whistling sounds; and they will say, Why has the Lord done so to
this land and to this house? 9And their answer will be, Because they were
turned away from the Lord their God, who took their fathers out of the land
of Egypt; they took for themselves other gods and gave them worship and
became their servants: that is why the Lord has sent all this evil on them.
10 Now at the end of twenty years, in which time Solomon had put up the
two houses, the house of the Lord and the king's house, 11 (Hiram, king of
Tyre, had given Solomon cedar-trees and cypress-trees and gold, as much
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as he had need of,) King Solomon gave Hiram twenty towns in the land of
Galilee. 12But whenHiram came from Tyre to see the townswhich Solomon
had given him, he was not pleased with them. 13 And he said, What sort
of towns are these which you have given me, my brother? So they were
named the land of Cabul, to this day. 14And Hiram sent the king a hundred
and twenty talents of gold. 15Now, this was the way of Solomon's system of
forcedwork for the building of the Lord's house and of the king's house, and
the Millo and the wall of Jerusalem and Megiddo and Gezer. ... 16 Pharaoh,
king of Egypt, came and took Gezer, burning it down and putting to death
the Canaanites living in the town, and he gave it for a bride-offering to his
daughter, Solomon's wife. ... 17 ... and Solomon was the builder of Gezer
and Beth-horon the lower, 18 And Baalath and Tamar in the waste land, in
that land; 19And all the store-towns and the towns which Solomon had for
his war-carriages and for his horsemen, and everything which it was his
pleasure to put up in Jerusalem and in Lebanon and in all the land under
his rule. 20 As for the rest of the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites, who were not children of Israel; 21Their children
who were still in the land, and whom the children of Israel had not been
able to put to complete destruction, them did Solomon put to forced work,
to this day. 22But Solomon did not put the children of Israel to forced work;
they were themen of war, his servants, his captains, and his chiefs, captains
of his war-carriages and of his horsemen. 23 These were the chiefs of the
overseers of Solomon's work, five hundred and fifty, in authority over the
people who did the work. 24At that time Solomonmade Pharaoh's daughter
come up from the town of David to the house which he had made for her:
then he made the Millo. 25 Three times in the year it was Solomon's way to
give burned offerings and peace-offerings on the altar he had made to the
Lord, causing his fire-offering to go up on the altar before the Lord. 26And
King Solomonmade a sea-force of ships in Ezion-geber, by Eloth, on the Red
Sea, in the land of Edom. 27Hiram sent his servants, who were experienced
seamen, in the sea-force with Solomon's men. 28 And they came to Ophir,
where they got four hundred and twenty talents of gold, and took it back to
King Solomon.

10
1Now the queen of Sheba, hearing great things of Solomon, came to put

his wisdom to the test with hard questions. 2 And she came to Jerusalem
with a very great train, with camels weighted down with spices, and stores
of gold and jewels: and when she came to Solomon she had talk with him of
everything inhermind. 3AndSolomongaveheranswers toallherquestions;
therewas no secret which the king did notmake clear to her. 4Andwhen the
queen of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon, and the house which
he had made, 5 And the food at his table, and all his servants seated there,
and those who were waiting on him in their places, and their robes, and his
wine-servants, and the burned offerings which he made in the house of the
Lord, therewas nomore spirit in her. 6And she said to the king, The account
which was given to me in my country of your acts and your wisdom was
true. 7But I had no faith in what was said about you, till I came and saw for
myself; and now I see that it was not half the story; your wisdom and your
wealth are much greater than they said. 8Happy are your wives, happy are
these your servants whose place is ever before you, hearing your words of
wisdom. 9May the Lord your God be praised, whose pleasure it was to put
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you on the seat of the kingdom of Israel; because the Lord's love for Israel is
eternal, he hasmade you king, to be their judge in righteousness. 10And she
gave thekingahundredand twenty talents of gold, andagreat storeof spices
and jewels: never again was such a wealth of spices seen as that which the
queenofShebagaveKingSolomon. 11And the sea-forceofHiram, inaddition
to gold from Ophir, came back with much sandal-wood and jewels. 12 And
fromthe sandal-wood thekingmadepillars for thehouseof theLord, and for
the king's house, and instruments of music for the makers of melody: never
has such sandal-wood been seen to this day. 13And King Solomon gave the
queen of Sheba all her desire, whatever she made request for, in addition to
what he gave her freely from the impulse of his heart. So she went back to
her country, she and her servants. 14Now the weight of gold which came to
Solomon in one year was six hundred and sixty-six talents; 15 In addition to
what came to him from the business of the traders, and from all the kings
of the Arabians, and from the rulers of the country. 16 And Solomon made
two hundred body-covers of hammered gold, every one having six hundred
shekels of gold in it. 17And he made three hundred smaller body-covers of
hammered gold, with three pounds of gold in every cover: and the king put
them in the house of the Woods of Lebanon. 18 Then the king made a great
ivory seat, platedwith thebest gold. 19Therewere six steps goingup to it, and
the top of it was round at the back, there were arms on the two sides of the
seat, and two lions by the side of the arms; 20And twelve lions were placed
on the one side and on the other side on the six steps: there was nothing like
it in any kingdom. 21And all King Solomon's drinking-vessels were of gold,
and all the vessels of the house of the Woods of Lebanon were of the best
gold; not one was of silver, for no one gave a thought to silver in the days
of King Solomon. 22 For the king had Tarshish-ships at sea with the ships of
Hiram; once every three years the Tarshish-ships came with gold and silver
and ivoryandmonkeys andpeacocks. 23AndKingSolomonwasgreater than
all the kings of the earth in wealth and in wisdom. 24And from all over the
earth they came to see Solomonand to give ear tohiswisdom,whichGodhad
put in his heart. 25And everyone took with him an offering, vessels of silver
and vessels of gold, and robes, and coats of metal, and spices, and horses,
and beasts of transport, regularly year by year. 26And Solomon got together
war-carriages and horsemen; he had one thousand, four hundred carriages
and twelve thousand horsemen, whom he kept, some in the carriage-towns
and somewith the king at Jerusalem. 27And the kingmade silver as common
as stones in Jerusalem and cedars like the sycamore-trees of the lowlands in
number. 28And Solomon's horses came from Egypt and from Kue; the king's
traders got them at a price from Kue. 29 A war-carriage might be got from
Egypt for six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse for a hundred and fifty;
they got themat the same rate for all the kings of theHittites and the kings of
Aram.

11
1Now a number of strange womenwere loved by Solomon, women of the

Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites: 2 The nations of
which the Lord had said to the children of Israel, You are not to take wives
from them and they are not to take wives from you; or they will certainly
make you go after their gods: to these Solomon was united in love. 3He had
seven hundred wives, daughters of kings, and three hundred other wives;
and through his wives his heart was turned away. 4 For it came about that



1 Kings 11:5 355 1 Kings 11:29

when Solomon was old, his heart was turned away to other gods by his
wives; and his heart was no longer true to the Lord his God as the heart of
his father David had been. 5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth, the goddess
of the Zidonians, and Milcom, the disgusting god of the Ammonites. 6 And
Solomon did evil in the eyes of the Lord, not walking in the Lord's wayswith
all his heart as David his father did. 7 Then Solomon put up a high place
for Chemosh, the disgusting god ofMoab, in themountain before Jerusalem,
and for Molech, the disgusting god worshipped by the children of Ammon.
8And so he did for all his strange wives, who made offerings with burning
of perfumes to their gods. 9And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because
his heart was turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had twice
come to him in a vision; 10And had given him orders about this very thing,
that he was not to go after other gods; but he did not keep the orders of
the Lord. 11 So the Lord said to Solomon, Because you have done this, and
have not kept my agreement and my laws, which I gave you, I will take the
kingdomaway from you by force andwill give it to your servant. 12 I will not
do it in your life-time, because of your father David, but I will take it from
your son. 13 Still I will not take all the kingdom from him; but I will give one
tribe to your son, because of my servant David, and because of Jerusalem,
the town of my selection. 14 So the Lord sent Hadad the Edomite to make
trouble for Solomon: he was of the king's seed in Edom. 15And when David
had sent destruction on Edom, and Joab, the captain of the army, had gone
to put the dead into the earth, and had put to death every male in Edom;
16 (For Joab and all Israel were there six months till everymale in Edom had
been cut off;) 17Hadad, being still a young boy, went in flight to Egypt, with
certain Edomites, servants of his father; 18 And they went on from Midian
and came to Paran; and, taking men from Paran with them, they came to
Egypt, to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who gave him a house and gave orders for
his food and gave him land. 19 Now Hadad was very pleasing to Pharaoh,
so that he gave him the sister of his wife, Tahpenes the queen, for his wife.
20And the sister of Tahpenes had a son by him, Genubath, whom Tahpenes
took care of in Pharaoh's house; andGenubathwas living in Pharaoh's house
among Pharaoh's sons. 21Now when Hadad had news in Egypt that David
had been put to rest with his fathers, and that Joab, the captain of the army,
was dead, he said to Pharaoh, Send me back to my country. 22 But Pharaoh
said to him,What have you been short of while you have beenwithme, that
you are desiring to go back to your country? And he said, Nothing; but even
so, send me back. 23 And God sent another trouble-maker, Rezon, the son
of Eliada, who had gone in flight from his lord, Hadadezer, king of Zobah:
24He got somemen together andmade himself captain of a band of outlaws;
and went to Damascus and became king there. 25He was a trouble to Israel
all through the days of Solomon. And this is the damage Hadad did: he was
cruel to Israel while he was ruler over Edom. 26 And there was Jeroboam,
the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite from Zeredah, a servant of Solomon, whose
mother was Zeruah, a widow; and his hand was lifted up against the king.
27 The way in which his hand came to be lifted up against the king was this:
Solomon was building the Millo and making good the damaged parts of the
town of his father David; 28And Jeroboamwas an able and responsibleman;
and Solomon saw that he was a good worker and made him overseer of all
theworkgiven to the sonsof Joseph. 29Nowat that time,when Jeroboamwas
going out of Jerusalem, the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite came across him on
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the road; now Ahijah had put on a new robe; and the two of them were by
themselves in theopencountry. 30AndAhijah tookhisnewrobe inhishands,
parting it violently into twelve. 31And he said to Jeroboam, Take ten of the
parts, for this is what the Lord has said: See, I will take the kingdom away
fromSolomonby force, andwill give ten tribes toyou; 32 (But one tribewill be
his, because ofmy servant David, and because of Jerusalem, the townwhich,
out of all the tribes of Israel, I have made mine,) 33Because they are turned
away fromme to theworship of Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Zidonians, and
Chemosh, the godofMoab, andMilcom, the godof theAmmonites; theyhave
not been walking in my ways or doing what is right in my eyes or keeping
my laws and my decisions as his father David did. 34 But I will not take the
kingdom from him; I will let him be king all the days of his life, because of
Davidmy servant, inwhom I took delight because he keptmy orders andmy
laws. 35 But I will take the kingdom from his son, and give it to you. 36And
one tribe I will give to his son, so that David my servant may have a light for
ever burning before me in Jerusalem, the town which I have made mine to
put my name there. 37And you I will take, and you will be king over Israel,
ruling overwhatever is the desire of your soul. 38And if you give attention to
the orders I give you, walking inmyways and doingwhat is right inmy eyes
and keeping my laws and my orders as David my servant did; then I will be
with you, building up for you a safe house, as I did for David, and I will give
Israel to you. 39 (So that I may send trouble for this on the seed of David, but
not for ever.) 40 And Solomon was looking for a chance to put Jeroboam to
death; but he went in flight to Egypt, to Shishak, king of Egypt, and was in
Egypt till the death of Solomon. 41Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, and
all he did, and his wisdom, are they not recorded in the book of the acts of
Solomon? 42And the time Solomonwas king in Jerusalem over all Israel was
forty years. 43And Solomon went to rest with his fathers, and was put into
the earth in the town of David his father: and Solomon went to rest with his
fathers and Rehoboam his son became king in his place.

12
1And Rehoboam went to Shechem, where all Israel had come together to

makehimking, 2And, hearing of it, Jeroboam, the son ofNebat, whowas still
in Egypt, where he had gone in flight from Solomon, and was living there,
came back to his town Zeredah, in the hill-country of Ephraim; 3And all the
menof Israel came toRehoboamandsaid, 4Your fatherputahardyokeonus:
if you will make the conditions under which your father kept us down less
cruel, and theweight of the yoke he put on us less hard, thenwewill be your
servants. 5Andhesaid to them,Goaway for threedaysand thencomeback to
me again. So the people went away. 6Then King Rehoboam took the opinion
of the old men who had been with Solomon his father when he was living,
and said, In your opinion,what answer am I to give to this people? 7And they
said to him, If you will be a servant to this people today, caring for them and
giving themagentle answer, then theywill be your servants for ever. 8But he
gave no attention to the opinion of the old men, and went to the young men
of his generation who were waiting before him: 9And said to them, What is
your opinion? What answer are we to give to this people who have said to
me, Make less the weight of the yoke which your father put on us? 10 And
the youngmen of his generation said to him, This is the answer to give to the
people who came to you saying, Your father put a hard yoke on us; will you
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make it less? say to them, My little finger is thicker than my father's body;
11 If my father put a hard yoke on you, I will make it harder: my father gave
you punishment with whips, but I will give you blows with snakes. 12 So all
the people came to Rehoboam on the third day, as the king had given orders,
saying, Come back to me the third day. 13 And the king gave them a rough
answer, giving no attention to the suggestion of the old men; 14 But giving
them the answer put forward by the young men, saying, My father made
your yoke hard, but I will make it harder; my father gave you punishment
with whips, but I will give it with snakes. 15 So the king did not give ear to
the people; and this came about by the purpose of the Lord, so that what he
had said byAhijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam, sonofNebat,might be effected.
16Andwhen all Israel saw that the king would give no attention to them, the
people in answer said to the king, What part have we in David? what is our
heritage in the son of Jesse? to your tents, O Israel; now see to your people,
David. So Israel went away to their tents. 17 (But Rehoboam was still king
over those of the children of Israel who were living in the towns of Judah.)
18ThenKing Rehoboamsent Adoniram, the overseer of the forcedwork; and
he was stoned to death by all Israel. And King Rehoboam went quickly and
got into his carriage to go in flight to Jerusalem. 19So Israel was turned away
from the family of David to this day. 20Now when all Israel had news that
Jeroboam had come back, they sent for him to come before the meeting of
the people, and made him king over Israel: not one of them was joined to
the family of David but only the tribe of Judah. 21When Rehoboam came to
Jerusalem, he got together all the men of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin, a
hundred and eighty thousand of his best fighting-men, to make war against
Israel andget thekingdomback forRehoboam, the sonof Solomon. 22But the
word of God came to Shemaiah, theman of God, saying, 23Say to Rehoboam,
the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all themen of Judah and Benjamin
and the rest of the people: 24 The Lord has said, You are not to go to war
against yourbrothers, the childrenof Israel; goback, everyman tohis house,
because this thing is my purpose. So they gave ear to the word of the Lord,
and went back, as the Lord had said. 25 Then Jeroboam made the town of
Shechem in the hill-country of Ephraim a strong place, andwas living there;
and from there he went out and did the same to Penuel. 26 And Jeroboam
said in his heart, Now the kingdom will go back to the family of David: 27 If
thepeople goup tomakeofferings in thehouseof theLordat Jerusalem, their
heartwill be turnedagain to their lord, toRehoboam, king of Judah; and they
will put me to death and go back to Rehoboam, king of Judah. 28 So after
taking thought the king made two oxen of gold; and he said to the people,
You have been going up to Jerusalem long enough; see! these are your gods,
O Israel, who took you out of the land of Egypt. 29 And he put one in Beth-
el and the other in Dan. 30 And this became a sin in Israel; for the people
went to give worship to the one at Beth-el, and to the other at Dan. 31And he
made places for worship at the high places, andmade priests, whowere not
Levites, from among all the people. 32And Jeroboam gave orders for a feast
in the eighthmonth, on the fifteenth day of themonth, like the feast which is
kept in Judah, andhewent up to the altar. And in the sameway, in Beth-el, he
gave offerings to the oxen which he hadmade, placing in Beth-el the priests
of the high places he had made. 33He went up to the altar he had made in
Beth-el on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, the month fixed by him at
his pleasure; and he gave orders for a feast for the people of Israel, andwent
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up to the altar, and there hemade the smoke of his offerings go up.

13
1 Then a man of God came from Judah by the order of the Lord to Beth-

el, where Jeroboam was by the altar, burning offerings. 2And by the order
of the Lord he made an outcry against the altar, saying, O altar, altar, the
Lord has said, From the seed of David will come a child, named Josiah, and
on you he will put to death the priests of the high places, who are burning
offerings on you, andmen's bones will be burned on you. 3The same day he
gave them a sign, saying, This is the sign which the Lord has given: See, the
altar will be broken and the burnedwaste on it overturned. 4Then the king,
hearing the man of God crying out against the altar at Beth-el, put out his
hand from the altar, saying, Take him prisoner. And his hand, stretched out
against him, became dead, and he had no power of pulling it back. 5And the
altar was broken and the burned waste on it overturned; this was the sign
which the man of God had given by the word of the Lord. 6 Then the king
made answer and said to the man of God, Make a prayer now for the grace
of the Lord your God, and for me, that my hand may be made well. And in
answer to theprayer of themanofGod, the king's handwasmadewell again,
as it was before. 7And the king said to the man of God, Come with me to my
house for food and rest, and I will give you a reward. 8 But the man of God
said to the king, Even if you gave me half of all you have, I would not go in
with you, and I would not take food or a drink of water in this place; 9 For
so I was ordered by the word of the Lord, who said, You are not to take food
or a drink of water, and you are not to go back the way you came. 10 So he
went another way, and not by the way he came to Beth-el. 11Now there was
an old prophet living in Beth-el; and one of his sons cameand gave himword
of all theman of God had done that day in Beth-el, and they gave their father
an account of the words he had said to the king. 12 Then their father said to
them, Which way did he go? Now his sons had seen which way the man of
Godwho came from Judah had gone. 13So the prophet said to his sons, Make
ready an ass forme. So theymade an ass ready, and he got on it, 14Andwent
after the man of God, and came up with him while he was seated under an
oak-tree. And he said to him, Are you theman of Godwho came from Judah?
Andhe said, I am. 15Thenhe said tohim, Comeback to thehousewithmeand
have ameal. 16But he said, Imay not go backwith you or go into your house;
and I will not take food or a drink of water with you in this place; 17 For the
Lord said to me, You are not to take food or water there, or go back again by
the way you came. 18 Then he said to him, I am a prophet like you; and an
angel said to me by the word of the Lord, Take him back with you and give
him food and water. But he said false words to him. 19 So he went back with
him, andhad ameal in his house and a drink ofwater. 20Butwhile theywere
seated at the table, the word of the Lord came to the prophet who had taken
himback; 21And crying out to themanof Godwho came from Judah, he said,
TheLord says, Because youhave goneagainst the voice of theLord, andhave
not done as you were ordered by the Lord, 22But have come back, and have
taken food and water in this place where he said you were to take no food
or water; your dead body will not be put to rest with your fathers. 23Now
after the meal he made ready the ass for him, for the prophet whom he had
taken back. 24And he went on his way; but on the road a lion came rushing
at him and put him to death; and his dead body was stretched in the road
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with the ass by its side, and the lionwas there by the body. 25And somemen,
going by, saw the body stretched out in the roadwith the lion by its side; and
they came and gave news of it in the townwhere the old prophet was living.
26 Then the prophet who had made him come back, hearing it, said, It is the
man of God, whowent against theword of the Lord; that is why the Lord has
given him to the lion to bewounded to death, as the Lord said. 27And he said
to his sons, Make ready the ass for me. And they did so. 28And he went and
saw the dead body stretched out in the road with the ass and the lion by its
side: the lion had not taken the body for its food or done any damage to the
ass. 29 Then the prophet took up the body of the man of God and put it on
the ass and took it back; and he came to the town to put the body to rest with
weeping. 30And he put the body in the resting-placemade ready for himself,
weeping and sorrowing over it, saying, O my brother! 31And when he had
put it to rest, he said tohis sons,When I amdead, thenyouare to putmybody
into the earth with the body of this man of God, and put me by his bones so
that my bonesmay be kept safe with his bones. 32For the outcry hemade by
theword of the Lord against the altar in Beth-el and against all the houses of
the high places in the towns of Samaria, will certainly come about. 33After
this Jeroboam, not turning back from his evil ways, still made priests for his
altars from among all the people; he made a priest of anyone desiring it, so
that theremight be priests of the high places. 34And this became a sin in the
family of Jeroboam, causing it to be cut off and sent to destruction from the
face of the earth.

14
1At that time Abijah, the son of Jeroboam, became ill. 2And Jeroboam said

to his wife, Now come, put on different clothing so that youmay not seem to
be the wife of Jeroboam, and go to Shiloh; see, Ahijah is there, the prophet
who said I would be king over this people. 3And take with you ten cakes of
bread and dry cakes and a pot of honey, and go to him: hewill give youword
of what is to become of the child. 4So Jeroboam's wife did so, and got up and
went to Shiloh and came to the house of Ahijah. Now Ahijah was unable to
see, because he was very old. 5 And the Lord had said to Ahijah, The wife
of Jeroboam is coming to get news from you about her son, who is ill; give
her such and such an answer; for she will make herself seem to be another
woman. 6 Then Ahijah, hearing the sound of her footsteps coming in at the
door, said, Come in, O wife of Jeroboam; why do you make yourself seem
like another? for I am sent to you with bitter news. 7 Go, say to Jeroboam,
These are the words of the Lord, the God of Israel: Though I took you from
among the people, lifting you up to be a ruler over my people Israel, 8 And
took the kingdom away by force from the seed of David and gave it to you,
you have not been likemy servant David, who kept my orders, andwas true
to me with all his heart, doing only what was right in my eyes. 9 But you
have done evil more than any before you, and havemade for yourself other
gods, and images of metal, moving me to wrath, and turning your back on
me. 10 So I will send evil on the line of Jeroboam, cutting off from his family
every male child, those who are shut up and those who go free in Israel; the
family of Jeroboam will be brushed away like a man brushing away waste
till it is all gone. 11 Those of the family of Jeroboam who come to death in
the town, will become food for the dogs; and those onwhom death comes in
the open country, will be food for the birds of the air; for the Lord has said it.
12Up, then! go back to your house; and in the hourwhen your feet go into the
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town, the death of the child will take place. 13And all Israel will put his body
to rest, weeping over him, because he only of the family of Jeroboamwill be
put intohis resting-place in theearth; forof all the familyof Jeroboam, inhim
only has the Lord, the God of Israel, seen some good. 14And the Lordwill put
up a king over Israel who will send destruction on the family of Jeroboam
in that day; 15And even now the hand of the Lord has come down on Israel,
shaking it like a river-grass in thewater; and, uprooting Israel from this good
land, which he gave to their fathers, he will send them this way and that on
the other side of the River; because they have made for themselves images,
moving the Lord to wrath. 16And he will give Israel up because of the sins
which Jeroboam has done and made Israel do. 17 Then Jeroboam's wife got
up and went away and came to Tirzah; and when she came to the doorway
of the house, death came to the child. 18 And all Israel put his body to rest,
weeping over him, as the Lord had said by his servant Ahijah the prophet.
19Nowthe rest of theacts of Jeroboam,howhemadewarandhowhebecame
king, are recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel. 20 And
Jeroboamwasking for twenty-twoyears, andwasput to restwithhis fathers,
and Nadab his son became king in his place. 21 And Rehoboam, the son of
Solomon, was king in Judah. Rehoboam was forty-one years old when he
became king, and he was king for seventeen years in Jerusalem, the town
which the Lord had made his out of all the tribes of Israel, to put his name
there; his mother's name was Naamah, an Ammonite woman. 22And Judah
did evil in the eyes of the Lord, andmade himmore angry than their fathers
had done by their sins. 23For they made high places and upright stones and
woodpillars on every highhill andunder every green tree; 24Andmore than
this, there were those in the land who were used for sex purposes in the
worship of the gods, doing the same disgusting crimes as the nations which
the Lord had sent out before the children of Israel. 25Now in the fifth year of
King Rehoboam, Shishak, king of Egypt, came up against Jerusalem; 26And
took away all the stored wealth from the house of the Lord, and from the
king's house, and all the gold body-coverswhich Solomon hadmade. 27So in
their place King Rehoboam had other body-covers made of brass, and gave
them into the care of the captains of the armed men who were stationed at
the door of the king's house. 28And whenever the king went into the house
of the Lord, the armedmenwent with him taking the body-covers, and then
took themback to their room. 29Nowthe rest of theacts ofRehoboam, andall
he did, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah?
30And therewaswarbetweenRehoboamand Jeroboamall theirdays. 31And
Rehoboamwent to rest with his fathers, and was put into the earth with his
fathers in the town of David; his mother's namewas Naamah, an Ammonite
woman. And Abijam his son became king in his place.

15
1Now in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, Abijam

became king over Judah. 2 For three years he was king in Jerusalem: and
his mother's name was Maacah, the daughter of Abishalom. 3 And he did
the same sins which his father had done before him: his heart was not
completely true to the Lord his God, like the heart of David his father. 4But
because of David, the Lord gave him a light in Jerusalem, making his sons
king after him, so that Jerusalem might be safe; 5 Because David did what
was right in the eyes of the Lord, and never in all his life went against his
orders, but only in the question of Uriah the Hittite. 6 ... 7 Now the rest
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of the acts of Abijam, and all he did, are they not recorded in the book of
the history of the kings of Judah? And there was war between Abijam and
Jeroboam. 8ThenAbijamwent to rest with his fathers, and they put him into
the earth in the town of David: and Asa his son became king in his place.
9 In the twentieth year that Jeroboam was king of Israel, Asa became king
over Judah. 10Andhewas king for forty-one years in Jerusalem; hismother's
name was Maacah, the daughter of Abishalom. 11Asa did what was right in
the eyes of the Lord, as David his father did. 12 Those used for sex purposes
in the worship of the gods he sent out of the country, and he took away all
the images which his fathers had made. 13And he would not let Maacah his
motherbequeen, because shehadmadeadisgusting image forAsherah; and
Asa had the image cut down and burned by the stream Kidron. 14 The high
places, however, were not taken away: but still the heart of Asa was true
to the Lord all his life. 15He took into the house of the Lord all the things
which his father hadmade holy, and those which he himself hadmade holy,
silver and gold and vessels. 16Now there was war between Asa and Baasha,
king of Israel, all their days. 17 And Baasha, king of Israel, went up against
Judah, building Ramah, so that no one was able to go out or in to Asa, king
of Judah. 18 Then Asa took all the silver and gold which was still stored in
the Lord's house, and in the king's house, and sent them, in the care of his
servants, to Ben-hadad, son of Tabrimmon, son of Rezon, king of Aram, at
Damascus, saying, 19Let therebeanagreementbetweenmeandyouas there
was between my father and your father: see, I have sent you an offering of
silver and gold; go and put an end to your agreement with Baasha, king of
Israel, so that he may give up attacking me. 20 So Ben-hadad did as King Asa
said, and sent the captains of his armies against the towns of Israel, attacking
Ijon andDan andAbel-beth-maacah, and all Chinneroth as far as all the land
of Naphtali. 21And Baasha, hearing of it, put a stop to the building of Ramah,
and was living in Tirzah. 22 Then King Asa got all Judah together, making
every man come; and they took away the stones and the wood with which
Baasha was building Ramah, and King Asa made use of them for building
Geba in the land of Benjamin, andMizpah. 23Now the rest of the acts of Asa,
and his power, and all he did, and the towns of which hewas the builder, are
they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah? But when
hewas old he had a disease of the feet. 24So Asawent to rest with his fathers
and was put into the earth in the town of David his father: and Jehoshaphat
his son became king in his place. 25 Nadab, the son of Jeroboam, became
king over Israel in the second year that Asa was king of Judah; and he was
king of Israel for two years. 26He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, copying the
evil ways of his father, and the sin which he did and made Israel do. 27And
Baasha, the son of Ahijah, of the family of Issachar, made a secret design
against him, attacking himat Gibbethon, a town of the Philistines; for Nadab
and the armies of Israel weremaking war on Gibbethon. 28 In the third year
of the rule of Asa, king of Judah, Baasha put him to death, and became king
in his place. 29And straight away when he became king, he sent destruction
on all the offspring of Jeroboam; there was not one living person of all the
family of Jeroboam whom he did not put to death, so the word of the Lord,
which he said by his servant Ahijah the Shilonite, came about; 30Because of
the sinswhich Jeroboamdid andmade Israel do,moving theLord, theGodof
Israel, to wrath. 31Now the rest of the acts of Nadab, and all he did, are they
not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel? 32 And there
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waswar betweenAsa andBaasha, king of Israel, all their days. 33 In the third
year of the rule of Asa, king of Judah, Baasha, the son of Ahijah, became king
over all Israel in Tirzah, andwas king for twenty-four years. 34He did evil in
the eyes of the Lord, copying the evil ways of Jeroboam and the sinwhich he
made Israel do.

16
1And theword of the Lord came to Jehu, son of Hanani, protesting against

Baasha and saying, 2 Because I took you up out of the dust, and made you
ruler overmypeople Israel; and youhave gone in theways of Jeroboam, and
mademypeople Israel doevil,movingme towrathby their sins; 3Truly, Iwill
see that Baasha and all his family are completely brushed away; I will make
your family like the family of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat. 4 Anyone of the
family of Baasha who comes to death in the town, will become food for the
dogs; and he to whom death comes in the open country, will be food for the
birds of the air. 5Now the rest of the acts of Baasha, and what he did, and
his power, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of
Israel? 6And Baashawent to rest with his fathers, andwas put into the earth
at Tirzah; and Elah his son became king in his place. 7And the Lord sent his
wordagainstBaashaandhis familyby themouthof theprophet Jehu, the son
ofHanani, because of all the evil hedid in the eyes of theLord,movinghim to
wrath by the work of his hands, because he was like the family of Jeroboam,
and because he put it to death. 8 In the twenty-sixth year that Asawas king of
Judah, Elah, the son of Baasha, became king of Israel in Tirzah, and he was
king for two years. 9Andhis servant Zimri, captain of half hiswar-carriages,
made secret designs against him: nowhewas in Tirzah, drinking hard in the
house of Arza, controller of the king's house in Tirzah. 10 And Zimri went
in and made an attack on him and put him to death, in the twenty-seventh
year that Asa was king of Judah, and made himself king in his place. 11And
straight away when he became king and took his place on the seat of the
kingdom, he put to death all the family of Baasha: not one male child of his
relations or his friends kept his life. 12 So Zimri put to death all the family
of Baasha, so that the word which the Lord said against him by the mouth
of Jehu the prophet came about; 13Because of all the sins of Baasha, and the
sins of Elah his son, which they did andmade Israel do,moving the Lord, the
God of Israel, towrath by their foolish acts. 14Now the rest of the acts of Elah,
and all he did, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings
of Israel? 15 In the twenty-seventh year of Asa, king of Judah, Zimri was king
for seven days in Tirzah. Now the people were attacking Gibbethon in the
land of the Philistines. 16Andnews came to the people in the tents that Zimri
had made a secret design and had put the king to death: so all Israel made
Omri, the captain of the army, king that day in the tents. 17Then Omri went
up from Gibbethon, with all the army of Israel, and they made an attack on
Tirzah, shutting in the town on every side. 18And when Zimri saw that the
townwas taken, hewent into the inner roomof theking'shouse, andburning
the house over his head, came to his end, 19Because of his sin in doing evil in
the eyes of the Lord, in going in the way of Jeroboam and in his sin which he
made Israel do. 20Now the rest of the acts of Zimri, and the secret design he
made, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel?
21Then therewas a division among the people of Israel; half the peoplewere
formaking Tibni, son of Ginath, king, and half were supporting Omri. 22But



1 Kings 16:23 363 1 Kings 17:14

the supportersofOmriovercame thosewhowereon the sideofTibni, the son
of Ginath; and death came to Tibni and to his brother Joramat that time: and
Omri became king in the place of Tibni. 23 In the thirty-first year of Asa, king
of Judah, Omri became king over Israel, and he was king for twelve years;
for six years he was ruling in Tirzah. 24He got the hill Samaria from Shemer
for the price of two talents of silver, and he made a town there, building it
on the hill and naming it Samaria, after Shemer the owner of the hill. 25And
Omri did evil in the eyes of the Lord, even worse than all those before him,
26Copying all the evil ways of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, and all the sins he
did andmade Israel do, moving the Lord, the God of Israel, to wrath by their
foolishways. 27Now the rest of the actswhichOmri did, and his great power,
are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel? 28 So
Omriwent to restwithhis fathers, andwasput into the earth inSamaria; and
Ahab his son became king in his place. 29 In the thirty-eighth year that Asa
was king of Judah, Ahab, the son of Omri, became king over Israel; and Ahab
was king in Samaria for twenty-two years. 30And Ahab, the son of Omri, did
evil in the eyes of the Lord, evenworse than all whowent before him. 31And
as if copying the evil ways of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, was a small thing
for him, he took as his wife Jezebel, daughter of Ethbaal, king of Zidon, and
became a servant andworshipper of Baal. 32And he put up an altar for Baal
in the house of Baal which he had made in Samaria. 33And Ahab made an
imageofAsherahanddidmore thanall thekingsof Israelbeforehimtomake
the Lord, the God of Israel, angry. 34 In his days Hiel made Jericho; he put its
base in position at the price of Abiram, his oldest son, and he put its doors
in place at the price of his youngest son Segub; even as the Lord had said by
Joshua, the son of Nun.

17
1 And Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, By the living

Lord, the God of Israel, whose servant I am, there will be no dew or rain
in these years, but only at my word. 2 Then the word of the Lord came to
him, saying, 3Go fromhere in the direction of the east, and keep yourself in a
secret place by the stream Cherith, east of Jordan. 4The water of the stream
will be your drink, and bymy orders the ravenswill give you food there. 5So
hewent and did as the Lord said, living by the streamCherith, east of Jordan.
6 And the ravens took him bread in the morning and meat in the evening;
and the water of the stream was his drink. 7 Now after a time the stream
became dry, because there was no rain in the land. 8 Then the word of the
Lord came to him, saying, 9 Up! go now to Zarephath, in Zidon, and make
your living-place there; I have given orders to a widow woman there to see
that youhave food. 10Sohe got upandwent to Zarephath; andwhenhe came
to the door of the town, he saw a widowwoman getting sticks together; and
crying out to her he said, Will you give me a little water in a vessel for my
drink? 11Andwhen she was going to get it, he said to her, And get me with it
a small bit of bread. 12Then she said, By the life of the Lord your God, I have
nothing but a little meal in my store, and a drop of oil in the bottle; and now
I am getting two sticks together so that I may go in andmake it ready for me
andmy son, so that wemay have ameal before our death. 13And Elijah said
to her, Have no fear; go and do as you have said, but first make me a little
cake of it and come and give it to me, and thenmake something for yourself
andyour son. 14For this is thewordof theLord, theGodof Israel: The storeof
meal will not come to an end, and the bottle will never bewithout oil, till the
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day when the Lord sends rain on the earth. 15 So she went and did as Elijah
said; and she and he and her family had food for a long time. 16 The store
of meal did not come to an end, and the bottle was never without oil, as the
Lord had said by themouth of Elijah. 17Nowafter this, the son of thewoman
of the house became ill, so ill that therewas no breath in him. 18And she said
to Elijah, What have I to do with you, O man of God? have you come to put
God inmind ofmy sin, and to putmy son to death? 19Andhe said to her, Give
your son to me. And lifting him out of her arms, he took him up to his room
and put him down on his bed. 20And crying to the Lord he said, O Lord my
God, have you sent evil even on the widowwhose guest I am, by causing her
son's death? 21And stretching herself out on the child three times, he made
his prayer to the Lord, saying, O Lord my God, be pleased to let this child's
life come back to him again. 22And the Lord gave ear to the voice of Elijah,
and the child's spirit came into him again, and he came back to life. 23And
Elijah took the child down from his room into the house and gave him to his
mother and said to her, See, your son is living. 24 Then the woman said to
Elijah, Now I am certain that you are a man of God, and that the word of the
Lord in yourmouth is true.

18
1Now after a long time, the word of the Lord came to Elijah, in the third

year, saying, Go and let Ahab see you, so that I may send rain on the earth.
2 So Elijah went to let Ahab see him. Now there was no food to be had in
Samaria. 3 And Ahab sent for Obadiah, the controller of the king's house.
(NowObadiahhad the fearof theLordbeforehimgreatly; 4Forwhen Jezebel
was cutting off the prophets of the Lord, Obadiah took a hundred of them,
and kept them secretly in a hole in the rock, fifty at a time, and gave them
bread andwater.) 5AndAhab said toObadiah, Come, let us go through all the
country, to all the fountains ofwater and all the rivers, and see if there is any
grass tobehad for thehorses and the transport beasts, so thatwemaybeable
to keep some of the beasts from destruction. 6 So they went through all the
country, covering it between them; Ahab went in one direction by himself,
and Obadiah went in another by himself. 7 And while Obadiah was on his
way, he came face to face with Elijah; and seeing who it was, he went down
on his face and said, Is it you, my lord Elijah? 8And Elijah in answer said, It
is I; now go and say to your lord, Elijah is here. 9And he said,What sin have I
done, that youwould give up your servant into the hand of Ahab, and be the
cause ofmy death? 10By the life of the Lord your God, there is not a nation or
kingdomwheremy lordhasnot sent in searchof you; andwhen they said,He
isnothere; hemade themtakeanoath that theyhadnot seenyou. 11Andnow
you say, Go, say to your lord, Elijah is here. 12And straight away, when I have
gone fromyou, the spirit of theLordwill takeyouaway, I haveno ideawhere,
so that when I come and give word to Ahab, and he sees you not, he will put
me todeath: though I, your servant, havebeenaworshipperof theLord from
my earliest years. 13Has my lord not had word of what I did when Jezebel
was putting the Lord's prophets to death? how I kept a hundred of them in a
secret hole in the rock, fifty at a time, and gave thembreadandwater? 14And
now you say, Go and say to your Lord, Elijah is here; and he will put me to
death. 15AndElijah said, By the life of theLordof armies,whose servant I am,
Iwill certainly lethimseemetoday. 16SoObadiahwent toAhabandgavehim
the news; and Ahabwent to see Elijah. 17Andwhen he saw Elijah, Ahab said



1 Kings 18:18 365 1 Kings 18:41

to him, Is it you, you troubler of Israel? 18Then he said in answer, I have not
been troubling Israel, but you and your family; because, turning away from
the orders of the Lord, you have gone after the Baals. 19Now send, and get
Israel together before me at Mount Carmel, with the four hundred and fifty
prophets of Baal who get their food at Jezebel's table. 20 So Ahab sent for all
the children of Israel, and got the prophets together atMount Carmel. 21And
Elijahcamenear toall thepeopleandsaid,Howlongwill yougoonbalancing
between two opinions? if the Lord is God, then give worship to him; but if
Baal, giveworship to him. And the people said not aword in answer. 22Then
Elijah said to the people, I, even I, am the only living prophet of the Lord; but
Baal's prophets are four hundred and fiftymen. 23Now, let them give us two
oxen; and let them take one for themselves, and have it cut up, and put it on
the wood, but put no fire under it; I will get the other ox ready, and put it on
the wood, and put no fire under it. 24And do you make prayers to your god,
and I will make a prayer to the Lord: and it will be clear that the one who
gives an answer by fire is God. And all the people in answer said, It is well
said. 25 Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, Take one ox for yourselves
and get it ready first, for there are more of you; and make your prayers to
your god, but put no fire under. 26So they took the oxwhichwas given them,
andmade it ready, crying out to Baal frommorning till themiddle of the day,
and saying, OBaal, give ear to us. But therewas no voice andno answer. And
they were jumping up and down before the altar they had made. 27And in
themiddleof theday, Elijahmade sport of them, saying, Give louder cries, for
he is a god; he may be deep in thought, or he may have gone away for some
purpose, or hemay be on a journey, or by chance he is sleeping and has to be
made awake. 28 So they gave loud cries, cutting themselves with knives and
swords, as was their way, till the blood came streaming out all over them.
29 And from the middle of the day they went on with their prayers till the
time of the offering; but there was no voice, or any answer, or any who gave
attention to them. 30Then Elijah said to all the people, Come near tome; and
all the people camenear. Andheput up again the altar of the Lordwhichhad
beenbrokendown. 31AndElijah took twelve stones, thenumberof the tribes
of the sons of Jacob, to whom the Lord had said, Israel will be your name:
32Andwith the stones hemade analtar to thenameof the Lord; andhemade
a deep drain all round the altar, great enough to take two measures of seed.
33And he put the wood in order, and, cutting up the ox, put it on the wood.
Then he said, Get four vessels full of water and put it on the burned offering
and on the wood. And he said, Do it a second time, and they did it a second
time; 34And he said, Do it a third time, and they did it a third time. 35And the
waterwent all round thealtar, till thedrainwas full. 36Thenat the timeof the
offering, Elijah the prophet camenear and said, OLord, theGodofAbraham,
of Isaac, and of Israel, let it be seen this day that you are God in Israel, and
that I am your servant, and that I have done all these things by your order.
37 Give me an answer, O Lord, give me an answer, so that this people may
see that you are God, and that you have made their hearts come back again.
38Then thefireof theLord camedown, burningup theoffering and thewood
and the stones and the dust, and drinking up the water in the drain. 39And
when thepeople saw it, theyallwentdownon their faces, and said, TheLord,
he is God, the Lord, he is God. 40And Elijah said to them, Take the prophets
of Baal, let not one of them get away. So they took them, and Elijah made
them go down to the stream Kishon, and put them to death there. 41 Then
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Elijah said to Ahab, Up! take food and drink, for there is a sound of much
rain. 42 So Ahab went up to have food and drink, while Elijah went up to the
top of Carmel; and he went down on the earth, putting his face between his
knees. 43And he said to his servant, Go now, and take a look in the direction
of the sea. And he went up, and after looking said, There is nothing. And
he said, Go again seven times; and he went seven times. 44And the seventh
time he said, I see a cloud coming up out of the sea, as small as aman's hand.
Thenhe said, Go up and say toAhab, Get your carriage ready and go downor
the rainwill keep youback. 45Andafter a very little time, theheavenbecame
blackwith cloudsandwind, and therewasagreat rain. AndAhabwent inhis
carriage to Jezreel. 46And the hand of the Lord was on Elijah; and he made
himself strong, and went running before Ahab till they came to Jezreel.

19
1 Ahab gave Jezebel news of all Elijah had done, and how he had put all

the prophets to deathwith the sword. 2Then Jezebel sent a servant to Elijah,
saying, May the gods' punishment be on me if I do not make your life like
the life of one of them by tomorrow about this time. 3And he got up, fearing
forhis life, andwent inflight, and came toBeer-sheba in Judah, parting there
fromhis servant; 4Whilehehimselfwent aday's journey into thewaste land,
and took a seat under a broom-plant, desiring for himself only death; for he
said, It is enough: now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than
my fathers. 5And stretching himself on the earth, hewent to sleep under the
broom-plant; but an angel, touching him, said to him, Get up and have some
food. 6And looking up, he saw by his head a cake cooked on the stones and a
bottle of water. So he took food and drink and went to sleep again. 7And the
angel of the Lord came again a second time, and touching him said, Get up
and have some food, or the journeywill be overmuch for your strength. 8So
he got upand took foodanddrink, and in the strengthof that foodhewent on
for forty days andnights, toHoreb, themountain ofGod. 9And therehewent
into a hole in the rock for the night; then the word of the Lord came to him,
saying,What are you doing here, Elijah? 10And he said, I have been burning
for the honour of the Lord, the God of armies; for the children of Israel have
not kept your agreement; they have made destruction of your altars, and
have put your prophets to death with the sword: till I, even I, am the only
one living; and now they are attempting to take away my life. 11 Then he
said, Go out and take your place on the mountain before the Lord. Then the
Lord went by, and mountains were parted by the force of a great wind, and
rocks were broken before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind. And
after the wind there was an earth-shock, but the Lord was not in the earth-
shock. 12 And after the earth-shock a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire.
And after the fire, the sound of a soft breath. 13And Elijah, hearing it, went
out, covering his face with his robe, and took his place in the opening of the
hole. And there a voice came to him saying,What are you doing here, Elijah?
14 And he said, I have been burning for the honour of the Lord, the God of
armies; for the children of Israel have not kept your agreement; they have
had your altars broken down, and have put your prophets to death with the
sword: till I, even I, am the only one living; and now they are attempting to
take awaymy life. 15And the Lord said to him, Go back on yourway through
the waste land to Damascus; and when you come there, put the holy oil on
Hazael to make him king over Aram; 16And on Jehu, son of Nimshi, making
himkingover Israel; andonElisha, the sonof Shaphat ofAbel-meholah, tobe
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prophet in your place. 17And it will come about that themanwho gets away
safe from the swordofHazael, Jehuwill put to death; andwhoever gets away
safe from the sword of Jehu, Elisha will put to death. 18 But I will keep safe
seven thousand in Israel, all those whose knees have not been bent to Baal,
andwhosemouths have given him no kisses. 19So he went away from there
and came across Elisha, the son of Shaphat, ploughing with twelve yoke of
oxen, he himselfwalkingwith the twelfth; andElijahwent up to himandput
his robeonhim. 20And letting theoxenbewhere theywere, hecamerunning
after Elijah, and said, Only let me give a kiss to my father and mother, and
then I will come after you. But he said to him, Go back again; for what have I
done to you? 21And he went back, and took the oxen and put them to death,
and cooking their fleshwith the yokes of the oxen, he gave the people a feast.
Then he got up andwent after Elijah and became his servant.

20
1Now Ben-hadad, king of Aram, got all his army together, and thirty-two

kings with him, and horses and carriages of war; he went up andmade war
on Samaria, shutting it in. 2 And he sent representatives into the town to
Ahab, king of Israel; 3And they said to him, Ben-hadad says, Your silver and
your gold are mine; and your wives and children are mine. 4And the king
of Israel sent him an answer saying, As you say, my lord king, I am yours
with all I have. 5Then the representatives came back again, and said, These
are the words of Ben-hadad: I sent to you saying, Give up to me your silver
and your gold, your wives and your children; 6 But I will send my servants
to you tomorrow about this time, to make a search through your house and
the houses of your people, and everything which is pleasing in your eyes
they will take away in their hands. 7 Then the king of Israel sent for all the
responsible men of the land, and said, Now will you take note and see the
evil purpose of this man: he sent for my wives and my children, my silver
and my gold, and I did not keep them back. 8 And all the responsible men
and the people said to him, Do not give attention to him or do what he says.
9 So he said to the representatives of Ben-hadad, Say to my lord the king, All
the orders you sent the first time I will do; but this thing I may not do. And
the representatives went back with this answer. 10 Then Ben-hadad sent to
him, saying, May the gods' punishment be on me if there is enough of the
dust of Samaria for all the people at my feet to take some in their hands.
11 And the king of Israel said in answer, Say to him, The time for loud talk
is not when a man is putting on his arms, but when he is taking them off.
12Nowwhen this answer was given to Ben-hadad, he was drinking with the
kings in the tents, and he said to his men, Take up your positions. So they
put themselves in position for attacking the town. 13 Then a prophet came
up to Ahab, king of Israel, and said, The Lord says, Have you seen all this
great army? See, I will give it into your hands today, and you will see that I
am the Lord. 14And Ahab said, Bywhom? And he said, The Lord says, By the
servants of the chiefswho are over the divisions of the land. Thenhe said, By
whom is the fighting to be started? And he made answer, By you. 15Then he
got together the servants of all the chiefs who were over the divisions of the
land, two hundred and thirty-two of them; and after them, he got together
all the people, all the children of Israel, seven thousand. 16And in themiddle
of the day they went out. But Ben-hadad was drinking in the tents with the
thirty-twokingswhowerehelpinghim. 17And the servants of the chiefswho
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were over the divisions of the landwent forward first; andwhen Ben-hadad
sent out, they gave him the news, saying, Men have come out from Samaria.
18And he said, If they have come out for peace, take them living, and if they
have come out for war, take them living. 19 So the servants of the chiefs of
the divisions of the land went out of the town, with the army coming after
them. 20 And every one of them put his man to death, and the Aramaeans
went in flight with Israel after them; and Ben-hadad, king of Aram, got away
safely on a horse with his horsemen. 21And the king of Israel went out and
took the horses and the war-carriages, and made great destruction among
the Aramaeans. 22Then the prophet cameup to the king of Israel, and said to
him, Now make yourself strong, and take care what you do, or a year from
now the king of Aram will come up against you again. 23 Then the king of
Aram's servants said to him, Their god is a god of the hills; that is why they
were stronger than we: but if we make an attack on them in the lowlands,
we will certainly be stronger than they. 24 This is what you have to do: take
away the kings from their positions, and put captains in their places; 25And
get together another army like the one which came to destruction, horse
for horse, and carriage for carriage; and let us make war on them in the
lowlands, and certainly we will be stronger than they. And he gave ear to
what they said, and did so. 26 So, a year later, Ben-hadad got the Aramaeans
together and went up to Aphek to make war on Israel. 27 And the children
of Israel got themselves together, and food was made ready and they went
against them; the tents of the children of Israel were like two little flocks of
goats before them, but all the country was full of the Aramaeans. 28 And a
man of God came up and said to the king of Israel, The Lord says, Because
the Aramaeans have said, The Lord is a god of the hills and not of the valleys;
I will give all this great army into your hands, and you will see that I am the
Lord. 29Nowthe twoarmieskept theirpositions facingoneanother for seven
days. And on the seventh day the fightwas started; and the children of Israel
put to the sword a hundred thousand Aramaean footmen in one day. 30But
the rest went in flight to Aphek, into the town, where a wall came down on
the twenty-seven thousand who were still living. And Ben-hadad went in
flight into the town, into an inner room. 31 Then his servants said to him, It
is said that the kings of Israel are full of mercy: let us then put on haircloth,
and cords onourheads, and go to the king of Israel; itmaybe that hewill give
you your life. 32So they put on haircloth, and cords on their heads, and came
to the king of Israel and said, Your servant Ben-hadad says, Letme now keep
my life. And he said, Is he still living? he is my brother. 33Now the men took
it as a sign, and quickly took up his words; and they said, Ben-hadad is your
brother. Then he said, Go and get him. So Ben-hadad came out to him and he
made him get up into his carriage. 34And Ben-hadad said to him, The towns
my father took from your father I will give back; and you may make streets
for yourself in Damascus as my father did in Samaria. And as for me, at the
price of this agreement you will let me go. So he made an agreement with
him and let him go. 35And a certain man of the sons of the prophets said to
his neighbour by theword of the Lord, Giveme awound. But themanwould
not. 36Thenhe said to him, Because youhave not given ear to the voice of the
Lord, straight awaywhenyouhavegone frommea lionwill put you todeath.
Andwhenhehadgone, straight awaya lion camerushingathimandputhim
to death. 37 Then he came across another man, and said, Give me a wound.
And the man gave him a blow wounding him. 38 So the prophet went away,
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and pulling his head-band over his eyes to keep his face covered, took his
place by the road waiting for the king. 39And when the king went by, crying
out to him he said, Your servant went out into the fight; and aman came out
to me with another man and said, Keep this man: if by any chance he gets
away, your life will be the price of his life, or you will have to give a talent of
silver in payment. 40But while your servant was turning this way and that,
he was gone. Then the king of Israel said to him, You are responsible; you
have given the decision against yourself. 41 Then he quickly took the head-
band fromhiseyes; and thekingof Israel sawthathewasoneof theprophets.
42And he said to him, These are the words of the Lord: Because you have let
go from your hands the man whom I had put to the curse, your life will be
taken for his life, and your people for his people. 43 Then the king of Israel
went back to his house, bitter and angry, and came to Samaria.

21
1Now Naboth the Jezreelite had a vine-garden in Jezreel, near the house

of Ahab, king of Samaria. 2 And Ahab said to Naboth, Give me your vine-
garden so that I may have it for a garden of sweet plants, for it is near my
house; and let me give you a better vine-garden in exchange, or, if it seems
good to you, letme give you its value inmoney. 3But Naboth said to Ahab, By
the Lord, far be it fromme to give you the heritage of my fathers. 4 So Ahab
came into his house bitter and angry because Naboth the Jezreelite had said
to him, I will not give you the heritage of my fathers. And stretching himself
on the bed with his face turned away, he would take no food. 5 But Jezebel,
his wife, came to him and said, Why is your spirit so bitter that you have no
desire for food? 6 And he said to her, Because I was talking to Naboth the
Jezreelite, and I said to him, Let me have your vine-garden for a price, or, if
it is pleasing to you, I will give you another vine-garden for it: and he said,
I will not give you my vine-garden. 7 Then Jezebel, his wife, said, Are you
now the ruler of Israel? Get up, take food, and let your heart be glad; I will
give you the vine-garden of Naboth the Jezreelite. 8 So she sent a letter in
Ahab's name, stampedwith his stamp, to the responsiblemen and the chiefs
whowere in authority with Naboth. 9And in the letter she said, Let a time of
public sorrow be fixed, and put Naboth at the head of the people; 10And get
two good-for-nothing persons to come before him and give witness that he
has been cursing God and the king. Then take him out and have him stoned
to death. 11 So the responsible men and the chiefs who were in authority in
his town, did as Jezebel had said in the letter she sent them. 12 They gave
orders for a day of public sorrow, and put Naboth at the head of the people.
13And the two good-for-nothing persons came in and took their seats before
him and gave witness against Naboth, in front of the people, saying, Naboth
has been cursingGod and the king. Then they took himoutside the town and
had him stoned to death. 14 And they sent word to Jezebel, saying, Naboth
has been stoned and is dead. 15Then Jezebel, hearing that Naboth had been
stoned andwas dead, said toAhab, Get up and take as your heritage the vine-
garden of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he would not give you for money,
for Naboth is no longer living but is dead. 16 So Ahab, hearing that Naboth
was dead, went down to the vine-garden of Naboth the Jezreelite to take it as
his heritage. 17And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying,
18Go down to Ahab, king of Israel, in Samaria; see, he is in the vine-garden
of Naboth the Jezreelite, where he has gone to take it as his heritage. 19 Say



1 Kings 21:20 370 1 Kings 22:13

to him, The Lord says, Have you put a man to death and taken his heritage?
Then say to him, The Lord says, In the place where dogs have been drinking
the blood of Naboth, there will your blood become the drink of dogs. 20And
Ahab said to Elijah, Have you come face to face with me, O my hater? And
he said, I have come to you because you have given yourself up to do evil
in the eyes of the Lord. 21 See, I will send evil on you and put an end to you
completely, cutting off from Ahab every male child, him who is shut up and
himwho goes free in Israel; 22And I will make your family like the family of
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, and like the family of Baasha, the son of Ahijah,
because you have made me angry, and have made Israel do evil. 23 And of
Jezebel the Lord said, Jezebel will become food for dogs in the heritage of
Jezreel. 24Anyman of the family of Ahabwho comes to his death in the town
will become food for the dogs; and he who comes to his death in the open
country will be food for the birds of the air. 25 (There was no one like Ahab,
who gave himself up to do evil in the eyes of the Lord, moved to it by Jezebel
his wife. 26 He did a very disgusting thing in going after false gods, doing
all the things the Amorites did, whom the Lord sent out before the children
of Israel.) 27Hearing these words, Ahab, in great grief, put haircloth on his
flesh and went without food, sleeping in haircloth, and going about quietly.
28Then theword of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 29Do you see
how Ahab has made himself low before me? because he has made himself
low before me, I will not send the evil in his life-time, but in his son's time I
will send the evil on his family.

22
1Now for three years there was no war between Aram and Israel. 2And it

came about in the third year, that Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, came down to
the king of Israel. 3And the king of Israel said to his servants, Do you not see
that Ramoth-gilead is ours? andwe are doing nothing to get it back from the
hands of the king of Aram. 4Andhe said to Jehoshaphat,Will you gowithme
to Ramoth-gilead to make war? And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, I
am as you are: my people as your people, my horses as your horses. 5 Then
Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, Let us now get directions from the
Lord. 6So the king of Israel got all the prophets together, about four hundred
men, and said to them, Am I to go to Ramoth-gilead tomakewar or not? And
they said, Go up: for the Lord will give it into the hands of the king. 7 But
Jehoshaphat said, Is there no other prophet of the Lord here from whom
we may get directions? 8 And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, There
is still one man by whomwemay get directions from the Lord, Micaiah, son
of Imlah; but I haveno love forhim, forhe is aprophet of evil tomeandnot of
good. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so. 9Then the king of Israel
sent for oneof his unsexed servants and said, Goquickly and comebackwith
Micaiah, the son of Imlah. 10 Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat, the
king of Judah, were seated on their seats of authority, dressed in their robes,
by the doorway into Samaria; and all the prophets were acting as prophets
before them. 11And Zedekiah, the son of Chenaanah, made himself horns of
iron and said, The Lord says, Pushing back the Aramaeans with these, you
will put an end to them completely. 12 And all the prophets said the same
thing, saying, Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and itwill gowell for you, for the Lord
will give it into the hands of the king. 13Now the servant who had gone to
get Micaiah said to him, See now, all the prophets with one voice are saying
good things to the king; so let your words be like theirs and say good things.
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14And Micaiah said, By the living Lord, whatever the Lord says to me I will
say. 15Whenhecame to theking, theking said tohim,Micaiah, arewe to go to
Ramoth-gilead tomakewar or not? And in answer he said, Go up, and it will
go well for you; and the Lord will give it into the hands of the king. 16 Then
the king said to him, Have I not, again and again, put you on your oath to say
nothing tomebutwhat is true in the name of the Lord? 17Thenhe said, I saw
all Israel wandering on the mountains like sheep without a keeper; and the
Lord said, These have no master: let them go back, every man to his house
in peace. 18And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Did I not say that he
would not be a prophet of good but of evil? 19And he said, Give ear now to
the word of the Lord: I saw the Lord seated on his seat of power, with all
the army of heaven in their places round him at his right hand and at his
left. 20And the Lord said, HowmayAhab be tricked into going up to Ramoth-
gilead to his death? And one said one thing and one another. 21Then a spirit
came forward and took his place before the Lord and said, I will get him to
do it by a trick. 22And the Lord said, How? And he said, I will go out and be
a spirit of deceit in themouth of all his prophets. And he said, Your trick will
have its effect on him: go out and do so. 23 And now, see, the Lord has put
a spirit of deceit in the mouth of all these your prophets; and the Lord has
said evil against you. 24 Then Zedekiah, the son of Chenaanah, came near
and gave Micaiah a blow on the side of the face, saying, Where is the spirit
of the Lord whose word is in you? 25 And Micaiah said, Truly, you will see
on that daywhen you go into an inner room to keep yourself safe. 26And the
king of Israel said, TakeMicaiah and send himback to Amon, the ruler of the
town, and to Joash, the king's son; 27And say, It is the king's order that this
man is to be put in prison and given prison food till I come again in peace.
28And Micaiah said, If you come back at all in peace, the Lord has not sent
his word by me. 29 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah,
went up to Ramoth-gilead. 30And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Iwill
make a change in my clothing, so that I do not seem to be the king, and will
go into the fight; but do you put on your robes. So the king of Israel made a
change inhisdressandwent into thefight. 31NowthekingofAramhadgiven
orders to the thirty-two captains of hiswar-carriages, saying,Makeno attack
on small or great, but only on the king of Israel. 32 So when the captains of
thewar-carriages saw Jehoshaphat, they said, Truly, this is the king of Israel;
and turning against him, they came round him, but Jehoshaphat gave a cry.
33And when the captains of the war-carriages saw that he was not the king
of Israel, they went back from going after him. 34And a certain man sent an
arrow from his bow without thought of its direction, and gave the king of
Israel a wound where his breastplate was joined to his clothing; so he said
to the driver of his war-carriage, Go to one side and takeme away out of the
army, for I am badly wounded. 35 But the fight became more violent while
the day went on; and the king was supported in his war-carriage facing the
Aramaeans, and thefloorof the carriagewascoveredwith theblood fromhis
wound, and by evening he was dead. 36And about sundown a cry went up
from all parts of the army, saying, Let everyman go back to his town and his
country, for the king is dead. 37And they came to Samaria, and put the king's
body to rest in Samaria. 38And the war-carriage was washed by the pool of
Samaria,whichwas thebathing-placeof the loosewomen, and thedogswere
drinking his blood there, as the Lord had said. 39 Now the rest of the acts
of Ahab, and all he did, and his ivory house, and all the towns of which he
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was the builder, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings
of Israel? 40 So Ahab was put to rest with his fathers; and Ahaziah his son
became king in his place. 41And Jehoshaphat, the son of Asa, became king
over Judah in the fourth year of Ahab's rule over Israel. 42 Jehoshaphat was
thirty-five years old when he became king, and he was king for twenty-five
years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Azubah, the daughter of Shilhi.
43Hedid asAsahis fatherhaddone, not turning away from it, but doingwhat
was right in the eyes of the Lord; but the high places were not taken away:
the people went on making offerings and burning them in the high places.
44And Jehoshaphatmade peacewith the king of Israel. 45Now the rest of the
acts of Jehoshaphat, and his great power, and how he went to war, are they
not recorded in the bookof thehistory of the kings of Judah? 46Heput an end
to the rest of thosewhowereused for sexpurposes in theworshipof thegods,
all thosewhowere still in the land in the timeof his fatherAsa. 47At that time
there was no king in Edom; 48 And the representative of King Jehoshaphat
made a Tarshish-ship to go to Ophir for gold, but it did not go, because it was
brokenatEzion-geber. 49ThenAhaziah, the sonofAhab, said to Jehoshaphat,
Let mymen go with yours in the ships. But Jehoshaphat would not let them.
50Then Jehoshaphat went to rest with his fathers, and his body was put into
the earth in the town of David his father; and Jehoram his son became king
in his place. 51Ahaziah, the son of Ahab, became king over Israel in Samaria
in the seventeenth year of the rule of Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, and he
was king over Israel for two years. 52Hedid evil in the eyes of the Lord, going
in the ways of his father and his mother, and in the ways of Jeroboam, the
son of Nebat, who made Israel do evil. 53He was a servant and worshipper
of Baal, moving the Lord, the God of Israel, to wrath, as his father had done.
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The Second Book of Kings
1 After the death of Ahab, Moab made itself free from the authority of

Israel. 2Now Ahaziah had a fall from the window of his room in Samaria,
andwas ill. And he sentmen, and said to them, Put a question to Baal-zebub,
the god of Ekron, about the outcome of my disease, to see if I will get well
or not. 3 But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, Go now, and,
meeting themen sent by the king of Samaria, say to them, Is it because there
is no God in Israel, that you are going to get directions from Baal-zebub, the
god of Ekron? 4Give ear then to the words of the Lord: You will never again
get down fromthebedon towhichyouhavegoneup, but deathwill certainly
come to you. Then Elijah went away. 5And the men he had sent came back
to the king; and he said to them, Why have you come back? 6And they said
to him, On our way we had a meeting with a man who said, Go back to the
kingwho sent you and say to him, The Lord says, Is it because there is noGod
in Israel that you send to put a question to Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? For
this reason, youwill not comedown from the bed on towhich youhave gone
up, but deathwill certainly come to you. 7Andhe said to them,What sort of a
manwas itwho cameand said thesewords to you? 8And they said in answer,
He was a man clothed in a coat of hair, with a leather band about his body.
Then he said, It is Elijah the Tishbite. 9Then the king sent to him a captain of
fifty with his fifty men; and he went up to him where he was seated on the
top of a hill, and said to him, O man of God, the king has said, Come down.
10And Elijah in answer said to the captain of fifty, If I am aman of God, may
fire come down from heaven on you and on your fifty men, and put an end
to you. Thenfire camedown fromheaven andput an end to himandhis fifty
men. 11Then the king sent another captain of fifty with his fiftymen; and he
said to Elijah, Oman of God, the king says, Come down quickly. 12And Elijah
in answer said, If I am a man of God, may fire come down from heaven on
you and on your fifty men, and put an end to you. And the fire of God came
down from heaven, and put an end to him and his fifty men. 13Then he sent
a third captain of fifty with his fifty men; and the third captain of fifty went
up, and falling on his knees before Elijah, requesting mercy of him, said, O
man of God, let my life and the life of these your fifty servants be of value
to you. 14 For fire came down from heaven and put an end to the first two
captains of fifty and their fifties; but now let my life be of value in your eyes.
15Then the angel of the Lord said to Elijah, Go down with him; have no fear
of him. So he got up and went down with him to the king. 16And he said to
him, This is the word of the Lord: Because you sent men to put a question to
Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, for this reason you will never again get down
from the bed on towhich you have gone up, but deathwill certainly come to
you. 17Sodeath came tohim, as theLordhad saidby themouthofElijah. And
Jehoram became king in his place in the second year of the rule of Jehoram,
son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah; because he had no son. 18Now the rest of
the acts of Ahaziah, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the
kings of Israel?

2
1Nowwhen the Lordwas about to take Elijah up to heaven in a greatwind,
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Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. 2 And Elijah said to Elisha, Come no
farther for the Lord has sent me to Beth-el. But Elisha said, As the Lord is
living and as your soul is living, I will not be parted from you. So they went
down to Beth-el. 3And at Beth-el the sons of the prophets came out to Elisha
and said, Has it been made clear to you that the Lord is going to take away
your master from over you today? And he said, Yes, I have knowledge of it:
say nomore. 4Then Elijah said to him, Comeno farther, for the Lord has sent
me to Jericho. Buthe said, As theLord is living andas your soul is living, Iwill
not be parted from you. So they went on to Jericho. 5And at Jericho the sons
of the prophets came up to Elisha and said to him, Has it been made clear
to you that the Lord is going to take away yourmaster from over you today?
Andhe said in answer, Yes, I have knowledge of it: say nomore. 6Then Elijah
said to him, Come no farther, for the Lord has sentme to Jordan. But he said,
As the Lord is living and as your soul is living, I will not be parted from you.
So they went on together. 7 And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went
out and took their places facing them a long way off, while the two of them
were by the edge of Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took off his robe, and, rolling it
up, gave the water a blow with it, and the waters were parted, flowing back
this way and that, so that they went over on dry land. 9And when they had
come to the other side, Elijah said to Elisha, Say what you would have me
do for you before I am taken from you. And Elisha said, Be pleased to let
a special measure of your spirit be on me. 10 And he said, You have made
a hard request: still, if you see me when I am taken from you, you will get
your desire; but if not, it will not be so. 11 And while they went on their
way, going on talking together, suddenly there were carriages and horses
of fire separating them from one another and Elijah went up to heaven in a
great wind. 12 And when Elisha saw it he gave a cry, My father, my father,
the carriages of Israel and its horsemen! And he saw him no longer; and he
was full of grief. 13 Then he took up Elijah's robe, which had been dropped
from him, and went back till he came to the edge of Jordan. 14And he took
Elijah's robe,whichhadbeendropped fromhim, andgiving thewater ablow
with it, said,Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah? and at his blow thewaters
were parted this way and that; and Elisha went over. 15And when the sons
of the prophetswhowere facing himat Jericho sawhim, they said, The spirit
of Elijah is resting on Elisha. And they came out to him, and went down on
the earth before him. 16And they said, Your servants have with us here fifty
strong men; be pleased to let them go in search of Elijah; for it may be that
the spirit of the Lord has taken himup and put himdown on somemountain
or in some valley. But he said, Do not send them. 17 But when they kept on
requesting him, he was shamed and said, Send, then. So they sent fifty men;
but after searching for three days, they came backwithout having seen him.
18 And they came back to him, while he was still at Jericho; and he said to
them, Did I not say to you, Go not? 19Now themen of the town said to Elisha,
You see that thepositionof this town is good; but thewater is bad, causing the
young of the cattle to come to birth dead. 20 So he said, Get me a new vessel,
and put salt in it; and they took it to him. 21 Then he went out to the spring
from which the water came, and put salt in it, and said, The Lord says, Now
I have made this water sweet; no longer will it be death-giving or unfertile.
22 And the water was made sweet again to this day, as Elisha said. 23 Then
from there he went up to Beth-el; and on his way, some little boys came out
from the town and made sport of him, crying, Go up, old no-hair! go up, old
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no-hair! 24And turning back, he saw them, and put a curse on them in the
name of the Lord. And two she-bears came out of the wood and put forty-
two of the children to death. 25 From there he went to Mount Carmel, and
came back from there to Samaria.

3
1And Jehoram, the son of Ahab, became king over Israel in Samaria in the

eighteenth year of the rule of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah; and he was king
for twelve years. 2He did evil in the eyes of the Lord; but not like his father
and his mother, for he put away the stone pillar of Baal which his father had
made. 3But still he did the same sins which Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, did
and made Israel do; he went on in them. 4Now Mesha, king of Moab, was
a sheep-farmer; and he gave regularly to the king of Israel the wool from a
hundred thousand lambs and a hundred thousand sheep. 5But when Ahab
was dead, the king of Moab got free from the authority of the king of Israel.
6At that time,King Jehoramwentout fromSamariaandgotall Israel together
infightingorder. 7Andhesent to Jehoshaphat, kingof Judah, saying, Theking
ofMoab has got free frommy authority: will you gowithme tomakewar on
Moab? And he said, I will go with you: I am as you are, my people as your
people, and my horses as your horses. 8And he said, Which way are we to
go? And he said in answer, By the waste land of Edom. 9 So the king of Israel
went with the king of Judah and the king of Edom by a roundabout way for
seven days: and there was no water for the army or for the beasts they had
with them. 10 And the king of Israel said, Here is trouble: for the Lord has
got these three kings together to give them into the hands of Moab. 11 But
Jehoshaphat said, Is there no prophet of the Lord here, through whom we
may get directions from the Lord? And one of the king of Israel'smen said in
answer, Elisha, the son of Shaphat, is here, whowas servant to Elijah. 12And
Jehoshaphat said, Theword of the Lord is with him. So the king of Israel and
Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went down to him. 13 But Elisha said to
the king of Israel, What have I to do with you? go to the prophets of your
father and your mother. And the king of Israel said, No; for the Lord has got
these three kings together to give them up into the hands of Moab. 14 Then
Elisha said, By the life of the Lord of armies whose servant I am, if it was
not for the respect I have for Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, I would not give
a look at you, or see you. 15 But now, get me a player of music, and it will
come about that while theman is playing, the hand of the Lordwill come on
me and I will give you the word of the Lord: and they got a player of music,
and while the man was playing, the hand of the Lord was on him. 16 And
he said, The Lord says, I will make this valley full of water-holes. 17 For the
Lord says, Though you see no wind or rain, the valley will be full of water,
and you and your armies and your beasts will have drink. 18 And this will
be only a small thing to the Lord: in addition he will give the Moabites into
your hands. 19And you are to put every walled town to destruction, cutting
down every good tree, and stopping up every water-spring, and making all
the good landroughwith stones. 20Nowin themorning, about the timewhen
the offering was made, they saw water flowing from the direction of Edom
till the country was full of water. 21 Now all Moab, hearing that the kings
had come to make war against them, got together all who were able to take
up arms and went forward to the edge of the country. 22 And early in the
morning they got up, when the sun was shining on the water, and they saw
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the water facing them as red as blood. 23 Then they said, This is blood: it is
clear that destruction has come on the kings; they have been fighting one
another: now come, Moab, let us take their goods. 24But when they came to
the tents of Israel, the Israelites came out and made a violent attack on the
Moabites, so that theywent inflight before them; and theywent forward still
attacking them; 25 Pulling down the towns, covering every good field with
stones, stoppingupall thewater-springs, andcuttingdownall thegood trees;
they went on driving Moab before them till only in Kir-hareseth were there
any Moabites; and the fighting-men went round the town raining stones on
it. 26And when the king of Moab saw that the fight was going against him,
he took with him seven hundred men armed with swords, with the idea of
forcing a way through to the king of Aram, but they were not able to do so.
27Then he took his oldest son, whowould have been king after him, offering
himas aburnedoffering on thewall. So therewas greatwrath against Israel;
and they went away from him, back to their country.

4
1Now a certain woman, the wife of one of the sons of the prophets, came

crying to Elisha and said, Your servant my husband is dead; and to your
knowledge hewas aworshipper of the Lord; but now, the creditor has come
to takemy two children as servants in payment of his debt. 2ThenElisha said
to her, What am I to do for you? say now, what have you in the house? And
she said, Your servant has nothing in the house but a pot of oil. 3 Then he
said, Go out to all your neighbours and get vessels, a very great number of
them. 4Then go in, and, shutting the door on yourself and your sons, put oil
into all these vessels, putting on one side the full ones. 5 So she went away,
and when the door was shut on her and her sons, they took the vessels to
her and she put oil into them. 6And when all the vessels were full, she said
to her son, Get me another vessel. And he said, There are no more. And the
flow of oil was stopped. 7 So she came to the man of God and gave himword
of what she had done. And he said, Go and get money for the oil and make
payment of your debt, and let the rest be for the needs of yourself and your
sons. 8Now there came a day when Elisha went to Shunem, and there was
a woman of high position living there, who made him come in and have a
meal with her. And after that, every time hewent by, he went into her house
for ameal. 9And she said to her husband, Now I see that this is a holyman of
God, who comes by day after day. 10 So let us make a little room on the wall;
and put a bed there for him, and a table and a seat and a light; so that when
he comes to us, he will be able to go in there. 11Now one day, when he had
gone there, hewent into the little roomand tookhis rest there. 12Andhe said
to Gehazi, his servant, Send for this Shunammite. So in answer to his voice
she came before him. 13 And he said to him, Now say to her, See, you have
taken all this trouble for us; what is to be done for you? will you have any
request made for you to the king or the captain of the army? But she said, I
am living among my people. 14 So he said, What then is to be done for her?
And Gehazi made answer, Still there is this, she has no son and her husband
is old. 15Then he said, Send for her. And in answer to his voice she took her
place at the door. 16And Elisha said, At this time in the coming year you will
have a son in your arms. And she said, No, my lord, Oman of God, do not say
what is false to your servant. 17Then thewomanbecamewith child and gave
birth to a son at the time named, in the year after, as Elisha had said to her.
18Now one day, when the child was older, he went out to his father to where
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the grain was being cut. 19And he said to his father, My head, my head! And
the father said to a servant, Take him in to his mother. 20 And he took him
in to his mother, and she took him on her knees and kept him there till the
middle of the day, when his life went from him. 21Then shewent up and put
him on the bed of the man of God, shutting the door on him, and went out.
22And she said to her husband, Send me one of the servants and one of the
asses so that Imay go quickly to theman of God and come back again. 23And
he said, Why are you going to him today? it is not a newmoon or a Sabbath.
But she said, It iswell. 24Then shemade theass readyand said toher servant,
Keep driving on; do notmake a stopwithout orders fromme. 25So shewent,
and came to Mount Carmel, to the man of God. And when the man of God
saw her coming in his direction, he said to Gehazi, his servant, See, there is
the Shunammite; 26Go quickly to her, and onmeeting her say to her, Are you
well? andyourhusbandand the child, are theywell? And she said in answer,
All is well. 27And when she came to where the man of God was on the hill,
she put her hands round his feet; and Gehazi came near with the purpose of
pushing her away; but the man of God said, Let her be, for her soul is bitter
in her; and the Lord has kept it secret from me, and has not given me word
of it. 28Then she said, Did Imake a request tomy lord for a son? did I not say,
Do not give me false words? 29Then he said to Gehazi, Make yourself ready,
and take my stick in your hand, and go: if you come across anyone on the
way, give him no blessing, and if anyone gives you a blessing, give him no
answer. And put my stick on the child's face. 30 But the mother of the child
said, As the Lord is living and as your soul is living, I will not go backwithout
you. So he got up and went with her. 31 And Gehazi went on before them
and put the stick on the child's face; but there was no voice, and no one gave
attention. So hewent back, andmeeting him gave him the news, saying, The
child is not awake. 32Andwhen Elisha came into the house he saw the child
dead, stretched on his bed. 33So hewent in, and shutting the door on the two
of them, made prayer to the Lord. 34 Then he got up on the bed, stretching
himself out on the child, and put his mouth on the child's mouth, his eyes
on his eyes and his hands on his hands; and the child's body became warm.
35 Then he came back, and after walking once through the house and back,
he went up, stretching himself out on the child seven times; and the child's
eyes became open. 36 And he gave orders to Gehazi, and said, Send for the
Shunammite. Andshecame inanswer tohis voice. Andhe said, Takeupyour
son. 37And she came in, and went down on her face to the earth at his feet;
then she took her son in her arms and went out. 38And Elisha went back to
Gilgal, now therewasvery little food in the land; and the sons of theprophets
were seated before him. And he said to his servant, Put the great pot on the
fire, andmake soup for the sons of the prophets. 39Andonewent out into the
field to get green plants and saw a vine of the field, and pulling off the fruit
of it till the fold of his robe was full, he came back and put the fruit, cut up
small, into the pot of soup, having no idea what it was. 40Then they gave the
men soup from the pot. And while they were drinking the soup, they gave
a cry, and said, O man of God, there is death in the pot; and they were not
able to take any more food. 41But he said, Get somemeal. And he put it into
the pot, and said, Now give it to the people so that they may have food. And
there was nothing bad in the pot. 42Now a man came from Baal-shalishah
with an offering of first-fruits for the man of God, twenty barley cakes and
garden fruit in his bag. And he said, Give these to the people for food. 43But
his servant said, How am I to put this before a hundred men? But he said,
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Give it to the people for food; for the Lord says, There will be food for them
and some over. 44 So he put it before them, and they had a meal and there
wasmore than enough, as the Lord had said.

5
1Now Naaman, chief of the army of the king of Aram, was a man of high

positionwith hismaster, and greatly respected, because byhim the Lord had
given salvation to Aram; but he was a leper. 2Now the Aramaeans had gone
out in bands, and takenprisoner from Israel a little girl, whobecame servant
to Naaman's wife. 3And she said to her master's wife, If only my lord would
go to the prophet in Samaria, he wouldmake himwell. 4And someonewent
and said to his lord, This is what the girl from the land of Israel says. 5So the
kingofAramsaid, Go then; and Iwill senda letter to thekingof Israel. Andhe
went, taking with him ten talents of silver and six thousand shekels of gold,
and ten changes of clothing. 6And he took the letter to the king of Israel, in
which the king of Aramhad said, See, I have sentmy servant Naaman to you
to be made well, for he is a leper. 7 But the king of Israel, after reading the
letter, was greatly troubled and said, Am I God, to give death and life? why
does this man send a leper to me to be made well? is it not clear that he is
looking for a cause of war? 8Now Elisha, the man of God, hearing that the
king of Israel had done this, sent to the king, saying, Why are you troubled?
send the man to me, so that he may see that there is a prophet in Israel. 9 So
Naaman, with all his horses and his carriages, came to the door of Elisha's
house. 10 And Elisha sent a servant to him, saying, Go to Jordan, and after
washing seven times in its waters your flesh will be well again and you will
be clean. 11But Naaman was angry and went away and said, I had the idea
that he would come out to see such an important person as I am, and make
prayer to the Lord his God, andwith awave of his hand over the placemake
the leperwell. 12ArenotAbana andPharpar, rivers ofDamascus, better than
all the waters of Israel? may I not be washed in them and become clean? So
turning, he went away in wrath. 13Then his servants came to him and said,
If the prophet had given you orders to do some great thing, would you not
have done it? how much more then, when he says to you, Be washed and
become clean? 14Then he went down seven times into the waters of Jordan,
as theman of God had said; and his flesh became like the flesh of a little child
again, and hewas clean. 15Then hewent back to theman of God, with all his
train, and, takinghis place before him, said, Now I amcertain that there is no
God in all the earth, but only in Israel: now then, take an offering from me.
16But he said, By the life of the Lord whose servant I am, I will take nothing
from you. And he did his best to make him take it but he would not. 17Then
Naaman said, If youwill not, then let there be given to your servant asmuch
earth as two beasts are able to take on their backs; because from now on,
your servantwillmakeno offering or burned offering to other gods, but only
to the Lord. 18Butmay your servant have the Lord's forgiveness for this one
thing: when my master goes into the house of Rimmon for worship there,
supported on my arm, and my head is bent in the house of Rimmon; when
his head is bent in the house of Rimmon, may your servant have the Lord's
forgiveness for this thing. 19And he said to him, Go in peace. And he went
fromhim somedistance. 20ButGehazi, the servant of Elisha, themanofGod,
said, Now my master has taken nothing from Naaman, this Aramaean, of
what hewould have given him: by the living Lord, I will go after him and get
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something from him. 21 So Gehazi went after Naaman. And when Naaman
saw him running after him, he got down from his carriage and went back
to him and said, Is all well? 22 And he said, All is well: but my master has
sent me, saying, Even now, two young men of the sons of the prophets have
come to me from the hill-country of Ephraim; will you give me a talent of
silver and two changes of clothing for them? 23And Naaman said, Be good
enough to take two talents. And forcing him to take them, he put two talents
of silver in two bags, with two changes of clothing, and gave them to his two
servants to take before him. 24When he came to the hill, he took them from
their hands, and put themaway in the house; and he sent themen away, and
they went. 25 Then he came in and took his place before his master. And
Elisha said to him, Where have you come from, Gehazi? And he said, Your
servant went nowhere. 26And he said to him, Did not my heart go with you,
when the man got down from his carriage and went back to you? Is this a
time for getting money, and clothing, and olive-gardens and vine-gardens,
and sheep and oxen, and men-servants and women-servants? 27Because of
what youhavedone, the disease ofNaaman the leperwill take you in its grip,
and your seed after you, for ever. And he went out from before him a leper
as white as snow.

6
1Now the sons of the prophets said to Elisha, There is not room enough for

us in the place where we are living under your care; 2 So let us go to Jordan,
and let everyone get to work cutting boards, andwewill make a living-place
for ourselves there. And he said to them, Go, then. 3And one of them said,
Be pleased to go with your servants. And he said, I will go. 4 So he went with
them. And when they came to Jordan, they got to work cutting down trees.
5 But one of them, while cutting a board, let the head of his axe go into the
water; and he gave a cry, and said, This is a bad business, mymaster, for it is
another's. 6And the man of God said, Where did it go in? and when he saw
the place where it had gone into the water, cutting a stick, he put it into the
water, and the iron came up to the top of the water. 7 Then he said, Take it
up. So he put out his hand and took it. 8At that time the king of Aram was
making war against Israel; and he had ameeting with the chiefs of his army
and said, I will be waiting in secret in some named place. 9And the man of
God sent to the king of Israel, saying, Take care to keep away from that place,
for the Aramaeans are waiting there in secret. 10 So the king of Israel sent to
the place where theman of God had said there was danger, and kept clear of
it more than once. 11And at this, the mind of the king of Aram was greatly
troubled, and he sent for his servants and said to them, Will you not make
clear tomewhich of us is helping the king of Israel? 12And one of them said,
Not one of us, my lord king; but Elisha, the prophet in Israel, gives the king
of Israel news of the words you say even in your bedroom. 13 Then he said,
Go and see where he is, so that I may send and get him. And news came to
him that he was in Dothan. 14 So he sent there horses and carriages and a
great army; and they came by night, circling the town. 15Now the servant of
the man of God, having got up early and gone out, saw an army with horses
and carriages of war all round the town. And the servant said to him, O my
master, what are we to do? 16 And he said in answer, Have no fear; those
who are with us are more than those who are with them. 17 Then Elisha
made a prayer to the Lord, saying, Lord, let his eyes be open so that he may
see. And the Lord made the young man's eyes open; and he saw that all the
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mountainwas full of horses and carriages of fire round Elisha. 18Nowwhen
the Aramaeans came down to Elisha, he made a prayer to the Lord saying,
Lord, make this people blind. And he made them blind at Elisha's request.
19And Elisha said to them, This is not theway, and this is not the town: come
afterme so that Imay take you to theman you are searching for. And he took
them to Samaria. 20Andwhen theyhad come into Samaria, Elisha said, Lord,
let the eyes of these men be open so that they may see. And the Lord made
their eyes open, and they saw that theywere in themiddle of Samaria. 21And
the king of Israel, when he saw them, said to Elisha, My father, am I to put
them to the sword? 22But he said in answer, You are not to put them to death;
have you any right to put to death those whom you have not taken prisoner
with your sword and your bow? put bread and water before them, so that
they may have food and drink and go to their master. 23 So he made ready
a great feast for them, and when they had had food and drink, he sent them
away and theywent back to their master. And nomore bands of Aramaeans
came into the land of Israel. 24Now after this, Ben-hadad, king of Aram, got
together all his armyandwent up tomake anattack on Samaria, shutting the
town in on all sides with his forces. 25 And they became very short of food
in Samaria; for they kept it shut in till the price of an ass's head was eighty
shekels of silver, and a small measure of doves' droppings was five shekels
of silver. 26And when the king of Israel was going by on the wall, a woman
came crying out to him, and said, Help! my lord king. 27And he said, If the
Lord does not give you help, where am I to get help for you? from the grain-
floor or the grape-crusher? 28 And the king said to her, What is troubling
you? And she said in answer, This woman said to me, Give your son to be
our food today, andwewill havemy son tomorrow. 29So, boilingmy son, we
had a meal of him; and on the day after I said to her, Now give your son for
our food; but she has put her son in a secret place. 30Then the king, hearing
what the woman said, took his robes in his hands, violently parting them;
and, while he was walking on the wall, the people, looking, saw that under
his robehehadhaircloth onhisflesh. 31Thenhe said,MayGod's punishment
come on me if Elisha, the son of Shaphat, keeps his head on his body after
this day. 32But Elishawas in his house, and the responsiblemenwere seated
there with him; and before the king got there, Elisha said to those whowere
with him, Do you see how this cruel and violent man has sent to take away
my life? 33While he was still talking to them, the king came down and said,
This evil is from the Lord; why am I to go onwaiting any longer for the Lord?

7
1 Then Elisha said, Give ear to the word of the Lord: the Lord says,

Tomorrow, about this time, a measure of good meal will be offered for the
price of a shekel and twomeasures of barley for a shekel, in themarket-place
of Samaria. 2 Then the captain whose arm was supporting the king said to
the man of God, Even if the Lord made windows in heaven, would such a
thing be possible? And he said, Your eyes will see it, but you will not have
a taste of the food. 3Now there were four lepers seated at the doorway into
the town: and they said to one another, Why are we waiting here for death?
4 If we say,Wewill go into the town, there is no food in the town, andwewill
come to our end there; and if we go on waiting here, death will come to us.
Come then, let us give ourselves up to the army of Aram: if they let us go on
living, then life will be ours; and if they put us to death, then death will be
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ours. 5 So in the half light they got up to go to the tents of Aram; but when
they came to the outer line of tents, there was no one there. 6 For the Lord
had made the sound of carriages and horses, and the noise of a great army,
come to the ears of the Aramaeans, so that they said to one another, Truly,
the king of Israel has got the kings of the Hittites and of the Egyptians for a
price to make an attack on us. 7 So they got up and went in flight, in the half
light, without their tents or their horses or their asses or any of their goods;
they went in flight, fearing for their lives. 8And when those lepers came to
the outer line of tents, they went into one tent, and had food and drink, and
took from it silver and gold and clothing, which they put in a secret place;
then they came back andwent into another tent fromwhich they tookmore
goods, which they put away in a secret place. 9Then they said to one another,
We are not doing right. Today is a day of good news, and we say nothing:
if we go on waiting here till the morning, punishment will come to us. So
let us go and give the news to those of the king's house. 10 So they came in,
and, crying out to the door-keepers of the town, they gave them the news,
saying, We came to the tents of the Aramaeans, and there was no one there
and no voice of man, only the horses and the asses in their places, and the
tents as they were. 11 Then the door-keepers, crying out, gave the news to
those inside the king's house. 12Then the king got up in the night and said to
his servants, This is my idea of what the Aramaeans have done to us. They
have knowledge thatwe arewithout food; and so they have gone out of their
tents, and are waiting secretly in the open country, saying, When they come
out of the town, we will take them living and get into the town. 13And one
of his servants said in answer, Sendmen and let them take five of the horses
whichwe still have in the town; if they keep their lives theywill be the same
as those of Israelwhoare still livinghere; if they come to their death theywill
be the same as all those of Israel who have gone to destruction: let us send
and see. 14So they took twohorsemen; and the king sent themafter the army
of the Aramaeans, saying, Go and see. 15And they went after them as far as
Jordan; and all the road was covered with clothing and vessels dropped by
the Aramaeans in their flight. So those who were sent went back and gave
the news to the king. 16 Then the people went out and took the goods from
the tents of the Aramaeans. So a measure of good meal was to be had for
the price of a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, as the Lord
had said. 17 And the king gave authority to that captain, on whose arm he
was supported, to have control over the doorway into the town; but he was
crushed to death there under the feet of the people, as the man of God had
said when the king went down to him. 18 So the words of the man of God
came true, which he said to the king: Twomeasures of barleywill be offered
for the price of a shekel and a measure of goodmeal for a shekel, tomorrow
about this time in themarket-placeof Samaria. 19And that captain said to the
man of God, Even if the Lord made windows in heaven, would such a thing
be possible? And he said to him, Your eyes will see it, but youwill not have a
taste of the food. 20And suchwas his fate; for hewas crushed to death under
the feet of the people, in the doorway into the town.

8
1NowElishahad said to thewomanwhose sonhehadgivenback to life, Go

now, with all the people of your house, and get a living-place for yourselves
wherever you are able; for by the word of the Lord, there will be great need
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of food in the land; and this will go on for seven years. 2 So the woman got
up and did as theman of God said; and she and the people of her housewere
living in the land of the Philistines for seven years. 3 And when the seven
yearswere ended, thewomancameback from the landof the Philistines and
went to the king with a request for her house and her land. 4Now the king
was talkingwith Gehazi, the servant of theman of God, saying, Now, giveme
an account of all the great things Elisha has done. 5Andwhile he was giving
the king the story of howElisha had given life to the dead, thewomanwhose
son had come back to life came to the king with a request for her house and
her land. AndGehazi said,My lordking, this is thewomanand this is her son,
whose life Elisha gave back to him. 6And in answer to the king's questions,
the woman gave him all the story. So the king gave orders to one of his
unsexed servants, saying, Give her back all her property, and all the produce
of her fields from the day when she went away from the land up till now.
7And Elisha came to Damascus; and Ben-hadad, king of Aram, was ill; and
they said to him, The man of God has come. 8 Then the king said to Hazael,
Take an offering with you, and go to see the man of God and get directions
from the Lord by him, saying, Am I going to get better frommy disease? 9 So
Hazael went to see him, takingwith him forty camels with offerings on their
backs of every sort of good thing from Damascus; and when he came before
him, he said, Your son Ben-hadad, king of Aram, has sent me to you, saying,
Will I get better from this disease? 10And Elisha said to him, Go, say to him,
You will certainly get better; but the Lord has made it clear to me that only
death is before him. 11And he kept his eyes fixed on him till he was shamed,
and theman of Godwas overcomewithweeping. 12AndHazael said,Why is
my lord weeping? Then he said in answer, Because I see the evil which you
will do to the children of Israel: burning down their strong towns, putting
their young men to death with the sword, smashing their little ones against
the stones, and cutting open the women who are with child. 13And Hazael
said, How is it possible that your servant, who is only a dog, will do this great
thing? AndElisha said, The Lordhasmade it clear tome that youwill be king
overAram. 14Thenhewent away fromElisha and came in to hismaster,who
said to him, What did Elisha say to you? And his answer was, He said that
you would certainly get well. 15Now on the day after, Hazael took the bed-
cover, andmaking itwetwithwater, put it over Ben-hadad's face, causing his
death: and Hazael became king in his place. 16 In the fifth year of Joram, the
son of Ahab, king of Israel, Jehoram, the son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah,
became king. 17He was thirty-two years old when he became king; and he
was ruling in Jerusalem for eight years. 18He went in the ways of the kings
of Israel, as the family of Ahab did: for the daughter of Ahab was his wife;
and he did evil in the eyes of the Lord. 19But it was not the Lord's purpose to
send destruction on Judah, because of David his servant, to whom he had
given his word that he would have a light for ever. 20 In his time, Edom
made themselves free from the rule of Judah, and took a king for themselves.
21Then Joramwent over to Zair, with all hiswar-carriages; ... made an attack
by night on the Edomites, whose forces were all round him, ... the captains
of the war-carriages; and the people went in flight to their tents. 22 So Edom
made themselves free from the rule of Judah to this day. And at the same
time, Libnahmade itself free. 23Now the rest of the acts of Joram, and all he
did, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah?
24And Joramwent to restwith his fathers andwas put into the earthwith his
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fathers in the town of David: and Ahaziah his son became king in his place.
25 In the twelfth year that Joram, the son of Ahab,was king of Israel, Ahaziah,
the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, became king; 26Ahaziah was twenty-two
years oldwhenhe became king, and hewas ruling in Jerusalem for one year.
His mother's name was Athaliah, the daughter of Omri, king of Israel. 27He
went in theways of the family of Ahab, and did evil in the eyes of the Lord as
the family of Ahab did, for he was a son-in-law of the family of Ahab. 28He
went with Joram, the son of Ahab, to make war on Hazael, king of Aram,
at Ramoth-gilead: and Joram was wounded by the Aramaeans. 29 So King
Joram went back to Jezreel to get well from the wounds which the bowmen
had givenhimat Ramah,whenhewas fighting against Hazael, king of Aram.
AndAhaziah, the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, went down to see Joram, the
son of Ahab, in Jezreel, because he was ill.

9
1And Elisha the prophet sent for one of the sons of the prophets, and said

to him, Make yourself ready for a journey, and take this bottle of oil in your
hand, and go to Ramoth-gilead. 2 And when you get there, go in search of
Jehu, the son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi; and go in andmake him get
up from among his brothers, and take him to an inner room. 3Then take the
bottle and put the oil on his head, and say, The Lord says, I have put the holy
oil on you to make you king over Israel. Then, opening the door, go in flight,
without waiting. 4So the young prophet went to Ramoth-gilead. 5Andwhen
he came, he saw the captains of the army seated together; and he said, I have
something to say to you, O captain. And Jehu said, To which of us? And he
said, To you, O captain. 6And he got up andwent into the house; then he put
the holy oil on his head and said to him, The Lord, the God of Israel, says, I
havemade you king over the people of the Lord, over Israel. 7You are to see
that the family of Ahab yourmaster is cut off, so that Imay take from Jezebel
payment for the blood of my servants the prophets, and for the blood of all
the servants of the Lord. 8For the family of Ahab will come to an end; every
maleofAhab's familywill becutoff, hewho is shutupandhewhogoes free in
Israel. 9 Iwillmake the family ofAhab like that of Jeroboam, the sonofNebat,
and Baasha, the son of Ahijah. 10And Jezebel will become food for the dogs
in the heritage of Jezreel, and there will be no one to put her body into the
earth. Then, opening the door, hewent in flight. 11Then Jehu came out again
to the servants of his lord, and one said to him, Is all well? why did this man,
who is off his head, come to you? And he said to them, You have knowledge
of the man and of his talk. 12And they said, That is not true; now give us his
story. Then he said, This is what he said to me: The Lord says, I have made
you king over Israel. 13 Then straight away everyone took his robe and put
it under him on the top of the steps, and, sounding the horn, they said, Jehu
is king. 14 So Jehu, the son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi, made designs
against Joram. (Now Joramand all the army of Israelwere keepingwatch on
Ramoth-gilead because of Hazael, king of Aram: 15But King Joram had gone
back to Jezreel to get well from the wounds which the Aramaeans had given
him when he was fighting against Hazael, king of Aram.) And Jehu said, If
this is your purpose, then let no one get away and go out of the town to give
news of it in Jezreel. 16 So Jehu got into his carriage and went to Jezreel, for
Joram was ill in bed there; and Ahaziah, king of Judah, had come down to
see Joram. 17 And the watchman on the tower in Jezreel saw Jehu and his
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band coming, and said, I see a band of people. And Joram said, Send out
a horseman to them, and let him say, Is it peace? 18 So a horseman went
out to them and said, The king says, Is it peace? And Jehu said, What have
you to do with peace? come after me. And the watchman gave them word,
saying, The horseman went up to them, but has not come back. 19 Then he
sent out a second horseman, who came up to them and said, The king says,
Is it peace? And Jehu said in answer, What have you to do with peace? come
after me. 20And the watchman gave themword, saying, He went up to them
and has not come back again; and the driving is like the driving of Jehu, son
of Nimshi, for he is driving violently. 21 Then Joram said, Make ready. So
they made his carriage ready; and Joram, king of Israel, with Ahaziah, king
of Judah, went out in their carriages for the purpose of meeting Jehu; and
they came face to face with him at the field of Naboth the Jezreelite. 22Now
when Joram saw Jehu he said, Is it peace, Jehu? And he said in answer,What
peace is possiblewhile all the land is full of thedisgusting sinsof yourmother
Jezebel, and her secret arts? 23Then Joram, turning his horses in flight, said
to Ahaziah, Broken faith, O Ahaziah! 24Then Jehu took his bow in his hand,
and with all his strength sent an arrow, wounding Joram between the arms;
and the arrow came out at his heart, and he went down on his face in his
carriage. 25 Then Jehu said to Bidkar, his captain, Take him up, and put him
in the field of Naboth the Jezreelite: for is not that day in yourmemorywhen
you and I together on our horses were going after Ahab, his father, and the
Lord put this fate on him, saying: 26 I saw the blood of Naboth and of his
sons yesterday; and I will give you full payment in this field, says the Lord?
So now, take him and put him in this field, as the Lord said. 27 Now when
Ahaziah, king of Judah, saw this, he went in flight by the way of the garden
house. And Jehu came after him and said, Put him to death in the sameway;
and they gave him a death-wound in his carriage, on the slope up to Gur, by
Ibleam; and he went in flight to Megiddo, where death came to him. 28And
his servants took him in a carriage to Jerusalem, and put him into the earth
with his fathers in the town of David. 29 (In the eleventh year of the rule of
Joram, the son of Ahab, Ahaziah became king over Judah.) 30Andwhen Jehu
came to Jezreel, Jezebel had news of it; and, painting her eyes and dressing
her hair with ornaments, she put her head out of the window. 31And when
Jehu was coming into the town, she said, Is all well, O Zimri, taker of your
master's life? 32Then, looking up to the window, he said, Who is onmy side,
who? and two or three unsexed servants put out their heads. 33And he said,
Take her and put her out of the window. So they sent her down with force,
and her blood went in a shower on the wall and on the horses; and she was
crushed under their feet. 34And he came in, and took food and drink; then
he said, Now see to this cursed woman, and put her body into the earth, for
she is a king's daughter. 35And they went out to put her body into the earth,
but nothing of her was to be seen, only the bones of her head, and her feet,
and parts of her hands. 36So they cameback and gave himword of it. Andhe
said, This is what the Lord said by his servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, In
the heritage of Jezreel the flesh of Jezebel will become food for dogs; 37And
the dead body of Jezebel will be like waste dropped on the face of the earth
in the heritage of Jezreel; so that they will not be able to say, This is Jezebel.

10
1Now there were in Samaria seventy of Ahab's sons. And Jehu sent letters
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to Samaria, to the rulers of the town, and to the responsiblemen, and to those
who had the care of the sons of Ahab, saying, 2 Straight away, when you get
this letter, seeing that your master's sons are with you, and that you have
carriages and horses and a walled town and arms; 3Take the best and most
upright of your master's sons, and make him king in his father's place, and
put up a fight for your master's family. 4But they were full of fear, and said,
The two kings have gone down before him: how may we keep our place?
5 So the controller of the king's house, with the ruler of the town, and the
responsible men, and those who had the care of Ahab's sons, sent to Jehu,
saying, We are your servants and will do all your orders; we will not make
anyman king; do whatever seems best to you. 6Then he sent them a second
letter, saying, If you are onmy side, and if youwill domy orders, come tome
at Jezreel by this time tomorrow, with the heads of your master's sons. Now
the king's seventy sons were with the great men of the town, who had the
care of them. 7And when the letter came to them, they took the king's sons
and put them to death, all the seventy, and put their heads in baskets and
sent them to him at Jezreel. 8 And a man came and said to him, They have
come with the heads of the king's sons. And he said, Put them down in two
masses at the doorway of the town till themorning. 9And in themorning he
went out and, stopping, said to all the people there, You are upright men: it
is true that Imade designs againstmymaster, and put him to death; but who
is responsible for the death of all these? 10 You may be certain that nothing
which the Lord has said about the family of Ahab will be without effect; for
the Lord has done what he said by his servant Elijah. 11 So Jehu put to death
all the rest of the seed of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his relations and his near
friends andhis priests, till therewerenomore of them. 12Thenhe got up and
came to Samaria. And he was at the meeting-place of the keepers of sheep,
by the way, 13When he came across the brothers of Ahaziah, king of Judah,
and said, Who are you? And they said, We are the brothers of Ahaziah, king
of Judah; we are going down to see the children of the king and of the queen.
14And he said, Take them living. So they took them living, and put them to
death in thewater-holeofBeth-eked; of the forty-twomenheputeveryone to
death; 15Andwhenhehadgoneaway fromthere, he cameacross Jehonadab,
the son of Rechab: and he said good-day to him, and said to him, Is your
heart true to mine, as mine is to yours? And Jehonadab in answer said, It
is; and Jehu said, If it is, give me your hand. And he gave him his hand, and
he made him come up into his carriage. 16And he said, Come with me and
see how I am on fire for the Lord's cause. So he made him go with him in
his carriage. 17 And when he came to Samaria, he put to death all those of
Ahab's family who were still in Samaria, till there were no more of them, as
the Lord had said to Elijah. 18Then Jehu got all the people together and said
to them, Ahabwas Baal's servant in a small way, but Jehuwill be his servant
on a great scale. 19Now send for all the prophets of Baal and all his servants
and all his priests, to come to me; let no one keep away: for I have a great
offering to make to Baal; anyone who is not present, will be put to death.
This Jehu did with deceit, his purpose being the destruction of the servants
of Baal. 20And Jehu said, Let there be a special holymeeting for the worship
of Baal. So a public statement was made. 21 And Jehu sent out through all
Israel; and all the servants of Baal came, not one kept away. And they came
into the house of Baal, so that it was full from end to end. 22And Jehu said
to him who kept the robes, Get out robes for all the servants of Baal. So he
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got out robes for them. 23And Jehu, with Jehonadab, the son of Rechab, went
into the house of Baal; and he said to the servants of Baal, Make a search
with care, to see that no servant of the Lord is with you, but only servants
of Baal. 24 Then they went in to make offerings and burned offerings. Now
Jehu had put eighty men outside, and said to them, If any man whom I give
into your hands gets away, the life of him who lets him go will be the price
of his life. 25Then when the burned offering was ended, straight away Jehu
said to the armedmen and the captains, Go in and put them to death; let not
one come out. So they put them to the sword; and, pulling the images to the
earth, theywent into the holy place of the house of Baal. 26And they took out
the image of Asherah from the house of Baal, and had it burned. 27The altar
of Baal was pulled down and the house of Baal was broken up andmade an
unclean place, as it is to this day. 28So Jehu put an end to the worship of Baal
in Israel. 29But Jehu did not keep himself from all the sins of Jeroboam, the
son of Nebat, and the evil hemade Israel do; the gold oxenwere still in Beth-
el and in Dan. 30And the Lord said to Jehu, Because you have done well in
doing what is right in my eyes and effecting all my purpose for the family of
Ahab, your sons will be kings of Israel to the fourth generation. 31 But Jehu
did not take care to keep the law of the Lord with all his heart: he did not
keephimself fromthe sinwhich Jeroboamdidandmade Israel do. 32 In those
days the Lordwas angry first with Israel; andHazaelmade attacks on all the
land of Israel, 33East of Jordan, in all the land of Gilead, the Gadites and the
Reubenites and the Manassites, from Aroer by the valley of the Arnon, all
Gilead and Bashan. 34Now the rest of the acts of Jehu, and all he did, and his
great power, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of
Israel? 35And Jehu went to rest with his fathers, and was put into the earth
in Samaria. And Jehoahaz his son became king in his place. 36And the time
of Jehu's rule over Israel in Samaria was twenty-eight years.

11
1Now when Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah, saw that her son was dead,

she had all the rest of the seed of the kingdom put to death. 2But Jehosheba,
the daughter of King Joram, sister of Ahaziah, secretly took Joash, the son
of Ahaziah, with the woman who took care of him, away from among the
king's sons who were put to death, and put him in the bedroom; and they
kept him safe from Athaliah, so that he was not put to death. 3 And for six
years she kept him safe in the house of the Lord, while Athaliah was ruling
over the land. 4 Then in the seventh year, Jehoiada sent for the captains of
hundreds of theCarians, and the armedmen, and taking them into thehouse
of the Lord, made an agreement with them, and made them take an oath in
the house of the Lord, and let them see the king's son. 5 And he gave them
orders, saying, This is what you are to do: the third part of you, who come
in on the Sabbath and keep the watch of the king's house, 6 ... 7And the two
divisions of you, who go out on the Sabbath and keep thewatch of the house
of the Lord, 8Willmake a circle round the king, everyman being armed; and
whoever comes inside your lines is to be put to death; keep with the king,
when he goes out andwhen he comes in. 9And the captains of hundreds did
as Jehoiada the priest gave them orders; every one took with him his men,
those who came in and those who went out on the Sabbath, and they came
in to Jehoiada the priest. 10And the priest gave to the captains of hundreds
the spears and body-covers which had been King David's, and which were
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kept in the house of the Lord. 11Then the armedmen took up their positions,
every man with his instruments of war in his hand, from the right side of
the house to the left, round about the altar and the house. 12 Then he made
the king's son come out, and put the crown on him and the arm-bands, and
made him king, and put the holy oil on him; and they all, making sounds of
joy with their hands, said, Long life to the king. 13NowAthaliah, hearing the
noisemade by the people, came to the people in the house of the Lord; 14And
looking, she saw the king in his regular place by the pillar, and the captains
and the horns near him; and all the people of the land giving signs of joy and
sounding the horns. Then Athaliah, violently parting her robes, gave a cry,
saying, Broken faith, broken faith! 15Then Jehoiada the priest gave orders to
those who were placed in authority over the army, saying, Take her outside
the lines, and let anyone who goes after her be put to death with the sword,
for he said, Let her not be put to death in the house of the Lord. 16So they put
their hands on her, and she went to the king's house by the doorway of the
horses, and there she was put to death. 17And Jehoiadamade an agreement
between the Lord and the king and the people, that theywould be the Lord's
people; and in the sameway between the king and the people. 18Then all the
people of the landwent to the house of Baal andhad it pulled down: its altars
and imageswere all broken to bits, andMattan, the priest of Baal, they put to
death before the altars. And the priest put overseers over the Lord's house.
19 Then he took the captains of hundreds, and the Carians, and the armed
men, and all the people of the land; and they came downwith the king from
the house of the Lord, through the doorway of the armed men, to the king's
house. Andhe tookhis placeon the seat of thekings. 20Soall thepeople of the
land were glad, and the town was quiet; and they had put Athaliah to death
with the sword at the king's house. 21And Jehoashwas seven years oldwhen
he became king.

12
1 In the seventhyearof Jehu's rule, Jehoashbecameking; andhewas ruling

for forty years in Jerusalem; his mother's name was Zibiah of Beer-sheba.
2 Jehoash did what was right in the eyes of the Lord all his days, because he
was guided by the teaching of Jehoiada the priest. 3But the high places were
not taken away; the people went on making offerings and burning them
in the high places. 4 And Jehoash said to the priests, All the money of the
holy things, which comes into the house of the Lord, (the amount fixed for
every man's payment,) and all the money given by any man freely from the
impulse of his heart, 5 Let the priests take, every man from his friends and
neighbours, tomake goodwhat is damaged in the house, wherever it is to be
seen. 6But in the twenty-third year of King Jehoash, the priests hadnotmade
good the damaged parts of the house. 7Then King Jehoash sent for Jehoiada
the priest, and the other priests, and said to them, Why have you not made
good what is damaged in the house? now take no more money from your
neighbours, but give it for the building up of the house. 8So the priestsmade
an agreement to take nomoremoney from the people, and not tomake good
what was damaged in the house. 9But Jehoiada the priest took a chest, and
making a hole in the cover of it, put it by the altar, on the right sidewhen one
comes into the house of the Lord; and the priests who kept the door put in it
regularly all the money which was taken into the house of the Lord. 10And
when they saw that therewasmuchmoney in the chest, the king's scribe and
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the high priest came and put it in bags, noting the amount of all the money
there was in the house of the Lord. 11And the money which was measured
out they gave regularly to those who were responsible for overseeing the
work, and thesegave it inpayment to thewoodworkers and thebuilderswho
were working on the house of the Lord, 12And to the wall-builders and the
stone-cutters, and to getwood and cut stone for building up the broken parts
of the house of the Lord, and for everything needed to put the house in good
order. 13 But the money was not used for making silver cups or scissors or
basins or wind-instruments or any vessels of gold or silver for the house of
the Lord; 14 But it was all given to the workmen who were building up the
house. 15 And they did not get any statement of accounts from the men to
whom the money was given for the workmen, for they made use of it with
good faith. 16The money of the offerings for error and the sin-offerings was
not taken into the house of the Lord; it was the priests'. 17Then Hazael, king
of Aram, went up against Gath and took it; and his purpose was to go up to
Jerusalem. 18 Then Jehoash, king of Judah, took all the holy things which
Jehoshaphat and Jehoram and Ahaziah his fathers, the kings of Judah, had
given to the Lord, together with the things he himself had given, and all the
gold in the Temple store and in the king's house, and sent it toHazael, king of
Aram; andhewent away from Jerusalem. 19Now the rest of the acts of Joash,
and all he did, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of
Israel? 20And his servantsmade a secret design and put Joash to death at the
house of Millo on the way down to Silla. 21And Jozacar, the son of Shimeath,
and Jehozabad, the son of Shomer, his servants, came to him and put him to
death; and they put him into the earth with his fathers in the town of David;
and Amaziah his son became king in his place.

13
1 In the twenty-third year of Joash, the son of Ahaziah, king of Judah,

Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, became king over Israel in Samaria, ruling for
seventeen years. 2 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, copying the sins of
Jeroboam, the sonofNebat,whichhedid andmade Israel do; he didnot keep
himself from them. 3 So the wrath of the Lord was burning against Israel,
and he gave them up into the power of Hazael, king of Aram, and into the
power of Ben-hadad, the son of Hazael, again and again. 4 Then Jehoahaz
madeprayer to theLord, and theLordgaveear tohim, forhesawhowcruelly
Israelwas crushed by the king of Aram. 5 (And the Lord gave Israel a saviour,
so that they became free from the hands of the Aramaeans; and the children
of Israelwere living in their tents as in the past. 6But still they did not give up
the sin of Jeroboam, which hemade Israel do, but went onwith it; and there
was an image of Asherah in Samaria.) 7For out of all his army, Jehoahaz had
only fifty horsemen and ten carriages and ten thousand footmen; the king
of Aram had given them up to destruction, crushing them like dust. 8Now
the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz, and all he did, and his great power, are they
not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Israel? 9And Jehoahaz
went to restwithhis fathers, andwasput into theearth inSamaria; and Joash
his son became king in his place. 10 In the thirty-seventh year of the rule of
Joash, king of Judah, Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, became king over Israel in
Samaria, ruling for sixteen years. 11He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, not
turning away from the sin of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, which he did and
made Israel do, but he went on with it. 12Now the rest of the acts of Joash,
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and all he did, and the force with which he went to war against Amaziah,
king of Judah, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of
Israel? 13And Joashwent to restwithhis fathers and Jeroboam tookhis place
as king; and Joash was put into the earth in Samaria with the kings of Israel.
14Now Elisha became ill with the disease which was the cause of his death:
and Joash, king of Israel, came down to him, and weeping over him said,
My father, my father, the war-carriages of Israel and its horsemen! 15 Then
Elishasaid tohim,Takebowandarrows: andhe tookbowandarrows. 16And
he said to the king of Israel, Put your hand on the bow: and he put his hand
on it; and Elisha put his hands on the king's hands. 17 Then he said; Let the
window be open to the east: and he got it open. Then Elisha said, Let the
arrow go; and he let it go. And he said, The Lord's arrow of salvation, of
salvationoverAram; for youwill overcome theAramaeans inAphekandput
an end to them. 18And he said, Take the arrows: and he took them. And he
said to the king of Israel, Send them down into the earth; and he did so three
times and no more. 19 Then the man of God was angry with him and said,
If you had done it five or six times, then you would have overcome Aram
completely; but now youwill only overcome them three times. 20And death
came to Elisha and they put his body into the earth. Now in the spring of
the year, armed bands of Moabites frequently came, overrunning the land.
21And while they were putting a dead man into the earth, they saw a band
coming; and they put the man quickly into the place where Elisha's body
was; and the dead man, on touching Elisha's bones, came to life again, and
got up on his feet. 22 And Israel was crushed under the power of Hazael,
king of Aram, all the days of Jehoahaz. 23But the Lord was kind to them and
had pity on them, caring for them, because of his agreement with Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob; he would not put them to destruction or send them away
from before his face till now. 24Then Hazael, king of Aram, came to his end;
and Ben-hadad his son became king in his place. 25And Jehoash, the son of
Jehoahaz, took again fromBen-hadad, the son ofHazael, the townswhich he
had taken from Jehoahaz his father in war. Three times Jehoash overcame
him and got back the towns of Israel.

14
1 In the second year of Joash, son of Joahaz, king of Israel, Amaziah, the

son of Joash, became king of Judah. 2 He was twenty-five years old when
he became king; and he was ruling in Jerusalem for twenty-nine years; his
mother's name was Jehoaddin of Jerusalem. 3He did what was right in the
eyes of the Lord, though not like David his father; he did as Joash his father
had done. 4 But still the high places were not taken away; the people went
on making offerings and burning them in the high places. 5Now when he
became strong in the kingdom, straight away he put to death those servants
who had taken the life of the king his father; 6 But he did not put their
children to death; for the orders of the Lord recorded in the book of the law
of Moses say, The fathers are not to be put to death for the children, or the
children for their fathers; but a man is to be put to death for the sin which
he himself has done. 7He put to the sword twelve thousandmen of Edom in
the Valley of Salt, and took Sela in war, naming it Joktheel, as it is to this day.
8Then Amaziah sent representatives to Jehoash, the son of Jehoahaz, son of
Jehu, king of Israel, saying, Come, let us have a meeting face to face. 9 And
Jehoash, king of Israel, sent toAmaziah, king of Judah, saying, The thorn-tree
in Lebanon sent to the cedar in Lebanon, saying, Give your daughter to my
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son for awife: and a beast from thewoodland in Lebanonwent by, crushing
the thorn under his feet. 10 It is true that you have overcome Edom and your
heart is uplifted; let that glory be enough for you, and keep in your country;
why do you make causes of trouble, putting yourself, and Judah with you,
in danger of downfall? 11But Amaziah gave no attention. So Jehoash, king of
Israel,went up, andheandAmaziah, king of Judah, came face to face at Beth-
shemesh, which is in Judah. 12 And Judah was overcome before Israel, so
that they went in flight, every man to his tent. 13And Jehoash, king of Israel,
madeAmaziah, king of Judah, the son of Jehoash, son of Ahaziah, prisoner at
Beth-shemesh, and came to Jerusalem, and had the wall of Jerusalem pulled
down from the doorway of Ephraim to the door in the angle, four hundred
cubits. 14Andhe took all the gold and silver and all the vesselswhichwere in
the house of the Lord and in the store-house of the king, together with those
whose lives would be the price of broken faith, and went back to Samaria.
15 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash, and his power, and how he went to
war with Amaziah, king of Judah, are they not recorded in the book of the
history of the kings of Israel? 16 And Jehoash went to rest with his fathers,
andwas put into the earth in Samariawith the kings of Israel; and Jeroboam
his son became king in his place. 17Amaziah, the son of Joash, king of Judah,
went on living for fifteen years after the death of Jehoash, son of Jehoahaz,
king of Israel. 18And the rest of the acts of Amaziah, are they not recorded
in the book of the history of the kings of Judah? 19Now they made a secret
design against him in Jerusalem; and he went in flight to Lachish, but they
sent after him to Lachish and put him to death there. 20 And they took his
body on horseback and put it into the earth with his fathers in Jerusalem,
the town of David. 21 Then all the people of Judah took Azariah, who was
sixteen years old, and made him king in place of his father Amaziah. 22He
was the builder of Elath, which he got back for Judah after the death of the
king. 23 In the fifteenth year of the rule of Amaziah, son of Joash, king of
Judah, Jeroboam, the son of Joash, king of Israel, became king in Samaria,
ruling for forty-one years. 24He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, not turning
away from the sinwhich Jeroboam, the son ofNebat, did andmade Israel do.
25He got back the old limits of Israel from the way into Hamath to the sea of
the Arabah, as the Lord had said by his servant Jonah, the son of Amittai, the
prophet of Gath-hepher. 26 For the Lord saw how bitter was the trouble of
Israel, and that everyone was cut off, he who was shut up and he who went
free, and that Israel hadnohelper. 27And theLordhadnot said that thename
of Israel was to be taken away from the earth; but he gave them a saviour in
Jeroboam, the son of Joash. 28Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, and all
he did, and his power, and how he went to war with Damascus, causing the
wrath of the Lord to be turned away from Israel, are they not recorded in the
book of the history of the kings of Israel? 29And Jeroboamwent to rest with
his fathers, andwas put into the earthwith the kings of Israel; and Zechariah
his son became king in his place.

15
1 In the twenty-seventh year of the rule of Jeroboam, king of Israel,

Azariah, son of Amaziah, became king of Judah. 2He was sixteen years old
when he became king, and he was ruling in Jerusalem for fifty-two years;
his mother's name was Jecoliah of Jerusalem. 3 And he did what was right
in the eyes of the Lord, as his father Amaziah had done. 4 But he did not
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take away the high places, and the people still went onmaking offerings and
burning them in the high places. 5And the Lord sent disease on the king and
he became a leper, and to the day of his death he was living separately in his
private house. And Jotham his son was over his house, judging the people
of the land. 6 Now the rest of the acts of Azariah, and all he did, are they
not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah? 7And Azariah
went to restwithhis fathers andwasput into the earthwithhis fathers in the
town of David; and Jotham his son became king in his place. 8 In the thirty-
eighth year of Azaliah, king of Judah, Zechariah, son of Jeroboam, was king
over Israel for six months. 9 And he did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as his
father had done, not turning away from the sin which Jeroboam, the son of
Nebat, did and made Israel do. 10 And Shallum, the son of Jabesh, made a
secret designagainst him, and, attackinghim in Ibleam, puthim todeathand
becameking inhisplace. 11Nowtherest of theactsofZechariahare recorded
in the book of the history of the kings of Israel. 12Thiswaswhat the Lord had
said to Jehu, Your sons to the fourth generation will be kings of Israel. And
so it came about. 13 Shallum, the son of Jabesh, became king in the thirty-
ninth year of Uzziah, king of Judah; and he was ruling in Samaria for the
space of onemonth. 14ThenMenahem, the son of Gadi, went up fromTirzah
and came to Samaria, and attacking Shallum, son of Jabesh, in Samaria, put
him to death and made himself king in his place. 15Now the rest of the acts
of Shallum, and the secret design which he made, are recorded in the book
of the history of the kings of Israel. 16 Then Menahem sent destruction on
Tappuah and all the people in it, and its limits, from Tirzah, because they
would not let him come in; and he had all the women who were with child
cut open. 17 In the thirty-ninth year of Azariah, king of Judah, Menahem,
the son of Gadi, became king over Israel, and was ruling in Samaria for ten
years. 18He did evil in the eyes of the Lord; he did not keep himself from
the sin which Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, did and made Israel do. 19 In his
day, Pul, the king of Assyria, came up against the land; and Menahem gave
Pul a thousand talents of silver so that he might let him keep the kingdom.
20AndMenahem got themoney from Israel, from all themen of wealth, fifty
silver shekels from every man, to give to the king of Assyria. So the king of
Assyria went back without stopping in the land. 21Now the rest of the acts
of Menahem, and all he did, are they not recorded in the book of the history
of the kings of Israel? 22 And Menahem went to rest with his fathers; and
Pekahiah his son became king in his place. 23 In the fiftieth year of Azariah
king of Judah, Pekahiah, the son of Menahem, became king over Israel in
Samaria, ruling for two years. 24 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, not
turning from the sin which Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, did andmade Israel
do. 25 And Pekah, the son of Remaliah, his captain, made a secret design
against him, attacking him in the king's great house in Samaria; and with
him were fifty men of Gilead; and he put him to death and became king in
his place. 26Now the rest of the acts of Pekahiah, and all he did, are recorded
in the book of the history of the kings of Israel. 27 In the fifty-second year
of Azariah, king of Judah, Pekah, the son of Remaliah, became king over
Israel in Samaria, ruling for twenty years. 28He did evil in the eyes of the
Lord, not turning from the sin which Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, did and
made Israel do. 29 In the days of Pekah, king of Israel, Tiglath-pileser, king of
Assyria, came and took Ijon and Abel-beth-maacah and Janoah and Kedesh
and Hazor and Gilead and Galilee and all the land of Naphtali; and he took
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the people away to Assyria. 30 And Hoshea, the son of Elah, made a secret
design against Pekah, the son of Remaliah, and, attacking him, put him to
death and became king in his place, in the twentieth year of Jotham, the son
of Uzziah. 31Now the rest of the acts of Pekah, and all he did, are recorded in
the book of the history of the kings of Israel. 32 In the second year of Pekah,
the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, Jotham, the son of Uzziah, became king
of Judah. 33He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he was
ruling for sixteen years in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Jerusha,
the daughter of Zadok. 34And he did what was right in the eyes of the Lord,
as his father Uzziah had done. 35 But he did not take away the high places,
and the people still went on making offerings and burning them in the high
places. He was the builder of the higher doorway of the house of the Lord.
36Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all he did, are they not recorded in
the book of the history of the kings of Judah? 37 In those days the Lord first
sent against Judah, Rezin, the king of Aram, and Pekah, the son of Remaliah.
38And Jothamwent to rest with his fathers, andwas put into the earth in the
town of David his father; and Ahaz his son became king in his place.

16
1 In the seventeenth year of Pekah, the son of Remaliah, Ahaz, the son of

Jotham, became king of Judah. 2Ahazwas twenty years oldwhenhe became
king; he was ruling for sixteen years in Jerusalem. He did not do what was
right in the eyes of the Lord his God, as David his father did. 3 But he went
in the ways of the kings of Israel, and even made his son go through the
fire, copying the disgusting ways of the nations whom the Lord had sent out
of the land before the children of Israel. 4 And he made offerings, burning
them in the high places and on the hills and under every green tree. 5 Then
Rezin, king of Aram, and Pekah, son of Remaliah, king of Israel, came up to
Jerusalem to make war; and they made an attack on Ahaz, shutting him in,
but were not able to overcome him. 6At that time the king of Edom got Elath
back for Edom, and sent the Jews out of Elath; and the Edomites came back
to Elath where they are living to this day. 7 So Ahaz sent representatives to
Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria, saying, I amyour servant and your son; come
to my help against the kings of Aram and Israel who have taken up arms
against me. 8 And Ahaz took the silver and gold which were in the house
of the Lord and in the king's store-house, and sent them as an offering to the
king of Assyria. 9And the king of Assyria, in answer to his request, went up
against Damascus and took it, and took its people away as prisoners to Kir,
and put Rezin to death. 10 Then King Ahaz went to Damascus for a meeting
with Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria; and there he saw the altar which was
at Damascus; and King Ahaz sent to Urijah the priest a copy of the altar,
giving the design of it and all the details of its structure. 11And from the copy
King Ahaz sent fromDamascus, Urijahmade an altar and had it ready by the
time King Ahaz came back fromDamascus. 12Andwhen the king came from
Damascus, he saw the altar; and hewent up on it andmade an offering on it.
13Hemade his burned offering and his meal offering and his drink offering
there, draining out the blood of his peace-offerings on the altar. 14 And the
brass altar, which was before the Lord, he took from the front of the house,
from between his altar and the house of the Lord, and put it on the north
side of his altar. 15 And King Ahaz gave orders to Urijah the priest, saying,
Make the morning burned offering and the evening meal offering and the
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king's burned offering and meal offering, with the burned offerings of all
the people and their meal offerings and drink offerings, on the great altar,
and put on it all the blood of the burned offerings and of the beasts which
are offered; but the brass altar will be for my use to get directions from the
Lord. 16So Urijah the priest did everything as the king said 17And King Ahaz
took off the sides of thewheeled bases, and took down the greatwater-vessel
from off the brass oxen which were under it and put it on a floor of stone.
18 ***the house of the Lord, because of the king of Assyria. 19Now the rest of
the things which Ahaz did, are they not recorded in the book of the history
of the kings of Judah? 20And Ahaz went to rest with his fathers, andwas put
into the earth with his fathers in the town of David; and Hezekiah his son
became king in his place.

17
1 In the twelfthyearofAhaz, kingof Judah,Hoshea, the sonofElah, became

king over Israel in Samaria, ruling for nine years. 2He did evil in the eyes of
the Lord, though not like the kings of Israel before him. 3Against him came
up Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, and Hoshea became his servant and sent
himofferings. 4ButHoshea's broken faithbecameclear to thekingofAssyria
because he had sent representatives to So, king of Egypt, and did not send
his offering to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year: so the king
of Assyria had him shut up in prison and put in chains. 5 Then the king of
Assyriawent through all the land and cameup to Samaria, shutting it inwith
his forces for three years. 6 In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria
took Samaria, and took Israel away to Assyria, placing them in Halah and in
Habor on the river Gozan, and in the towns of the Medes. 7 And the wrath
of the Lord came on Israel because they had done evil against the Lord their
God,who took themout of the land of Egypt fromunder the yoke of Pharaoh,
king of Egypt, and had become worshippers of other gods, 8 Living by the
rules of the nations whom the Lord had sent out from before the children
of Israel. 9And the children of Israel did secretly against the Lord their God
things which were not right, building high places for themselves in all their
towns, from the tower of the watchmen to the walled town. 10 They put up
pillars of stone and wood on every high hill and under every green tree:
11 Burning their offerings in all the high places, as those nations did whom
the Lord sent away from before them; they did evil things, moving the Lord
towrath; 12And theymade themselves servants of disgusting things, though
the Lord had said, You are not to do this. 13 And he gave witness to Israel
and Judah, by every prophet and seer, saying, Come back from your evil
ways, and do my orders and keep my rules, and be guided by the law which
I gave to your fathers and sent to you by my servants the prophets. 14 And
they did not give ear, but became stiff-necked, like their fathers who had
no faith in the Lord their God. 15 And they went against his rules, and the
agreement which he made with their fathers, and his laws which he gave
them; they gave themselves up to thingswithout sense or value, and became
foolish like the nations round them, of whom the Lord had said, Do not as
theydo. 16And turning theirbacksonall theorderswhich theLordhadgiven
them, theymade for themselves images of metal, and the image of Asherah,
worshipping all the stars of heaven and becoming servants to Baal. 17And
theymade their sons and their daughters go through the fire, and theymade
use of secret arts and unnatural powers, and gave themselves up to doing
evil in the eyes of the Lord, till he was moved to wrath. 18 So the Lord was
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very angry with Israel, and his face was turned away from them: only the
tribe of Judah kept its place. 19 (But even Judah did not keep the orders of
the Lord their God, but were guided by the rules which Israel had made.
20 So the Lord would have nothing to do with all the offspring of Israel, and
sent trouble on them, and gave them up into the hands of their attackers, till
he had sent them away from before his face.) 21 For Israel was broken off
from the family of David, and they made Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, king,
who, driving them away from the laws of the Lord, made them do a great
sin. 22And the children of Israel went on with all the sins which Jeroboam
did; they did not keep themselves from them; 23Till the Lord put Israel away
frombefore his face, as he had said by all his servants the prophets. So Israel
was taken away from their land to Assyria, to this day. 24 Then the king of
Assyria tookmen fromBabylon and fromCuthah andAvva andHamath and
Sepharvaim, and put them in the towns of Samaria in place of the children
of Israel; so they got Samaria for their heritage, living in its towns. 25Now
when first they were living there they did not give worship to the Lord. So
theLord sent lionsamong them, causing thedeathof someof them. 26So they
said to the king of Assyria, The nations whom you have taken as prisoners
and put in the towns of Samaria, have no knowledge of the way of the god
of the land: so he has sent lions among them, causing their death, because
they have no knowledge of his way. 27Then the king of Assyria gave orders,
saying, Send there one of the priests whom you took away, and let him be
living there and teaching the people the way of the god of the land. 28 So
one of the priests whom they had taken away as a prisoner from Samaria
came back, and, living in Beth-el, became their teacher in theworship of the
Lord. 29 And every nation made gods for themselves, and put them in the
houses of the high places which the Samaritans had made, every nation in
the towns where they were living. 30 The men of Babylon made Succoth-
benoth, and the men of Cuth made Nergal, and the men of Hamath made
Ashima, 31 The Avvites made Nibhaz and Tartak, and the Sepharvites gave
their children tobeburned in thefire toAdrammelechandAnammelech, the
gods of Sepharvaim. 32So theywent onworshipping the Lord, andmade for
themselves, from among all the people, priests for the high places, to make
offerings for them in the houses of the high places. 33 They gave worship to
the Lord, but they gave honour to their gods like the nations did fromwhom
theyhadbeen takenasprisoners. 34So to thisday theygoon in theiroldways,
not worshipping the Lord or keeping his orders or his ways or the law and
the rule which the Lord gave to the children of Jacob, to whom he gave the
name Israel; 35And the Lord made an agreement with them and gave them
orders, saying, You are to have no other gods; you are not to give worship
to them or be their servants or make them offerings: 36 But the Lord, who
took you out of the land of Egypt with his great power and his outstretched
arm, he is your God, to whom you are to give worship and make offerings:
37And the rules and the orders and the law which he put in writing for you,
you are to keep and do for ever; you are to have no other gods. 38And you
are to keep inmemory the agreement which I havemade with you; and you
are to have no other gods. 39And you are to give worship to the Lord your
God; for it is he who will give you salvation from the hands of all who are
against you. 40But they gave no attention, but went on in their old way. 41So
these nations, worshipping the Lord, still were servants to the images they
hadmade; their children and their children's children did the same; as their
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fathers did, so do they, to this day.

18
1Now in the third year of Hoshea, son of Elah, king of Israel, Hezekiah, the

son of Ahaz, became king of Judah. 2He was twenty-five years old when he
became king, ruling in Jerusalem for twenty-nine years; his mother's name
was Abi, the daughter of Zechariah. 3He did what was right in the eyes of
the Lord as David his father had done. 4He had the high places taken away,
and the stone pillars broken to bits, and the Asherah cut down; and the brass
snakewhichMoses hadmadewas crushed to powder at his order, because in
those days the children of Israel had offerings burned before it, and he gave
it the name Nehushtan. 5He had faith in the Lord, the God of Israel; so that
therewasnoone likehimamongall the kings of Judahwhowerebeforehim.
6 For his heart was fixed on the Lord, not turning from his ways, and he did
his orderswhich theLord gave toMoses. 7And theLordwaswithhim; hedid
well in all his undertakings: and he took up arms against the king of Assyria
and was his servant no longer. 8He overcame the Philistines as far as Gaza
and its limits, from the tower of the watchman to the walled town. 9 Now
in the fourth year of King Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of Hoshea,
son of Elah, king of Israel, Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, came up against
Samaria, shutting it in with his armies. 10And at the end of three years they
took it; in the sixth year of Hezekiah's rule, which was the ninth year of
Hoshea, king of Israel, Samaria was taken. 11 And the king of Assyria took
Israel away as prisoners into Assyria, placing them in Halah and in Habor
on the river Gozan, and in the towns of the Medes; 12 Because they did not
give ear to the voice of the Lord their God, but went against his agreement,
even against everything ordered byMoses, the servant of the Lord, and they
did not give ear to it or do it. 13Now in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah,
Sennacherib, king of Assyria, came up against all the walled towns of Judah
and took them. 14And Hezekiah, king of Judah, sent to Lachish, to the king
of Assyria, saying, I have done wrong; give up attacking me, and whatever
you put on me I will undergo. And the payment he was to make was fixed
by the king of Assyria at three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents
of gold. 15 So Hezekiah gave him all the silver in the house of the Lord, and
in the king's store-house. 16 And at that time Hezekiah had the gold from
the doors of the Lord's house, and from the door-pillars plated by him, cut
off and gave it to the king of Assyria. 17 Then the king of Assyria sent the
Tartan and the Rab-saris and the Rab-shakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem, to
KingHezekiah,witha strong force. And theywentupandcame to Jerusalem,
and took up their position by the stream of the higher pool, by the highway
of the washerman's field. 18And they sent for the king, and Eliakim, the son
of Hilkiah, who was over the house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the
son of Asaph, the recorder, came out to them. 19 And the Rab-shakeh said
to them, Say now to Hezekiah, These are the words of the great king, the
king of Assyria: In what are you placing your hope? 20 You say you have a
design, and strength forwar, but these are onlywords. Now towhomare you
looking for support, that you have gone against my authority? 21 See, now,
you are basing your hope on that broken rod of Egypt, whichwill go through
a man's hand if he makes use of it for a support; for so is Pharaoh, king of
Egypt, to all who put their faith in him. 22And if you say to me, Our hope is
in the Lord our God: is it not he, whose high places and altars Hezekiah has
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taken away, saying to Judah and Jerusalem that worship may only be given
before this altar in Jerusalem? 23 And now, take a chance with my master,
the king of Assyria, and I will give you two thousand horses, if you are able
to put horsemen on them. 24How thenmay you put to shame the least of my
master's servants? and you have put your hope in Egypt for war-carriages
and horsemen: 25And have I now come up to send destruction on this place
without the Lord's authority? It was the Lord himself who said to me, Go
up against this land and make it waste. 26 Then Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah,
and Shebna and Joah said to the Rab-shakeh, Will you kindly make use of
the Aramaean language in talking to your servants, forwe are used to it, and
do not make use of the Jews' language in the hearing of the people on the
wall. 27 But the Rab-shakeh said to them, Is it to your master or to you that
my master has sent me to say these words? has he not sent me to the men
seated on the wall? for they are the people who will be short of food with
you when the town is shut in. 28Then the Rab-shakeh got up and said with a
loud voice in the Jews' language, Give ear to the words of the great king, the
king of Assyria; 29This is what the king says: Do not be tricked by Hezekiah,
for there is no salvation for you in him. 30And do not let Hezekiahmake you
put your faith in the Lord, saying, The Lord will certainly keep us safe, and
this town will not be given into the hands of the king of Assyria. 31 Do not
give ear to Hezekiah, for this is what the king of Assyria says: Make peace
with me and come out to me; and everyone will be free to take the fruit of
his vine and of his fig-tree, and the water of his spring; 32 Till I come and
take you away to a land like yours, a land of grain and wine, a land of bread
and vine-gardens, a land of oil-giving olives and of honey, so that life and
not death may be your fate. Give no attention to Hezekiah when he says to
you, The Lordwill keep us safe. 33Has any one of the gods of the nations kept
his land from falling into the hands of the king of Assyria? 34Where are the
gods of Hamath and of Arpad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim, of Hena
and Ivvah? have they kept Samaria out of my hands? 35Who among all the
gods of these countries have kept their country from falling into my hands,
to give cause for the thought that the Lord will keep Jerusalem from falling
intomy hands? 36But the people kept quiet and gave him no answer: for the
king's order was, Give him no answer. 37 Then Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah,
who was over the house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph,
the recorder, came to Hezekiah, with their clothing parted as a sign of grief,
and gave him an account of what the Rab-shakeh had said.

19
1And on hearing it, King Hezekiah took off his robe, and put on haircloth,

andwent into the house of the Lord. 2Andhe sent Eliakim,whowas over the
house, and Shebna the scribe, and the chief priests, dressed in haircloth, to
Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz. 3And they said to him, Hezekiah says,
This day is a day of trouble and punishment and shame; for the children are
ready to come to birth, but there is no strength to give birth to them. 4 It may
be that theLordyourGodwill give ear to thewords of theRab-shakeh,whom
the king of Assyria, his master, sent to say evil things against the living God,
and will make his words come to nothing: so then make your prayer for the
rest of the people. 5 So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 6And
Isaiah said to them, This iswhat you are to say to yourmaster: The Lord says,
Be not troubled by the words which the servants of the king of Assyria have
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said against me in your hearing. 7 See, I will put a spirit into him, and bad
news will come to his ears, and he will go back to his land; and there I will
have him put to death by the sword. 8 So the Rab-shakeh went back, and
when he got there the king of Assyria was making war against Libnah, for
it had come to his ears that he had gone away from Lachish. 9 And when
news came to him that Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, had made an attack on
him, he sent representatives to Hezekiah again, saying, 10 This is what you
are to say toHezekiah, kingof Judah: Let not yourGod, inwhomis your faith,
give you a false hope, saying, Jerusalem will not be given into the hands of
the king of Assyria. 11No doubt the story has come to your ears of what the
kings of Assyria have done to all lands, putting them to the curse; and will
you be kept safe? 12Did the gods of the nations keep safe those onwhommy
fathers sent destruction, Gozan and Haran and Rezeph and the children of
Eden who were in Telassar? 13Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of
Arpad, and the king of the townof Sepharvaim, ofHena and of Ivvah? 14And
Hezekiah took the letter from the hands of those who had come with it; and
after reading it, Hezekiahwentup to thehouseof theLord, opening the letter
therebefore theLord. 15AndHezekiahmadehisprayer to theLord, saying, O
Lord, theGodof Israel, seatedbetween thewingedones, youonlyare theGod
of all thekingdomsof theearth; youhavemadeheavenandearth. 16Let your
ear be turned to us, O Lord, and let your eyes be open, O Lord, and see; take
note of all thewords of Sennacheribwho has sentmen to say evil against the
livingGod. 17Truly, OLord, the kings ofAssyria havemadewaste thenations
and their lands, 18Andhavegiven their gods to thefire; for theywerenogods,
but wood and stone, the work of men's hands; so they have given them to
destruction. 19But now, O Lord our God, give us salvation fromhis hands, so
that it may be clear to all the kingdoms of the earth that you and only you, O
Lord, are God. 20Then Isaiah, the son of Amoz, sent to Hezekiah, saying, The
Lord, the God of Israel, says, The prayer which you havemade tome against
Sennacherib, king of Assyria, has come tomy ears. 21This is the wordwhich
the Lord has said about him: In the eyes of the virgin daughter of Zion you
are shamedand laughedat; thedaughterof Jerusalemhasmade sport of you.
22Againstwhomhaveyou said evil andbitter things? againstwhomhasyour
voice been loud and your eyes lifted up? even against the Holy One of Israel.
23 You have sent your servants with evil words against the Lord, and have
said, With all my war-carriages I have come up to the top of the mountains,
to the inmost parts of Lebanon; its tall cedars will be cut down, and the best
trees of itswoods; Iwill comeup into his highest places, into his thickwoods.
24 I have made water-holes and taken their waters, and with my foot I have
made all the rivers of Egypt dry. 25Has it not come to your ears how I did it
long before, purposing it in times long past? Now I have given effect to my
design, so that by you strong towns might be turned into masses of broken
walls. 26 This is why their townsmen had no power, they were broken and
put to shame; they were like the grass of the field and the green plant, like
grass on the house-tops. 27But I have knowledge of your getting up and your
resting, of your going out and your coming in. 28Because yourwrath against
me and your words of pride have come up to my ears, I will put my hook in
your nose and my cord in your lips, and I will make you go back by the way
you came. 29And this will be the sign to you: youwill get your food this year
fromwhat comes up of itself; and in the second year from the produce of the
same; and in the third year youwill put in your seed and get in the grain and
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make vine-gardens and take of their fruit. 30And those of Judahwho are still
living will again take root in the earth and give fruit. 31 For from Jerusalem
those who have been kept safe will go out, and those who are still living will
go out of Mount Zion: by the fixed purpose of the Lord of armies this will be
done. 32 For this cause the Lord says about the king of Assyria, He will not
come into this town, or send an arrow against it; he will not come before it
with arms, or put upanearthworkagainst it; 33By thewayhe camehewill go
back, and he will not get into this town, says the Lord. 34 For I will keep this
town safe, for my honour, and for the honour of my servant David. 35 And
that night the angel of the Lord went out and put to death in the army of the
Assyrians ahundredandeighty-five thousandmen; andwhen thepeople got
up early in the morning, there was nothing to be seen but dead bodies. 36 So
Sennacherib, king of Assyria, went back to his place at Nineveh. 37 And it
came about, when he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that
his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer put him to death with the sword; and
they went in flight into the land of Ararat. And Esar-haddon his son became
king in his place.

20
1 In thosedaysHezekiahwas ill andneardeath. And Isaiah theprophet, the

son of Amoz, came to him, and said to him, The Lord says, Put your house in
order, for your death is near. 2Then, turning his face to thewall, hemade his
prayer to theLord, saying, 3OLord, keep inmindhow Ihavebeen true to you
with all my heart, and have done what is good in your eyes. And Hezekiah
gave way to bitter weeping. 4Now before Isaiah had gone out of the middle
of the town, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, 5Go back and say to
Hezekiah, the ruler of my people, The Lord, the God of David your father,
says, Your prayer has come to my ears, and I have seen your weeping; see, I
will make you well: on the third day you will go up to the house of the Lord.
6 I will give you fifteen more years of life; and I will keep you and this town
safe from the hands of the king of Assyria; I will keep this town safe, for my
honour, and for the honour of my servant David. 7 Then Isaiah said, Take a
cake of figs. So they took it and put it on his wound, and he got better. 8And
Hezekiah said to Isaiah, What is to be the sign that the Lord will make me
well, and that I will go up to the house of the Lord on the third day? 9 And
Isaiah said, This is the sign the Lord will give you, that he will do what he
has said; will the shade go forward ten degrees or back? 10 And Hezekiah
said in answer, It is a simple thing for the shade to go forward; but let it go
back ten degrees. 11 Then Isaiah the prophet made prayer to the Lord, and
hemade the shade go back ten degrees from its position on the steps of Ahaz.
12At that time, Merodach-baladan, the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent
letterswith an offering toHezekiah, because he had news thatHezekiah had
been ill. 13 And Hezekiah was glad at their coming and let them see all his
store of wealth, the silver and the gold and the spices and the oil of great
price, and thehouseofhis arms, andeverything therewas inhis stores; there
was nothing in all his house or his kingdomwhichHezekiah did not let them
see. 14Then Isaiah the prophet came to KingHezekiah and said to him,What
did these men say and where did they come from? And Hezekiah said, They
came from a far country, even fromBabylon. 15And he said,What have they
seen in your house? And Hezekiah said in answer, They saw everything in
my house: there is nothing among my stores which I did not let them see.
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16 And Isaiah said to Hezekiah, Give ear to the word of the Lord. 17 Truly,
days are comingwhen everything in your house, andwhatever your fathers
have put in store till this day, will be taken away to Babylon: all will be gone,
says the Lord. 18 And your sons, the offspring of your body, they will take
away to be unsexed servants in the house of the king of Babylon. 19 Then
Hezekiah said to Isaiah, Good is the word of the Lord which you have said.
Then he said, ... if in my time there is peace and righteousness? 20Now the
rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and his power, and how he made the pool and
the stream, to take water into the town, are they not recorded in the book
of the history of the kings of Judah? 21 And Hezekiah went to rest with his
fathers; andManasseh his son became king in his place.

21
1Manassehwas twelve years oldwhen he became king; for fifty-five years

he was ruling in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Hephzi-bah. 2He
did evil in the eyes of the Lord, copying the disgusting ways of those nations
whom the Lord had sent out before the children of Israel. 3He put up again
thehighplaceswhichhadbeenpulleddownbyHezekiahhis father; hemade
altars for Baal, and an Asherah, as Ahab, king of Israel, had done; he was
a worshipper and servant of all the stars of heaven. 4And he put up altars
in the house of the Lord, of which the Lord had said, In Jerusalem will I
put my name. 5 And he put up altars for all the stars of heaven in the two
outer squares of the house of the Lord. 6 And he made his son go through
the fire, andmade use of secret arts and signs for reading the future; he gave
positions to those who had control of spirits and to wonder-workers; he did
much evil in the eyes of the Lord,moving him towrath. 7Heput the image of
Asherahwhichhehadmade in thehouse ofwhich theLordhad said toDavid
and to Solomon his son, In this house, and in Jerusalem, the town which I
have made mine out of all the tribes of Israel, I will put my name for ever.
8Andneveragainwill I send the feet of Israelwandering fromthe landwhich
I gave to their fathers; if only theywill take care to do allmy orders, and keep
all the law which my servant Moses gave them. 9 But they did not give ear;
and Manasseh made them do more evil than those nations did, whom the
Lord gave up to destruction before the children of Israel. 10 And the Lord
said, by his servants the prophets, 11 Because Manasseh, king of Judah, has
done these disgusting things, doing more evil than all the Amorites before
him, andmaking Judah do evil with his false gods, 12For this cause, says the
Lord, the God of Israel, I will send such evil on Jerusalem and Judah that the
ears of all to whom the news comes will be burning. 13And over Jerusalem
will be stretched the line of Samaria and the weight of Ahab; Jerusalemwill
bewashedcleanasaplate iswashed, and turnedoveron its face. 14And Iwill
put away fromme the rest of my heritage, and give them up into the hands
of their haters, who will take their property and their goods for themselves;
15 Because they have done evil in my eyes, moving me to wrath, from the
day when their fathers came out of Egypt till this day. 16 More than this,
Manasseh took the lives of upright men, till Jerusalem from one end to the
other was full of blood; in addition to his sin in making Judah do evil in the
eyes of the Lord. 17Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and all he did, and
his sins, are theynot recorded in thebookof thehistoryof thekings of Judah?
18SoManassehwent to restwithhis fathers, andwasput into the earth in the
garden of his house, in the garden of Uzza; andAmonhis son became king in
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his place. 19Amonwas twenty-two years oldwhen he became king, ruling in
Jerusalemfor twoyears; hismother'snamewasMeshullemeth, thedaughter
of Haruz of Jotbah. 20He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as Manasseh his
father had done. 21 He went in all the ways of his father, being a servant
and worshipper of the false gods to which his father had been a servant;
22 Turning away from the Lord, the God of his fathers, and not walking in
hisways. 23And the servants of Amonmade a secret design against him, and
put the king to death in his house. 24But the people of the land put to death
all those who had taken part in the design against the king, andmade Josiah
his son king in his place. 25Now the rest of the actswhich Amondid, are they
not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah? 26Hewas put in
his last resting-place in the garden of Uzza, and Josiah his son became king
in his place.

22
1 Josiah was eight years old when he became king; and he was ruling in

Jerusalem for thirty-one years; his mother's name was Jedidah, daughter of
Adaiah of Bozkath. 2He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, walking
in the ways of David his father, without turning to the right hand or to the
left. 3Now in the eighteenth year after he became king, Josiah sent Shaphan,
the son of Azaliah, the son ofMeshullam, the scribe, to the house of the Lord,
saying to him, 4 Go up to Hilkiah, the chief priest, and let him give out the
money which is taken into the house of the Lord, which the keepers of the
door have got together from the people; 5And let it be given to the overseers
of the work of the Lord's house, to give to the workmen who are making
good what was damaged in the house of the Lord; 6 To the woodworkers
and the builders and the stone-cutters; and for getting wood and cut stones
for the building up of the house. 7 They did not have to give any account
of the money which was handed to them, for they made use of it with good
faith. 8ThenHilkiah, the chief priest, said to Shaphan the scribe, I havemade
discovery of the book of the law in the house of the Lord. So Hilkiah gave
it to Shaphan; 9 Then, after reading it, Shaphan the scribe went in to the
king and gave him an account of what had been done, saying, Your servants
have given out the money which was in the house, and have given it to the
overseers of the work of the house of the Lord. 10 Then Shaphan the scribe
said to the king, Hilkiah the priest has given me a book; and he was reading
it before the king. 11And the king, hearing the words of the book of the law,
took his robe in his hands, violently parting it as a sign of his grief; 12 And
he gave orders to Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, and
Achbor, the son of Micaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the king's
servant, saying, 13 Go and get directions from the Lord for me and for the
people and for all Judah, about the words of this book which has come to
light; for great is the wrath of the Lord which is burning against us, because
our fathers have not given ear to the words of this book, to do all the things
which are recorded in it. 14 So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam and Achbor
and Shaphan and Asaiah, went to Huldah the woman prophet, the wife of
Shallum, the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the robes, (now she
was living in Jerusalem, in the second part of the town;) and they had talk
with her. 15 And she said to them, The Lord, the God of Israel, says, Say to
the man who sent you to me, 16 These are the words of the Lord: See, I will
send evil on this place and on its people, even everything which the king
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of Judah has been reading in the book; 17 Because they have given me up,
burning offerings to other gods and moving me to wrath by all the work of
their hands; so my wrath will be on fire against this place, and will not be
put out. 18 But to the king of Judah who sent you to get directions from the
Lord, say, This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, has said: As to the words
which have come to your ears, 19Because your heartwas soft, and youmade
yourself low beforeme, when you hadword of what I said against this place
and its people, that they would become a waste and a curse, and you gave
signs of grief, weeping before me: truly, I have given ear to you, says the
Lord. 20For this cause I will let you go to your fathers and be put in your last
resting-place in peace, and your eyeswill not see all the evilwhich Iwill send
on this place. So they took this news back to the king.

23
1Then the king sent and got together all the responsiblemen of Judah and

of Jerusalem. 2And thekingwentup to thehouseof theLord,withall themen
of Judah and all the people of Jerusalem, and the priests and the prophets
and all the people, small and great; and they were present at his reading
of the book of the law which had come to light in the house of the Lord.
3 And the king took his place by the pillar, and made an agreement before
the Lord, to go in the way of the Lord, and keep his orders and his decisions
and his rules with all his heart and all his soul, and to keep the words of the
agreement recorded in the book; and all the people gave their word to keep
the agreement. 4Then the king gave orders toHilkiah, the chief priest, and to
the priests of the second order, and to the keepers of the door, to take out of
the house of the Lord all the vessels made for Baal and for the Asherah and
for all the stars of heaven; and he had them burned outside Jerusalem in the
fields of Kidron, and took the dust of them to Beth-el. 5And he put an end to
the false priests, who had been put in their positions by the kings of Judah
to see to the burning of offerings in the high places in the towns of Judah
and the outskirts of Jerusalem, and all thosewhomade offerings to Baal and
to the sun and the moon and the twelve signs and all the stars of heaven.
6And he took the Asherah from the house of the Lord, outside Jerusalem to
the stream Kidron, burning it by the stream and crushing it to dust, and he
put the dust on the place where the bodies of the common people were put
to rest. 7And he had the houses pulled down of those whowere used for sex
purposes in the house of the Lord, wherewomenweremaking robes for the
Asherah. 8 And he made all the priests from the towns of Judah come into
Jerusalem, and hemade unclean the high places where the priests had been
burning offerings, from Geba to Beer-sheba; and he had the high places of
the evil spirits pulled downwhich were by the doorway of Joshua, the ruler
of the town, on the left side of the way into the town. 9 Still the priests of
the high places never came up to the altar of the Lord in Jerusalem; but they
took their food of unleavened bread among their brothers. 10And Topheth,
in the valley of the sons of Hinnom, he made unclean, so that no manmight
make his son or his daughter go through the fire to Molech. 11And he took
away thehorseswhich thekingsof Judahhadgiven to the sun, at theway into
the house of the Lord, by the room of Nathan-melech, the unsexed servant,
which was in the outer part of the building, and the carriages of the sun he
put on fire. 12And the altars on the roof of the high room of Ahaz, which the
kings of Judah had made, and the altars which Manasseh had made in the
two outer squares of the house of the Lord, were pulled down and crushed
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to bits, and the dust of themwas put into the stream Kidron. 13And the high
places before Jerusalem, on the south side of the mountain of destruction,
which Solomon, king of Israel, hadmade for Ashtoreth, the disgusting god of
the Zidonians, and for Chemosh, the disgusting godofMoab, and forMilcom,
the disgusting god of the children of Ammon, the king made unclean. 14The
stone pillars were broken to bits and the wood pillars cut down, and the
places where they had been were made full of the bones of the dead. 15And
the altar at Beth-el, and the high place put up by Jeroboam, the son of Nebat,
whomade Israel doevil, that altar and thathighplacewerepulleddown; and
the high placewas burned and crushed to dust and theAsherahwas burned.
16 Then Josiah, turning round, saw on the mountain the places of the dead,
and he sent and had the bones taken out of their places and burned on the
altar, so making it unclean, as the Lord had said by the man of God when
Jeroboam was in his place by the altar on that feast-day. And he, turning
his eyes to the resting-place of the man of God who had given word of these
things, said: 17What is that headstone I see over there? And the men of the
town said to him, It is the resting-place of the man of God who came from
Judah and gave word of all these things which you have done to the altar of
Beth-el. 18 So he said, Let him be; let not his bones be moved. So they let his
bones be with the bones of the prophet who came from Samaria. 19 Then
Josiah took away all the houses of the high places in the towns of Samaria,
which the kings of Israel had put up, moving the Lord to wrath, and he did
with them as he had done in Beth-el. 20And all the priests of the high places
there he put to death on the altars, burning the bones of the dead on them;
and then he went back to Jerusalem. 21 And the king gave orders to all the
people, saying, Keep the Passover to the Lord your God, as it says in this
book of the law. 22 Truly, such a Passover had not been kept in all the days
of the judges of Israel or of the kings of Israel or the kings of Judah; 23 In the
eighteenth year of the rule of King Josiah this Passover was kept to the Lord
in Jerusalem. 24 And all those who had control of spirits, and the wonder-
workers, and the images, and the false gods, and all the disgusting things
which were seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, Josiah put away,
so that he might give effect to the words of the agreement recorded in the
book which Hilkiah the priest made discovery of in the house of the Lord.
25Never before had there been a king like him, turning to the Lord with all
his heart andwith all his soul andwith all his power, as the lawofMoses says;
and after him there was no king like him. 26 But still the heat of the Lord's
wrath was not turned back from Judah, because of all Manasseh had done
in moving him to wrath. 27And the Lord said, I will send Judah away from
beforemy face, as I have sent Israel; I will have nothingmore to dowith this
town, which I hadmademine, even Jerusalem, and the holy house of which
I said, My namewill be there. 28Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all he
did, are they not recorded in the book of the history of the kings of Judah?
29 In his days, Pharaoh-necoh, king of Egypt, sent his armies against the king
of Assyria to the river Euphrates; and King Josiah went out against him; and
he put him to death at Megiddo, when he had seen him. 30And his servants
took his body in a carriage fromMegiddo to Jerusalem, and put him into the
earth there. And the people of the land took Jehoahaz, the son of Josiah, and
put the holy oil on him andmade him king in place of his father. 31 Jehoahaz
was twenty-three years old when he became king, ruling in Jerusalem for
three months; his mother's name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah
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of Libnah. 32 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as his fathers had done.
33 And Pharaoh-necoh put him in chains at Riblah in the land of Hamath,
so that he might not be king in Jerusalem; and took from the land a tax of
a hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold. 34Then Pharaoh-necohmade
Eliakim, the son of Josiah, king in place of Josiah his father, changing his
name to Jehoiakim; but Jehoahaz he took away to Egypt, where he was till
his death. 35And Jehoiakim gave the silver and gold to Pharaoh, taxing the
land by his orders to get the money; the people of the land had to give silver
and gold, everyone as hewas taxed, tomake the payment to Pharaoh-necoh.
36 Jehoiakimwas twenty-five years old when he became king; he was ruling
in Jerusalem for eleven years; hismother's namewas Zebidah, the daughter
of Pedaiah of Rumah. 37He did evil in the eyes of the Lord as his fathers had
done.

24
1 In his days, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came up and Jehoiakim

was his servant for three years; then he took up arms against him. 2And the
Lordsentagainsthimbandsof theChaldaeansandof theEdomitesandof the
Moabites and of the children of Ammon; sending them against Judah for its
destruction, as he had said by his servants the prophets. 3Only by the word
of the Lord did this fate come on Judah, to take them away from before his
face; because of the sins of Manasseh and all the evil he did; 4And because
of the death of those who had done no wrong, for he made Jerusalem full
of the blood of the upright; and the Lord had no forgiveness for it. 5 Now
the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and all he did, are they not recorded in the
book of the history of the kings of Judah? 6So Jehoiakimwent to restwith his
fathers; and Jehoiachin his son became king in his place. 7And the king of
Egypt did not come out of his land again, for the king of Babylon had taken
all his country, from the stream of Egypt to the river Euphrates. 8 Jehoiachin
was eighteen years old when he became king, he was ruling in Jerusalem
for three months, and his mother's name was Nehushta, the daughter of
Elnathan of Jerusalem. 9He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as his father had
done. 10 At that time the armies of Nebuchadnezzar came up to Jerusalem
and the town was shut in on every side. 11 And Nebuchadnezzar, king of
Babylon, came there, while his servants were shutting in the town; 12 Then
Jehoiachin, king of Judah, went out to the king of Babylon, with his mother
and his servants and his chiefs and his unsexed servants; and in the eighth
year of his rule the king of Babylon took him. 13 And he took away all the
storedwealth of the Lord's house, and the goods from the king's store-house,
cutting up all the gold vesselswhich Solomon, king of Israel, hadmade in the
house of the Lord, as the Lord had said. 14And he took away all the people of
Jerusalem and all the chiefs and all the men of war, ten thousand prisoners;
and all the expert workmen and the metal-workers; only the poorest sort of
the people of the landwere not taken away. 15He took Jehoiachin a prisoner
to Babylon, with his mother and his wives and his unsexed servants and
the great men of the land; he took them all as prisoners from Jerusalem to
Babylon. 16And all themen of war, seven thousand of them, and a thousand
expert workmen and metal-workers, all of them strong and able to take
up arms, the king of Babylon took away as prisoners into Babylon. 17 And
the king of Babylon made Mattaniah, his father's brother, king in place of
Jehoiachin, changing his name to Zedekiah. 18 Zedekiah was twenty-one
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years old when he became king, and he was king in Jerusalem for eleven
years; his mother's name was Hamutal, daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.
19He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as Jehoiakim had done. 20And because
of the wrath of the Lord, this came about in Jerusalem and Judah, till he had
sent them all away from before him: and Zedekiah took up arms against the
king of Babylon.

25
1Now in the ninth year of his rule, on the tenth day of the tenth month,

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came against Jerusalemwith all his army
and took up his position before it, building earthworks all round the town.
2 And the town was shut in by their forces till the eleventh year of King
Zedekiah. 3Now on the ninth day of the fourth month, the store of food in
the town was almost gone, so that there was no food for the people of the
land. 4 So an opening was made in the wall of the town, and all the men
of war went in flight by night through the doorway between the two walls
which was by the king's garden; (now the Chaldaeans were stationed round
the town:) and the king went by the way of the Arabah. 5But the Chaldaean
army went after the king, and overtook him in the lowlands of Jericho, and
all his army went in flight from him in every direction. 6And they made the
king a prisoner and tookhimup to the king of Babylon at Riblah to be judged.
7And theyput the sonsofZedekiah todeathbeforehis eyes, and then theyput
out his eyes, and chaining him with iron bands, took him to Babylon. 8Now
in the fifthmonth, on the seventh day of themonth, in the nineteenth year of
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed
men, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem; 9And he had the
house of the Lord and the king's house and all the houses of Jerusalem, even
every great house, burned with fire; 10And the walls round Jerusalemwere
broken down by the Chaldaean army which was with the captain. 11 And
the rest of the people who were still in the town, and all those who had
given themselves up to the king of Babylon, and all the rest of the workmen,
Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men, took away as prisoners; 12But
he let the poorest of the land go on living there, to take care of the vines and
the fields. 13And the brass pillars in the house of the Lord, and the wheeled
bases, and the great brasswater-vessel in thehouse of the Lord,were broken
up by the Chaldaeans, who took the brass to Babylon. 14And the pots and the
spades and the scissors for the lights and the spoons, and all the brass vessels
used in the Lord's house, they took away. 15And thefire-trays and the basins;
the gold of the gold vessels and the silver of the silver vessels, were all taken
away by the captain of the armed men. 16 The two pillars, the great water-
vessel and thewheeled bases, which Solomon hadmade for the house of the
Lord: the brass of all these vessels was without weight. 17One of the pillars
was eighteen cubits high, with a crown of brass on it; the crown was three
cubits high, circled with a network and apples all of brass; and the second
pillar had the same. 18And the captain of the armed men took Seraiah, the
chief priest, and Zephaniah, the second priest, and the three door-keepers;
19And from the town he took the unsexed servant who was over the men of
war, and five of the king's near friends whowere in the town, and the scribe
of the captain of the army, whowas responsible for getting the people of the
land together in military order, and sixty men of the people of the land who
were in the town. 20TheseNebuzaradan, the captain of the armedmen, took
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with him to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 21 And the king of Babylon put
them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah was taken away
prisoner from his land. 22As for the people who were still living in the land
of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, did not take away, he
made Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, ruler over them.
23Now the captains of the armed forces, hearing that the king of Babylonhad
made Gedaliah ruler, came with their men to Gedaliah at Mizpah; Ishmael,
the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan, the son of Kareah, and Seraiah, the son
of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah, the son of the Maacathite,
came with all their men. 24 Then Gedaliah gave his oath to them and their
men, saying, Have no fear because of the servants of the Chaldaeans; go
on living in the land under the rule of the king of Babylon, and all will be
well. 25 But in the seventh month, Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, the son
of Elishama, of the king's seed, came with ten men and made an attack on
Gedaliah, causing his death and the death of the Jews and the Chaldaeans
who were with him at Mizpah. 26 Then all the people, small and great, and
the captains of the forces, got up and went away to Egypt, for fear of the
Chaldaeans. 27And in the thirty-seventh year after Jehoiachin, king of Judah,
had been taken prisoner, in the twelfthmonth, on the twenty-seventh day of
the month, Evil-merodach, king of Babylon, in the first year of his rule, took
Jehoiachin, king of Judah, out of prison; 28And said kind words to him, and
put his seat higher than the seats of the other kings who were with him in
Babylon. 29And his prison clothing was changed, and he was a guest at the
king's table every day for the rest of his life. 30And for his food, the king gave
him a regular amount every day for the rest of his life.
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The First Book of Chronicles
1 Adam, Seth, Enosh; 2 Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared, 3 Enoch, Methuselah,

Lamech; 4 Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 5 The sons of Japheth: Gomer
and Magog and Madai and Javan and Tubal and Meshech and Tiras. 6And
the sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz and Diphath and Togarmah. 7And the sons of
Javan: Elishah and Tarshish, Kittim and Rodanim. 8 The sons of Ham: Cush
and Egypt, Put and Canaan. 9 And the sons of Cush: Seba and Havilah and
Sabta and Raama and Sabteca. And the sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan.
10And Cush was the father of Nimrod: he was the first to be a great man in
the earth. 11And Egyptwas the father of the Ludim and the Anamim and the
Lehabimand theNaphtuhim 12And the Pathrusimand the Casluhimand the
Caphtorim (fromwhom came the Philistines). 13And Canaanwas the father
of Zidon, his oldest son, and Heth, 14And the Jebusite and the Amorite and
the Girgashite, 15 And the Hivite and the Arkite and the Sinite, 16 And the
Arvadite and the Zemarite and the Hamathite. 17 The sons of Shem: Elam
and Asshur and Arpachshad and Lud and Aram and Uz and Hul and Gether
and Meshech. 18And Arpachshad was the father of Shelah, and Shelah was
the father of Eber. 19 And Eber had two sons: the name of the one was
Peleg, because in his days a divisionwasmade of the earth; and his brother's
namewas Joktan. 20And Joktanwas the father of Almodad and Sheleph and
Hazarmaveth and Jerah 21 And Hadoram and Uzal and Diklah 22 And Ebal
and Abimael and Sheba 23And Ophir and Havilah and Jobab. All these were
the sons of Joktan. 24Shem, Arpachshad, Shelah, 25Eber, Peleg, Reu, 26Serug,
Nahor, Terah, 27Abram (that is Abraham). 28The sons of Abraham: Isaac and
Ishmael. 29These are their generations: the oldest son of Ishmael, Nebaioth;
then Kedar and Adbeel and Mibsam, 30Mishma and Dumah, Massa, Hadad
and Tema, 31 Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. These are the sons of Ishmael.
32And the sons of Keturah, Abraham's servant-wife: she was the mother of
Zimran and Jokshan and Medan and Midian and Ishbak and Shuah. And
the sons of Jokshan: Sheba and Dedan. 33 And the sons of Midian: Ephah
and Epher and Hanoch and Abida and Eldaah. All these were the sons of
Keturah. 34 And Abraham was the father of Isaac. The sons of Isaac: Esau
and Israel. 35 The sons of Esau: Eliphaz, Reuel and Jeush and Jalam and
Korah. 36 The sons of Eliphaz: Teman and Omar, Zephi and Gatam, Kenaz
and Timna and Amalek. 37The sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah and
Mizzah. 38And the sons of Seir: Lotan and Shobal and Zibeon and Anah and
DishonandEzer andDishan. 39And the sonsof Lotan: Hori andHomam; and
Timna was Lotan's sister. 40 The sons of Shobal: Alian and Manahath and
Ebal, Shephi and Onam. And the sons of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah. 41The sons
of Anah: Dishon. And the sons of Dishon: Hamran and Eshban and Ithran
and Cheran. 42 The sons of Ezer: Bilhan and Zaavan, Jaakan. The sons of
Dishan: Uz and Aran. 43Now these are the kingswhowere ruling in the land
of Edom, before there was any king over Israel: Bela, the son of Beor; his
townwasnamedDinhabah. 44Athisdeath, Jobab, the sonofZerahofBozrah,
became king in his place. 45 At the death of Jobab, Husham, from the land
of the Temanites, became king in his place. 46And at the death of Husham,
Hadad, the son of Bedad, who overcameMidian in the field ofMoab, became
king; his town was named Avith. 47 And at the death of Hadad, Samlah of
Masrekah became king in his place. 48And at the death of Samlah, Shaul of
Rehoboth by the river became king in his place, 49And at the death of Shaul,
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Baal-hanan, the son of Achbor, became king in his place. 50And at the death
of Baal-hanan,Hadadbecameking inhis place; his townwasnamedPai, and
his wife's namewasMehetabel, the daughter ofMatred, the daughter ofMe-
zahab. 51AndHadad came tohis end. Now the chiefs of Edomwere: the chief
of Timna, the chief of Aliah, the chief of Jetheth, 52The chief of Oholibamah,
the chief of Elah, the chief of Pinon, 53The chief of Kenaz, the chief of Teman,
the chief of Mibzar, 54 The chief of Magdiel, the chief of Iram. These are the
chiefs of Edom.

2
1 These are the sons of Israel: Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah, Issachar

and Zebulun; 2 Dan, Joseph and Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 3 The
sons of Judah: Er and Onan and Shelah; these three were his sons by
Bathshua, the Canaanite woman. And Er, Judah's oldest son, did evil in the
eyes of the Lord; and he put him to death. 4And Tamar, his daughter-in-law,
had Perez and Zerah by him. All the sons of Judah were five. 5 The sons of
Perez: Hezron and Hamul. 6 And the sons of Zerah: Zimri and Ethan and
Heman and Calcol and Dara; five of them. 7And the sons of Carmi: Achan,
the troubler of Israel, who did wrong about the cursed thing. 8 And the
son of Ethan: Azariah. 9And the sons of Hezron, the offspring of his body:
Jerahmeel andRamandChelubai. 10AndRamwas the fatherofAmminadab;
and Amminadab was the father of Nahshon, chief of the children of Judah;
11And Nahshon was the father of Salma, and Salma was the father of Boaz,
12And Boaz was the father of Obed, and Obed was the father of Jesse, 13And
Jesse was the father of Eliab, his oldest son, and Abinadab, the second, and
Shimea, the third, 14 Nethanel, the fourth, Raddai, the fifth, 15 Ozem, the
sixth, David, the seventh; 16And their sisters were Zeruiah and Abigail. And
Zeruiah had three sons: Abishai and Joab andAsahel. 17AndAbigail was the
mother of Amasa; and the father of Amasa was Jether the Ishmaelite. 18And
Caleb, the son of Hezron, had children by Azubah his wife, the daughter of
Jerioth; and thesewere her sons: Jesher and Shobab and Ardon. 19And after
the death of Azubah, Caleb took as his wife Ephrath, who was the mother
of Hur. 20And Hur was the father of Uri; and Uri was the father of Bezalel.
21 And after that, Hezron had connection with the daughter of Machir, the
father of Gilead, whom he took as his wife when he was sixty years old;
and she had Segub by him. 22 And Segub was the father of Jair, who had
twenty-three towns in the land of Gilead. 23And Geshur and Aram took the
tent-towns of Jair from them, with Kenath and the small places round it,
even sixty towns. All these were the sons of Machir, the father of Gilead.
24 And after the death of Hezron, Caleb had connection with Ephrath, his
father Hezron's wife, and she gave birth to his son Asshur, the father of
Tekoa. 25 And the sons of Jerahmeel, the oldest son of Hezron, were Ram,
the oldest, and Bunah and Oren and Ozem and Ahijah. 26 And Jerahmeel
had another wife, whose name was Atarah: she was the mother of Onam.
27 And the sons of Ram, the oldest son of Jerahmeel, were Maaz and Jamin
and Eker. 28 And the sons of Onam were Shammai and Jada; and the sons
of Shammai: Nadab and Abishur. 29 And the name of Abishur's wife was
Abihail; and she had Ahban and Molid by him. 30 And the sons of Nadab:
Seled and Appaim; but Seled came to his end without sons. 31And the sons
of Appaim: Ishi. And the sons of Ishi: Sheshan. And the sons of Sheshan:
Ahlai. 32And the sons of Jada, the brother of Shammai: Jether and Jonathan;
and Jether came to his endwithout sons. 33And the sons of Jonathan: Peleth
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and Zaza. These were the sons of Jerahmeel. 34Now Sheshan had no sons,
but only daughters. And Sheshanhad anEgyptian servant, whose namewas
Jarha. 35And Sheshan gave his daughter to Jarha, his servant, as a wife; and
she had Attai by him. 36And Attai was the father of Nathan, and Nathanwas
the fatherof Zabad, 37AndZabadwas the fatherofEphlal, andEphlalwas the
father ofObed, 38AndObedwas the father of Jehu, and Jehuwas the father of
Azariah, 39And Azariah was the father of Helez, and Helez was the father of
Eleasah, 40AndEleasahwas the father of Sismai, andSismaiwas the father of
Shallum, 41And Shallum was the father of Jekamiah, and Jekamiah was the
father of Elishama. 42And the sons of Caleb, the brother of Jerahmeel, were
Mareshah, his oldest son, who was the father of Ziph and Hebron. 43 And
the sons of Hebron: Korah and Tappuah and Rekem and Shema. 44 And
Shema was the father of Raham, the father of Jorkeam, and Rekem was the
father of Shammai. 45 And the son of Shammai was Maon; and Maon was
the father of Beth-zur. 46 And Ephah, Caleb's servant-wife, had Haran and
Moza and Gazez; and Haran was the father of Gazez. 47 And the sons of
Jahdai: Regem and Jotham and Geshan and Pelet and Ephah and Shaaph.
48 Maacah, Caleb's servant-wife, was the mother of Sheber and Tirhanah,
49 And Shaaph, the father of Madmannah, Sheva, the father of Machbena
and the father of Gibea; and Caleb's daughter was Achsah. These were the
sons of Caleb. 50 The sons of Hur, the oldest son of Ephrathah; Shobal, the
father of Kiriath-jearim, 51 Salma, the father of Beth-lehem, Hareph, the
father of Beth-gader. 52 And Shobal, the father of Kiriath-jearim, had sons:
Haroeh, half of the Manahathites. 53And the families of Kiriath-jearim: the
Ithrites and the Puthites and the Shumathites and theMishraites; from them
came the Zorathites and the Eshtaolites. 54 The sons of Salma: Beth-lehem
and the Netophathites, Atroth-beth-Joab and half of the Manahathites, the
Zorites. 55And the families of scribeswhowere livingat Jabez: theTirathites,
the Shimeathites, the Sucathites. These are the Kenites, the offspring of
Hammath, the father of the family of Rechab.

3
1 Now these were David's sons, whose birth took place in Hebron: the

oldest Amnon, by Ahinoam of Jezreel; the second Daniel, by Abigail the
Carmelite woman; 2 The third Absalom, the son of Maacah, the daughter of
Talmai, king of Geshur; the fourth Adonijah, the son of Haggith; 3 The fifth
Shephatiah, by Abital; the sixth Ithream, by Eglah his wife. 4 He had six
sons in Hebron; he was ruling there for seven years and six months, and
in Jerusalem for thirty-three years. 5 And in Jerusalem he had four sons,
Shimea and Shobab and Nathan and Solomon, by Bath-shua, the daughter
of Ammiel; 6And Ibhar and Elishama and Eliphelet 7AndNogah andNepheg
and Japhia 8AndElishamaandEliadaandEliphelet, nine. 9All thesewere the
sons of David, in addition to the sons of his servant-wives; and Tamar was
their sister. 10 And Solomon's son was Rehoboam, Abijah was his son, Asa
his son, Jehoshaphat his son, 11 Joramhis son, Ahaziah his son, Joash his son,
12Amaziahhis son, Azariahhis son, Jothamhis son, 13Ahazhis son,Hezekiah
his son, Manasseh his son, 14 Amon his son, Josiah his son. 15 And the sons
of Josiah: the oldest Johanan, the second Jehoiakim, the third Zedekiah, the
fourth Shallum. 16 And the sons of Jehoiakim: Jeconiah his son, Zedekiah
his son. 17 And the sons of Jeconiah, who was taken prisoner: Shealtiel his
son, 18AndMalchiram and Pedaiah and Shenazzar, Jekamiah, Hoshama and
Nedabiah. 19And the sons of Pedaiah: Zerubbabel and Shimei; and the sons
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of Zerubbabel: Meshullam and Hananiah; and Shelomith was their sister;
20AndHashubah andOhel and Berechiah andHasadiah, Jushab-hesed, five.
21And the sonsofHananiah: Pelatiahand Jeshaiah; the sonsofRephaiah, the
sons of Arnan, the sons of Obadiah, the sons of Shecaniah. 22And the sons
of Shecaniah: Shemaiah; and the sons of Shemaiah: Hattush and Igal and
Bariah and Neariah and Shaphat, six. 23 And the sons of Neariah: Elioenai
and Hizkiah and Azrikam, three. 24And the sons of Elioenai: Hodaviah and
Eliashib and Pelaiah and Akkub and Johanan andDelaiah and Anani, seven.

4
1 The sons of Judah: Perez, Hezron and Carmi and Hur and Shobal. 2And

Reaiah, the son of Shobal, was the father of Jahath; and Jahathwas the father
of Ahumai and Lahad. These are the families of the Zorathites. 3And these
were the sons of Hur, the father of Etam: Jezreel and Ishma and Idbash, and
the name of their sister was Hazzelelponi; 4And Penuel, the father of Gedor,
and Ezer, the father of Hushah. These are the sons of Hur, the oldest son
of Ephrathah, the father of Beth-lehem. 5 And Ashhur, the father of Tekoa,
had two wives, Helah and Naarah. 6And Naarah had Ahuzzam by him, and
Hepher and Temeni and Haahashtari. These were the sons of Naarah. 7And
the sons of Helah were Zereth, Izhar and Ethnan. 8And Koz was the father
of Anub and Zobebah, and the families of Aharhel the son of Harum. 9And
Jabez was honoured more than his brothers; but his mother had given him
thename Jabez, saying, Because I gavebirth tohimwith sorrow. 10And Jabez
made a prayer to the God of Israel, saying, If only you would truly give me a
blessing, and make wider the limits of my land, and let your hand be with
me, and keep me from evil, so that I may not be troubled by it! And God
gave him his desire. 11 And Chelub, the brother of Shuhah, was the father
of Mehir, who was the father of Eshton. 12 And Eshton was the father of
Bethrapha and Paseah and Tehinnah, the father of Ir-nahash. These are
the men of Recah. 13 And the sons of Kenaz: Othniel and Seraiah; and the
sons of Othniel: Hathath. 14And Meonothai was the father of Ophrah; and
Seraiah was the father of Joab, the father of Ge-harashim; they were expert
workmen. 15 And the sons of Caleb, the son of Jephunneh: Iru, Elah, and
Naam; and the son of Elah: Kenaz. 16 And the sons of Jehallelel: Ziph and
Ziphah, Tiria and Asarel. 17 And the sons of Ezrah: Jether and Mered and
Epher and Jalon; and these are the sons of Bithiah, the daughter of Pharaoh,
the wife of Mered. And she became the mother of Miriam and Shammai
and Ishbah, the father of Eshtemoa. 18 And his wife, a woman of the tribe
of Judah, became the mother of Jered, the father of Gedor, and Heber, the
father of Soco, and Jekuthiel, the father of Zanoah. 19And the sons of thewife
of Hodiah, the sister of Naham, were the father of Keilah the Garmite, and
Eshtemoa the Maacathite. 20 And the sons of Shimon: Amnon and Rinnah,
Ben-hanan and Tilon. And the sons of Ishi: Zoheth; and the son of Zoheth. ...
21 The sons of Shelah, the son of Judah: Er, the father of Lecah, and Laadah,
the father of Mareshah, and the families of those who made delicate linen,
of the family of Ashbea; 22And Jokim, and themen of Cozeba, and Joash and
Saraph, who were rulers in Moab, and went back to Beth-lehem. And the
records are very old. 23These were the potters, and the people living among
planted fields with walls round them; they were there to do the king's work.
24The sons of Simeon: Nemuel and Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, Shaul; 25Shallumhis
son, Mibsam his son, Mishma his son. 26And the sons of Mishma: Hammuel
his son, Zaccurhis son, Shimeihis son. 27AndShimeihadsixteensonsandsix
daughters, but his brothers had only a small number of children, and their
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family was not as fertile as the children of Judah. 28 And they were living
at Beer-sheba and Moladah and Hazar-shual, 29And at Bilhah, and at Ezem,
and at Tolad, 30And at Bethuel, and at Hormah, and at Ziklag, 31And at Beth-
marcaboth, and at Hazarsusim, and at Beth-biri, and at Shaaraim. These
were their towns tillDavidbecameking. 32And their small townswereEtam,
Ain, Rimmon, and Tochen and Ashan, five towns; 33And all the small places
round these towns, as far as Baalath-beer, the high place of the South. These
were their living-places, and they have lists of their generations. 34 And
Meshobab and Jamlech and Joshah, the sonofAmaziah, 35And Joel and Jehu,
the son of Joshibiah, the son of Seraiah, the son of Asiel, 36And Elioenai and
Jaakobah and Jeshohaiah and Asaiah and Adiel and Jesimiel and Benaiah,
37And Ziza, the son of Shiphi, the son of Allon, the son of Jedaiah, the son of
Shimri, the sonof Shemaiah; 38These,whosenames are given,were chiefs in
their families, and their families became very great in number. 39And they
went to the opening into Gedor, as far as the east side of the valley, in search
of grass-land for their flocks. 40 And they came to some good fertile grass-
land, inawidequiet countryofpeace-lovingpeople; for thepeoplewhowere
living there before were of the offspring of Ham. 41And these whose names
are given came in thedays ofHezekiah, king of Judah, andmade anattack on
the Meunim who were living there, and put an end to them to this day, and
took their place, because there was grass there for their flocks. 42And some
of them, five hundred of the sons of Simeon, went to the hill-country of Seir,
with Pelatiah and Neariah and Rephaiah and Uzziel, the sons of Ishi, at their
head. 43And they put to death the rest of the Amalekites who had got away
safely, andmade it their living-place to this day.

5
1 And the sons of Reuben, the oldest son of Israel, (for he was the oldest

son, but, because hemade his father's bride-bed unclean, his birthright was
given to the sons of Joseph, the son of Israel; but he is not to be given the
place of the oldest. 2 Though Judah became stronger than his brothers, and
from him came the ruler, the birthright was Joseph's:) 3The sons of Reuben,
the oldest son of Israel: Hanoch and Pallu, Hezron and Carmi. 4 The sons of
Joel: Shemaiah his son, Gog his son, Shimei his son, 5Micah his son, Reaiah
his son, Baal his son, 6Beerah his son, whom Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria,
took away as a prisoner: he was chief of the Reubenites. 7And his brothers
by their families, when the list of their generations was made up: the chief,
Jeiel, and Zechariah, 8And Bela, the son of Azaz, the son of Shema, the son
of Joel, who was living in Aroer, as far as Nebo and Baal-meon; 9And to the
east his limits went as far as the starting point of the waste land, ending at
the river Euphrates, because their cattle were increased in number in the
land of Gilead. 10 And in the days of Saul they made war on the Hagarites,
and overcame them; and they put up their tents through all the land east
of Gilead. 11 And the sons of Gad were living opposite to them, in the land
of Bashan as far as Salecah: 12 Joel the chief, and Shapham the second, and
Janai and Shaphat in Bashan; 13And their brothers, the men of their family:
Michael and Meshullam and Sheba and Jorai and Jacan and Zia and Eber,
seven of them. 14 These were the sons of Abihail, the son of Huri, the son
of Jaroah, the son of Gilead, the son of Michael, the son of Jeshishai, the son
of Jahdo, the son of Buz; 15 Ahi, the son of Abdiel, the son of Guni, head of
their families. 16And theywere living in Gilead in Bashan, in its small towns
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and in all the grass-land of Sirion as far as its limits. 17All these were listed
under the names of their families, in the time of Jotham, king of Judah, and
in the time of Jeroboam, king of Israel. 18 There were forty-four thousand,
seven hundred and sixty of the sons of Reuben and of the Gadites and of
the half-tribe of Manasseh, all strong men, expert in the use of the body-
cover, the sword, and the bow, and in the art of war, all able to take up arms.
19And they went to war against the Hagarites, with Jetur and Naphish and
Nodab. 20 And they were helped against them, so that the Hagarites, and
those with them, were given into their power. For they sent up prayers to
God in the fight, and he gave ear to them, because they put their faith in him.
21And they took away their cattle: fifty thousand camels, two hundred and
fifty thousand sheep, and two thousand asses, and ahundred thousandmen.
22And a very great number went to their death, because the war was God's
purpose. And they went on living in their place till they were taken away
as prisoners. 23And themen of the half-tribe of Manasseh were living in the
land: and their numberswere increased till all the land fromBashan toBaal-
hermon and Senir and the mountain Hermon was theirs. 24And these were
the heads of their families: Epher and Ishi and Eliel and Azriel and Jeremiah
and Hodaviah and Jahdiel, men of war, of great name, heads of families.
25 And they did evil against the God of their fathers, worshipping the gods
of the people of the land, whom God had put to destruction before them.
26And the God of Israel put an impulse into the heart of Pul, king of Assyria,
and of Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria, who took them away as prisoners, all
the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe ofManasseh, to Halah and
Habor and Hara and to the river of Gozan, to this day.

6
1The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, andMerari. 2And the sons of Kohath:

Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 3 And the sons of Amram: Aaron and
Moses and Miriam. And the sons of Aaron: Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and
Ithamar. 4 Eleazar was the father of Phinehas; Phinehas was the father of
Abishua; 5And Abishuawas the father of Bukki, and Bukki was the father of
Uzzi, 6And Uzzi was the father of Zerahiah, and Zerahiah was the father of
Meraioth; 7Meraiothwas the father ofAmariah, andAmariahwas the father
of Ahitub, 8 And Ahitub was the father of Zadok, and Zadok was the father
of Ahimaaz, 9And Ahimaaz was the father of Azariah, and Azariah was the
father of Johanan, 10And Johanan was the father of Azariah, (he was priest
in the house which Solomon put up in Jerusalem:) 11 And Azariah was the
father of Amariah, and Amariahwas the father of Ahitub, 12AndAhitubwas
the fatherofZadok, andZadokwas the fatherof Shallum, 13AndShallumwas
the father of Hilkiah, and Hilkiah was the father of Azariah, 14And Azariah
was the father of Seraiah, and Seraiah was the father of Jehozadak; 15 And
Jehozadakwent as aprisonerwhen theLord took away Judahand Jerusalem
by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar. 16 The sons of Levi; Gershom, Kohath, and
Merari. 17And these are thenamesof the sonsofGershom: Libni andShimei.
18 And the sons of Kohath were Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 19 The
sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi. And these are the families of the Levites
listed by the names of their fathers. 20Of Gershom: Libni his son, Jahath his
son, Zimmahhis son, 21 Joahhis son, Iddohis son, Zerahhis son, Jeatherai his
son. 22The sons of Kohath: Amminadab his son, Korah his son, Assir his son,
23Elkanah his son, and Ebiasaph his son, and Assir his son, 24Tahath his son,
Uriel his son, Uzziah his son, and Shaul his son. 25And the sons of Elkanah:
Amasai andAhimoth. 26Elkanahhis son: Zophai his son, andNahathhis son,
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27 Eliab his son, Jeroham his son, Elkanah his son, Samuel his son. 28 And
the sons of Samuel: the oldest Joel, and the second Abiah. 29 The sons of
Merari: Mahli, Libni his son, Shimei his son, Uzzahhis son, 30Shimeahis son,
Haggiah his son, Asaiah his son. 31 And these are those whom David made
responsible for the music in the house of the Lord, after the ark had rest.
32 They gave worship with songs before the House of the Tent of meeting,
till Solomon put up the house of the Lord in Jerusalem; and they took their
places for their work in their regular order. 33And these are those who did
this work, and their sons. Of the sons of the Kohathites: Heman, who made
melody, the son of Joel, the son of Samuel, 34 The son of Elkanah, the son
of Jeroham, the son of Eliel, the son of Toah, 35 The son of Zuph, the son of
Elkanah, the son ofMahath, the son of Amasai, 36The son of Elkanah, the son
of Joel, the son of Azariah, the son of Zephaniah, 37The son of Tahath, the son
of Assir, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, 38The son of Izhar, the son of
Kohath, the son of Levi, the son of Israel. 39 And his brother Asaph, whose
place was at his right hand, Asaph, the son of Berechiah, the son of Shimea,
40 The son of Michael, the son of Baaseiah, the son of Malchijah, 41 The son
of Ethni, the son of Zerah, the son of Adaiah, 42 The son of Ethan, the son of
Zimmah, the son of Shimei, 43The son of Jahath, the son of Gershom, the son
of Levi. 44And on the left their brothers, the sons of Merari: Ethan, the son
of Kishi, the son of Abdi, the son ofMalluch, 45The son of Hashabiah, the son
of Amaziah, the son of Hilkiah, 46 The son of Amzi, the son of Bani, the son
of Shemer, 47 The son of Mahli, the son of Mushi, the son of Merari, the son
of Levi. 48And their brothers the Levites were responsible for all the work
of the Tent of the house of God. 49 But Aaron and his sons made offerings
on the altar of burned offering, and on the altar of perfume, for all the work
of the most holy place, and to take away the sin of Israel, doing everything
ordered by Moses, the servant of God. 50 And these are the sons of Aaron:
Eleazar his son, Phinehas his son, Abishua his son, 51Bukki his son, Uzzi his
son, Zerahiah his son, 52Meraioth his son, Amariah his son, Ahitub his son,
53 Zadok his son, Ahimaaz his son. 54Now these are their living-places, the
limits inside which they were to put up their tents: to the sons of Aaron,
of the families of the Kohathites, because they had the first selection, 55 To
them they gave Hebron and its outskirts in the land of Judah; 56But the open
country of the town, and the small places round it, they gave to Caleb, the
son of Jephunneh. 57And to the sons of Aaron they gave Hebron, the town
to which men might go in flight and be safe, and Libnah with its outskirts,
and Jattir, and Eshtemoa with its outskirts, 58 And Hilen with its outskirts,
Debir with its outskirts, 59 And Ashan with its outskirts, and Beth-shemesh
with its outskirts; 60And from the tribe of Benjamin: Gebawith its outskirts,
and Alemeth with its outskirts, and Anathoth with its outskirts. All their
towns among their families were thirteen towns. 61 And to the rest of the
sons of Kohath there were given by the Lord's decision ten towns out of the
families of the tribe of Ephraim and out of the tribe of Dan and out of the
half-tribe of Manasseh. 62And to the sons of Gershom, by their families, out
of the tribe of Issachar, and out of the tribe of Asher, and out of the tribe of
Naphtali, and out of the tribe of Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen towns. 63And
to the sonsofMerari, by their families, twelve townsweregivenby theLord's
decision, out of the tribe of Reuben, and out of the tribe of Gad, and out of
the tribe of Zebulun. 64 And the children of Israel gave to the Levites the
towns with their outskirts. 65And they gave by the Lord's decision out of the
tribe of the children of Judah, and out of the tribe of the children of Simeon,
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and out of the tribe of the children of Benjamin, these towns whose names
are given. 66 And to the families of the sons of Kohath were given towns
by the Lord's decision out of the tribe of Ephraim. 67 And they gave them
the town to which men might go in flight and be safe, Shechem in the hill-
country of Ephraim with its outskirts, and Gezer with its outskirts, 68 And
Jokmeamwith its outskirts, and Beth-horonwith its outskirts, 69AndAijalon
with its outskirts, and Gath-rimmonwith its outskirts; 70And out of the half-
tribe of Manasseh, Aner with its outskirts, and Bileam with its outskirts, for
the rest of the family of the sons of Kohath. 71 To the sons of Gershom were
given, outof the familyof thehalf-tribeofManasseh,Golan inBashanwith its
outskirts, and Ashtarothwith its outskirts; 72And out of the tribe of Issachar,
Kedesh with its outskirts, and Daberath with its outskirts, 73 And Ramoth
with its outskirts, andAnemwith its outskirts; 74Andout of the tribeofAsher,
Mashalwith its outskirts, andAbdonwith its outskirts, 75AndHukokwith its
outskirts, and Rehob with its outskirts; 76 And out of the tribe of Naphtali,
Kedesh in Galilee with its outskirts, and Hammon with its outskirts, and
Kiriathaimwith its outskirts. 77To the rest of the Levites, the sons of Merari,
were given, out of the tribe of Zebulun, Rimmono with its outskirts, Tabor
with its outskirts; 78And on the other side of Jordan, at Jericho, on the east
sideof Jordan,weregiven them, outof the tribeofReuben, Bezer in thewaste
land with its outskirts, and Jahzah with its outskirts, 79And Kedemoth with
its outskirts, and Mephaath with its outskirts; 80And out of the tribe of Gad,
Ramoth in Gilead with its outskirts, andMahanaimwith its outskirts, 81And
Heshbonwith its outskirts, and Jazer with its outskirts.

7
1 And of the sons of Issachar: Tola and Puah, Jashub and Shimron, four.

2And the sons of Tola: Uzzi and Rephaiah and Jeriel and Jahmai and Ibsam
and Shemuel, heads of their families; they were men of war; in the record
of their generations their number in the time of David was twenty-two
thousand, six hundred. 3 And the sons of Uzzi; Izrahiah; and the sons of
Izrahiah: Michael and Obadiah and Joel and Isshiah, five; all of them chiefs.
4 And with them, recorded in generations by their families, were bands
of fighting-men, thirty-six thousand of them, for they had a great number
of wives and sons. 5 And there were recorded among all the families of
Issachar, great men of war, eighty-seven thousand. 6 The sons of Benjamin:
Bela and Becher and Jediael, three. 7And the sons of Bela: Ezbon and Uzzi
and Uzziel and Jerimoth and Iri, five; heads of their families, great men of
war; there were twenty-two thousand and thirty-four of them recorded by
their families. 8 And the sons of Becher: Zemirah and Joash and Eliezer
and Elioenai andOmri and Jerimoth and Abijah and Anathoth and Alemeth.
All these were the sons of Becher. 9 And they were recorded by their
generations, heads of their families, great men of war, twenty thousand,
two hundred. 10 And the sons of Jediael: Bilhan; and the sons of Bilhan:
Jeush andBenjamin and Ehud and Chenaanah and Zethan and Tarshish and
Ahishahar. 11All thesewere the sons of Jediael, by theheads of their families,
seventeen thousand, two hundred men of war, able to go out with the army
forwar. 12And Shuppim andHuppim. The sons of Dan, Hushimhis son, one.
13The sons of Naphtali: Jahziel and Guni and Jezer and Shallum, the sons of
Bilhah. 14The sons of Manasseh by his servant-wife, the Aramaean woman:
she gave birth to Machir, the father of Gilead; 15 (And Gilead took a wife,
whose name was Maacah, and his sister's name was Hammoleketh;) and
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the name of his brother was Zelophehad, who was the father of daughters.
16And Maacah, the wife of Gilead, gave birth to a son to whom she gave the
name Peresh; and his brother was named Sheresh; and his sons were Ulam
and Rakem. 17And the son of Ulam: Bedan. These were the sons of Gilead,
the son of Machir the son of Manasseh. 18And his sister Hammoleketh was
the mother of Ishhod and Abiezer and Mahlah. 19And the sons of Shemida
were Ahian and Shechem and Likhi and Aniam. 20And the sons of Ephraim:
Shuthelah and Bered his son, and Tahath his son, and Eleadah his son, and
Tahath his son, 21 And Zabad his son, and Shuthelah his son, and Ezer and
Elead, whom the men of Gath, who had been living in the land from their
birth, put to death, because they came down to take away their cattle. 22And
for a long time Ephraim their father went on weeping for them, and his
brothers came to give him comfort. 23 After that, he had connection with
his wife, and she became with child and gave birth to a son, to whom his
father gave the name of Beriah, because trouble had come on his family.
24 And his daughter was Sheerah, the builder of Beth-horon the lower and
the higher, and Uzzen-sheerah. 25 And Rephah was his son, and Resheph;
his son was Telah, and his son was Tahan; 26 Ladan was his son, Ammihud
his son, Elishama his son, 27Nun his son, Joshua his son. 28 Their heritage
and their living-places were Beth-el and its daughter-towns, and Naaran to
the east, and Gezer to the west, with its daughter-towns, as well as Shechem
and its daughter-towns as far as Azzah and its daughter-towns; 29 And by
the limits of the children of Manasseh, Beth-shean and its daughter-towns,
Taanach,Megiddo, andDor,with their daughter-towns. In these the children
of Joseph, the son of Israel, were living. 30 The sons of Asher: Imnah and
Ishvahand Ishvi andBeriah andSerah, their sister. 31And the sons of Beriah:
Heber and Malchiel, who was the father of Birzaith. 32 And Heber was the
father of Japhlet and Shomer and Hotham and Shua, their sister. 33 And
the sons of Japhlet: Pasach and Bimhal and Ashvath. These are the sons of
Japhlet. 34 And the sons of Shomer: Ahi and Rohgah, Jehubbah and Aram.
35And the sons of Hotham, his brother: Zophah and Imna and Shelesh and
Amal. 36 The sons of Zophah: Suah and Harnepher and Shual and Beri and
Imrah, 37 Bezer and Hod and Shamma and Shilshah and Ithran and Beera.
38 And the sons of Jether: Jephunneh and Pispah and Ara. 39 And the sons
of Ulla: Arah and Hanniel and Rizia. 40All these were the children of Asher,
heads of their families, specially strongmenofwar, chiefs of the rulers. They
were recorded in the army for war, twenty-six thousandmen in number.

8
1 And Benjamin was the father of Bela his oldest son, Ashbel the second,

and Aharah the third, 2 Nohah the fourth, and Rapha the fifth. 3 And Bela
had sons, Addar and Gera, the father of Ehud, 4 And Abishua and Naaman
and Ahoah 5 And Gera and Shephuphan and Huram. 6 And these are the
sons of Ehud, heads of families of those living in Geba: Iglaam and Alemeth
7 And Naaman and Ahijah and Gera; and Iglaam was the father of Uzza
and Ahihud. 8And Shaharaim became the father of children in the country
of the Moabites after driving out Hushim and Beerah his wives; 9 And by
Hodesh his wife he became the father of Jobab and Zibia and Mesha and
Malcam. 10And Jeuz and Shachia and Mirmah. These were his sons, heads
of families. 11And Hushim became the father of Abitub and Elpaal. 12And
the sons of Elpaal: Eber and Misham and Shemed (he was the builder of
Ono and Lod and their daughter-towns); 13 And Beriah and Shema, who
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were heads of the families of those who were living in Aijalon, who put to
flight the people living in Gath; 14And their brothers Shashak and Jeremoth.
15And Zebadiah and Arad and Eder 16AndMichael and Ishpah and Joha, the
sons of Beriah; 17And Zebadiah andMeshullam and Hizki and Heber 18And
Ishmerai and Izliah and Jobab, the sons of Elpaal; 19 And Jakim and Zichri
and Zabdi 20And Elienai and Zillethai and Eliel 21And Adaiah and Beraiah
and Shimrath, the sons of Shimei; 22 And Ishpan and Eber and Eliel 23 And
Abdon and Zichri and Hanan 24And Hananiah and Elam and Anathothijah
25 And Iphdeiah and Penuel, the sons of Shashak; 26 And Shamsherai and
Shehariah and Athaliah 27And Jaareshiah and Elijah and Zichri, the sons of
Jeremoth. 28 These were heads of families in their generations; chief men:
these were living in Jerusalem. 29 And in Gibeon was living the father of
Gibeon, Jeiel, whose wife's name was Maacah; 30And his oldest son Abdon,
and Zur and Kish and Baal and Ner and Nadab 31And Gedor and Ahio and
Zechariah andMikloth. 32AndMikloth was the father of Shimeah. And they
were living with their brothers in Jerusalem opposite their brothers. 33And
Ner was the father of Abner, and Kish was the father of Saul, and Saul was
the father of Jonathan and Malchi-shua and Abinadab and Eshbaal. 34And
the son of JonathanwasMerib-baal; andMerib-baalwas the father ofMicah.
35 And the sons of Micah: Pithon and Melech and Tarea and Ahaz. 36 And
Ahazwas the father of Jehoaddah; and Jehoaddahwas the father of Alemeth
andAzmavethandZimri; andZimriwas the father ofMoza; 37AndMozawas
the father of Binea: Raphahwas his son, Eleasah his son, Azel his son; 38And
Azel had five sons, whose names are: Azrikam, his oldest, and Ishmael and
Sheariah and Obadiah and Hanan. All these were the sons of Azel. 39 And
the sons of Eshek his brother: Ulam his oldest son, Jeush the second, and
Eliphelet the third. 40And the sons of Ulam were men of war, bowmen, and
had a great number of sons and sons' sons, a hundred and fifty. All these
were the sons of Benjamin.

9
1 So all Israel was listed by their families; and, truly, they are recorded

in the book of the kings of Israel. And Judah was taken away as prisoners
to Babylon because of their sin. 2Now the first to take up their heritage in
their towns were: Israel, the priests, the Levites, and the Nethinim. 3 And
in Jerusalem there were living some of the sons of Judah, and of Benjamin,
and of Ephraim and Manasseh; 4 Uthai, the son of Ammihud, the son of
Omri, the son of Imri, the son of Bani, of the sons of Perez, the son of Judah.
5And of the Shilonites: Asaiah the oldest, and his sons. 6And of the sons of
Zerah: Jeuel, and their brothers, six hundred and ninety. 7And of the sons of
Benjamin: Sallu, the son of Meshullam, Judah, the son of Hassenuah, 8And
Ibneiah, the son of Jeroham, and Elah, the son of Uzzi, the son ofMichri, and
Meshullam, the son of Shephatiah, the son of Reuel, the son of Ibnijah; 9And
their brothers, in the list of their generations, nine hundred and fifty-six. All
thesemenwere heads of families, listed by the names of their fathers. 10And
of the priests: Jedaiah and Jehoiarib and Jachin 11 And Azariah, the son of
Hilkiah, the son ofMeshullam, the son of Zadok, the son ofMeraioth, the son
of Ahitub, the ruler of the house of God; 12And Adaiah, the son of Jeroham,
the son of Pashhur, the son of Malchijah, and Maasai, the son of Adiel, the
son of Jahzerah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Meshillemith, the son of
Immer; 13And their brothers, heads of their families, a thousand and seven
hundred and sixty: able men, doing the work of the house of God. 14 And
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of the Levites: Shemaiah, the son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son
of Hashabiah, of the sons of Merari; 15 And Bakbakkar, Heresh, and Galal,
and Mattaniah, the son of Mica, the son of Zichri, the son of Asaph; 16 And
Obadiah, the son of Shemaiah, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun, and
Berechiah, the son of Asa, the son of Elkanah, who were living in the small
towns of the Netophathites. 17 And the door-keepers: Shallum and Akkub
and Talmon and Ahiman and their brothers: Shallum was the chief. 18 Up
till then they had been at the king's door to the east. Theywere door-keepers
for the tents of the sons of Levi. 19And Shallum, the son of Kore, the son of
Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, and his brothers, of his family, the Korahites,
were responsible for everything which had to be done in connection with
the order of worship, keepers of the doors of the Tent; their fathers had had
the care of the tents of the Lord, being keepers of the doorway. 20 In the past
Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, had been ruler over them; may the Lord be
with him! 21 Zechariah, the son of Meshelemiah, was keeper of the door of
the Tent of meeting. 22There were two hundred and twelve whose business
it was to keep the doorway. These were listed by families in the country
placeswhere theywere living, whomDavid and Samuel the seer put in their
responsible positions. 23 So they and their sons had the care of the doors
of the house of the Lord, the house of the Tent, as watchers. 24 There were
keepers of the doors on the four sides, to the east, west, north, and south.
25And their brothers, in the country places where they were living, were to
come in every seven days to be with them from time to time. 26 For the four
chief door-keepers, who were Levites, had a special position, looking after
the rooms and the store-houses of the house of God. 27Their sleeping-rooms
wereround thehouseofGod, for theyhad thecareof it, andwereresponsible
for opening it morning by morning. 28 Certain of them had the care of the
vessels used in worship, to keep an account of themwhen they came in and
when they were taken out again. 29And some of them were responsible for
the holy things and for the vessels of the holy place, and the meal and the
wine and the oil and the perfume and the spices. 30And some of the sons of
the priests were responsible for crushing the spices. 31And Mattithiah, one
of the Levites, the oldest son of Shallum the Korahite, was responsible for
cooking the flat cakes. 32And some of their brothers, sons of the Kohathites,
were responsible for the holy breadwhichwas put in order before the Lord,
to get it ready every Sabbath. 33And these were those who had the ordering
of the music and songs, heads of families of the Levites, who were living in
the rooms, and were free from other work, for their work went on day and
night. 34 These were heads of families of the Levites in their generations,
chief men; they were living at Jerusalem. 35 And in Gibeon was living the
father of Gibeon, Jeiel, whose wife's name was Maacah; 36 And Abdon his
oldest son, and Zur and Kish and Baal and Ner and Nadab 37 And Gedor
and Ahio and Zechariah and Mikloth 38Mikloth was the father of Shimeam.
They were living with their brothers in Jerusalem opposite their brothers.
39 And Ner was the father of Kish; and Kish was the father of Saul; and
Saulwas the father of Jonathan andMalchi-shua andAbinadab andEshbaal.
40And the son of JonathanwasMerib-baal; andMerib-baal was the father of
Micah. 41And the sons of Micah: Pithon and Melech and Tahrea and Ahaz.
42AndAhazwas the father of Jarah; and Jarahwas the father of Alemeth and
Azmaveth and Zimri; and Zimri was the father of Moza. 43 And Moza was
the father of Binea; and Rephaiah was his son, Eleasah his son, Azel his son.
44 And Azel had five sons, whose names are: Azrikam, his oldest son, and
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Ishmael and Sheariah and Obadiah and Hanan: these were the sons of Azel.

10
1 Now the Philistines were fighting against Israel; and the men of Israel

went in flight before the Philistines, falling downwounded inMount Gilboa.
2 And the Philistines went hard after Saul and his sons, and put to death
Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchi-shua, the sons of Saul. 3 And the fight
was going against Saul, and the archers came across him, and he was
wounded by the archers. 4Then Saul said to the servant who had the care of
his arms, Take your sword and put it throughme, before these menwithout
circumcision come andmake sport ofme. But his servant, full of fear, would
not do so. Then Saul took out his sword, falling on it himself. 5 And when
his servant saw that Saul was dead, he did the same, and came to his death.
6 So death overtook Saul and his three sons; all his family came to an end
together. 7And when all the men of Israel who were in the valley saw that
themenof Israelhadgone inflight and that Saul andhis sonsweredead, they
went inflight away fromtheir towns; and thePhilistines cameand took them
for themselves. 8Now the day after, when the Philistines came to take their
goods from the dead, they sawSaul andhis sons dead inMount Gilboa. 9And
they took everything off him, and took his head and his war-dress, and sent
word into the land of the Philistines round about to give the news to their
gods and to the people. 10 And they put his war-dress in the house of their
gods, and put up his head in the house of Dagon. 11Andwhen the news came
to Jabesh-gilead of what the Philistines had done to Saul, 12All the fighting-
men came up and took away Saul's body and the bodies of his sons, and took
them to Jabesh, and put their bones to rest under the oak-tree in Jabesh, and
tookno food for sevendays. 13Sodeath came to Saul becauseof the sinwhich
hedid against theLord, that is, because of thewordof theLordwhichhekept
not; and because he went for directions to one who had an evil spirit, 14And
not to the Lord: for this reason, he put him to death and gave the kingdom to
David, the son of Jesse.

11
1Then all Israel came together to David at Hebron, and said, Truly, we are

your bone and your flesh. 2 In the past, when Saul was king, it was you who
went at the head of Israel when theywent out or came in; and the Lord your
God said to you, You are to be the keeper ofmy people Israel, and their ruler.
3 So all the responsible men of Israel came to the king at Hebron; and David
made an agreement with them in Hebron before the Lord; and they put the
holy oil on David and made him king over Israel, as the Lord had said by
Samuel. 4Then David and all Israel went to Jerusalem (which is Jebus); and
the Jebusites, the people of the land, were there. 5 And the people of Jebus
said to David, Youwill not come in here. But still, David took the strong place
of Zion, which is the town of David. 6And David said, The first to overcome
the Jebusites will be chief and captain. And Joab, the son of Zeruiah, went
up first, and became chief. 7And David took the strong tower for his living-
place, so it was named the town of David. 8And he took in hand the building
of the town all round, starting from the Millo; and Joab put the rest of the
town in order. 9 And David became greater and greater in power, because
the Lord of armies was with him. 10Now these are the chief of David's men
of war who were his strong supporters in the kingdom, and, with all Israel,
made him king, as the Lord had said about Israel. 11This is the list of David's
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menofwar: Ishbaal, the sonof aHachmonite, the chief of the three: heput to
death threehundred at one timewithhis spear. 12Andafter himwasEleazar,
the son of Dodo the Ahohite, who was one of the three great fighters. 13He
was with David at Pas-dammim, where the Philistines had come together
for the fight, near a bit of land full of barley; and the people went in flight
before thePhilistines. 14Andhe tookuphisposition in themiddle of thebit of
land, and kept back their attack, and overcame the Philistines; and the Lord
gave a great salvation. 15And three of the thirty went down to David, to the
rock, into the strong place of Adullam; and the army of the Philistines had
taken up their position in the valley of Rephaim. 16 At that time David had
taken cover in the strong place, and an armed force of the Philistines was
in Beth-lehem. 17AndDavid,moved by a strong desire, said, If only someone
would giveme a drink of thewater from thewater-hole of Beth-lehemby the
doorway into the town! 18 So the three, forcing a way through the Philistine
army, got water from the water-hole of Beth-lehem, by the doorway into
the town, and took it back to David; but David would not take it, but made
an offering of it, draining it out to the Lord, 19 Saying, By my God, far be it
from me to do this! How may I take as drink the life-blood of these men
who have put their lives in danger? so he did not take it. These things did
the three great men of war. 20 And Abishai, the brother of Joab, was chief
of the thirty, for he put to death three hundred with his spear, but he had
not a name among the three. 21 Of the thirty, he was the noblest, and was
made their captain, but he was not equal to the first three. 22 Benaiah, the
son of Jehoiada, a fighting-man of Kabzeel, had done great acts; he put to
death two young lions going into their secret place; and he went down into
a hole and put a lion to death in time of snow. 23 And he made an attack
on an Egyptian, a very tall man about five cubits high, armed with a spear
like a cloth-worker's rod; he went down to him with a stick, and pulling his
spear out of the hand of the Egyptian, put him to deathwith that same spear.
24Thesewere the acts of Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, who had a great name
among the thirty men of war. 25 He was honoured over the thirty, but he
was not equal to the first three: and David put him over his servants. 26And
these were the great men of war: Asahel, the brother of Joab, Elhanan, the
son of Dodo of Beth-lehem, 27 Shammoth the Harodite, Helez the Pelonite,
28 Ira, the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite, Abiezer the Anathothite, 29 Sibbecai the
Hushathite, Ilai the Ahohite, 30Maharai the Netophathite, Heled, the son of
Baanah the Netophathite, 31 Ithai, the son of Ribai of Gibeah, of the children
of Benjamin, Benaiah the Pirathonite, 32 Hurai of Nahale-gaash, Abiel the
Arbathite, 33Azmaveth of Bahurim, Eliahba the Shaalbonite, 34 The sons of
Hashem the Gizonite, Jonathan, the son of Shage the Hararite, 35Ahiam, the
son of Sacar the Hararite, Eliphal, the son of Ur, 36Hepher the Mecherathite,
Ahijah the Pelonite, 37Hezro the Carmelite, Naarai, the son of Ezbai, 38 Joel,
the brother of Nathan, Mibhar, the son of Hagri, 39Zelek the Ammonite, and
Naharai the Berothite, the servant who had the care of the arms of Joab,
the son of Zeruiah; 40 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 41 Uriah the Hittite,
Zabad, the son of Ahlai, 42Adina, the son of Shiza theReubenite, a chief of the
Reubenites, and thirtywith him; 43Hanan, the son ofMaacah, and Joshaphat
the Mithnite, 44Uzzia the Ashterathite, Shama and Jeiel, the sons of Hotham
the Aroerite, 45 Jediael, the son of Shimri, and Joha his brother, the Tizite,
46 Eliel the Mahavite, and Jeribai and Joshaviah, the sons of Elnaam, and
Ithmah theMoabite, 47Eliel and Obed, and Jaasiel the Mezobaite.
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12
1Now these are the men who came to David at Ziklag, while he was still

shutup, becauseofSaul, the sonofKish; theywereamong thestrongmen, his
helpers in war. 2They were armedwith bows, and were able to send stones,
and arrows from the bow, with right hand or left: they were Saul's brothers,
of Benjamin. 3 Ahiezer was their chief, then Joash, the sons of Shemaah
the Gibeathite; and Jeziel and Pelet, the sons of Azmaveth; and Beracah and
Jehu the Anathothite; 4And Ishmaiah the Gibeonite, a great man among the
thirty, and their chief; and Jeremiah and Jehaziel and Johanan and Jozabad
the Gederathite; 5 Eluzai and Jerimoth and Bealiah and Shemariah and
Shephatiah the Haruphite; 6Elkanah and Isshiah and Azarel and Joezer and
Jashobeam, the Korahites; 7And Joelah and Zebadiah, the sons of Jerohamof
Gedor. 8And some of the Gadites, siding with David, went to his strong place
in the waste land, great and strongmen, trained for war, expert in the use of
arms, whose faces were like the faces of lions, and they were quick-footed
like roes on the mountains; 9 Ezer their chief, Obadiah the second, Eliab
the third, 10 Mishmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the fifth, 11 Attai the sixth,
Eliel the seventh, 12 Johanan the eighth, Elzabad the ninth, 13 Jeremiah the
tenth,Machbannai the eleventh. 14TheseGaditeswere captains of the army;
the least of them was captain over a hundred men, and the greatest over a
thousand. 15 It was they who went over Jordan in the first month, when the
river was overflowing, and put to flight all the people of the valleys, to the
east and to thewest. 16Andsomeof the childrenofBenjaminand Judahcame
toDavid in his strong place. 17AndDavidwent out to them, and said to them,
If youhavecome inpeace togivemehelp,myheartwill beunitedwithyours;
but if you have come to give me up to those who would take my life, though
my hands are clean fromwrongdoing, thenmay the God of our fathers see it
and give you punishment. 18Then the spirit came on Amasai, whowas chief
of the captains, and he said, We are yours, David, we are on your side, O son
of Jesse: may peace be with you and peace be with your helpers; for God is
your helper. Then David took them into his army and made them captains
of the band. 19And some of the men of Manasseh came over to David, when
he went with the Philistines to the war against Saul, but he gave them no
help: for the lords of the Philistines, after discussion, sent him away, saying,
He will go back to his master Saul, at the price of our lives. 20 Then when
he went back to Ziklag, there came over to him, of the men of Manasseh,
Adnah and Jozabad and Jediael and Michael and Jozabad and Elihu and
Zillethai, captains of thousands from the armies of Manasseh. 21 And they
gave David help against the armed bands, for they were all great men of
war, and captains in the army. 22 And from day to day more supporters
came to David, till he had a great army like the army of God. 23 These are
the numbers of the chiefs of the armed men, ready for war, who came to
David at Hebron, to give the kingdom of Saul into his hands, as the Lord had
said. 24 There were six thousand, eight hundred spearmen of the children
of Judah, armed for war; 25 Seven thousand, one hundred of the children
of Simeon, great men of war; 26 Of the children of Levi, four thousand, six
hundred. 27And Jehoiada, chief of the family of Aaron, and with him three
thousand, seven hundredmen; 28And Zadok, a youngman, great and strong
in war, with twenty-two captains from his father's people. 29 And of the
children of Benjamin, the brothers of Saul, three thousand; for up to that
time the greater part of them had been true to Saul. 30 And of the children
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of Ephraim, twenty thousand, eight hundred great men of war, men of great
name in their families. 31 And from the half-tribe of Manasseh, eighteen
thousand, listed by name, came to make David king. 32And of the children
of Issachar, there were two hundred chiefs, menwho had expert knowledge
of the times andwhat it was best for Israel to do, and all their brothers were
under their orders. 33Of Zebulun, there were fifty thousandmen, whowent
out with the army, expert in ordering the fight, to give help with all sorts of
arms; true-heartedmen. 34And of Naphtali, a thousand captainswith thirty-
seven thousand spearmen. 35And of the Danites, twenty-eight thousand, six
hundred, expert in ordering the fight. 36And of Asher, forty thousand who
went out with the army, expert in ordering the fight. 37 From the other side
of Jordan, therewere a hundred and twenty thousand of the Reubenites and
theGadites and themenof thehalf-tribe ofManasseh, armedwith every sort
of instrument of war. 38 All these men of war, expert in ordering the fight,
came to Hebron with the full purpose of making David king over all Israel;
andall the rest of Israelwereunited in their desire tomakeDavid king. 39For
threedays theywere therewithDavid, feastingathis table, for theirbrothers
hadmade ready food for them. 40And thosewhowerenear, as far as Issachar
and Zebulun and Naphtali, came with food on asses and camels and mules
andoxen,withmeal for foodandcakesoffigsandmassesof grapes, andwine
and oil and oxen and sheep in great numbers, for there was joy in Israel.

13
1 Then David had discussions with the captains of thousands and the

captains of hundreds and with every chief. 2And David said to all the men
of Israel who had come together there, If it seems good to you and if it is
the purpose of the Lord our God, let us send to all the rest of our brothers,
everywhere in the land of Israel, and to the priests and the Levites in their
towns and the country round them, and get them to come together here to
us; 3And let us get back for ourselves the ark of our God: for in the days of
Saulwe did not go to it for directions. 4And all the people said theywould do
so, for it seemed right to them. 5So David sent for all Israel to come together,
from Shihor, the river of Egypt, as far as the way into Hamath, to get the ark
of God from Kiriath-jearim. 6And David went up, with all Israel, to Baalah,
that is, to Kiriath-jearim in Judah, to get up from there the ark of God, over
which the holyName is named, the nameof the Lordwhose place is between
the winged ones. 7And they put the ark of God on a new cart, and took it out
of the house of Abinadab; and Uzza and Ahio were the drivers of the cart.
8 Then David and all Israel made melody before God with all their strength,
with songs and corded instruments of music, and with brass instruments
and horns. 9And when they came to the grain-floor of Chidon, Uzza put out
his hand to keep the ark in its place, for the oxen were slipping. 10And the
wrath of the Lord, burning against Uzza, sent destruction on himbecause he
had put his hand on the ark, and death came to him there before God. 11And
Davidwasangrybecauseof theLord's outburst ofwrathagainstUzza, andhe
gave that place the name Perez-uzza, to this day. 12And so great was David's
fear of God that day, that he said, Howmay I let the ark of God come to me?
13SoDavid did not let the ark come back to him to the town of David, but had
it turned away and put into the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 14And the
ark of God was in the house of Obed-edom for three months; and the Lord
sent a blessing on the house of Obed-edom and on all he had.



1 Chronicles 14:1 421 1 Chronicles 15:15

14
1 And Hiram, king of Tyre, sent men to David with cedar-trees, and

stoneworkers and woodworkers for the building of his house. 2And David
saw that the Lord had made his position safe as king over Israel, lifting up
his kingdom on high because of his people Israel. 3And while he was living
in Jerusalem, David took more wives and became the father of more sons
and daughters. 4 These are the names of the children he had in Jerusalem:
Shammua and Shobab, Nathan and Solomon 5 And Ibhar and Elishua and
Elpelet 6AndNogahandNephegand Japhia 7AndElishamaandBeeliadaand
Eliphelet. 8 And when the Philistines had news that David had been made
king over all Israel, theywent up in search of David, andDavid, hearing of it,
went out against them. 9Now the Philistines had come, and had gone out in
every direction in the valley of Rephaim. 10And David, desiring directions
from God, said, Am I to go up against the Philistines? andwill you give them
into my hands? And the Lord said, Go up; for I will give them into your
hands. 11 So they went up to Baal-perazim, and David overcame them there,
and David said, God has let the forces fighting against me be broken by my
hand, as a wall is broken down by rushing water; so they gave that place the
name of Baal-perazim. 12And the Philistines did not take their images with
them in theirflight; andatDavid's orders theywereburnedwithfire. 13Then
the Philistines again went out in every direction in the valley. 14And David
went for directions to God; and God said to him, You are not to go up after
them; but, turning away from them, come face to face with them opposite
the spice-trees. 15 And at the sound of footsteps in the tops of the trees, go
out to the fight, for God has gone out before you to overcome the army of the
Philistines. 16 And David did as the Lord had said; and they overcame the
army of the Philistines, attacking them from Gibeon as far as Gezer. 17And
David's namewas honoured in all lands; and the Lord put the fear of him on
all nations.

15
1AndDavidmadehouses forhimself in the townofDavid; andhegot ready

a place for the ark of God, and put up a tent for it. 2Then David said, The ark
of Godmay not bemoved by any but the Levites, for they have beenmarked
out by God to take the ark of God, and to do his work for ever. 3And David
made all Israel come together at Jerusalem, to take the ark of the Lord to
its place, which he had got ready for it. 4 And David got together the sons
of Aaron, and the Levites; 5 Of the sons of Kohath: Uriel the chief, and his
brothers, a hundred and twenty; 6 Of the sons of Merari: Asaiah the chief,
and his brothers, two hundred and twenty; 7 Of the sons of Gershom: Joel
the chief, and his brothers, a hundred and thirty; 8Of the sons of Elizaphan:
Shemaiah the chief, and his brothers, two hundred; 9Of the sons of Hebron:
Eliel the chief, and his brothers, eighty; 10Of the sons of Uzziel: Amminadab
the chief, and his brothers, a hundred and twelve. 11 And David sent for
Zadok and Abiathar the priests, and for the Levites, Uriel, Asaiah and Joel,
Shemaiah and Eliel and Amminadab, 12And said to them, You are the heads
of the families of the Levites: make yourselves holy, you and your brothers,
so that youmay take the ark of the Lord, the God of Israel, to the placewhich
I have made ready for it. 13 For because you did not take it at the first, the
Lord our God sent punishment on us, becausewe did not get directions from
him in the right way. 14 So the priests and the Levites made themselves
holy to take up the ark of the Lord, the God of Israel. 15 And the sons of
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the Levites took up the ark of God, lifting it by its rods, as the Lord had said
to Moses. 16 And David gave orders to the chief of the Levites to put their
brothers the music-makers in position, with instruments of music, corded
instruments and brass, with glad voices making sounds of joy. 17 So Heman,
the son of Joel, and, of his brothers, Asaph, the son of Berechiah; and of
the sons of Merari their brothers, Ethan, the son of Kushaiah, were put in
position by the Levites; 18And with them their brothers of the second order,
Zechariah, Bani and Jaaziel and Shemiramoth and Jehiel and Unni, Eliab
and Benaiah and Maaseiah and Mattithiah and Eliphelehu and Mikneiah,
and Obed-edom and Jeiel, the door-keepers. 19 So those who made melody,
Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were put in position, with brass instruments,
sounding loudly; 20 And Zechariah and Aziel and Shemiramoth and Jehiel,
Unni and Eliab and Maaseiah and Benaiah, with corded instruments put to
Alamoth. 21 And Mattithiah and Eliphelehu and Mikneiah and Obed-edom
and Jeiel and Azaziah, with corded instruments on the octave, to give the
first note of the song. 22And Chenaniah, chief of the Levites, was master of
the music: he gave directions about the song, because he was expert. 23And
BerechiahandElkanahweredoor-keepers for theark. 24AndShebaniahand
Joshaphat andNethanel andAmasai andZechariahandBenaiahandEliezer,
the priests, mademusic on the horns before the ark of God; and Obed-edom
and Jehiah were door-keepers for the ark. 25 So David, and the responsible
men of Israel, and the captains over thousands, went with joy to get the ark
of the agreement of the Lord out of the house of Obed-edom. 26 And when
God gave help to the Levites whowere lifting up the ark of the agreement of
the Lord, theymade anoffering of seven oxen and seven sheep. 27AndDavid
was clothedwith a robe of fair linen, as were all the Levites who took up the
ark, and those who made melody, and Chenaniah the master of those who
mademelody; andDavid had on a linen ephod; 28So all Israel tookup the ark
of the agreement of the Lord, with loud cries and with horns and brass and
corded instruments sounding loudly. 29And when the ark of the agreement
of theLordcame into the townofDavid,Michal, thedaughterof Saul, looking
out of the window, saw King David dancing and playing; and to hermind he
seemed foolish.

16
1Then they took in thearkofGodandput it inside the tentwhichDavidhad

put up for it; and theymade offerings, burned offerings and peace-offerings
before God. 2 And when David had come to an end of making the burned
offerings and peace-offerings, he gave the people a blessing in the name of
the Lord. 3And he gave to everyone, everyman andwoman of Israel, a cake
of bread, some meat, and a cake of dry grapes. 4 And he put some of the
Levites before the ark of the Lord as servants, to keep the acts of the Lord
in memory, and to give worship and praise to the Lord, the God of Israel:
5Asaph the chief, and second tohimZechariah, Uzziel andShemiramothand
Jehiel andMattithiah and Eliab and Benaiah and Obed-edom and Jeiel, with
corded instruments of music; and Asaph, with brass instruments sounding
loudly; 6 And Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests, blowing horns all the time
before the ark of the agreement of God. 7Then on that day David first made
the giving of praise to the Lord the work of Asaph and his brothers. 8O give
praise to the Lord; give honour to his name, talking of his doings among
the peoples. 9 Let your voice be sounded in songs and melody; let all your
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thoughtsbeof thewonderofhisworks. 10Haveglory inhisholyname; let the
hearts of those who are searching after the Lord be glad. 11Let your search
be for the Lord and for his strength; let your hearts ever be turned to him.
12 Keep in mind the great works which he has done; his wonders, and the
decisions of his mouth; 13 O you seed of Israel his servant, you children of
Jacob, his loved ones. 14He is the Lord our God: he is judge of all the earth.
15He has kept his agreement in mind for ever, the word which he gave for
a thousand generations; 16 The agreement which he made with Abraham,
and his oath to Isaac; 17 And he gave it to Jacob for a law, and to Israel for
an eternal agreement; 18 Saying, To you will I give the land of Canaan, the
measured line of your heritage: 19When youwere still small in number, and
strange in the land; 20When they went about from one nation to another,
and fromonekingdomtoanotherpeople; 21Hewouldnot let anyonedo them
wrong; he evenkeptbackkingsbecauseof them, 22Saying, Putnot yourhand
on those who have been marked with my holy oil, and do my prophets no
wrong. 23Make songs to the Lord, all the earth; give the good news of his
salvation day by day. 24Make clear his glory to the nations, and his wonders
to all the peoples. 25 For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised; and he
is more to be feared than all other gods. 26 For all the gods of the nations
are false gods; but the Lord made the heavens. 27 Honour and glory are
before him: strength and joy are in his holy place. 28 Give to the Lord, O
you families of the peoples, give to the Lord glory and strength. 29 Give to
the Lord the glory of his name; take with you an offering and come before
him; give worship to the Lord in holy robes. 30Be in fear before him, all the
earth: the world is ordered so that it may not be moved. 31 Let the heavens
have joy and let the earth be glad; let them say among the nations, The Lord
is King. 32 Let the sea be thundering with all its waters; let the field be glad,
and everythingwhich is in it; 33Then let all the trees of thewoodbe sounding
with joy before the Lord, for he is come to be the judge of the earth. 34O give
praise to the Lord, for he is good: for hismercy is unchanging for ever. 35And
say, Be our saviour, O God of our salvation, and let us come back, and give us
salvation from the nations, so that we may give honour to your holy name
and have glory in your praise. 36 Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, for
ever and for ever. And all the people said, So be it; and gave praise to the
Lord. 37 So he made Asaph and his brothers keep their places there before
the ark of the agreement of the Lord, to do whatever had to be done before
the ark at all times day by day: 38And Obed-edom, the son of Jeduthun, and
Hosah, with their brothers, sixty-eight of them, to be door-keepers: 39 And
Zadok the priest, with his brothers the priests, before the House of the Lord
in the high place at Gibeon; 40 To give burned offerings to the Lord on the
altar of burned offerings morning and evening, every day, as it is ordered
in the law of the Lord which he gave to Israel; 41And with themHeman and
Jeduthun, and the rest who were marked out by name to give praise to the
Lord, for hismercy is unchanging for ever; 42AndHeman and Jeduthun had
horns and brass instruments sounding loudly, and instruments of music for
the songs of God; and the sons of Jeduthun were to be at the door. 43And all
the people went away, every man to his house; and David went back to give
a blessing to his family.

17
1Nowwhen David was living in his house, he said to Nathan the prophet,
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See, I am living in ahouse of cedar-wood, but the ark of the Lord's agreement
is under the curtains of a tent. 2And Nathan said to David, Do whatever is
in your heart, for God is with you. 3 But that same night, the word of God
came toNathan, saying, 4Go and say toDavidmy servant, The Lord says, You
are not to make me a house for my living-place: 5 For from the day when I
took Israel up, till this day, I have had no house, but have gone from tent to
tent, and from living-place to living-place. 6 In all the places where I have
gonewith all Israel, did I ever say to any of the judges of Israel, whom Imade
the keepers of my people, Why have you not made for me a house of cedar?
7 So now, say to my servant David, The Lord of armies says, I took you from
the fields, from keeping sheep, so that you might be a ruler over my people
Israel; 8And I have beenwith youwherever youwent, cutting off before you
all those who were against you; and I will make your name like the name of
the greatest ones of the earth. 9And Iwillmake a resting-place formypeople
Israel, planting them there, so that they may be in the place which is theirs
and never again bemoved; and never again will they bemade waste by evil
men, as theywere at first, 10From the timewhen I put judges overmypeople
Israel; and I will overcome all those who are against you; and I will make
you great and the head of a line of kings. 11 And when the time comes for
you to go to your fathers, I will put in your place your seed after you, one of
your sons, and I will make his kingdom strong. 12He will be the builder of
my house, and I will make the seat of his authority certain for ever. 13 I will
be to him a father and he will be to me a son; and I will not take my mercy
away from him as I took it from him who was before you; 14But I will make
his place in my house and in my kingdom certain for ever; and the seat of
his authority will never be overturned. 15 So Nathan gave David an account
of all these words and this vision. 16 Then David the king went in and took
his seat before the Lord, and said, Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my
family, that you have been my guide till now? 17And this was only a small
thing to you, O God; but your words have even been about the far-off future
of your servant's family, looking on me as on one of high position, O Lord
God. 18What more may David say to you? for you have knowledge of your
servant. 19O Lord, because of your servant, and from your heart, you have
doneall these great things and let thembe seen. 20OLord, there is noone like
you, and no other God but you, as is clear from everything which has come
to our ears. 21 And what other nation in the earth, like your people Israel,
did a god go out to take for himself, to be his people, making his name great
and to be feared, driving out the nations frombefore your peoplewhomyou
made free and took out of Egypt? 22 For your people Israel you made yours
for ever; and you, Lord, became their God. 23And now, Lord, let your words
about your servant and about his family bemade certain for ever, and do as
you have said. 24So let yourwords bemade certain and your name bemade
great, when men say, The Lord of armies is the God of Israel; and when the
family of David your servant is made strong before you. 25 For you, O my
God, have let your servant see that youwillmake himhead of a line of kings;
and so it has come into your servant's heart tomake his prayer to you. 26And
now, O Lord, you are God, and you have said you will give this good thing to
your servant: 27And now you have been pleased to give your blessing to the
family of your servant, so that it may go on for ever before you; you, O Lord,
have given your blessing, and a blessing will be on it for ever.
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18
1And it came about after this that Davidmade an attack on the Philistines

and overcame them, and took Gathwith its daughter-towns out of the hands
of the Philistines. 2 And he overcame Moab, and the Moabites became his
servants and gave him offerings. 3 Then David overcame Hadadezer, king
of Zobah, near Hamath, when he was going to make his power seen by
the river Euphrates. 4 And David took from him a thousand war-carriages
and seven thousand horsemen and twenty thousand footmen: and he had
the leg-muscles of all the horses cut, keeping only enough of them for a
hundred war-carriages. 5 And when the Aramaeans of Damascus came to
the help of Hadadezer, king of Zobah, David put to the sword twenty-two
thousand Aramaeans. 6 Then David put armed forces in Damascus, and
the Aramaeans became his servants and gave him offerings. And the Lord
made David overcome wherever he went. 7And the gold body-covers of the
servants of Hadadezer, David took to Jerusalem. 8 And from Tibhath and
from Cun, towns of Hadadezer, David took a great store of brass, of which
Solomonmade the great brasswater-vessel and the brass pillars and vessels.
9 Now when Tou, king of Hamath, had news that David had overcome all
the army of Hadadezer, king of Zobah, 10He sent his son Hadoram to King
David, to give him words of peace and blessing, because he had overcome
Hadadezer in the fight, for Hadadezer had been at war with Tou; and he
gave him all sorts of vessels of gold and silver and brass. 11 These King
David made holy to the Lord, together with the silver and gold he had taken
from all nations; from Edom and Moab and from the children of Ammon
and from the Philistines and from Amalek. 12And when he came back from
putting to the sword eighteen thousand of the Edomites in the Valley of Salt,
13 David put armed forces in all the towns of Edom; and all the Edomites
became servants to David. The Lord made David overcome wherever he
went. 14 So David was king over all Israel, judging and giving right decisions
for all his people. 15And Joab, the son of Zeruiah, was chief of the army; and
Jehoshaphat, son of Ahilud, was keeper of the records. 16And Zadok, the son
of Ahitub; and Ahimelech, the son of Abiathar, were priests; and Shavsha
was the scribe; 17AndBenaiah, the son of Jehoiada, was over the Cherethites
and the Pelethites; and the sons of David were chief of those whose places
were at the king's side.

19
1Now it came about after this that death came to Nahash, the king of the

children of Ammon, and his son became king in his place. 2AndDavid said, I
will be a friend to Hanun, the son of Nahash, because his father was a friend
to me. So David sent men to him, to give him words of comfort on account
of his father. And the servants of David came to Hanun, to the land of the
children of Ammon, offering him comfort. 3 But the chiefs of the children
of Ammon said to Hanun, Does it seem to you that David is honouring your
father, by sending comforters to you? is it not clear that thesemen have only
come to go through the land and tomake secret observation of it so that they
mayovercome it? 4SoHanun tookDavid's servants, and cutting off their hair
and the skirts of their robes up to themiddle, sent them away. 5Then certain
menwent and gave Davidword ofwhat had been done to them. And he sent
out with the purpose of meeting them; for the men were greatly shamed.
And the king said, Keep where you are at Jericho till your hair is long again,
and then come back. 6And when the children of Ammon saw that they had



1 Chronicles 19:7 426 1 Chronicles 20:6

made themselves hated by David, Hanun and the children of Ammon sent a
thousand talents of silver as payment for war-carriages and horsemen from
Mesopotamia and Aram-maacah and Zobah. 7 So with this money they got
thirty-two thousand war-carriages, and the help of the king of Maacah and
his people, who came and took up their position in front of Medeba. And
the children of Ammon came together from their towns for the fight. 8And
David, hearing of it, sent Joab with all the army of fighting-men. 9 So the
children of Ammon came out and put their forces in position on theway into
the town; and the kings who had come were stationed by themselves in the
field. 10Nowwhen Joab saw that their forces were in position against him in
front and at his back, he took all the best men of Israel, and put them in line
against theAramaeans; 11And therest of thepeopleheput inpositionagainst
the children of Ammon with Abishai, his brother, at their head. 12 And he
said, If the Aramaeans are stronger and get the better of me, then come to
my help; and if the children of Ammon get the better of you, I will come
to your help. 13 Take heart, and let us be strong for our people and for the
towns of our God; and may the Lord do what seems good to him. 14 So Joab
and the people who were with him went forward into the fight against the
Aramaeans, and they went in flight before him. 15 And when the children
of Ammon saw the flight of the Aramaeans, they themselves went in flight
from Abishai, his brother, and came into the town. Then Joab came back
to Jerusalem. 16 And when the Aramaeans saw that Israel had overcome
them, they sent men to get the Aramaeans who were on the other side of
the River, with Shophach, the captain of Hadadezer's army, at their head.
17 And word of this was given to David; and he got all Israel together and
went over Jordan and came to Helam and put his forces in position against
them. Andwhen David's forces were in position against the Aramaeans, the
fight was started. 18 And the Aramaeans went in flight before Israel; and
David put to the sword themen of seven thousand Aramaeanwar-carriages
and forty thousand footmen, and put to death Shophach, the captain of the
army. 19Andwhen the servants of Hadadezer saw that they were overcome
by Israel, they made peace with David and became his servants: and the
Aramaeans would give nomore help to the children of Ammon.

20
1Now in the spring, at the time when kings go out to war, Joab went out at

the head of the armed forces andmade waste all the land of the Ammonites
and put hismen in position before Rabbah, shutting it in. But Davidwas still
at Jerusalem. And Joab took Rabbah andmade it waste. 2AndDavid took the
crown of Milcom from off his head; its weight was a talent of gold and it had
stones of great price in it; and it was put on David's head, and he took a great
store of goods from the town. 3And he took the people out of the town and
put them to work with wood-cutting instruments, and iron grain-crushers,
and axes. And this he did to all the towns of the children of Ammon. Then
David and all the people went back to Jerusalem. 4Now after this there was
war with the Philistines at Gezer; then Sibbecai the Hushathite put to death
Sippai, one of the offspring of the Rephaim; and they were overcome. 5And
again there was war with the Philistines; and Elhanan, the son of Jair, put to
death Lahmi, the brother of Goliath the Gittite, the stem of whose spear was
like a cloth-worker's rod. 6 And again there was war at Gath, where there
was a very tall man, who had twenty-four fingers and toes, six fingers on his
hands and six toes on his feet; he was one of the offspring of the Rephaim.
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7 And when he put shame on Israel, Jonathan, the son of Shimea, David's
brother, put him to death. 8 These were of the offspring of the Rephaim in
Gath; they came to their death by the hands of David and his servants.

21
1 Now Satan, designing evil against Israel, put into David's mind the im-

pulse to take the number of Israel. 2And David said to Joab and the captains
of the people, Now let all Israel, from Beer-sheba to Dan, be numbered; and
give me word so that I may be certain of their number. 3And Joab said, May
the Lord make his people a hundred times more in number than they are;
but, my lord king, are they not all my lord's servants? why would my lord
have this done? why will he become a cause of sin to Israel? 4But the king's
wordwas stronger than Joab's. So Joabwent out andwent through all Israel
and came to Jerusalem. 5And Joab gave David the number of all the people;
all the men of Israel, able to take up arms, were one million, one hundred
thousandmen; and those of Judahwere four hundred and seventy thousand
men, able to take up arms. 6 But Levi and Benjamin were not numbered
among them, for Joab was disgusted with the king's order. 7 And God was
not pleased with this thing; so he sent punishment on Israel. 8 Then David
said to God, Great has been my sin in doing this; but now, be pleased to take
away the sin of your servant, for I have done very foolishly. 9Then the word
of the Lord came to Gad, David's seer, saying, 10 Go and say to David, The
Lord says, Three things are offered to you: say which of them you will have,
so that I may do it to you. 11 So Gad came to David and said to him, The Lord
says, Takewhichever youwill: 12Three yearswhen therewill not be enough
food; or three months of war, when you will go in flight before your haters,
being in great danger of the sword; or three days of the sword of the Lord,
disease in the land, and the angel of the Lord taking destruction through all
the land of Israel. Now give thought to the answer I am to take back to him
whosentme. 13AndDavid said toGad, This is aharddecision forme tomake:
let me come into the hands of the Lord, for great are his mercies: let me not
come into the hands ofmen. 14So the Lord sent disease on Israel, causing the
death of seventy thousandmen. 15AndGod sent an angel to Jerusalem for its
destruction: and when he was about to do so, the Lord saw, and had regret
for the evil, and said to the angel of destruction, It is enough; do no more.
Nowtheangel of theLordwasby thegrain-floorofOrnan the Jebusite. 16And
David, lifting up his eyes, saw the angel of the Lord there between earth and
heaven, with an uncovered sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem.
Then David and the responsible men, clothed in haircloth, went down on
their faces. 17And David said to God, Was it not I who gave the order for the
people to be numbered? It is I who have done the sin and the great wrong;
but these are only sheep; what have they done? let your hand, O Lord God,
be lifted up againstme and againstmy family, but not against your people to
send disease on them. 18Then the angel of the Lord gave orders to Gad to say
toDavid that hewas to go andput up analtar to the Lord on the grain-floor of
Ornan the Jebusite. 19AndDavidwent up, as Gad had said in the name of the
Lord. 20AndOrnan, turning back, saw the angel, and his four sonswhowere
with him went to a secret place. Now Ornan was crushing his grain. 21And
when David came, Ornan, looking, saw him, and came out from the grain-
floor and went down on his face to the earth before him. 22Then David said
to Ornan, Give me the place where this grain-floor is, so that I may put up
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an altar here to the Lord: let me have it for its full price; so that this disease
may be stopped among the people. 23And Ornan said to David, Take it, and
let my lord the king do what seems right to him. See, I give you the oxen for
burned offerings and the grain-cleaning instruments for fire-wood, and the
grain for themeal offering; I give it all. 24AndKingDavid said toOrnan, No; I
will certainly give you the full price for it, because Iwill not take for the Lord
what is yours, or give a burned offering without payment. 25 So David gave
Ornan six hundred shekels of gold by weight for the place. 26And David put
up an altar there to the Lord, offering burned offerings and peace-offerings
with prayers to the Lord; and he gave him an answer from heaven, sending
fire on the altar of burned offering. 27Then theLord gave orders to the angel,
and he put back his sword into its cover. 28At that time, whenDavid saw that
the Lord had given him an answer on the grain-floor of Ornan the Jebusite,
he made an offering there. 29 For the House of the Lord, which Moses had
made in the waste land, and the altar of burned offerings, were at that time
in the high place at Gibeon. 30 But David was not able to go before it to get
directions from the Lord, so great was his fear of the sword of the angel of
the Lord.

22
1ThenDavid said, This is the house of the LordGod, and this is the altar for

Israel's burned offerings. 2AndDavid gave orders to get together all themen
from strange lands who were in the land of Israel; and he put stone-cutters
to work, cutting stones for building the house of God. 3And he got together
a great store of iron, for the nails for the doors and for the joins; and brass,
more inweight thanmight bemeasured; 4And cedar-trees without number,
for the Zidonians and the men of Tyre came with a great amount of cedar-
trees for David. 5 And David said, Solomon my son is young and untested,
and the housewhich is to be put up for the Lord is to be very great, a thing of
wonder and glory through all countries; so I will make readywhat is needed
for it. So David got ready a great store of material before his death. 6 Then
he sent for his son Solomon, and gave him orders for the building of a house
for the Lord, the God of Israel. 7And David said to Solomon, My son, it was
my desire to put up a house for the name of the Lordmy God. 8But the word
of the Lord came to me saying, You have taken lives without number and
made great wars; I will not let you be the builder of a house for my name,
because of the lives you have taken on the earth before my eyes. 9 But you
will have a son who will be a man of rest; and I will give him rest fromwars
on every side. His name will be Solomon, and in his time I will give Israel
peace and quiet; 10He will be the builder of a house for my name; he will
be to me a son, and I will be to him a father; and I will make the seat of his
rule over Israel certain for ever. 11Now, my son, may the Lord be with you;
and may you do well, and put up the house of the Lord your God, as he has
said of you. 12 Only may the Lord give you wisdom, and knowledge of his
orders for Israel, so that you may keep the law of the Lord your God. 13And
all will go well for you, if you take care to keep the laws and the rules which
the Lord gave toMoses for Israel: be strong and take heart; have no fear and
do not be troubled. 14Now see, poor though I am, I have got ready for the
house of the Lord a hundred thousand talents of gold and a million talents
of silver; and aweight of brass and iron greater thanmay bemeasured; and
wood and stone have I made ready, and you may put more to it. 15And you
have a great number of workmen, cutters and workers of stone and wood,
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and experts in every sort of work, 16 In gold and silver and brass and iron
more than may be numbered. Up! then, and to work; and may the Lord be
with you. 17 Then David gave orders to all the chiefs of Israel to give their
help to Solomon his son, saying, 18 Is not the Lord your God with you? and
has he not given you rest on every side? for the Lord has given the people of
the land intomyhands, and the land is overcomebefore the Lord and before
his people. 19Now give your heart and soul to the worship of the Lord your
God; and get towork on the building of the holy place of the LordGod, so that
you may put the ark of the Lord's agreement and the holy vessels of God in
the house which is to bemade for the name of the Lord.

23
1Now David was old and full of days; and he made his son Solomon king

over Israel. 2And he got together all the chiefs of Israel, with the priests and
the Levites. 3 And the Levites, all those of thirty years old and over, were
numbered; and the number of them, by heads, man by man, was thirty-
eight thousand. 4 Of these, twenty-four thousand were to be overseers of
the work of the house of the Lord, and six thousand were judges and men
of authority; 5 Four thousand were door-keepers; and four thousand gave
praise to the Lord with the instruments which I made, said David, for giving
praise. 6And David put them into divisions under the names of the sons of
Levi: Gershon, Kohath, andMerari. 7Of the Gershonites: Ladan and Shimei.
8The sons of Ladan: Jehiel the chief, and Zetham and Joel, three. 9The sons
of Shimei: Shelomoth and Haziel and Haran, three; these were the heads of
the families of Ladan. 10 And the sons of Shimei: Jahath, Zizah and Jeush
and Beriah; these four were the sons of Shimei. 11 Jahath was the chief and
Zizah the second; but Jeush and Beriah had only a small number of sons, so
they were grouped together as one family. 12 The sons of Kohath: Amram,
Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel, four. 13 The sons of Amram: Aaron and Moses;
and Aaron was made separate and holy, he and his sons for ever, for the
care of the most holy things and the burning of offerings before the Lord,
to do his work and give blessings in his name for ever. 14 And the sons of
Moses, the man of God, were put into the list of the tribe of Levi. 15 The
sons of Moses: Gershom and Eliezer. 16 The sons of Gershom: Shebuel the
first. 17And the sons of Eliezer: Rehabiah the first; and Eliezer had no other
sons, but Rehabiah had a great number. 18 The sons of Izhar: Shelomith the
first. 19 The sons of Hebron: Jeriah the first, Amariah the second, Jahaziel
the third, and Jekameam the fourth. 20 The sons of Uzziel: Micah the first,
and Isshiah the second. 21 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi; the sons
of Mahli: Eleazar and Kish. 22 And at his death Eleazar had no sons, but
only daughters, and their relations, the sons of Kish, took them as wives.
23 The sons of Mushi: Mahli and Eder and Jeremoth, three. 24 These were
the sons of Levi, grouped by families, the heads of the families of those who
were numbered by name, by heads, all those of twenty years old and over
who did the work of the house of the Lord. 25 For David said, The Lord, the
God of Israel, has given his people rest, and he hasmade his resting-place in
Jerusalem for ever; 26And from now, there will be no need for the House of
the Lord, and the vessels used in it, to be moved about by the Levites. 27 So
among the last acts of David was the numbering of the sons of Levi, from
twenty years old and over. 28Their placewas by the side of the sons of Aaron
in all the work of the house of the Lord, in the open spaces and in the rooms,
in the making clean of all the holy things, in doing all the work of the house
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of the Lord, 29The holy breadwas in their care, and the crushed grain for the
meal offering, of unleavened cakes ormeal cooked over the fire or in water;
they had control of all sorts of weights and measures; 30 They had to take
their places everymorning to give praise andmakemelody to the Lord, and
in the same way at evening; 31 At every offering of burned offerings to the
Lord, on Sabbaths, and at the new moons, and on the regular feasts, in the
number ordered by the law, at all times before the Lord; 32And they had the
care of the Tent ofmeeting and theholy place, under thedirection of the sons
of Aaron their brothers, for the work of the house of the Lord.

24
1Now thedivisions intowhich the sons ofAaronwere groupedwere these:

the sons of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 2But Nadab and
Abihu came to their end before their father, and had no children; so Eleazar
and Ithamar did the work of priests. 3And David, with Zadok of the sons of
Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the sons of Ithamar, made distribution of them
into their positions for their work. 4And there were more chiefs among the
sons of Eleazar than among the sons of Ithamar; and this is how they were
grouped: of the sons of Eleazar therewere sixteen, all heads of families; and
of the sons of Ithamar, heads of families, there were eight. 5 So they were
put into groups, by the Lord's decision, one with another; for there were
rulers of the holy place and rulers of the house of God among the sons of
Eleazar and the sons of Ithamar. 6 And Shemaiah, the son of Nethanel the
scribe, who was a Levite, put down their names in writing, the king being
present with the rulers, and Zadok the priest, and Ahimelech, the son of
Abiathar, and the heads of families of the priests and the Levites; one family
being taken for Eleazar and then one for Ithamar, and so on. 7 Now the
first name to come out was that of Jehoiarib; the second Jedaiah, 8The third
Harim, the fourth Seorim, 9 The fifth Malchijah, the sixth Mijamin, 10 The
seventh Hakkoz, the eighth Abijah, 11The ninth Jeshua, the tenth Shecaniah,
12 The eleventh Eliashib, the twelfth Jakim, 13 The thirteenth Huppah, the
fourteenth Jeshebeab, 14 The fifteenth Bilgah, the sixteenth Immer, 15 The
seventeenth Hezir, the eighteenth Happizzez, 16 The nineteenth Pethahiah,
the twentieth Jehezkel, 17The twenty-first Jachin, the twenty-second Gamul,
18The twenty-third Delaiah, the twenty-fourth Maaziah. 19 So they were put
into their different groups, to take their places in the house of the Lord, in
agreement with the rules made by Aaron their father, as the Lord, the God
of Israel, had given him orders. 20And of the rest of the sons of Levi: of the
sons of Amram, Shubael; of the sons of Shubael, Jehdeiah. 21Of Rehabiah;
of the sons of Rehabiah, Isshiah the chief. 22Of the Izharites, Shelomoth; of
the sons of Shelomoth, Jahath. 23And the sons of Hebron: Jeriah the chief,
Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third, Jekameam the fourth. 24The sons of
Uzziel, Micah; of the sons ofMicah, Shamir. 25The brother ofMicah, Isshiah;
of the sons of Isshiah, Zechariah. 26 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi;
the sons of Jaaziah. 27 The sons of Merari: of Jaaziah, Shoham and Zaccur
and Ibri. 28Of Mahli: Eleazar, who had no sons. 29Of Kish: the sons of Kish,
Jerahmeel. 30 And the sons of Mushi: Mahli and Eder and Jerimoth. These
were the sons of the Levites by their families. 31Selectionwasmade of these
in the sameway as of their brothers the sons of Aaron, David the king being
present, with Zadok, and Ahimelech, and the heads of families of the priests
and of the Levites; the families of the chief in the same way as those of his
younger brother.
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25
1 Further, David and the chiefs of the servants of the holy place made

selection of certain of the sons of Asaph and of Heman and of Jeduthun for
the work of prophets, to make melody with corded instruments and brass;
and the number of the men for the work they had to do was: 2Of the sons
of Asaph: Zaccur and Joseph and Nethaniah and Asharelah, sons of Asaph;
under the direction of Asaph, acting as a prophet under the orders of the
king; 3Of Jeduthun: the six sons of Jeduthun, GedaliahandZeri and Jeshaiah,
Hashabiah and Mattithiah; under the direction of their father Jeduthun
who, acting as a prophet, with corded instruments gave praise and glory
to the Lord. 4 Of Heman, the sons of Heman: Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel,
Shebuel and Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti and Romamti-
ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, Mahazioth; 5 All these were sons of
Heman, the king's seer in the words of God. And to make great his power
God gave Heman fourteen sons and three daughters. 6All these, under the
direction of their father,mademusic in the house of the Lord, with brass and
corded instruments, for the worship of the house of God; Asaph, Jeduthun,
and Heman being under the orders of the king. 7And the number of them,
with their brothers who were trained and expert in making melody to the
Lord, was two hundred and eighty-eight. 8And selection was made of them
for their special work, all having equal chances, small as well as great, the
teacher as the learner. 9Now of the group of Asaph, the first name to come
out was Joseph; the second Gedaliah; he and his brothers and sons were
twelve? 10 The third Zaccur, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 11 The
fourth Izri, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 12 The fifth Nethaniah,
with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 13 The sixth Bukkiah, with his sons
and his brothers, twelve; 14 The seventh Jesharelah, with his sons and his
brothers, twelve; 15 The eighth Jeshaiah, with his sons and his brothers,
twelve; 16The ninthMattaniah, with his sons andhis brothers, twelve; 17The
tenth Shimei, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 18The eleventh Azarel,
with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 19 The twelfth Hashabiah, with his
sons and his brothers, twelve; 20 The thirteenth Shubael, with his sons and
his brothers, twelve; 21 The fourteenth Mattithiah, with his sons and his
brothers, twelve; 22 The fifteenth Jeremoth, with his sons and his brothers,
twelve; 23 The sixteenth Hananiah, with his sons and his brothers, twelve;
24 The seventeenth Joshbekashah, with his sons and his brothers, twelve;
25 The eighteenth Hanani, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 26 The
nineteenthMallothi, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 27The twentieth
Eliathah, with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 28 The twenty-first Hothir,
with his sons and his brothers, twelve; 29 The twenty-second Giddalti, with
his sons and his brothers, twelve; 30 The twenty-third Mahazioth, with his
sons and his brothers, twelve; 31 The twenty-fourth Romamti-ezer, with his
sons and his brothers, twelve.

26
1For the divisions of the door-keepers: of the Korahites, Meshelemiah, the

son ofKore, of the sons of Ebiasaph. 2AndMeshelemiahhad sons: Zechariah
the oldest, Jediael the second, Zebadiah the third, Jathniel the fourth, 3Elam
the fifth, Jehohanan the sixth, Eliehoenai the seventh. 4AndObed-edomhad
sons: Shemaiah the oldest, Jehozabad the second, Joah the third, and Sacar
the fourth, and Nethanel the fifth, 5Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the seventh,
Peullethai the eighth; for the blessing of God was on him. 6 And Shemaiah
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his son had sons, rulers over the family of their father, for they were able
men. 7The sons of Shemaiah: Othni and Rephael and Obed, Elzabad, whose
brothers were great men of war, Elihu and Semachiah. 8All these were sons
of Obed-edom: they and their sons and their brothers, able men and strong
for the work; sixty-two sons of Obed-edom. 9 Meshelemiah had sons and
brothers, eighteen able men. 10And Hosah, a son of the children of Merari,
had sons: Shimri the chief (for though hewas not the oldest, his fathermade
him chief); 11Hilkiah the second, Tebaliah the third, Zechariah the fourth:
Hosah had thirteen sons and brothers. 12 Of these were the divisions of
the door-keepers, men of authority, having responsible positions like their
brothers to be servants in the house of the Lord. 13 And the families were
taken by the decision of the Lord for every door; the small family had the
same chance as the great. 14And the care of the door on the east came out for
Shelemiah. Then the name of Zechariah his son, a man wise in discussion,
came out, and the door on the north was given to him. 15 To Obed-edom,
that on the south; and to his sons, the store-house. 16 To Hosah, the door on
the west, by the door of Shallecheth, at the footway which goes up, watch
by watch. 17 On the east were six Levites a day, and on the north and the
south four aday, and for the store-house twoand two. 18For thepillaredway,
on the west, four at the footway and two at the pillared way itself. 19 These
were the divisions of door-keepers, of the sons of the Korahites and of the
sons of Merari. 20 And the Levites their brothers were responsible for the
stores of the house of God and the holy things. 21 The sons of Ladan: sons
of the Gershonites of the family of Ladan, heads of families of Ladan the
Gershonite, Jehieli. 22 The sons of Jehieli: Zetham and Joel, his brother, had
the care of the stores of the house of the Lord. 23Of the Amramites, of the
Izharites, of the Hebronites, of the Uzzielites: 24 And Shebuel, the son of
Gershom, the son of Moses, was controller of the stores. 25And his brothers:
of Eliezer, Rehabiah his son, and Jeshaiah his son, and Joram his son, and
Zichri his son, and Shelomoth his son. 26 Shelomoth and his brothers were
responsible forall the storeofholy thingswhichDavid thekingand theheads
of families, the captains of thousands and of hundreds, and the captains of
the army, had given to the Lord. 27 From the goods taken in war, they gave,
as a holy offering, materials for the building of the house of the Lord. 28And
everything Samuel the prophet and Saul, the son of Kish, and Abner, the
son of Ner, and Joab, the son of Zeruiah, had made holy; whatever anyone
had given, it was under the care of Shelomoth and his brothers. 29 Of the
Izharites, Chenaniah and his sons had to do all the public business of Israel,
in relation to judges and men in authority. 30Of the Hebronites, Hashabiah
and his brothers, seventeen hundred able men, were overseers of Israel on
the other side of the Jordan, to the west, being responsible for all the work
of the Lord's house and for the work done by the king's servants. 31Of the
Hebronites, Jerijah was the chief of all the Hebronites, in their generations
by families. In the fortieth year of the rule of David a search was made, and
ablemenwere seen among them at Jazer of Gilead. 32And his brotherswere
two thousand, sevenhundred ablemen, heads of families, whomKingDavid
made overseers over the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe of
Manasseh, in everything to do with God, and for the king's business.

27
1Now the number of the children of Israel, that is, the heads of families,

and the captains of thousands and of hundreds, and the men in authority
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who were servants of the king in anything to do with the divisions which
came in and went out month by month through all the months of the year,
in every division were twenty-four thousand. 2 Over the first division for
the first month was Ishbaal, the son of Zabdiel; and in his division were
twenty-four thousand. 3 He was of the sons of Perez, and the chief of all
the captains of the army for the first month. 4And over the division for the
secondmonthwas Eleazar, the son of Dodai the Ahohite, the ruler; and in his
division were twenty-four thousand. 5The third captain of the army for the
third month was Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada the priest; and in his division
were twenty-four thousand. 6 This is the same Benaiah who was the great
man of the thirty, chief of the thirty; and in his division was Ammizabad his
son. 7 The fourth captain for the fourth month was Asahel, the brother of
Joab, and Zebadiah his son after him; and in his division were twenty-four
thousand. 8The fifth captain for the fifthmonth was Shamhuth the Izrahite;
and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 9 The sixth captain for the
sixth month was Ira, the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite; and in his division were
twenty-four thousand. 10 The seventh captain for the seventh month was
Helez the Pelonite, of the sons of Ephraim; and in his division were twenty-
four thousand. 11 The eighth captain for the eighth month was Sibbecai the
Hushathite, of the Zerahites; and in his divisionwere twenty-four thousand.
12 The ninth captain for the ninth month was Abiezer the Anathothite, of
the Benjamites; and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 13The tenth
captain for the tenthmonthwasMaharai the Netophathite, of the Zerahites;
and in his division were twenty-four thousand. 14 The eleventh captain for
the eleventhmonthwasBenaiah thePirathonite, of the sons of Ephraim; and
in his division were twenty-four thousand. 15 The twelfth captain for the
twelfth month was Heldai the Netophathite, of Othniel; and in his division
were twenty-four thousand. 16And over the tribes of Israel: the ruler of the
Reubenites was Eliezer, the son of Zichri; of the Simeonites, Shephatiah, the
son of Maacah; 17Of Levi, Hashabiah, the son of Kemuel; of Aaron, Zadok;
18Of Judah, Elihu, one of the brothers of David; of Issachar, Omri, the son of
Michael; 19Of Zebulun, Ishmaiah, the son of Obadiah; of Naphtali, Jerimoth,
the son of Azriel; 20Of the children of Ephraim, Hoshea, the son of Azaziah;
of the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joel, the son of Pedaiah; 21Of the half-tribe of
Manasseh in Gilead, Iddo, the son of Zechariah; of Benjamin, Jaasiel, the son
of Abner; 22Of Dan, Azarel, the son of Jeroham. These were the captains of
the tribes of Israel. 23But David did not take the number of those who were
under twenty years old, for the Lord had said that he wouldmake Israel like
the stars of heaven innumber. 24Thenumberingwas startedby Joab, the son
of Zeruiah, but he did not go on to the end; and because of it, wrath came on
Israel and the number was not recorded in the history of King David. 25And
Azmaveth, the son of Adiel, was controller of the king's property; Jonathan,
the son of Uzziah, had control of all store-houses in country places and in
the towns and little towns and strong places; 26 Ezri, the son of Chelub, had
authority over the field-workers and farmers; 27 Shimei the Ramathite was
responsible for the vine-gardens; Zabdi the Shiphmite was responsible for
the produce of the vine-gardens and for all the stores of wine; 28Baal-hanan
the Gederite was responsible for the olive-trees and the sycamore-trees in
the lowlands; and Joash for the stores of oil; 29And Shitrai the Sharonite was
responsible for the herds in the grass-lands of Sharon, and Shaphat, the son
of Adlai, for those in the valleys; 30 Obil the Ishmaelite had control of the
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camels and Jehdeiah the Meronothite of the she-asses; 31 The flocks were in
the care of Jaziz the Hagarite. All these were the controllers of King David's
property. 32 Now Jonathan, David's father's brother, expert in discussion,
and a man of good sense, was a scribe; and Jehiel the son of Hachmoni,
had the care of the king's sons; 33 And Ahithophel was the king's expert in
discussion and Hushai the Archite was the king's friend. 34After Ahithophel
was Jehoiada, the son of Benaiah, andAbiathar; and the captain of the king's
armywas Joab.

28
1And David got together at Jerusalem all the rulers of Israel, the chiefs of

the tribes and the captains of the divisions waiting on the king in turn, and
thecaptainsof thousandsand thecaptainsofhundredsand thecontrollersof
all thegoodsandpropertyof thekingandhis sons,with theunsexed servants
and the great men of war. 2Then David the king got up and said, Give ear to
me,mybrothers andmypeople; itwasmydesire to put up ahouse, a resting-
place for thearkof theLord's agreement, and for the foot-rest ofourGod; and
I had got material ready for the building of it. 3But God said to me, You are
not to be the builder of a house for my name, because you are a man of war
and have taken life; 4 Though the Lord, the God of Israel, took me out of all
my father's family, to be king over Israel for ever, marking out Judah to be
chief, and, of the people of Judah, my father's family; and among the sons of
my father hewas pleased tomakemeking over all Israel; 5Andof allmy sons
(for the Lord has givenme a great number of sons) he has made selection of
Solomon to take his place on the seat of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel.
6And he said to me, Solomon your son will be the builder of my house and
the open spaces round it; for I have taken him to bemy son, and I will be his
father. 7 I will keep his kingdom in its place for ever, if he is strong at all times
to domy orders and keepmy rules, as at this day. 8So now, before the eyes of
all Israel, the people of the Lord, and in the hearing of our God, keep and be
true to the orders of the Lord your God; so that youmay have this good land
for yourselves and give it for a heritage to your children after you for ever.
9 And you, Solomon my son, get knowledge of the God of your father, and
be his servant with a true heart and with a strong desire, for the Lord is the
searcherofall hearts, andhasknowledgeofall thedesignsofmen's thoughts;
if you make search for him, he will be near you; but if you are turned away
from him, he will give you up for ever. 10Now then, take note; for the Lord
has made selection of you to be the builder of a house for the holy place. Be
strong and do it. 11 Then David gave to his son Solomon the design of the
doorway of the house of God and of its houses and its store-houses, and the
higher rooms and the inner rooms and the place for the mercy-seat; 12And
the design of all he had in his heart for the outer squares of the house of the
Lord, and for the rooms all round it, and for the store-houses of the house of
the Lord, and for the store-houses for the holy things; 13And for the divisions
of thepriests andLevites, and forall thework inconnectionwith theworship
of thehouseof theLord, andall thevessels used in thehouseof theLord; 14Of
gold, by weight, for the vessels of gold, for all the vessels of different uses;
and silver for all the vessels of silver by weight, for vessels of different uses;
15And gold byweight for the light-supports and the vessels for the lights, the
weight of gold needed for every support and every vessel for lights; and for
the silver light-supports, the weight of silver needed for every support and
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for thedifferent vessels as everyonewas tobeused; 16Andgoldbyweight for
the tables for the holy bread for every table, and silver for the silver tables;
17 Clear gold for the meat-hooks and the basins and the cups; for the gold
basins, gold enoughbyweight for every basin; and silver byweight for every
silver basin; 18And the best gold for the altar of perfumes; and gold for the
design of the carriage, for the winged ones whose wings were outstretched
covering the ark of the Lord's agreement. 19All this, said David, the design
for all these things, has been made dear to me in writing by the hand of the
Lord. 20AndDavid said tohis son Solomon, Be strong andof a goodheart and
doyourwork; haveno fear anddonot be troubled, for theLordGod,myGod,
iswith you; hewill not give youup, andhis facewill not be turnedaway from
you, till all the work necessary for the house of the Lord is complete. 21And
see, there are the divisions of the priests and Levites for all the work of the
house of God; and every trained and expert workmanwill be ready to do for
youwhatever is needed; and the captains and the people will be under your
orders in everything.

29
1And David the king said to all the people, Solomon my son, the only one

who has been marked out by God, is still young and untested, and the work
is great, for this great house is not for man, but for the Lord God. 2Now as
far as I am able, I have made ready what is needed for the house of my God;
the gold for the things of gold, and the silver for the silver things, and the
brass for the brass things, iron for the things of iron, andwood for the things
of wood; beryls and jewels to be framed, and stones of different colours for
ornament; all sorts of stones of great price, and polished building-stone, as
much as is needed andmore. 3And because this house of God is dear to me,
I give my private store of gold and silver to the house of my God, in addition
to all I have got ready for the holy house; 4 Even three thousand talents of
gold of Ophir and seven thousand talents of the best silver, for plating the
walls of the house: 5Gold for the gold things, and silver for the silver things,
and for every sort of work to be done by the expert workmen. Who then
will come forward, offering himself this day for the Lord's work? 6Then the
heads of families and the chiefs of the tribes of Israel, and the captains of
thousandsandofhundreds,with the controllers of theking's business, freely
gave themselves; 7 And they gave for the use of the house of the Lord, five
thousand talents and ten thousand darics of gold, and ten thousand talents
of silver, and eighteen thousand talents of brass, and a hundred thousand
talents of iron. 8And those who had stones of great price gave them to the
store of the house of the Lord, under the care of Jehiel the Gershonite. 9Then
the people were glad because their offerings were freely given, for with a
true heart they freely gave what they had to the Lord; and David the king
was full of joy. 10 So David gave praise to the Lord before all the people; and
David said, Praise be to you, O Lord the God of Israel, our father for ever and
ever. 11 Yours, O Lord, is the strength and the power and the glory, and the
authority and the honour: for everything in heaven and on earth is yours;
yours is thekingdom,OLord, andyouare liftedupasheadover all. 12Wealth
and honour come from you, and you are ruler over all, and in your hand is
power and strength; it is in your power tomake great, and to give strength to
all. 13Sonow, ourGod,wegive youpraise, honouring the glory of yourname.
14ButwhoamIandwhat ismypeople, thatwehavepower to give so freely in
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thisway? for all things come fromyou, andwhatwehave given you is yours.
15Forwe, as all our fatherswere, are likemen froma strange country before
you, who have got a place for a time in the land; our days on the earth are
like a shade, and there is nohope of going on. 16OLordourGod, all this store,
which we have made ready for the building of a house for your holy name,
comes from your hand and is yours. 17And I am conscious, my God, that you
are the searcher of hearts, taking pleasure in righteousness. As for me, with
an upright heart I have freely given all these things; and I have seenwith joy
your peoplewho are here tomake their offerings freely to you. 18OLord, the
God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, keep this for ever in the
deepest thoughts of your people, and let their hearts befixed and true to you;
19And give to Solomonmy son a true heart, to keep your orders, your rules,
and your laws, and to do all these things, and to put up this great house for
which I havemade ready. 20AndDavid said to all the people, Nowgivepraise
to the Lord your God. And all the people gave praise to the Lord, the God of
their fathers, with bent heads worshipping the Lord and the king. 21 And
they made offerings to the Lord, and gave burned offerings to the Lord, on
thedayafter, a thousandoxen, a thousandsheep, anda thousand lambs,with
their drinkofferings, andagreatwealthof offerings for all Israel. 22Andwith
great joy theymadea feastbefore theLord thatday. And theymadeSolomon,
the son of David, king a second time, putting the holy oil on him tomake him
holy to theLordas ruler, andonZadokaspriest. 23SoSolomonwasput on the
seat of theLord as king inplace of his fatherDavid, and everythingwentwell
for him; and all Israel was under his authority. 24And all the chiefs and the
menofwarandall the sonsofKingDavidput themselvesunder theauthority
of Solomon the king. 25And the Lord made Solomon great in the eyes of all
Israel, clothing him with glory and honour such as no other king in Israel
had had before him. 26Now David, the son of Jesse, was king over all Israel.
27 For forty years he was ruling as king over Israel, seven years in Hebron
and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 28And he came to his end after a long
life, full of days and great wealth and honour; and Solomon his son became
king in his place. 29Now all the acts of David, first and last, are recorded in
the words of Samuel the seer, and the words of Nathan the prophet, and the
words of Gad the seer; 30 Together with all his rule and his power, and the
eventswhich took place in his time, in Israel and in all the kingdoms of other
lands.
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The Second Book of Chronicles
1And Solomon, the son of David, made himself strong in his kingdom, and

theLordhisGodwaswithhim, andmadehimverygreat. 2AndSolomonsent
word to all Israel, to the captains of thousands and of hundreds and to the
judgesand toeverychief inall Israel, headsof their families. 3ThenSolomon,
and all themen of Israel with him, went to the high place at Gibeon, because
the Tent of meeting of God, which Moses, the servant of the Lord, had made
in the waste land, was there. 4But the ark of God had been moved by David
from Kiriath-jearim to the place which he had made ready for it, for he had
putupa tent for it at Jerusalem. 5And thealtarofbrasswhichBezalel, the son
of Uri, the son of Hur, had made, was there before the Tent of the Lord; and
Solomon and all the people went to give worship there. 6And Solomonwent
up there to the brass altar before the Lord at the Tent of meeting, offering
on it a thousand burned offerings. 7 In that night God came to Solomon in a
vision, and said to him, Saywhat I am to give you. 8And Solomon said toGod,
Great was yourmercy to Davidmy father, and you havemademe king in his
place. 9Now,OLordGod, let yourword toDavidmy father come true; for you
havemademeking over a people like the dust of the earth innumber. 10Give
menowwisdomandknowledge, so that Imay go out and come in before this
people: for who is able to be the judge of this great people of yours? 11And
God said to Solomon, Because this was in your heart, and you did not make
request formoney, property, or honour, or for the destruction of your haters,
or for long life; but you have made request for wisdom and knowledge for
yourself, so that youmay be the judge of my people over whom I havemade
you king: 12Wisdom and knowledge are given to you; and I will give you
wealth and honour, such as no king has had before you or ever will have
after you. 13 So Solomon went back from the high place at Gibeon, from
before the Tent ofmeeting, to Jerusalem; and hewas king over Israel. 14And
Solomon got together war-carriages and horsemen; he had one thousand,
fourhundredcarriagesand twelve thousandhorsemen,whichhekept, some
in the carriage-towns and some with the king at Jerusalem. 15And the king
made silver and gold as common as stones in Jerusalem, and cedar like the
sycamore-trees of the lowland in number. 16And Solomon's horses came out
of Egypt; the king's traders got them from Kue at a price. 17A war-carriage
might be got from Egypt for six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse for
a hundred and fifty: they got them at the same rate for all the kings of the
Hittites and the kings of Aram.

2
1 Now it was Solomon's purpose to put up a house for the name of the

Lord and a house for himself as king. 2And Solomon had seventy thousand
men numbered for transport, and eighty thousand for cutting stone in the
mountains, and three thousand, six hundred as overseers. 3 And Solomon
sent to Huram, king of Tyre, saying, As you did for my father David, sending
him cedar-trees for the building of his house, 4 See! I am building a house
for the name of the LordmyGod, to bemade holy to him,where perfumes of
sweet spices will be burned before him, and the holy bread will be placed at
all times, and burned offerings will be offered morning and evening, on the
Sabbaths and at the new moons, and on the regular feasts of the Lord our
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God. This is a law for ever to Israel. 5 And the house which I am building
is to be great, for our God is greater than all gods. 6 But who may have
strength enough to make a house for him, seeing that the heaven and the
heaven of heavens are not wide enough to be his resting-place? who am I
then to make a house for him? But I am building it only for the burning of
perfume before him. 7 So now send me an expert worker in gold and silver
and brass and iron? in purple and red and blue, and in the cutting of all
sorts of ornament, to be with the expert workmen who are here in Judah
and in Jerusalem, whommy father David got together. 8And sendme cedar-
trees, cypress-trees and sandal-wood from Lebanon, for, to my knowledge,
your servants are expert wood-cutters in Lebanon; and my servants will be
with yours, 9 To get trees for me in great numbers, for the house which I
am building is to be great and a wonder. 10 And I will give as food to your
servants, the wood-cutters, twenty thousandmeasures of grain, and twenty
thousand measures of barley and twenty thousand measures of wine and
twenty thousandmeasures of oil. 11ThenHuram, king of Tyre, sent Solomon
an answer in writing, saying, Because of his love for his people the Lord has
made you king over them. 12 And Huram said, Praise be to the Lord, the
God of Israel, maker of heaven and earth, who has given to David the king
awise son, full ofwisdomand good sense, to be the builder of a house for the
Lord and a house for himself as king. 13 And now I am sending you a wise
and expert man, Huram who is as my father, 14 The son of a woman of the
daughters of Dan, whose father was aman of Tyre, an expert worker in gold
and silver and brass and iron, in stone and wood, in purple and blue and
fair linen and red, trained in the cutting of every sort of ornament and the
invention of every sort of design; let himbe given a place among your expert
workmenand those ofmy lord, your fatherDavid. 15Sonow letmy lord send
to his servants the grain and the oil and the wine as my lord has said; 16And
wewill havewood cut from Lebanon, asmuch as you have need of, andwill
send it to you on flat boats by sea to Joppa, and from there youmay take it up
to Jerusalem. 17Then Solomon took the number of all the men from strange
lands who were living in Israel, as his father David had done; there were a
hundred and fifty-three thousand, six hundred. 18 Seventy thousand he put
to the work of transport, eighty thousand to cutting stone in the mountains,
and three thousand, six hundred as overseers to put the people to work.

3
1 Then Solomon made a start at building the house of the Lord on Mount

Moriah in Jerusalem, where the Lord had been seen by his father David,
in the place which David had made ready in the grain-floor of Ornan the
Jebusite. 2 The building was started in the second month in the fourth year
of his rule. 3 And Solomon put the base of the house of God in position; by
the older measure it was sixty cubits long and twenty cubits wide. 4 And
the covered way in front of the house was twenty cubits long, as wide as
the house, and a hundred and twenty cubits high, all plated inside with the
best gold. 5 And the greater house was roofed with cypress-wood, plated
with the best gold and ornamented with designs of palm-trees and chains.
6And the house was made beautiful with stones of great value, and the gold
was gold of Parvaim. 7All the house was plated with gold, the supports, the
steps, the walls and the doors; and the walls were ornamented with designs
of winged ones. 8 And he made the most holy place; it was twenty cubits
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long, and twenty cubits wide, like the greater house, and was plated all over
with the best gold; six hundred talents were used for it. 9And fifty shekels
weight of goldwasused for thenails. Hehadall thehigher roomsplatedwith
gold. 10 And in the most holy place he made images of two winged beings,
covering them with gold. 11 Their outstretched wings were twenty cubits
across; one wing, five cubits long, touching the wall of the house, and the
other, of the same size, meeting the wing of the other winged one. 12And in
the same way, the wings of the other, five cubits long, were stretched out,
one touching the wall and the other meeting the wing of the first winged
one. 13Their outstretchedwingswere twenty cubits across; theywereplaced
upright on their feet, facing the inner part of the house. 14And he made the
veil of blue and purple and red, of the best linen, worked with winged ones.
15And in front of the house hemade two pillars, thirty-five cubits high, with
crowns on the tops of them, five cubits high. 16Andhemade chains, like neck
ornaments, and put them on the tops of the pillars, and a hundred apples on
the chains. 17He put up the pillars in front of the Temple, one on the right
side and one on the left, naming the one on the right Jachin and that on the
left Boaz.

4
1 Then he made a brass altar, twenty cubits long, twenty cubits wide and

tencubitshigh. 2Andhemade thegreatwater-vessel ofmetal, round in form,
measuring ten cubits across from edge to edge; it was five cubits high and
thirty cubits round. 3And under it was a design of flowers all round it, ten
to a cubit, circling thewater-vessel in two lines; theyweremade from liquid
metal at the same timeas thewater-vessel. 4 Itwas supportedon twelveoxen,
three facing to the north, three to the west, three to the south, and three to
the east, the water-vessel resting on top of them; their back parts were all
turned to the middle of it. 5 It was as thick as a man's open hand, and the
edge of it was curved like the edge of a cup, like a lily flower; it would take
three thousandbaths. 6Andhemade tenwashing-vessels, puttingfiveon the
right side andfive on the left; such things aswere used inmaking the burned
offering were washed in them; but the great water-vessel was to be used by
the priests for washing themselves. 7 And he made the ten gold supports
for the lights, as directions had been given for them, and he put them in the
Temple, five on the right side and five on the left. 8He made ten tables, and
put them in the Temple, five on the right side and five on the left. And he
made a hundred gold basins. 9Then he made the open space for the priests,
and the great open space and its doors, plating thedoorswithbrass. 10Heput
the great water-vessel on the right side of the house to the east, facing south.
11And Huram made all the pots and the spades and the basins. So he came
to the end of all thework he did for King Solomon in the house of God: 12The
two pillars, and the two crowns on the tops of the pillars, and the network
covering the two cups of the crowns on the tops of the pillars; 13And the four
hundredapples for thenetwork, two linesof apples for thenetworkcovering
the two cups of the crowns on the pillars. 14 And he made the ten bases
and the ten washing-vessels which were on the bases; 15 The great water-
vessel with the twelve oxen under it. 16All the pots and the spades and the
meat-hooks and their vessels, whichHuram,whowas as his father,made for
King Solomon for the house of the Lord, were of polished brass. 17 The king
made themof liquidmetal in the lowlandof Jordan, in the soft earthbetween
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SuccothandZeredah. 18SoSolomonmadeall these vessels, a very great store
of them, and theweight of the brass usedwas notmeasured. 19And Solomon
made all the vessels used in the house of God, the gold altar and the tables
on which the holy bread was placed, 20And the supports for the lights with
their lights, to be burning in the regular way in front of the inmost room, of
thebest gold; 21Theflowers and thevessels for the lights and the instruments
used for them, were all of gold; it was the best gold. 22 The scissors and the
basins and the spoons and thefire-trays, of the best gold; and the inner doors
of the house, opening into the most holy place, and the doors of the Temple,
were all of gold.

5
1 So all the work which Solomon did for the house of the Lord was

complete. And Solomon took the holy things which David his father had
given, the silver and the gold and all the vessels, and put them in the store-
houses of the house of God. 2Then Solomon sent for all the responsible men
of Israel, all the chiefs of the tribes and the heads of families of the children
of Israel, to come to Jerusalem and take the ark of the Lord's agreement up
out of the town of David, which is Zion. 3 And all the men of Israel came
together to the king at the feast in the seventh month. 4All the responsible
men of Israel came, and the Levites took up the ark. 5 They took up the ark
and the Tent of meeting and all the holy vessels which were in the Tent; all
these the priests, the Levites, took up. 6AndKing Solomon and all themen of
Israel who had come together there with him, were before the ark, making
offerings of sheep and oxenmore thanmight be numbered. 7And the priests
took the ark of the Lord's agreement and put it in its place, in the inner room
of thehouse, in themostholyplace, under thewingsof thewingedones. 8For
their wings were outstretched over the place where the ark was, covering
the ark and its rods. 9The rods were so long that their ends were seen from
the holy place before the inmost room; but theywere not seen from outside;
and there they are to this day. 10 Nothing was in the ark but the two flat
stones whichMoses put there at Horeb, where the Lordmade an agreement
with the children of Israel when they came out of Egypt. 11Now when the
priests had come out of the holy place, (for all the priests who were present
hadmade themselves holy, not keeping to their divisions; 12And the Levites
who made the music, all of them, Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun, and their sons
and brothers, robed in fair linen, were in their places with their brass and
corded instruments at the east side of the altar, and with them a hundred
and twenty priests blowing horns;) 13 And when the players on horns, and
those who made melody in song, with one voice were sounding the praise
andgloryof theLord;with loudvoices andwithwind instruments, andbrass
and corded instruments of music, praising the Lord and saying, He is good;
his mercy is unchanging for ever: then the house was full of the cloud of the
glory of the Lord, 14 So that the priests were not able to keep their places to
do their work because of the cloud; for the house of Godwas full of the glory
of the Lord.

6
1 Then Solomon said, O Lord, to the sun you have given the heaven for a

living-place, but your living-place was not seen bymen, 2So I havemade for
you a living-place, a house in which you may be for ever present. 3 Then,
turning his face about, the king gave a blessing to all the men of Israel; and
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they were all on their feet together. 4And he said, Praise be to the Lord, the
God of Israel, who himself gave his word to my father David, and with his
strong hand has made his word come true, saying, 5 From the day when I
tookmy people out of the land of Egypt, no town in all the tribes of Israel has
beenmarkedout byme for thebuilding of ahouse for the resting-place ofmy
name; and I took noman to be a ruler overmypeople Israel; 6But now I have
made selection of Jerusalem, that my name might be there, and of David, to
be over my people Israel. 7Now it was in the heart of my father David to put
up a house for the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 8But the Lord said to
Davidmy father, Youdidwell tohave inyourheart thedesire tomakeahouse
formyname: 9But you yourselfwill not be the builder of the house; but your
son, the offspring of your body, he it is whowill put up a house formy name.
10And the Lord has kept his word; for I have taken my father David's place
on the seat of the kingdom of Israel, as the Lord gave his word; and I have
made the house for the name of the Lord the God of Israel. 11 And there I
have put the ark, inwhich is the agreement of the Lord, which hemadewith
the people of Israel. 12Then he took his place in front of the altar of the Lord,
all the men of Israel being present, 13 (For Solomon had made a brass stage,
five cubits long, five cubits wide and three cubits high, and had put it in the
middle of the open space; on this he took his place and went down on his
knees before all the meeting of Israel, stretching out his hands to heaven.)
14Andhe said, O Lord, the God of Israel, there is noGod like you in heaven or
on earth; keeping faith andmercy unchanging for your servants, while they
go inyourwayswithall theirhearts; 15Foryouhavekept thewordwhichyou
gave to your servant David, my father; with yourmouth you said it andwith
your hand you havemade it come true this day. 16So now, O Lord, the God of
Israel, let your word to your servant David, my father, come true, when you
said, Youwill never bewithout aman to take his place beforeme on the seat
of the kingdom of Israel; if only your children give attention to their ways,
walking in my law, as you have done before me. 17 So now, O Lord, the God
of Israel, make your word come true which you said to your servant David.
18 But is it truly possible that God may be housed with men on earth? see,
heaven and the heaven of heavens are not wide enough to be your resting-
place: howmuch less this housewhich I havemade: 19Still, let your heart be
turned to the prayer of your servant and to his prayer for grace, O Lord my
God, and give ear to the cry and the prayerwhich your servantmakes before
you; 20That your eyes may be open to this house day and night, to this place
of which you have said that you would put your name there; to give ear to
the prayer which your servant may make, turning to this place. 21And give
ear to the prayers of your servant and of your people Israel, when theymake
their prayers, turning to this place; give ear from heaven your living-place;
and hearing have mercy. 22 If a man does wrong to his neighbour and has
to take an oath, and comes before your altar to take his oath in this house:
23 Then let your ear be open in heaven, and be the judge of your servants,
giving punishment to the wrongdoer, so that his sin may come on his head;
and, by your decision, keeping fromevil himwhohas done nowrong. 24And
if your people Israel are overcome in war, because of their sin against you;
if they are turned to you again, honouring your name, making prayers and
requesting your grace in this house: 25 Then give ear from heaven, and let
the sin of your people Israel have forgiveness, and take them back again to
the landwhich you gave to themand to their fathers. 26Whenheaven is shut
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upand there is no rain, because of their sin against you: if theymakeprayers
with their faces turned to this place, honouring yournameand turning away
from their sinwhenyou send trouble on them: 27Thengive ear fromheaven,
so that the sin of your servants and the sin of your people Israel may have
forgiveness, when youmake clear to them the goodway inwhich they are to
go; and send rain on your landwhich youhave given to your people for their
heritage. 28 If there is no food in the land, if there is disease, if the fruits of the
earth are damaged by heat or water, locust or worm; if their towns are shut
in by their attackers: whatever trouble or whatever disease there may be:
29Whatever prayer or request for your grace is made by any man, or by all
your people Israel, whatever his troublemay be, whose hands are stretched
out to this house: 30Then give ear fromheaven your living-place, answering
with forgiveness, and give to every man, whose secret heart is open to you,
the reward of all his ways; (for you, and you only, have knowledge of the
hearts of the children ofmen;) 31So that theymay give youworship, walking
in your ways, as long as they are living in the land which you gave to our
fathers. 32And as for theman from a strange land, who is not of your people
Israel but comes from a far country because of the glory of your name and
your strong hand and your outstretched arm; when he comes to make his
prayer, turning to this house: 33Then give ear fromheavenyour living-place,
and give him his desire, whatever it may be; so that all the peoples of the
earthmayhaveknowledgeofyourname,worshippingyouasdoyourpeople
Israel, andmay see that this housewhich I havemade is truly namedby your
name. 34 If your people go out to war against their attackers, by whatever
wayyoumay send them, if theymake their prayers to you turning their faces
to this town of yours and to this house which I have put up for your name:
35Then give ear from heaven to their prayer and their cry for grace, and see
right done to them. 36 If they do wrong against you, (for no man is without
sin,) and you are angry with them, and give them up into the power of those
who are fighting against them, so that they take them away prisoners to a
land far off or near; 37And if they take thought, in the land where they are
prisoners, turning again to you, crying out in prayer to you in that land, and
saying, We are sinners, we have done wrong, we have done evil; 38 If with
all their heart and soul they are turned again to you, in the land where they
are prisoners, the landwhere they have been taken, andmake their prayers,
turning their eyes to their land which you gave to their fathers, and to the
town which you took for yourself, and the house which I have made for
your name: 39 Then give ear from heaven your living-place to their prayer
and their cry, and see right done to them, answering with forgiveness your
people who have done wrong against you. 40Now, Omy God, may your eyes
be open and your ears awake to the prayersmade in this place. 41Up! now, O
Lord God, come back to your resting-place, you and the ark of your strength:
let your priests, O Lord God, be clothedwith salvation, and let your saints be
glad inwhat is good. 42OLordGod, let himwhomyouhave taken foryourself
never be given up by you: keep inmind yourmercies to David your servant.

7
1Nowwhen Solomon's prayers were ended, fire came down from heaven,

burning up all the offerings; and the house was full of the glory of the Lord.
2And the priests were not able to go into the house of the Lord, for the Lord's
house was full of the glory of the Lord. 3And all the children of Israel were
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looking on when the fire came down, and the glory of the Lord was on the
house; and they went down on their knees, with their faces to the earth,
worshipping and praising the Lord, and saying, He is good; for his mercy
is unchanging for ever. 4 Then the king and all the people made offerings
before the Lord. 5King Solomon made an offering of twenty-two thousand
oxen, and a hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the
people kept the feast of the opening of the house of God. 6 And the priests
were in their places, and the Levites with their instruments of music for the
Lord's song, whichDavid the king hadmade for the praise of the Lordwhose
mercy is unchanging for ever, when David gave praise by their hand; and
the priests were sounding horns before them; and all Israel were on their
feet. 7 Then Solomon made holy the middle of the open square in front of
the house of the Lord, offering the burned offerings there, and the fat of the
peace-offerings; for there was not room on the brass altar which Solomon
had made for all the burned offerings and the meal offerings and the fat.
8 So Solomon kept the feast at that time for seven days, and all Israel with
him, a very great meeting, for the people had come together from the way
into Hamath and from as far as the river of Egypt. 9And on the eighth day
they had a holy meeting; the offerings for making the altar holy went on for
sevendays, and the feast for sevendays. 10Andon the twenty-thirddayof the
seventh month, he sent the people away to their tents, full of joy and glad in
their hearts, because of all the goodwhich the Lord had done toDavid and to
Solomon and to Israel his people. 11 So Solomon came to the end of building
thehouseof theLordand theking'shouse; andeverythingwhich itwas inhis
mind to make in the house of the Lord and for himself had been well done.
12Now the Lord came to Solomon in a vision by night, and said to him, I have
given ear to your prayer, and have taken this place for myself as a house
where offerings are to be made. 13 If, at my word, heaven is shut up, so that
there is no rain, or if I send locusts on the land for its destruction, or if I send
disease on my people; 14 If my people, on whom my name is named, make
themselves lowandcome tome inprayer, searching formeand turning from
their evil ways; then I will give ear from heaven, overlooking their sin, and
will give life again to their land. 15Now my eyes will be open and my ears
awake to the prayers made in this place. 16 For I have taken this house for
myself and made it holy, so that my name may be there for ever; and my
eyes and my heart will be there at all times. 17And as for you, if you will go
onyourwaybeforemeasDavidyour fatherdid, doingwhatever Ihavegiven
you orders to do and keepingmy laws andmy decisions: 18Then I will make
strong the seat of your kingdom, as I gave my word to David your father,
saying, Youwill never bewithout aman to be ruler in Israel. 19But if you are
turned away fromme, and do not keepmy orders andmy lawswhich I have
put before you, but go and make yourselves servants to other gods, giving
themworship: 20Then Iwill have this people uprooted out ofmy landwhich
Ihavegiven them; and thishouse,which Ihavemadeholy formyname, Iwill
put away frombeforemy eyes, andmake it an example and aword of shame
amongall peoples. 21And this housewill becomeamass of brokenwalls, and
everyone who goes by will be overcomewith wonder, and will say, Why has
the Lord done so to this land and to this house? 22And their answer will be,
Because theywere turned away from the Lord, the God of their fathers, who
took them out of the land of Egypt, and took for themselves other gods and
gave them worship and became their servants: that is why he has sent all
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this evil on them.

8
1Now at the end of twenty years, in which time Solomon had put up the

house of the Lord and a house for himself, 2 He took in hand the building
up of the towns which Huram had given him, causing the children of Israel
to make living-places for themselves there. 3And Solomonwent to Hamath-
zobah and overcame it. 4Andhe put up the buildings of Tadmor in thewaste
land, and of all the store-towns in Hamath; 5 And of Beth-horon the higher
and the lower, walled towns with walls and doorways and locks; 6 And of
Baalath, and all the store-towns which Solomon had, and the towns where
he kept his war-carriages and his horse men, and everything which it was
his pleasure to put up in Jerusalem and in Lebanon and in all the land under
his rule. 7As for all the rest of theHittites and theAmorites and the Perizzites
and the Hivites and the Jebusites, who were not of Israel: 8 Their men who
were still living in the land, and whom the children of Israel had not put an
end to, theseSolomonput to forcedwork, as isdone to thisday; 9ButSolomon
did notmake use of the children of Israel as servants for hiswork; theywere
men of war, his chiefs and his captains, and captains of his war-carriages
and his horsemen. 10Now thesewere the chiefmen in authority whomKing
Solomon had: two hundred and fifty of them, in authority over the people.
11Then Solomonmade Pharaoh's daughter come up from the town of David
to the house which he hadmade for her; for he said, I will not have my wife
living in the house of David, king of Israel, because those places where the
ark of the Lord has come are holy. 12 Then Solomon made burned offerings
to theLordon thealtarof theLordwhichhehadputup in frontof thecovered
way, 13Offering every daywhat had been ordered byMoses, on the Sabbaths
andat thenewmoonandat the regular feasts three times a year, that is at the
feast of unleavened bread, the feast of weeks, and the feast of tents. 14And
he gave the divisions of the priests their places for their work, as ordered by
his father David, and to the Levites he gave their work of praise andwaiting
on the priests, to do what was needed day by day; and he gave the door-
keepers their places in turn at every door; for so David, the man of God, had
given orders. 15 All the orders given by the king to the priests and Levites,
in connection with any business or stores, were done with care. 16 And all
the work of Solomon was complete, from the day when he put the base of
the Lord's house in position, till Solomon had come to the end of building
the Lord's house. 17 Then Solomon went to Ezion-geber and to Eloth by the
sea in the land of Edom. 18And Huram sent him, by his servants, ships and
experienced seamen, who went with the servants of Solomon to Ophir and
came back with four hundred and fifty talents of gold, which they took to
King Solomon.

9
1 Now the queen of Sheba, hearing great things of Solomon, came to

Jerusalem to put his wisdom to the test with hard questions; and with her
came a very great train, and camels weighted down with spices, and great
stores of gold and jewels: and when she came to Solomon she had talk with
him of everything in her mind. 2And Solomon gave her answers to all her
questions; there was no secret which he did not make clear to her. 3 And
when the queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of Solomon, and the house
which he had made, 4 And the food at his table, and all his servants seated
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there, and those who were waiting on him in their places, and their robes,
and his wine-servants and their robes, and the burned offerings which he
made in the house of the Lord, therewas nomore spirit in her. 5And she said
to the king, The account which was given to me in my country of your acts
and your wisdom was true. 6But I had no faith in what was said about you,
till I came and saw formyself; and truly, wordwas not givenme of half your
great wisdom; you are much greater than they said. 7Happy are your wives
and happy these your servants whose place is ever before you, hearing your
words of wisdom. 8Praise be to the Lord your God whose pleasure it was to
put you on the seat of his kingdom to be king for the Lord yourGod: because,
in his love for Israel, it was the purpose of your God to make them strong
for ever, he made you king over them, to be their judge in righteousness.
9 And she gave the king a hundred and twenty talents of gold, and a great
store of spices and jewels: never had such spices been seen as the queen of
Sheba gave to Solomon. 10 And the servants of Huram and the servants of
Solomon, in addition to gold from Ophir, came back with sandal-wood and
jewels. 11Andwith the sandal-wood the kingmade steps for the house of the
Lord and for the king's house, and instruments of music for the makers of
melody; never before had such been seen in the land of Judah. 12And King
Solomon gave the queen of Sheba all her desire, whatever shemade request
for, in addition to what she had taken to the king. So she went back to her
countrywith her servants. 13Now theweight of goldwhich came to Solomon
in one year was six hundred and sixty-six talents; 14And in addition to what
he got from traders of different sorts, all the kings of Arabia and the rulers
of the country gave gold and silver to Solomon. 15And King Solomon made
two hundred body-covers of hammered gold, every one having six hundred
shekels of gold in it. 16And he made three hundred smaller body-covers of
hammered gold, using threehundred shekels of gold for every cover, and the
king put them in the house of theWoods of Lebanon. 17Then the kingmade a
great ivory seat, platedwith thebest gold. 18Therewere six steps up to it, and
a foot-rest of gold fixed to it, and arms on the two sides of the seat, with two
lions at the side of the arms. 19And twelve lionswere placed on one side and
on the other side on the six steps: there was nothing like it in any kingdom.
20 All King Solomon's drinking-vessels were of gold, and all the vessels of
the house of the Woods of Lebanon were of the best gold: no one gave a
thought to silver in the days of Solomon. 21 For the king had Tarshish-ships
sailing with the servants of Huram: once every three years the Tarshish-
ships came back with gold and silver, ivory and monkeys and peacocks.
22 And King Solomon was greater than all the kings of the earth in wealth
and in wisdom. 23And all the kings of the earth came to see Solomon and to
give ear to his wisdom, which God had put into his heart. 24And everyone
took with him an offering, vessels of silver and vessels of gold, and robes,
and coats ofmetal, and spices, andhorses andbeasts for transport, regularly
year by year. 25 Solomon had four thousand buildings for his horses and his
war-carriages, and twelve thousand horsemen whom he kept, some in the
carriage-towns and some with the king in Jerusalem. 26 And he was ruler
over all the kings from the River to the land of the Philistines, as far as the
limit of Egypt. 27 The king made silver as common as stones in Jerusalem
and cedars like the sycamore-trees of the lowlands in number. 28 They got
horses for Solomon from Egypt and from every land. 29Now the rest of the
acts of Solomon, first and last, are they not recorded in the history of Nathan
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the prophet, and in the words of Ahijah the prophet of Shiloh, and in the
visions of Iddo the seer about Jeroboam, the son of Nebat? 30 Solomon was
king over Israel in Jerusalem for forty years. 31 And Solomon went to rest
with his fathers, and was put into the earth in the town of David his father;
and Rehoboam his son became king in his place.

10
1And Rehoboam went to Shechem, where all Israel had come together to

make him king. 2 And when Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, had news of it,
(for he was in Egypt where he had gone in flight from King Solomon,) he
came back from Egypt. 3And they sent for him; and Jeroboam and all Israel
came to Rehoboam and said, 4Your father put a hard yoke on us: if you will
make the conditions under which your father kept us down less cruel, and
the weight of the yoke he put on us less hard, then we will be your servants.
5And he said to them, Come tome again after three days. So the peoplewent
away. 6Then King Rehoboam took the opinion of the old menwho had been
with Solomon his fatherwhen hewas living, and said, In your opinion, what
answer am I to give to this people? 7And they said to him, If you are kind to
this people, pleasing them and saying good words to them, then they will be
your servants for ever. 8 But he gave no attention to the opinion of the old
men, but went to the youngmen of his generation who were waiting before
him. 9And he said to them, What is your opinion? What answer are we to
give to this people who have said to me, Make less the weight of the yoke
which your father put on us? 10And the youngmen of his generation said to
him, This is the answer to give to the people who came to you saying, Your
father put a hard yoke on us, but will you make it less; say to them, My little
finger is thicker than my father's body; 11 If my father put a hard yoke on
you, I will make it harder: my father gave you punishment with whips, but
I will give you blows with snakes. 12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to
Rehoboamon the third day, as the king had given orders, saying, Come tome
again on the third day. 13And the king gave them a rough answer. So King
Rehoboam gave no attention to the suggestion of the old men, 14 But gave
them the answer put forward by the young men, saying, My father made
your yoke hard, but I will make it harder; my father gave you punishment
with whips, but I will give it with snakes. 15 So the king did not give ear to
the people; for this came about by the purpose of God, so that the Lordmight
give effect tohiswordwhichhehad saidbyAhijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam,
the son of Nebat. 16 And when all Israel saw that the king would give no
attention to them, the people in answer said to the king, What part have we
in David? what is our heritage in the son of Jesse? every man to your tents,
O Israel; now see to your house, David. So all Israel went to their tents. 17But
Rehoboamwas still king over those of the children of Israel whowere living
in the towns of Judah. 18Then Rehoboam sent Adoniram, the overseer of the
forced work; and he was stoned to death by all Israel. And King Rehoboam
went quickly and got into his carriage to go in flight to Jerusalem. 19So Israel
was turned away from the family of David to this day.

11
1AndRehoboamcame to Jerusalem, andgot together themenof Judahand

Benjamin, a hundred and eighty thousand of his best fighting-men, to make
war against Israel and get the kingdom back for Rehoboam. 2But the word
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of the Lord came to Shemaiah, the man of God, saying, 3 Say to Rehoboam,
the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all Israel in Judah and Benjamin,
4The Lord has said, You are not to go to war against your brothers: let every
man go back to his house, for this thing is my purpose. So they gave ear to
thewords of the Lord andwere turned back fromfighting against Jeroboam.
5 Now Rehoboam kept in Jerusalem, building walled towns in Judah. 6He
was the builder of Beth-lehem and Etam and Tekoa 7And Beth-zur and Soco
andAdullam 8AndGath andMareshah and Ziph 9AndAdoraim and Lachish
andAzekah 10AndZorahandAijalonandHebron,walled towns in Judahand
Benjamin. 11And he made the walled towns strong, and he put captains in
them and stores of food, oil, and wine. 12 And in every town he put stores
of body-covers and spears, and made them very strong. And Judah and
Benjaminwerehis. 13And thepriests andLeviteswhowere inall Israel came
together to him from every part of their country. 14 For the Levites gave up
their living-places and their property, and came to Judah and Jerusalem; for
Jeroboamand his sons had sent themaway, not letting thembe priests to the
Lord; 15Andhehimselfmadepriests for thehighplaces, and for the imagesof
he-goats and oxenwhich he hadmade. 16And after them, from all the tribes
of Israel, all those whose hearts were fixed and true to the Lord, the God
of Israel, came to Jerusalem to make offerings to the Lord, the God of their
fathers. 17 So they went on increasing the power of the kingdom of Judah,
and made Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, strong for three years; and for
three years they went in the ways of David and Solomon. 18And Rehoboam
took as his wife Mahalath, the daughter of Jerimoth, the son of David and
of Abihail, the daughter of Eliab, the son of Jesse; 19 And she had sons by
him, Jeush, Shemariah, and Zaham. 20 And after her he took Maacah, the
daughter of Absalom; and she had Abijah and Attai and Ziza and Shelomith
by him. 21Maacah, the daughter of Absalom, was dearer to Rehoboam than
all his wives and his servant-wives: (for he had eighteen wives and sixty
servant-wives, andwas the father of twenty-eight sons and sixty daughters.)
22 Rehoboam made Abijah, the son of Maacah, chief and ruler among his
brothers, for it was his purpose to make him king. 23And in his wisdom he
had his sons stationed in every walled town through all the lands of Judah
and Benjamin; and he gave them a great store of food, and took wives for
them.

12
1Now when Rehoboam's position as king had been made certain, and he

was strong, he gave up the law of the Lord, and all Israel with him. 2Now
in the fifth year of King Rehoboam, Shishak, king of Egypt, came up against
Jerusalem, because of their sin against the Lord, 3With twelve hundredwar-
carriages and sixty thousand horsemen: and the peoplewho camewith him
out of Egypt were more than might be numbered: Lubim and Sukkiim and
Ethiopians. 4 And he took the walled towns of Judah, and came as far as
Jerusalem. 5Now Shemaiah the prophet came to Rehoboam and the chiefs
of Judah, who had come together in Jerusalem because of Shishak, and said
to them, The Lord has said, Because you have givenme up, I have given you
up into the hands of Shishak. 6 Then the chiefs of Israel and the king made
themselves lowand said, TheLord isupright. 7And theLord, seeing that they
had made themselves low, said to Shemaiah, They have made themselves
low: I will not send destruction on them, but in a short time I will give
them salvation, and will not let loose my wrath on Jerusalem by the hand
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of Shishak. 8But still theywill becomehis servants, so that theymay see how
differentmy yoke is from the yoke of the kingdoms of the lands. 9So Shishak,
kingof Egypt, cameupagainst Jerusalemand tookawayall the storedwealth
of the house of the Lord and the king's house: he took everything away, and
with the rest the gold body-covers which Solomon hadmade. 10And in their
place King Rehoboam had other body-covers made of brass and gave them
into the careof the captainsof thearmedmenwhowere stationedat thedoor
of theking'shouse. 11Andwhenever thekingwent into thehouseof theLord,
the armed men went with him taking the body-covers, and then took them
back to their room. 12Andwhen hemade himself low, the wrath of the Lord
was turned back from him, and complete destruction did not come on him,
for there was still some good in Judah. 13 So King Rehoboam made himself
strong in Jerusalemandwas ruling there. Rehoboamwas forty-oneyears old
when he became king, and he was ruling for seventeen years in Jerusalem,
the town which the Lord had made his out of all the tribes of Israel, to put
his name there; and his mother's namewas Naamah, an Ammonite woman.
14And he did evil because his heart was not true to the Lord. 15Now the acts
of Rehoboam, first and last, are they not recorded in the words of Shemaiah
theprophet and Iddo the seer? And therewerewarsbetweenRehoboamand
Jeroboam all their days. 16And Rehoboamwent to rest with his fathers, and
was put into the earth in the town of David; and Abijah his son became king
in his place.

13
1 In the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam, Abijah became king over Judah.

2He was king in Jerusalem for three years; his mother's name was Maacah,
the daughter of Uriel of Gibeah. And there was war between Abijah and
Jeroboam. 3 And Abijah went out to the fight with an army of men of war,
four hundred thousand of his best men; and Jeroboam put his forces in line
against him, eight hundred thousand of his best men of war. 4 And Abijah
took up his position on Mount Zemaraim, in the hill-country of Ephraim,
and said, Give ear to me, O Jeroboam and all Israel: 5 Is it not clear to you
that the Lord, the God of Israel, gave the rule over Israel to David and to
his sons for ever, by an agreement made with salt? 6But Jeroboam, the son
of Nebat, the servant of Solomon, the son of David, took up arms against
his lord. 7 And certain foolish and good-for-nothing men were joined with
him, and made themselves strong against Rehoboam, the son of Solomon,
when he was young and untested and not able to keep them back. 8 And
now it is your purpose to put yourselves against the authority which the
Lord has put into the hands of the sons of David, and you are a very great
number, and you have with you the gold oxen which Jeroboam made to be
your gods. 9And after driving out the priests of the Lord, the sons of Aaron
and the Levites, have you not made priests for yourselves as the people of
other lands do? so that anyonewho comes tomakehimself priest by offering
an ox or seven sheep, may be a priest of those who are no gods. 10But as for
us, the Lord is our God, and we have not been turned away from him; we
have priests who do the work of the Lord, even the sons of Aaron and the
Levites in their places; 11By whom burned offerings and perfumes are sent
up in smoke before the Lord every morning and every evening; and they
put out the holy bread on its table and the gold support for the lights with
its lights burning every evening; for we keep the orders given to us by the
Lord our God, but you have gone away from him. 12 And now God is with
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us at our head, and his priests with their loud horns sounding against you.
O children of Israel, do not make war on the Lord, the God of your fathers,
for it will not go well for you. 13 But Jeroboam had put some of his men to
make a surprise attack on them from the back, so some were facing Judah
and others were stationed secretly at their back. 14And Judah, turning their
faces, saw that they were being attacked in front and at the back; and they
gave a cry for help to the Lord, while the priests were sounding their horns.
15And the men of Judah gave a loud cry; and at their cry, God put fear into
Jeroboamandall Israel beforeAbijahand Judah. 16And the childrenof Israel
went in flight before Judah, and God gave them up into their hands. 17And
Abijahandhispeopleput themtodeathwith great destruction: fivehundred
thousand of the best of Israel were put to the sword. 18 So at that time the
children of Israel were overcome, and the children of Judah got the better
of them, because they put their faith in the Lord, the God of their fathers.
19And Abijah went after Jeroboam and took some of his towns, Beth-el with
its small towns and Jeshanahwith its small towns and Ephronwith its small
towns. 20And Jeroboam did not get back his power again in the life-time of
Abijah; and the Lord sent death on him. 21 But Abijah became great, and
had fourteen wives, and became the father of twenty-two sons and sixteen
daughters. 22And the rest of the acts of Abijah, and his ways and his sayings,
are recorded in the account of the prophet Iddo.

14
1 So Abijah went to rest with his fathers, and they put him into the earth

in the town of David, and Asa his son became king in his place; in his time
the land was quiet for ten years. 2And Asa did what was good and right in
the eyes of the Lord his God; 3 For he took away the altars of strange gods
and the high places, and had the upright stones broken and thewood pillars
cut down; 4 And he made Judah go after the Lord, the God of their fathers,
and keep his laws and his orders. 5And he took away the high places and the
sun-images from all the towns of Judah; and the kingdom was quiet under
his rule. 6He made walled towns in Judah, for the land was quiet and there
werenowars in thoseyears, because theLordhadgivenhimrest. 7Hesaid to
Judah, Let usmake these towns, building walls round themwith towers and
doors and locks. The land is still ours, becausewe have been true to the Lord
our God; we have been true to him and he has given us rest on every side. So
they went on building and all went well for them. 8And Asa had an army of
three hundred thousandmen of Judah armed with body-covers and spears,
and two hundred and eighty thousand of Benjamin armedwith body-covers
and bows; all these were men of war. 9 And Zerah the Ethiopian, with an
army of a million, and three hundred war-carriages, came out against them
to Mareshah. 10And Asa went out against him, and they put their forces in
position in the valley north ofMareshah. 11AndAsamade prayer to the Lord
his God and said, Lord, you only are able to give help against the strong to
him who has no strength; come to our help, O Lord our God, for our hope is
in you, and in your namewe have come out against this great army. O Lord,
you are our God; let not man's power be greater than yours. 12 So the Lord
sent fear on theEthiopians beforeAsa and Judah; and theEthiopianswent in
flight. 13And Asa and the people who were with him went after them as far
as Gerar; and so great was the destruction among the Ethiopians that they
were not able to get their army together again, for they were broken before
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the Lord and before his army; and they took away a great amount of their
goods. 14 And they overcame all the towns round Gerar, because the Lord
sent fear on them; and they took away their goods from the towns, for there
were stores of wealth in them. 15And theymade an attack on the tents of the
owners of the cattle, and took away great numbers of sheep and camels and
went back to Jerusalem.

15
1 And the spirit of God came on Azariah, the son of Oded; 2 And he came

face to face with Asa and said to him, Give ear to me, Asa and all Judah and
Benjamin: the Lord iswith youwhile you arewith him; if your heart's desire
is for him, he will be near you, but if you give him up, he will give you up.
3 Now for a long time Israel has been without the true God, and without a
teaching priest and without the law; 4 But when in their trouble they were
turned to the Lord, the God of Israel, searching after him, he let their search
be rewarded. 5 In those times therewasnopeace forhimwhowent out or for
himwho came in, but great trouble was on all the people of the lands. 6And
theywere brokenbydivisions, nation against nation and townagainst town,
because God sent all sorts of trouble on them. 7But be you strong and let not
your hands be feeble, for your work will be rewarded. 8 And Asa, hearing
thesewordsofAzariah, the sonofOded theprophet, tookheart andput away
all the disgusting things out of all the land of Judah and Benjamin, and out
of the towns which he had taken from the hill-country of Ephraim; and he
madenewagain the altar of theLord in front of the coveredwayof theLord's
house. 9And he got together all Judah and Benjamin and those of Ephraim
andManasseh and Simeonwhowere livingwith them; for numbers of them
came to him out of Israel when they saw that the Lord his Godwaswith him.
10 So they came together at Jerusalem in the third month, in the fifteenth
year of the rule of Asa. 11 And that day they made offerings to the Lord of
the things they had taken in war, seven hundred oxen and seven thousand
sheep. 12And theymade an agreement to be true to the Lord, theGod of their
fathers, with all their heart and all their soul; 13 And that anyone, small or
great, man orwoman, whowas not true to the Lord, the God of Israel, would
be put to death. 14 And they made an oath to the Lord, with a loud voice,
soundingwind-instruments and horns. 15And all Judahwas glad because of
the oath, for theyhad taken itwith all their heart, turning to the Lordwith all
their desire; and he was with them and gave them rest on every side. 16And
Asa would not let Maacah, his mother, be queen, because she had made a
disgusting image for Asherah; and Asa had her image cut down and broken
up and burned by the stream Kidron. 17But the high places were not taken
away out of Israel; but still the heart of Asa was true to the Lord all his life.
18 He took into the house of God all the things which his father had made
holy and those which he himself hadmade holy, silver and gold and vessels.
19And there was nomore war till the thirty-fifth year of the rule of Asa.

16
1 In the thirty-sixth year of the rule of Asa, Baasha, king of Israel, went up

against Judah, building Ramah so that no onewas able to go out or in to Asa,
king of Judah. 2 Then Asa took silver and gold out of the stores of the Lord's
house and of the king's store-house, and sent to Ben-hadad, king of Aram,
at Damascus, saying, 3 Let there be an agreement between me and you as
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there was between my father and your father: see, I have sent you silver
and gold; go and put an end to your agreement with Baasha, king of Israel,
so that he may give up attacking me. 4And Ben-hadad did as King Asa said,
and sent the captains of his armies against the towns of Israel, attacking Ijon
and Dan and Abel-maim, and all the store-towns of Naphtali. 5Then Baasha,
hearing of it, put a stop to the building of Ramah, and let his work come to
an end. 6Then King Asa, with all Judah, took away the stones andwoodwith
which Baasha was building Ramah, and he made use of them for building
Geba andMizpah. 7At that time Hanani the seer came to Asa, king of Judah,
and said to him, Because you have put your faith in the king of Aramand not
in the Lord your God, the army of the king of Aram has got away out of your
hands. 8Werenot the Ethiopians and the Lubimavery great army,withwar-
carriages and horsemen more than might be numbered? but because your
faith was in the Lord, he gave them up into your hands. 9For the eyes of the
Lordgo thiswayand that, throughall theearth, letting it be seen thathe is the
strong support of those whose hearts are true to him. In this you have done
foolishly, for from now you will have wars. 10 Then Asa was angry with the
seer, and put him in prison, burning with wrath against him because of this
thing. And at the same time Asa was cruel to some of the people. 11Now the
acts of Asa, first and last, are recorded in the book of the kings of Judah and
Israel. 12 In the thirty-ninth year of his rule, Asa had a very bad disease of the
feet; but he did not go to the Lord for help in his disease, but tomedicalmen.
13 So Asa went to rest with his fathers, and death came to him in the forty-
first year of his rule. 14And they put him into the resting-placewhich he had
made for himself in the town of David, in a bed full of sweet perfumes of all
sorts of spices, made by the perfumer's art, and they made a great burning
for him.

17
1 And Jehoshaphat his son became king in his place, and made himself

strong against Israel. 2He put forces in all the walled towns of Judah, and
responsible chiefs in the land of Judah and in the towns of Ephraim, which
Asa his father had taken. 3And the Lord was with Jehoshaphat, because he
went in the early ways of his father, not turning to the Baals, 4But turning to
theGodofhis father andkeepinghis laws, andnotdoingas Israel did. 5So the
Lordmade his kingdom strong; and all Judah gave offerings to Jehoshaphat,
and he had great wealth and honour. 6His heart was lifted up in the ways
of the Lord; and he went so far as to take away the high places and the
wood pillars out of Judah. 7 In the third year of his rule he sent Benhail
and Obadiah and Zechariah and Nethanel and Micaiah, his captains, as
teachers into the towns of Judah; 8Andwith them, Shemaiah andNethaniah
and Zebadiah and Asahel and Shemiramoth and Jehonathan and Adonijah
and Tobijah and Tob-adonijah, the Levites; and Elishama and Jehoram the
priests. 9 And they gave teaching in Judah and had the book of the law of
the Lord with them; they went through all the towns of Judah teaching the
people. 10 And the fear of the Lord was on all the kingdoms of the lands
round Judah, so that they made no wars against Jehoshaphat. 11And some
of the Philistines took offerings to Jehoshaphat, and made him payments of
silver; and the Arabians gave him flocks, seven thousand, seven hundred
sheep, and seven thousand, sevenhundred he-goats. 12 Jehoshaphat became
greater and greater, andmade strong towers and store-towns in Judah. 13He
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had much property in the towns of Judah; he had forces of armed men,
great and strong, in Jerusalem. 14 This is the number of them, listed by
their families, the captains of thousands of Judah: Adnah, the captain, and
with him three hundred thousandmen of war; 15 Second to him Jehohanan,
the captain, and with him two hundred and eighty thousand; 16 After him
Amasiah, the sonof Zichri, who freely gavehimself to theLord, andwithhim
two hundred thousandmen of war; 17And the captains of Benjamin: Eliada,
a great man of war, and with him two hundred thousand armed with bows
and body-covers; 18And after him Jehozabad, and with him a hundred and
eighty thousand trained forwar. 19Thesewere themenwhowerewaiting on
the king, in addition to those placed by the king in the walled towns through
all Judah.

18
1Now Jehoshaphat had great wealth and honour, and his sonwasmarried

to Ahab's daughter. 2And after some years he went down to Samaria to see
Ahab. And Ahab made a feast for him and the people who were with him,
putting to death great numbers of sheep andoxen; andhe got Jehoshaphat to
gowith him to Ramoth-gilead. 3For Ahab, king of Israel, said to Jehoshaphat,
king of Judah, Will you go with me to Ramoth-gilead? And he said, I am
as you are, and my people as your people; we will be with you in the war.
4Then Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, Let us now get directions from
the Lord. 5 So the king of Israel got together all the prophets, four hundred
men, and said to them, Am I to go to Ramoth-gilead to make war or not?
And they said, Go up: for God will give it into the hands of the king. 6 But
Jehoshaphat said, Is there no other prophet of the Lord here fromwhomwe
may get directions? 7And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, There is still
one man by whom we may get directions from the Lord, but I have no love
for him, because he has never been a prophet of good tome, but only of evil:
he is Micaiah, the son of Imla. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say
so. 8 Then the king of Israel sent for one of his unsexed servants and said,
Go quickly and come back with Micaiah, the son of Imla. 9 Now the king
of Israel and Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, were seated on their seats of
authority, dressed in their robes, by the doorway into Samaria; and all the
prophets were acting as prophets before them. 10And Zedekiah, the son of
Chenaanah, made himself iron horns and said, The Lord says, Pushing back
the Aramaeanswith these, youwill put an end to them completely. 11And all
the prophets said the same thing, saying, Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and it will
gowell for you, for the Lordwill give it into the hands of the king. 12Now the
servant who had gone to get Micaiah said to him, See now, all the prophets
with one voice are saying good things to the king; so let your words be like
theirs, and say good things. 13AndMicaiah said, By the living Lord,whatever
the Lord says to me I will say. 14When he came to the king, the king said to
him,Micaiah, arewe to go toRamoth-gilead tomakewarornot? Andhe said,
Go up, and it will go well for you; and they will be given up into your hands.
15And the king said to him, Have I not, again and again, put you on your oath
to saynothing tomebutwhat is true in thenameof theLord? 16Thenhe said,
I saw all Israel wandering on the mountains like sheep without a keeper;
and the Lord said, These have no master: let them go back, every man to
his house in peace. 17And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Did I not say
that he would not be a prophet of good to me, but of evil? 18 Then he said,
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Give ear now to the word of the Lord: I saw the Lord seated on his seat of
power, and all the army of heaven in their places, at his right hand and at his
left. 19And the Lord said, HowmayAhab, king of Israel, be tricked into going
up to Ramoth-gilead to his death? And one said one thing and one another.
20Then a spirit came forward and took his place before the Lord and said, I
will get him to do it by a trick. And the Lord said to him, How? 21Andhe said,
I will go out and be a spirit of deceit in the mouth of all his prophets. And
the Lord said, Your trick will have its effect on him: go out and do so. 22And
now, see, the Lord has put a spirit of deceit in the mouth of these prophets
of yours; and the Lord has said evil against you. 23 Then Zedekiah, the son
of Chenaanah, came near and gave Micaiah a blow on the side of his face,
saying,Where is the spirit of the Lord whose word is in you? 24AndMicaiah
said, Truly, you will see on that day when you go into an inner room to keep
yourself safe. 25And the king of Israel said, TakeMicaiah and send him back
to Amon, the ruler of the town, and to Joash, the king's son; 26 And say, By
the king's order this man is to be put in prison, and given prison food till I
come back in peace. 27AndMicaiah said, If you come back at all in peace, the
Lord has not sent his word by me. 28 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat,
the king of Judah, went up to Ramoth-gilead. 29And the king of Israel said to
Jehoshaphat, I will make a change inmy clothing, so that I do not seem to be
the king, and will go into the fight; but do you put on your robes. So the king
of Israel made a change in his dress, and they went to the fight. 30Now the
king of Aram had given orders to the captains of his war-carriages, saying,
Make no attack on small or great, but only on the king of Israel. 31 So when
the captains of the war-carriages saw Jehoshaphat, they said, It is the king
of Israel. And turning about, they came round him, but Jehoshaphat gave a
cry, and theLord came tohis help, andGod sent themaway fromhim. 32Now
when the captains of thewar-carriages saw that hewasnot the king of Israel,
they went back from going after him. 33 And a certain man sent an arrow
from his bow without thought of its direction, and gave the king of Israel
a wound where his breastplate was joined to his clothing; so he said to the
driver of his war-carriage, Go to one side and takeme away out of the army,
for I am badly wounded. 34But the fight becamemore violent while the day
went on; and the king of Israel was supported in his war-carriage facing the
Aramaeans till the evening; and by sundown he was dead.

19
1And Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, went back to his house in Jerusalem in

peace. 2And Jehu, the son of Hanani the seer, went to King Jehoshaphat and
said to him, Is it right for you to go to the help of evil-doers, loving the haters
of the Lord? because of this, the wrath of the Lord has come on you. 3 But
still there is some good in you, for you have put away thewood pillars out of
the land, andhavegivenyourheart to theworshipofGod. 4And Jehoshaphat
was living in Jerusalem; andhewent out again among thepeople, fromBeer-
sheba to the hill-country of Ephraim, guiding themback to the Lord, the God
of their fathers. 5 And he put judges through all the land, in every walled
town of Judah, 6And said to the judges, Take care what you do, for you are
judging not forman but for the Lord, and he is with you in the decisions you
give. 7 So now let the fear of the Lord be in you; do your work with care; for
in the Lord our God there is no evil, or respect for high position, or taking of
payment to dowrong. 8Then in Jerusalemhe gave authority to certain of the



2 Chronicles 19:9 454 2 Chronicles 20:17

Levites and the priests and the heads of families of Israel to give decisions
for the Lord, and in the causes of those living in Jerusalem. 9 And he gave
them their orders, saying, You are to do your work in the fear of the Lord,
in good faith and with a true heart. 10 And if any cause comes before you
from your brothers living in their towns, where the death punishment is in
question, or where there are questions of law or order, or rules or decisions,
make them take care that they are not in the wrong before the Lord, so that
wrathmaynot comeonyouandonyourbrothers; do this andyouyourselves
will not be in thewrong. 11Andnow, Amariah, the chief priest, is over you in
all questions to do with the Lord; and Zebadiah the son of Ishmael, the head
of the family of Judah, in everything to do with the king's business; and the
Leviteswill be overseers for you. Be strong to do thework; andmay the Lord
be with the upright.

20
1 Now after this, the children of Moab and the children of Ammon, and

with them some of the Meunim, made war against Jehoshaphat. 2And they
came to Jehoshaphat with the news, saying, A great army is moving against
you from Edom across the sea; and now they are in Hazazon-tamar (which
is En-gedi). 3 Then Jehoshaphat, in his fear, went to the Lord for directions,
and gave orders all through Judah for the people to go without food. 4And
Judahcame together tomakeprayer forhelp fromtheLord; fromevery town
of Judah they came to give worship to the Lord. 5And Jehoshaphat took his
place in themeeting of Judahand Jerusalem, in thehouse of the Lord in front
of the new open space, 6And said, O Lord, the God of our fathers, are you not
God in heaven? are you not ruler over all the kingdoms of the nations? and
in your hands are power and strength so that no one is able to keep his place
against you. 7Did younot, OLordourGod, after driving out thepeople of this
land before your people Israel, give it to the seed of Abraham, your friend,
for ever? 8And they made it their living-place, building there a holy house
for your name, and saying, 9 If evil comes on us, the sword, or punishment,
or disease, or need of food, we will come to this house and to you, (for your
name is in this house,) crying to you in our trouble, and you will give us
salvation in answer to our cry. 10And now, see, the children of Ammon and
Moab and the people of Mount Seir, whom you kept Israel from attacking
when they came out of Egypt, so that turning to one side they did not send
destruction on them: 11See now, how as our reward they have come to send
us out of your land which you have given us as our heritage. 12O our God,
will you not be their judge? for our strength is not equal to this great army
which is coming against us; andwe are at a loss what to do: but our eyes are
on you. 13And all Judah were waiting before the Lord, with their little ones,
their wives, and their children. 14 Then, before all the meeting, the spirit of
the Lord came on Jahaziel, the son of Zechariah, son of Benaiah, son of Jeiel,
sonofMattaniah, aLevite andoneof the family ofAsaph; 15Andhe said, Give
ear, O Judah, and you people of Jerusalem, and you, King Jehoshaphat: the
Lord says to you,Haveno fear anddonot be troubledonaccount of this great
army; for thefight isnot yoursbutGod's. 16Godownagainst themtomorrow:
see, they are coming up by the slope of Ziz; at the end of the valley, before the
waste land of Jeruel, youwill come face to facewith them. 17Therewill be no
need foryou to takeuparms in thisfight; put yourselves inposition, andkeep
where you are, and you will see the salvation of the Lord with you, O Judah
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and Jerusalem: have no fear and do not be troubled: go out against them
tomorrow, for the Lord is with you. 18 Then Jehoshaphat went down with
his face to the earth, and all Judah and the people of Jerusalem gaveworship
to the Lord, falling down before him. 19And the Levites, the children of the
Kohathites and the Korahites, got to their feet and gave praise to the Lord,
the God of Israel, with a loud voice. 20 And early in the morning they got
up and went out to the waste land of Tekoa: and when they were going out,
Jehoshaphat took his station and said to them, Give ear to me, O Judah and
youpeopleof Jerusalem: have faith in theLordyourGodandyouwill be safe;
have faith in his prophets and all will gowell for you. 21And after discussion
with the people, he put in their places thosewhowere tomakemelody to the
Lord, praising him in holy robes, while they went at the head of the army,
and saying, May the Lord be praised, for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
22 And at the first notes of song and praise the Lord sent a surprise attack
against the children of Ammon andMoab and the people ofMount Seir, who
had come against Judah; and they were overcome. 23 And the children of
Ammon and Moab made an attack on the people of Mount Seir with a view
to their complete destruction; andwhen they had put an end to the people of
Seir, everyman's handwas turned against his neighbour for his destruction.
24And Judah came to the watchtower of the waste land, and looking in the
direction of the army, they saw only dead bodies stretched on the earth; no
livingmanwas to be seen. 25Andwhen Jehoshaphat and his people came to
take their goods from them, they saw beasts in great numbers, and wealth
and clothing and things of value, more than they were able to take away; all
this they took for themselves, and theywere three days getting it away, there
was so much. 26 On the fourth day they all came together in the Valley of
Blessing, and there they gave blessing to the Lord; forwhich cause that place
hasbeennamed theValleyofBlessing to thisday. 27Thenall themenof Judah
and Jerusalem went back, with Jehoshaphat at their head, coming back to
Jerusalemwith joy; for the Lord hadmade them glad over their haters. 28So
they came to Jerusalemwith corded instruments andwind-instruments into
the house of the Lord. 29And the fear of God came on all the kingdoms of the
lands, when they had news of how the Lord made war on those who came
against Israel. 30So the kingdomof Jehoshaphatwas quiet, for the Lord gave
him rest on every side. 31 And Jehoshaphat was king over Judah: he was
thirty-five years oldwhenhe became king, and hewas ruling for twenty-five
years in Jerusalem: his mother's name was Azubah, the daughter of Shilhi.
32Hewent in the ways of his father Asa, not turning away, but doing right in
the eyes of the Lord. 33 The high places, however, were not taken away, and
the hearts of the people were still not true to the God of their fathers. 34Now
as for the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, first and last, they are recorded
in the words of Jehu, the son of Hanani, which were put in the book of the
kings of Israel. 35After this Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, became friends with
Ahaziah, king of Israel, who did much evil: 36 Together they made ships to
go to Tarshish, building them in Ezion-geber. 37 Then the word of Eliezer
the prophet, the son of Dodavahu of Mareshah, came against Jehoshaphat,
saying, Because you have let yourself be joined with Ahaziah, the Lord has
sent destruction on your works. And the ships were broken and were not
able to go to Tarshish.
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21
1And Jehoshaphat went to rest with his fathers, and his bodywas put into

the earth in the town of David. And Jehoram his son became king in his
place. 2Andhehadbrothers, sonsof Jehoshaphat, Azariah, Jehiel, Zechariah,
Azariah, Michael, and Shephatiah; all these were sons of Jehoshaphat, king
of Israel. 3 And their father gave them much silver and gold and things of
great value, as well as walled towns in Judah; but the kingdom he gave to
Jehoram, because he was the oldest. 4 Now when Jehoram had taken his
place over his father's kingdom, and had made his position safe, he put all
his brothers to deathwith the sword, as well as some of the princes of Israel.
5 Jehoramwas thirty-two years oldwhen he became king; and hewas ruling
in Jerusalem for eight years. 6Hewent in the ways of the kings of Israel, and
did as the family of Ahab did, for the daughter of Ahab was his wife; and he
did evil in the eyes of the Lord. 7 But it was not the Lord's purpose to send
destruction on the family of David, because of the agreement he had made
withDavid,whenhe saidhewould give to himand tohis sons a light for ever.
8 In his time Edom made themselves free from the rule of Judah, and took
a king for themselves. 9 Then Jehoram went over with his captains and all
his war-carriages ... made an attack by night on the Edomites, whose forces
were all round him ... on the captains of thewar-carriages. 10So Edommade
themselves free from the rule of Judah, to this day: and at the same time
Libnahmade itself free from his rule; because hewas turned away from the
Lord, the God of his fathers. 11And more than this, he made high places in
the mountains of Judah, teaching the people of Jerusalem to go after false
gods, and guiding Judah away from the true way. 12 And a letter came to
him from Elijah the prophet, saying, The Lord, the God of your father David,
says, Becauseyouhavenot kept to thewaysof your father Jehoshaphat or the
ways of Asa, king of Judah, 13But have gone in the way of the kings of Israel,
and havemade Judah and the people of Jerusalem go after false gods, as the
family of Ahab did: and because you have put to death your father's sons,
your brothers, who were better than yourself: 14 Now, truly, the Lord will
send a great destruction on your people and your children and your wives
and everything which is yours: 15 And you yourself will undergo the cruel
pains of a disease in your stomach, so that day by day your inside will be
falling out because of the disease. 16 Then the Philistines and the Arabians,
who are by Ethiopia, were moved by the Lord to make war on Jehoram;
17And they came up against Judah, forcing a way into it, and took away all
the goods in the king's house, aswell as his sons and hiswives; so that he had
no son but only Jehoahaz, the youngest. 18 And after all this the Lord sent
on him a disease of the stomach fromwhich it was impossible for him to be
made well. 19 And time went on, and after two years, his inside falling out
because of the disease, he came to his death in cruel pain. And his people
made no burning for him like the burning made for his fathers. 20He was
thirty-two years old when he became king, and he was ruling in Jerusalem
for eight years: and at his death he was not regretted; they put his body into
the earth in the town of David, but not in the resting-place of the kings.

22
1And the people of Jerusalemmade Ahaziah, his youngest son, king in his

place, for the band of menwho camewith the Arabians to the army had put
all the older sons to death. So Ahaziah, the son of Jehoram, became king.
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2Ahaziahwas twenty-twoyears oldwhenhebecameking, andhewas ruling
in Jerusalem for one year. His mother's name was Athaliah, the daughter
of Omri. 3 He went in the ways of the family of Ahab, for his mother was
his teacher in evil-doing. 4 And he did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as the
family of Ahab did; for after the death of his father they were his guides to
his destruction. 5Acting on their suggestion, he went with Jehoram, son of
Ahab, king of Israel, tomakewar onHazael, king of Aram, at Ramoth-gilead:
and Joram was wounded by the bowmen. 6And he went back to Jezreel to
get well from the wounds which they had given him at Ramahwhen he was
fighting againstHazael, king of Aram. AndAhaziah, the son of Jehoram, king
of Judah, went down to Jezreel to see Jehoram, the son of Ahab, because he
was ill. 7Now by the purpose of God, Ahaziah's journey to see Jehoram was
the cause of his downfall: forwhenhe came there, hewent outwith Jehoram
against Jehu, the son of Nimshi, who had been marked out by the Lord for
the destruction of the family of Ahab. 8 Now when Jehu was effecting the
punishment of the family of Ahab, he came to the princes of Judah and the
sons of Ahaziah's brothers, the servants of Ahaziah, and put them to death.
9And hewent in search of Ahaziah; andwhen they camewhere hewas, (for
he was in a secret place in Samaria,) they took him to Jehu and put him to
death; then they put his body to rest in the earth, for they said, He is the son
of Jehoshaphat, whose heart was true to the Lord. So the family of Ahaziah
had no power to keep the kingdom. 10 Now when Athaliah, the mother of
Ahaziah, saw that her son was dead, she had all the rest of the seed of the
kingdomof Judahput to death. 11But Jehoshabeath, thedaughter of the king,
secretly took Joash, the son of Ahaziah, away from among the king's sons
who were put to death, and put him and the woman who took care of him
in a bedroom. So Jehoshabeath, the daughter of King Jehoram, the wife of
Jehoiada the priest and sister of Ahaziah, kept him safe from Athaliah, so
that she did not put him to death. 12 And she kept him safe with her in the
house of God for six years, while Athaliah was ruling the land.

23
1 In the seventh year, Jehoiada made himself strong, and made an agree-

ment with the captains of hundreds, Azariah, the son of Jeroham, Ishmael,
the son of Jehohanan, Azariah, the son of Obed,Maaseiah, the son of Adaiah,
and Elishaphat, the son of Zichri. 2 And they went through Judah, getting
together the Levites and the heads of families in Israel from all the towns of
Judah, and they came to Jerusalem. 3And all the people made an agreement
with the king in the house of God. And he said to them, Truly, the king's son
will be king, as the Lord has said about the sons of David. 4This is what you
are to do: let a third of you, of the priests and Levites, who come in on the
Sabbath, keep the doors; 5And a third are to be stationed at the king's house;
and a third at the doorway of the horses: while all the people are waiting in
the open spaces round the house of the Lord. 6But let no one come into the
houseof theLordbut only thepriests and thoseof theLeviteswhohavework
to do there; theymay go in for they are holy; but the rest of the people are to
keep the orders of the Lord. 7And the Levites are to make a circle round the
king, every man being armed; and any man who comes into the house is to
be put to death; you are to keepwith the kingwhenhe comes in andwhenhe
goes out. 8 So the Levites and all Judah did as Jehoiada the priest had given
them orders: every one took with him his men, those who were to come in
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and thosewhowere to go out on the Sabbath; for Jehoiada hadnot sent away
the divisions. 9Then Jehoiada the priest gave to the captains of hundreds the
spears and body-covers which had been King David's and which were kept
in the house of God. 10And he put all the people in position, every manwith
his instruments of war in his hand, from the right side of the house to the
left, by the altar and the house and all round the king. 11Then theymade the
king's son come out, and they put the crown on his head and gave him the
arm-bands and made him king: and Jehoiada and his sons put the holy oil
on him and said, Long life to the king. 12Now Athaliah, hearing the noise of
the people running and praising the king, came to the people in the house
of the Lord: 13And looking, she saw the king in his place by the pillar at the
doorway, and the captains and the horns by his side; and all the people of
the land were giving signs of joy and sounding the horns; and the makers
of melody were playing on instruments of music, taking the chief part in
the song of praise. Then Athaliah, violently parting her robes, said, Broken
faith, broken faith! 14 Then Jehoiada the priest gave orders to the captains
of hundreds who had authority over the army, saying, Take her outside the
lines, and let anyone who goes after her be put to death with the sword. For
the priest said, Let her not be put to death in the house of the Lord. 15So they
put their hands on her, and she went to the king's house by the doorway of
the king's horses; and there she was put to death. 16And Jehoiada made an
agreement between theLordandall thepeople and theking, that theywould
be the Lord's people. 17Then all the peoplewent to the house of Baal and had
it pulled down, and its altars and images broken up; and Mattan, the priest
of Baal, they put to death before the altars. 18And Jehoiada put thework and
the care of the house of the Lord into the hands of the priests and the Levites,
who had been grouped in divisions by David to make burned offerings to
the Lord, as it is recorded in the law of Moses, with joy and song as David
had said. 19And he put door-keepers at the doors of the Lord's house, to see
that no one who was unclean in any waymight come in. 20Then he took the
captains of hundreds and the chiefs and the rulers of the people and all the
people of the land, and they came downwith the king from the house of the
Lord through the higher doorway into the king's house, and put the king on
the seat of the kingdom. 21 So all the people of the land were glad and the
townwas quiet, for they had put Athaliah to death with the sword.

24
1 Joash was seven years old when he became king, and he was ruling for

forty years in Jerusalem: hismother's namewas Zibiah of Beer-sheba. 2And
Joash didwhatwas right in the eyes of the Lord as long as Jehoiada the priest
was living. 3And Jehoiada took twowives for him, and he became the father
of sons and daughters. 4Now after this Joash had a desire to put the house of
theLord into goodorder again; 5Andgetting together thepriests andLevites,
he said to them, Go out into the towns of Judah year by year, and get from all
Israel money to keep the house of your God in good condition; and see that
this is done without loss of time. The Levites, however, were slow in doing
so. 6 Then the king sent for Jehoiada, the chief priest, and said to him, Why
have younot given the Levites orders that the taxfixedbyMoses, the servant
of the Lord, andby themeeting of Israel, for the Tent ofwitness, is to be got in
from Judah and Jerusalem and handed over? 7For the house of the Lord had
been broken up by Athaliah, that evil woman, and her sons; and all its holy
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things they had given to the Baals. 8 So at the king's order they made a chest
and put it outside the doorway of the house of the Lord. 9And an order was
sent out through all Judah and Jerusalem that payment was to be made to
the Lord of the tax which Moses, the servant of God, had put on Israel in the
waste land. 10And all the chiefs and all the people came gladly and put their
money into the chest, till theyhadall given. 11Sowhen the chestwas taken to
the king's servants by the Levites, and they saw that there wasmuchmoney
in it, the king's scribe and the chief priest's servant took the money out, and
put the chest back in its place. They did this day by day, and got together a
great amount of money. 12 Then the king and Jehoiada gave it to those who
were responsible for getting the work done on the Lord's house, and with it
they gotwall-builders andwoodworkers andmetal-workers to put thehouse
of the Lord in good order again. 13 So the workmen did their work, making
good what was damaged and building up the house of God till it was strong
andbeautiful again. 14Andwhen theworkwasdone, they took the rest of the
money to the king and Jehoiada, and it was used for making the vessels for
the house of the Lord, all the vessels needed for the offerings, the spoons and
the vessels of gold and silver. And as long as Jehoiadawas living, the regular
burned offerings were offered in the house of the Lord. 15 But Jehoiada
became old and full of days, and he came to his end; he was a hundred and
thirty years old at the time of his death. 16 And they put him into his last
resting-place in the town of David, among the kings, because he had done
good in Israel for God and for his house. 17Now after the death of Jehoiada,
the chiefs of Judah came andwent downon their faces before the king. Then
the king gave ear to them. 18And they gave up the house of the Lord God of
their fathers, and becameworshippers of pillars of wood and of the images;
and because of this sin of theirs, wrath came on Judah and Jerusalem. 19And
the Lord sent them prophets tomake them come back to him; and they gave
witness against them, but they would not give ear. 20 Then the spirit of God
came on Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada the priest, and, getting up before the
people, he said to them,Godhas said,Whydoyougo against the orders of the
Lord, so that everything goes badly for you? because you have given up the
Lord, hehas given youup. 21Butwhen theyhadmade a secret design against
him, he was stoned with stones, by the king's order, in the outer square of
the Lord's house. 22 So King Joash did not keep in mind how good Jehoiada
his father had been to him, but put his son to death. And in the hour of his
death he said, May the Lord see it and take payment! 23Now in the spring,
the army of the Aramaeans came up against him; they came against Judah
and Jerusalem, putting to death all the great men of the people and sending
all the goods they took from them to the king of Damascus. 24For though the
army of Aram was only a small one, the Lord gave a very great army into
their hands, because they had given up the Lord, the God of their fathers.
So they put into effect the punishment of Joash. 25And when they had gone
away fromhim, (for hewas brokenwith disease,) his servantsmade a secret
design against himbecause of the blood of the son of Jehoiada the priest, and
they put him to death on his bed; and they put his body into the earth in the
town of David, but not in the resting-place of the kings. 26 Those who made
designs against himwere Zabad, the son of Shimeath, anAmmonitewoman,
and Jehozabad, the son of Shimrith, a Moabite woman. 27Now the story of
his sons, and all the words said by the prophet against him, and the building
up again of the Lord's house, are recorded in the account in the book of the
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kings. And Amaziah his son became king in his place.

25
1 Amaziah was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he was

ruling in Jerusalemfor twenty-nineyears; hismother'snamewas Jehoaddan
of Jerusalem. 2He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, but his heart
was not completely true to the Lord. 3Now when he became strong in the
kingdom, he put to death those men who had taken the life of the king his
father. 4But he did not put their children to death, for he kept the orders of
the Lord recorded in the book of the law of Moses, saying, The fathers are
not to be put to death for their children or the children for their fathers, but
a man is to be put to death for the sin which he himself has done. 5 Then
Amaziah got all Judah together and put them in order by their families,
even all Judah and Benjamin, under captains of thousands and captains of
hundreds: and he had those of twenty years old and over numbered, and
they came to three hundred thousand of the best fighting-men, trained for
war and in the use of the spear and the body-cover. 6 And for a hundred
talents of silver, he got a hundred thousand fighting-men from Israel. 7 But
a man of God came to him, saying, O king, let not the army of Israel go with
you; for the Lord is not with Israel, that is, the children of Ephraim. 8But go
yourself, andbe strong inwar; Godwill not let yougodownbefore thosewho
are fighting against you; for God has power to give help or to send you down
before your attackers. 9 Then Amaziah said to the man of God, But what is
to be done about the hundred talentswhich I have given for the armed band
of Israel? And the man of God in answer said, God is able to give you much
more than this. 10SoAmaziah, separating thearmedbandwhichhadcometo
him fromEphraim, sent themback again;whichmade themvery angrywith
Judah, and theywent back burningwithwrath. 11ThenAmaziah took heart,
andwentoutat theheadofhispeopleandcame to theValleyof Salt,wherehe
put to death ten thousand of the children of Seir; 12And ten thousand more
the children of Israel took living, andmade them go up to the top of the rock,
pushing themdown from the topof the rock so that their bodieswerebroken
by the fall. 13But the men of the band which Amaziah sent back and did not
takewith him to the fight, made attacks on the towns of Judah from Samaria
to Beth-horon, putting to death three thousand of their people and taking
away a great store of their goods. 14 Now when Amaziah came back from
the destruction of the Edomites, he took the gods of the children of Seir and
made them his gods, worshipping them and burning offerings before them.
15And so the wrath of the Lord was moved against Amaziah, and he sent a
prophet to him, who said, Why have you gone after the gods of the people
who have not given their people salvation from your hands? 16 But while
he was talking to him the king said to him, Have we made you one of the
king's government? say no more, or it will be the cause of your death. Then
the prophet gave up protesting, and said, It is clear tome that God's purpose
is your destruction, because you have done this and have not given ear to
my words. 17 Then Amaziah, king of Judah, acting on the suggestion of his
servants, sent to Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, king of Israel,
saying, Come, let us have a meeting face to face. 18And Joash, king of Israel,
sent to Amaziah, king of Judah, saying, The thorn-tree in Lebanon sent to the
cedar in Lebanon, saying, Give your daughter to my son for a wife: and a
beast from the woodland in Lebanon went by, crushing the thorn under his
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feet. 19You say, See, I have overcome Edom; and your heart is lifted up with
pride: nowkeep inyour country;whydoyoumake causes of trouble, putting
yourself, and Judah with you, in danger of downfall? 20 But Amaziah gave
no attention; and this was the purpose of God, so that hemight give them up
into thehands of Joash, because theyhad gone after the gods of Edom. 21And
so Joash, king of Israel, went up; and he and Amaziah, king of Judah, came
face to face at Beth-shemesh in Judah. 22 And Judah was overcome before
Israel, and they went in flight, every man to his tent. 23 And Joash, king of
Israel, made Amaziah, king of Judah, the son of Joash, the son of Jehoahaz,
prisoner at Beth-shemesh, and took him to Jerusalem; and he had thewall of
Jerusalem pulled down from the doorway of Ephraim to the doorway in the
angle, four hundred cubits. 24And he took all the gold and silver and all the
vessels which were in the house of the Lord, under the care of Obed-edom,
and all the wealth from the king's house, as well as those whose lives would
be the price of broken faith, and went back to Samaria. 25Amaziah, son of
Joash, king of Judah, went on living for fifteen years after the death of Joash,
the son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel. 26Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah,
first and last, are they not recorded in the book of the kings of Judah and
Israel? 27Now from the time when Amaziah gave up worshipping the Lord,
they made secret designs against him in Jerusalem; and he went in flight to
Lachish: but they sent toLachishafterhimandputhimtodeath there. 28And
they took his body on horseback and put it into the earth with his fathers in
the town of David.

26
1Then all the people of Judah took Uzziah, whowas sixteen years old, and

made him king in place of his father Amaziah. 2Hewas the builder of Eloth,
which he got back for Judah after the death of the king. 3Uzziahwas sixteen
years oldwhen he became king, and hewas ruling in Jerusalem for fifty-two
years; hismother's namewas Jechiliah of Jerusalem. 4Hedidwhatwas right
in the eyes of the Lord, as his father Amaziah had done. 5He gave himself
to searching after God in the days of Zechariah, who made men wise in the
fear of God; and as long as he was true to the Lord, Godmade things go well
for him. 6He went out and made war against the Philistines, pulling down
thewalls of Gath and Jabneh andAshdod, and building towns in the country
round Ashdod and among the Philistines. 7And God gave him help against
the Philistines, and against the Arabians living in Gur-baal, and against the
Meunim. 8 The Ammonites gave offerings to Uzziah: and news of him went
out as far as the limit of Egypt; for he became very great in power. 9Uzziah
made towers in Jerusalem, at the doorway in the angle and at the doorway in
the valley and at the turn of the wall, arming them. 10And he put up towers
in the waste land andmade places for storing water, for he hadmuch cattle,
in the low hills and in the table land; and he had farmers and vine-keepers
in the mountains and in the fertile land, for he was a lover of farming. 11 In
addition, Uzziah had an army of fighting-menwhowent out towar in bands,
as they had been listed by Jeiel the scribe and Maaseiah the ruler, under the
authority of Hananiah, one of the king's captains. 12 The heads of families,
the strong men of war, were two thousand, six hundred. 13 And under
their orders was a trained army of three hundred and seven thousand, five
hundred, of great strength in war, helping the king against any who came
against him. 14And Uzziah had all these forces armedwith body-covers and
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spears and head-covers and coats of metal and bows and stones for sending
from leather bands. 15And in Jerusalemhemademachines, the invention of
expert men, to be placed on the towers and angles of the walls for sending
arrows and great stones. And his name was honoured far and wide; for he
was greatly helped till he was strong. 16But when he had become strong, his
heart was lifted up in pride, causing his destruction; and he did evil against
the Lord his God; for he went into the Temple of the Lord for the purpose of
burningperfumeson thealtar of perfumes. 17AndAzariah thepriestwent in
after him,with eighty of theLord's priests,whowere strongmen; 18And they
made protests to Uzziah the king, and said to him, The burning of perfumes,
Uzziah, is not your business but that of the priests, the sons of Aaron, who
have been made holy for this work: go out of the holy place, for you have
donewrong, and itwill notbe toyourhonourbeforeGod. 19ThenUzziahwas
angry; and he had in his hand a vessel for burning perfume; and while his
wrathwas bitter against the priests, themark of the leper's disease came out
onhis brow, before the eyes of thepriests in thehouse of theLordby the altar
of perfumes. 20And Azariah, the chief priest, and all the priests, looking at
him, sawthemarkof the leperonhisbrow, and they senthimoutquicklyand
he himself went out straight away, for the Lord's punishment had come on
him. 21 So King Uzziah was a leper till the day of his death, living separately
in his private house; for hewas cut off from the house of God; and Jothamhis
sonwas ruling over his house, judging the people of the land. 22Now the rest
of the acts of Uzziah, first and last, were recorded by Isaiah the prophet, the
son of Amoz. 23SoUzziahwent to restwith his fathers; and they put his body
into the earth in the field used for the resting-place of the kings, for they said,
He is a leper: and Jotham his son became king in his place.

27
1 Jotham was twenty-five years old when he became king; and he was

ruling in Jerusalem for sixteen years; and his mother's name was Jerushah,
the daughter of Zadok. 2He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, as his
father Uzziah had done; but he did not go into the Temple of the Lord. And
the people still went on in their evil ways. 3He put up the higher doorway of
the house of the Lord, and did much building on the wall of the Ophel. 4 In
addition, he made towns in the hill-country of Judah, and strong buildings
and towers in the woodlands. 5Hewent to war with the king of the children
of Ammon and overcame them. That year, the children of Ammon gave
him a hundred talents of silver, and ten thousand measures of grain and
ten thousand measures of barley. And the children of Ammon gave him the
same amount the second year and the third. 6 So Jotham became strong,
because in all his ways he made the Lord his guide. 7 Now the rest of the
acts of Jotham, and all his wars and his ways, are recorded in the book of the
kings of Israel and Judah. 8He was twenty-five years old when he became
king, and he was ruling in Jerusalem for sixteen years. 9And Jotham went
to rest with his fathers, and they put his body into the earth in the town of
David; and Ahaz his son became king in his place.

28
1Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he was ruling in

Jerusalem for sixteen years; he did not do what was right in the eyes of the
Lord, like David his father: 2 But he went in the ways of the kings of Israel
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and made images of metal for the Baals. 3More than this, he had offerings
burned in the valley of the son ofHinnom, andmade his children go through
fire, copying the disgusting ways of the nations whom the Lord had sent out
of the land before the children of Israel. 4 And he made offerings and had
perfumes burned in the high places and on the hills and under every green
tree. 5So theLordhisGodgavehimup into thehandsof thekingofAram; and
they overcamehim, and took awaya great number of his people as prisoners
to Damascus. Then he was given into the hands of the king of Israel, who
sent great destruction on him. 6 For Pekah, the son of Remaliah, in one day
put to death a hundred and twenty thousandmen of Judah, all of them good
fighting-men; because they had given up the Lord, the God of their fathers.
7 And Zichri, a great fighting-man of Ephraim, put to death Maaseiah, the
king's son, and Azrikam, the controller of his house, and Elkanah, who was
second in authority to the king. 8 And the children of Israel took away as
prisoners from their brothers, two hundred thousand, women and sons and
daughters, and a great store of their goods, and took them to Samaria. 9But
a prophet of the Lord was there, named Oded; and he went out in front of
the army which was coming into Samaria and said to them, Truly, because
the Lord, the God of your fathers, was angry with Judah, he gave them up
into your hands, and you have put them to death in an outburst of wrath
stretching up to heaven. 10 And now your purpose is to keep the children
of Judah and Jerusalem as men-servants and women-servants under your
yoke: but are there no sins against the Lord your God to be seen among
yourselves? 11And now give ear to me, and send back the prisoners whom
you have taken from your brothers: for the wrath of the Lord is burning
against you. 12Then certain of the heads of the children of Ephraim, Azariah,
the son of Johanan, Berechiah, the son of Meshillemoth Jehizkiah, the son of
Shallum, andAmasa the sonofHadlai, put themselves against thosewhohad
come from the war, 13 And said to them, You are not to let these prisoners
come here; for what you are designing to do will be a cause of sin against
the Lord to us,making even greater our sin and ourwrongdoing, which now
are great enough, and his wrath is burning against Israel. 14 So the armed
men gave up the prisoners and the goods they had taken to the heads and
the meeting of the people. 15 And those men who have been named went
up and took the prisoners, clothing those among themwhowere uncovered,
with things from the goods which had been taken in the war, and putting
robes on them and shoes on their feet; and they gave them food and drink
and oil for their bodies, and seating all the feeble among them on asses,
they took them to Jericho, the town of palm-trees, to their people, and then
went back to Samaria. 16 At that time King Ahaz sent for help to the king
of Assyria. 17 For the Edomites had come again, attacking Judah and taking
away prisoners. 18 And the Philistines, forcing their way into the towns of
the lowlands and the south of Judah, had taken Beth-shemesh and Aijalon
and Gederoth and Soco, with their daughter-towns, as well as Timnah and
Gimzoand theirdaughter-towns, andwere living there. 19For theLordmade
Judah low, because of Ahaz, king of Israel; for he had givenup all self-control
in Judah, sinning greatly against the Lord. 20 Then Tiglath-pileser, king of
Assyria, came to him, but was a cause of trouble and not of strength to him.
21 For Ahaz took a part of the wealth from the house of the Lord, and from
the house of the king and of the greatmen, and gave it to the king of Assyria;
but it was no help to him. 22 And in the time of his trouble, this same King
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Ahaz did even more evil against the Lord. 23 For he made offerings to the
gods of Damascus, who were attacking him, and said, Because the gods of
the kings of Aram are giving them help, I will make offerings to them so that
theymaygivemehelp. But theywere the cause of his downfall, andof that of
all Israel. 24AndAhaz got together the vessels of the house of God, cutting up
all the vessels of the house ofGod, and shutting the doors of the Lord's house;
and hemade altars in every part of Jerusalem. 25And in every town of Judah
he made high places where perfumes were burned to other gods, awaking
the wrath of the Lord, the God of his fathers. 26Now the rest of his acts and
all his ways, first and last, are recorded in the book of the kings of Judah and
Israel. 27And Ahaz went to rest with his fathers, and they put his body into
the earth in Jerusalem; but they did not put him in the resting-place of the
kings of Israel: and Hezekiah his son became king in his place.

29
1Hezekiah became king when he was twenty-five years old; and he was

king in Jerusalem for twenty-nine years; and hismother's namewas Abijah,
the daughter of Zechariah. 2He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord,
as his father David had done. 3 In the first year of his rule, in the first month,
opening the doors of the Lord's house, he made them strong. 4And he sent
for the priests and theLevites, and got them together in thewideplace on the
east side, 5And said to them, Give ear tome, O Levites: nowmake yourselves
holy, andmake holy the house of the Lord, the God of your fathers, and take
away everything unclean from the holy place. 6 For our fathers have done
evil, sinning in the eyes of the Lord our God, and have given him up, turning
away their faces from the house of the Lord, and turning their backs on him.
7The doors of his house have been shut and the lights put out; no perfumes
have been burned or offerings made to the God of Israel in his holy place.
8And so thewrath of the Lord has come on Judah and Jerusalem, and he has
given themup tobea causeof fear andwonder and shame, as your eyeshave
seen. 9 For see, our fathers have been put to death with the sword, and our
sons and daughters and wives have been taken away prisoners because of
this. 10Now it ismy purpose tomake an agreementwith the Lord, the God of
Israel, so that the heat of his wrathmay be turned away from us. 11My sons,
take care now: for you have been marked out by the Lord to come before
himand to be his servants, burning offerings to him. 12Then the Levites took
their places; Mahath, the son of Amasai, and Joel, the son of Azariah, among
the Kohathites; and of the sons ofMerari, Kish, the son of Abdi, and Azariah,
the son of Jehallelel; and of the Gershonites, Joah, the son of Zimmah, and
Eden, the son of Joah; 13And of the sons of Elizaphan, Shimri and Jeuel; and
of the sons of Asaph, Zechariah andMattaniah; 14And of the sons of Heman,
Jehuel and Shimei; and of the sons of Jeduthun, Shemaiah andUzziel. 15And
they got their brothers together and made themselves holy, and went in, as
the king had said by the word of the Lord, to make the house of the Lord
clean. 16 And the priests went into the inner part of the house of the Lord
tomake it clean, and everything uncleanwhichwas to be seen in the Temple
of the Lord they took out into the outer square of the Lord's house, and the
Levites got it together and took it away to the stream Kidron. 17On the first
day of the firstmonth thework ofmaking the house holywas started, and on
the eighth day they came to the covered way of the Lord; in eight days they
made the Lord's house holy, and on the sixteenth day of the first month the
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work was done. 18 Then they went in to King Hezekiah and said, We have
made all the house of the Lord clean, as well as the altar of burned offerings
with all its vessels, and the table for the holy bread,with all its vessels. 19And
all the vessels which were turned out by King Ahaz in his sin while he was
king, we have put in order and made holy, and now they are in their places
before the altar of the Lord. 20Then Hezekiah the king got up early, and got
together the great men of the town, and went up to the house of the Lord.
21 And they took with them seven oxen and seven male sheep and seven
lambs and seven he-goats as a sin-offering for the kingdom and for the holy
house and for Judah. And he gave orders to the sons of Aaron, the priests,
that these were to be offered on the altar of the Lord. 22 So they put the oxen
to death and their bloodwas given to the priests to be drained out against the
altar; then they put themale sheep to death, draining out their blood against
the altar, and they put the lambs to death, draining out their blood against
the altar. 23 Then they took the he-goats for the sin-offering, placing them
before the king and the meeting of the people, and they put their hands on
them: 24And thepriests put themtodeath, andmadea sin-offeringwith their
blood on the altar, to take away the sin of all Israel: for the king gave orders
that the burned offering and the sin-offering were for all Israel. 25 Then
he put the Levites in their places in the house of the Lord, with brass and
corded instruments of music as ordered by David and Gad, the king's seer,
and Nathan the prophet: for the orderwas the Lord's, given by his prophets.
26 So the Levites took their places with David's instruments, and the priests
with their horns. 27 And Hezekiah gave the word for the burned offering
to be offered on the altar. And when the burned offering was started, then
the song of the Lord was started, with the blowing of horns and with all the
instruments of David, king of Israel. 28And all the people gave worship, to
the sound of songs and the blowing of horns; and thiswent on till the burned
offering was ended. 29 And at the end of the offering, the king and all who
werepresentwithhimgaveworshipwithbentheads. 30ThenKingHezekiah
and the captains gave orders to the Levites to give praise to God in thewords
of David and Asaph the seer. And they made songs of praise with joy, and
withbentheadsgaveworship. 31ThenHezekiahmadeanswerandsaid,Now
that youhave givenyourselves to theLord, comenear and takeofferings and
praise-offerings into the house of the Lord. So all the people took in offerings
and praise-offerings: and those whose hearts were moved, took in burned
offerings. 32 The number of burned offerings which the people took in was
seventy oxen, a hundredmale sheep, and twohundred lambs: all thesewere
for burned offerings to the Lord. 33 And the holy things were six hundred
oxen and three thousand sheep. 34 There were not enough priests for the
workof cuttingupall theburnedofferings; so their brothers theLevites gave
them help till the workwas done and the priests hadmade themselves holy:
for the Levitesweremore upright in heart tomake themselves holy than the
priests. 35And there was a great amount of burned offerings, with the fat of
the peace-offerings and the drink offerings for every burned offering. So the
workof theLord's housewasput in order. 36AndHezekiahandall thepeople
were full of joy, because God had made the people ready: for the thing was
done suddenly.

30
1 Then Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah, and sent letters to



2 Chronicles 30:2 466 2 Chronicles 30:22

Ephraim andManasseh, requesting them to come to the house of the Lord at
Jerusalem, to keep the Passover to the Lord, the God of Israel. 2For the king,
after discussion with his chiefs and all the body of the people in Jerusalem,
had made a decision to keep the Passover in the second month. 3 It was
not possible to keep it at that time, because not enough priests had made
themselves holy, and the people had not come together in Jerusalem. 4And
the thing was right in the eyes of the king and all the people. 5 So it was
ordered that word was to be sent out through all Israel, from Beer-sheba
to Dan, that they were to come to keep the Passover to the Lord, the God
of Israel, at Jerusalem: because they had not kept it in great numbers in
agreement with the law. 6 So runners went with letters from the king and
his chiefs through all Israel and Judah, by the order of the king, saying, O
children of Israel, come back again to the Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Israel, so that he may come again to that small band of you which has
been kept safe out of the hands of the kings of Assyria. 7Do not be like your
fathers and your brothers, who were sinners against the Lord, the God of
their fathers, so that he made them a cause of fear, as you see. 8 Now do
not be hard-hearted, as your fathers were; but give yourselves to the Lord,
and come into his holy place, which he has made his for ever, and be the
servants of the Lord your God, so that the heat of his wrath may be turned
away fromyou. 9For if you comeback to the Lord, thosewho took away your
brothers and your children will have pity on them, and let them come back
to this land: for the Lord your God is full of grace and mercy, and his face
will not be turned away from you if you come back to him. 10So the runners
went from town to town through all the country of Ephraim and Manasseh
as far as Zebulun: but they were laughed at and made sport of. 11However,
some of Asher andManasseh and Zebulun put away their pride and came to
Jerusalem. 12And in Judah the power of God gave them one heart to do the
ordersof thekingand thecaptains,whichwere takenas thewordof theLord.
13 So a very great number of people came together at Jerusalem to keep the
feast of unleavened bread in the secondmonth. 14And they got to work and
took away all the altars in Jerusalem, and they put all the vessels for burning
perfumes into the streamKidron. 15Thenon the fourteenthdayof the second
month they put the Passover lambs to death: and the priests and the Levites
were shamed, andmade themselves holy and took burned offerings into the
house of the Lord. 16And they took their places in their right order, as it was
ordered in the law of Moses, the man of God: the priests draining out on the
altar the blood given them by the Levites. 17 For there were still a number
of the people there who had not made themselves holy: so the Levites had
to put Passover lambs to death for those who were not clean, to make them
holy to the Lord. 18 For a great number of the people from Ephraim and
Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun, had not made themselves clean, but they
took the Passovermeal, though not in the right way. For Hezekiah hadmade
prayer for them, saying,May the good Lord havemercy on everyone 19Who,
with all his heart, is turned to God the Lord, the God of his fathers, even
if he has not been made clean after the rules of the holy place. 20 And the
Lord gave ear to Hezekiah, and made the people well. 21 So the children of
Israel whowere present in Jerusalem kept the feast of unleavened bread for
seven days with great joy: and the Levites and the priests gave praise to the
Lord day by day, making melody to the Lord with loud instruments. 22And
Hezekiah said kind words to the Levites who were expert in the ordering
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of the worship of the Lord: so they kept the feast for seven days, offering
peace-offerings and praising the Lord, the God of their fathers. 23 And by
the desire of all the people, the feast went on for another seven days, and
they kept the seven days with joy. 24For Hezekiah, king of Judah, gave to the
people for offerings, a thousand oxen and seven thousand sheep; and the
rulers gave a thousand oxen and ten thousand sheep; and a great number of
priestsmade themselves holy. 25And all the people of Judah, with the priests
and the Levites, and those who had come from Israel, and men from other
landswho had come from Israel orwhowere living in Judah, were gladwith
great joy. 26 So there was great joy in Jerusalem: for nothing like this had
been seen in Jerusalem from the time of Solomon, the son of David, king of
Israel. 27Then the priests and the Levites gave the people a blessing: and the
voice of their prayer went up to the holy place of God in heaven.

31
1Nowwhen all this was over, all the men of Israel whowere present went

out into the towns of Judah, causing the stone pillars to be broken up and the
wood pillars to be cut down, pulling down the high places and the altars in
all Judah and Benjamin, as well as in Ephraim and Manasseh, till all were
gone. Then all the children of Israel went back to their towns, every man to
his property. 2 Then Hezekiah put in order the divisions of the priests and
Levites, every man in his division, in relation to his work, for the burned
offerings andpeace-offerings, and for the ordering ofworship and for giving
praise at the doors of the Lord's house. 3 And he gave the king's part of
his private property for the burned offerings, that is, for the morning and
evening offerings, and the offerings for the Sabbath and the newmoons and
the regular feasts, as it is recorded in the law of the Lord. 4 In addition, he
gave orders to the people of Jerusalem to give to the priests and Levites that
part which was theirs by right, so that they might be strong in keeping the
law of the Lord. 5 And when the order was made public, straight away the
children of Israel gave, in great amounts, the first-fruits of their grain and
wine and oil and honey, and of the produce of their fields; and they took
in a tenth part of everything, a great store. 6And the children of Israel and
Judah, who were living in the towns of Judah came with the tenth part of
their oxen and sheep, and a tenth of all the holy things which were to be
given to the Lord their God, and put them in great masses. 7 The first store
of things was put down in the third month, and in the seventh month the
masses were complete. 8And when Hezekiah and the rulers came and saw
all the store of goods, they gave praise to the Lord and to his people Israel.
9 Then Hezekiah put questions to the priests and Levites about the store
of goods. 10 And Azariah, the chief priest, of the family of Zadok, said in
answer, From the time when the people first came with their offerings into
the house of the Lord, we have had food enough, andmore than enough: for
the blessing of the Lord is on his people; and there is this great store which
has not been used. 11Then Hezekiah said that store-rooms were to be made
ready in the house of the Lord; and thiswas done. 12And in them they put all
the offerings and the tenths and the holy things, keeping nothing back, and
over themwas Conaniah the Levite, with Shimei his brother second to him.
13And Jehiel and Azaziah and Nahath and Asahel and Jerimoth and Jozabad
and Eliel and Ismachiah and Mahath and Benaiah were overseers, under
the directions of Conaniah and Shimei his brother, by the order of Hezekiah
the king and Azariah, the ruler of the house of God. 14And Kore, the son of



2 Chronicles 31:15 468 2 Chronicles 32:13

Imnah the Levite, the keeper of the east door, had control of the offerings
freely given to God, and the distribution of the offerings of the Lord and the
most holy things. 15 And under him were Eden and Miniamin and Jeshua
and Shemaiah and Amariah and Shecaniah, in the towns of the priests, who
weremaderesponsible forgiving it toall theirbrothers, bydivisions, to small
and great: 16As well as to all the males, of three years old and over, listed by
their families, who went into the house of the Lord to do what was needed
day by day, for their special work with their divisions. 17 And the families
of the priests were listed by their fathers' names, but the Levites, of twenty
years old and over, were listed in relation to their work in their divisions;
18 And in the lists were all their little ones and their wives and their sons
and daughters, through all the people: they made themselves holy in the
positions which theywere given. 19And as for the sons of Aaron, the priests,
living in the country on the outskirts of their towns, every different town
thereweremen,marked out byname, to give their part of the goods to all the
malesamong thepriests, and toallwhowere listedamong theLevites. 20This
Hezekiah did through all Judah; he did what was good and right and true
before the Lord his God. 21And for everything he undertook, in connection
with the work of the house of God and his law and orders, he got directions
from God and did it with serious purpose; and things went well for him.

32
1Now after these things and this true-hearted work, Sennacherib, king of

Assyria, came into Judah, and put his army in position before the walled
towns of Judah, designing to make his way into them by force. 2And when
Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come for the purpose of fighting against
Jerusalem, 3 He took up with his rulers and men of war the question of
stopping up the water-springs outside the town; and they gave him their
support. 4 So they got together a great number of people, and had all the
water-springs and the stream flowing through the land stopped up, saying,
Why let the kings of Assyria come and have much water? 5 Then he took
heart, buildingup thewallwhere itwasbrokendown, andmaking its towers
higher, and building another wall outside; and he made strong the Millo in
the townof David, and got together a great store of all sorts of instruments of
war. 6And he put war chiefs over the people, and sent for them all to come
together to him in the wide place at the doorway into the town, and to give
them heart he said to them, 7 Be strong and take heart; have no fear, and
do not be troubled on account of the king of Assyria and all the great army
with him: for there is a greater with us. 8With him is an arm of flesh; but
we have the Lord our God, helping us and fighting for us. And the people put
their faith in what Hezekiah, king of Judah, said. 9After this, Sennacherib,
king of Assyria, sent his servants to Jerusalem (at that time he was stationed
with all his army in front of Lachish), to say to Hezekiah and all the men of
Judah in Jerusalem, 10 Sennacherib, king of Assyria, says, In what are you
placing your hope, waiting here in the walled town of Jerusalem? 11 Is it not
Hezekiahwho has got you to do it, causing your death fromneed of food and
water, by saying, The Lord our God will give us salvation out of the hands
of the king of Assyria? 12Has not this same Hezekiah taken away his high
places and his altars, saying to Judah and Jerusalem, Give worship before
one altar only, burning offerings on it? 13Have you no knowledge of what I
and my fathers have done to all the peoples of every land? were the gods of
the nations of those lands able to keep their land from falling intomyhands?
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14Whowas there among all the gods of those nations, which my fathers put
to destruction, who was able to keep his people safe frommy hands? and is
it possible that your God will keep you safe from my hands? 15 So do not be
tricked by Hezekiah or let him get you to do this, and do not put any faith in
what he says: for no god of any nation or kingdom has been able to keep his
people safe frommy hands, or the hands of my fathers: howmuch less will
your God keep you safe frommy hands! 16And his servants said even more
against theLordGodandagainst his servantHezekiah. 17Andhe sent letters,
in addition, toput shameon theLord, theGodof Israel, and to sayevil against
him, saying, As the gods of the nations of other lands have not been able to
keep theirpeople safe frommyhands, nomorewill theGodofHezekiahkeep
his people safe from my hands. 18 These things they said, crying out with
a loud voice in the Jews' language, to the people of Jerusalem who were on
the wall, with the purpose of troubling them and putting fear into them, so
that theymight take the town; 19Talking of the God of Jerusalem as if hewas
like the gods of the peoples of the earth, the work of men's hands. 20 And
Hezekiah the king, and Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, made prayer
because of this, crying out to heaven. 21And the Lord sent an angel who put
to death all the men of war and the chiefs and the captains in the army of
the king of Assyria. So he went back to his country in shame. And when he
came into the house of his god, his sons, the offspring of his body, put him
to death there with the sword. 22 So the Lord gave Hezekiah and the people
of Jerusalem salvation from the power of Sennacherib, the king of Assyria,
and from all others, giving them rest on every side. 23 And great numbers
came to Jerusalem with offerings for the Lord, and things of great price for
Hezekiah, king of Judah: so that he was honoured among all nations from
that time. 24 In those days Hezekiah was ill and near death; and he made
prayer to the Lord, and the Lord in answer gave him a sign. 25But Hezekiah
did not do as had been done to him; for his heart was lifted up in pride; and
sowrath came onhimand on Judah and Jerusalem. 26But then, Hezekiah, in
sorrow for what he had done, put away his pride; and he and all Jerusalem
made themselves low, so that the wrath of the Lord did not come on them in
Hezekiah's life-time. 27AndHezekiahhadverygreatwealthandhonour; and
he made himself store-houses for his gold and silver and jewels and spices,
and for body-covers and all sorts of beautiful vessels. 28And store-houses for
theproduceofgrainandwineandoil; andbuildings forall sortsofbeastsand
flocks. 29And hemade towns for himself, and got togethermuch property in
flocksandherds: forGodhadgivenhimgreatwealth. 30 ItwasHezekiahwho
had the higher spring of the water of Gihon stopped, and the water taken
down on the west side of the town of David. In everything he undertook,
Hezekiah did well. 31However, in the business of the representatives sent
by the rulers of Babylon to get news of the wonder which had taken place in
the land, God gave up guiding him, testing him to see what was in his heart.
32Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and the good he did, are recorded in
the vision of Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, and in the book of the kings
of Judah and Israel. 33SoHezekiahwent to restwith his fathers, and they put
his body into the higher part of the resting-places of the sons of David: and
all Judah and the people of Jerusalem gave him honour at his death. And
Manasseh his son became king in his place.
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33
1Manassehwas twelve years oldwhen he became king, and hewas ruling

for fifty-five years in Jerusalem. 2He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, copying
the disgusting ways of the nations whom the Lord had sent out of the land
before the children of Israel. 3 For he put up again the high places which
had been pulled down by his father Hezekiah; and he made altars for the
Baals, and pillars of wood, andwas aworshipper and servant of all the stars
of heaven; 4And he made altars in the house of the Lord, of which the Lord
had said, In Jerusalem will my name be for ever. 5 And he made altars for
all the stars of heaven in the two outer squares of the house of the Lord.
6More than this, he made his children go through the fire in the valley of
the son of Hinnom; and hemade use of secret arts, and signs for reading the
future, and unnatural powers, and gave positions to those who had control
of spirits and to wonder-workers: he did much evil in the eyes of the Lord,
moving him to wrath. 7And he put the image he had made in the house of
God, the house of which God had said to David and to Solomon his son, In
this house, and in Jerusalem, the townwhich I havemademine out of all the
tribes of Israel, will I put my name for ever: 8And never again will I let the
feet of Israel be moved out of the land which I have given to their fathers; if
only they will take care to do all my orders, even all the law and the orders
and the rules given to them by Moses. 9And Manasseh made Judah and the
people of Jerusalem go out of the true way, so that they did more evil than
those nations whom the Lord gave up to destruction before the children of
Israel. 10And thewordof theLordcame toManassehandhispeople, but they
gave no attention. 11 So the Lord sent against them the captains of the army
of Assyria, who made Manasseh a prisoner and took him away in chains to
Babylon. 12Andcryingout to theLordhisGod inhis trouble, hemadehimself
low before the God of his fathers, 13Andmade prayer to him; and in answer
to his prayer God let him come back to Jerusalem and to his kingdom. Then
Manasseh was certain that the Lord was God. 14After this he made an outer
wall for the town of David, on the west side of Gihon in the valley, as far
as the way into the town by the fish doorway; and he put a very high wall
round the Ophel; and he put captains of the army in all the walled towns of
Judah. 15He took away the strange gods and the image out of the house of the
Lord, and all the altars he had put up on the hill of the Lord's house and in
Jerusalem, and put them out of the town. 16And he put the altar of the Lord
in order, offering peace-offerings and praise-offerings on it, and said that
all Judah were to be servants of the Lord, the God of Israel. 17However, the
people still made offerings in the high places, but only to the Lord their God.
18Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and his prayer to his God, and the
words which the seers said to him in the name of the Lord, the God of Israel,
are recorded among the acts of the kings of Israel. 19And the prayer which
he made to God, and how God gave him an answer, and all his sin and his
wrongdoing, and the placeswhere hemade high places and put up pillars of
woodand images, beforeheputawayhispride, are recorded in thehistoryof
the seers. 20SoManassehwent to rest with his fathers, and they put his body
to rest in his house, andAmonhis son became king in his place. 21Amonwas
twenty-two years oldwhen he became king; and hewas ruling for two years
in Jerusalem. 22Hedidevil in theeyesof theLord, asManassehhis fatherhad
done; andAmonmade offerings to all the imageswhich his fatherManasseh
hadmade, and was their servant. 23He did not make himself low before the
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Lord, as his fatherManasseh had done, butwent on sinningmore andmore.
24Andhis servantsmade a secret design against him, andput him to death in
his house. 25But the people of the land put to death all those who had taken
part in the design against King Amon, and made his son Josiah king in his
place.

34
1 Josiah was eight years old when he became king; he was ruling in

Jerusalem for thirty-one years. 2And he didwhatwas right in the eyes of the
Lord, walking in the ways of his father David, without turning to the right
hand or to the left. 3 In the eighth year of his rule, while he was still young,
his heart was first turned to the God of his father David; and in the twelfth
yearheundertook the clearing awayof all thehighplaces and thepillars and
the images ofwood andmetal from Judah and Jerusalem. 4Hehad the altars
of the Baals broken down,while he himself was present; and the sun-images
which were placed on high over them he had cut down; and the pillars of
wood and themetal images he had broken up and crushed to dust, dropping
the dust over the resting-places of the deadwho hadmade offerings to them.
5And he had the bones of the priests burned on their altars, and so hemade
Judah and Jerusalem clean. 6And in all the towns ofManasseh and Ephraim
andSimeonas far asNaphtali, hemadewaste their houses roundabout. 7He
had the altars and the pillars of wood pulled down and the images crushed
to dust, and all the sun-images cut down, through all the land of Israel, and
then he went back to Jerusalem. 8 Now in the eighteenth year of his rule,
when the land and the house had beenmade clean, he sent Shaphan, the son
of Azaliah, and Maaseiah, the ruler of the town, and Joah, the son of Joahaz,
the recorder, to make good what was damaged in the house of the Lord his
God. 9And they came toHilkiah, the chief priest, and gave him all themoney
which had been taken into the house of God, which the Levites, the keepers
of the door, had got from Manasseh and Ephraim and those of Israel who
hadnot been taken away as prisoners, and fromall Judah andBenjamin and
the people of Jerusalem. 10 And they gave it to the overseers of the work
of the Lord's house, and the overseers gave it to the workmen working in
the house, for building it up and making good what was damaged; 11 Even
to the woodworkers and builders to get cut stone and wood for joining the
structure together and for making boards for the houses which the kings of
Judah had given up to destruction. 12 And the men did the work well; and
those who had authority over themwere Jahath and Obadiah, Levites of the
sons of Merari, and Zechariah andMeshullam, of the sons of the Kohathites,
who were to be responsible for seeing that the work was done; and others
of the Levites, who were expert with instruments of music, 13Had authority
over the transport workers, giving directions to all whowere doing any sort
of work; and among the Levites there were scribes and overseers and door-
keepers. 14Nowwhen they were taking out themoney which had come into
the Lord's house, Hilkiah the priest came across the book of the law of the
Lord, which he had given by the mouth of Moses. 15 Then Hilkiah said to
Shaphan the scribe, I havemadediscoveryof thebookof the law in thehouse
of the Lord. AndHilkiah gave the book to Shaphan. 16And Shaphan took the
book to the king; and he gave him an account ofwhat had been done, saying,
Your servants are doing all they have been given to do; 17 They have taken
out all the money which was in the Lord's house and have given it to the
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overseers and to the workmen. 18Then Shaphan the scribe said to the king,
Hilkiah the priest has givenme a book; and hemade a start at reading some
of it to the king. 19And the king, hearing the words of the law, took his robe
in his hands, violently parting it as a sign of his grief. 20And he gave orders
to Hilkiah and to Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, and Abdon, the son of Micah,
and Shaphan the scribe and Asaiah, the king's servant, saying, 21Go and get
directions from the Lord for me and for those who are still in Israel and for
Judah, about the words of this book which has come to light; for great is the
wrath of the Lord which has been let loose on us, because our fathers have
not kept the word of the Lord or done what is recorded in this book. 22 So
Hilkiah, and those whom the king sent, went to Huldah thewoman prophet,
the wife of Shallum, the son of Tokhath, the son of Hasrah, the keeper of the
robes (now she was living in Jerusalem, in the second part of the town); and
they had talkwith her about this thing. 23And she said to them, The Lord, the
God of Israel, has said, Say to the man who sent you to me, 24 These are the
words of the Lord: See, I will send evil on this place and on its people, even
all the curses in the book which they have been reading before the king of
Judah; 25Because theyhave givenmeup, burningofferings to other gods and
moving me to wrath by all the works of their hands; so my wrath is let loose
on this place andwill not be put out. 26But to the king of Judahwho sent you
to get directions from the Lord, say, This is what the Lord, the God of Israel,
has said: Because you have given ear to my words, 27 And your heart was
soft, and youmade yourself low before God, on hearing his words about this
place and its people, andwithweeping and signs of grief havemade yourself
low before me, I have given ear to you, says the Lord God. 28 See, I will let
you go to your fathers, and be put in your last resting-place in peace, and
your eyes will not see all the evil which I will send on this place and on its
people. So they took this news back to the king. 29Then the king sent and got
together all the responsible men of Judah and of Jerusalem. 30And the king
went up to the house of the Lord, with all the men of Judah and the people
of Jerusalem, and the priests and the Levites and all the people, small and
great; and theywere present at his reading of the book of the lawwhich had
come to light in thehouseof theLord. 31Then theking, takinghis placeby the
pillar, made an agreement before the Lord, to go in the way of the Lord, and
to keep his orders and his decisions and his rules with all his heart and with
all his soul, and to keep the words of the agreement recorded in this book.
32And hemade all the people in Jerusalem and Benjamin give their word to
keep it. And the people of Jerusalem kept the agreement of God, the God of
their fathers. 33 Josiah took away all the disgusting things out of all the lands
of the children of Israel, andmade allwhowere in Israel servants of the Lord
their God. And as long as hewas living theywere true to the Lord, the God of
their fathers.

35
1 And Josiah kept a Passover to the Lord in Jerusalem; on the fourteenth

day of the first month they put the Passover lamb to death. 2 And he gave
the priests their places, making them strong for the work of the house of
God. 3 And he said to the Levites, the teachers of all Israel, who were holy
to the Lord, See, the holy ark is in the house which Solomon, the son of
David, king of Israel, made; it will no longer have to be transported on your
backs: now be the servants of the Lord your God and his people Israel, 4And
make yourselves ready in your divisions, by your families, as it is ordered
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in the writings of David, king of Israel, and of Solomon his son; 5 And take
your positions in the holy place, grouped in the families of your brothers,
the children of the people, and for every division let there be a part of a
family of the Levites. 6 And put the Passover lamb to death, and make
yourselves holy, and make it ready for your brothers, so that the orders
given by the Lord through Moses may be done. 7 And Josiah gave lambs
and goats from the flock as Passover offerings for all the people who were
present, to the number of thirty thousand, and three thousand oxen: these
were from the king's private property. 8 And his captains freely gave an
offering to the people, the priests, and the Levites. Hilkiah and Zechariah
and Jehiel, the rulers of the house of God, gave to the priests for the Passover
offerings two thousand, six hundred small cattle and three hundred oxen.
9 And Conaniah and Shemaiah and Nethanel, his brothers, and Hashabiah
and Jeiel and Jozabad, the chiefs of the Levites, gave to the Levites for the
Passover offerings five thousand small cattle and five hundred oxen. 10 So
everythingwasmade ready and the priests took their placeswith the Levites
in their divisions, as the king had said. 11And they put the Passover lambs to
death, the blood being drained out by the priests when it was given to them,
and theLevites did the skinning. 12And they took away theburnedofferings,
so that theymight give them to be offered to the Lord for the divisions of the
families of the people, as it is recorded in the book ofMoses. And they did the
same with the oxen. 13And the Passover lamb was cooked over the fire, as
it says in the law; and the holy offerings were cooked in pots and basins and
vessels, and takenquickly toall thepeople. 14Andafter that, theymadeready
for themselves and for the priests; for the priests, the sons of Aaron, were
offering the burned offerings and the fat till night; so the Levitesmade ready
whatwasneeded for themselvesand for thepriests, the sonsofAaron. 15And
the sons of Asaph, the makers of melody, were in their places, as ordered by
David and Asaph and Heman and Jeduthun, the king's seer; and the door-
keeperswere stationed at everydoor: therewasnoneed for them to go away
from their places, for their brothers the Levites made ready for them. 16 So
everything needed for the worship of the Lord was made ready that same
day, for the keeping of the Passover and the offering of burned offerings on
the altar of the Lord, as King Josiah had given orders. 17And all the children
of Israel who were present kept the Passover and the feast of unleavened
bread at that time for seven days. 18 No Passover like it had been kept in
Israel from the days of Samuel the prophet; and not one of the kings of Israel
had ever kept a Passover like the one kept by Josiah and the priests and the
Levites and all those of Judah and Israel who were present, and the people
of Jerusalem. 19 In the eighteenth year of the rule of Josiah this Passoverwas
kept. 20After all this, and after Josiah had put the house in order, Neco, king
of Egypt, went up to make war at Carchemish by the river Euphrates; and
Josiah went out against him. 21 But he sent representatives to him, saying,
What have I to do with you, O king of Judah? I have not come against you
this day, but against those with whom I am at war; and God has given me
orders to go forward quickly: keep out of God's way, for he is with me, or
he will send destruction on you. 22However, Josiah would not go back; but
keeping to his purpose of fighting against him, and giving no attention to the
words of Neco, which came from God, he went forward to the fight in the
valley of Megiddo. 23And the bowmen sent their arrows at King Josiah, and
the king said to his servants, Takemeaway, for I ambadlywounded. 24Sohis



2 Chronicles 35:25 474 2 Chronicles 36:19

servants took him out of the line of war-carriages, and put him in his second
carriage and took him to Jerusalem, where he came to his end, and they put
his body in the resting-place of his fathers. And in all Judah and Jerusalem
therewas great weeping for Josiah. 25And Jeremiahmade a song of grief for
Josiah; and to this day Josiah is named by all themakers of melody, men and
women, in their songs of grief; they made it a rule in Israel; and the songs
are recorded among the songs of grief. 26Now the rest of the acts of Josiah,
and the good he did, in keepingwithwhat is recorded in the law of the Lord,
27Andall his acts, first and last, are recorded in the book of the kings of Israel
and Judah.

36
1 Then the people of the land took Jehoahaz, the son of Josiah, and made

him king in Jerusalem in place of his father. 2 Jehoahaz was twenty-three
yearsoldwhenhebecameking; hewas ruling in Jerusalemfor threemonths.
3 Then the king of Egypt took the kingdom from him in Jerusalem, and put
on the land a tax of a hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold. 4 And
the king of Egypt made Eliakim his brother king over Judah and Jerusalem,
changing his name to Jehoiakim. And Neco took his brother Jehoahaz away
to Egypt. 5 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king; he
was ruling in Jerusalem for eleven years, and he did evil in the eyes of the
Lord his God. 6Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came up against him, and
took himaway in chains to Babylon. 7AndNebuchadnezzar took away some
of the vessels of the Lord's house, and put them in the house of his god in
Babylon. 8Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim and the disgusting things he
did, and all there is to be said against him, are recorded in the book of the
kings of Israel and Judah; and Jehoiachin his son became king in his place.
9 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king; he was ruling
in Jerusalem for three months and ten days, and he did evil in the eyes of
the Lord. 10 In the spring of the year King Nebuchadnezzar sent and took
him away to Babylon, with the beautiful vessels of the house of the Lord,
and made Zedekiah, his father's brother, king over Judah and Jerusalem.
11 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king; he was ruling
in Jerusalem for eleven years. 12He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and did
not make himself low before Jeremiah the prophet who gave him the word
of the Lord. 13 And he took up arms against King Nebuchadnezzar, though
he had made him take an oath by God; but he made his neck stiff and his
heart hard, turning away from the Lord, the God of Israel. 14Andmore than
this, all the great men of Judah and the priests and the people made their
sin great, turning to all the disgusting ways of the nations; and they made
unclean the house of the Lord which he hadmade holy in Jerusalem. 15And
the Lord, the God of their fathers, sentword to themby his servants, sending
early and frequently, because he had pity on his people and on his living-
place; 16 But they put shame on the servants of God, making sport of his
words and laughing at his prophets, till the wrath of Godwasmoved against
his people, till there was no help. 17 So he sent against them the king of the
Chaldaeans, who put their young men to death with the sword in the house
of their holy place, and had no pity for any, young man or virgin, old man
or white-haired: God gave them all into his hands. 18And all the vessels of
the house of God, great and small, and the stored wealth of the Lord's house
and the wealth of the king and his chiefs, he took away to Babylon. 19 And
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the house of God was burned and the wall of Jerusalem broken down; all
its great houses were burned with fire and all its beautiful vessels given up
to destruction. 20 And all who had not come to death by the sword he took
away prisoners to Babylon; and they became servants to him and to his sons
till the kingdom of Persia came to power: 21 So that the words of the Lord,
which he said by the mouth of Jeremiah, might come true, till the land had
had pleasure in her Sabbaths; for as long as she was waste the land kept the
Sabbath, till seventy years were complete. 22Now in the first year of Cyrus,
king of Persia, in order that thewordswhich the Lord had said by themouth
of Jeremiah might come true, the spirit of Cyrus, king of Persia, was moved
by the Lord, and he made a public statement and had it given out through
all his kingdom and put in writing, saying, 23Cyrus, king of Persia, has said,
All the kingdoms of the earth have been given to me by the Lord, the God
of heaven; and he has made me responsible for building a house for him in
Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever there is among you of all his people,
may the Lord his God be with him and let him go up.
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The Book of
Ezra

1Now in the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, in order that theword of the
Lord given by the mouth of Jeremiah might come true, the spirit of Cyrus,
king of Persia, was moved by the Lord, so that he made a public statement
throughall his kingdom, andput it inwriting, saying, 2Theseare thewordsof
Cyrus, king of Persia: The LordGod of heaven has givenme all the kingdoms
of the earth; and he has made me responsible for building a house for him
in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3Whoever there is among you of his people,
may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah,
and take in hand the building of the house of the Lord, the God of Israel; he is
theGodwho is in Jerusalem. 4Andwhoever theremaybeof the rest of Israel,
living in any place, let the men of that place give him help with offerings of
silver and gold and goods and beasts, in addition to the offering freely given
for the house of God in Jerusalem. 5Then the heads of families of Judah and
Benjamin, with the priests and the Levites, got ready, even all those whose
spiritsweremovedbyGod togoupand take inhand thebuildingof theLord's
house in Jerusalem. 6Andall their neighbours gave themhelpwith offerings
of vessels of silver andgoldandgoods andbeasts and things of great value, in
addition to what was freely offered. 7And Cyrus the king got out the vessels
of the house of the Lord which Nebuchadnezzar had taken from Jerusalem
and put in the house of his gods; 8 Even these Cyrus made Mithredath, the
keeper of his wealth, get out, and he gave them, after numbering them, to
Sheshbazzar, the ruler of Judah. 9And this is thenumber of them: therewere
thirty gold plates, a thousand silver plates, twenty-nine knives, 10Thirty gold
basins, four hundred and ten silver basins, and a thousand other vessels.
11There were five thousand, four hundred gold and silver vessels. All these
were taken back by Sheshbazzar, when those who had been taken prisoner
went up from Babylon to Jerusalem.

2
1Now these are the people of the divisions of the kingdom, among those

who had been made prisoners by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and
taken away to Babylon, whowent back to Jerusalem and Judah, everyone to
his town; 2WhowentwithZerubbabel, Jeshua,Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah,
Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, Baanah, The number of the men
of the people of Israel: 3The children of Parosh, two thousand, one hundred
and seventy-two. 4The children of Shephatiah, three hundred and seventy-
two. 5The children of Arah, seven hundred and seventy-five. 6The children
of Pahath-moab, of the children of Jeshua and Joab, two thousand, eight
hundred and twelve. 7 The children of Elam, a thousand, two hundred
and fifty-four. 8 The children of Zattu, nine hundred and forty-five. 9 The
children of Zaccai, seven hundred and sixty. 10 The children of Bani, six
hundred and forty-two. 11 The children of Bebai, six hundred and twenty-
three. 12 The children of Azgad, a thousand, two hundred and twenty-two.
13 The children of Adonikam, six hundred and sixty-six. 14 The children of
Bigvai, two thousand and fifty-six. 15 The children of Adin, four hundred
and fifty-four. 16 The children of Ater, of Hezekiah, ninety-eight. 17 The
children of Bezai, three hundred and twenty-three. 18The children of Jorah,
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a hundred and twelve. 19The children of Hashum, two hundred and twenty-
three. 20The children of Gibbar, ninety-five. 21The children of Beth-lehem, a
hundred and twenty-three. 22The men of Netophah, fifty-six. 23The men of
Anathoth, a hundred and twenty-eight. 24 The children of Azmaveth, forty-
two. 25The childrenofKiriath-arim, Chephirah, andBeeroth, sevenhundred
and forty-three. 26ThechildrenofRamahandGeba, sixhundredand twenty-
one. 27Themen ofMichmas, a hundred and twenty-two. 28Themen of Beth-
el and Ai, two hundred and twenty-three. 29The children of Nebo, fifty-two.
30 The children of Magbish, a hundred and fifty-six. 31 The children of the
otherElam, a thousand, twohundredandfifty-four. 32ThechildrenofHarim,
three hundred and twenty. 33 The children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven
hundred and twenty-five. 34 The children of Jericho, three hundred and
forty-five. 35The children of Senaah, three thousand, six hundred and thirty.
36The priests: the children of Jedaiah, of the house of Jeshua, nine hundred
and seventy-three. 37 The children of Immer, a thousand and fifty-two.
38The children of Pashhur, a thousand, two hundred and forty-seven. 39The
children of Harim, a thousand and seventeen. 40 The Levites: the children
of Jeshua and Kadmiel, of the children of Hodaviah, seventy-four. 41 The
music-makers: the children of Asaph, a hundred and twenty-eight 42 The
children of the door-keepers: the children of Shallum, the children of Ater,
the children of Talmon, the children of Akkub, the children of Hatita, the
children of Shobai, a hundred and thirty-nine. 43TheNethinim: the children
of Ziha, the children of Hasupha, the children of Tabbaoth, 44 The children
of Keros, the children of Siaha, the children of Padon, 45 The children of
Lebanah, the children of Hagabah, the children of Akkub, 46 The children
of Hagab, the children of Shamlai, the children of Hanan, 47 The children
of Giddel, the children of Gahar, the children of Reaiah, 48 The children of
Rezin, the children of Nekoda, the children of Gazzam, 49 The children of
Uzza, the children of Paseah, the children of Besai, 50The children of Asnah,
the childrenofMeunim, the childrenofNephisim, 51The childrenof Bakbuk,
the children of Hakupha, the children of Harhur, 52The children of Bazluth,
the children of Mehida, the children of Harsha, 53 The children of Barkos,
the children of Sisera, the children of Temah, 54 The children of Neziah, the
children of Hatipha. 55 The children of Solomon's servants: the children of
Sotai, the children of Hassophereth, the children of Peruda, 56 The children
of Jaalah, the children of Darkon, the children of Giddel, 57 The children of
Shephatiah, the children of Hattil, the children of Pochereth-hazzebaim, the
children of Ami. 58All the Nethinim, and the children of Solomon's servants,
were three hundred and ninety-two. 59 And these were the people who
went up fromTel-melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub, Addan, and Immer. But having
no knowledge of their fathers' families or offspring, it was not certain that
they were Israelites; 60 The children of Delaiah, the children of Tobiah, the
children of Nekoda, six hundred and fifty-two. 61 And of the children of
the priests: the children of Habaiah, the children of Hakkoz, the children of
Barzillai, whowasmarried to one of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite,
and took their name. 62Theymade search for their record among the lists of
families, but their nameswerenowhere tobe seen; so theywere lookedonas
unclean and no longer priests. 63And the Tirshatha said that they were not
to have the most holy things for their food, till a priest came to give decision
by Urim and Thummim. 64The number of all the people together was forty-
two thousand, three hundred and sixty, 65Aswell as their men-servants and
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their women-servants, of whom there were seven thousand, three hundred
and thirty-seven: and theyhad twohundredmenandwomentomakemusic.
66 They had seven hundred and thirty-six horses, two hundred and forty-
five transport beasts, 67 Four hundred and thirty-five camels, six thousand,
seven hundred and twenty asses. 68And some of the heads of families, when
they came to the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem, gave freely of
their wealth for the building up of the house of God in its place: 69 Every
one, as he was able, gave for the work sixty-one thousand darics of gold,
five thousand pounds of silver and a hundred priests' robes. 70So the priests
and the Levites and the people and the music-makers and the door-keepers
and the Nethinim, took up their places in their towns; even all Israel in their
towns.

3
1Andwhen the seventhmonth came, and the children of Israelwere in the

towns, the people came together like one man to Jerusalem. 2 Then Jeshua,
the son of Jozadak, and his brothers the priests, and Zerubbabel, the son of
Shealtiel, with his brothers, got up andmade the altar of the God of Israel for
burned offerings as is recorded in the law of Moses, the man of God. 3 They
put the altar on its base; for fear was on them because of the people of the
countries: and they made burned offerings on it to the Lord, even burned
offerings morning and evening. 4 And they kept the feast of tents, as it is
recorded, making the regular burned offerings every day by number, as it
is ordered; for every day what was needed. 5 And after that, the regular
burned offering and the offerings for the newmoons and all the fixed feasts
of the Lord which had been made holy, and the offering of everyone who
freely gave his offering to the Lord. 6From the first day of the seventhmonth
they made a start with the burned offerings, but the base of the Temple of
the Lord had still not been put in its place. 7 And they gave money to the
stoneworkers and woodworkers; and meat and drink and oil to the people
of Zidon and of Tyre, for the transport of cedar-trees from Lebanon to the
sea, to Joppa, as Cyrus, king of Persia, had given them authority to do. 8Now
in the second year of their coming into the house of God in Jerusalem, in
the second month, the work was taken in hand by Zerubbabel, the son of
Shealtiel, and Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and the rest of their brothers the
priests and the Levites, and all those who had come from the land where
theywereprisoners to Jerusalem: and theymade theLevites, of twentyyears
old and over, responsible for overseeing the work of the house of the Lord.
9Then Jeshuawith his sons and his brothers, Kadmiel with his sons, the sons
of Hodaviah, together took up the work of overseeing the workmen in the
house of God: the sons of Henadad with their sons and their brothers, the
Levites. 10And when the builders put in position the base of the Temple of
the Lord, the priests, dressed in their robes, took their placeswithhorns, and
the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with brass instruments, to give praise to the
Lord in the way ordered by David, king of Israel. 11And they gave praise to
theLord, answeringoneanother in their songs and saying, Forhe is good, for
hismercy to Israel is eternal. And all the people gave a great cry of joy, when
they gave praise to the Lord, because the base of the Lord's house was put in
place. 12Butanumberof thepriests andLevitesand theheadsof families, old
menwhohad seen the first house, when the base of this housewas put down
before their eyes, were overcome with weeping; and a number were crying
out with joy: 13So that in the ears of the people the cry of joywasmixedwith
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the sound of weeping; for the cries of the people were loud and came to the
ears of those whowere a long way off.

4
1Nownews came to the haters of Judah andBenjamin that the peoplewho

had come back were building a Temple to the Lord, the God of Israel; 2Then
they came to Zerubbabel and to the heads of families, and said to them, Let
us take part in the building with you; for we are servants of your God, even
as you are; andwe have beenmaking offerings to him from the days of Esar-
haddon, king of Assyria, who put us here. 3But Zerubbabel and Jeshua and
the rest of the heads of families in Israel said to them, You have no part with
us in the building of a house for our God; we ourselves will do the work
together for the Lord, the God of Israel, as Cyrus, king of Persia, has given us
orders. 4Then the people of the land made the hands of the people of Judah
feeble, troubling them with fear in their building; 5And they gave payment
to men who made designs against them and kept them from effecting their
purpose, all through the timeofCyrus, kingofPersia, till Dariusbecameking.
6And in the timeofAhasuerus,whenhefirst becameking, theyput on record
a statement against the people of Judah and Jerusalem. 7And in the time of
Artaxerxes, Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, and the rest of his friends, sent a
letter to Artaxerxes, king of Persia, writing it in the Aramaean writing and
language. 8 Rehum, the chief ruler, and Shimshai the scribe, sent a letter
against Jerusalem, to Artaxerxes the king; 9 The letter was sent by Rehum,
the chief ruler, and Shimshai the scribe and their friends; the Dinaites
and the Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites, the Apharsites, the Archevites, the
Babylonians, the Shushanchites, the Dehaites, the Elamites, 10 And the rest
of the nations which the great and noble Osnappar took over and put in
Samaria and the rest of the country over the river: 11 This is a copy of the
letter which they sent to Artaxerxes the king: Your servants living across
the river send these words: 12We give news to the king that the Jews who
came fromyouhave come to us at Jerusalem; they are building up again that
uncontrolled and evil town; the walls are complete and they are joining up
the bases. 13 The king may be certain that when the building of this town
and its walls is complete, theywill give no tax or payment in goods or forced
payments, and in the end itwill be a causeof loss to thekings. 14Nowbecause
we are responsible to the king, and it is not right for us to see the king's
honour damaged, we have sent to give the king word of these things, 15 So
that searchmay bemade in the book of the records of your fathers: and you
will see in thebookof the records that this townhasbeenuncontrolled, anda
causeof trouble tokingsandcountries, and that therewereoutburstsagainst
authority there in thepast: forwhichreason the townwasmadewaste. 16We
giveyouword, that if thebuildingof this townand itswalls ismadecomplete,
there will be an end of your power in the country across the river. 17 Then
the king sent an answer to Rehum, the chief ruler, and Shimshai the scribe,
and their friends living in Samaria, and to the rest of those across the river,
saying, Peace to you: 18And now the sense of the letter which you sent to us
has beenmade clear tome, 19And I gave orders for a search to bemade, and
it is certain that in the past this town has made trouble for kings, and that
outbursts against authority have taken place there. 20 Further, there have
been great kings in Jerusalem, ruling over all the country across the river, to
whom they gave taxes and payments in goods and forced payments. 21Give
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an order now, that these men are to do nothing more, and that the building
of the town is to be stopped, till I give an order. 22Be certain to do this with
all care: do not let trouble be increased to the king's damage. 23 Then, after
reading the king's letter, Rehum and Shimshai the scribe and their friends
went quickly to Jerusalem, to the Jews, and had them stopped by force. 24 So
thework of the house of God at Jerusalem came to an end; so it was stopped,
till the second year of the rule of Darius, king of Persia.

5
1Now the prophetsHaggai and Zechariah, the son of Iddo, were preaching

to the Jews in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel. 2 Then
Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, got up and
made a start at building the house of God at Jerusalem: and the prophets
of God were with them, helping them. 3At the same time, Tattenai, ruler of
the land across the river, and Shethar-bozenai, and their men, came to them
and said, Who gave you orders to go on building this house and this wall?
4 Then they said these words to them: What are the names of the men who
are at work on this building? 5But the eye of their God was on the chiefs of
the Jews, and they did not make them give up working till the question had
been put before Darius and an answer had come by letter about it. 6 This is
a copy of the letter which Tattenai, the ruler of the land across the river, and
Shethar-bozenai and his friends the Apharsachites, living across the river,
sent to Darius the king: 7They sent him a letter saying, To Darius the king, all
peace: 8This is to give the king word that we went into the land of Judah, to
the house of the great God, which is made of great stones, and has its walls
supported with wood, and the work is going on with industry, and they are
doing it well. 9Thenwe said to themen responsible, who gave you authority
for the building of this house and these walls? 10And we made request for
their names, so that wemight send youword, and give you the names of the
men at the head of them. 11 And they made answer to us, saying, We are
the servants of the God of heaven and earth, and we are building the house
which was put up in times long past and was designed and made complete
by a great king of Israel. 12But when the God of heavenwasmoved to wrath
by our fathers, he gave them up into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, king of
Babylon, the Chaldaean, who sent destruction on this house and took the
people away into Babylon. 13But in the first year of Cyrus, king of Babylon,
Cyrus the king gave an order for the building of this house of God; 14 And
the gold and silver vessels of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took
from theTemplewhichwas in Jerusalem, andput into thehouse of his god in
Babylon, these Cyrus the king took from the house of his god in Babylon, and
gave to one named Sheshbazzar, whom he hadmade ruler; 15And he said to
him, Go, take these vessels, and put them in the Temple in Jerusalem, and let
the house of God be put up again in its place. 16Then this same Sheshbazzar
came and put the house of God in Jerusalem on its bases: and from that time
till now the building has been going on, but it is still not complete. 17So now,
if it seems good to the king, let search be made in the king's store-house at
Babylon, to see if it is true that an order was given by Cyrus the king for the
building of this house of God at Jerusalem, and let the king send us word of
his pleasure in connection with this business.

6
1Then Darius the king gave an order and a search was made in the house
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of the records, where the things of value were stored up in Babylon. 2And
at Achmetha, in the great house of the king in the land of Media, they came
across a roll, in which this statement was put on record: 3 In the first year
of Cyrus the king, Cyrus the king made an order: In connection with the
house of God at Jerusalem, let the house be put up, the place where they
make offerings, and let the earth for the bases be put in place; let it be sixty
cubits high and sixty cubits wide; 4With three lines of great stones and one
line of new wood supports; and let the necessary money be given out of the
king's store-house; 5 And let the gold and silver vessels from the house of
God, which Nebuchadnezzar took from the Temple at Jerusalem to Babylon,
be given back and taken again to the Temple at Jerusalem, every one in its
place, and put them in the house of God. 6So now, Tattenai, ruler of the land
across the river, and Shethar-bozenai and your people the Apharsachites
across the river, keep far from that place: 7 Let the work of this house of
God go on; let the ruler of the Jews and their responsible men put up this
house of God in its place. 8 Further, I give orders as to what you are to do
for the responsible men of the Jews in connection with the building of this
house of God: that from the king's wealth, that is, from the taxes got together
in the land over the river, the money needed is to be given to these men
readily, so that their work may not be stopped. 9 And whatever they have
need of, young oxen and sheep and lambs, for burned offerings to the God
of heaven, grain, salt, wine, and oil, whatever the priests in Jerusalem say
is necessary, is to be given to them day by day regularly: 10 So that they may
makeofferings of a sweet smell to theGodof heaven,with prayers for the life
of the king and of his sons. 11And I have given orders that if anyone makes
any change in this word, one of the supports is to be pulled out of his house,
and he is to be lifted up and fixed to it; and his house is to be made waste
for this; 12 And may the God who has made it a resting-place for his name
send destruction on all kings and peoples whose hands are outstretched to
make any change in this or to do damage to this house of God at Jerusalem.
I, Darius, have given this order, let it be done with all care. 13Then Tattenai,
the ruler across the river, and Shethar-bozenai and their people, because of
the order given by King Darius, did as he had said with all care. 14And the
responsiblemenof the Jewswentonwith theirbuilding, anddidwell, helped
by the teaching of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah, the son of Iddo. They
went on building till it was complete, in keeping with the word of the God
of Israel, and the orders given by Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes, king
of Persia. 15 And the building of this house was complete on the third day
of the month Adar, in the sixth year of the rule of Darius the king. 16 And
the children of Israel, the priests and the Levites, and the rest of those who
had come back, kept the feast of the opening of this house of God with joy.
17And they gave as offerings at the opening of this house of God a hundred
oxen, two hundred sheep, four hundred lambs; and for a sin-offering for
all Israel, twelve he-goats, being the number of the tribes of Israel. 18 And
they put the priests in their divisions and the Levites in their order, for the
worship of God at Jerusalem; as it is recorded in the book of Moses. 19And
the childrenof Israelwhohadcomebackkept thePassoveron the fourteenth
dayof thefirstmonth. 20For thepriests and theLeviteshadmade themselves
clean together; they were all clean: and they put the Passover lamb to death
for all those who had come back, and for their brothers the priests and for
themselves. 21And the children of Israel, who had come back, and all those
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who were joined to them, after separating themselves from the evil ways of
the people of the land to become the servants of the Lord, the God of Israel,
took food together, 22And kept the feast of unleavened bread for seven days
with joy: for the Lord had made them full of joy, by turning the heart of the
king of Assyria to them to give themhelp in thework of the house of God, the
God of Israel.

7
1Nowafter these things, whenArtaxerxeswas king of Persia, Ezra, the son

of Seraiah, the sonofAzariah, the sonofHilkiah, 2Thesonof Shallum, the son
of Zadok, the son of Ahitub, 3The son of Amariah, the son of Azariah, the son
of Meraioth, 4 The son of Zerahiah, the son of Uzzi, the son of Bukki, 5 The
son of Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the
chief priest: 6 This Ezra went up from Babylon; and he was a scribe, expert
in the law of Moses which the Lord, the God of Israel, had given: and the
king, moved by the Lord his God, gave him whatever he made request for.
7 And some of the children of Israel went up, with some of the priests and
the Levites and the music-makers and the door-keepers and the Nethinim,
to Jerusalem, in the seventh year of Artaxerxes the king. 8 And he came to
Jerusalem in the fifth month, in the seventh year of the king's rule. 9 For,
starting his journey fromBabylon on the first day of the firstmonth, he came
to Jerusalem on the first day of the fifth month, by the good help of his God.
10 For Ezra had given his mind to learning the law of the Lord and doing it,
and to teaching his rules and decisions in Israel. 11Now this is a copy of the
letter which King Artaxerxes gave to Ezra, the priest and the scribe, who put
into writing the words of the orders of the Lord, and of his rules for Israel:
12 Artaxerxes, king of kings, to Ezra the priest, scribe of the law of the God
of heaven, all peace; 13And now it is my order that all those of the people of
Israel, and their priests and Levites inmy kingdom, who are ready and have
a desire to go to Jerusalem, are to gowith you. 14Because you are sent by the
king and his seven wise men, to get knowledge about Judah and Jerusalem,
as you are ordered by the law of your God which is in your hand; 15 And
to take with you the silver and gold freely offered by the king and his wise
men to the God of Israel, whose Temple is in Jerusalem, 16As well as all the
silver and gold which you get from the land of Babylon, together with the
offering of the people and of the priests, freely given for the house of their
God, which is in Jerusalem: 17 So with this money get with care oxen, sheep,
and lambs, with their meal offerings and their drink offerings, to be offered
on the altar of the house of yourGod,which is in Jerusalem. 18Andwhatever
seems right to you and to your brothers to do with the rest of the silver and
gold, that do, as may be pleasing to your God. 19And the vessels which have
been given to you for the uses of the house of your God, you are to give to the
Godof Jerusalem. 20Andwhatevermore is needed for thehouse of yourGod,
and which you may have to give, take it from the king's store-house. 21And
I, even I, Artaxerxes the king, now give orders to all keepers of the king's
money across the river, that whatever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law
of the God of heaven, may have need of from you, is to be donewith all care,
22Up to a hundred talents of silver, a hundredmeasures of grain, a hundred
measures ofwine, and a hundredmeasures of oil, and salt withoutmeasure.
23Whatever is ordered by the God of heaven, let it be done completely for
the house of the God of heaven; so that there may not be wrath against the
kingdom of the king and his sons. 24 In addition, we make it clear to you,
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that it will be against the law to put any tax or payment in goods or forced
payment on any of the priests or Levites, the music-makers, door-keepers,
Nethinim, or any servants of this house of God. 25 And you, Ezra, by the
wisdom of your God which is in you, are to put rulers and judges to have
authority over all the people across the river who have knowledge of the
laws of your God; and you are to give teaching to himwhohas no knowledge
of them. 26And if anyonedoesnot keep the lawof yourGodand the lawof the
king, take care that punishment is given to him, by death or by driving him
from his country or by taking away his goods or by putting him in prison.
27Praise be to the Lord, the God of our fathers, who has put such a thing into
theheart of theking, tomake fair thehouseof theLordwhich is in Jerusalem;
28Andhas givenmercy tomebefore the king andhis government andbefore
all the king's great captains. And I was made strong by the hand of the Lord
my God which was onme, and I got together out of Israel chief men to go up
withme.

8
1Now these are theheads of familieswhowere listed of thosewhowent up

withme fromBabylon, whenArtaxerxeswas king. 2Of the sons of Phinehas,
Gershom; of the sons of Ithamar, Daniel; of the sons of David, Hattush; 3Of
the sons of Shecaniah; of the sons of Parosh, Zechariah; and with him were
listed a hundred and fifty males. 4Of the sons of Pahath-moab, Eliehoenai,
the son of Zerahiah; and with him two hundred males. 5 Of the sons of
Shecaniah, the son of Jahaziel; and with him three hundred males. 6And of
the sons ofAdin, Ebed, the sonof Jonathan; andwithhimfiftymales. 7Andof
the sons of Elam, Jeshaiah; the son of Athaliah; andwith him seventymales.
8And of the sons of Shephatiah, Zebadiah, the son of Michael; and with him
eighty males. 9Of the sons of Joab, Obadiah, the son of Jehiel; and with him
two hundred and eighteen males. 10 And of the sons of Shelomith, the son
of Josiphiah; and with him a hundred and sixty males. 11And of the sons of
Bebai, Zechariah, the son of Bebai; and with him twenty-eight males. 12And
of the sons of Azgad, Johanan, the son of Hakkatan; andwith him a hundred
and ten males. 13And of the sons of Adonikam, the last, whose names were
Eliphelet, Jeuel, and Shemaiah; andwith them sixtymales. 14Andof the sons
of Bigvai, Uthai and Zabbud; and with them seventy males. 15 And I made
themcome togetherby the riverflowing toAhava; andwewere there in tents
for threedays: andafter viewing thepeople and thepriests I saw thatno sons
of Levi were there. 16 Then I sent for Eliezer and Ariel and Shemaiah and
Elnathan Jarib and Elnathan and Nathan and Zechariah andMeshullam, all
responsible men; and for Joiarib and Elnathan, who were wise men. 17And
I sent them to Iddo the chief at the place Casiphia, and gave them orders
what to say to Iddo and his brothers the Nethinim at the place Casiphia, so
that they might come back to us with men to do the work of the house of
our God. 18 And by the help of our God they got for us Ish-sechel, one of
the sons of Mahli, the son of Levi, the son of Israel; and Sherebiah with his
sons and brothers, eighteen; 19AndHashabiah, andwith him Jeshaiah of the
sons of Merari, his brothers and their sons, twenty; 20And of the Nethinim,
to whom David and the captains had given the work of helping the Levites,
two hundred and twenty Nethinim, all of them specially named. 21 Then I
gave orders for a time of going without food, there by the river Ahava, so
thatwemightmake ourselves lowbefore ourGod in prayer, requesting from
him a straight way for us and for our little ones and for all our substance.
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22 For I would not, for shame, make request to the king for a band of armed
men and horsemen to give us help against those whomightmake attacks on
us on the way: for we had said to the king, The hand of our God is on his
servants for good, but his power and his wrath are against all those who are
turned away from him. 23 So we went without food, requesting our God for
this: and his ear was open to our prayer. 24 So I put on one side twelve of the
chiefs of the priests, Sherebiah, Hashabiah, and ten of their brothers with
them, 25And gave to them by weight the silver and the gold and the vessels,
all the offering for the house of ourGodwhich the king andhiswisemenand
his captains and all Israel there present had given: 26Measuring into their
hands six hundred and fifty talents of silver, and silver vessels, a hundred
talents' weight, and a hundred talents of gold, 27And twenty gold basins, of
a thousand darics, and two vessels of the best bright brass, equal in value
to gold. 28 And I said to them, You are holy to the Lord and the vessels are
holy: and the silver and the gold are an offering freely given to the Lord,
the God of your fathers. 29 Take care of them and keep them, till you put
them on the scales before the chiefs of the priests and the Levites and the
chiefs of the families of Israel, in Jerusalem, in the rooms of the house of the
Lord. 30 So the priests and the Levites took the weight of silver and gold and
the vessels, to take them to Jerusalem into the house of our God. 31Then we
went away from the river of Ahava on the twelfth day of the first month, to
go to Jerusalem; and the hand of our Godwas on us, and he gave us salvation
from our haters and those who were waiting to make an attack on us by the
way. 32And we came to Jerusalem and were there for three days. 33And on
the fourth day, the silver and the gold and the vessels weremeasured out by
weight in the house of our God into the hands ofMeremoth, the son of Uriah,
the priest; and with him was Eleazar, the son of Phinehas; and with them
were Jozabad, the son of Jeshua, andNoadiah, the son of Binnui, the Levites;
34 All was handed over by number and by weight: and the weight was put
on record at that time. 35And those who had been prisoners, who had come
back from a strange land, made burned offerings to the God of Israel, twelve
oxen for all Israel, ninety-six male sheep, seventy-seven lambs, twelve he-
goats for a sin-offering: all thiswas aburnedoffering to theLord. 36And they
gave the king's orders to the king's captains and the rulers across the river,
and they gave the people and the house of God the help which was needed.

9
1Now after these things were done, the captains came tome and said, The

people of Israel and the priests and Levites have not kept themselves sepa-
rate from the people of the lands, but have taken part in the disgusting ways
of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites,
the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. 2 For they have taken their
daughters for themselves and for their sons, so that the holy seed has been
mixedwith the peoples of the lands; and in fact the captains and rulers have
been thefirst to do this evil. 3Andhearing this, with signs of grief andpulling
out the hair of my head and my chin, I took my seat on the earth deeply
troubled. 4Then everyonewhowent in fear of thewords of the God of Israel,
because of the sin of those who had come back, came together to me; and
I kept where I was, overcome with grief, till the evening offering. 5 And at
the evening offering, havingmademyself low before God, I got up, andwith
signs of grief, falling down onmy knees, with my hands stretched out to the
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Lord my God, 6 I said, O my God, shame keeps me from lifting up my face
to you, my God: for our sins are increased higher than our heads and our
evil-doing has come up to heaven. 7 From the days of our fathers till this
day we have been great sinners; and for our sins, we and our kings and our
priests have been given up into the hands of the kings of the lands, to the
sword and to prison and to loss of goods and to shame of face, as it is this
day. 8And now for a little time grace has come to us from the Lord our God,
to let a small band of us get free and to give us a nail in his holy place, so that
our God may give light to our eyes and a measure of new life in our prison
chains. 9Forwe are servants; but our God has not been turned away fromus
in our prison, but has hadmercy on us before the eyes of the kings of Persia,
to give us new strength to put up again the house of our God and to make
fair its waste places, and to give us a wall in Judah and Jerusalem. 10 And
now, O our God, what are we to say after this? for we have not kept your
laws, 11Which you gave to your servants the prophets, saying, The land into
which you are going, to take it for a heritage, is an unclean land, because
of the evil lives of the peoples of the land and their disgusting ways, which
have made the land unclean from end to end. 12 So now do not give your
daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons or do anything
for their peace orwell-being for ever; so that youmaybe strong, living on the
good of the land, and handing it on to your children for a heritage for ever.
13And after everything which has come on us because of our evil-doing and
our great sin, and seeing that the punishment which you, O God, have given
us, is less than the measure of our sins, and that you have kept from death
those of us who are here; 14 Are we again to go against your orders, taking
wives from among the people who do these disgusting things? would you
not be angrywith us till our destructionwas complete, till therewas not one
who got away safe? 15O Lord God of Israel, righteousness is yours; we are
only a small bandwhich has been kept fromdeath, as at this day: see, we are
before you in our sin; for no one may keep his place before you because of
this.

10
1Nowwhile Ezrawasmaking his prayer andhis statement ofwrongdoing,

weeping and falling down before the house of God, a very great number of
men andwomenand children out of Israel came together roundhim: for the
people were weeping bitterly. 2And Shecaniah, the son of Jehiel, one of the
sons of Elam, answering, said to Ezra, We have done evil against our God,
and have taken as our wives strange women of the peoples of the land: but
still there is hope for Israel in this question. 3Let us nowmake an agreement
with our God to put away all thewives and all their children, if it seems right
to my lord and to those who go in fear of the words of our God; and let it be
done in keeping with the law. 4 Up, now! for this is your business, and we
are with you; take heart and do it. 5 Then Ezra got up, and made the chiefs
of the priests and the Levites and all Israel take an oath that they would do
this. So they took an oath. 6 Then Ezra got up from before the house of God
andwent into the roomof Jehohanan, the son of Eliashib; butwhen he came
there, he took no food or drink, for hewas sorrowing for the sin of thosewho
had come back. 7And they made a public statement through all Judah and
Jerusalem, to all those who had come back, that they were to come together
to Jerusalem; 8And that if anyone did not come before three days were past,
as ordered by the rulers and the responsible men, all his goods would be
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put under the curse, and he himself would be cut off from the meeting of
the people who had come back. 9 Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin
came together to Jerusalem before three days were past; it was the ninth
month, on the twentieth day of the month; and all the people were seated
in the wide square in front of the house of God, shaking with fear because
of this business and because of the great rain. 10And Ezra the priest got to
his feet and said to them, You have done wrong and taken strange women
for your wives, so increasing the sin of Israel. 11 So now, give praise to the
Lord, the God of your fathers, and do his pleasure; and make yourselves
separate from the peoples of the land and from the strange women. 12Then
all the people, answering, said with a loud voice, As you have said, so it is
right for us to do. 13 But the number of people is great, and it is a time of
much rain; it is not possible for us to go on waiting outside, and this is not a
thingwhichmay be done in one day or even two: for our sin in this business
is great. 14 So now let our rulers be representatives for all the people, and
let all those in our towns who are married to strange women come at fixed
times, and with them the responsible men and the judges of every town, till
the burning wrath of our God is turned away from us, and this has been
done. 15Only Jonathan, the son of Asahel, and Jahzeiah, the son of Tikvah,
were against this, Meshullam and Shabbethai the Levite supporting them.
16 So those who had come back did so. And Ezra the priest, with certain
heads of families, by their fathers' families, all of them by their names, were
marked out; and on the first day of the tenthmonth they took their places to
go into the question with care. 17And they got to the end of all the men who
were married to strange women by the first day of the first month. 18 And
among the sons of the priests who were married to strange women were
these: of the sons of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak and his brothers, Maaseiah
and Eliezer and Jarib and Gedaliah. 19 And they gave their word that they
would put away their wives; and for their sin, they gave an offering of a
male sheep of the flock. 20And of the sons of Immer, Hanani and Zebadiah.
21 And of the sons of Harim, Maaseiah and Elijah and Shemaiah and Jehiel
and Uzziah. 22 And of the sons of Pashhur, Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael,
Nethanel, Jozabad, and Elasah. 23 And of the Levites, Jozabad, and Shimei,
and Kelaiah (that is Kelita), Pethahiah, Judah, and Eliezer. 24 And of the
music-makers, Eliashib; and of the door-keepers, Shallum and Telem and
Uri. 25 And of Israel, the sons of Parosh, Ramiah and Izziah and Malchijah
and Mijamin and Eleazar and Malchijah and Benaiah. 26And of the sons of
Elam, Mattaniah, Zechariah, and Jehiel and Abdi and Jeremoth and Elijah.
27 And of the sons of Zattu, Elioenai, Eliashib, Mattaniah, and Jeremoth
and Zabad and Aziza. 28 And of the sons of Bebai, Jehohanan, Hananiah,
Zabbai, Athlai. 29And of the sons of Bani, Meshullam, Malluch, and Adaiah,
Jashub and Sheal, Jeremoth. 30 And of the sons of Pahath-moab, Adna and
Chelal, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezalel and Binnui and Manasseh.
31And of the sons ofHarim, Eliezer, Isshijah,Malchijah, Shemaiah, Shimeon,
32 Benjamin, Malluch, Shemariah. 33 Of the sons of Hashum, Mattenai,
Mattattah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, Manasseh, Shimei. 34 Of the sons of
Bani, Maadai, Amram, and Uel, 35 Benaiah, Bedeiah, Cheluhi, 36 Vaniah,
Meremoth, Eliashib, 37 Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaasu, 38 And Bani and
Binnui, Shimei; 39And Shelemiah and Nathan and Adaiah, 40Machnadebai,
Shashai, Sharai, 41Azarel and Shelemiah, Shemariah, 42 Shallum, Amariah,
Joseph. 43Of the sons ofNebo, Jeiel,Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Iddo, and Joel,
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Benaiah. 44All these had taken strange wives; and some of them had wives
by whom they had offspring.
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The Book of
Nehemiah

1The history of Nehemiah, the son of Hacaliah. Now it came about, in the
monthChislev, in the twentieth year,when Iwas in Shushan, the king's town,
2ThatHanani, oneofmybrothers, camewith certainmen fromJudah; and in
answer to my request for news of the Jews who had been prisoners and had
got away, and of Jerusalem, 3 They said to me, The small band of Jews now
living there in the land are in great trouble and shame: thewall of Jerusalem
has been broken down, and its doorways burned with fire. 4 Then, after
hearing thesewords, for some days I gavemyself up toweeping and sorrow,
seated on the earth; and taking no food I made prayer to the God of heaven,
5 And said, O Lord, the God of heaven, the great God, greatly to be feared,
keeping faith andmercywith thosewhohave love for himandare true to his
laws: 6Let your ear now take note and let your eyes be open, so that youmay
give ear to the prayer of your servant, which I make before you at this time,
day andnight, for the childrenof Israel, your servants,while I put before you
the sins of the children of Israel, which we have done against you: truly, I
andmy father's people are sinners. 7Wehave done greatwrong against you,
and have not kept the orders, the rules, and the decisions, which you gave to
your servantMoses. 8Keep inmind, O Lord, the order you gave your servant
Moses, saying, If youdowrong Iwill sendyouwanderingamong thepeoples:
9But if you come back to me and keep my orders and do them, even if those
of you who have been forced out are living in the farthest parts of heaven, I
will get them from there, and take them back to the place marked out byme
for the resting-place of my name. 10Now these are your servants and your
people, whomyou havemade yours by your great power and by your strong
hand. 11O Lord, let your ear take note of the prayer of your servant, and of
the prayers of your servants, who take delight in worshipping your name:
give help, O Lord, to your servant this day, and let him have mercy in the
eyes of this man. (Now I was the king's wine-servant.)

2
1And it cameabout in themonthNisan, in the twentiethyearofArtaxerxes

the king, when wine was before him, that I took up the wine and gave it to
the king. Now I had never before been sadwhen the kingwas present. 2And
the king said to me, Why is your face sad, seeing that you are not ill? this is
nothing but sorrow of heart. Then I was full of fear; 3And said to the king,
May the king be living for ever: is it not natural for my face to be sad, when
the town, the placewhere the bodies ofmy fathers are at rest, has beenmade
waste and its doorways burned with fire? 4 Then the king said to me, What
is your desire? So I made prayer to the God of heaven. 5 And I said to the
king, If it is the king's pleasure, and if your servant has your approval, send
me to Judah, to the town where the bodies of my fathers are at rest, so that
I may take in hand the building of it. 6 And the king said to me (the queen
being seatedbyhis side), How longwill your journey take, andwhenwill you
come back? So the king was pleased to sendme, and I gave him a fixed time.
7Further, I said to the king, If it is the king's pleasure, let letters be given tome
for the rulers across the river, so that they may let me go through till I come
to Judah; 8And a letter to Asaph, the keeper of the king's park, so that hemay
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give me wood to make boards for the doors of the tower of the house, and
for the wall of the town, and for the house which is to bemine. And the king
gave me this, for the hand of my God was onme. 9Then I came to the rulers
of the lands across the river and gave them the king's letters. Now the king
had sent with me captains of the army and horsemen. 10And Sanballat the
Horonite and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, hearing of it, were greatly
troubled because a man had come to the help of the children of Israel. 11 So
I came to Jerusalem and was there three days. 12 And in the night I got up,
taking with me a small band of men; I said nothing to any man of what God
hadput intomyheart to do for Jerusalem: and I hadnobeastwithmebut the
oneonwhich Iwas seated. 13And Iwentoutbynight, through thedoorwayof
the valley, andpast the dragon'swater-spring as far as the placewherewaste
material was put, viewing the walls of Jerusalemwhich were broken down,
and the doorways which had been burnedwith fire. 14Then I went on to the
door of the fountain and to the king's pool: but there was no room for my
beast to get through. 15 Then in the night, I went up by the stream, viewing
the wall; then turning back, I went in by the door in the valley, and so came
back. 16And the chiefs had no knowledge of where I had been or what I was
doing; and I had not then said anything to the Jews or to the priests or the
great ones or the chiefs or the rest of thosewhowere doing thework. 17Then
I said to them, You see what a bad condition we are in; how Jerusalem is a
waste, and its doorways burned with fire: come, let us get to work, building
up thewall of Jerusalem, so thatwemay no longer be put to shame. 18Then I
gave themanaccountofhowthehandofmyGodwasonme, helpingme; and
of the king'swordswhichhehad said tome. And they said, Let us get towork
on the building. So they made their hands strong for the good work. 19 But
Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem
the Arabian, hearing of it, made sport of us, laughing at us and saying, What
are you doing? will you go against the king? 20Then answering them I said,
TheGod of heaven, hewill be our help; sowehis servantswill go onwith our
building: but you have no part or right or any name in Jerusalem.

3
1 Then Eliashib, the chief priest, got up with his brothers the priests, and

took in hand the building of the sheep doorway; theymade it holy and put its
doors in position; as far as the tower of Hammeah theymade it holy, even to
the towerofHananel. 2Andbyhis side themenof Jerichowerebuilding. And
after them, Zaccur, the sonof Imri. 3The sonsofHassenaahwere thebuilders
of the fish doorway; they put its boards in place and put up its doors, with
their locks and rods. 4 By their side Meremoth, the son of Uriah, the son of
Hakkoz, wasmaking good the walls. ThenMeshullam, the son of Berechiah,
the son of Meshezabel; and by him, Zadok, the son of Baana. 5Near them,
the Tekoites were at work; but their chiefs did not put their necks to the
work of their Lord. 6 Joiada, the son of Paseah, and Meshullam, the son of
Besodeiah, made good the old doorway; they put its boards in place and put
up its doors, with their locks and rods. 7By their sidewereworkingMelatiah
the Gibeonite and Jadon the Meronothite, the men of Gibeon and of Mizpah
from the seat of the ruler across the river. 8Near them was working Uzziel,
the son of Harhaiah, the gold-worker. And by him was Hananiah, one of
the perfume-makers, building up Jerusalem as far as the wide wall. 9Near
them was working Rephaiah, the son of Hur, the ruler of half Jerusalem.
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10 By his side was Jedaiah, the son of Harumaph, opposite his house. And
by himwasHattush, the son of Hashabneiah. 11Malchijah, the son of Harim,
and Hasshub, the son of Pahath-moab, were working on another part, and
the tower of the ovens. 12 Near them was Shallum, the son of Hallohesh,
the ruler of half Jerusalem, with his daughters. 13Hanun and the people of
Zanoah were working on the doorway of the valley; they put it up and put
up its doors, with their locks and rods, and a thousand cubits of wall as far
as the doorway where the waste material was placed. 14AndMalchijah, the
son of Rechab, the ruler of the division of Beth-haccherem, made good the
doorwayof thewaste, building it up andputting up its doors,with their locks
and rods. 15 And Shallun, the son of Col-hozeh, the ruler of the division of
Mizpah,made good the doorway of the fountain, building it up and covering
it and putting up its doors, with their locks and rods, with thewall of the pool
of Shelah by the king's garden, as far as the steps which go down from the
town of David. 16By his sidewasworking Nehemiah, the son of Azbuk, ruler
of half the division of Beth-zur, as far as the place opposite the last resting-
places of David's family, and the pool which was made and the house of the
men of war. 17 Then came the Levites, Rehum, the son of Bani. By his side
was working Hashabiah, ruler of half the division of Keilah, for his division.
18After himwere working their brothers, Bavvai, the son of Henadad, ruler
of half the division of Keilah. 19And by his side was working Ezer, the son of
Jeshua, the ruler of Mizpah, making good another part opposite the way up
to the store of arms at the turning of the wall. 20After him Baruch, the son
of Zabbai, was hard at work on another part, from the turning of the wall
to the door of the house of Eliashib, the chief priest. 21After himMeremoth,
the son of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz, was working on another part, from the
door of the house of Eliashib as far as the end of his house. 22After himwere
working the priests, the men of the lowland. 23After them came Benjamin
andHasshub, opposite their house. After themAzariah, the sonofMaaseiah,
the son of Ananiah, made good the wall by the house where he himself was
living. 24AfterhimBinnui, the sonofHenadad,wasworkingonanotherpart,
from the house of Azariah as far as the turning of the wall and the angle.
25Palal, the son of Uzai, made good thewall opposite the angle and the tower
which comes out from the higher part of the king's house, by the open space
of thewatch. After himwasPedaiah, the sonof Parosh. 26 (Now theNethinim
were living in the Ophel, as far as the place facing the water doorway to
the east, and the tower which comes out.) 27 After him the Tekoites were
making good another part, opposite the great tower which comes out, and
up to thewall of the Ophel. 28Further on, past the horse doorway, the priests
were at work, every one opposite his house. 29 After them Zadok, the son
of Immer, was working opposite his house. And after him Shemaiah, the
son of Shecaniah, the keeper of the east door. 30 After him Hananiah, the
son of Shelemiah, and Hanun, the sixth son of Zalaph, were making good
another part. After him Meshullam, the son of Berechiah, made good the
wall opposite his room. 31 After him Malchijah, one of the gold-workers to
the Nethinim and the traders, made good the wall opposite the doorway of
Hammiphkad and as far as the way up to the angle. 32And between the way
up to the angle and the sheep door, the gold-workers and the traders made
good the wall.

4
1Now, Sanballat, hearing that we were building the wall, was very angry,
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and in his wrath made sport of the Jews. 2 And in the hearing of his
countrymen and the army of Samaria he said, What are these feeble Jews
doing? will they make themselves strong? will they make offerings? will
they get the work done in a day? will theymake the stones which have been
burned come again out of the dust? 3NowTobiah the Ammonitewas by him,
and he said, Such is their building that if a fox goes up it, their stonewall will
be broken down. 4Give ear, O our God, for we are looked down on: let their
words of shame be turned back on themselves, and let them be given up to
wasting in a land where they are prisoners: 5 Let not their wrongdoing be
covered or their sin washed away from before you: for they have made you
angry before the builders. 6Sowewent on building thewall; and all thewall
was joined together half-way up: for the people were working hard. 7 But
when it came to the ears of Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabians and the
Ammonites and the Ashdodites, that the building of the walls of Jerusalem
was going forward and the broken places were beingmade good, they were
full of wrath; 8 And they made designs, all of them together, to come and
make an attack on Jerusalem, causing trouble there. 9 But we made our
prayer to God, and had men on watch against them day and night because
of them. 10And Judah said, The strength of the workmen is giving way, and
there ismuchwastematerial; it is impossible for us to put up thewall. 11And
those who were against us said, Without their knowledge and without their
seeing us, we will come among them and put them to death, causing the
work to come to a stop. 12And it came about that when the Jews who were
living near them came, they said to us ten times, From all directions they
are coming against us. 13 So in the lowest part of the space at the back of the
walls, in the openplaces, I put thepeople by families,with their swords, their
spears, and theirbows. 14Andafter looking, I gotupandsaid to thegreatones
and to the chiefs and to the rest of the people, Have no fear of them: keep in
mind the Lord who is great and greatly to be feared, and take up arms for
your brothers, your sons, and your daughters, your wives and your houses.
15 And when it came to the ears of those who were against us, that we had
knowledge of their designs and that God had made their purpose come to
nothing, we all went back to the wall, everyone to his work 16And from that
time, half ofmy servantswere doing their part of thework, and half kept the
spears and body-covers and the bows and the metal war-dresses; and the
chiefs were at the back of the men of Judah. 17Those who were building the
wall and those who weremovingmaterial did their part, everyone working
withonehand,withhis spear in theother; 18Everybuilderwasworkingwith
his swordathis side. Andbymysidewasaman for sounding thehorn. 19And
I said to the great ones and the chiefs and the rest of the people, The work is
great and widely spaced and we are far away from one another on the wall:
20Wherever youmaybewhen the horn is sounded, comehere to us; ourGod
will be fighting for us. 21 So wewent on with the work: and half of them had
spears in their hands from the dawn of the morning till the stars were seen.
22 And at the same time I said to the people, Let everyone with his servant
come inside Jerusalem for the night, so that at night they may keep watch
for us, and go on working by day. 23 So not one of us, I or my brothers or my
servants or thewatchmenwhowerewithme, took offhis clothing, everyone
went armed to the water.

5
1 Then there was a great outcry from the people and their wives against
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their countrymen the Jews. 2 For there were some who said, We, our sons
and our daughters, are a great number: let us get grain, so that wemay have
food for our needs. 3And therewere somewho said,We are giving our fields
and our vine-gardens and our houses for debt: let us get grain because we
are in need. 4And there were others who said, We have given up our fields
and our vine-gardens to get money for the king's taxes. 5But our flesh is the
same as the flesh of our countrymen, and our children as their children: and
nowwearegivingoursonsanddaughters into thehandsofothers, tobe their
servants, and some of our daughters are servants evennow: andwehave no
power to put a stop to it; for othermen have our fields and our vine-gardens.
6 And on hearing their outcry and what they said I was very angry. 7 And
after turning it over inmymind, Imade a protest to the chiefs and the rulers,
and said to them, Every one of you is taking interest from his countryman.
And I got together a great meeting of protest. 8And I said to them, We have
given whatever we were able to give, to make our brothers the Jews free,
who were servants and prisoners of the nations: and would you now give
up your brothers for a price, and are they to become our property? Then
they said nothing, answering not a word. 9And I said, What you are doing
is not good: is it not the more necessary for you to go in the fear of our God,
because of the shame which the nations may put on us? 10 Even I and my
servants have been taking interest for the money and the grain we have let
them have. So now, let us give up this thing. 11Give back to them this very
day their fields, their vine-gardens, their olive-gardens, and their houses, as
well as a hundredth part of the money and the grain and the wine and the
oil which you have taken from them. 12 Then they said, We will give them
back, and take nothing for them; we will do as you say. Then I sent for the
priests and made them take an oath that they would keep this agreement.
13And shaking out the folds of my robe, I said, Somay God send out from his
house and his work every man who does not keep this agreement; even so
let him be sent out and made as nothing. And all the meeting of the people
said, So be it, and gave praise to the Lord. And the people did as they had
said. 14Now from the timewhen Iwasmade ruler of the people in the land of
Judah, from the twentieth year till the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes the
king, for twelve years, I and my servants have never taken the food which
was the right of the ruler. 15But earlier rulers whowere beforememade the
people responsible for their upkeep, and took from them bread and wine at
the rate of forty shekels of silver; and even their servantswere lords over the
people: but I did not do so, because of the fear of God. 16And I kept on with
the work of this wall, and we got no land for ourselves: and all my servants
werehelpingwith thework. 17Andmore than this, a hundred andfifty of the
Jews and the rulerswere guests atmy table, in addition to thosewho came to
us from the nations round about us. 18Now the foodmade ready for one day
was one ox and six fat sheep, as well as fowls; and once in ten days a store of
all sorts of wine: but all the same, I did not take the food to which the ruler
had a right, because the people were crushed under a hard yoke. 19Keep in
mind, Omy God, for my good, all I have done for this people.

6
1Now when word was given to Sanballat and Tobiah and to Geshem the

Arabian and to the rest of our haters, that I had done the building of thewall
and that there were nomore broken places in it (though even then I had not
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put up the doors in the doorways); 2Sanballat andGeshem sent tome saying,
Come, let us have a meeting in one of the little towns in the lowland of Ono.
But their purpose was to do me evil. 3And I sent men to them saying, I am
doing a great work, so that it is not possible for me to come down: is the
work to be stopped while I go away from it and come down to you? 4 And
four times they sent to me in this way, and I sent them the same answer.
5Then Sanballat sent his servant to me a fifth time with an open letter in his
hand; 6And in it thesewordswere recorded: It is saidamong thenations, and
Geshem says so, that you and the Jews are hoping to make yourselves free
from the king's authority; and that this is why you are building thewall: and
they say that it is your purpose to be their king; 7And that you have prophets
preaching about you in Jerusalem, and saying, There is a king in Judah: now
an account of these things will be sent to the king. So come now, and let us
have a discussion. 8Then I sent to him, saying, No such things as you say are
being done, they are only a fiction you have made up yourself. 9 For they
were hoping to put fear in us, saying, Their hands will become feeble and
give up thework so that itmaynot get done. But now, OGod,makemyhands
strong. 10And Iwent to the house of Shemaiah, the son of Delaiah, the son of
Mehetabel, whowas shut up; and he said, Let us have ameeting in the house
of God, inside the Temple, and let the doors be shut: for theywill come to put
you to death; truly, in the night they will come to put you to death. 11And I
said, Am I the sort ofman to go in flight? whatman, inmy position, would go
into the Temple to keep himself safe? I will not go in. 12Then it became clear
tome that God had not sent him: he had given thisword of a prophet against
me himself: and Tobiah and Sanballat had given himmoney to do so. 13For
this reason they had given himmoney, in order that I might be overcome by
fear anddowhat he said anddowrong, and so theywouldhave reason to say
evil about me and put shame onme. 14Keep in mind, Omy God, Tobiah and
Sanballat andwhat they did, and Noadiah, the woman prophet, and the rest
of the prophets whose purpose was to put fear into me. 15 So the wall was
complete on the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-two days. 16And
when our haters had news of this, all the nations round about us were full
of fear and were greatly shamed, for they saw that this work had been done
by our God. 17And further, in those days the chiefs of Judah sent a number
of letters to Tobiah, and his letters came to them. 18 For in Judah there were
a number of people who hadmade an agreement by oathwith him, because
he was the son-in-law of Shecaniah, the son of Arah; and his son Jehohanan
had takenashiswife thedaughterofMeshullam, the sonofBerechiah. 19And
they said much before me of the good he had done, and gave him accounts
of mywords. And Tobiah sent letters with the purpose of causingme fear.

7
1 Now when the building of the wall was complete and I had put up the

doors, and the door-keepers and themusic-makers and the Levites had been
given their places, 2 I made my brother Hanani, and Hananiah, the ruler
of the tower, responsible for the government of Jerusalem: for he was a
man of good faith, fearing God more than most. 3 And I said to them, Do
not let the doors of Jerusalem be open till the sun is high; and while the
watchmen are in their places, let the doors be shut and locked: and let the
people of Jerusalem be put on watch, every one in his watch, opposite his
house. 4Now the town was wide and great: but the people in it were only
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a small number, and the houses had not been put up. 5 And my God put
it into my heart to get together the rulers and the chiefs and the people so
that they might be listed by families. And I came across a record of the
names of those who came up at the first, and in it I saw these words: 6These
are the people of the divisions of the kingdom, among those who had been
made prisoners byNebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, and taken away by
him, who went back to Jerusalem and Judah, every one to his town; 7Who
came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani,
Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, Baanah. The number of the
men of the people of Israel: 8 The children of Parosh, two thousand, one
hundred and seventy-two. 9The children of Shephatiah, three hundred and
seventy-two. 10 The children of Arah, six hundred and fifty-two. 11 The
children of Pahath-moab, of the children of Jeshua and Joab, two thousand,
eight hundred and eighteen. 12 The children of Elam, a thousand, two
hundred and fifty-four. 13 The children of Zattu, eight hundred and forty-
five. 14 The children of Zaccai, seven hundred and sixty. 15 The children of
Binnui, six hundred and forty-eight. 16 The children of Bebai, six hundred
and twenty-eight. 17 The children of Azgad, two thousand, three hundred
and twenty-two. 18The children of Adonikam, six hundred and sixty-seven.
19 The children of Bigvai, two thousand and sixty-seven. 20 The children of
Adin, six hundred and fifty-five. 21The children of Ater, of Hezekiah, ninety-
eight. 22 The children of Hashum, three hundred and twenty-eight. 23 The
children of Bezai, three hundred and twenty-four. 24The children of Hariph,
a hundred and twelve. 25 The children of Gibeon, ninety-five. 26 The men
of Beth-lehem and Netophah, a hundred and eighty-eight. 27 The men of
Anathoth, a hundred and twenty-eight. 28Themen of Beth-azmaveth, forty-
two. 29 The men of Kiriath-jearim, Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hundred
and forty-three. 30 The men of Ramah and Geba, six hundred and twenty-
one. 31Themen ofMichmas, a hundred and twenty-two. 32Themen of Beth-
el and Ai, a hundred and twenty-three. 33 The men of the other Nebo, fifty-
two. 34 The children of the other Elam, a thousand, two hundred and fifty-
four. 35The children of Harim, three hundred and twenty. 36The children of
Jericho, threehundredand forty-five. 37ThechildrenofLod,Hadid, andOno,
seven hundred and twenty-one. 38 The children of Senaah, three thousand,
nine hundred and thirty. 39The priests: the children of Jedaiah, of the family
of Jeshua, nine hundred and seventy-three. 40 The children of Immer, a
thousand andfifty-two. 41The children of Pashhur, a thousand, twohundred
and forty-seven. 42The children of Harim, a thousand and seventeen. 43The
Levites: the children of Jeshua, of Kadmiel, of the children of Hodevah,
seventy-four. 44 The music-makers: the children of Asaph, a hundred and
forty-eight. 45 The door-keepers: the children of Shallum, the children of
Ater, the children of Talmon, the children of Akkub, the children of Hatita,
the children of Shobai, a hundred and thirty-eight. 46 The Nethinim: the
children of Ziha, the children of Hasupha, the children of Tabbaoth, 47 The
children of Keros, the children of Sia, the children of Padon, 48The children
of Lebana, the children of Hagaba, the children of Salmai, 49 The children
of Hanan, the children of Giddel, the children of Gahar, 50 The children of
Reaiah, the children of Rezin, the children of Nekoda, 51 The children of
Gazzam, the childrenofUzza, the childrenofPaseah, 52ThechildrenofBesai,
the children of Meunim, the children of Nephushesim, 53 The children of
Bakbuk, the children of Hakupha, the children of Harhur, 54 The children
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of Bazlith, the children of Mehida, the children of Harsha, 55 The children
of Barkos, the children of Sisera, the children of Temah, 56 The children of
Neziah, the children of Hatipha. 57 The children of Solomon's servants: the
children of Sotai, the children of Sophereth, the children of Perida, 58 The
children of Jaala, the children of Darkon, the children of Giddel, 59 The
children of Shephatiah, the children of Hattil, the children of Pochereth-
hazzebaim, the children of Amon. 60 All the Nethinim and the children of
Solomon's servants were three hundred and ninety-two. 61 All these were
the people who went up from Tel-melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub, Addon, and
Immer; but because they had no knowledge of their fathers' families or
offspring, itwasnot certain if theywere Israelites: 62The childrenofDelaiah,
the children of Tobiah, the children of Nekoda, six hundred and forty-two.
63 And of the priests: the children of Hobaiah, the children of Hakkoz, the
children of Barzillai, who was married to one of the daughters of Barzillai
the Gileadite, and took their name. 64 They made search for their record
among the lists of families, but their names were nowhere to be seen, so
they were looked on as unclean and no longer priests. 65And the Tirshatha
said that they were not to have the most holy things for their food, till a
priest came to give decision by the Urim and Thummim. 66 The number of
all the people together was forty-two thousand, three hundred and sixty;
67As well as their men-servants and their women-servants, of whom there
were seven thousand, three hundred and thirty-seven; and they had two
hundred and forty-five men and women to make music. 68 They had seven
hundred and thirty-six horses, two hundred and forty-five transport beasts;
69 Four hundred and thirty-five camels, six thousand, seven hundred and
twenty asses. 70And some of the heads of families gavemoney for the work.
The Tirshatha gave into the store a thousand darics of gold, fifty basins, five
hundred and thirty priests' robes. 71And some of the heads of families gave
into the store for thework twenty thousanddarics of gold, and two thousand,
two hundred pounds of silver. 72And that which the rest of the people gave
was twenty thousand darics of gold, and two thousand pounds of silver, and
sixty-seven priests' robes. 73 So the priests and the Levites and the door-
keepers and themusic-makers and someof thepeople and theNethinim, and
all Israel, were living in their towns.

8
1And when the seventh month came, the children of Israel were in their

towns. And all the people came together like oneman into the wide place in
front of the water-doorway; and they made a request to Ezra the scribe that
he would put before them the book of the law of Moses which the Lord had
given to Israel. 2 And Ezra the priest put the law before the meeting of the
people, before themen andwomen and all those whowere able to take it in,
on the first day of the seventh month. 3He was reading it in the wide place
in front of the water-doorway, from early morning till themiddle of the day,
in the hearing of all those men and women whose minds were able to take
it in; and the ears of all the people were open to the book of the law. 4And
Ezra the scribe took his place on a tower of wood which they had made for
the purpose; and by his side were placedMattithiah and Shema and Anaiah
and Uriah and Hilkiah and Maaseiah on the right; and on the left, Pedaiah
andMishael andMalchijah andHashumandHashbaddanah, Zechariah and
Meshullam. 5 And Ezra took the book, opening it before the eyes of all the
people (for he was higher than the people); and when it was open, all the
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people got to their feet: 6AndEzra gavepraise to theLord, the greatGod. And
all the people in answer said, So be it, so be it; lifting up their hands; andwith
bent heads they gave worship to the Lord, going down on their faces to the
earth. 7And Jeshua and Bani and Sherebiah and Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai,
Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites
made the law clear to the people: and the people kept in their places. 8And
theygaveout thewordsof thebook the lawofGod, clearly, andgave the sense
of it, so that their minds were able to take it in. 9 And Nehemiah, who was
the Tirshatha, and Ezra, the priest and scribe, and the Levites who were the
teachers of the people, said to all the people, This day is holy to the Lord your
God; let there be no sorrow or weeping; for all the people were weeping on
hearing thewords of the law. 10Thenhe said to them, Go awaynow, and take
the fat for your food and the sweet for your drink, and send some to him for
whomnothing ismade ready: for this day isholy toourLord: and let therebe
no grief in your hearts; for the joy of the Lord is your strong place. 11 So the
Levites made all the people quiet, saying, Be quiet, for the day is holy; and
do not give way to grief. 12 And all the people went away to take food and
drink, and to send food to others, and to be glad, because the words which
were said to them had been made clear. 13And on the second day the heads
of families of all the people and the priests and the Levites came together to
Ezra the scribe, to give attention to the words of the law. 14 And they saw
that it was recorded in the law that the Lord had given orders byMoses, that
the children of Israel were to have tents for their living-places in the feast
of the seventh month: 15And that they were to give out an order, and make
it public in all their towns and in Jerusalem, saying, Go out to the mountain
and get olive branches and branches of field olives and of myrtle, and palm
branches and branches of thick trees, to make tents, as it says in the book.
16And the people went out and got them and made themselves tents, every
one on the roof of his house, and in the open spaces and in the open squares
of thehouseofGod, and in thewideplaceof thewater-doorway, and thewide
place of the doorway of Ephraim. 17All the people who had been prisoners
and had come back, made tents and were living in them: for from the time
of Jeshua, the son of Nun, till that day, the children of Israel had not done so.
And therewas very great joy. 18Andday by day, from thefirst day till the last,
he was reading from the book of the law of God. And they kept the feast for
seven days: and on the eighth day there was a holy meeting, as it is ordered
in the law.

9
1Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the children of Israel came

together, taking no food and putting haircloth and dust on their bodies.
2And the seed of Israel made themselves separate from all the men of other
nations, publicly requesting forgiveness for their sins and the wrongdoing
of their fathers. 3 And for a fourth part of the day, upright in their places,
they were reading from the book of the law of their God; and for a fourth
part of the day they were requesting forgiveness and worshipping the Lord
their God. 4 Then Jeshua, and Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah,
Bani, and Chenani took their places on the steps of the Levites, crying in a
loud voice to the Lord their God. 5 Then the Levites, Jeshua, and Kadmiel,
Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah said, Get
up and give praise to the Lord your God for ever and ever. Praise be to your
great namewhich is lifted up high over all blessing and praise. 6You are the
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Lord, even you only; you have made heaven, the heaven of heavens with
all their armies, the earth and all things in it, the seas and everything in
them; and you keep them from destruction: and the armies of heaven are
your worshippers. 7 You are the Lord, the God, who took Abram and made
him yours, guiding him from Ur of the Chaldees, and gave him the name of
Abraham; 8You saw that his heart was true to you, and made an agreement
with him to give the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite and the
Perizzite and the Jebusite and the Girgashite, even to give it to his seed, and
you have done what you said; for righteousness is yours: 9And you saw the
trouble of our fathers in Egypt, and their cry came to your ears by the Red
Sea; 10And you did signs and wonders on Pharaoh and all his servants and
all the people of his land; for you saw how cruel they were to them. So you
got yourself a name as it is today. 11By you the sea was parted before them,
so that they went through the sea on dry land; and those who went after
them went down into the deep, like a stone into great waters. 12 And you
went before them by day in a pillar of cloud, and in a pillar of fire by night,
to give them light on the way they were to go. 13 And you came down on
Mount Sinai, and your voice came to them from heaven, giving them right
decisions and true laws, good rules and orders: 14And you gave them word
of your holy Sabbath, and gave themorders and rules and a law, by the hand
of Moses your servant: 15And you gave them bread from heavenwhen they
were in need, andmadewater come out of the rock for their drink, and gave
them orders to go in and take for their heritage the land which your hand
had been lifted up to give them. 16 But they and our fathers, in their pride,
made their necks stiff, and gave no attention to your orders, 17 And would
not do them, and gaveno thought to thewonders youhaddone among them;
but made their necks stiff, and turning away from you, made a captain over
themselves to take them back to their prison in Egypt: but you are a God of
forgiveness, full of grace and pity, slow to wrath and great in mercy, and
you did not give them up. 18 Even when they had made for themselves an
ox of metal, and said, This is your God who took you up out of Egypt, and
had done somuch tomake you angry; 19Even then, in your greatmercy, you
did not give them up in the waste land: the pillar of cloud still went before
them by day, guiding them on their way, and the pillar of fire by night, to
give them light, and make clear the way they were to go. 20 And you gave
your good spirit to be their teacher, and did not keep back yourmanna from
their mouths, and gave them water when they had need of it. 21 Truly, for
forty years you were their support in the waste land, and they were in need
of nothing; their clothing did not get old or their feet become tired. 22 And
you gave them kingdoms and peoples, making distribution to them in every
part of the land: so they took for their heritage the land of Sihon, even the
land of the king of Heshbon, and the land of Og, king of Bashan. 23And you
made their childrenas great innumber as the stars of heaven, and took them
into the land, of which you had said to their fathers that they were to go in
and take it for themselves. 24 So the children went in and took the land, and
you overcame before them the people of the land, the Canaanites, and gave
them up into their hands, with their kings and the people of the land, so that
they might do with them whatever it was their pleasure to do. 25 And they
took walled towns and a fat land, and became the owners of houses full of
all good things, water-holes cut in the rock, vine-gardens and olive-gardens
and a wealth of fruit-trees: so they had food enough and became fat, and
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had joy in the good you gave them. 26But they were hard-hearted, and went
against your authority, turning their backs on your law, and putting to death
your prophets, who gave witness against them with the purpose of turning
them back again to you, and they did much to make you angry. 27 And so
you gave them up into the hands of their haters who were cruel to them:
and in the time of their trouble, when they made their prayer to you, you
gave ear to them from heaven; and in your great mercy gave them saviours,
who made them free from the hands of their haters. 28 But when they had
rest, they did evil again before you: so you gave them into the hands of their
haters, who had rule over them: but when they came back and made their
prayer to you, you gave ear to them from heaven; again and again, in your
mercy, you gave them salvation; 29 And gave witness against them so that
you might make them come back again to your law: but their hearts were
lifted up, and they gave no attention to your orders and went against your
decisions (which, if a man keeps them, will be life to him), and turning their
backs on you, made their necks stiff and did not give ear. 30 Year after year
you put upwith them, and gavewitness against them by your spirit through
your prophets: still they did not give ear: and so you gave them up into the
hands of the peoples of the lands. 31Even then, in your great mercy, you did
not put anend to themcompletely, or give themup; for youare aGodof grace
and mercy. 32And now, our God, the great, the strong, the God who is to be
feared, who keeps faith andmercy, let not all this trouble seem small to you,
which has come on us, and on our kings and our rulers and on our priests
and our prophets and our fathers and on all your people from the time of
the kings of Assyria till this day. 33 But still, you have been in the right in
everythingwhichhascomeonus; youhavebeen true tous, butwehavedone
evil: 34And our kings, our rulers, our priests, and our fathers have not kept
your law or given attention to your orders and yourwitness, withwhich you
gave witness against them. 35 For they have not been your servants in their
kingdom, and in all the good things you gave them, and in the great and fat
land you gave them, and they have not been turned away from their evil-
doing. 36Now, today, we are servants, and as for the land which you gave to
our fathers, so that the produce of it and the goodmight be theirs, see, we are
servants in it: 37And it gives much increase to the kings whom you have put
over us because of our sins: and they have power over our bodies and over
our cattle at their pleasure, andwe are in great trouble. 38And because of all
thiswe aremaking an agreement in good faith, and putting it inwriting; and
our rulers, our Levites, and our priests are putting their names to it.

10
1 Now those who put down their names were Nehemiah the Tirshatha,

the son of Hacaliah, and Zedekiah, 2 Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, 3 Pashhur,
Amariah, Malchijah, 4 Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch, 5 Harim, Meremoth,
Obadiah, 6 Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, 7 Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin,
8Maaziah, Bilgai, Shemaiah; these were the priests. 9 And the Levites: by
name, Jeshua, the son of Azaniah, Binnui, of the sons of Henadad, Kadmiel,
10 And their brothers, Shebaniah, Hodiah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan, 11 Mica,
Rehob, Hashabiah, 12Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah, 13Hodiah, Bani, Beninu.
14The chiefs of the people: Parosh, Pahath-moab, Elam, Zattu, Bani, 15Bunni,
Azgad, Bebai, 16Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, 17Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur, 18Hodiah,
Hashum, Bezai, 19Hariph, Anathoth, Nobai, 20Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir,
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21Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua, 22 Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah, 23Hoshea, Hana-
niah,Hasshub, 24Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek, 25Rehum,Hashabnah,Maaseiah,
26 And Ahiah, Hanan, Anan, 27 Malluch, Harim, Baanah. 28 And the rest
of the people, the priests, the Levites, the door-keepers, the music-makers,
the Nethinim, and all those who had made themselves separate from the
peoples of the lands, to keep the law of God, theirwives, their sons, and their
daughters, everyone who had knowledge and wisdom; 29 They were united
with their brothers, their rulers, and put themselves under a curse and an
oath, to keep their steps in the way of God's law, which was given by Moses,
the servant of God, and to keep and do all the orders of the Lord, our Lord,
and his decisions and his rules; 30And that wewould not give our daughters
to the peoples of the lands, or take their daughters for our sons; 31And if the
peoples of the lands come to do trade in goods or food on the Sabbath day,
that we would do no trade with them on the Sabbath or on a holy day: and
that in the seventh year we would take no payment from any debtor. 32And
wemade rules for ourselves, taxing ourselves a third of a shekel every year
for the upkeep of the house of our God; 33 For the holy bread, and for the
regular meal offering and the regular burned offering on the Sabbaths and
at the newmoon and the fixed feasts, and for the sin-offerings to take away
the sin of Israel, and for all the work of the house of our God. 34And we, the
priests and the Levites and the people, made selection, by the decision of the
Lord, of those who were to take the wood offering into the house of God, by
families at the regular times, year by year, to be burned on the altar of the
Lord our God, as it is recorded in the law; 35And to take the first-fruits of our
land, and the first-fruits of every sort of tree, year by year, into the house of
the Lord; 36As well as the first of our sons and of our cattle, as it is recorded
in the law, and the first lambs of our herds and of our flocks, which are to be
taken to the house of our God, to the priests who are servants in the house of
our God: 37And thatwewould take the first of our roughmeal, and our lifted
offerings, and the fruit of every sort of tree, andwineandoil, to thepriests, to
the roomsof thehouse of ourGod; and the tenth of the produce of our land to
the Levites; for they, the Levites, take a tenth in all the towns of our ploughed
land. 38And the priest, the son of Aaron, is to be with the Levites, when the
Levites take the tenths: and the Levites are to take a tenth of the tenths into
thehouse of ourGod, to the rooms, into the store-house; 39For the childrenof
Israel and the children of Levi are to take the lifted offering of the grain and
wine and oil into the roomswhere the vessels of the holy place are, together
with the priests and the door-keepers and the makers of music: and we will
not give up caring for the house of our God.

11
1 And the rulers of the people were living in Jerusalem: the rest of the

people made selection, by the decision of chance, of one out of every ten to
be living in Jerusalem, the holy town; the other nine to go to the other towns.
2And the people gave a blessing to all the men who were freely offering to
take up their places in Jerusalem. 3Now these are the chiefs of the divisions
of the country who were living in Jerusalem: but in the towns of Judah
everyone was living on his heritage in the towns, that is, Israel, the priests,
the Levites, the Nethinim, and the children of Solomon's servants. 4And in
Jerusalemtherewere living certainof the childrenof JudahandofBenjamin.
Of the childrenof Judah: Athaiah, the sonofUzziah, the sonof Zechariah, the
son of Amariah, the son of Shephatiah, the son of Mahalalel, of the children



Nehemiah 11:5 500 Nehemiah 12:2

of Perez; 5AndMaaseiah, the son of Baruch, the son of Col-hozeh, the son of
Hazaiah, the son of Adaiah, the son of Joiarib, the son of Zechariah, the son
of the Shilonite. 6All the sons of Perez living in Jerusalemwere four hundred
and sixty-eight men of good position. 7And these are the sons of Benjamin:
Sallu, the son of Meshullam, the son of Joed, the son of Pedaiah, the son of
Kolaiah, the sonofMaaseiah, the sonof Ithiel, the sonof Jeshaiah. 8Andafter
him Gabbai, Sallai, nine hundred and twenty-eight. 9 And Joel, the son of
Zichri,was their overseer; and Judah, the sonofHassenuah,was secondover
the town. 10Of the priests: Jedaiah, the son of Joiarib, Jachin, 11 Seraiah, the
son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son of Meraioth,
the sonofAhitub, the ruler of thehouse ofGod, 12And their brotherswhodid
the work of the house, eight hundred and twenty-two; and Adaiah, the son
of Jeroham, the son of Pelaliah, the son of Amzi, the son of Zechariah, the son
of Pashhur, the son of Malchijah, 13And his brothers, heads of families, two
hundred and forty-two; and Amashsai, the son of Azarel, the son of Ahzai,
the son of Meshillemoth, the son of Immer, 14 And their brothers, men of
war, a hundred and twenty-eight; and their overseer was Zabdiel, the son
of Haggedolim. 15And of the Levites: Shemaiah, the son of Hasshub, the son
of Azrikam, the son of Hashabiah, the son of Bunni, 16And Shabbethai and
Jozabad, of the chiefs of the Levites, who were responsible for the outside
business of the house of God; 17And Mattaniah, the son of Mica, the son of
Zabdi, the son of Asaph, who had to give the first note of the song of praise
in prayer, and Bakbukiah, the second among his brothers, and Abda, the
son of Shammua, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun. 18All the Levites in
the holy town were two hundred and eighty-four. 19 In addition the door-
keepers, Akkub, Talmon, and their brothers who kept watch at the doors,
were a hundred and seventy-two. 20 And the rest of Israel, of the priests,
the Levites, were in all the towns of Judah, every one in his heritage. 21But
the Nethinim were living in the Ophel; and Ziha and Gishpa were over the
Nethinim. 22And the overseer of the Levites at Jerusalem was Uzzi, the son
of Bani, the son of Hashabiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Mica, of the
sons of Asaph, the music-makers, who was over the business of the house
of God. 23 For there was an order from the king about them and a regular
amount for the music-makers, for their needs day by day. 24And Pethahiah,
the son of Meshezabel, of the sons of Zerah, the son of Judah, was the king's
servant in everything to do with the people. 25And for the daughter-towns
with their fields, someof themenof Judahwere living inKiriath-arba and its
daughter-towns, and in Dibon and its daughter-towns, and in Jekabzeel and
its daughter-towns, 26And in Jeshua, and inMoladah, and Beth-pelet, 27And
in Hazar-shual, and in Beer-sheba and its daughter-towns, 28And in Ziklag,
and inMeconah and its daughter-towns, 29And in En-rimmon, and in Zorah,
and in Jarmuth, 30 Zanoah, Adullam and their daughter-towns, Lachish and
its fields, Azekah and its daughter-towns. So they were living from Beer-
sheba to the valley of Hinnom. 31And the children of Benjamin were living
from Geba, at Michmash and Aija, and at Beth-el and its daughter-towns,
32 At Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah, 33Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim, 34Hadid, Zeboim,
Neballat, 35Lod and Ono, the valley of expert workers. 36And of the Levites,
certain divisions in Judah were joined to Benjamin.

12
1 Now these are the priests and the Levites who went up with Zerubba-

bel, the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, 2 Amariah,
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Malluch, Hattush, 3Shecaniah, Rehum,Meremoth, 4 Iddo, Ginnethoi, Abijah,
5Mijamin, Maadiah, Bilgah, 6 Shemaiah, and Joiarib, Jedaiah, 7 Sallu, Amok,
Hilkiah, Jedaiah. These were the chiefs of the priests and of their brothers
in the days of Jeshua. 8And the Levites: Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah,
Judah, andMattaniah, whowas over themusic-makers, he and his brothers.
9 And Bakbukiah and Unno, their brothers, were opposite them in their
watches. 10And Jeshuawas the father of Joiakim, and Joiakimwas the father
of Eliashib, and Eliashib was the father of Joiada, 11 And Joiada was the
father of Jonathan, and Jonathan was the father of Jaddua. 12 And in the
days of Joiakim there were priests, heads of families: of Seraiah, Meraiah;
of Jeremiah, Hananiah; 13Of Ezra, Meshullam; of Amariah, Jehohanan; 14Of
Malluchi, Jonathan; of Shebaniah, Joseph; 15 Of Harim, Adna; of Meraioth,
Helkai; 16Of Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon, Meshullam; 17Of Abijah, Zichri;
of Miniamin, of Moadiah, Piltai; 18 Of Bilgah, Shammua; of Shemaiah,
Jehonathan; 19And of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi; 20Of Sallai, Kallai;
of Amok, Eber; 21Of Hilkiah, Hashabiah; of Jedaiah, Nethanel. 22The Levites
in the days of Eliashib, Joiada, and Johanan, and Jaddua, were listed as
heads of families; and the priests, when Darius the Persian was king. 23The
sons of Levi, heads of families, were recorded in the book of the histories,
even till the days of Johanan, the son of Eliashib. 24 And the chiefs of the
Levites: Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua, the son of Kadmiel, with their
brothers opposite them, to give blessing and praise as ordered by David, the
man of God, watch against watch. 25Mattaniah, and Bakbukiah, Obadiah,
Meshullam, Talmon, Akkub, were door-keepers keeping the watch at the
store-houses of the doors. 26 These were in the days of Joiakim, the son of
Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and in the days of Nehemiah the ruler and of Ezra
the priest, the scribe. 27And when the time came for the wall of Jerusalem
to be made holy, they sent for the Levites out of all their places to come to
Jerusalem, to keep the feast with joy, andwith praise andmelody, with brass
and corded instruments ofmusic. 28And the sons of themusic-makers came
together from the lowland round about Jerusalem and from the daughter-
towns of the Netophathites, 29 And from Beth-gilgal and from the fields of
Geba and Azmaveth: for the music-makers had made daughter-towns for
themselves round about Jerusalem. 30And the priests and the Levites made
themselves clean; and they made the people clean, and the doorways and
the wall. 31 Then I made the rulers of Judah come up on the wall, and I put
in position two great bands of them who gave praise, walking in ordered
lines; one went to the right on the wall, in the direction of the doorway
where the waste was put; 32And after them went Hoshaiah and half of the
rulers of Judah, 33AndAzariah, Ezra, andMeshullam, 34 JudahandBenjamin
and Shemaiah and Jeremiah, 35 And certain of the priests' sons with wind
instruments; Zechariah, the son of Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah, the son of
Mattaniah, the son ofMicaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son of Asaph, 36And his
brothers, Shemaiah, and Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel and Judah,
Hanani, with the music-instruments of David, the man of God; and Ezra the
scribe was at their head; 37And by the doorway of the fountain and straight
in front of them, they went up by the steps of the town of David, at the slope
up of the wall, over the house of David, as far as the water-doorway to the
east. 38And the other band of those who gave praise went to the left, and I
wentafter themwithhalf thepeople, on thewall, over the towerof theovens,
as far as the wide wall; 39And over the doorway of Ephraim and by the old
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door and thefish door and the tower ofHananel and the tower ofHammeah,
as far as the sheep door: and at the doorway of the watchmen they came to
a stop. 40 So the two bands of those who gave praise took up their positions
in the house of God, and I and half of the chiefs with me: 41And the priests;
Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and Hananiah,
withwind instruments; 42AndMaaseiahandShemaiahandEleazarandUzzi
and JehohananandMalchijah andElamandEzer. And themakers ofmelody
made their voices loud,with Jezrahiah their overseer. 43Andon that day they
made great offerings andwere glad; for God hadmade them gladwith great
joy; and the women and the children were glad with them: so that the joy
of Jerusalem came to the ears of those who were far off. 44And on that day
certainmenwereput over the roomswhere the thingswhichhadbeengiven
were stored, for the lifted offerings and the first-fruits and the tenths, and to
take into them the amounts, from the fields of every town, fixed by the law
for the priests and the Levites: for Judah was glad on account of the priests
and the Levites whowere in their places. 45And they kept the watch of their
God, and were responsible for making things clean, and so did the music-
makers and the door-keepers, as it was ordered by David and Solomon his
son. 46 For in the days of David and Asaph in the past, there was a master
of the music, and songs of blessing and praise to God. 47 And all Israel in
the days of Zerubbabel and in the days of Nehemiah gave what was needed
by the music-makers and the door-keepers day by day: and they made the
offerings holy for the Levites; and the Levites did the same for the sons of
Aaron.

13
1On that day therewas a reading from the book ofMoses in the hearing of

thepeople; and they sawthat it said in thebook thatnoAmmoniteorMoabite
might ever come into the meeting of God; 2 Because they did not give the
children of Israel bread and water when they came to them, but got Balaam
to put a curse on them: though the curse was turned into a blessing by our
God. 3 So after hearing the law, they took out of Israel all the mixed people.
4Now before this, Eliashib the priest, who had been placed over the rooms
of the house of our God, being a friend of Tobiah, 5Hadmade ready for him
a great room, where at one time they kept the meal offerings, the perfume,
and thevessels and the tenths of the grainandwineandoilwhichwere given
by order to the Levites and themusic-makers and the door-keepers, and the
lifted offerings for the priests. 6But all this time I was not at Jerusalem: for
in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes, king of Babylon, I went to the king;
and after some days, I got the king to let me go, 7 And I came to Jerusalem;
and it was clear to me what evil Eliashib had done for Tobiah, in making
ready for him a room in the buildings of the house of God. 8And it was evil
in my eyes: so I had all Tobiah's things put out of the room. 9 Then I gave
orders, and they made the rooms clean: and I put back in them the vessels
of the house of God, with the meal offerings and the perfume. 10And I saw
that the Levites had not been given what was needed for their support; so
that the Levites and the music-makers, who did the work, had gone away,
everyone to his field. 11Then Imade protests to the chiefs, and said,Why has
the house of God been given up? And I got them together and put them in
their places. 12Then all Judah camewith the tenth part of the grain andwine
and oil and put it into the store-houses. 13 And I made controllers over the
store-houses, Shelemiah the priest and Zadok the scribe, and of the Levites,



Nehemiah 13:14 503 Nehemiah 13:31

Pedaiah: andwith themwas Hanan, the son of Zaccur the son of Mattaniah:
they were taken to be true men and their business was the distribution of
these things to their brothers. 14Keep me in mind, O my God, in connection
with this, and do not let the goodwhich I have done for the house of my God
and its worship go from your memory completely. 15 In those days, I saw in
Judah some who were crushing grapes on the Sabbath, and getting in grain
and putting it on asses; as well as wine and grapes and figs and all sorts of
goodswhich they took into Jerusalemon the Sabbathday: and I gavewitness
against them on the day when they were marketing food. 16And there were
menof Tyre there,who camewithfishandall sorts of goods, tradingwith the
children of Judah and in Jerusalem on the Sabbath. 17Then I made protests
to the chiefs of Judah, and said to them,What is this evilwhich youare doing,
not keeping the Sabbath day holy? 18Did not your fathers do the same, and
did not our God send all this evil on us and on this town? but you are causing
more wrath to come on Israel by not keeping the Sabbath holy. 19 And so,
when the streets of Jerusalem were getting dark before the Sabbath, I gave
orders for the doors to be shut andnot to be open again till after the Sabbath:
and I put some of my servants by the door so that nothing might be taken in
on the Sabbath day. 20 So the traders in all sorts of goods took their night's
rest outside Jerusalemonceor twice. 21Then I gavewitness against themand
said,Why are youwaiting all night by thewall? if you do so again I will have
you takenprisoners. From that time they did not come again on the Sabbath.
22And I gave theLevites orders tomake themselves cleanand comeandkeep
the doors and make the Sabbath holy. Keep this in mind to my credit, O my
God, and have mercy on me, for great is your mercy. 23And in those days I
saw the Jewswhoweremarried towomenofAshdodandAmmonandMoab:
24And their children were talking half in the language of Ashdod; they had
no knowledge of the Jews' language, butmade use of the language of the two
peoples. 25 And I took up the cause against them, cursing them and giving
blows to some of them and pulling out their hair; and I made them take an
oath by God, saying, You are not to give your daughters to their sons or take
their daughters for your sons or for yourselves. 26Was it not in these things
that Solomon, king of Israel, did wrong? among a number of nations there
was no king like him, and he was dear to his God, and God made him king
over all Israel: but even hewasmade to do evil by strangewomen. 27Arewe
then without protest to let you do all this great evil, sinning against our God
by taking strange women for your wives? 28 And one of the sons of Joiada,
the son of Eliashib, the chief priest, was son-in-law to Sanballat theHoronite:
so I sent him away fromme. 29Keep them in mind, O my God, because they
have put shameon the priests' nameandon the agreement of the priests and
the Levites. 30So Imade them clean fromall strange people, and had regular
watchesfixed for thepriests and for theLevites, everyone inhiswork; 31And
for thewoodoffering, at fixed times, and for thefirst fruits. Keepme inmind,
Omy God, for good.
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The Book of
Esther

1Now it came about in the days of Ahasuerus, (that Ahasuerus who was
ruler of a hundred and twenty-seven divisions of the kingdom, from India
as far as Ethiopia:) 2 That in those days, when King Ahasuerus was ruling
in Shushan, his strong town, 3 In the third year of his rule he gave a feast to
all his captains and his servants; and the captains of the army of Persia and
Media, the great men and the rulers of the divisions of his kingdom, were
present before him; 4And for a long time, even a hundred and eighty days,
he let them see all the wealth and the glory of his kingdom and the great
power and honour which were his. 5 And at the end of that time, the king
gave a feast for all the peoplewhowere present in Shushan, the king's town,
small aswell as great, for seven days, in the outer square of the garden of the
king's house. 6 There were fair hangings of white and green and blue, fixed
with cords of purple and the best linen to silver rings and pillars of polished
stone: the seatswere of gold and silver onafloor of red andwhite andyellow
and black stone. 7 And they gave them drink in gold vessels, every vessel
being different, andwine of the kingdom, freely given by the king. 8And the
drinking was in keeping with the law; no one was forced: for the king had
given orders to all the chief servants of his house to do as was pleasing to
every man. 9And Vashti the queen gave a feast for the women in the house
of King Ahasuerus. 10 On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was
glad with wine, he gave orders to Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, and
Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven unsexed servants who were waiting
before Ahasuerus the king, 11That Vashti the queenwas to come before him,
crowned with her crown, and let the people and the captains see her: for
she was very beautiful. 12 But when the servants gave her the king's order,
Vashti the queen said shewould not come: then the kingwas very angry, and
his heart was burningwithwrath. 13And the king said to thewisemen, who
had knowledge of the times, (for this was the king's way with all who were
expert in law and in the giving of decisions: 14And second only to himwere
Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the
seven rulers of Persia andMedia, who were friends of the king, and had the
first places in the kingdom:) 15What is to be done by law to Vashti the queen,
because she has not done what King Ahasuerus, by his servants, gave her
orders to do? 16 And before the king and the captains, Memucan gave his
answer: Vashti the queen has done wrong, not only to the king, but to all
the captains and to all the peoples in all the divisions of the kingdom of King
Ahasuerus; 17 For news of what the queen has done will come to the ears of
all women, and they will no longer give respect to their husbands when it is
said to them,KingAhasuerusgaveorders forVashti thequeen tocomebefore
him and she came not. 18And the wives of the captains of Persia andMedia,
hearingwhat the queen has done, will say the same to all the king's captains.
So there will be much shame and wrath. 19 If it is pleasing to the king, let an
order go out from him, and let it be recorded among the laws of the Persians
and theMedes, so that it may never be changed, that Vashti is never again to
come before King Ahasuerus; and let the king give her place to another who
is better than she. 20And when this order, given by the king, is made public
through all his kingdom (for it is great), all thewiveswill give honour to their
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husbands, great as well as small. 21And this suggestion seemed good to the
king and the captains; and the king did as Memucan said; 22And sent letters
to all the divisions of the kingdom, to everydivision in thewriting commonly
used there, and to every people in the languagewhichwas theirs, saying that
everymanwas tobe the ruler inhishouse, and that this orderwas tobegiven
out in the language of his people.

2
1After these things, when the king's feelings were calmer, the thought of

Vashti and what she had done and the order he hadmade against her, came
back to his mind. 2 Then the servants who were waiting on the king said to
him, Let search be made for some fair young virgins for the king: 3 Let the
king give authority to certain men in all the divisions of his kingdom, to get
togetherall the fair youngvirgins and send themtoShushan, theking's town,
to thewomen's house, under the care of Hegai, the king's servant, the keeper
of the women: and let the things needed for making them clean be given
to them; 4 And let the girl who is pleasing to the king be queen in place of
Vashti. And the king was pleased with this suggestion; and he did so. 5Now
there was a certain Jew in Shushan namedMordecai, the son of Jair, the son
of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite; 6Who had been taken away from
Jerusalem among those who had beenmade prisoner with Jeconiah, king of
Judah, when Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, had taken him away. 7And
he had been a father to Hadassah, that is Esther, the daughter of his father's
brother: for she had no father or mother, and she was very beautiful; and
when her father andmother were dead, Mordecai took her for his daughter.
8 So when the order made by the king was publicly given out, and a number
of girls had been placed in the care of Hegai in the king's house in Shushan,
Estherwas taken into theking'shouseandput in thecareofHegai, thekeeper
of the women. 9And he was pleased with the girl and was kind to her; and
he quickly gave her what was needed for making her clean, and the things
which were hers by right, and seven servant-girls whowere to be hers from
the king's house: and he had her and her servant-girls moved to the best
place in the women's part of the house. 10 Esther had not said what family
or people she came from, for Mordecai had given her orders not to do so.
11And every day Mordecai took his walk before the square of the women's
house, to see how Esther was and what would be done to her. 12Now every
girl, when her turn came, had to go in to King Ahasuerus, after undergoing,
for a space of twelve months, what was ordered by the law for the women
(for this was the time necessary for making them clean, that is, six months
with oil of myrrh and six months with sweet perfumes and such things as
are needed for making women clean): 13And in this way the girl went in to
the king; whatever she had a desire for was given to her to take with her
from the women's house into the house of the king. 14 In the evening she
went, and on the day after she came back to the second house of thewomen,
into the keeping of Shaashgaz, one of the king's unsexed servants who had
the care of the king's wives: only if the king had delight in her and sent for
her by name did she go in to him again. 15 Now when the time came for
Esther, the daughter of Abihail, his father's brother, whom Mordecai had
taken as his daughter, to go in to the king, she made request for nothing but
what Hegai, the king's servant and keeper of thewomen, had given her. And
Esther was looked on kindly by all who saw her. 16 So Esther was taken in to
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King Ahasuerus in his house in the tenthmonth, which is themonth Tebeth,
in the seventh year of his rule. 17And Esther was more pleasing to the king
thanall thewomen, and tohis eyes shewas fairer andmore full of grace than
all the other virgins: so he put his crown on her head and made her queen
in place of Vashti. 18Then the king gave a great feast for all his captains and
his servants, evenEsther's feast; andhe gave orders through all the divisions
of his kingdom for a day of rest from work, and gave wealth from his store.
19 And when the virgins came together in the second house of the women,
Mordecai took his seat in the doorway of the king's house. 20Esther had still
said nothing of her family or her people, as Mordecai had given her orders;
for Esther did what Mordecai said, as when she was living with him. 21 In
those days, while Mordecai was seated at the king's doorway, two of the
king's servants, Bigthan and Teresh, keepers of the door, being angry, were
looking for a chance tomake an attack on King Ahasuerus. 22AndMordecai,
having knowledge of their purpose, sent word of it to Esther the queen; and
Esther gave the news to the king in Mordecai's name. 23Andwhen the thing
had been looked into, it was seen to be true, and the two of them were put
to death by hanging on a tree: and it was put down in the records before the
king.

3
1After these things, by the order of the king, Haman, the son of Hamme-

datha the Agagite, was lifted up and given a position of honour and a higher
place than all the other captains who were with him. 2 And all the king's
servantswhowere in the king's housewent down to the earth beforeHaman
and gave him honour: for so the king had given orders. But Mordecai did
not go down before him or give him honour. 3Then the king's servants who
were in the king's house said to Mordecai, Why do you go against the king's
order? 4Now when they had said this to him day after day and he gave no
attention, they let Haman have news of it, to see if Mordecai's behaviour
would be overlooked: for he had said to them that he was a Jew. 5 And
when Haman saw that Mordecai did not go down before him and give him
honour, Haman was full of wrath. 6 But it was not enough for him to make
an attack onMordecai only; for they hadmade clear to himwhoMordecai's
people were; so Haman made it his purpose to put an end to all the Jews,
evenMordecai's people, through all the kingdom of Ahasuerus. 7 In the first
month, the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, from day to
day and frommonth to month they went on looking for a sign given by Pur
(that is chance) before Haman, till the sign came out for the thirteenth day
of the twelfthmonth, themonth Adar. 8And Haman said to King Ahasuerus,
There is a certain nation living here and there in small groups among the
people in all the divisions of your kingdom; their laws are different from
those of any other nation, and they do not keep the king's laws: for this
reason it is not right for the king to let them be. 9 If it is the king's pleasure,
let a statement ordering their destruction be put in writing: and I will give
to those responsible for the king's business, ten thousand talents of silver for
the king's store-house. 10And the king tookhis ring fromhis handand gave it
to Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the hater of the Jews. 11And
the king said to Haman, Themoney is yours, and the people, to dowith them
whatever seems right to you. 12Thenon the thirteenthdayof thefirstmonth,
the king's scribes were sent for, and they put in writing Haman's orders
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to all the king's captains and the rulers of every division of his kingdom
and the chiefs of every people: for every division of the kingdom in the
writing commonly used there, and to every people in the language which
was theirs; it was signed in the name of King Ahasuerus and stamped with
the king's ring. 13And letters were sent by the runners into every division of
the kingdom ordering the death and destruction of all Jews, young and old,
little children and women, on the same day, even the thirteenth day of the
twelfth month, the month Adar, and the taking of all their goods by force.
14A copy of the writing, to bemade public in every part of the kingdom, was
sent out to all the peoples, so that they might be ready when that day came.
15 The runners went out quickly by the king's order, and a public statement
was made in Shushan: and the king and Haman took wine together: but the
town of Shushanwas troubled.

4
1 Now when Mordecai saw what was done, pulling off his robe, he put

on haircloth, with dust on his head, and went out into the middle of the
town, crying out with a loud and bitter cry. 2 And he came even before
the king's doorway; for no one might come inside the king's door clothed
in haircloth. 3And in every part of the kingdom, wherever the king's word
and his order came, there was great sorrow among the Jews, and weeping
and crying and goingwithout food; and numbers of themwere stretched on
the earth covered with dust and haircloth. 4 And Esther's women and her
servants cameandgaveherwordof it. Then greatwas the grief of the queen:
and she sent robes for Mordecai, so that his clothing of haircloth might be
taken off; but he would not have them. 5 Then Esther sent for Hathach, one
of the king's unsexed servants whom he had given her for waiting on her,
and she gave him orders to go toMordecai and see what this was andwhy it
was. 6SoHathachwent out and sawMordecai in the open square of the town
before the king's doorway. 7AndMordecai gave him an account of what had
taken place, and of the amount of money which Haman had said he would
put into the king's store for the destruction of the Jews. 8Andhe gavehim the
copy of the orderwhich had been given out in Shushan for their destruction,
ordering him to let Esther see it, and tomake it clear to her; and to say to her
that shewas to go in to the king, requesting hismercy, andmaking prayer for
her people. 9 And Hathach came back and gave Esther an account of what
Mordecai had said. 10 Then Esther sent Hathach to say to Mordecai: 11 It is
common knowledge among all the king's servants and the people of every
part of the kingdom, that if anyone, man or woman, comes to the king in his
inner roomwithout being sent for, there is only one law for him, that he is to
beput todeath; only those towhomtheking's rodof gold is stretchedoutmay
keep their lives: but I have not been sent for to come before the king these
thirty days. 12And they said thesewords toMordecai. 13ThenMordecai sent
this answer back to Esther: Do not have the idea that you in the king's house
will be safe from the fate of all the Jews. 14 If at this time you say nothing,
thenhelp and salvationwill come to the Jews from someother place, but you
and your father's family will come to destruction: andwho is to say that you
have not come to the kingdom even for such a time as this? 15 Then Esther
sent them back toMordecai with this answer: 16Go, get together all the Jews
who are present in Shushan, and go without food for me, taking no food or
drink night or day for three days: and I andmywomenwill do the same; and
so I will go in to the king, which is against the law: and if death is to be my



Esther 4:17 508 Esther 6:6

fate, then let it come. 17SoMordecaiwent away and did everything as Esther
had said.

5
1Nowon the third day, Esther put on her queen's robes, and took her place

in the inner room of the king's house, facing the king's house: and the king
was seated on his high seat in the king's house, facing the doorway of the
house. 2Andwhen the king saw Esther the queenwaiting in the inner room,
looking kindly on her he put out the rod of gold in his hand to her. So Esther
came near and put her fingers on the top of the rod. 3 Then the king said,
What is your desire, Queen Esther, and what is your request? I will give it
to you, even to the half of my kingdom. 4 And Esther in answer said, If it
seems good to the king, let the king andHamancome today to the feastwhich
I havemade ready for him. 5Then the king said, Let Haman come quickly, so
that what Esther has said may be done. So the king and Haman came to the
feast which Esther had made ready. 6 And while they were drinking wine
the king said to Esther, What is your prayer? for it will be given to you and
what is your request? for it will be done, even to the half of my kingdom.
7 Then Esther said in answer, My prayer and my request is this: 8 If I have
the king's approval, and if it is the king's pleasure to give memy prayer and
do my request, let the king and Haman come to the feast which I will make
ready for them, and tomorrow I will do as the king has said. 9 Then on that
dayHamanwent out full of joy and glad in heart; butwhen he sawMordecai
in the king's doorway, and he did not get to his feet or give any sign of fear
before him, Haman was full of wrath against Mordecai. 10 But controlling
himself, hewent tohis house; andhe sent forhis friends andZeresh, hiswife.
11And he gave them an account of the glories of his wealth, and the number
of childrenhehad, and theways inwhichhehadbeenhonouredby the king,
and how he had put him over the captains and servants of the king. 12And
Haman said further, Truly, Esther the queen let no man but myself come in
to the feast which she had made ready for the king; and tomorrow again I
am to be her guest with the king. 13 But all this is nothing to me while I see
Mordecai the Jew seated by the king's doorway. 14Then his wife Zeresh and
all his friends said to him, Let a pillar, fifty cubits high, be made ready for
hanging him, and in the morning get the king to give orders for the hanging
ofMordecai: then youwill be able to go to the feast with the kingwith a glad
heart. And Haman was pleased with the suggestion, and he had the pillar
made.

6
1That night the kingwas unable to get any sleep; and he sent for the books

of the records; and while some one was reading them to the king, 2 It came
out that it was recorded in the book how Mordecai had given word of the
designs of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's servants, keepers of the
door, by whom an attack on the king had been designed. 3And the king said,
What honour and reward have been given to Mordecai for this? Then the
servants whowerewaiting on the king said, Nothing has been done for him.
4 Then the king said, Who is in the outer room? Now Haman had come into
the outer room to get the king's authority for the hanging ofMordecai on the
pillar which he had made ready for him. 5 And the king's servants said to
him, See, Haman is waiting in the outer room. And the king said, Let him
come in. 6 So Haman came in. And the king said to him, What is to be done



Esther 6:7 509 Esther 7:10

to themanwhom the king has delight in honouring? Then the thought came
intoHaman'smind,Whom,more thanmyself, would the king have pleasure
in honouring? 7 And Haman, answering the king, said, For the man whom
the king has delight in honouring, 8 Let them take the robes which the king
generallyputson, and thehorseonwhich thekinggoes, and thecrownwhich
is on his head: 9And let the robes and the horse be given to one of the king's
most noble captains, so that they may put them on the man whom the king
has delight in honouring, and let him go on horseback through the streets
of the town, with men crying out before him, So let it be done to the man
whom the king has delight in honouring. 10 Then the king said to Haman,
Go quickly, and take the robes and the horse, as you have said, and do even
so to Mordecai the Jew, who is seated at the king's doorway: see that you do
everything as you have said. 11 Then Haman took the robes and the horse,
and dressing Mordecai in the robes, he made him go on horseback through
the streets of the town, crying out before him, So let it be done to the man
whom the king has delight in honouring. 12And Mordecai came back to the
king's doorway. But Haman went quickly back to his house, sad and with
his head covered. 13And Haman gave his wife Zeresh and all his friends an
account ofwhat had takenplace. Thenhiswisemenandhiswife Zeresh said
tohim, IfMordecai,who is starting to get thebetter of you, is of the seedof the
Jews, you will not be able to do anything against him, but you will certainly
godownbeforehim. 14While theywere still talking, theking's servants came
to take Haman to the feast which Esther hadmade ready.

7
1 So the king and Haman came to take wine with Esther the queen. 2And

the king said to Esther again on the second day, while they were drinking,
What is your prayer, Queen Esther? for it will be given to you; and what is
your request? for it will be done, even to the half of my kingdom. 3 Then
Esther the queen, answering, said, If I have your approval, O king, and if
it is the king's pleasure, let my life be given to me in answer to my prayer,
and my people at my request: 4 For we are given up, I and my people, to
destructionanddeathand tobecutoff. Ifwehadbeen takenasmen-servants
and women-servants for a price, I would have said nothing, for our trouble
is little in comparison with the king's loss. 5 Then King Ahasuerus said to
Esther the queen,Who is he andwhere is hewho has had this evil thought in
his heart? 6And Esther said, Our hater and attacker is this evil Haman. Then
Haman was full of fear before the king and the queen. 7And the king in his
wrath got up from the feast and went into the garden: and Haman got to his
feet tomakeaprayer forhis life toEsther thequeen: forhe sawthat theking's
purpose was evil against him. 8 Then the king came back from the garden
into the roomwhere they had been drinking; and Hamanwas stretched out
on the seat where Esther was. Then the king said, Is he taking the queen by
force before my eyes in my house? And while the words were on the king's
lips, theyput a clothoverHaman's face. 9ThenHarbonah, oneof theunsexed
servants waiting before the king, said, See, the pillar fifty cubits high, which
Haman made for Mordecai, who said a good word for the king, is still in its
place inHaman's house. Then the king said, Put him to death byhanginghim
on it. 10SoHamanwasput to deathbyhanginghimon thepillar hehadmade
for Mordecai. Then the king's wrath became less.
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8
1 That day the king gave all the family of Haman, the hater of the Jews, to

Esther the queen. AndMordecai came before the king, for Esther hadmade
clearwhat hewas to her. 2And the king took off his ring, which he had taken
from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther put Mordecai over the
family of Haman. 3Then Esther again came before the king, falling down at
his feet, and made request to him with weeping, that he would put a stop to
the evil purposes of Haman the Agagite and the designs which he hadmade
against the Jews. 4 Then the king put out the rod of gold to Esther, and she
got up before the king. 5 And she said, If it is the king's pleasure and if I
have his approval and this thing seems right to the king and I am pleasing
to him, then let letters be sent giving orders against those which Haman, the
son of Hammedatha the Agagite, sent out for the destruction of the Jews in
all divisions of the kingdom: 6 For how is it possible for me to see the evil
which is to overtakemynation? howmay I see the destruction ofmypeople?
7 Then King Ahasuerus said to Esther the queen and to Mordecai the Jew,
See now, I have given Esther the family of Haman, and he has come to his
death by hanging, because he made an attack on the Jews. 8 So now send
a letter about the Jews, writing whatever seems good to you, in the king's
name, and stamping it with the king's ring: for a writing signed in the king's
name and stamped with the king's ring may not be changed. 9 Then at that
time, on the twenty-third day of the third month, which is the month Sivan,
the king's scribes were sent for; and everything ordered by Mordecai was
put in writing and sent to the Jews and the captains and the rulers and the
chiefs of all the divisions of the kingdom from India to Ethiopia, a hundred
and twenty-seven divisions, to every division in the writing commonly used
there, and to every people in their language, and to the Jews in their writing
and their language. 10 The letters were sent in the name of King Ahasuerus
and stampedwith his ring, and theywere taken bymen on horseback, going
on the quick-running horses used for the king's business, the offspring of his
best horses: 11 In these letters the king gave authority to the Jews in every
town to come together andmake afight for their lives, and to send death and
destruction on the power of any people in any part of the kingdom attacking
themor their children or theirwomen, and to take their goods from themby
force, 12On one day in every division of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, that is,
on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month Adar. 13A copy of the
writing, to bemade public as an order in every division of the kingdom, was
given out to all the peoples, so that the Jews might be ready when that day
came to givepunishment to their haters. 14So themenwent out on thequick-
running horses used on the king's business, wasting no time and forced on
by the king's order; and the orderwas given out in Shushan, the king's town.
15AndMordecai went out from before the king, dressed in king-like robes of
blue and white, and with a great crown of gold and clothing of purple and
the best linen: and all the town of Shushan gave loud cries of joy. 16And the
Jews had light and joy and honour. 17And in every part of the kingdom and
in every town, wherever the king's letter and his order came, the Jews were
gladwith great joy, andhada feast anda goodday. Anda great number of the
people of the land became Jews: for the fear of the Jews had come on them.

9
1 Now on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month
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Adar, when the time came for the king's order to be put into effect, on the
very day when the haters of the Jews had been hoping to have rule over
them; though the opposite had come about, and the Jews had rule over
their haters; 2 On that day, the Jews came together in their towns through
all the divisions of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, for the purpose of attacking
all those who were attempting evil against them: and everyone had to give
way before them, for the fear of them had come on all the peoples. 3 And
all the chiefs and the captains and the rulers and those who did the king's
business gave support to the Jews; because the fear of Mordecai had come
on them. 4 For Mordecai was great in the king's house, and word of him
went out through every part of the kingdom: for the manMordecai became
greater andgreater. 5So the Jewsovercameall their attackerswith the sword
andwith death and destruction, and did to their haters whatever they had a
desire todo. 6And inShushan the Jewsput todeathfivehundredmen. 7They
put to death Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, 8 Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha,
9 Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and Vaizatha, 10 The ten sons of Haman the son
ofHammedatha, thehater of the Jews; but theyputnot ahandonanyof their
goods. 11On that day the number of those who had been put to death in the
town of Shushan was given to the king. 12 And the king said to Esther the
queen, The Jews have put five hundred men to death in Shushan, as well as
the ten sons of Haman: what then have they done in the rest of the kingdom!
Nowwhat is your prayer? for itwill be given to you;what other request have
you? and it will be done. 13 Then Esther said, If it is the king's pleasure, let
authority be given to the Jews in Shushan to do tomorrow as has been done
today, and let orders be given for the hanging ofHaman's ten sons. 14And the
king said that this was to be done, and the order was given out in Shushan,
and the hanging of Haman's ten sons was effected. 15For the Jews whowere
in Shushan came together again on the fourteenth day of the month Adar
and put to death three hundred men in Shushan; but they put not a hand
on their goods. 16And the other Jews in every division of the kingdom came
together, fighting for their lives, and got salvation from their haters and put
seventy-five thousand of them to death; but they did not put a hand on their
goods. 17 This they did on the thirteenth day of the month Adar; and on the
fourteenth day of the same month they took their rest, and made it a day of
feasting and joy. 18But the Jews in Shushan came together on the thirteenth
and on the fourteenth day of the month; and on the fifteenth day they took
their rest, andmade it a day of feasting and joy. 19 So the Jews of the country
places living in unwalled townsmake the fourteenth day of themonth Adar
a day of feasting and joy and a good day, a day for sending offerings one
to another. 20 And Mordecai sent letters to all the Jews in every division
of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, near and far, 21 Ordering them to keep the
fourteenth day of the month Adar and the fifteenth day of the same month,
every year, 22As days on which the Jews had rest from their haters, and the
month which for them was turned from sorrow to joy, and from weeping
to a good day: and that they were to keep them as days of feasting and joy,
of sending offerings to one another and good things to the poor. 23And the
Jews gave their word to go on as they had been doing and as Mordecai had
given them orders in writing; 24 Because Haman, the son of Hammedatha
the Agagite, the hater of all the Jews, hadmade designs for their destruction,
attempting to get a decision by Pur (that is, chance) with a view to putting an
end to them and cutting them off; 25 But when the business was put before
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the king, he gave orders by letters that the evil design which he had made
against the Jews was to be turned against himself; and that he and his sons
were to be put to death byhanging. 26So these dayswerenamedPurim, after
the name of Pur. And so, because of the words of this letter, and of what
they had seen in connectionwith this business, andwhat had come to them,
27The Jewsmade a rule and gave an undertaking, causing their seed and all
those who were joined to them to do the same, so that it might be in force
for ever, that they would keep those two days, as ordered in the letter, at
the fixed time every year; 28And that those days were to be kept in memory
through every generation and every family, in every division of the kingdom
and every town, that there might never be a time when these days of Purim
would not be kept among the Jews, or when the memory of them would go
from the minds of their seed. 29Then Esther the queen, daughter of Abihail,
andMordecai the Jew, sent a second letter giving the force of their authority
to the order about the Purim. 30 And he sent letters to all the Jews in the
hundred and twenty-seven divisions of the kingdomofAhasuerus, with true
words of peace, 31Giving the force of law to these days of Purimat their fixed
times, as they had been ordered by Mordecai the Jew and Esther the queen,
and inkeepingwith the rules theyhadmade for themselvesand their seed, in
connectionwith their timeofgoingwithout foodand their cry forhelp. 32The
order given by Esther gave the force of law to the rules about the Purim; and
it was recorded in the book.

10
1And King Ahasuerus put a tax on the land and on the islands of the sea.

2And all his acts of power andhis great strength and the full story of the high
placewhich the king gaveMordecai, are they not recorded in the book of the
history of the kings of Media and Persia? 3ForMordecai the Jewwas second
only toKingAhasuerus, and great among the Jews and respectedby thebody
of his countrymen; working for the good of his people, and saying words of
peace to all his seed.
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The Book of
Job

1There was aman in the land of Uz whose namewas Job. He was without
sin and upright, fearing God and keeping himself far from evil. 2 And he
had seven sons and three daughters. 3And of cattle he had seven thousand
sheep and goats, and three thousand camels, and a thousand oxen, and five
hundred she-asses, and a very great number of servants. And the man was
greater than any of the sons of the east. 4 His sons regularly went to one
another's houses, and every one on his day gave a feast: and at these times
they sent for their three sisters to take part in their feasts with them. 5And
at the end of their days of feasting, Job sent and made them clean, getting
up early in the morning and offering burned offerings for them all. For,
Job said, It may be that my sons have done wrong and said evil of God in
their hearts. And Job did this whenever the feasts came round. 6And there
was a day when the sons of the gods came together before the Lord, and the
Satan camewith them. 7And the Lord said to the Satan,Where do you come
from? And the Satan said in answer, From wandering this way and that on
the earth, and walking about on it. 8 And the Lord said to the Satan, Have
you taken note of my servant Job, for there is no one like him on the earth, a
manwithout sin andupright, fearingGod andkeeping himself far fromevil?
9And the Satan said in answer to the Lord, Is it for nothing that Job is a god-
fearing man? 10Have you yourself not put a wall round him and his house
and all he has on every side, blessing the work of his hands, and increasing
his cattle in the land? 11 But now, put out your hand against all he has, and
he will be cursing you to your face. 12And the Lord said to the Satan, See, I
give all he has into your hands, only do not put a finger on the man himself.
And the Satan went out from before the Lord. 13And there was a day when
his sons and daughters were feasting in the house of their oldest brother,
14And aman came to Job, and said, The oxen were ploughing, and the asses
were taking their food by their side: 15And the men of Sheba came against
them and took them away, putting the young men to the sword, and I was
the only one who got away safe to give you the news. 16 And this one was
still talking when another came, and said, The fire of God came down from
heaven, burning up the sheep and the goats and the young men completely,
and I was the only one who got away safe to give you the news. 17And this
one was still talking when another came, and said, The Chaldaeans made
themselves into three bands, and came down on the camels and took them
away, putting the young men to the sword, and I was the only one who got
away safe to giveyou thenews. 18And this onewas still talkingwhenanother
came, and said, Your sons andyourdaughterswere feasting together in their
oldest brother's house, 19When a great wind came rushing from the waste
land against the four sides of the house, and it camedownon the youngmen,
and they are dead; and I was the only one who got away safe to give you
the news. 20 Then Job got up, and after parting his clothing and cutting off
his hair, he went down on his face to the earth, and gave worship, and said,
21With nothing I came out of my mother's body, and with nothing I will go
back there; the Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; let the Lord's name
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be praised. 22 In all this Job did no sin, and did not say that God's acts were
foolish.

2
1And there was a day when the sons of the gods came together before the

Lord, and the Satan camewith them. 2And the Lord said to the Satan,Where
do you come from? And the Satan said in answer, Fromwandering this way
and that on the earth, and walking about on it. 3 And the Lord said to the
Satan, Have you taken note ofmy servant Job, for there is no one like him on
the earth, a man without sin and upright, fearing God and keeping himself
far from evil? and he still keeps his righteousness, though you have been
moving me to send destruction on him without cause. 4And the Satan said
inanswer to theLord, Skin for skin, all amanhashewill give forhis life. 5But
now, if you only put your hand on his bone and his flesh, hewill certainly be
cursing you to your face. 6And the Lord said to the Satan, See, he is in your
hands, only do not take his life. 7 And the Satan went out from before the
Lord, and sent on Job an evil disease covering his skin fromhis feet to the top
of his head. 8And he took a broken bit of a pot, and, seated in the dust, was
rubbing himself with the sharp edge of it. 9And his wife said to him, Are you
still keeping your righteousness? Say a curse against God, and put an end to
yourself. 10And he said to her, You are talking like one of the foolishwomen.
If we take the good God sends us, are we not to take the evil when it comes?
In all this Job kept his lips from sin. 11And Job's three friends hadword of all
this evil which had come on him. And they came every one from his place,
Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite.
So they came together to a meeting-place, in order that they might go and
make clear to Job their grief for him, and give him comfort. 12And lifting up
their eyes when they were still far off, it did not seem that theman they saw
was Job because of the change in him. And they gave way to bitter weeping,
with signs of grief, and put dust on their heads. 13And they took their seats
on the earth by his side for seven days and seven nights: but no one said a
word to him, for they saw that his pain was very great.

3
1 Then, opening his mouth, and cursing the day of his birth, 2 Job made

answer and said, 3Let destruction take the day of my birth, and the night on
which it was said, Aman child has come into theworld. 4That day— let it be
dark; let not God take note of it from on high, and let not the light be shining
on it; 5Let thedarkand theblacknight take it for themselves; let it be covered
with a cloud; let the dark shades of day send fear on it. 6That night— let the
thickdark take it; let it not have joyamong thedaysof theyear; let it not come
into the number of the months. 7As for that night, let it have no fruit; let no
voice of joy be sounded in it; 8 Let it be cursed by those who put a curse on
the day; who are ready to make Leviathan awake. 9Let its morning stars be
dark; let it be looking for light, but may it not have any; let it not see the eyes
of the dawn. 10Because it did not keep the doors of my mother's body shut,
so that trouble might be veiled frommy eyes. 11Why did death not take me
when I came out of my mother's body, why did I not, when I came out, give
up my last breath? 12Why did the knees take me, or why the breasts that
they might give me milk? 13 For then I might have gone to my rest in quiet,
and in sleep have been in peace, 14With kings and thewise ones of the earth,
who put up great houses for themselves; 15Orwith rulers who had gold, and
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whose houses were full of silver; 16Or as a child dead at birth I might never
have come into existence; like young children who have not seen the light.
17There the passions of the evil are over, and thosewhose strength has come
to an end have rest. 18 There the prisoners are at peace together; the voice
of the overseer comes not again to their ears. 19The small and the great are
there, and the servant is free from his master. 20Why does he give light to
him who is in trouble, and life to the bitter in soul; 21 To those whose desire
is for death, but it comes not; who are searching for it more than for secret
wealth; 22Who are glad with great joy, and full of delight when they come to
their last resting-place; 23 To a man whose way is veiled, and who is shut in
byGod? 24 In place ofmy food I have grief, and cries of sorrowcome fromme
like water. 25 For I have a fear and it comes on me, and my heart is greatly
troubled. 26 I have no peace, no quiet, and no rest; nothing but pain comes
onme.

4
1AndEliphaz theTemanitemadeanswerand said, 2 If one says aword,will

it be a weariness to you? but who is able to keep from saying what is in his
mind? 3 Truly, you have been a helper to others, and you have made feeble
hands strong; 4Hewhowas near to falling has been lifted up by yourwords,
and you have given strength to bent knees. 5But now it has come on you and
it is a weariness to you; you are touched by it and yourmind is troubled. 6 Is
not your fear of God your support, and your upright way of life your hope?
7Have you ever seen destruction come to an uprightman? orwhenwere the
god-fearing ever cut off? 8What I have seen is that those by whom trouble
has been ploughed, and evil planted, get the same for themselves. 9 By the
breath of God destruction takes them, and by the wind of his wrath they are
cut off. 10Though the noise of the lion and the sounding of his voice, may be
loud, the teeth of the young lions are broken. 11The old lion comes to his end
for need of food, and the young of the she-lion gowandering in all directions.
12Aword was given to me secretly, and the low sound of it came to my ears.
13 In troubled thoughts from visions of the night, when deep sleep comes on
men, 14 Fear came on me and shaking, and my bones were full of trouble;
15And a breath was moving over my face; the hair of my flesh became stiff:
16Somethingwas present beforeme, but Iwas not able to see it clearly; there
was a form before my eyes: a quiet voice came to my ears, saying: 17May a
man be upright before God? or a man be clean before his Maker? 18 Truly,
he puts no faith in his servants, and he sees error in his angels; 19Howmuch
more those living in houses of earth, whose bases are in the dust! They are
crushedmore quickly than an insect; 20Betweenmorning and evening they
are completely broken; they come to an end for ever, and no one takes note.
21 If their tent-cord is pulled up, do they not come to an end, and without
wisdom?

5
1Givenowacry forhelp; is thereanyonewhowill giveyouananswer? and

towhich of the holy oneswill youmake your prayer? 2Forwrath is the cause
of death to the foolish, and he who has no wisdom comes to his end through
passion. 3 I have seen the foolish taking root, but suddenly the curse came
on his house. 4Now his children have no safe place, and they are crushed
before the judges, for no one takes up their cause. 5 Their produce is taken
by him who has no food, and their grain goes to the poor, and he who is in
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need of water gets it from their spring. 6 For evil does not come out of the
dust, or trouble out of the earth; 7But trouble is man's fate from birth, as the
flames go up from the fire. 8But as for me, I would make my prayer to God,
and I would put my cause before him: 9Who does great things outside our
knowledge, wonders without number: 10Who gives rain on the earth, and
sends water on the fields: 11 Lifting up those who are low, and putting the
sad in a safe place; 12Who makes the designs of the wise go wrong, so that
they are unable to give effect to their purposes. 13He takes the wise in their
secret designs, and the purposes of the twisted are cut off suddenly. 14 In the
daytime it becomes dark for them, and in the sunlight they go feeling about
as if it was night. 15 But he keeps safe from their sword those who have no
father, and the poor from the power of the strong. 16 So the poor man has
hope, and the mouth of the evil-doer is stopped. 17 Truly, that man is happy
whohas training from thehandofGod: so donot let your heart be shut to the
teaching of the Ruler of all. 18For after his punishment he gives comfort, and
after wounding, his hands make you well. 19He will keep you safe from six
troubles, and in seven no evil will come near you. 20When there is need of
food he will keep you from death, and in war from the power of the sword.
21He will keep you safe from the evil tongue; and you will have no fear of
wasting when it comes. 22You will make sport of destruction and need, and
will have no fear of the beasts of the earth. 23 For you will be in agreement
with the stones of the earth, and the beasts of the field will be at peace with
you. 24And you will be certain that your tent is at peace, and after looking
over your property you will see that nothing is gone. 25 You will be certain
that your seed will be great, and your offspring like the plants of the earth.
26Youwill come toyour last resting-place in full strength, as thegrain is taken
up to the crushing-floor in its time. 27 See, we have made search with care,
and it is so; it has come to our ears; see that you take note of it for yourself.

6
1And Job made answer and said, 2 If only my passion might be measured,

and put into the scales against my trouble! 3 For then its weight would
be more than the sand of the seas: because of this my words have been
uncontrolled. 4 For the arrows of the Ruler of all are present with me, and
their poison goes deep intomy spirit: his armyof fears is put in order against
me. 5Does the ass of the fields give out his voice when he has grass? or does
the oxmake sounds over his food? 6Will aman take foodwhich has no taste
without salt? or is there any taste in the soft substance of purslain? 7My soul
has no desire for such things, they are as disease inmy food. 8 If only I might
have an answer to my prayer, and God would give me my desire! 9 If only
he would be pleased to put an end to me; and would let loose his hand, so
that I might be cut off! 10 So I would still have comfort, and I would have joy
in the pains of death, for I have not been false to the words of the Holy One.
11Have I strength to go on waiting, or have I any end to be looking forward
to? 12 Is my strength the strength of stones, or is my flesh brass? 13 I have no
help inmyself, andwisdom is completely gone fromme. 14Hewhose heart is
shut against his friend has given up the fear of the Ruler of all. 15My friends
have been false like a stream, like streams in the valleys which come to an
end: 16Which are dark because of the ice, and the snow falling into them;
17 Under the burning sun they are cut off, and come to nothing because of
the heat. 18 The camel-trains go out of their way; they go up into the waste
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and come to destruction. 19 The camel-trains of Tema were searching with
care, the bands of Sheba were waiting for them: 20 They were put to shame
because of their hope; they came and their hope was gone. 21 So have you
now become to me; you see my sad condition and are in fear. 22 Did I say,
Give me something? or, Make a payment for me out of your wealth? 23Or,
Get me out of the power of my hater? or, Give money so that I may be free
from the power of the cruel ones? 24 Give me teaching and I will be quiet;
and make me see my error. 25How pleasing are upright words! but what
force is there in your arguments? 26My words may seem wrong to you, but
the words of him who has no hope are for the wind. 27 Truly, you are such
as would give up the child of a deadman to his creditors, and would make a
profit out of your friend. 28Now then, let your eyes be turned tome, for truly
I will not saywhat is false to your face. 29Let yourminds be changed, and do
not have an evil opinion of me; yes, be changed, for my righteousness is still
in me. 30 Is there evil in my tongue? is not the cause of my trouble clear to
me?

7
1Has not man his ordered time of trouble on the earth? and are not his

days like the days of a servant working for payment? 2As a servant desiring
the shades of evening, and a workman looking for his payment: 3 So I have
for my heritage months of pain to no purpose, and nights of weariness are
given to me. 4When I go to my bed, I say, When will it be time to get up? but
the night is long, and I am turning from side to side till morning light. 5My
flesh is coveredwith worms and dust; my skin gets hard and then is cracked
again. 6My days go quicker than the cloth-worker's thread, and come to an
end without hope. 7O, keep in mind that my life is wind: my eye will never
again see good. 8 The eye of him who sees me will see me no longer: your
eyes will be looking forme, but I will be gone. 9A cloud comes to an end and
is gone; so hewho goes down into the underworld comes not up again. 10He
will not come back to his house, and his place will have nomore knowledge
of him. 11 So I will not keepmymouth shut; I will let the words come from it
in the pain of my spirit, my soul will make a bitter outcry. 12Am I a sea, or a
sea-beast, that you put awatch overme? 13When I say, Inmy bed I will have
comfort, there Iwill get rest frommydisease; 14Thenyou senddreams tome,
and visions of fear; 15 So that a hard death seems better to my soul than my
pains. 16 I have no desire for life, I would not be living for ever! Keep away
from me, for my days are as a breath. 17What is man, that you have made
him great, and that your attention is fixed on him, 18And that your hand is
on him every morning, and that you are testing him every minute? 19How
longwill it be before your eyes are turned away fromme, so that I may have
aminute's breathing-space? 20 If I havedonewrong,whathave I done to you,
O keeper of men? why have you made me a mark for your blows, so that I
am a weariness to myself? 21And why do you not take away my sin, and let
my wrongdoing be ended? for now I go down to the dust, and you will be
searching for mewith care, but I will be gone.

8
1 Then Bildad the Shuhite made answer and said, 2How long will you say

these things, and how long will the words of your mouth be like a strong
wind? 3 Does God give wrong decisions? or is the Ruler of all not upright
in his judging? 4 If your children have done evil against him, then their
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punishment is from his hand. 5 If you will make search for God with care,
and put your request before the Ruler of all; 6 If you are clean and upright;
then he will certainly be moved to take up your cause, and will make clear
your righteousness by building up your house again. 7 And though your
start was small, your end will be very great. 8 Put the question now to the
past generations, and give attention to what has been searched out by their
fathers: 9 (For we are but of yesterday, and have no knowledge, because our
days on earth are gone like a shade:) 10Will they not give you teaching, and
say words of wisdom to you? 11 Will the river-plant come up in its pride
without wet earth? will the grass get tall without water? 12When it is still
green, without being cut down, it becomes dry and dead before any other
plant. 13So is the end of all who do not keepGod inmind; and the hope of the
evil-doer comes to nothing: 14Whose support is cut off, andwhose hope is no
stronger than a spider's thread. 15He is looking to his family for support, but
it is not there; he puts his hope in it, but it comes to nothing. 16He is full of
strength before the sun, and his branches go out over his garden. 17His roots
are twisted round the stones, forcing their way in between them. 18 If he is
taken away from his place, then it will say, I have not seen you. 19Such is the
joy of hisway, andout of the dust another comesup to takehis place. 20Truly,
God will not give up him who is without sin, and will not take evil-doers by
the hand. 21 The time will come when your mouth will be full of laughing,
and cries of joy will come from your lips. 22Your haters will be clothed with
shame, and the tent of the sinner will not be seen again.

9
1 And Job made answer and said, 2 Truly, I see that it is so: and how is it

possible for a man to get his right before God? 3 If a man was desiring to
go to law with him, he would not be able to give him an answer to one out
of a thousand questions. 4 He is wise in heart and great in strength: who
ever made his face hard against him, and any good came of it? 5 It is he who
takes away the mountains without their knowledge, overturning them in
his wrath: 6Who is moving the earth out of its place, so that its pillars are
shaking: 7Who gives orders to the sun, and it does not give its light; andwho
keeps the stars from shining. 8 By whose hand the heavens were stretched
out, and who is walking on the waves of the sea: 9Who made the Bear and
Orion, and the Pleiades, and the store-houses of the south: 10Whodoes great
things not to be searched out; yes, wonders without number. 11 See, he goes
past me and I see him not: he goes on before, but I have no knowledge of
him. 12 If he puts out his hand to take, by whommay it be turned back? who
may say to him,What are you doing? 13God'swrathmay not be turned back;
the helpers of Rahab were bent down under him. 14How much less may I
give an answer to him, using the right words in argument with him? 15Even
if my cause was good, I would not be able to give an answer; I would make
request for grace from him who was against me. 16 If I had sent for him to
be present, and he had come, I would have no faith that he would give ear
to my voice. 17 For I would be crushed by his storm, my wounds would be
increasedwithout cause. 18Hewould not let me takemy breath, but I would
be full of bitter grief. 19 If it is a question of strength, he says, Here I am! and
if it is a question of a cause at law, he says, Who will give me a fixed day?
20 Though I was in the right, he would say that I was in the wrong; I have
done no evil; but he says that I am a sinner. 21 I have done no wrong; I give
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no thought to what becomes of me; I have no desire for life. 22 It is all the
same to me; so I say, He puts an end to the sinner and to him who has done
no wrong together. 23 If death comes suddenly through disease, he makes
sport of the fate of those who have done no wrong. 24The land is given into
the power of the evil-doer; the faces of its judges are covered; if not by him,
then who has done it? 25My days go quicker than a post-runner: they go in
flight, they see no good. 26 They go rushing on like reed-boats, like an eagle
dropping suddenly on its food. 27 If I say, I will putmy grief out ofmind, I will
letmy face be sad no longer and Iwill be bright; 28 I go in fear of allmy pains;
I am certain that I will not be free from sin in your eyes. 29 You will not let
me be clear of sin! why then do I take trouble for nothing? 30 If I amwashed
with snowwater, andmakemy hands cleanwith soap; 31Then youwill have
me pushed into the dust, so that I will seem disgusting to my very clothing.
32For he is not aman as I am, that I might give him an answer, that wemight
come together before a judge. 33 There is no one to give a decision between
us, who might have control over us. 34 Let him take away his rod from me
and not send his fear onme: 35Then I would saywhat is inmymindwithout
fear of him; for there is no cause of fear inmyself.

10
1My soul is tired of life; I will let my sad thoughts go free in words; my

soul will make a bitter outcry. 2 I will say to God, Do not put me down as a
sinner; make clear tomewhat you have againstme. 3What profit is it to you
to be cruel, to give up the work of your hands, looking kindly on the design
of evil-doers? 4Have you eyes of flesh, or do you see asman sees? 5Are your
days as the days of man, or your years like his, 6 That you take note of my
sin, searching after my wrongdoing, 7 Though you see that I am not an evil-
doer; and there is no onewho is able to take aman out of your hands? 8Your
handsmademe, and I was formed by you, but then, changing your purpose,
you gave me up to destruction. 9 O keep in mind that you made me out of
earth; and will you send me back again to dust? 10Was I not drained out
like milk, becoming hard like cheese? 11By you I was clothed with skin and
flesh, and joined together with bones and muscles. 12 You have been kind
to me, and your grace has been with me, and your care has kept my spirit
safe. 13But you kept these things in the secret of your heart; I am certain this
was in your thoughts: 14 That, if I did wrong, you would take note of it, and
would not make me clear from sin: 15 That, if I was an evil-doer, the curse
would come on me; and if I was upright, my head would not be lifted up,
being full of shameandovercomewith trouble. 16And that if therewas cause
for pride, youwould go after me like a lion; and again put out your wonders
against me: 17 That you would send new witnesses against me, increasing
yourwrath againstme, and letting loose new armies onme. 18Why then did
you make me come out of my mother's body? It would have been better for
me to have taken my last breath, and for no eye to have seen me, 19And for
me to have been as if I had not been; to have been taken from my mother's
body straight to my last resting-place. 20Are not the days of my life small in
number? Let your eyes be turned away from me, so that I may have a little
pleasure, 21 Before I go to the place from which I will not come back, to the
landwhere all is dark andblack, 22A landof thickdark,without order,where
the very light is dark.
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11
1ThenZophar theNaamathitemade answer and said, 2Are all thesewords

to go unanswered? and is a man seen to be right because he is full of talk?
3Areyourwordsofpride tomakemenkeepquiet? andareyou tomakesport,
with no one to put you to shame? 4 You may say, My way is clean, and I am
free from sin in your eyes. 5But if only Godwould take up theword, opening
his lips in argument with you; 6 And would make clear to you the secrets
of wisdom, and the wonders of his purpose! 7 Are you able to take God's
measure, tomakediscovery of the limits of the Ruler of all? 8They are higher
than heaven; what is there for you to do? deeper than the underworld, and
outside your knowledge; 9Longer inmeasure than the earth, andwider than
the sea. 10 If he goes on his way, shutting aman up and putting him to death,
who may make him go back from his purpose? 11For in his eyes men are as
nothing; he sees evil and takes note of it. 12And so a hollow-mindedmanwill
getwisdom,whena young ass of thefield gets teaching. 13But if youput your
heart right, stretching out your hands to him; 14 If you put far away the evil
of your hands, and let nowrongdoing have a place in your tent; 15Then truly
your face will be lifted up, with nomark of sin, and youwill be fixed in your
placewithout fear: 16For your sorrowwill go fromyourmemory, likewaters
flowing away: 17And your life will be brighter than day; though it is dark, it
will become like the morning. 18And you will be safe because there is hope;
after looking round, youwill take your rest in quiet; 19Sleeping with no fear
of danger; andmenwill bedesiring tohave grace in your eyes; 20But the eyes
of the evil-doers will be wasting away; their way of flight is gone, and their
only hope is the taking of their last breath.

12
1 And Job made answer and said, 2 No doubt you have knowledge, and

wisdomwill come to an endwith you. 3But I have amind aswell as you; I am
equal to you: yes, who has not knowledge of such things as these? 4 It seems
that I am to be as one who is a cause of laughing to his neighbour, one who
makes his prayer to God and is answered! the uprightmanwho has done no
wrong is to bemade sport of! 5 In the thought of himwho is in comfort there
is no respect for one who is in trouble; such is the fate of those whose feet
are slipping. 6 There is wealth in the tents of those who make destruction,
and those bywhomGod ismoved towrath are safe; even those whose god is
their strength. 7But put now a question to the beasts, and get teaching from
them; or to the birds of the heaven, and they will make it clear to you; 8Or
to the things which go flat on the earth, and they will give you wisdom; and
the fishes of the sea will give you news of it. 9Who does not see by all these
that the hand of the Lord has done this? 10 Inwhose hand is the soul of every
living thing, and the breath of all flesh ofman. 11Are notwords tested by the
ear, even as food is tasted by themouth? 12Oldmenhavewisdom, and a long
life gives knowledge. 13With him there is wisdom and strength; power and
knowledge are his. 14 Truly, there is no building up of what is pulled down
by him; when aman is shut up by him, no onemay let him loose. 15Truly, he
keeps back the waters and they are dry; he sends them out and the earth is
overturned. 16Withhimare strength andwisedesigns; hewho is guided into
error, together with his guide, are in his hands; 17He takes away thewisdom
of the wise guides, and makes judges foolish; 18 He undoes the chains of
kings, andputs his bandon them; 19Hemakes priests prisoners, overturning
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those in safepositions; 20Hemakes thewordsof responsiblepersonswithout
effect, and takes away the good sense of the old; 21He puts shame on chiefs,
and takes away the power of the strong; 22Uncovering deep things out of the
dark, and making the deep shade bright; 23 Increasing nations, and sending
destructionon them;makingwide the landsofpeoples, and thengiving them
up. 24He takes away the wisdom of the rulers of the earth, and sends them
wandering in a waste where there is no way. 25They go feeling about in the
dark without light, wandering without help like those overcomewith wine.

13
1Truly, my eye has seen all this, word of it has come to my ear, and I have

knowledge of it. 2The same things are in mymind as in yours; I am equal to
you. 3 But I would have talk with the Ruler of all, and my desire is to have
an argument with God. 4But you put a false face on things; all your attempts
to put things right are of no value. 5 If only you would keep quiet, it would
be a sign of wisdom! 6Give ear to the argument of mymouth, and take note
of the words of my lips. 7Will you say in God's name what is not right, and
put false words into his mouth? 8Will you have respect for God's person in
this cause, andput yourselves forwardashis supporters? 9Will it be good for
you tobe searchedoutbyhim, orhaveyou the thought that hemaybeguided
into error like a man? 10He will certainly put you right, if you have respect
for persons in secret. 11Will not his glory put you in fear, so that your hearts
will be overcome before him? 12 Your wise sayings are only dust, and your
strongplaces are only earth. 13Keepquiet, and letme saywhat is inmymind,
whatevermay come tome. 14 I will takemy flesh inmy teeth, and putmy life
in my hand. 15 Truly, he will put an end to me; I have no hope; but I will
not give way in argument before him; 16 And that will be my salvation, for
an evil-doer would not come before him, 17Give ear with care to my words,
and keep what I say in your minds. 18 See now, I have put my cause in order,
and I am certain that I will be seen to be right. 19 Is any one able to take up
the argument against me? If so, I would keep quiet and give up my breath.
20Only two things do not do tome, then I will come before your face: 21Take
your hand far away from me; and let me not be overcome by fear of you.
22Thenat the soundofyourvoice Iwill giveanswer; or letmeput forwardmy
cause for you to giveme an answer. 23What is the number of my evil-doings
and my sins? give me knowledge of them. 24Why is your face veiled from
me, as if I was numbered among your haters? 25Will you be hard on a leaf in
flight before thewind? will youmake a dry stemgomore quickly on itsway?
26Foryouputbitter thingsonrecordagainstme, andsendpunishmentonme
for the sins of my early years; 27And you put chains onmy feet, watching all
myways, andmaking a limit formy steps; 28Though aman comes to nothing
like a bit of dead wood, or like a robe which has become food for the worm.

14
1As for man, the son of woman, his days are short and full of trouble. 2He

comes out like a flower, and is cut down: he goes in flight like a shade, and is
never seen again. 3 Is it on such a one as this that your eyes arefixed,with the
purpose of judginghim? 4 If only a clean thingmight comeout of anunclean!
But it is not possible. 5 If his days are ordered, andyouhave knowledge of the
number of hismonths, having given him a fixed limit past which hemay not
go; 6Let your eyes be turned away from him, and take your hand from him,
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so that hemay have pleasure at the end of his day, like a servant working for
payment. 7 For there is hope of a tree; if it is cut down, it will come to life
again, and its branches will not come to an end. 8Though its root may be old
in the earth, and its cut-off endmay be dead in the dust; 9Still, at the smell of
water, it will make buds, and put out branches like a young plant. 10Butman
comes to his death and is gone: he gives up his spirit, andwhere is he? 11The
waters go from a pool, and a river becomes waste and dry; 12 So man goes
down to his last resting-place and comes not again: till the heavens come to
an end, theywill not be awake or comeout of their sleep. 13 If only youwould
keep me safe in the underworld, putting me in a secret place till your wrath
is past, giving me a fixed time when I might come to your memory again!
14 If death takes a man, will he come to life again? All the days of my trouble
I would be waiting, till the time came for me to be free. 15 At the sound of
your voice Iwould give an answer, and youwould have a desire for thework
of your hands. 16 For nowmy steps are numbered by you, and my sin is not
overlooked. 17My wrongdoing is corded up in a bag, and my sin is shut up
safe. 18But truly amountain falling comes to dust, and a rock is moved from
its place; 19The stones are crushed small by the force of the waters; the dust
of the earth is washed away by their overflowing: and so you put an end to
the hope of man. 20 You overcome him for ever, and he is gone; his face is
changed in death, and you send him away. 21His sons come to honour, and
he has no knowledge of it; they are made low, but he is not conscious of it.
22Only his flesh still has pain, and his soul is sad.

15
1AndEliphaz the Temanitemade answer and said, 2Will awisemanmake

answer with knowledge of no value, or will he give birth to the east wind?
3Will hemake arguments withwords inwhich is no profit, andwith sayings
which have no value? 4 Truly, you make the fear of God without effect, so
that the time of quiet worship before God is made less by your outcry. 5 For
yourmouth is guided by your sin, and you have taken the tongue of the false
for yourself. 6 It is by your mouth, even yours, that you are judged to be in
the wrong, and not by me; and your lips give witness against you. 7Were
you the first man to come into the world? or did you come into being before
the hills? 8Were you present at the secret meeting of God? and have you
taken all wisdom for yourself? 9What knowledge have you which we have
not? is there anything in yourmindwhich is not in ours? 10With us aremen
who are grey-haired and full of years, much older than your father. 11 Are
the comforts of God not enough for you, and the gentle wordwhichwas said
to you? 12Why is your heart uncontrolled, and why are your eyes lifted up;
13 So that you are turning your spirit against God, and letting such words go
out of your mouth? 14What is man, that he may be clean? and howmay the
son of woman be upright? 15Truly, he puts no faith in his holy ones, and the
heavens are not clean in his eyes; 16How much less one who is disgusting
and unclean, a man who takes in evil like water! 17 Take note and give ear
to my words; and I will say what I have seen: 18 (The things which wise men
have got from their fathers, and have not kept secret from us; 19 For only to
them was the land given, and no strange people were among them:) 20 The
evilman is in pain all his days, and the number of the years stored up for the
cruel is small. 21A sound of fear is in his ears; in time of peace destruction
will come on him: 22He has no hope of coming safe out of the dark, and his
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fate will be the sword; 23He is wandering about in search of bread, saying,
Where is it? and he is certain that the day of trouble is ready for him: 24He
is greatly in fear of the dark day, trouble and pain overcome him: 25Because
his hand is stretched out against God, and his heart is lifted up against the
Ruler of all, 26 Running against him like a man of war, covered by his thick
breastplate; even like a king ready for thefight, 27Because his face is covered
with fat, andhis bodyhas become thick; 28Andhehasmadehis resting-place
in the towns which have been pulled down, in houses where no man had a
right to be, whose fate was to becomemasses of brokenwalls. 29He does not
getwealth for himself, and is unable to keepwhat he has got; the heads of his
grain are not bent down to the earth. 30He does not come out of the dark; his
branches are burned by the flame, and the wind takes away his bud. 31 Let
him not put his hope in what is false, falling into error: for he will get deceit
as his reward. 32His branch is cut off before its time, and his leaf is no longer
green. 33He is likeavinewhosegrapesdonot come to full growth, oranolive-
tree dropping its flowers. 34For the band of the evil-doers gives no fruit, and
the tents of thosewho givewrong decisions for reward are burnedwith fire.
35Evil hasmade themwith child, and they give birth to trouble; and the fruit
of their body is shame for themselves.

16
1And Jobmade answer and said, 2Such things have frequently come tomy

ears: you are comforters who only give trouble. 3May words which are like
the wind be stopped? or what is troubling you to make answer to them? 4 It
would not be hard for me to say such things if your souls were in my soul's
place; joining words together against you, and shaking my head at you: 5 I
might give you strength with my mouth, and not keep back the comfort of
my lips. 6 If I say what is in mymind, my pain becomes no less: and if I keep
quiet, how much of it goes from me? 7 But now he has overcome me with
weariness and fear, and I am in the grip of all my trouble. 8 It has come up as
a witness against me, and the wasting of my flesh makes answer to my face.
9 I am broken by his wrath, and his hate has gone after me; he has made his
teeth sharp againstme: myhaters are looking onmewith cruel eyes; 10Their
mouths are openwideagainstme; theblowsof his bitterwords are falling on
my face; all of themcome together in amass againstme. 11Godgivesmeover
to the power of sinners, sendingmeviolently into thehands of evil-doers. 12 I
was in comfort, but I have been broken up by his hands; he has takenme by
theneck, shakingme to bits; he has putmeupas amark for his arrows. 13His
bowmen come round about me; their arrows go through my body without
mercy; my life is drained out on the earth. 14 I am broken with wound after
wound; he comes rushing onme like a man of war. 15 I have made haircloth
the clothing of my skin, and my horn is rolled in the dust. 16My face is red
with weeping, and my eyes are becoming dark; 17 Though my hands have
done no violent acts, and my prayer is clean. 18O earth, let not my blood be
covered, and let my cry have no resting-place! 19Even nowmywitness is in
heaven, and the supporter of my cause is on high. 20My friends make sport
ofme; to Godmy eyes areweeping, 21So that hemay give decision for aman
in his causewith God, and between a son ofman and his neighbour. 22For in
a short time I will take the journey fromwhich I will not come back.
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17
1 My spirit is broken, my days are ended, the last resting-place is ready

for me. 2 Truly, those who make sport of me are round about me, and my
eyes become dark because of their bitter laughing. 3 Be pleased, now, to be
responsible for me to yourself; for there is no other who will put his hand
in mine. 4 You have kept their hearts from wisdom: for this cause you will
not give them honour. 5 As for him who is false to his friend for a reward,
light will be cut off from the eyes of his children. 6He has made me a word
of shame to the peoples; I have become a mark for their sport. 7My eyes
have become dark because ofmy pain, and all my body is wasted to a shade.
8Theupright are surprisedat this, andhewhohasdonenowrong is troubled
because of the evil-doers. 9Still the upright keeps onhisway, andhewhohas
clean hands gets new strength. 10But come back, now, all of you, come; and
I will not see a wise man among you. 11My days are past, my purposes are
broken off, even the desires ofmyheart. 12They are changing night into day;
they say, The light is near the dark. 13 If I am waiting for the underworld as
my house, if I have made my bed in the dark; 14 If I say to the earth, You are
my father; and to the worm, My mother and my sister; 15Where then is my
hope? and who will see my desire? 16Will they go down with me into the
underworld? Will we go down together into the dust?

18
1 Then Bildad the Shuhite made answer and said, 2 How long will it be

before you have done talking? Get wisdom, and then we will say what is
in our minds. 3Why do we seem as beasts in your eyes, and as completely
without knowledge? 4 But come back, now, come: you who are wounding
yourself in your passion, will the earth be given up because of you, or a rock
be moved out of its place? 5 For the light of the sinner is put out, and the
flame of his fire is not shining. 6 The light is dark in his tent, and the light
shining over him is put out. 7The steps of his strength become short, and by
his design destruction overtakes him. 8His feet take him into the net, and
he goes walking into the cords. 9His foot is taken in the net; he comes into
its grip. 10 The twisted cord is put secretly in the earth to take him, and the
cord is placed in his way. 11He is overcome by fears on every side, they go
after him at every step. 12His strength is made feeble for need of food, and
destruction iswaiting for his falling footstep. 13His skin iswasted bydisease,
and his body is food for the worst of diseases. 14He is pulled out of his tent
where hewas safe, andhe is taken away to the king of fears. 15 In his tentwill
be seen thatwhich is not his, burning stone is droppedonhis house. 16Under
the earth his roots are dry, and over it his branch is cut off. 17His memory
is gone from the earth, and in the open country there is no knowledge of his
name. 18He is sent away from the light into the dark; he is forced out of the
world. 19He has no offspring or family among his people, and in his living-
place there is no one of his name. 20At his fate those of thewest are shocked,
and those of the east are overcome with fear. 21 Truly, these are the houses
of the sinner, and this is the place of himwho has no knowledge of God.

19
1And Job made answer and said, 2How long will you make my life bitter,

crushingmewithwords? 3Ten timesnowyouhavemadesport ofme; it gives
youno senseof shame todomewrong. 4And, truly, if I havebeen inerror, the
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effect of my error is only on myself. 5 If you make yourselves great against
me, using my punishment as an argument against me, 6Be certain that it is
Godwho has donemewrong, and has takenme in his net. 7Truly, I make an
outcry against the violent man, but there is no answer: I give a cry for help,
but no one takes upmy cause. 8Myway iswalled up by him so that Imay not
go by: he has made my roads dark. 9He has put off my glory from me, and
taken the crown from my head. 10 I am broken down by him on every side,
and Iamgone;myhope isuprooted likea tree. 11Hiswrath isburningagainst
me, and I am to himas one of his haters. 12His armies come on together, they
make their road high against me, and put up their tents round mine. 13He
has taken my brothers far away from me; they have seen my fate and have
becomestrange tome. 14Myrelationsandmynear friendshavegivenmeup,
and those living inmy house have put me out of their minds. 15 I am strange
tomywomen-servants, and seem to themas one from another country. 16At
my cry my servant gives me no answer, and I have to make a prayer to him.
17Mybreath is strange tomywife, and I am disgusting to the offspring ofmy
mother's body. 18Even young children have no respect forme; when I get up
their backs are turned onme. 19All themen ofmy circle keep away fromme;
and those dear to me are turned against me. 20My bones are joined to my
skin, and I have got awaywithmyflesh inmy teeth. 21Have pity onme, have
pity onme, Omy friends! for the hand of God is onme. 22Why are you cruel
tome, like God, for ever saying evil againstme? 23 If onlymywordsmight be
recorded! if they might be put in writing in a book! 24And with an iron pen
and lead be cut into the rock for ever! 25 But I am certain that he who will
take up my cause is living, and that in time to come he will take his place on
the dust; 26And ... without my flesh I will see God; 27Whom I will see on my
side, and not as one strange to me. My heart is broken with desire. 28 If you
say, How cruel we will be to him! because the root of sin is clearly in him:
29Be in fear of the sword, for the sword is the punishment for such things, so
that youmay be certain that there is a judge.

20
1 Then Zophar the Naamathite made answer and said, 2 For this cause

my thoughts are troubling me and driving me on. 3 I have to give ear
to arguments which put me to shame, and your answers to me are wind
without wisdom. 4Have you knowledge of this from early times, whenman
was placed on the earth, 5That the pride of the sinner is short, and the joy of
the evil-doer but for a minute? 6 Though he is lifted up to the heavens, and
his head goes up to the clouds; 7Like thewaste from his body he comes to an
end for ever: those who have seen him say, Where is he? 8He is gone like a
dream, and is not seen again; he goes in flight like a vision of the night. 9The
eyewhich sawhimsees himno longer; andhis placehasnomore knowledge
of him. 10His children are hoping that the poor will be kind to them, and his
hands give back hiswealth. 11His bones are full of young strength, but it will
go down with him into the dust. 12Though evil-doing is sweet in his mouth,
and he keeps it secretly under his tongue; 13 Though he takes care of it, and
does not let it go, but keeps it still in his mouth; 14His food becomes bitter in
his stomach; the poison of snakes is inside him. 15He takes down wealth as
food, and sends it up again; it is forced out of his stomach by God. 16He takes
the poison of snakes into his mouth, the tongue of the snake is the cause of
his death. 17Let him not see the rivers of oil, the streams of honey andmilk.
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18He is forced to give back the fruit of his work, andmay not take it for food;
he has no joy in the profit of his trading. 19Because he has been cruel to the
poor, turning away from them in their trouble; because he has taken a house
by force which he did not put up; 20There is no peace for him in his wealth,
and no salvation for him in those things in which he took delight. 21He had
never enough for his desire; for this cause his well-being will quickly come
to an end. 22Even when his wealth is great, he is full of care, for the hand of
everyonewho is in trouble is turned against him. 23God gives himhis desire,
and sends the heat of his wrath on him, making it come down on him like
rain. 24Hemaygo inflight from the iron spear, but the arrow from thebowof
brasswill go through him; 25He is pulling it out, and it comes out of his back;
and its shining point comes out of his side; he is overcome by fears. 26All his
wealth is storedup for the dark: a firenotmadebyman sends destruction on
him, and on everything in his tent. 27Theheavensmake clear his sin, and the
earth gives witness against him. 28 The produce of his house is taken away
into another country, like things given into the hands of others in the day of
wrath. 29This is the reward of the evil man, and the heritage given to him by
God.

21
1Then Job made answer and said, 2Give attention with care to my words;

and let this be your comfort. 3 Let me say what is in my mind, and after
that, go on making sport of me. 4 As for me, is my outcry against man? is
it then to be wondered at if my spirit is troubled? 5 Take note of me and be
full of wonder, put your hand on your mouth. 6At the very thought of it my
flesh is shaking with fear. 7Why is life given to the evil-doers? why do they
become old and strong in power? 8 Their children are ever with them, and
their offspring before their eyes. 9 Their houses are free from fear, and the
rod of God does not come on them. 10 Their ox is ready at all times to give
seed; their cow gives birth, without dropping her young. 11 They send out
their young ones like a flock, and their children have pleasure in the dance,
12 They make songs to the instruments of music, and are glad at the sound
of the pipe. 13 Their days come to an end without trouble, and suddenly
they go down to the underworld. 14Though they said to God, Go away from
us, for we have no desire for the knowledge of your ways. 15 What is the
Ruler of all, that we may give him worship? and what profit is it to us to
make prayer to him? 16 Truly, is not their well-being in their power? (The
purpose of the evil-doers is far fromme.) 17How frequently is the light of the
evil-doers put out, or does trouble come on them? how frequently does his
wrath take themwith cords? 18How frequently are they as dry stems before
the wind, or as grass taken away by the storm-wind? 19 You say, God keeps
punishment stored up for his children. Let him send it on the man himself,
so that he may have the punishment of it! 20 Let his eyes see his trouble,
and let him be full of the wrath of the Ruler of all! 21 For what interest has
he in his house after him, when the number of his months is ended? 22 Is
anyone able to give teaching to God? for he is the judge of those who are on
high. 23One comes to his end in complete well-being, full of peace and quiet:
24His buckets are full of milk, and there is no loss of strength in his bones.
25And another comes to his endwith a bitter soul, without ever tasting good.
26 Together they go down to the dust, and are covered by the worm. 27 See,
I am conscious of your thoughts, and of your violent purposes against me;
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28 For you say, Where is the house of the ruler, and where is the tent of the
evil-doer? 29Have you not put the question to the travellers, and do you not
take note of their experience? 30How the evil man goes free in the day of
trouble, and has salvation in the day of wrath? 31Who will make his way
clear to his face? and if he has done a thing, who gives him punishment for
it? 32He is taken tohis last resting-place, andkeepswatchover it. 33Theearth
of the valley covering his bones is sweet to him, and all men come after him,
as therewere unnumbered before him. 34Why then do you giveme comfort
with words in which there is no profit, when you see that there is nothing in
your answers but deceit?

22
1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite made answer and said, 2 Is it possible for a

man tobe of profit toGod? No, for aman'swisdom is only of profit to himself.
3 Is it of any interest to the Ruler of all that you are upright? or is it of use to
him that yourways arewithout sin? 4 Is it because you give him honour that
he is sending punishment on you and is judging you? 5 Is not your evil-doing
great? and there is no end to your sins. 6 For you have taken your brother's
goods when he was not in your debt, and have taken away the clothing of
those who have need of it. 7 You do not give water to the tired traveller,
and from him who has no food you keep back bread. 8 For it was the man
with power who had the land, and the man with an honoured name who
was living in it. 9 You have sent widows away without hearing their cause,
and you have taken away the support of the child who has no father. 10 For
this cause nets are round your feet, and you are overcomewith sudden fear.
11Your light is made dark so that you are unable to see, and you are covered
by a mass of waters. 12 Is not God as high as heaven? and see the stars, how
high they are! 13And you say, What knowledge has God? is he able to give
decisions through thedeepdark? 14Thick clouds are coveringhim, so that he
is unable to see; and he iswalking on the arch of heaven. 15Will you keep the
old way by which evil men went? 16Who were violently taken away before
their time, who were overcome by the rush of waters: 17Who said to God,
Go away from us; and, What is the Ruler of all able to do to us? 18 Though
hemade their houses full of good things: but the purpose of the evil-doers is
far from me! 19 The upright saw it and were glad: and those who had done
nowrongmade sport of them, 20Saying, Truly, their substance is cut off, and
their wealth is food for the fire. 21 Put yourself now in a right relation with
him and be at peace: so will you do well in your undertakings. 22Be pleased
to take teaching fromhismouth, and let hiswords be storedup in yourheart.
23 If you come back to the Ruler of all, making yourself low before him; if
you put evil far away from your tents; 24And put your gold in the dust, even
your gold of Ophir among the rocks of the valleys; 25 Then the Ruler of all
will be your gold, and his teaching will be your silver; 26 For then you will
have delight in the Ruler of all, and your face will be lifted up to God. 27You
will make your prayer to him, and be answered; and you will give effect to
your oaths. 28 Your purposes will come about, and light will be shining on
yourways. 29For Godmakes low thosewhose hearts are lifted up, but he is a
saviour to the poor in spirit. 30He makes safe the man who is free from sin,
and if your hands are clean, salvation will be yours.



Job 23:1 528 Job 24:19

23
1And Jobmade answer and said, 2Even todaymy outcry is bitter; his hand

is hard onmy sorrow. 3 If only I hadknowledge ofwherehemight be seen, so
that Imight comeeven tohis seat! 4 Iwouldputmycause inorderbeforehim,
and my mouth would be full of arguments. 5 I would see what his answers
would be, andhave knowledge ofwhat hewould say tome. 6Would hemake
use of his great power to overcome me? No, but he would give attention to
me. 7There an upright manmight put his cause before him; and I would be
free for ever frommy judge. 8See, I go forward, but he is not there; and back,
but I do not see him; 9 I am looking for him on the left hand, but there is no
sign of him; and turning to the right, I am not able to see him. 10 For he has
knowledge of theway I take; after I have been tested Iwill comeout like gold.
11My feet have gone in his steps; I have kept in his way, without turning to
one side or to the other. 12 I have never gone against the orders of his lips; the
words of his mouth have been stored up in my heart. 13 But his purpose is
fixed and there is no changing it; and he gives effect to the desire of his soul.
14For what has been ordered forme by himwill be gone through to the end:
and hismind is full of such designs. 15For this cause I am in fear before him,
my thoughts of him overcomeme. 16For God hasmademy heart feeble, and
mymind is troubled before theRuler of all. 17For I amovercomeby the dark,
and by the black night which is coveringmy face.

24
1Why are times not stored up by the Ruler of all, and why do those who

have knowledge of him not see his days? 2 The landmarks are changed by
evilmen, they violently take away flocks, togetherwith their keepers. 3They
send away the ass of him who has no father, they take the widow's ox for
debt. 4 The crushed are turned out of the way; all the poor of the earth go
into a secret place together. 5Like asses in thewaste land they go out to their
work, looking for foodwith care; from thewaste land they get bread for their
children. 6 They get mixed grain from the field, and they take away the late
fruit from the vines of those who have wealth. 7They take their rest at night
without clothing, and have no cover in the cold. 8They are wet with the rain
of the mountains, and get into the cracks of the rock for cover. 9 The child
without a father is forced from its mother's breast, and they take the young
childrenof thepoor fordebt. 10Others goaboutwithout clothing, and though
they have no food, they get in the grain from the fields. 11Between the lines
of olive-trees they make oil; though they have no drink, they are crushing
out the grapes. 12 From the town come sounds of pain from those who are
near death, and the soul of the wounded is crying out for help; but God does
not take note of their prayer. 13 Then there are those who are haters of the
light, who have no knowledge of its ways, and do not go in them. 14He who
is purposing death gets up before day, so that he may put to death the poor
and those in need. 15And the man whose desire is for the wife of another is
waiting for the evening, saying, No eyewill seeme; andheputs a cover onhis
face. And in thenight the thief goesabout; 16 In thedarkhemakesholes in the
walls ofhouses: in thedaytime theyare shutting themselvesup, theyhaveno
knowledge of the light. 17 For the middle of the night is as morning to them,
they are not troubled by the fear of the dark. 18 They go quickly on the face
of thewaters; their heritage is cursed in the earth; the steps of the crusher of
grapes are not turned to their vine-garden. 19Snowwaters become drywith
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the heat: so do sinners go down into the underworld. 20 The public place of
his town has no more knowledge of him, and his name has gone from the
memory of men: he is rooted up like a dead tree. 21 He is not kind to the
widow, and he has no pity for her child. 22But God by his power gives long
life to the strong; he gets up again, though he has no hope of life. 23He takes
away his fear of danger and gives him support; and his eyes are on his ways.
24For a short time they are lifted up; then they are gone; they are made low,
theyarepulledoff like fruit, and like theheadsof grain theyarecutoff. 25And
if it is not so, now, who will make it clear that my words are false, and that
what I say is of no value?

25
1 Then Bildad the Shuhite made answer and said, 2 Rule and power are

his; he makes peace in his high places. 3 Is it possible for his armies to be
numbered? and on whom is not his light shining? 4How then is it possible
for man to be upright before God? or how may he be clean who is a son of
woman? 5See, even themoon is not bright, and the stars are not clean in his
eyes: 6How much less man who is an insect, and the son of man who is a
worm!

26
1 Then Job made answer and said, 2How have you given help to him who

has no power! how have you been the salvation of the arm which has no
strength! 3How have you given teaching to him who has no wisdom, and
fully made clear true knowledge! 4 To whom have your words been said?
and whose spirit came out from you? 5 The shades in the underworld are
shaking; thewaters and those living in them. 6Theunderworld is uncovered
before him, and Destruction has no veil. 7By his hand the north is stretched
out in space, and the earth is hanging on nothing. 8 By him the waters are
shut up in his thick clouds, and the cloud does not giveway under them. 9By
him the face of his high seat is veiled, andhis cloud stretchedout over it. 10By
him a circle is marked out on the face of the waters, to the limits of the light
and the dark. 11The pillars of heaven are shaking, and are overcome by his
sharp words. 12 By his power the sea was made quiet; and by his wisdom
Rahabwaswounded. 13By hiswind the heavens become bright: by his hand
thequicklymoving snakewas cut through. 14See, theseareonly theoutskirts
of his ways; and how small is that which comes to our ears about him! But
the thunder of his acts of power is outside all knowledge.

27
1 And Job again took up the word and said, 2 By the life of God, who has

taken away my right; and of the Ruler of all, who has made my soul bitter;
3 (For allmybreath is still inme, and the spirit of God ismy life;) 4Truly, there
is no deceit in my lips, and my tongue does not say what is false. 5 Let it be
far fromme! I will certainly not say that you are right! I will come to death
before I give up my righteousness. 6 I will keep it safe, and will not let it go:
my heart has nothing to say against any part ofmy life. 7Letmy hater be like
the evilman, and let himwhocomes againstmebeas the sinner. 8Forwhat is
thehopeof the sinnerwhenhe is cut off,whenGod takes backhis soul? 9Will
his cry come to the ears of God when he is in trouble? 10Will he take delight
in the Ruler of all, and make his prayer to God at all times? 11 I will give you
teaching about the hand of God; Iwill not keep secret fromyouwhat is in the
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mind of the Ruler of all. 12 Truly, you have all seen it yourselves; why then
have you become completely foolish? 13 This is the punishment of the evil-
doer fromGod, and the heritage given to the cruel by the Ruler of all. 14 If his
children are increased, it is for the sword; and his offspring have not enough
bread. 15When those of his house who are still living come to their end by
disease, they arenot put into the earth, and theirwidowsarenotweeping for
them. 16 Though he may get silver together like dust, and make ready great
stores of clothing; 17Hemayget themready, but theuprightwill put themon,
andhewho is free fromsinwill take the silver for aheritage. 18His househas
no more strength than a spider's thread, or a watchman's tent. 19He goes to
rest full of wealth, but does so for the last time: on opening his eyes, he sees
it there no longer. 20Fears overtake him like rushing waters; in the night the
storm-wind takes him away. 21 The east wind takes him up and he is gone;
he is forced violently out of his place. 22God sends his arrows against him
without mercy; he goes in flight before his hand. 23Men make signs of joy
because of him, driving him from his place with sounds of hissing.

28
1 Truly there is a mine for silver, and a place where gold is washed out.

2 Iron is taken out of the earth, and stone is changed into brass by the fire.
3Man puts an end to the dark, searching out to the farthest limit the stones
of the deep places of the dark. 4He makes a deep mine far away from those
living in the light of day; when they go about on the earth, they have no
knowledge of those who are under them, who are hanging far from men,
twisting from side to side on a cord. 5 As for the earth, bread comes out of
it; but under its face it is turned up as if by fire. 6 Its stones are the place
of sapphires, and it has dust of gold. 7No bird has knowledge of it, and the
hawk's eye has never seen it. 8The great beasts havenot gone over it, and the
cruel lion has not taken that way. 9Man puts out his hand on the hard rock,
overturningmountains by the roots. 10Hemakes deepways, cut through the
rock, andhis eye sees everything of value. 11Hekeeps back the streams from
flowing, and makes the secret things come out into the light. 12 But where
may wisdom be seen? and where is the resting-place of knowledge? 13Man
has not seen the way to it, and it is not in the land of the living. 14 The deep
waters say, It is not in me: and the sea says, It is not with me. 15 Gold may
not be given for it, or a weight of silver in payment for it. 16 It may not be
valued with the gold of Ophir, with the onyx of great price, or the sapphire.
17 Gold and glass are not equal to it in price, and it may not be exchanged
for jewels of the best gold. 18There is no need to say anything about coral or
crystal; and the value ofwisdom is greater than that of pearls. 19The topaz of
Ethiopia is not equal to it, and itmaynotbevaluedwith thebest gold. 20From
where thendoeswisdomcome, andwhere is the resting-placeofknowledge?
21 For it is kept secret from the eyes of all living, unseen by the birds of the
air. 22Destruction and Death say, We have only had word of it with our ears.
23God has knowledge of the way to it, and of its resting-place; 24For his eyes
go to the ends of the earth, and he sees everything under heaven. 25When
hemade a weight for the wind, measuring out the waters; 26When hemade
a law for the rain, and a way for the thunder-flames; 27 Then he saw it, and
put it on record; he gave it its fixed form, searching it out completely. 28And
he said toman, Truly the fear of the Lord is wisdom, and to keep from evil is
the way to knowledge.
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29
1And Jobagain tookup thewordand said, 2 If only Imight againbe as Iwas

in the months which are past, in the days when God was watching over me!
3Whenhis lightwas shiningovermyhead, andwhenIwent through thedark
by his light. 4As I was in my flowering years, when my tent was covered by
the hand of God; 5While the Ruler of all was still with me, and my children
were round me; 6When my steps were washed with milk, and rivers of oil
were flowing out of the rock forme. 7When Iwent out ofmy door to go up to
the town, and tookmy seat in the public place, 8The youngmen sawme, and
went away, and the old men got up from their seats; 9The rulers kept quiet,
andput their hands on theirmouths; 10The chiefs kept back theirwords, and
their tongues were joined to the roofs of their mouths. 11 For when it came
to their ears, men said that I was truly happy; andwhen their eyes saw, they
gave witness to me; 12 For I was a saviour to the poor when he was crying
for help, to the child with no father, and to himwho had no supporter. 13The
blessing of himwhowas near to destruction came onme, and I put a song of
joy into the widow's heart. 14 I put on righteousness as my clothing, and was
full of it; right decisions were to me a robe and a head-dress. 15 I was eyes to
the blind, and feet to him who had no power of walking. 16 I was a father to
the poor, searching out the cause of himwhowas strange tome. 17Byme the
great teeth of the evil-doerwerebroken, and Imadehimgiveupwhat hehad
violently taken away. 18Then I said, I will come to my end with my children
round me, my days will be as the sand in number; 19My root will be open
to the waters, and the night mist will be on my branches, 20My glory will be
ever new, and my bow will be readily bent in my hand. 21Men gave ear to
me, waiting and keeping quiet for my suggestions. 22After I had said what
was inmymind, theywere quiet and let mywords go deep into their hearts;
23Theywerewaiting forme as for the rain, opening theirmouthswide as for
the spring rains. 24 I was laughing at them when they had no hope, and the
light of my face was never clouded by their fear. 25 I tookmy place as a chief,
guiding them on their way, and I was as a king among his army. ...

30
1 But now those who are younger than I make sport of me; those whose

fathers I would not have put with the dogs of my flocks. 2Of what use is the
strength of their hands tome? all force is gone from them. 3They arewasted
for need of food, biting the dry earth; their only hope of life is in the waste
land. 4They are pulling off the salt leaves from the brushwood, andmaking
a meal of roots. 5 They are sent out from among their townsmen, men are
crying after them as thieves 6They have to get a resting-place in the hollows
of the valleys, in holes of the earth and rocks. 7 They make noises like asses
among the brushwood; they get together under the thorns. 8 They are sons
of shame, and ofmenwithout a name, who have been forced out of the land.
9And now I have become their song, and I am a word of shame to them. 10 I
am disgusting to them; they keep away from me, and put marks of shame
on me. 11 For he has made loose the cord of my bow, and put me to shame;
he has sent down my flag to the earth before me. 12 The lines of his men of
warput themselves inorder, andmakehigh theirwaysofdestructionagainst
me: 13 They have made waste my roads, with a view to my destruction; his
bowmencomeroundaboutme; 14As throughawidebrokenplace in thewall
they come on, I am overturned by the shock of their attack. 15 Fears have
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come on me; my hope is gone like the wind, and my well-being like a cloud.
16 But now my soul is turned to water in me, days of trouble overtake me:
17The flesh is gone frommy bones, and they giveme no rest; there is no end
tomy pains. 18With great force he takes a grip of my clothing, pullingme by
the neck of my coat. 19 Truly God has made me low, even to the earth, and
I have become like dust. 20 You give no answer to my cry, and take no note
of my prayer. 21 You have become cruel to me; the strength of your hand is
hard on me. 22 Lifting me up, you make me go on the wings of the wind; I
am broken up by the storm. 23 For I am certain that you will send me back
to death, and to the meeting-place ordered for all living. 24Has not my hand
been stretched out in help to the poor? have I not been a saviour to him in
his trouble? 25Have I not been weeping for the crushed? and was not my
soul sad for him who was in need? 26 For I was looking for good, and evil
came; I waswaiting for light, and it became dark. 27My feelings are strongly
moved, and givemeno rest; days of trouble have overtakenme. 28 I go about
indarkclothing, uncomforted; I getup in thepublicplace, cryingout forhelp.
29 I have become a brother to the jackals, and go about in the company of
ostriches. 30Myskin is black anddropping offme; andmybones are burning
with the heat ofmy disease. 31Andmymusic has been turned to sorrow, and
the sound of my pipe into the noise of weeping.

31
1 I made an agreement with my eyes; how then might my eyes be looking

on a virgin? 2Forwhat is God's reward fromonhigh, or the heritage givenby
theRuler of all fromheaven? 3 Is it not trouble for the sinner, anddestruction
for the evil-doers? 4 Does he not see my ways, and are not my steps all
numbered? 5 If I have gone in false ways, or my foot has been quick in
working deceit; 6 (Let me be measured in upright scales, and let God see my
righteousness:) 7 If my steps have been turned out of the way, or if my heart
went after my eyes, or if the property of another is in my hands; 8 Let me
put seed in the earth for another to have the fruit of it, and let my produce
be uprooted. 9 If my heart went after another man's wife, or if I was waiting
secretly atmyneighbour's door; 10Then letmywife give pleasure to another
man and let others make use of her body. 11 For that would be a crime; it
wouldbeanact forwhichpunishmentwouldbemeasuredout by the judges:
12 It would be a fire burning even to destruction, and taking away all my
produce. 13 If I did wrong in the cause of my man-servant, or my woman-
servant, when they went to law with me; 14What then will I do when God
comes asmy judge? andwhat answermay I give to his questions? 15Did not
God make him as well as me? did he not give us life in our mothers' bodies?
16 If I kept back the desire of the poor; if thewidow's eyewas looking for help
to no purpose; 17 If I kept my food for myself, and did not give some of it to
the childwith no father; 18 (For Iwas cared for byGod as by a father frommy
earliest days; he was my guide from the body of my mother;) 19 If I saw one
near to death for need of clothing, and that the poor had nothing covering
him; 20 If his back did not give me a blessing, and the wool of my sheep did
not make him warm; 21 If my hand had been lifted up against him who had
done no wrong, when I saw that I was supported by the judges; 22May my
arm be pulled frommy body, and be broken from its base. 23 For the fear of
God kept me back, and because of his power I might not do such things. 24 If
I made gold my hope, or if I ever said to the best gold, I have put my faith in
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you; 25 If I was glad becausemywealth was great, and becausemy hand had
got together a great store; 26 If, when I saw the sun shining, and the moon
moving on its bright way, 27A secret feeling of worship came into my heart,
and my hand gave kisses frommymouth; 28That would have been another
sin to be rewarded with punishment by the judges; for I would have been
false to God on high. 29 If I was glad at the trouble ofmy hater, and gave cries
of joy when evil overtook him; 30 (For I did not let mymouth give way to sin,
in putting a curse on his life;) 31 If the men of my tent did not say, Who has
not had fullmeasure of hismeat? 32The traveller did not take his night's rest
in the street, andmy doors were open to anyone on a journey; 33 If I kept my
evil doings covered, and my sin in the secret of my breast, 34 For fear of the
great body of people, or for fear that familiesmightmake sport ofme, so that
I kept quiet, and did not go out of my door; 35 If only God would give ear to
me, and the Ruler of all would give me an answer! or if what he has against
me had been put in writing! 36Truly I would take up the book in my hands;
it would be to me as a crown; 37 I would make clear the number of my steps,
I would put it before him like a prince! The words of Job are ended. 38 If
my land has made an outcry against me, or the ploughed earth has been in
sorrow; 39 If I have taken its produce without payment, causing the death of
its owners; 40Then inplace of grain let thorns comeup, and inplace of barley
evil-smelling plants.

32
1 So these three men gave no more answers to Job, because he seemed to

himself to be right. 2And Elihu, the son of Barachel the Buzite, of the family
of Ram, was angry, burning with wrath against Job, because he seemed to
himself more right than God; 3 And he was angry with his three friends,
because theyhadbeenunable to give himananswer, andhadnotmade Job's
sin clear. 4 Now Elihu had kept quiet while Job was talking, because they
were older than he; 5And when Elihu saw that there was no answer in the
mouth of the three men, he was very angry. 6And Elihu, the son of Barachel
the Buzite, made answer and said, I am young, and you are very old, so I was
in fear, and kept myself from putting my knowledge before you. 7 I said to
myself, It is right for the old to say what is in their minds, and for those who
are far on in years to give out wisdom. 8But truly it is the spirit inman, even
the breath of the Ruler of all, which gives them knowledge. 9 It is not the
old who are wise, and those who are full of years have not the knowledge of
what is right. 10So I say, Give ear tome, and Iwill put forwardmyknowledge.
11 I was waiting for your words, I was giving ear to your wise sayings; while
you were searching out what to say, 12 I was taking note; and truly not one
of you was able to make clear Job's error, or to give an answer to his words.
13 Take care that you do not say, Wisdom is here; God may overcome him,
but not man. 14 I will not put forward words like these, or make use of your
sayings in answer to him. 15 Fear has overcome them, they have no more
answers to give; they have come to an end of words. 16 And am I to go on
waiting while they have nothing to say? while they keep quiet and give no
more answers? 17 I will give my answer; I will put forward my knowledge:
18For I am full of words, I am unable to keep in my breath any longer: 19My
stomach is like winewhich is unable to get out; like skins full of newwine, it
is almost burst. 20Let me say what is in my mind, so that I may get comfort;
let me give answer with open mouth. 21Let me not give respect to any man,
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or give names of honour to any living. 22 For I am not able to give names of
honour to anyman; and if I did, myMaker would quickly takeme away.

33
1 And now, O Job, give ear to my words, and take note of all I say. 2 See,

nowmymouth is open,my tongue gives outwords. 3Myheart is overflowing
with knowledge, my lips say what is true. 4 The spirit of God has made me,
and the breath of the Ruler of all gives me life. 5 If you are able, give me an
answer; put your cause in order, and come forward. 6 See, I am the same
as you are in the eyes of God; I was cut off from the same bit of wet earth.
7 Fear of me will not overcome you, and my hand will not be hard on you.
8 But you said in my hearing, and your voice came to my ears: 9 I am clean,
without sin; I amwashed, and there is no evil in me: 10 See, he is looking for
something against me; in his eyes I am as one of his haters; 11He puts chains
onmy feet; he iswatching allmyways. 12Truly, in saying this you arewrong;
for God is greater than man. 13Why do you put forward your cause against
him, saying, He gives no answer to any of my words? 14 For God gives his
word in one way, even in two, and man is not conscious of it: 15 In a dream,
in a vision of the night, when deep sleep comes onmen,while they take their
rest on their beds; 16Then hemakes his secrets clear tomen, so that they are
full of fear at what they see; 17 In order thatmanmay be turned fromhis evil
works, and that pride may be taken away from him; 18To keep back his soul
from the underworld, and his life from destruction. 19 Pain is sent on him
as a punishment, while he is on his bed; there is no end to the trouble in his
bones; 20Hehas no desire for food, and his soul is turned away fromdelicate
meat; 21His flesh is so wasted away, that it may not be seen, and his bones.
... 22 And his soul comes near to the underworld, and his life to the angels
of death. 23 If now there may be an angel sent to him, one of the thousands
which thereare tobebetweenhimandGod, and tomakeclear tomanwhat is
right for him; 24And if he hasmercy onhim, and says, Let himnot go down to
the underworld, I have given the price for his life: 25Then his flesh becomes
young again, andhe comesback to the days of his early strength; 26Hemakes
his prayer to God, and he has mercy on him; he sees God's face with cries of
joy; he gives news of his righteousness to men; 27Hemakes a song, saying, I
did wrong, turning from the straight way, but he did not giveme the reward
ofmy sin. 28He keptmy soul from the underworld, andmy life sees the light
in full measure. 29 Truly, God does all these things to man, twice and three
times, 30Keeping back his soul from the underworld, so that he may see the
light of life. 31 Take note O Job, give ear to me; keep quiet, while I say what
is in mymind. 32 If you have anything to say, give me an answer; for it is my
desire that you may be judged free from sin. 33 If not, give attention to me,
and keep quiet, and I will give you wisdom.

34
1And Elihu made answer and said, 2Give ear, you wise, to my words; and

youwho have knowledge, give attention tome; 3Forwords are tested by the
ear, as food is tasted by the mouth. 4 Let us make the decision for ourselves
as to what is right; let us have the knowledge among ourselves of what is
good. 5 For Job has said, I am upright, and it is God who has taken away my
right; 6 Though I am right, still I am in pain; my wound may not be made
well, though I have done nowrong. 7Whatman is like Job, amanwho freely
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makes sport of God, 8And goes in the company of evil-doers, walking in the
way of sinners? 9 For he has said, It is no profit to a man to take delight in
God. 10 Now then, you wise, take note; you men of knowledge, give ear to
me. Let it be far from God to do evil, and from the Ruler of all to do wrong.
11For he gives to everyman the reward of his work, and sees that he gets the
fruit of his ways. 12 Truly, God does not do evil, and the Ruler of all is not a
false judge. 13Who put the earth into his care, or made him responsible for
the world? 14 If he made his spirit come back to him, taking his breath into
himself again, 15All flesh would come to an end together, andmanwould go
back to the dust. 16 If you are wise, take note of this; give ear to the voice of
my words. 17Howmay a hater of right be a ruler? and will you say that the
upright Ruler of all is evil? 18Hewho says to a king, You are an evil-doer; and
to rulers, You are sinners; 19Who has no respect for rulers, and who gives
nomore attention to thosewho havewealth than to the poor, for they are all
the work of his hands. 20 Suddenly they come to an end, even in the middle
of the night: the blow comes on the men of wealth, and they are gone, and
the strong are taken away without the hand of man. 21 For his eyes are on
the ways of a man, and he sees all his steps. 22 There is no dark place, and
no thick cloud, in which the workers of evil may take cover. 23 For he does
not give man a fixed time to come before him to be judged. 24He sends the
strong to destruction without searching out their cause, and puts others in
their place. 25For he has knowledge of their works, overturning them in the
night, so that they are crushed. 26The evil-doers are broken by his wrath, he
puts his hand on themwith force before the eyes of all onlookers. 27Because
theydidnot go after him, and tooknonote of hisways, 28So that the cry of the
poormight come up to him, and the prayer of those in need come to his ears.
29 ... 30 ... 31 ... 32 ... 33 ... 34Men of knowledge, and all wise men, hearing me,
will say, 35 Job's words do not come from knowledge; they are not the fruit
of wisdom. 36May Job be tested to the end, because his answers have been
like those of evilmen. 37For in addition to his sin, he is uncontrolled in heart;
before our eyes hemakes sport of God, increasing his words against him.

35
1 And Elihu made answer and said, 2Does it seem to you to be right, and

righteousness beforeGod, to say, 3Whatprofit is it tome, andhowamIbetter
off than if I had donewrong? 4 Iwillmake answer to you and to your friends:
5 Let your eyes be turned to the heavens, and lifted up to see the skies; they
are higher than you. 6 If you have done wrong, is he any the worse for it?
and if your sins are great in number, what is it to him? 7 If you are upright,
what do you give to him? or what does he take from your hand? 8Your evil-
doing may have an effect on aman like yourself, or your righteousness on a
son ofman. 9Because the hand of the cruel is hard on them,men aremaking
sounds of grief; they are crying out for help because of the arm of the strong.
10But no one has said,Where is GodmyMaker, who gives songs in the night;
11Who gives us more knowledge than the beasts of the earth, and makes us
wiser than the birds of the heaven? 12 There they are crying out because of
the pride of the evil-doers, but he gives them no answer. 13But God will not
give ear to what is false, or the Ruler of all take note of it; 14Howmuch less
when you say that you do not see him; that the cause is before him, and you
are waiting for him. 15And now ... ; 16And Job's mouth is open wide to give
out what is of no profit, increasing words without knowledge.
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36
1 And Elihu went on to say, 2 Give me a little more time, and I will make

it clear to you; for I have still something to say for God. 3 I will get my
knowledge from far, and Iwill give righteousness tomyMaker. 4For trulymy
words are not false; one who has all knowledge is talking with you. 5 Truly,
God gives up the hard-hearted, and will not give life to the sinner. 6His eyes
are ever on the upright, andhe gives to the crushed their right; 7Lifting them
up to the seat of kings, andmaking themsafe for ever. 8And if theyhavebeen
prisoned in chains, and taken in cords of trouble, 9 Then he makes clear to
them what they have done, even their evil works in which they have taken
pride. 10 Their ear is open to his teaching, and he gives them orders so that
their hearts may be turned from evil. 11 If they give ear to his voice, and do
hisword, thenhe gives them long life, and years full of pleasure. 12But if not,
they come to their end, and giveup their breathwithout knowledge. 13Those
who have no fear of God keep wrath stored up in their hearts; they give no
cry for help when they are made prisoners. 14They come to their end while
they are still young, their life is short like that of those who are used for sex
purposes in the worship of their gods. 15He makes the wrong done to the
poor the way of their salvation, opening their ears by their trouble. 16 ... 17 ...
18 ... 19 ... 20 ... 21 Take care not to be turned to sin, for you have taken evil
for your part in place of sorrow. 22Truly God is lifted up in strength; who is
a ruler like him? 23Who ever gave orders to him, or said to him, You have
done wrong? 24 See that you give praise to his work, about whichmenmake
songs. 25 All people are looking on it; man sees it from far. 26 Truly, God
is great, greater than all our knowledge; the number of his years may not
be searched out. 27 For he takes up the drops from the sea; he sends them
through his mist as rain, 28Flowing down from the sky, and dropping on the
peoples. 29And who has knowledge of how the clouds are stretched out, or
of the thunders of his tent? 30 See, he is stretching out his mist, covering the
tops of themountainswith it. 31For by these he gives food to the peoples, and
bread in fullmeasure. 32He takes the light inhis hands, sending it against the
mark. 33 The thunder makes clear his passion, and the storm gives news of
his wrath.

37
1At this my heart is shaking; it is moved out of its place. 2Give ear to the

rolling noise of his voice; to the hollow sound which goes out of his mouth.
3He sends it out through all the heaven, and his thunder-flame to the ends
of the earth. 4 After it a voice is sounding, thundering out the word of his
power; hedoesnot keepbackhis thunder-flames; fromhismouthhis voice is
sounding. 5Hedoeswonders,more thanmaybe searchedout; great thingsof
whichwe have no knowledge; 6For he says to the snow,Make the earth wet;
and to the rain-storm, Comedown. 7Heputsanend to theworkof everyman,
so that all may see his work. 8 Then the beasts go into their holes, and take
their rest. 9Outof itsplacecomes the storm-wind, and thecoldoutof its store-
houses. 10By the breath of God ice is made, and the wide waters are shut in.
11 The thick cloud is weighted with thunder-flame, and the cloud sends out
its light; 12 And it goes this way and that, round about, turning itself by his
guiding, to do whatever he gives orders to be done, on the face of his world
of men, 13 For a rod, or for a curse, or for mercy, causing it to come on the
mark. 14Give ear to this, O Job, and keep quiet in your place; and take note
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of the wonders worked by God. 15 Have you knowledge of God's ordering
of his works, how he makes the light of his cloud to be seen? 16Have you
knowledge of the balancings of the clouds, the wonders of him who has all
wisdom? 17 You, whose clothing is warm, when the earth is quiet because
of the south wind, 18Will you, with him, make the skies smooth, and strong
as a polished looking-glass? 19Make clear to me what we are to say to him;
we are unable to put our cause before him, because of the dark. 20Howmay
he have knowledge of my desire for talk with him? or did anyman ever say,
May destruction come on me? 21And now the light is not seen, for it is dark
because of the clouds; but a wind comes, clearing them away. 22 A bright
light comes out of the north; God's glory is greatly to be feared. 23There is no
searching out of the Ruler of all: his strength and his judging are great; he is
full of righteousness, doing nowrong. 24For this causemen go in fear of him;
he has no respect for any who are wise in heart.

38
1And the Lordmade answer to Job out of the storm-wind, and said, 2Who

is this who makes the purpose of God dark by words without knowledge?
3 Get your strength together like a man of war; I will put questions to you,
and youwill giveme the answers. 4Wherewere youwhen I put the earth on
its base? Say, if you have knowledge. 5 By whom were its measures fixed?
Say, if you havewisdom; or bywhomwas the line stretched out over it? 6On
what were its pillars based, or who put down its angle-stone, 7 When the
morning stars made songs together, and all the sons of the gods gave cries
of joy? 8Orwherewere youwhen the sea came to birth, pushing out from its
secret place; 9When Imade the cloud its robe, and put thick clouds as bands
round it, 10Ordering a fixed limit for it, with locks and doors; 11And said, So
far you may come, and no farther; and here the pride of your waves will be
stopped? 12Have you, from your earliest days, given orders to the morning,
or made the dawn conscious of its place; 13 So that it might take a grip of the
skirts of the earth, shaking all the evil-doers out of it? 14 It is changed likewet
earth under a stamp, and is coloured like a robe; 15And from the evil-doers
their light is kept back, and the armof pride is broken. 16Have you come into
the springs of the sea, walking in the secret places of the deep? 17Have the
doors of death been open to you, or have the door-keepers of the dark ever
seen you? 18Have you taken note of the wide limits of the earth? Say, if you
have knowledge of it all. 19Which is the way to the resting-place of the light,
and where is the store-house of the dark; 20 So that you might take it to its
limit, guiding it to its house? 21No doubt you have knowledge of it, for then
you had come to birth, and the number of your days is great. 22Have you
come into the secret place of snow, or have you seen the store-houses of the
ice-drops, 23Which I have kept for the time of trouble, for the day ofwar and
fighting? 24Which is the way to the place where the wind is measured out,
and the east wind sent out over the earth? 25By whom has the way been cut
for the flowing of the rain, and the flaming of the thunder; 26 Causing rain
to come on a land where no man is living, on the waste land which has no
people; 27Togivewater to the landwhere there iswaste anddestruction, and
tomake thedry landgreenwithyounggrass? 28Has the raina father? orwho
gave birth to the drops of nightmist? 29Out ofwhose body came the ice? and
who gave birth to the coldmist of heaven? 30Thewaters are joined together,
hard as a stone, and the face of the deep is covered. 31Are the bands of the
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Pleiades fixed by you, or are the cords of Orion made loose? 32Do youmake
Mazzaroth come out in its right time, or are the Bear and its children guided
byyou? 33Haveyouknowledgeof the lawsof theheavens? didyougive them
rule over the earth? 34 Is your voice sent up to the cloud, so that you may be
covered by the weight of waters? 35Do you send out the thunder-flames, so
that they may go, and say to you, Here we are? 36Who has put wisdom in
the high clouds, or given knowledge to the lights of the north? 37 By whose
wisdom are the clouds numbered, or the water-skins of the heavens turned
to the earth, 38When the earth becomes hard asmetal, and is joined together
in masses? 39 Do you go after food for the she-lion, or get meat so that the
young lionsmay have enough, 40When they are stretched out in their holes,
andarewaiting in thebrushwood? 41Whogives in the evening themeathe is
searching for, when his young ones are crying to God; when the young lions
with loud noise go wandering after their food?

39
1Haveyouknowledgeof the rock-goats? or doyou see the roes givingbirth

to their young? 2 Is the number of their months fixed by you? or is the time
when they give birth ordered by you? 3They are bent down, they give birth
to their young, they let loose the fruit of their body. 4 Their young ones are
strong, living in the open country; they go out and do not come back again.
5Who has let the ass of the fields go free? or made loose the bands of the
loud-voiced beast? 6Towhom I have given thewaste land for a heritage, and
the salt land as a living-place. 7Hemakes sport of the noise of the town; the
voice of the driver does not come to his ears; 8He goes looking for his grass-
lands in the mountains, searching out every green thing. 9 Will the ox of
the mountains be your servant? or is his night's resting-place by your food-
store? 10Will he be pulling your plough with cords, turning up the valleys
after you? 11Will you put your faith in him, because his strength is great?
will you give the fruit of your work into his care? 12Will you be looking for
him to come back, and get in your seed to the crushing-floor? 13 Is the wing
of the ostrich feeble, or is it because she has no feathers, 14That she puts her
eggs on the earth, warming them in the dust, 15Without a thought that they
may be crushed by the foot, and broken by the beasts of the field? 16 She is
cruel to her young ones, as if they were not hers; her work is to no purpose;
she has no fear. 17 For God has taken wisdom from her mind, and given her
no measure of knowledge. 18When she is shaking her wings on high, she
makes sport of the horse and of him who is seated on him. 19 Do you give
strength to the horse? is it by your hand that his neck is clothedwith power?
20 Is it through you that he is shaking like a locust, in the pride of his loud-
sounding breath? 21He is stamping with joy in the valley; he makes sport of
fear. 22 In his strength he goes out against the arms of war, turning not away
fromthe sword. 23Thebowis soundingagainsthim; he sees the shiningpoint
of spear and arrow. 24 Shaking with passion, he is biting the earth; he is not
able to keep quiet at the sound of the horn; 25When it comes to his ears he
says, Aha! He is smelling the fight from far off, and hearing the thunder of
thecaptains, and thewar-cries. 26 Is it throughyourknowledge that thehawk
takeshis flight, stretching out hiswings to the south? 27Or is it by your orders
that the eagle goes up, and makes his resting-place on high? 28On the rock
is his house, and on the mountain-top his strong place. 29 From there he is
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watching for food; his eye sees it far off. 30His young have blood for their
drink, and where the dead bodies are, there is he to be seen.

40
1 ... 2Will hewho is protesting give teaching to theRuler of all? Let himwho

has arguments to put forward against God give an answer. 3And Job said in
answer to the Lord, 4Truly, I am of no value; what answermay I give to you?
I will put my hand on my mouth. 5 I have said once, and even twice, what
was in my mind, but I will not do so again. 6 Then the Lord made answer
to Job out of the storm-wind, and said, 7 Get your strength together like a
man of war: I will put questions to you, and you will give me the answers.
8Will you even make my right of no value? will you say that I am wrong in
order to make clear that you are right? 9Have you an arm like God? have
you a voice of thunder like his? 10 Put on the ornaments of your pride; be
clothed with glory and power: 11 Let your wrath be overflowing; let your
eyes see all the sons of pride, and make them low. 12 Send destruction on all
who are lifted up, pulling down the sinners from their places. 13Let them be
covered together in the dust; let their faces be dark in the secret place of the
underworld. 14 Then I will give praise to you, saying that your right hand is
able to give you salvation. 15See now the Great Beast, whom Imade, even as
I made you; he takes grass for food, like the ox. 16His strength is in his body,
and his force in themuscles of his stomach. 17His tail is curving like a cedar;
the muscles of his legs are joined together. 18His bones are pipes of brass,
his legs are like rods of iron. 19He is the chief of the ways of God, made by
him for his pleasure. 20He takes the produce of themountains, where all the
beasts of the field are at play. 21He takes his rest under the trees of the river,
and in the pool, under the shade of the water-plants. 22He is covered by the
branches of the trees; the grasses of the streamare roundhim. 23Truly, if the
river is overflowing, it gives himno cause for fear; he has no sense of danger,
even if Jordan is rushing against hismouth. 24Will anyone take himwhenhe
is on the watch, or put metal teeth through his nose?

41
1 Is it possible for Leviathan to be pulled outwith a fish-hook, or for a hook

tobeput through theboneofhismouth? 2Will youputa cord intohisnose, or
take him away with a cord round his tongue? 3Will he make prayers to you,
or say soft words to you? 4Will he make an agreement with you, so that you
may take him as a servant for ever? 5Will youmake sport with him, as with
a bird? or put him in chains for your young women? 6Will the fishermen
make profit out of him? will they have him cut up for the traders? 7Will you
put sharp-pointed irons into his skin, or fish-spears into his head? 8Only put
yourhandonhim, and seewhat afight youwill have; youwill not do it again!
9Truly, the hope of his attacker is false; he is overcome even on seeing him!
10He is so cruel that no one is ready to go against him. Who then is able to
keep his place beforeme? 11Who everwent againstme, and got the better of
me? There is no one under heaven! 12 I will not keep quiet about the parts of
his body, or about his power, and the strength of his frame. 13Who has ever
taken off his outer skin? whomay come inside his inner coat of iron? 14Who
has made open the doors of his face? Fear is round about his teeth. 15His
back is made of lines of plates, joined tight together, one against the other,
like a stamp. 16 One is so near to the other that no air may come between
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them. 17 They take a grip of one another; they are joined together, so that
they may not be parted. 18His sneezings give out flames, and his eyes are
like the eyes of the dawn. 19Out of his mouth go burning lights, and flames
of fire are jumping up. 20 Smoke comes out of his nose, like a pot boiling on
the fire. 21His breath puts fire to coals, and a flame goes out of his mouth.
22 Strength is in his neck, and fear goes dancing before him. 23The plates of
his flesh are joined together, fixed, and not to be moved. 24His heart is as
strong as a stone, hard as the lower crushing-stone. 25When he gets ready
for the fight, the strong are overcomewith fear. 26The swordmay comenear
him but is not able to go through him; the spear, or the arrow, or the sharp-
pointed iron. 27 Iron is to him as dry grass, and brass as soft wood. 28 The
arrow is not able to put him to flight: stones are no more to him than dry
stems. 29A thick stick is no better than a leaf of grass, and he makes sport of
the onrush of the spear. 30Under him are sharp edges of broken pots: as if he
was pulling a grain-crushing instrument over the wet earth. 31 The deep is
boiling like a pot of spices, and the sea like a perfume-vessel. 32After him his
way is shining, so that the deep seemswhite. 33On earth there is not another
like him, who is made without fear. 34Everything which is high goes in fear
of him; he is king over all the sons of pride.

42
1And Job said in answer to the Lord, 2 I see that you are able to do every

thing, and to give effect to all your designs. 3Who is this who makes dark
the purpose of God by words without knowledge? For I have been talking
without knowledge about wonders not to be searched out. 4Give ear to me,
and Iwill saywhat is inmymind; Iwill putquestions toyou, andyouwill give
me theanswers. 5Wordof youhad come tomyears, butnowmyeyehas seen
you. 6 For this cause I give witness that what I said is false, and in sorrow I
takemy seat in the dust. 7And it came about, after he had said thesewords to
Job, that the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, I amvery angrywith you and
your two friends, because you have not said what is right about me, as my
servant Job has. 8And now, take seven oxen and seven sheep, and go to my
servant Job, and give a burned offering for yourselves, and my servant Job
will make prayer for you, that I may not send punishment on you; because
youhavenot saidwhat is rightaboutme, asmyservant Jobhas. 9AndEliphaz
the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar theNaamathite, went and
did as the Lord had said. And the Lord gave ear to Job. 10And the Lordmade
up to Job forallhis losses, afterhehadmadeprayer forhis friends: andall Job
had before was increased by the Lord twice as much. 11And all his brothers
and sisters, and his friends of earlier days, came and took food with him in
his house; and made clear their grief for him, and gave him comfort for all
the evilwhich the Lordhad sent onhim; and they all gave himabit ofmoney
and a gold ring. 12And the Lord's blessingwas greater on the end of Job's life
than on its start: and so he came to have fourteen thousand sheep and goats,
and six thousand camels, and two thousand oxen, and a thousand she-asses.
13 And he had seven sons and three daughters. 14 And he gave the first the
name of Jemimah, the second Keziah, and the third Keren-happuch; 15And
there were no women so beautiful as the daughters of Job in all the earth:
and their father gave themaheritage among their brothers. 16And after this
Jobhadahundredand forty years of life, and sawhis sons, andhis sons' sons,
even four generations. 17And Job came to his end, old and full of days.
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The Psalms
1

1Happy is the man who does not go in the company of sinners, or take his
place in the way of evil-doers, or in the seat of those who do not give
honour to the Lord.

2 But whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and whose mind is on his law
day and night.

3He will be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, which gives its fruit at
the right time, whose leaves will ever be green; and he will do well in
all his undertakings.

4 The evil-doers are not so; but are like the dust from the grain, which the
wind takes away.

5For this cause therewill be nomercy for sinnerswhen they are judged, and
the evil-doers will have no place among the upright,

6 Because the Lord sees the way of the upright, but the end of the sinner is
destruction.

2
1Why are the nations so violently moved, and why are the thoughts of the

people so foolish?
2 The kings of the earth have taken their place, and the rulers are fixed in

their purpose, against the Lord, and against the king of his selection,
saying,

3Let their chains be broken, and their cords taken from off us.
4 Then he whose seat is in the heavens will be laughing: the Lord will make

sport of them.
5Thenwill his angry words come to their ears, and by his wrath they will be

troubled:
6But I have put my king onmy holy hill of Zion.
7 I willmake clear the Lord's decision: he has said tome, You aremy son, this

day have I given you being.
8Make your request to me, and I will give you the nations for your heritage,

and the farthest limits of the earth will be under your hand.
9 They will be ruled by you with a rod of iron; they will be broken like a

potter's vessel.
10 So now be wise, you kings: take his teaching, you judges of the earth.
11Giveworship to the Lordwith fear, kissing his feet and giving him honour,
12For fear that hemaybeangry, causingdestruction to comeonyou, because

he is quickly moved to wrath. Happy are all those who put their faith
in him.

3
A Psalm. Of David. When he went in flight from Absalom his son.
1 Lord, how greatly are they increased who make attacks on me! in great

numbers they come against me.
2Unnumbered are thosewho say ofmy soul, There is no help for him in God.

(Selah.)
3But your strength, O Lord, is round me, you are my glory and the lifter up

of my head.
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4 I send up a cry to the Lord with my voice, and he gives me an answer from
his holy hill. (Selah.)

5 I took my rest in sleep, and then again I was awake; for the Lord was my
support.

6 I will have no fear, though ten thousand have come round me, putting
themselves against me.

7Come tome, Lord; keepme safe, OmyGod; for youhave given allmyhaters
blowson their face-bones; the teethof theevil-doershavebeenbroken
by you.

8 Salvation comes from the Lord; your blessing is on your people. (Selah.)

4
To the chief music-maker on corded instruments. A Psalm. Of David.
1Give answer to my cry, O God of my righteousness; make me free frommy

troubles; havemercy onme, and give ear to my prayer.
2O you sons of men, how long will you go on turning my glory into shame?

how long will you give your love to foolish things, going after what is
false? (Selah.)

3 See how the Lord has made great his mercy for me; the Lord will give ear
to my cry.

4Let there be fear in your hearts, and do no sin; have bitter feelings on your
bed, but make no sound. (Selah.)

5Give the offerings of righteousness, and put your faith in the Lord.
6There are numbers who say, Who will do us any good? the light of his face

has gone from us.
7Lord, you have put joy in my heart, more than they have when their grain

and their wine are increased.
8 Iwill takemy rest onmybed inpeace, because youonly, Lord, keepme safe.

5
To the chief music-maker on wind instruments. A Psalm. Of David.
1Give ear to mywords, O Lord; give thought to my heart-searchings.
2Let the voice of my cry come to you, my King and my God; for to you will I

makemy prayer.
3Myvoicewill come to you in themorning, OLord; in themorningwill I send

my prayer to you, and keep watch.
4 For you are not a God who takes pleasure in wrongdoing; there is no evil

with you.
5 The sons of pride have no place before you; you are a hater of all workers

of evil.
6 You will send destruction on those whose words are false; the cruel man

and theman of deceit are hated by the Lord.
7Butas forme, Iwill come intoyourhouse, in the fullmeasureof yourmercy;

and in your fear I will give worship, turning my eyes to your holy
Temple.

8 Be my guide, O Lord, in the ways of your righteousness, because of those
who are against me; make your way straight before my face.

9For no faith may be put in their words; their inner part is nothing but evil;
their throat is like an open place for the dead; smooth are thewords of
their tongues.

10Send them todestruction, OLord; let their evil designs be the cause of their
fall; let them be forced out by all their sins; because they have gone
against your authority.
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11 But let all those who put their faith in you be glad with cries of joy at all
times, and let all the lovers of your name be glad in you.

12 For you, Lord, will send a blessing on the upright man; your grace will be
round him, and youwill be his strength.

6
To the chiefmusic-maker on corded instruments, on the Sheminith. APsalm.
Of David.
1O Lord, do not be bitter withme in yourwrath; do not send punishment on

me in the heat of your passion.
2Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am wasted away: make me well, for even

my bones are troubled.
3My soul is in bitter trouble; and you, O Lord, how long?
4Come back, O Lord,makemy soul free; O giveme salvation because of your

mercy.
5 For in death there is no memory of you; in the underworld who will give

you praise?
6 The voice of my sorrow is a weariness to me; all the night I make my bed

wet with weeping; it is watered by the drops flowing frommy eyes.
7My eyes are wasting away with trouble; they are becoming old because of

all those who are against me.
8Go fromme, all you workers of evil; for the Lord has given ear to the voice

of myweeping.
9 The Lord has given ear to my request; the Lord has let my prayer come

before him.
10Let all those who are against me be shamed and deeply troubled; let them

be turned back and suddenly put to shame.

7
Shiggaion of David; a song which he made to the Lord, about the words of
Cush the Benjamite.
1O Lord my God, I put my faith in you; take me out of the hands of him who

is cruel to me, andmakeme free;
2 So that he may not come rushing onmy soul like a lion, wounding it, while

there is no one to bemy saviour.
3O Lordmy God, if I have done this; if my hands have done any wrong;
4 If I have given back evil to him who did evil to me, or have taken anything

from himwhowas against mewithout cause;
5Letmy hater go aftermy soul and take it; letmy life be crushed to the earth,

andmy honour into the dust. (Selah.)
6Come up, Lord, in yourwrath; be lifted up againstmy haters; be awake, my

God, give orders for the judging.
7 The meeting of the nations will be round you; take your seat, then, over

them, on high.
8TheLordwill be judgeof thepeoples; giveadecision forme,OLord, because

of my righteousness, and let my virtue have its reward.
9Olet theevil of theevil-doer come toanend, but give strength to theupright:

for men's minds and hearts are tested by the God of righteousness.
10God, who is the saviour of the upright in heart, is my breastplate.
11God is the judge of the upright, and is angry with the evil-doers every day.
12 If aman is not turned from his evil, he will make his sword sharp; his bow

is bent and ready.
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13He hasmade ready for him the instruments of death; hemakes his arrows
flames of fire.

14 That man is a worker of evil; the seed of wrongdoing has given birth to
deceit.

15He hasmade a hole deep in the earth, and is falling into the hole which he
has made

16 His wrongdoing will come back to him, and his violent behaviour will
come down on his head.

17 I will give praise to the Lord for his righteousness; I willmake a song to the
name of the LordMost High.

8
To the chief music-maker on the Gittith. A Psalm. Of David.
1OLord, ourLord,whose glory is higher than theheavens, hownoble is your

name in all the earth!
2You have made clear your strength even out of the mouths of babies at the

breast, because of those who are against you; so that you may put to
shame the cruel and violent man.

3When I see your heavens, thework of your fingers, themoon and the stars,
which you have put in their places;

4What isman, that you keep him inmind? the son ofman, that you take him
into account?

5For youhavemadehimonly a little lower than the gods, crowninghimwith
glory and honour.

6 You have made him ruler over the works of your hands; you have put all
things under his feet;

7All sheep and oxen, and all the beasts of the field;
8 The birds of the air and the fish of the sea, and whatever goes through the

deep waters of the seas.
9O Lord, our Lord, how noble is your name in all the earth!

9
To the chief music-maker onMuthlabben. A Psalm. Of David.
1 I will give you praise, O Lord, with all my heart; I will make clear all the

wonder of your works.
2 I will be glad and have delight in you: I will make a song of praise to your

name, OMost High.
3Whenmyhaters are turned back, theywill be broken and overcomebefore

you.
4 For you gave approval to my right and my cause; you were seated in your

high place judging in righteousness.
5You have said sharpwords to the nations, you have sent destruction on the

sinners, you have put an end to their name for ever and ever.
6 You have given their towns to destruction; the memory of them has gone;

they have becomewaste for ever.
7But the Lord is King for ever: he has made ready his high seat for judging.
8Andhewill be the judge of theworld in righteousness, giving true decisions

for the peoples.
9TheLordwill be ahigh tower for thosewhoare crusheddown, a high tower

in times of trouble;
10And those who have knowledge of your name will put their faith in you;

because you, Lord, have ever given your help to those who were
waiting for you.
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11Make songs of praise to the Lord, whose house is in Zion: make his doings
clear to the people.

12When he makes search for blood, he has them in his memory: he is not
without thought for the cry of the poor.

13Have mercy on me, O Lord, and see how I am troubled by my haters; let
me be lifted up from the doors of death;

14 So that I may make clear all your praise in the house of the daughter of
Zion: I will be glad because of your salvation.

15Thenations have gonedown into the holewhich theymade: in their secret
net is their foot taken.

16 The Lord has given knowledge of himself through his judging: the evil-
doer is taken in the net which his hands hadmade. (Higgaion. Selah.)

17The sinners and all the nationswhohavenomemory of Godwill be turned
into the underworld.

18 For the poor will not be without help; the hopes of those in need will not
be crushed for ever.

19Up! O Lord; let not man overcome you: let the nations be judged before
you.

20Put them in fear, OLord, so that thenationsmay see that theyareonlymen.
(Selah.)

10
1Why do you keep far away, O Lord? why are you not to be seen in times of

trouble?
2The evil-doer in his pride is cruel to the poor; let him be taken by the tricks

of his invention.
3 For the evil-doer is lifted up because of the purpose of his heart, and he

whose mind is fixed on wealth is turned away from the Lord, saying
evil against him.

4The evil-doer in his pride says, Godwill not make a search. All his thoughts
are, There is no God.

5His ways are ever fixed; your decisions are higher than he may see: as for
his haters, they are as nothing to him.

6He has said in his heart, I will not be moved: through all generations I will
never be in trouble.

7His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and false words: under his tongue
are evil purposes and dark thoughts.

8He is waiting in the dark places of the towns: in the secret places he puts
to death those who have done no wrong: his eyes are secretly turned
against the poor.

9He keeps himself in a secret place like a lion in his hole, waiting to put his
hands on the poorman, and pulling him into his net.

10Theupright are crushed andmade low, and the feeble are overcomebyhis
strong ones.

11He says in his heart, God has nomemory ofme: his face is turned away; he
will never see it.

12Up! O Lord; let your hand be lifted: give thought to the poor.
13Why has the evil-doer a low opinion of God, saying in his heart, You will

not make search for it?
14You have seen it; for your eyes are on sorrow and grief, to take it into your

hand: the poor man puts his faith in you; you have been the helper of
the child who has no father.

15Let the arm of the sinner and the evil-doer be broken; go on searching for
his sin till there is nomore.
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16The Lord is King for ever and ever; the nations are gone from his land.
17 Lord, you have given ear to the prayer of the poor: you will make strong

their hearts, you will give them a hearing:
18To give decision for the child without a father and for the broken-hearted,

so that theman of the earthmay no longer be feared.

11
For the chief music-maker. Of David.
1 In the Lord put I my faith; how will you say to my soul, Go in flight like a

bird to themountain?
2 See, the bows of the evil-doers are bent, they make ready their arrows on

the cord, so that they may send them secretly against the upright in
heart.

3 If the bases are broken down, what is the upright man to do?
4 The Lord is in his holy Temple, the Lord's seat is in heaven; his eyes are

watching and testing the children of men.
5 The Lord puts the upright and the sinner to the test, but he has hate in his

soul for the lover of violent acts.
6 On the evil-doer he will send down fire and flames, and a burning wind;

with these will their cup be full.
7 For the Lord is upright; he is a lover of righteousness: the upright will see

his face.

12
For the chief music-maker on the Sheminith. A Psalm. Of David.
1Sendhelp, Lord, formercyhas come toanend; there isnomore faithamong

the children of men.
2 Everyone says false words to his neighbour: their tongues are smooth in

their talk, and their hearts are full of deceit.
3The smooth lips and the tongue of pride will be cut off by the Lord.
4They have said,With our tongueswill we overcome; our lips are ours: who

is lord over us?
5Because of the crushing of the poor and the weeping of those in need, now

will I come to his help, says the Lord; I will give him the salvation
which he is desiring.

6The words of the Lord are true words: like silver tested by fire and burned
clean seven times.

7 You will keep them, O Lord, you will keep them safe from this generation
for ever.

8 The sinners are walking on every side, and evil is honoured among the
children of men.

13
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1Will you for ever put me out of your memory, O Lord? will your face for

ever be turned away fromme?
2How long is my soul to be in doubt, with sorrow in my heart all the day?

how long will he who is against me be given power over me?
3Let my voice come before you, and give me an answer, O Lord my God; let

your lightbe shiningonme, so that the sleepofdeathmaynotovertake
me;

4Andhewho is againstmemaynot say, I have overcomehim; and thosewho
are troublingmemay not be glad when I ammoved.

5But I have had faith in yourmercy; my heart will be glad in your salvation.
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6 I will make a song to the Lord, because he has givenmemy reward.

14
To the chief music-maker. Of David.
1 The foolish man has said in his heart, God will not do anything. They are

unclean, they have done evil works; there is not one who does good.
2 The Lord was looking down from heaven on the children of men, to see if

there were any who had wisdom, searching after God.
3 They have all gone out of the way together; they are unclean, there is not

one who does good, no, not one.
4Have all theworkers of evil no knowledge? they takemy people for food as

they would take bread; theymake no prayer to the Lord.
5Thenwere they in great fear: for God is in the generation of the upright.
6You have put to shame the thoughts of the poor, but the Lord is his support.
7May the salvation of Israel come out of Zion! when the fate of his people is

changed by the Lord, Jacob will have joy and Israel will be glad.

15
A Psalm. Of David.
1Lord,whomayhave a resting-place in your tent, a living-place on your holy

hill?
2Hewho goes on his way uprightly, doing righteousness, and saying what is

true in his heart;
3Whose tongue is not false, who does no evil to his friend, and does not take

away the good name of his neighbour;
4Who gives honour to those who have the fear of the Lord, turning away

from him who has not the Lord's approval. He who takes an oath
against himself, andmakes no change.

5He who does not put out his money at interest, or for payment give false
decisions against men who have done no wrong. He who does these
things will never bemoved.

16
Michtam. Of David.
1Keepme safe, O God: for in you I have put my faith.
2Omy soul, you have said to the Lord, You are my Lord: I have no good but

you.
3As for the saints who are in the earth, they are the noble in whom is all my

delight.
4 Their sorrows will be increased who go after another god: I will not take

drink offerings from their hands, or take their names onmy lips.
5 The Lord is my heritage and the wine of my cup; you are the supporter of

my right.
6Fair are the places marked out for me; I have a noble heritage.
7 I will give praise to the Lord who has been my guide; knowledge comes to

me frommy thoughts in the night.
8 I have put the Lord before me at all times; because he is at my right hand, I

will not bemoved.
9Because of this my heart is glad, and my glory is full of joy: while my flesh

takes its rest in hope.
10For youwill not letmy soul be prisoned in the underworld; youwill not let

your loved one see the place of death.
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11Youwill make clear tome theway of life; where you are joy is complete; in
your right hand there are pleasures for ever and ever.

17
A Prayer. Of David.
1 Let my cause come to your ears, O Lord, give attention to my cry; give ear

to my prayer which goes not out from false lips.
2Bemy judge; for your eyes see what is right.
3You have put my heart to the test, searching me in the night; you have put

me to the test and seen no evil purpose in me; I will keep my mouth
from sin.

4As for the works of men, by the word of your lips I have kept myself from
the ways of the violent.

5 I have kept my feet in your ways, my steps have not been turned away.
6My cry has gone up to you, for you will give me an answer, O God: let your

ear be turned to me, and give attention to mywords.
7Make clear thewonder of yourmercy, O saviour of thosewhoput their faith

in your right hand, from those who come out against them.
8Keepmeas the light of your eyes, coveringmewith the shadeof yourwings,
9 From the evil-doers who are violent to me, and from those who are round

me, desiringmy death.
10They are shut up in their fat: with their mouths they say words of pride.
11Theyhavemadea circle roundour steps: their eyes arefixedonus, forcing

us down to the earth;
12Like a lion desiring its food, and like a young lion waiting in secret places.
13 Up! Lord, come out against him, make him low, with your sword be my

saviour from the evil-doer.
14With yourhand, OLord, frommen, evenmenof theworld,whoseheritage

is in this life, and whom you make full with your secret wealth: they
are full of children; after their death their offspring take the rest of
their goods.

15As forme, I will see your face in righteousness: when I am awake it will be
joy enough for me to see your form.

18
To the chief music-maker. Of the servant of the Lord, of David, who said the
words of this song to the Lord on the daywhen the Lordmade him free from
the hand of all his haters, and from the hand of Saul; and he said,
1 I will give youmy love, O Lord, my strength.
2The Lord ismyRock,mywalled town, andmy saviour;myGod,myRock, in

him will I put my faith; my breastplate, and the horn of my salvation,
andmy high tower.

3 I will send upmy cry to the Lord, who is to be praised; sowill I bemade safe
from those who are against me.

4The cords of death were roundme, and the seas of evil put me in fear.
5The cords of hell were roundme: the nets of death came onme.
6 Inmy troublemyvoicewentup to theLord, andmycry tomyGod: myvoice

came to his hearing in his holy Temple, and my prayer came before
him, even into his ears.

7Then trouble and shock came on the earth; and the bases of themountains
weremoved and shaking, because he was angry.

8 There went up a smoke from his nose, and a fire of destruction from his
mouth: flames were lighted by it.
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9Theheavenswere bent, so that hemight comedown; and itwas dark under
his feet.

10 And he went in flight through the air, seated on a storm-cloud: going
quickly on the wings of the wind.

11Hemade the dark his secret place; his tent round himwas the darkwaters
and thick clouds of the skies.

12Before his shining light his dark clouds went past, raining ice and fire.
13 The Lord made thunder in the heavens, and the voice of the Highest was

sounding out: a rain of ice and fire.
14He sent out his arrows, driving them in all directions; by his flames of fire

they were troubled.
15 Then the deep beds of the waters were seen, and the bases of the world

were uncovered, because of your words of wrath, O Lord, because of
the breath from yourmouth.

16He sent from on high, he tookme, pulling me out of great waters.
17Hemademe free frommy strong hater, and from those who were against

me, because they were stronger than I.
18They came onme in the day of my trouble; but the Lord wasmy support.
19He tookmeout intoawideplace; hewasmysaviourbecausehehaddelight

in me.
20The Lord givesme the reward ofmy righteousness, becausemy hands are

clean before him.
21 For I have kept the ways of the Lord; I have not been turned away in sin

frommy God.
22For all his decisions were before me, and I did not put away his laws from

me.
23And I was upright before him, and I kept myself from sin.
24 Because of this the Lord has given me the reward of my righteousness,

becausemy hands are clean in his eyes.
25 On him who has mercy you will have mercy; to the upright you will be

upright;
26Hewho is holy will see that you are holy; but to the manwhose way is not

straight you will be a hard judge.
27 For you are the saviour of those who are in trouble; but eyes full of pride

will be made low.
28You, O Lord, will bemy light; by you, my God, the darkwill bemade bright

for me.
29By your help I have made a way through the wall which was shutting me

in; by the help of my God I have gone over a wall.
30As for God, his way is completely good; theword of the Lord is tested; he is

a breastplate for all those who put their faith in him.
31For who is God but the Lord? or who is a Rock but our God?
32God puts a strong band about me, guidingme in a straight way.
33Hemakesmy feet like roes' feet, and puts me on high places.
34He makes my hands expert in war, so that a bow of brass is bent by my

arms.
35You have given me the breastplate of your salvation: your right hand has

beenmy support, and yourmercy has mademe great.
36 You have made my steps wide under me, so that my feet are kept from

slipping.
37 I go after my haters and overtake them; not turning back till they are all

overcome.



Psalms 18:38 550 Psalms 19:13

38 I will give them wounds, so that they are not able to get up: they are
stretched undermy feet.

39 For I have been armed by you with strength for the fight: you have made
low underme those who come out against me.

40By you their backs are turned in flight, so that my haters are cut off.
41They were crying out, but there was no one to come to their help: even to

the Lord, but he gave them no answer.
42 Then they were crushed as small as dust before the wind; they were

drained out like the waste of the streets.
43 You have made me free from the fightings of the people; you have made

me the head of the nations: a people ofwhom I had no knowledgewill
be my servants.

44From the timewhenmyname comes to their ears theywill be ruled byme:
men of other countries will, with false hearts, put themselves under
my authority.

45Theywill bewastingaway, theywill comeout of their secret places shaking
with fear.

46The Lord is living; praise be tomy Rock, and let the God ofmy salvation be
honoured.

47 It is Godwho sends punishment onmy haters, and puts peoples undermy
rule.

48Hemakes me free frommy haters; I am lifted up over those who come up
against me: you havemademe free from the violent man.

49Because of this I will give you praise, O Lord, among the nations, and will
make a song of praise to your name.

50 Great salvation does he give to his king; he has mercy on the king of his
selection, David, and on his seed for ever.

19
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1The heavens are sounding the glory of God; the arch of the skymakes clear

the work of his hands.
2Day after day it sends out its word, and night after night it gives knowledge.
3There are no words or language; their voice makes no sound.
4Their line has gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of

the world. In them has he put a tent for the sun,
5Who is like a newly married man coming from his bride-tent, and is glad

like a strong runner starting on his way.
6His going out is from the end of the heaven, and his circle to the ends of it;

there is nothing which is not open to his heat.
7 The law of the Lord is good, giving new life to the soul: the witness of the

Lord is certain, giving wisdom to the foolish.
8The orders of the Lord are right, making glad the heart: the rule of the Lord

is holy, giving light to the eyes.
9The fear of the Lord is clean, and has no end; the decisions of the Lord are

true and full of righteousness.
10 More to be desired are they than gold, even than much shining gold;

sweeter than the dropping honey.
11 By them is your servant made conscious of danger, and in keeping them

there is great reward.
12Who has full knowledge of his errors? makeme clean from secret evil.
13Keep your servant back from sins of pride; let themnot have rule overme:

then will I be upright and free from great sin.
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14 Let the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my heart be pleasing in
your eyes, O Lord, my strength andmy salvation.

20
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1May the Lord give ear to you in the day of trouble; may you be placed on

high by the name of the God of Jacob;
2Mayhe send youhelp from the holy place, and give you strength fromZion;
3May he keep all your offerings in mind, and be pleased with the fat of your

burned offerings; (Selah.)
4May he give you your heart's desire, and put all your purposes into effect.
5We will be glad in your salvation, and in the name of our God we will put

up our flags: may the Lord give you all your requests.
6Now am I certain that the Lord gives salvation to his king; he will give him

an answer from his holy heaven with the strength of salvation in his
right hand.

7 Some put their faith in carriages and some in horses; but we will be strong
in the name of the Lord our God.

8They are bent down andmade low; but we have been lifted up.
9Come to our help, Lord: let the king give ear to our cry.

21
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1The king will be glad in your strength, O Lord; how great will be his delight

in your salvation!
2 You have given him his heart's desire, and have not kept back the request

of his lips. (Selah.)
3For you go before himwith the blessings of good things: you put a crown of

fair gold on his head.
4Hemade request to you for life, and you gave it to him, long life for ever and

ever.
5His glory is great in your salvation: honour and authority have you put on

him.
6 For you have made him a blessing for ever: you have given him joy in the

light of your face.
7 For the king has faith in the Lord, and through the mercy of the Most High

he will not bemoved.
8 Your hand will make a search for all your haters; your right hand will be

hard on all those who are against you.
9 You will make them like a flaming oven before you; the Lord in his wrath

will put an end to them, and they will be burned up in the fire.
10 Their fruit will be cut off from the earth, and their seed from among the

children of men.
11For their thoughts were bitter against you: they had an evil design in their

minds, which they were not able to put into effect.
12 Their backs will be turned when you make ready the cords of your bow

against their faces.
13 Be lifted up, O Lord, in your strength; so will we make songs in praise of

your power.

22
To the chief music-maker on Aijeleth-hash-shahar. A Psalm. Of David.
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1My God, my God, why are you turned away from me? why are you so far
from helpingme, and from the words of my crying?

2 O my God, I make my cry in the day, and you give no answer; and in the
night, and have no rest.

3But you are holy, O you who are seated among the praises of Israel.
4Our fathers had faith in you: they had faith and youwere their saviour.
5 They sent up their cry to you and were made free: they put their faith in

you andwere not put to shame.
6But I am awormand not aman; cursed bymen, and looked down on by the

people.
7 I am laughed at by all thosewho seeme: pushing out their lips and shaking

their heads they say,
8He put his faith in the Lord; let the Lord be his saviour now: let the Lord be

his saviour, because he had delight in him.
9But it was you who took care of me from the day of my birth: you gave me

faith even frommymother's breasts.
10 I was in your hands even before my birth; you are my God from the time

when I was inmymother's body.
11Be not far fromme, for trouble is near; there is no one to give help.
12Agreatherdofoxen is roundme: I amshut inby the strongoxenofBashan.
13 I saw their mouths wide open, like lions crying after food.
14 I am flowing away like water, and all my bones are out of place: my heart

is like wax, it has become soft in my body.
15My throat is dry like a broken vessel; my tongue is fixed to the roof of my

mouth, and the dust of death is onmy lips.
16 Dogs have come round me: I am shut in by the band of evil-doers; they

made wounds inmy hands and feet.
17 I am able to see all my bones; their looks are fixed onme:
18They make a division of my robes among them, by the decision of chance

they takemy clothing.
19Do not be far fromme, O Lord: Omy strength, come quickly to my help.
20Makemy soul safe from the sword, my life from the power of the dog.
21Be my saviour from the lion's mouth; let me go free from the horns of the

cruel oxen.
22 I will give the knowledge of your name to my brothers: I will give you

praise among the people.
23You who have fear of the Lord, give him praise; all you seed of Jacob, give

him glory; go in fear of him, all you seed of Israel.
24 For he has not been unmoved by the pain of him who is troubled; or kept

his face covered from him; but he has given an answer to his cry.
25My praise will be of you in the great meeting: I will make my offerings

before his worshippers.
26 The poor will have a feast of good things: those who make search for the

Lord will give him praise: your heart will have life for ever.
27All the ends of the earth will keep it in mind and be turned to the Lord: all

the families of the nations will give himworship.
28For the kingdom is the Lord's; he is the ruler among the nations.
29All the fat ones of the earth will give him worship; all those who go down

to the dust will make themselves low before him, even hewho has not
enough for the life of his soul.
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30A seed will be his servant; the doings of the Lord will be made clear to the
generation which comes after.

31They will come andmake his righteousness clear to a people of the future
because he has done this.

23
A Psalm. Of David.
1The Lord takes care ofme as his sheep; I will not bewithout any good thing.
2He makes a resting-place for me in the green fields: he is my guide by the

quiet waters.
3He gives new life to my soul: he is my guide in the ways of righteousness

because of his name.
4Yes, though I go through the valley of deep shade, I will have no fear of evil;

for you are withme, your rod and your support are my comfort.
5Youmake ready a table forme in front ofmyhaters: youput oil onmyhead;

my cup is overflowing.
6Truly, blessing and mercy will be with me all the days of my life; and I will

have a place in the house of the Lord all my days.

24
A Psalm. Of David.
1Theearth is theLord's,withall itswealth; theworldandall thepeople living

in it.
2For by him it was based on the seas, andmade strong on the deep rivers.
3Who may go up into the hill of the Lord? and who may come into his holy

place?
4Hewho has clean hands and a true heart; whose desire has not gone out to

foolish things, who has not taken a false oath.
5Hewill have blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from the God of his

salvation.
6This is the generation of thosewhose hearts are turned to you, even to your

face, O God of Jacob. (Selah.)
7Let your heads be lifted up, O doors; be lifted up, O you eternal doors: that

the King of glorymay come in.
8Who is the King of glory? The Lord of strength and power, the Lord strong

in war.
9 Let your heads be lifted up, O doors; let them be lifted up, O you eternal

doors: that the King of glorymay come in.
10Whois theKingof glory? TheLordofarmies, he is theKingof glory. (Selah.)

25
Of David.
1To you, O Lord, my soul is lifted up.
2OmyGod, I haveputmy faith inyou, letmenotbe shamed; let notmyhaters

be glorying over me.
3Let no servant of yours beput to shame;may those be shamedwhoare false

without cause.
4Make your steps clear to me, O Lord; give me knowledge of your ways.
5 Be my guide and teacher in the true way; for you are the God of my

salvation; I amwaiting for your word all the day.
6O Lord, keep in mind your pity and your mercies; for they have been from

the earliest times.
7Donot keep inmindmy sinswhen Iwas young, ormywrongdoing: let your

memoryofmebe full ofmercy, OLord, because of your righteousness.
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8Good andupright is the Lord: so hewill be the teacher of sinners in theway.
9Hewill be an upright guide to the poor in spirit: he will make his way clear

to them.
10All the ways of the Lord are mercy and good faith for those who keep his

agreement and his witness.
11Because of your name, O Lord, let me have forgiveness for my sin, which

is very great.
12 If a man has the fear of the Lord, the Lordwill be his teacher in the way of

his pleasure.
13His soul will be full of good things, and his seed will have the earth for its

heritage.
14 The secret of the Lord is with those in whose hearts is the fear of him; he

will make his agreement clear to them.
15My eyes are turned to the Lord at all times; for he will take my feet out of

the net.
16 Be turned to me, and have mercy on me; for I am troubled and have no

helper.
17The troubles of my heart are increased: O takeme out of my sorrows.
18Give thought to my grief andmy pain; and take away all my sins.
19 See how those who are against me are increased, for bitter is their hate of

me.
20Okeepmysoul, and takemeout of danger: letmenot be shamed, for I have

put my faith in you.
21Formy clean and upright ways keepme safe, becausemy hope is in you.
22Give Israel salvation, O God, out of all his troubles.

26
Of David.
1OLord, bemy judge, formybehaviourhasbeenupright: I haveputmy faith

in the Lord, I am not in danger of slipping.
2Put me in the scales, O Lord, so that I may be tested; let the fire make clean

my thoughts andmy heart.
3For your mercy is before my eyes; and I have gone in the way of your good

faith.
4 I have not taken my seat with foolish persons, and I do not go with false

men.
5 I have been a hater of the band of wrongdoers, and I will not be seated

among sinners.
6 I will makemy hands clean from sin; so will I go round your altar, O Lord;
7 That I may give out the voice of praise, and make public all the wonders

which you have done.
8Lord, your house has been dear to me, and the resting-place of your glory.
9 Let not my soul be numbered among sinners, or my life among men of

blood;
10 In whose hands are evil designs, and whose right hands take money for

judging falsely.
11 But as for me, I will go on in my upright ways: be my saviour, and have

mercy onme.
12 I have a safe resting-place for my feet; I will give praise to the Lord in the

meetings of the people.

27
Of David.
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1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; who is then a cause of fear to me?
the Lord is the strength of my life; who is a danger to me?

2When evil-doers, even my haters, came on me to put an end to me, they
were broken and put to shame.

3 Even if an army came against me with its tents, my heart would have no
fear: if war wasmade onme, my faith would not bemoved.

4One prayer have Imade to the Lord, and this ismyheart's desire; that Imay
have a place in the house of the Lord all the days ofmy life, looking on
his glory, and getting wisdom in his Temple.

5For in the time of trouble hewill keepme safe in his tent: in the secret place
of his tent he will keepme frommen's eyes; high on a rock he will put
me.

6And now my head will be lifted up higher than my haters who are round
me: because of this I will make offerings of joy in his tent; I will make
a song, truly I will make a song of praise to the Lord.

7O Lord, let the voice of my cry come to your ears: have mercy on me, and
giveme an answer.

8Whenyou said,Make search formy face,myheart said to you, For your face
will I makemy search.

9 Let not your face be covered from me; do not put away your servant in
wrath; youhave beenmyhelp: do not givemeup or take your support
fromme, O God of my salvation.

10Whenmy father and mymother are turned away fromme, then the Lord
will be my support.

11Make your way clear to me, O Lord, guiding me by the right way, because
of my haters.

12 Do not give me into their hands, because false witnesses have come out
against me, andmen breathing destruction.

13 I had almost givenupmyhope of seeing the blessing of the Lord in the land
of the living.

14Let your hope be in the Lord: take heart and be strong; yes, let your hope
be in the Lord.

28
Of David.
1 My cry goes up to you, O Lord, my Rock; do not keep back your answer

from me, so that I may not become like those who go down into the
underworld.

2Give ear to the voice ofmyprayer, when I am crying to you,whenmyhands
are lifted up to your holy place.

3 Do not take me away with the sinners and the workers of evil, who say
words of peace to their neighbours, but evil is in their hearts.

4 Give them the right reward of their acts, and of their evil doings: give
thempunishment for theworks of their hands, let themhave their full
reward.

5 Because they have no respect for the works of the Lord, or for the things
which his hands have made, they will be broken down and not lifted
up by him.

6May the Lord be praised, because he has given ear to the voice ofmyprayer.
7The Lord is my strength andmy breastplate, my heart had faith in him and

I am helped; for this cause my heart is full of rapture, and I will give
him praise inmy song.
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8The Lord is their strength, and a strong place of salvation for his king.
9Be a saviour to your people, and send a blessing on your heritage: be their

guide, and let them be lifted up for ever.

29
A Psalm. Of David.
1Give to the Lord, you sons of the gods, give to the Lord glory and strength.
2Give to the Lord the full glory of his name; give himworship in holy robes.
3 The voice of the Lord is on the waters: the God of glory is thundering, the

Lord is on the great waters.
4 The voice of the Lord is full of power; the voice of the Lord has a noble

sound.
5 By the voice of the Lord are the cedar-trees broken, even the cedars of

Lebanon are broken by the Lord.
6Hemakes them go jumping about like a young ox; Lebanon and Sirion like

a youngmountain ox.
7At the voice of the Lord flames of fire are seen.
8At the voice of the Lord there is a shaking in thewaste land, even a shaking

in the waste land of Kadesh.
9 At the voice of the Lord the roes give birth, the leaves are taken from the

trees: in his Temple everything says, Glory.
10The Lord had his seat as kingwhen thewaters came on the earth; the Lord

is seated as king for ever.
11The Lord will give strength to his people; the Lord will give his people the

blessing of peace.

30
A Psalm. A Song at the blessing of the House. Of David.
1 I will give you praise and honour, O Lord, because through you I have been

lifted up; you have not givenmy haters cause to be glad over me.
2O Lordmy God, I sent upmy cry to you, and you havemademewell.
3OLord, youhavemademy soul comeagain from theunderworld: youhave

givenme life and kept me from going down among the dead.
4Make songs to theLord, O you saints of his, and give praise to his holy name.
5For his wrath is only for aminute; in his grace there is life; weepingmay be

for a night, but joy comes in themorning.
6When things went well for me I said, I will never bemoved.
7 Lord, by your grace you have kept my mountain strong: when your face

was turned fromme I was troubled.
8My voice went up to you, O Lord; I mademy prayer to the Lord.
9What profit is there in my blood if I go down into the underworld? will the

dust give you praise, or be a witness to your help?
10Give ear to me, O Lord, and havemercy onme: Lord, be my helper.
11Byyoumysorrow is turned intodancing; youhave takenawaymyclothing

of grief, and givenme robes of joy;
12So thatmy glorymaymake songs of praise to you and not be quiet. O Lord

my God, I will give you praise for ever.

31
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1 In you, O Lord, have I put my hope; let me never be shamed; keep me safe

in your righteousness.
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2Let your ear be turned to me; take me quickly out of danger; be my strong
Rock, my place of strength where I may be safe.

3ForyouaremyRockandmystrong tower; go in frontofmeandbemyguide,
because of your name.

4 Take me out of the net which they have put ready for me secretly; for you
aremy strength.

5 Into your hands I give my spirit; you are my saviour, O Lord God for ever
true.

6 I am full of hate for thosewhogo after false gods; butmyhope is in theLord.
7 I will be glad and have delight in your mercy; because you have seen my

trouble; you have had pity onmy soul in its sorrows;
8And you have not givenme into the hand ofmy hater; you have putmy feet

in a wide place.
9Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; my eyes are wasted with

grief, I amwasted in soul and body.
10My life goes on in sorrow, andmy years in weeping; my strength is almost

gone because of my sin, andmy bones are wasted away.
11Because of all thosewho are againstme, I have become aword of shame to

my neighbours; a cause of shaking the head and a fear to my friends:
those who sawme in the street went in flight fromme.

12 I have gone from men's minds and memory like a dead man; I am like a
broken vessel.

13False statements againstme have come tomy ears; fearwas on every side:
theywere talking together againstme, designing to take awaymy life.

14But I had faith in you, O Lord; I said, You aremy God.
15 The chances of my life are in your hand; take me out of the hands of my

haters, and of those who go after me.
16Let your servant see the light of your face; in yourmercy bemy saviour.
17 Let me not be shamed, O Lord, for I have made my prayer to you; let the

sinners be shamed, and let their mouths be shut in the underworld.
18Let the false lips be shut, which say evil against the upright, looking down

on him in their pride.
19O how great is your grace, which you have put in store for your worship-

pers, and which you have made clear to those who had faith in you,
before the sons of men!

20 You will keep them safe in your house from the designs of man; in the
secret of your tent will you keep them from angry tongues.

21May the Lord be praised, because he has made clear to me the wonder of
his grace in a strong town.

22And as forme, I said inmy fear, I am cut off frombefore your eyes; but you
gave ear to the voice of my prayer, whenmy cry went up to you.

23O have love for the Lord, all you his saints; for the Lord keeps safe from
danger all those who are true to him, and gives the workers of pride
their right reward.

24 Put away fear and let your heart be strong, all you whose hope is in the
Lord.

32
Of David. Maschil.
1 Happy is he who has forgiveness for his wrongdoing, and whose sin is

covered.
2Happy is the man in whom the Lord sees no evil, and in whose spirit there

is no deceit.
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3When I kept mymouth shut, my bones were wasted, because of my crying
all through the day.

4For theweight of your handwas onme day and night; my body became dry
like the earth in summer. (Selah.)

5 I made my wrongdoing clear to you, and did not keep back my sin. I said, I
will put it all before the Lord; and you took awaymywrongdoing and
my sin. (Selah.)

6For this cause let every saintmake his prayer to you at a timewhen you are
near: then the overflowing of the great waters will not overtake him.

7 You are my safe and secret place; you will keep me from trouble; you will
put songs of salvation on the lips of those who are roundme. (Selah.)

8 I will give you knowledge, teaching you the way to go; my eye will be your
guide.

9Do not be like the horse or the ass, without sense; ...
10 The sinner will be full of trouble; but mercy will be round the man who

has faith in the Lord.
11 Be glad in the Lord with joy, you upright men; give cries of joy, all you

whose hearts are true.

33
1Be glad in the Lord, O doers of righteousness; for praise is beautiful for the

upright.
2Give praise to the Lord on the corded instrument;makemelody to himwith

instruments of music.
3Make a new song to him; playing expertly with a loud noise.
4For the word of the Lord is upright, and all his works are certain.
5His delight is in righteousness andwisdom; the earth is full of themercy of

the Lord.
6By theword of the Lordwere the heavensmade; and all the armyof heaven

by the breath of his mouth.
7Hemakes the waters of the sea come together in a mass; he keeps the deep

seas in store-houses.
8Let the earth be full of the fear of the Lord; let all the people of theworld be

in holy fear of him.
9For he gave the word, and it was done; by his order it was fixed for ever.
10 The Lord undoes the designs of the nations; he makes the thoughts of the

peoples without effect.
11The Lord's purpose is eternal, the designs of his heart go on through all the

generations of man.
12Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord; and the people whom he has

taken for his heritage.
13The Lord is looking down from heaven; he sees all the sons of men;
14From his house he keeps watch on all who are living on the earth;
15Hemakes all their hearts; their works are clear to him.
16A king's salvation is not in the power of his army; a strong man does not

get free by his great strength.
17A horse is a false hope; his great power will not make any man free from

danger.
18 See, the eye of the Lord is on those in whose hearts is the fear of him, on

those whose hope is in his mercy;
19To keep their souls from death; and to keep them living in time of need.
20Our souls are waiting for the Lord; he is our help and our salvation.
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21For in him our hearts have joy; in his holy name is our hope.
22Let yourmercy be on us, O Lord, as we are waiting for you.

34
Of David. When he made a change in his behaviour before Abimelech, who
sent him away, and he went.
1 I will be blessing the Lord at all times; his praise will be ever inmymouth.
2 My soul will say great things of the Lord: the poor in spirit will have

knowledge of it and be glad.
3O give praise to the Lord with me; let us be witnesses together of his great

name.
4 Iwas searching for the Lord, andhe gave ear tomyvoice, andmademe free

from all my fears.
5Let your eyes be turned to him and you will have light, and your faces will

not be shamed.
6This poor man's cry came before the Lord, and he gave him salvation from

all his troubles.
7The angel of the Lord is ever watching over those who have fear of him, to

keep them safe.
8By experience youwill see that the Lord is good; happy is themanwho has

faith in him.
9Keep yourselves in the fear of the Lord, all you his saints; for those who do

so will have no need of anything.
10 The young lions are in need and have no food; but those who are looking

to the Lord will have every good thing.
11 Come, children, give attention to me; I will be your teacher in the fear of

the Lord.
12Whatman has a love of life, and a desire that his daysmay be increased so

that hemay see good?
13Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips fromwords of deceit.
14Be turned from evil, and do good;make a search for peace, desiring it with

all your heart.
15The eyes of the Lord are on the upright, and his ears are open to their cry.
16The face of the Lord is against thosewho do evil, to take away thememory

of them from the earth.
17The cry of the upright comes before the Lord, and he takes them out of all

their troubles.
18 The Lord is near the broken-hearted; he is the saviour of those whose

spirits are crushed down.
19Great are the troubles of the upright: but the Lord takes him safely out of

them all.
20He keeps all his bones: not one of them is broken.
21Evilwill put anend to the sinner, and thosewhoarehatersof righteousness

will come to destruction.
22 The Lord will be the saviour of the souls of his servants, and no one who

has faith in himwill be put to shame.

35
Of David.
1 O Lord, be on my side against those who are judging me; be at war with

those whomake war against me.
2Be a breastplate to me, and giveme your help.
3 Take up your spear and keep back my attackers; say to my soul, I am your

salvation.



Psalms 35:4 560 Psalms 35:28

4Let thembeovercomeandput to shamewhomakeattempts to takemysoul;
let those whowould dome damage be turned back andmade foolish.

5 Let them be like dust from the grain before the wind; let the angel of the
Lord send them in flight.

6Let their way be dark and full of danger; let them be troubled by the angel
of the Lord.

7Forwithout cause theyhaveput anet ready forme secretly, inwhich to take
my soul.

8 Let destruction come on them without their knowledge; let them be taken
themselves in their secret nets, falling into the same destruction.

9Andmy soul will have joy in the Lord; it will be glad in his salvation.
10All my bones will say, Lord, who is like you? The saviour of the poor man

from the hands of the strong, of himwho is poor and in need fromhim
who takes his goods.

11 False witnesses got up: they put questions to me about crimes of which I
had no knowledge.

12They gaveme back evil for good, troublingmy soul.
13 But as for me, when they were ill I put on the clothing of sorrow: I went

without foodandwas sad, andmyprayer camebackagain tomyheart.
14My behaviour was as if it had been my friend or my brother: I was bent

low in grief like one whosemother is dead.
15But they took pleasure in my trouble, and came together, yes, low persons

came together against mewithoutmy knowledge; they never came to
an end of woundingme.

16Likemen of deceit they putme to shame; the voice of theirwrathwas loud
against me.

17Lord, howlongwill yoube lookingon? takemysoul fromtheirdestruction,
my life from the lions.

18 I will give you praise in the great meeting; I will give you honour among a
strong people.

19Do not let my haters be glad over me falsely; let not those who are against
mewithout causemake sport of me.

20 For they do not say words of peace; in their deceit they are designing evil
things against the quiet ones in the land.

21Theirmouthswereopenwideagainstme, and they said, Aha, aha, our eyes
have seen it.

22You have seen this, O Lord; be not unmoved: O Lord, be not far fromme.
23Be awake, O Lord, bemoved to take upmy cause, my God andmy Lord.
24Bemy judge, OLordmyGod, in your righteousness; donot let thembe glad

over me.
25 Let them not say in their hearts, So we will have it: let them not say, We

have put an end to him.
26 Let all those who take pleasure in my troubles be shamed and come to

nothing: let thosewho are lifted up againstmebe coveredwith shame
and have no honour.

27Let those who are on my side give cries of joy; let them ever say, The Lord
be praised, for he has pleasure in the peace of his servant.

28Andmy tonguewill be talking of your righteousness and of your praise all
the day.

36
To the chief music-maker. Of the servant of the Lord. Of David.
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1The sin of the evil-doer says in his heart, There is no fear of the Lord before
his eyes.

2 For he takes comfort in the thought that his sin will not be uncovered and
hated.

3 In the words of his mouth are evil and deceit; he has given up being wise
and doing good.

4He gives thought to evil on his bed; he takes a way which is not good; he is
not a hater of evil.

5Yourmercy, O Lord, is in the heavens, and your strong purpose is as high as
the clouds.

6 Your righteousness is like the mountains of God; your judging is like the
great deep; O Lord, you give life to man and beast.

7 How good is your loving mercy, O God! the children of men take cover
under the shade of your wings.

8 The delights of your house will be showered on them; you will give them
drink from the river of your pleasures.

9For with you is the fountain of life: in your light we will see light.
10O let there be no end to your loving mercy to those who have knowledge

of you, or of your righteousness to the upright in heart.
11Let not the foot of pride come againstme, or the hand of the evil-doers put

me out of my place.
12There theworkers of evil have come down: they have beenmade low, and

will not be lifted up.

37
Of David.
1Do not be angry because of thewrongdoers, or have envy of theworkers of

evil.
2For they will quickly be cut down like grass, and become dry like the green

plants.
3 Have faith in the Lord, and do good; be at rest in the land, and go after

righteousness.
4Sowill your delight be in the Lord, andhewill give you your heart's desires.
5Put your life in the hands of the Lord; have faith in him and he will do it.
6And he will make your righteousness be seen like the light, and your cause

like the shining of the sun.
7Take your rest in the Lord, waiting quietly for him; do not be angry because

of the man who does well in his evil ways, and gives effect to his bad
designs.

8Put an end to your wrath and be no longer bitter; do not give way to angry
feeling which is a cause of sin.

9 For the evil-doers will be cut off: but those who have faith in the Lord will
have the earth for their heritage.

10For in a short time the evil-doer will be gone: youwill go searching for his
place, and it will not be there.

11 But the gentle will have the earth for their heritage; they will take their
delight in peace without measure.

12The sinnerhas evil designs against theupright, liftingup thevoiceofwrath
against him.

13Hewill be laughed at by the Lord, who sees that his day is coming.
14 The evil-doers have taken out their swords, their bows are bent; for

crushing the poor, and to put to death those who are upright in their
ways.



Psalms 37:15 562 Psalms 37:40

15 But their swords will be turned into their hearts, and their bows will be
broken.

16The little which the goodman has is better than the wealth of evil-doers.
17 For the arms of the evil-doers will be broken: but the Lord is the support

of the good.
18The days of the upright are numbered by the Lord, and their heritage will

be for ever.
19 They will not be shamed in the evil time, and in the days when all are in

need of food they will have enough.
20 But the wrongdoers will come to destruction, and the haters of the Lord

will be like the fat of lambs, they will be burned up; they will go up in
smoke, and never again be seen.

21The sinner takesmoney and does not give it back; but the uprightman has
mercy, and gives to others.

22 Those who have his blessing will have the earth for their heritage; but
those who are cursed by himwill be cut off.

23 The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and he takes delight in
his way.

24Even if he has a fall he will not bewithout help: for the hand of the Lord is
supporting him.

25 I have been young, and now am old, but I have not seen the good man
without help, or his children looking for bread.

26All thedayhe is ready tohavemercyand togive; his childrenareablessing.
27Be turned from evil, and do good; and your place will be for ever.
28 For the Lord is a lover of righteousness, and takes care of his saints; they

will be kept safe for ever; but the seed of the evil-doers will be cut off.
29 The upright will have the earth for their heritage, and will go on living

there for ever.
30Themouth of the goodman sayswords of wisdom; the talk of his tongue is

of righteousness.
31The law of his God is in his heart; he will never make a false step.
32The sinners are watching the upright man, desiring to put him to death.
33 The Lord will not give him into their hands, or be against him when he is

judged.
34 Be waiting for the Lord, and keep his way; and you will be lifted up, and

have the land for your heritage: when the evil-doers are cut off, you
will see it.

35 I have seen theevil-doer in great power, covering theearth likeagreat tree.
36But he came to an end, and there was no sign of him; I made a search for

him and he was not there.
37Give attention to the good man, and take note of the upright; because the

end of that man is peace.
38 But as for the sinners, they will be cut off together; the end of the

wrongdoers is destruction.
39But the Lord is the saviour of the upright: he is their strength in the time

of trouble.
40And the Lord will be their help, and keep them safe: he will take them out

of the hands of the evil-doers, and be their saviour, because they had
faith in him.

38
A Psalm. Of David. To keep inmemory.
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1O Lord, be not bitter with me in your wrath; let not your hand be on me in
the heat of your passion.

2Foryourarrowshavegone intomyflesh, and Iamcrushedunder theweight
of your hand.

3Myflesh iswastedbecause of yourwrath; and there is nopeace inmybones
because of my sin.

4For my crimes have gone over my head; they are like a great weight which
is more thanmy strength.

5 My wounds are poisoned and evil-smelling, because of my foolish be-
haviour.

6 I am troubled, I ammade low; I go weeping all the day.
7Formy body is full of burning; all my flesh is unhealthy.
8 I am feeble and crushed down; I gave a cry like a lion because of the grief in

my heart.
9Lord, all my desire is before you; my sorrow is not kept secret from you.
10My heart goes out in pain, my strength is wasting away; as for the light of

my eyes, it is gone fromme.
11My lovers and my friends keep away from my disease; my relations keep

far away.
12 Those who have a desire to take my life put nets for me; those who are

designing my destruction say evil things against me, all the day their
minds are full of deceit.

13 But I kept my ears shut like a man without hearing; like a man without a
voice, never opening his mouth.

14So I was like amanwhose ears are shut, and in whosemouth there are no
sharp words.

15 In you, O Lord, is my hope: you will give me an answer, O Lord, my God.
16 I said, Let them not be glad over me; when my foot is moved, let them not

be lifted up with pride against me.
17My feet are near to falling, andmy sorrow is ever before me.
18 I will make clear mywrongdoing, with sorrow inmy heart for my sin.
19 But they are strong who have hate for me without cause: those who are

against me falsely are increased in numbers.
20They give me back evil for good; they are my haters because I go after the

thing which is right.
21Do not give me up, O Lord; Omy God, be near to me.
22Come quickly to give me help, O Lord, my salvation.

39
To the chief music-maker. Of Jeduthun. A Psalm. Of David.
1 I said, I will give attention tomyways, so thatmy tonguemay do nowrong;

I will keepmymouth under control, while the sinner is before me.
2 Imadenosound, I saidnoword, evenofgood; and Iwasmovedwithsorrow.
3Myheartwasburning inmybreast; while Iwasdeep in thought thefirewas

lighted; then I said withmy tongue,
4Lord, giveme knowledge ofmy end, and of themeasure ofmy days, so that

I may see how feeble I am.
5Youhavemademydays no longer than ahand'smeasure; andmyyears are

nothing in your eyes; truly, everyman is but a breath. (Selah.)
6 Truly, every man goes on his way like an image; he is troubled for no

purpose: he makes a great store of wealth, and has no knowledge of
whowill get it.



Psalms 39:7 564 Psalms 40:17

7And now, Lord, what am I waiting for? my hope is in you.
8Makeme free from all my sins; do not let me be shamed by the man of evil

behaviour.
9 I was quiet, and kept mymouth shut; because you had done it.
10No longer let your hand be hard on me; I am wasted by the blows of your

hand.
11 By the weight of your wrath against man's sin, the glory of his form is

wasted away; truly everyman is but a breath. (Selah.)
12Letmyprayer come toyourears,OLord, andgiveattention tomycry,make

an answer to my weeping: for my time here is short before you, and
in a little time I will be gone, like all my fathers.

13Letyourwrathbe turnedaway fromme, so that Imaybecomforted, before
I go away from here, and become nothing.

40
To the chief music-maker. Of David. A Psalm.
1When I was waiting quietly for the Lord, his heart was turned to me, and

he gave ear to my cry.
2He tookme up out of a deepwaste place, out of the soft and sticky earth; he

put my feet on a rock, andmademy steps certain.
3And he put a new song inmymouth, even praise to our God; numbers have

seen it with fear, and put their faith in the Lord.
4Happy is themanwhohas faith in the Lord, and does not give honour to the

men of pride or to those who are turned away to deceit.
5OLordmyGod, great are thewonderswhichyouhavedone inyour thought

for us; it is not possible to put them out in order before you; when I
would give an account of them, their number is greater than I may
say.

6Youhadnodesire forofferingsofbeasts or fruits of theearth; earsyoumade
for me: for burned offerings and sin offerings youmade no request.

7Then I said, See, I come; it is recorded of me in the roll of the book,
8My delight is to do your pleasure, Omy God; truly, your law is in my heart.
9 I have given news of righteousness in the great meeting; O Lord, you have

knowledge that I have not kept backmywords.
10 Your righteousness has not been folded away in my heart; I have made

clear your true word and your salvation; I have not kept secret your
mercy or your faith from the great meeting.

11 Take not away your gentle mercies from me, O Lord; let your mercy and
your faith keepme safe for ever.

12For unnumbered evils are round aboutme;my sins have overtakenme, so
that I ambent downwith theirweight; they aremore than the hairs of
my head, my strength is gone because of them.

13Bepleased, OLord, to takemeout of danger; OLord, comequickly andgive
me help.

14Let those who go after my soul for its destruction have shame and trouble
together; let thembe turned back andmade foolishwho take pleasure
inmy trouble.

15Let those who say to me, Aha, aha! be surprised because of their shame.
16 Let all those who are looking for you be glad and have joy in you; let the

lovers of your salvation ever say, May the Lord be great.
17Though I am poor and in need, the Lord has me in mind; you are my help

andmy saviour; let there be no waiting, Omy God.
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41
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1Happy is themanwhogives thought to thepoor; theLordwill behis saviour

in the time of trouble.
2 The Lord will keep him safe, and give him life; the Lord will let him be a

blessing on the earth, andwill not give him into the hand of his haters.
3 The Lord will be his support on his bed of pain: by you will all his grief be

turned to strength.
4 I said, Lord, have mercy on me; make my soul well, because my faith is in

you.
5Myhaters say evil againstme,Whenwill he be dead, and his name come to

an end?
6 If one comes to see me, deceit is in his heart; he keeps a store of evil, which

hemakes public in every place.
7All my haters are talking secretly together against me; they are designing

my downfall.
8They say, He has an evil disease, whichwill not let him go: and now that he

is down he will not get up again.
9 Even my dearest friend, in whom I had faith, who took bread with me, is

turned against me.
10But you, O Lord, have mercy onme, lifting me up, so that I may give them

their punishment.
11 By this I see that you have pleasure in me, because my hater does not

overcomeme.
12And as for me, you aremy support in my righteousness, givingme a place

before your face for ever.
13May the Lord God of Israel be praised, through eternal days and for ever.

So be it. So be it.

42
To the chief music-maker. Maschil. Of the sons of Korah.
1 Like the desire of the roe for the water-streams, so is my soul's desire for

you, O God.
2My soul is dry for need of God, the living God; whenmay I come and see the

face of God?
3My tears have been my food day and night, while they keep saying to me,

Where is your God?
4 Let my soul be overflowing with grief when these things come back to my

mind, how Iwent in company to the house of God,with the voice of joy
and praise, with the song of those whowere keeping the feast.

5Why are you crushed down, O my soul? and why are you troubled in me?
put your hope in God; for I will again give him praise who is my help
andmy God.

6My soul is crushed down inme, so I will keep you inmind; from the land of
Jordan and of the Hermons, from the hill Mizar.

7Deep is sounding todeepat thenoiseof yourwaterfalls; all yourwaveshave
gone rolling over me.

8 But the Lord will send his mercy in the daytime, and in the night his song
will be withme, a prayer to the God of my life.

9 I will say to GodmyRock,Why have you letme go fromyourmemory? why
do I go in sorrow because of the attacks of my haters?

10 The cruel words of my haters are like a crushing of my bones; when they
say to me every day, Where is your God?
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11Why are you crushed down, Omy soul? and why are you troubled in me?
put your hope in God; for I will again give him praise who is my help
andmy God.

43
1Bemy judge, O God, supportingmy cause against a nationwithout religion;

O keepme from the false and evil man.
2You are the God of my strength; why have you put me from you? why do I

go in sorrow because of the attacks of my haters?
3O send out your light and your true word; let them be my guide: let them

takeme to your holy hill, and to your tents.
4Then I will go up to the altar of God, to the God of my joy; I will be glad and

give praise to you on an instrument of music, O God, my God.
5Why are you crushed down, O my soul? and why are you troubled in me?

put your hope in God, for I will again give him praise who is my help
andmy God.

44
To the chief music-maker. Of the sons of KorahMaschil.
1 It has come to our ears, O God, our fathers have given us the story, of the

works which you did in their days, in the old times,
2 Uprooting the nations with your hand, and planting our fathers in their

place; cutting down the nations, but increasing the growth of your
people.

3 For they did not make the land theirs by their swords, and it was not their
arms which kept them safe; but your right hand, and your arm, and
the light of your face, because you had pleasure in them.

4You aremy King andmy God; ordering salvation for Jacob.
5 Through you will we overcome our haters; by your name will they be

crushed under our feet who are violent against us.
6 I will not put faith inmy bow, my sword will not bemy salvation.
7 But it is you who have been our saviour from those who were against us,

and have put to shame those who had hate for us.
8Our pride is in God at all times, to his namewe give praise for ever. (Selah.)
9But now you have sent us away from you, and put us to shame; you do not

go out with our armies.
10 Because of this we are turned back by the attacker: those who have hate

for us take our goods for themselves.
11You havemade us like sheepwhich are taken formeat; we are put to flight

among the nations.
12 You let your people go for nothing; your wealth is not increased by their

price.
13Youhavemadeus tobe lookeddownonbyourneighbours,weare laughed

at and shamed by those who are round about us.
14Our name is a word of shame among the nations, a sign for the shaking of

heads among the peoples.
15My downfall is ever before me, and I am covered with the shame of my

face;
16 Because of the voice of him who says sharp and bitter words; because of

the hater and himwho is the instrument of punishment.
17All this has come on us, but still we have kept you in our memory; and we

have not been false to your word.
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18Our hearts have not gone back, and our steps have not been turned out of
your way;

19 Though you have let us be crushed in the place of jackals, though we are
covered with darkest shade.

20 If thenameof ourGodhas goneout of ourminds, or if ourhandshavebeen
stretched out to a strange god,

21Will not Godmake search for it? for he sees the secrets of the heart.
22Truly, because of youwe are put to death every day; we are numbered like

sheep for destruction.
23Why are you sleeping, O Lord? awake! and come to our help, do not give

us up for ever.
24Why is your face covered, and why do you give no thought to our trouble

and our cruel fate?
25 For our souls are crushed down to the dust: our bodies are stretched out

on the earth.
26Up! and come to our help, and give us salvation because of yourmercy.

45
To the chiefmusic-maker; put to Shoshannim. Of the sons of Korah. Maschil.
A Song of loves.
1My heart is flowing over with good things; my words are of that which I

havemade for a king; my tongue is the pen of a ready writer.
2You are fairer than the children of men; grace is flowing through your lips;

for this cause the blessing of God is with you for ever.
3 Put on your sword, make it ready at your side, O strong chief, with your

glory and power.
4And go nobly on in your power, because you are good and true andwithout

pride; and your right handwill be teaching you things of fear.
5Your arrows are sharp in the heart of the king's haters; because of them the

peoples are falling under you.
6Your seat of power, O God, is for ever and ever; the rod of your kingdom is

a rod of honour.
7Youhave been a lover of righteousness and a hater of evil: and soGod, your

God, has put the oil of joy on your head, lifting you high over all other
kings.

8 Your robes are full of the smell of all sorts of perfumes and spices; music
from the king's ivory houses has made you glad.

9Kings' daughters are among your noble women: on your right is the queen
in gold of Ophir.

10Odaughter, give thought and attention, and let your ear be open; no longer
keep inmind your people, and your father's house;

11 So will the king have a great desire for you, seeing how beautiful you are;
because he is your lord, give him honour.

12And the daughters of Tyre will be there with an offering; those who have
wealth among the people will be looking for your approval.

13 In the great house the king's daughter is all shining: her clothing isworked
with gold.

14 She will come before the king in robes of needlework; the virgins in her
train will come before you.

15With joy and rapture will they come; they will go into the king's house.
16 Your children will take the place of your fathers; so that you may make

them rulers over all the earth.
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17 I will keep the memory of your name living through all generations; and
because of this the people will give you praise for ever.

46
To the chief music-maker. Of the sons of Korah; put to Alamoth. A Song.
1God is our harbour and our strength, a very present help in trouble.
2 For this cause we will have no fear, even though the earth is changed, and

though themountains are moved in the heart of the sea;
3 Though its waters are sounding and troubled, and though the mountains

are shaking with their violent motion. (Selah.)
4There is a river whose streamsmake glad the resting-place of God, the holy

place of the tents of the Most High.
5God has taken his place in her; she will not be moved: he will come to her

help at the dawn of morning.
6Thenationswereangry, thekingdomsweremoved; at the soundofhisvoice

the earth became like wax.
7The Lord of armies is with us; the God of Jacob is our high tower. (Selah.)
8Come, see the works of the Lord, the destruction which he has made in the

earth.
9Heputs an end towars over all the earth; by him the bow is broken, and the

spear cut in two, and the carriage burned in the fire.
10Be at peace in the knowledge that I am God: I will be lifted up among the

nations, I will be honoured through all the earth.
11The Lord of armies is with us; the God of Jacob is our high tower. (Selah.)

47
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.
1Omake a glad noisewith your hands, all you peoples; letting your voices go

up to Godwith joy.
2For the LordMost High is to be feared; he is a great King over all the earth.
3Hewill put down the peoples under us, and the nations under our feet.
4Hewill give us our heritage, the glory of Jacob who is dear to him. (Selah.)
5God has gone upwith a glad cry, the Lord with the sound of the horn.
6 Give praises to God, make songs of praise; give praises to our King, make

songs of praise.
7For God is the King of all the earth; make songs of praise with knowledge.
8God is the ruler over the nations; God is on the high seat of his holy rule.
9The rulers of the peoples have come together, with the people of the God of

Abraham; because the powers of the earth are God's: he is lifted up on
high.

48
A Song. A Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.
1 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, in the town of our God, in his

holy mountain.
2Beautiful in its highposition, the joy of all the earth, is themountain of Zion,

the mountain of God, the town of the great King.
3 In its buildings God is seen to be a high tower.
4For see! the kings came together by agreement, they were joined together.
5 They saw it, and so were full of wonder; they were troubled, and went

quickly away in fear.
6 Shaking came on them and pain, as on a woman in childbirth.



Psalms 48:7 569 Psalms 49:19

7By you the ships of Tarshish are broken as by an east wind.
8As it came to our ears so have we seen it, in the town of the Lord of armies,

in the town of our God; God will keep it fixed for ever. (Selah.)
9Our thoughts were of yourmercy, O God, while we were in your Temple.
10As yourname is, OGod, so is your praise to the ends of the earth; your right

hand is full of righteousness.
11Let there be joy in themountain of Zion, and let the daughters of Judah be

glad, because of your wise decisions.
12Make your way about Zion, and go round it, numbering its towers.
13 Take note of its strong walls, looking well at its fair buildings; so that you

may give word of it to the generation which comes after.
14Because this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide.

49
Alamoth. To the chief music-maker. Of the sons of Korah. A Psalm.
1Give attention to this, all you peoples; let your ears be open, all youwho are

living in the world.
2High and low together, the poor, and those who have wealth.
3 From my mouth will come words of wisdom; and in the thoughts of my

heart will be knowledge.
4 I will put my teaching into a story; I will make my dark sayings clear with

music.
5What cause have I for fear in the days of evil, when the evil-doing of those

who are working for my downfall is round about me?
6Even of those whose faith is in their wealth, and whose hearts are lifted up

because of their stores.
7Truly, nomanmay get back his soul for a price, or give to God the payment

for himself;
8 (Because it takes a great price to keep his soul from death, and man is not

able to give it.)
9 So that hemight have eternal life, and never see the underworld.
10 For he sees that wise men come to their end, and foolish persons of low

behaviour come to destruction together, letting their wealth go to
others.

11 The place of the dead is their house for ever, and their resting-place
through all generations; those who come after them give their names
to their lands.

12But man, like the animals, does not go on for ever; he comes to an end like
the beasts.

13This is theway of the foolish; their silver is for thosewho come after them,
and their children get the pleasure of their gold. (Selah.)

14Deathwill give them their food like sheep; the underworld is their fate and
they will go down into it; their flesh is food for worms; their form is
wasted away; the underworld is their resting-place for ever.

15But Godwill get backmy soul; for hewill takeme from the power of death.
(Selah.)

16Have no fear when wealth comes to a man, and the glory of his house is
increased;

17For at his death, hewill take nothing away; his glorywill not go down after
him.

18Though he might have pride in his soul in his life-time, and men will give
you praise if you do well for yourself,

19Hewill go to the generation of his fathers; he will not see the light again.
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20Man, like the animals, does not go on for ever; he comes to an end like the
beasts.

50
A Psalm. Of Asaph.
1The God of gods, even the Lord, has sent out his voice, and the earth is full

of fear; from the coming up of the sun to its going down.
2From Zion, most beautiful of places, God has sent out his light.
3Our God will come, and will not keep quiet; with fire burning before him,

and storm-winds round him.
4His voice will go out to the heavens and to the earth, for the judging of his

people:
5 Let my saints come together to me; those who have made an agreement

withme by offerings.
6 And let the heavens make clear his righteousness; for God himself is the

judge. (Selah.)
7Give ear, Omy people, tomywords; O Israel, I will be awitness against you;

I am God, even your God.
8 I will not take up a cause against you because of your offerings, or because

of your burned offerings, which are ever before me.
9 I will take no ox out of your house, or he-goats from your flocks;
10For every beast of thewoodland ismine, and the cattle on a thousand hills.
11 I see all the birds of themountains, and the beasts of the field are mine.
12 If I had need of food, I would not give you word of it; for the earth is mine

and all its wealth.
13 Am I to take the flesh of the ox for my food, or the blood of goats for my

drink?
14Make an offering of praise to God; keep the agreements which you have

made with theMost High;
15Let your voice come up to me in the day of trouble; I will be your saviour,

so that youmay give glory to me.
16 But to the sinner, God says, What are you doing, talking of my laws, or

taking the words of my agreement in yourmouth?
17 Seeing that you have no desire for my teaching, turning your back on my

words.
18 When you saw a thief, you were in agreement with him, and you were

joined with those who took other men's wives.
19You have given yourmouth to evil, your tongue to words of deceit.
20 You say evil of your brother; you make false statements against your

mother's son.
21These things have you done, and I said nothing; it seemed to you that I was

such a one as yourself; but I will make a protest against you, and put
them in order before your eyes.

22Now keep this inmind, youwho have nomemory of God, for fear that you
may be crushed undermy hand, with no one to give you help:

23Whoever makes an offering of praise gives glory to me; and to himwho is
upright in his ways I will make clear the salvation of God.

51
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David. When Nathan the prophet
came to him, after he had gone in to Bath-sheba.
1Have pity onme, OGod, in yourmercy; out of a full heart, take awaymy sin.
2Let all mywrongdoing be washed away, andmakeme clean from evil.
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3For I am conscious of my error; my sin is ever before me.
4Against you, youonly, have I donewrong,working thatwhich is evil in your

eyes; so that yourwordsmay be seen to be right, and youmay be clear
when you are judging.

5Truly, I was formed in evil, and in sin didmymother give me birth.
6 Your desire is for what is true in the inner parts: in the secrets of my soul

you will give me knowledge of wisdom.
7Makeme free from sin with hyssop: let me be washed whiter than snow.
8Makeme full of joy and rapture; so that the bones which have been broken

may be glad.
9Let your face be turned frommywrongdoing, and take away all my sins.
10Make a clean heart in me, O God; give me a right spirit again.
11Do not put me away from before you, or take your holy spirit fromme.
12Giveme back the joy of your salvation; let a free spirit be my support.
13 Then will I make your ways clear to wrongdoers; and sinners will be

turned to you.
14Bemy saviour from violent death, O God, the God ofmy salvation; andmy

tongue will give praise to your righteousness.
15O Lord, let my lips be open, so thatmymouthmaymake clear your praise.
16 You have no desire for an offering or I would give it; you have no delight

in burned offerings.
17The offerings of God are a broken spirit; a broken and sorrowing heart, O

God, you will not put from you.
18Do good to Zion in your good pleasure, building up the walls of Jerusalem.
19 Then you will have delight in the offerings of righteousness, in burned

offerings andofferings of beasts; then theywillmakeofferings of oxen
on your altar.

52
To the chief music-maker. Maschil. Of David. When Doeg the Edomite came
to Saul saying, David has come to the house of Ahimelech.
1 Why do you take pride in wrongdoing, lifting yourself up against the

upright man all the day?
2Purposing destruction, using deceit; your tongue is like a sharp blade.
3 You have more love for evil than for good, for deceit than for works of

righteousness. (Selah.)
4Destruction is in all your words, O false tongue.
5 But God will put an end to you for ever; driving you out from your tent,

uprooting you from the land of the living. (Selah.)
6The upright will see it with fear, and will say, laughing at you:
7 See, this is the manwho did not make God his strength, but had faith in his

goods and his property, andmade himself strong in his wealth.
8But I am like a branching olive-tree in the house of God; I have putmy faith

in his mercy for ever and ever.
9 Iwill giveyoupraisewithout end forwhat youhavedone; Iwill givehonour

to your name before your saints, for it is good.

53
To the chief music-maker; put to Mahalath. Maschil. Of David.
1 The foolish man has said in his heart, God will not do anything. They are

unclean, they have done evil works; there is not one who does good.
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2God was looking down from heaven on the children of men, to see if there
were any who had wisdom, searching after God.

3 Every one of them has gone back; they are unclean: there is not one who
does good, no, not one.

4Have the workers of evil no knowledge? they take my people for food, as
they would take bread; theymake no prayer to God.

5Theywere in great fear, where therewas no cause for fear: for the bones of
those who make war on you have been broken by God; you have put
them to shame, because God has no desire for them.

6May the salvation of Israel come out of Zion! When the fate of his people is
changed by God, Jacob will have joy, and Israel will be glad.

54
To the chief music-maker; on Neginoth. Maschil. Of David. When the
Ziphites came and said to Saul, Is not David keeping himself secret among
us?
1 Let your name be my salvation, O God; let my cause be judged by your

strength.
2Let my prayer come before you, O God; give ear to the words of mymouth.
3Formenwho are going afterme have come out againstme, violentmen are

purposing to take my soul; they have not put God before their eyes.
(Selah.)

4 See, God is my helper: the Lord is the great supporter of my soul.
5 Let the evil works of my haters come back on them again; let them be cut

off by your good faith.
6 Freely will I make my offerings to you; I will give praise to your name, O

Lord, for it is good.
7Because it has beenmy saviour fromallmy trouble; andmy eyes have seen

the punishment of my haters.

55
To the chief music-maker, on Neginoth. Maschil. Of David.
1Give hearing to my prayer, O God; and let not your ear be shut against my

request.
2Give thought to me, and let my prayer be answered: I have beenmade low

in sorrow;
3 I am troubled because of the voice of the cruel ones, because of the loud cry

of the evil-doers; for they put aweight of evil onme, and they are cruel
in their hate for me.

4My heart is deeply wounded, and the fear of death has come onme.
5Fear and shaking have come over me, with deep fear I am covered.
6And I said, If only I hadwings like a dove! for then I would go in flight from

here and be at rest.
7 I would go wandering far away, living in the waste land. (Selah.)
8 I would quickly take cover from the driving storm and from the violent

wind.
9Send destruction on them, O Lord,make a division of tongues among them:

for I have seen fighting and violent acts in the town.
10By day and night they go round the town, on thewalls; trouble and sorrow

are in the heart of it.
11Evil is there; cruel rule and deceit are ever in the streets.
12For it was notmy hater who said evil of me; that would have been no grief

to me; it was not one outside the number of my friends who made
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himself strong against me, or I would have kept myself from him in
a secret place;

13But it was you, my equal, my guide, mywell-loved friend.
14We had loving talk together, and went to the house of God in company.
15Let the hand of death come on them suddenly, and let themgo down living

into theunderworld; becauseevil is in theirhousesand in theirhearts.
16As for me, I will makemy prayer to God, and he will be my saviour.
17 In the evening and in themorning and in themiddle of the day Iwill make

my prayer with sounds of grief; andmy voice will come to his ears.
18He has taken my soul away from the attack which was made against me,

and given it peace; for great numbers were against me.
19God will give thought to me; he who from early times is strong will send

pain and trouble on them. (Selah.) Because they are unchanged, they
have no fear of God.

20He has put out his hand against those whowere at peace with him; he has
not kept his agreement.

21 The words of his mouth were smoother than butter, but war was in his
heart; his words were softer than oil, but they were sharp swords.

22Put your cares on the Lord, and he will be your support; he will not let the
upright man bemoved.

23 But you, O God, will send them down into the underworld; the cruel and
the falsewill be cut offbefore half their days are ended; but Iwill have
faith in you.

56
To the chief music-maker; put to Jonath elem rehokim. Of David. Michtam.
When the Philistines took him in Gath.
1Havemercy onme, OGod, forman is attemptingmydestruction; every day

hemakes cruel attacks against me.
2My haters are ever ready to put an end to me; great numbers are lifting

themselves up against me.
3 In the time of my fear, I will have faith in you.
4 In God will I give praise to his word; in God have I put my hope; I will have

no fear of what fleshmay do tome.
5Every day theymakewrong use ofmywords; all their thoughts are against

me for evil.
6They come together, they are waiting in secret places, they take note of my

steps, they are waiting for my soul.
7 By evil-doing they will not get free from punishment. In wrath, O God, let

the peoples bemade low.
8Youhave seenmywanderings; put the drops frommyeyes into your bottle;

are they not in your record?
9When I send up my cry to you, my haters will be turned back; I am certain

of this, for God is withme.
10 In God will I give praise to his word; in the Lord will I give praise to his

word.
11 In God have I put my hope, I will have no fear of what manmay do tome.
12 I keep thememory ofmy debt to you, O God; I will give you the offerings of

praise.
13Because youhave takenmy soul from thepower of death; andkeptmy feet

from falling, so that I may be walking before God in the light of life.
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57
To the chief music-maker; put to Al-tashheth. Michtam. Of David. When he
went in flight from Saul, in the hole of the rock.
1Havemercy onme, O God, have mercy onme; for the hope of my soul is in

you: I will keepmyself safely under the shade of your wings, till these
troubles are past.

2 I will send up my cry to the Most High God; to God who does all things for
me.

3Hewill send fromheaven, and takeme from thepower of himwhose desire
is for my destruction. God will send out his mercy and his good faith.

4My soul is among lions; I am stretched out among those who are on fire,
even the sons of men, whose teeth are spears and arrows, and whose
tongue is a sharp sword.

5O God, be lifted up higher than the heavens; let your glory be over all the
earth.

6They have made ready a net for my steps; my soul is bent down; they have
made a great hole before me, and have gone down into it themselves.
(Selah.)

7Myheart isfixed,OGod,myheart isfixed; Iwillmake songs, andgivepraise.
8 You are my glory; let the instruments of music be awake; I myself will be

awake with the dawn.
9 I will give you praise, O Lord, among the peoples; I will make songs to you

among the nations.
10For yourmercy is great, stretching up to the heavens, and your righteous-

ness goes up to the clouds.
11Be lifted up, O God, higher than the heavens, let your glory be over all the

earth.

58
To the chief music-maker; put to Al-tashheth. Michtam. Of David.
1 Is there righteousness in yourmouths, O you gods? are you upright judges,

O you sons of men?
2The purposes of your hearts are evil; your hands are full of cruel doings on

the earth.
3 The evil-doers are strange from the first; from the hour of their birth they

go out of the true way, saying false words.
4Their poison is like thepoisonof a snake; they are like the adder,whose ears

are shut;
5Who will not be moved by the voice of the wonder-worker, however great

are his powers.
6O God, let their teeth be broken in their mouths; let the great teeth of the

young lions be pulled out, O Lord.
7Let thembe turned to liquid like the ever-flowingwaters; let thembe cut off

like the grass by the way.
8Let thembe likeanafter-birthwhich is turned towaterandcomes toanend;

like the fruit of awomanwho gives birth before her time, let themnot
see the sun.

9Before they are conscious of it, let thembe cut down like thorns; let a strong
wind take them away like waste growth.

10The upright manwill be glad when he sees their punishment; his feet will
be washed in the blood of the evil-doer.

11So that menwill say, Truly there is a reward for righteousness; truly there
is a God who is judge on the earth.
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59
To the chiefmusic-maker; put toAt-tashheth. Michtam. OfDavid. WhenSaul
sent, and they were watching the house, to put him to death.
1 Take me out of the hands of the cruel ones, O my God; keep me safe from

those who come up against me.
2Takeme out of the power of the workers of evil, and keepme safe from the

men of blood.
3 For see, they are watching in secret for my soul; the strong have come

together against me? but not because of my sin, or my evil-doing, O
Lord.

4For no sin of mine they go quickly and get themselves ready; be awake and
come tomy help, and see.

5 You, O Lord God of armies, are the God of Israel; come now and give
punishment to the nations; have no mercy on any workers of deceit.
(Selah.)

6They come back in the evening; theymake a noise like a dog, and go round
the town.

7 See, hate is dropping from their lips; curses are on their tongues: they say,
Who gives attention to it?

8But you are laughing at them, OLord; youwillmake sport of all the nations.
9Omy strength, I will put my hope in you; because God is my strong tower.
10 The God of my mercy will go before me: God will let me see my desire

effected onmy haters.
11Put them not to death, for so my people will keep the memory of them: let

them be sent in all directions by your power; make them low, O Lord
our saviour.

12Because of the sin of theirmouths and theword of their lips, let them even
be taken in their pride; and for their curses and their deceit,

13Put an end to them in yourwrath, put an end to them, so that theymay not
be seen again; let them see that God is ruling in Jacob and to the ends
of the earth. (Selah.)

14And in the evening let them come back, and make a noise like a dog, and
go round the town.

15 Let them go wandering up and down in search of food, and be there all
night if they have not enough.

16 But I will make songs of your power; yes, I will give cries of joy for your
mercy in the morning; because you have been my strength and my
high tower in the day of my trouble.

17To you, Omy strength, will I makemy song: because God ismy high tower,
even the God of mymercy.

60
To the chief music-maker; put to Shushan-eduth. Michtam. Of David. For
teaching. When he was fighting against Aram-naharaim and Aramzobah,
when Joab came back, and put twelve thousand of the Edomites to death, in
the Valley of Salt.
1God, you have put us away from you, you have sent us in all directions, you

have been angry; O be turned to us again.
2By the power of your hand the earth is shaking and broken; make it strong

again, for it is moved.
3 You have made the people see hard times; you have given us the wine of

shaking for our drink.
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4Give a safe place to thosewho have fear of you, where theymay go in flight
from before the bow. (Selah.)

5 So that your loved ones may be made safe, let your right hand be my
salvation, and give me an answer.

6 God has said in his holy place, I will be glad: I will make a division of
Shechem, and the valley of Succoth will be measured out.

7Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is mine; and Ephraim is the strength of my
head; Judah is my law-giver;

8Moab ismywashpot; over Edomwill I put outmy shoe; over Philistia will a
glad cry be sounded.

9Whowill takeme into the strong town? whowill be my guide into Edom?
10Have not you put us away, O God? and you have not gone out with our

armies.
11Give us help in our trouble; for there is no help inman.
12 Through God we will do great things, for through him our haters will be

crushed under our feet.

61
To the chief music-maker. On a corded instrument. Of David.
1Let my cry come to you, O God; let your ears be open tomy prayer.
2 From the end of the earth will I send up my cry to you, when my heart is

overcome: takeme to the rock which is over-high for me.
3 For you have been my secret place, and my high tower from those who

made war onme.
4 Iwillmake your tentmy resting-place for ever: Iwill keepmyself under the

cover of your wings. (Selah.)
5 For you, O God, have made answer to my prayers; you have given me the

heritage of those who give honour to your name.
6 You will give the king long life; and make his years go on through the

generations.
7 May the seat of his authority be before God for ever; may mercy and

righteousness keep him safe.
8Sowill Imakesongs inpraiseofyournameforever, giving toGod thatwhich

is right day by day.

62
To the chief music-maker. After Jeduthun. A Psalm. Of David.
1My soul, put all your faith in God; for from him comesmy salvation.
2 He only is my Rock and my salvation; he is my high tower; I will not be

greatly moved.
3How longwill you go on designing evil against aman? running against him

as against a broken wall, which is on the point of falling?
4 Their only thought is to put him down from his place of honour; their

delight is in deceit: blessing is in their mouths but cursing in their
hearts. (Selah.)

5My soul, put all your faith in God; for from him comesmy hope.
6 He only is my Rock and my salvation; he is my high tower; I will not be

greatly moved.
7 In God is my salvation, andmy glory; the Rock of my strength, andmy safe

place.
8Have faith in him at all times, you people; let your hearts go flowing out

before him: God is our safe place. (Selah.)
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9Truly men of low birth are nothing, andmen of high position are not what
they seem; if they are put in the scales together they are less than a
breath.

10Have no faith in the rewards of evil-doing, or in profits wrongly made: if
your wealth is increased, do not put your hopes on it.

11Once has God said, twice has it come tomy ears, that power is God's:
12And mercy, O Lord, is yours, for you give to every man the reward of his

work.

63
A Psalm. Of David. When he was in the waste land of Judah.
1O God, you are my God; early will I makemy search for you: my soul is dry

for need of you, my flesh is wasted with desire for you, as a dry and
burning land where no water is;

2To see your power and your glory, as I have seen you in the holy place.
3Because yourmercy is better than life, my lips will give you praise.
4 So will I go on blessing you all my life, lifting upmy hands in your name.
5My soul will be comforted, as with good food; and my mouth will give you

praise with songs of joy;
6When thememory of you comes tome onmy bed, andwhen I give thought

to you in the night-time.
7Because you have beenmy help, I will have joy in the shade of your wings.
8My soul keeps ever near you: your right hand is my support.
9 But those whose desire is my soul's destruction will go down to the lower

parts of the earth.
10They will be cut off by the sword; they will be food for foxes.
11But the king will have joy in God; everyone who takes an oath by himwill

have cause for pride; but the false mouth will be stopped.

64
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1OGod, let the voice ofmy grief come to your ear: keepmy life from the fear

of those who are against me.
2Keepme safe from the secret purpose of wrongdoers; from the band of the

workers of evil;
3Whomake their tongues sharp like a sword, andwhose arrows are pointed,

even bitter words;
4 So that in secret they may let loose their arrows at the upright, suddenly

and unseen.
5Theymake themselves strong in an evil purpose; theymakeholes for secret

nets; they say, Whowill see it,
6Or make discovery of our secret purpose? The design is framed with care;

and the inner thought of a man, and his heart, is deep.
7But God sends out an arrow against them; suddenly they are wounded.
8The evil of their tongues is the cause of their fall; all thosewho see themare

shaking their heads at them.
9And in fear men make public the works of God; and giving thought to his

acts they get wisdom.
10Theuprightwill beglad in theLordandhavehope inhim; andall the lovers

of righteousness will give him glory.

65
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David. A Song.
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1 It is right for you, O God, to have praise in Zion: to you let the offering be
made.

2To you, O hearer of prayer, let the words of all flesh come.
3Evils have overcome us: but as for our sins, you will take them away.
4Happy is themanofyour selection, towhomyougivea resting-place inyour

house; we will be full of the good things out of your holy place.
5Youwill give us an answer in righteousness by great acts of power, OGod of

our salvation; youwho are the hope of all the ends of the earth, and of
the far-off lands of the sea;

6 The God by whose strength the mountains are fixed; who is robed with
power:

7Whomakes the loud voice of the sea quiet, and puts an end to the sound of
its waves.

8Those in the farthest parts of the earth have fear when they see your signs:
the outgoings of themorning and evening are glad because of you.

9You have given your blessing to the earth, watering it andmaking it fertile;
the river of God is full of water: and having made it ready, you give
men grain.

10 You make the ploughed lands full of water; you make smooth the slopes:
you make the earth soft with showers, sending your blessing on its
growth.

11 The year is crowned with the good you give; life-giving rain is dropping
from your footsteps,

12Falling on the grass of the waste land: and the little hills are glad on every
side.

13 The grass-land is thick with flocks; the valleys are full of grain; they give
glad cries and songs of joy.

66
To the chief music-maker. A Song. A Psalm.
1 Send up a glad cry to God, all the earth:
2Make a song in honour of his name: give praise and glory to him.
3Say to God, How greatly to be feared are yourworks! because of your great

power your haters are forced to put themselves under your feet.
4 Let all the earth give you worship, and make songs to you; let them make

songs to your name. (Selah.)
5 Come and see the works of God: he is to be feared in all he does to the

children of men.
6The seawas turned intodry land: theywent through the river on foot: there

did we have joy in him.
7He is ruling in power for ever; his eyes are watching the nations: may his

haters have no strength against him. (Selah.)
8Give blessings to our God, O you peoples, let the voice of his praise be loud;
9Because he gives us life, and has not let our feet bemoved.
10For you, O God, have put us to the test: testing us by fire like silver.
11You let us be put in prison; chains were put on our legs.
12You let men go driving over our heads; we went through fire and through

water; but you took us out into a wide place.
13 I will come into your house with burned offerings, I will make payment of

my debt to you,
14 Keeping the word which came from my lips, and which my mouth said,

when I was in trouble.
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15 I will give you burned offerings of fat beasts, and the smoke of sheep; I will
make offerings of oxen and goats. (Selah.)

16Come, give ear tome, all you God-fearingmen, so that I maymake clear to
you what he has done for my soul.

17My voice went up to him, and I was lifted up from the underworld.
18 I said inmy heart, The Lord will not give ear to me:
19But truly God's ear has been open; he has give attention to the voice of my

prayer.
20Praise be toGodwhohas not taken awayhis good faith andhismercy from

me.

67
To the chief music-maker. With corded instruments. A Psalm. A Song.
1May God give us mercy and blessing, and let the light of his face be shining

on us; (Selah.)
2 So that men may see your way on the earth, and your salvation among all

nations.
3Let the peoples give you praise, O God; let all the peoples give you praise.
4O let the nations be glad, and make song of joy; for you will be the judge of

the peoples in righteousness, guiding the nations of the earth. (Selah.)
5Let the peoples give you praise, O God; let all the peoples give you praise.
6 The earth has given her increase; and God, even our God, will give us his

blessing.
7Godwill give us his blessing; so let all the ends of the earth be in fear of him.

68
To the chief music-maker. Of David. A Psalm. A Song.
1Let God be seen, and let his haters be put to flight; let thosewho are against

him be turned back before him.
2Let them be like smoke before the driving wind; as wax turning soft before

the fire, so let them come to an end before the power of God.
3But let theupright be glad; let themhavedelight beforeGod; let thembe full

of joy.
4Make songs to God, make songs of praise to his name; make a way for him

who comes through the waste lands; his name is Jah; be glad before
him.

5A father to those who have no father, a judge of the widows, is God in his
holy place.

6 Those who are without friends, God puts in families; he makes free those
who are in chains; but thosewho are turned away fromhim are given
a dry land.

7 O God, when you went out before your people, wandering through the
waste land; (Selah.)

8The earth was shaking and the heavens were streaming, because God was
present; even Sinai itself was moved before God, the God of Israel.

9You, OGod, did freely send the rain, giving strength to theweariness of your
heritage.

10 Those whose resting-place was there, even the poor, were comforted by
your good things, O God.

11 The Lord gives the word; great is the number of the women who make it
public.

12Kings of armies quickly go in flight: and the women in the houses make a
division of their goods.
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13Will you take your rest among the flocks? like the wings of a dove covered
with silver, and its feathers with yellow gold.

14 When the Most High put the kings to flight, it was as white as snow in
Salmon.

15A hill of God is the hill of Bashan; a hill with high tops is the hill of Bashan.
16Why are you looking with envy, you high hills, on the hill desired by God

as his resting-place? truly, God will make it his house for ever.
17 The war-carriage of God is among Israel's thousands; the Lord has come

from Sinai to the holy place.
18You have gone up on high, taking your prisonerswith you; you have taken

offerings frommen; the LordGodhas taken his place on the seat of his
power.

19 Praise be to the Lord, who is our support day by day, even the God of our
salvation. (Selah.)

20Our God is for us a God of salvation; his are the ways out of death.
21The heads of the haters of God will be crushed; even the head of himwho

still goes on in his evil ways.
22TheLordsaid, Iwillmake themcomeback fromBashan, and fromthedeep

parts of the sea;
23So that your footmay be redwith blood, and the tongues of your dogswith

the same.
24Wesee your going, OGod: even the going ofmyGod,myKing, into the holy

place.
25Themakers of songs go before, the players ofmusic come after, among the

young girls playing on brass instruments.
26Give praise toGod in the greatmeeting; even theLord, youwho come from

the fountain of Israel.
27There is little Benjamin ruling them, the chiefs of Judahand their army, the

rulers of Zebulun and the rulers of Naphtali.
28O God, send out your strength; the strength, O God, with which you have

done great things for us,
29Out of your Temple in Jerusalem.
30 Say sharp words to the beast among the water-plants, the band of strong

ones, with the lords of the peoples, put an end to the people whose
delight is in war.

31 Kings will give you offerings, they will come out of Egypt; from Pathros
will come offerings of silver; Ethiopiawill be stretching out her hands
to God.

32Make songs to God, you kingdoms of the earth; O make songs of praise to
the Lord; (Selah.)

33 To him who goes or the clouds of heaven, the heaven which was from
earliest times; he sends out his voice of power.

34Make clear that strength is God's: he is lifted up over Israel, and his power
is in the clouds.

35 O God, you are to be feared in your holy place: the God of Israel gives
strength and power to his people. Praise be to God.

69
To the chief music-maker; put to Shoshannim. Of David.
1Bemy saviour, O God; because the waters have come in, even to my neck.
2My feet are deep in the soft earth, where there is no support; I have come

into deep waters, the waves are flowing over me.
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3 I am tired with my crying; my throat is burning: my eyes are wasted with
waiting for my God.

4 Those who have hate for me without cause are greater in number than
the hairs of my head; those who are against me, falsely desiring my
destruction, are very strong; I gave back what I had not taken away.

5O God, you see how foolish I am; andmywrongdoing is clear to you.
6Let not those who have hope in you be put to shame because of me, O Lord

God of armies: let not those who are waiting for you be made low
because of me, O God of Israel.

7 I have been wounded with sharp words because of you; my face has been
covered with shame.

8 I have become strange tomy brothers, and like aman from a far country to
mymother's children.

9 I amonfirewith passion for your house; and thehard thingswhich are said
about you have come onme.

10My bitter weeping, andmy going without food, were turned tomy shame.
11When I put on the clothing of grief, they said evil of me.
12 I am a cause ofwonder to those in authority; a song to thosewho are given

to strong drink.
13 But as for me, let my prayer be made to you, O Lord, at a time when you

are pleased; O God, give me an answer in your great mercy, for your
salvation is certain.

14Takeme from the grip of the sticky earth, so that Imay not go down into it;
let me be lifted up from the deep waters.

15 Let me not be covered by the flowing waters; let not the deep waters go
over my head, and let me not be shut up in the underworld.

16Give an answer to mywords, O Lord; for yourmercy is good: be turned to
me, because of your great pity.

17Letnot your facebe covered fromyour servant, for I am in trouble; quickly
give me an answer.

18 Come near to my soul, for its salvation: be my saviour, because of those
who are against me.

19You have seen my shame, how I was laughed at and made low; my haters
are all before you.

20My heart is broken by bitter words, I am full of grief; I made a search for
some to have pity onme, but there was no one; I had no comforter.

21They gaveme poison for my food; and bitter wine for my drink.
22Let their table before thembe for their destruction; let their feasts become

a net to take them.
23Let their eyes be blind so that theymay not see; let their bodies for ever be

shaking.
24Let your curse come on them; let the heat of your wrath overtake them.
25Give their houses to destruction, and let there be no one in their tents.
26 Because they are cruel to him against whom your hand is turned; they

make bitter the grief of himwho is wounded by you.
27Let their punishment be increased; let themnot come into your righteous-

ness.
28 Let their names be taken from the book of the living, let them not be

numbered with the upright.
29 But I am poor and full of sorrow; let me be lifted up by your salvation, O

Lord.
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30 I will give praise to the name of Godwith a song; I will give glory to him for
what he has done.

31 This will be more pleasing to the Lord than an ox, or a young ox of full
growth.

32The poorwill see it and be glad: youwho are lovers of God, let your hearts
have life.

33 For the ears of the Lord are open to the poor, and he takes thought for his
prisoners.

34Let the heavens and the earth give praise to him, the seas, and everything
moving in them.

35For God will be the saviour of Zion, and the builder of the towns of Judah;
so that it may be their resting-place and heritage.

36 The seed of his servants will have their part in it, and there the lovers of
his namewill have rest.

70
To the chief music-maker. Of David. To keep inmemory.
1Let your salvation come quickly, O God; come quickly to my help, O Lord.
2Let thosewho go aftermy soul have shame and trouble; let thosewho have

evil designs against me be turned back andmade foolish.
3Let those who say Aha, aha! be turned back as a reward of their shame.
4 Let all those who are looking for you be glad and have joy in you; let the

lovers of your salvation ever say, May God be great.
5But I am poor and in need; come tome quickly, O God; you aremy help and

my saviour; let there be no waiting, O Lord.

71
1 In you, O Lord, have I put my hope; let me never be shamed.
2 Keep me safe in your righteousness, and come to my help; give ear to my

voice, and bemy saviour.
3 Be my strong Rock, the strong place of my salvation; for you are my Rock,

andmy safe place.
4Omy God, take me out of the hand of the sinner, out of the hand of the evil

and cruel man.
5 For you are my hope, O Lord God; I have had faith in you from the time

when I was young.
6You have beenmy support from the day ofmy birth; you tookme out ofmy

mother's body; my praise will be ever of you.
7 I am awonder to all; but you aremy strong tower.
8Mymouth will be full of your praise and glory all the day.
9 Do not give me up when I am old; be my help even when my strength is

gone.
10Formy haters arewaiting secretly forme; and thosewho arewatching for

my soul are banded together in their evil designs,
11 Saying, God has given him up; go after him and take him, for he has no

helper.
12O God, be not far fromme; Omy God, come quickly to my help.
13Let those who say evil against my soul be overcome and put to shame; let

my haters bemade low and have no honour.
14But I will go on ever hoping, and increasing in all your praise.
15My mouth will make clear your righteousness and your salvation all the

day; for they aremore thanmay bemeasured.



Psalms 71:16 583 Psalms 72:17

16 I will give news of the great acts of the Lord God; mywords will be of your
righteousness, and of yours only.

17O God, you have been my teacher from the time when I was young; and I
have been talking of your works of wonder even till now.

18 Now when I am old and grey-headed, O God, give me not up; till I have
made clear your strength to this generation, and your power to all
those to come.

19Your righteousness, OGod, is veryhigh; youhavedone great things; OGod,
who is like you?

20You, who have sent great and bitter troubles onme, will giveme life again,
lifting me up from the deep waters of the underworld.

21Youwill makeme greater than before, and giveme comfort on every side.
22 I will give praise to you with instruments of music, O my God, for you are

true; I will make songs to you withmusic, O Holy One of Israel.
23 Joywill be onmy lipswhen Imakemelody to you; and inmy soul, towhich

you have given salvation.
24Mytonguewill be talkingof your righteousnessall theday; for thosewhose

purpose is to dome evil have been crushed and put to shame.

72
Of Solomon.
1 Give the king your authority, O God, and your righteousness to the king's

son.
2Mayhe be a judge of your people in righteousness, andmake true decisions

for the poor.
3May themountains give peace to the people, and the hills righteousness.
4Mayhebea judgeof thepooramong thepeople,mayhegive salvation to the

children of those who are in need; by him let the violent be crushed.
5May his life go on as long as the sun andmoon, through all generations.
6May he come down like rain on the cut grass; like showers watering the

earth.
7 Inhisdaysmay theuprightdowell, living inpeaceas longas there is amoon

in heaven.
8Let his kingdom be from sea to sea, from the River to the ends of the earth.
9Let thosewhoare against himgodownbeforehim; and let his haters be low

in the dust.
10 Let the kings of Tarshish and of the islands come back with offerings; let

the kings of Sheba and Seba give of their stores.
11Yes, let all kings go down before him; let all nations be his servants.
12For he will be a saviour to the poor in answer to his cry; and to himwho is

in need, without a helper.
13Hewill have pity on the poor, and be the saviour of those who are in need.
14Hewill keep their souls free fromevil designsandviolentattacks; and their

blood will be of value in his eyes.
15 May he have long life, and may gold from Sheba be given to him: may

prayers be made for him at all times; may blessings be on him every
day.

16May there be wide-stretching fields of grain in the land, shaking on the
top of the mountains, full of fruit like Lebanon: may its stems be
unnumbered like the grass of the earth.

17 May his name go on for ever, as long as the sun: may men be blessing
themselves by him; may all nations be blessing his name.
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18Praise be to the Lord God, the God of Israel, the only doer of wonders.
19Praise to the glory of his noble name for ever; let all the earth be full of his

glory. So be it, So be it.
20The prayers of David, the son of Jesse, are ended.

73
A Psalm. Of Asaph.
1Truly, God is good to Israel, even to such as are clean in heart.
2 But as for me, my feet had almost gone from under me; I was near to

slipping;
3 Because of my envy of the men of pride, when I saw the well-being of the

wrongdoers.
4For they have no pain; their bodies are fat and strong.
5They are not in trouble as others are; they have no part in the unhappy fate

of men.
6 For this reason pride is round them like a chain; they are clothed with

violent behaviour as with a robe.
7Their eyes are bursting with fat; they havemore than their heart's desire.
8 Their thoughts are deep with evil designs; their talk from their seats of

power is of cruel acts.
9Theirmouth goes up toheaven; their tongues gowalking through the earth.
10For this reason they are full of bread; and water is ever flowing for them.
11And they say, How will the Lord see this? is there knowledge in the Most

High?
12 Truly, such are the sinners; they do well at all times, and their wealth is

increased.
13As for me, I have made my heart clean to no purpose, washing my hands

in righteousness;
14 For I have been troubled all the day; every morning have I undergone

punishment.
15 If I would make clear what it is like, I would say, You are false to the

generation of your children.
16Whenmy thoughtswere turned to see the reasonof this, itwas aweariness

in my eyes;
17Till I went into God's holy place, and saw the end of the evil-doers.
18Youput their feetwhere therewas danger of slipping, so that they go down

into destruction.
19How suddenly are they wasted! fears are the cause of their destruction.
20Asadreamwhenone is awake, they are ended; they are like an image gone

out of mind when sleep is over.
21My heart wasmade bitter, and I was pained by the bite of grief:
22As for me, I was foolish, and without knowledge; I was like a beast before

you.
23But still I am ever with you; you have takenme bymy right hand.
24 Your wisdom will be my guide, and later you will put me in a place of

honour.
25 Whom have I in heaven but you? and having you I have no desire for

anything on earth.
26My flesh and my heart are wasting away: but God is the Rock of my heart

andmy eternal heritage.
27For thosewhoare far away fromyouwill come to destruction: youwill put

an end to all those who have not kept faith with you.
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28But it is good for me to come near to God: I have put my faith in the Lord
God, so that I maymake clear all his works.

74
Maschil. Of Asaph.
1OfGod,whyhave youput us away fromyou for ever? why is thefire of your

wrath smoking against the sheep who are your care?
2Keep inmindyourbandofworshippers, forwhomyougavepayment in the

dayswhich are past, whomyou took for yourself as the people of your
heritage; even this mountain of Zion, which has been your resting-
place.

3Goup and see the unending destruction; all the evilwhich your haters have
done in the holy place;

4 Sending out their voices like lions among your worshippers; they have put
up their signs to be seen.

5They are cutting down, like amanwhose blade is lifted up against the thick
trees.

6Your doors are broken downwith hammers and iron blades.
7 They have put on fire your holy place; they have made the place of your

name unclean, pulling it down to the earth.
8They have said in their hearts, Let us put an end to them all together; they

have given over to the fire all God's places of worship in the land.
9We do not see our signs: there is no longer any prophet, or anyone among

us to say how long.
10O God, how long will those who are against us say cruel things? will the

hater go on looking down on your name for ever?
11Why are you keeping back your hand, and covering your right hand in

your robe?
12For from the past God is my King, working salvation in the earth.
13 The sea was parted in two by your strength; the heads of the great sea-

beasts were broken.
14The heads of the great snake were crushed by you; you gave them as food

to the fishes of the sea.
15 You made valleys for fountains and springs; you made the ever-flowing

rivers dry.
16The day is yours and the night is yours: youmade the light and the sun.
17By you all the limits of the earth were fixed; you have made summer and

winter.
18Keep this inmind, O Lord, that your haters have said cruel things, and that

your name has been looked down on by a people of evil behaviour.
19O give not the soul of your dove to the hawk; let not the life of the poor go

out of yourmemory for ever.
20Keep inmind your undertaking; for the dark places of the earth are full of

pride and cruel acts.
21 O let not the crushed be turned back in shame; let the low man and the

poor give praise to your name.
22Up! OGod, be the judge of your cause; keep inmind the bitter thingswhich

theman of evil behaviour says against you every day.
23Keep inmind thevoiceofyourhaters; theoutcryof thosewhocomeagainst

you goes up every day.

75
To the chief music-maker; put to Al-tashheth. A Psalm. Of Asaph. A Song.
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1 To you, O God, we give praise, to you we give praise: and those who give
honour to your namemake clear your works of power.

2When the right time has come, I will be the judge in righteousness.
3When the earth and all its people become feeble, I am the support of its

pillars. (Selah.)
4 I say to themen of pride, Let your pride be gone: and to the sinners, Let not

your horn be lifted up.
5Let not your horn be lifted up: let no more words of pride come from your

outstretched necks.
6For honour does not come from the east, or from thewest, or uplifting from

the south;
7But God is the judge, putting down one, and lifting up another.
8 For in the hand of the Lord is a cup, and the wine is red; it is well mixed,

overflowing from his hand: he will make all the sinners of the earth
take of it, even to the last drop.

9But I will ever be full of joy, making songs of praise to the God of Jacob.
10 By him will all the horns of the sinners be cut off; but the horns of the

upright will be lifted up.

76
To the chief music-maker; put to Neginoth. A Psalm. Of Asaph. A Song.
1 In Judah is the knowledge of God; his name is great in Israel,
2 In Salem is his tent, his resting-place in Zion.
3 There were the arrows of the bow broken, there he put an end to body-

cover, sword, and fight. (Selah.)
4You are shining and full of glory, more than the eternal mountains.
5 Gone is the wealth of the strong, their last sleep has overcome them; the

men of war have become feeble.
6At thevoiceofyourwrath,OGodof Jacob, deepsleephasovercomecarriage

and horse.
7You, you are to be feared; whomay keep his place before you in the time of

your wrath?
8From heaven you gave your decision; the earth, in its fear, gave no sound,
9WhenGod took his place as judge, for the salvation of the poor on the earth.

(Selah.)
10The ... will give you praise; the rest of ...
11Give to the Lord your God what is his by right; let all who are round him

give offerings to himwho is to be feared.
12Heputs an end to thewrath of rulers; he is feared by the kings of the earth.

77
To the chief music-maker. After Jeduthun. Of Asaph. A Psalm.
1 I was crying to God with my voice; even to God with my voice, and he gave

ear to me.
2 In the day of my trouble, my heart was turned to the Lord: my hand

was stretched out in the night without resting; my soul would not be
comforted.

3 I will keep God inmemory, with sounds of grief; my thoughts are troubled,
andmy spirit is overcome. (Selah.)

4You keepmy eyes from sleep; I am so troubled that no words come.
5My thoughts go back to the days of the past, to the years which are gone.
6 The memory of my song comes back to me in the night; my thoughts are

moving inmy heart; my spirit is searching with care.
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7Will the Lord put me away for ever? will he be kind no longer?
8 Is his mercy quite gone for ever? has his word come to nothing?
9Has God put away the memory of his pity? are his mercies shut up by his

wrath? (Selah.)
10And I said, It is a weight on my spirit; but I will keep in mind the years of

the right hand of the Most High.
11 I will keep in mind the works of Jah: I will keep the memory of your

wonders in the past.
12 I will give thought to all your work, while my mind goes over your acts of

power.
13Your way, O God, is holy: what god is so great as our God?
14You are the God who does works of power: you have made your strength

clear to the nations.
15 With your arm you have made your people free, the sons of Jacob and

Joseph. (Selah.)
16 The waters saw you, O God; the waters saw you, they were in fear: even

the deep was troubled.
17 The clouds sent out water; the skies gave out a sound; truly, your arrows

went far and wide.
18The voice of your thunderwent rolling on; theworldwas flamingwith the

light of the storm; the earth was shaking.
19 Your way was in the sea, and your road in the great waters; there was no

knowledge of your footsteps.
20Youwere guiding your people like aflock, by thehandofMoses andAaron.

78
Maschil. Of Asaph.
1Give ear, O my people, to my law; let your ears be bent down to the words

of mymouth.
2Openingmymouth Iwill give out a story, even thedark sayings of old times;
3Which have come to our hearing and our knowledge, as theywere given to

us by our fathers.
4We will not keep them secret from our children; we will make clear to the

coming generation the praises of the Lord and his strength, and the
great works of wonder which he has done.

5Heput up awitness in Jacob, andmade a law in Israel; which he gave to our
fathers so that theymight give knowledge of them to their children;

6 So that the generation to come might have knowledge of them, even the
children of the future, whowould giveword of them to their children;

7 So that they might put their hope in God, and not let God's works go out of
their minds, but keep his laws;

8And not be like their fathers, a stiff-necked and uncontrolled generation; a
generation whose heart was hard, whose spirit was not true to God.

9The children of Ephraim, armedwith bows, were turned back on the day of
the fight.

10 They were not ruled by God's word, and they would not go in the way of
his law;

11They let his works go out of their memory, and the wonders which he had
made them see.

12He did great works before the eyes of their fathers, in the land of Egypt, in
the fields of Zoan.
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13 The sea was cut in two so that they might go through; the waters were
massed together on this side and on that.

14 In the daytime hewas guiding them in the cloud, and all through the night
with a light of fire.

15 The rocks of the waste land were broken by his power, and he gave them
drink as out of the deep waters.

16Hemade streams comeout of the rock; andwaters cameflowingdown like
rivers.

17And they went on sinning against him even more, turning away from the
Most High in the waste land;

18Testing God in their hearts, requestingmeat for their desire.
19 They said bitter words against God, saying, Is God able to make ready a

table in the waste land?
20 See, the rock was cut open by his power, so that the water came rushing

out, and overflowing streams; is he able to give us bread? is he able to
get meat for his people?

21 So these things came to the Lord's ears, and he was angry; and a fire was
lighted against Jacob, and wrath came up against Israel;

22Because they had no faith in God, and no hope in his salvation.
23 And he gave orders to the clouds on high, and the doors of heaven were

open;
24And he sent downmanna like rain for their food, and gave them the grain

of heaven.
25Mantookpart in the foodof strongones; he sent themmeat in fullmeasure.
26He sent an eastwind fromheaven, driving on the southwind byhis power.
27He sent downmeat on them like dust, and feathered birds like the sand of

the sea,
28And he let it come down into their resting-place, round about their tents.
29 So they had food andwere full; for he gave them their desire;
30 But they were not turned from their desires; and while the food was still

in their mouths,
31The wrath of God came on them, and put to death the fattest of them, and

put an end to the youngmen of Israel.
32 For all this they went on sinning even more, and had no faith in his great

wonders.
33 So their days were wasted like a breath, and their years in trouble.
34When he sent death on them, then they made search for him; turning to

him and looking for himwith care;
35 In the memory that God was their Rock, and the Most High God their

saviour.
36But their lips were false to him, and their tongues were untrue to him;
37 And their hearts were not right with him, and they did not keep their

agreement with him.
38But he, being full of pity, has forgiveness for sin, and does not put an end

to man: frequently turning back his wrath, and not being violently
angry.

39 So he kept in mind that they were only flesh; a breath which is quickly
gone, and will not come again.

40How frequently did they go against him in the waste land, and give him
cause for grief in the dry places!

41Again they put God to the test, and gave pain to the Holy One of Israel.
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42 They did not keep in mind the work of his hand, or the day when he took
them from the power of their haters;

43How he had done his signs in Egypt, and his wonders in the field of Zoan;
44 So that their rivers were turned to blood, and they were not able to get

drink from their streams.
45He sent different sorts of flies among them, poisoning their flesh; and frogs

for their destruction.
46He gave the increase of their fields toworms, the fruits of their industry to

the locusts.
47He sent ice for the destruction of their vines; their trees were damaged by

the bitter cold.
48 Ice was rained down on their cattle; thunderstorms sent destruction

among the flocks.
49He sent on them the heat of his wrath, his bitter disgust, letting loose evil

angels among them.
50He let his wrath have its way; he did not keep back their soul from death,

but gave their life to disease.
51 He gave to destruction all the first sons of Egypt; the first-fruits of their

strength in the tents of Ham;
52But he took his people out like sheep, guiding them in thewaste land like a

flock.
53 He took them on safely so that they had no fear; but their haters were

covered by the sea.
54And he was their guide to his holy land, even to the mountain, which his

right hand hadmade his;
55 Driving out nations before them, marking out the line of their heritage,

and giving the people of Israel their tents for a resting-place.
56 But they were bitter against the Most High God, testing him, and not

keeping his laws;
57 Their hearts were turned back and untrue like their fathers; they were

turned to one side like a twisted bow.
58 They made him angry with their high places; moving him to wrath with

their images.
59 When this came to God's ears he was very angry, and gave up Israel

completely;
60 So that he went away from the holy place in Shiloh, the tent which he had

put amongmen;
61Andhe let his strength be taken prisoner, and gave his glory into the hands

of his hater.
62He gave his people up to the sword, and was angry with his heritage.
63 Their young men were burned in the fire; and their virgins were not

praised in the bride-song.
64 Their priests were put to death by the sword, and their widows made no

weeping for them.
65 Then was the Lord like one awaking from sleep, and like a strong man

crying out because of wine.
66His haters were turned back by his blows and shamed for ever.
67Andheput the tent of Josephonone side, and tooknot the tribeofEphraim;
68 But he took the tribe of Judah for himself, and the mountain of Zion, in

which he had pleasure.
69 And he made his holy place like the high heaven, like the earth which is

fixed by him for ever.
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70He took David to be his servant, taking him from the place of the flocks;
71 From looking after the sheep which were giving milk, he took him to give

food to Jacob his people, and to Israel his heritage.
72 So he gave them food with an upright heart, guiding them by the wisdom

of his hands.

79
A Psalm. Of Asaph.
1OGod, the nations have come into your heritage; they havemade your holy

Temple unclean; they havemade Jerusalem amass of broken walls.
2 They have given the bodies of your servants as food to the birds of the air,

and the flesh of your saints to the beasts of the earth.
3Their blood has been flowing like water round about Jerusalem; there was

no one to put them in their last resting-place.
4We are looked down on by our neighbours, we are laughed at and made

sport of by those who are round us.
5 How long, O Lord? will you be angry for ever? will your wrath go on

burning like fire?
6 Let your wrath be on the nations who have no knowledge of you, and on

the kingdomswho have not made prayer to your name.
7For they have taken Jacob for their meat, andmade waste his house.
8Do not keep inmind against us the sins of our fathers; let yourmercy come

to us quickly, for we have beenmade very low.
9Give us help, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name; take us out

of danger and give us forgiveness for our sins, because of your name.
10Why may the nations say, Where is their God? Let payment for the blood

of your servants bemade openly among the nations before our eyes.
11 Let the cry of the prisoner come before you; with your strong arm make

free the children of death;
12And give punishment seven times over into the breast of our neighbours

for the bitter words which they have said against you, O Lord.
13Soweyour people, and the sheep of yourflock,will give you glory for ever:

we will go on praising you through all generations.

80
To the chief music-maker; put to Shoshannim-eduth. Of Asaph. A Psalm.
1Give ear, O Keeper of Israel, guiding Joseph like a flock; you who have your

seat on the winged ones, let your glory be seen.
2 Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, let your strength be awake

from sleep, and come as our salvation.
3Take us back again, O God; let us see the shining of your face, and let us be

safe.
4OLord God of armies, how longwill yourwrath be burning against the rest

of your people?
5Youhavegiven themthebreadofweeping for food; for their drinkyouhave

given them sorrow in great measure.
6Youmakeus a cause ofwar among our neighbours; our haters are laughing

at us among themselves.
7Take us back again, O God of armies; let us see the shining of your face, and

let us be safe.
8You took a vine out of Egypt: driving out the nations, and planting it in their

land.
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9Youmade ready a place for it, so that it might take deep root, and it sent out
its branches over all the land.

10 The mountains were covered with its shade, and the great trees with its
branches.

11 It sent out its arms to the Sea, and its branches to the River.
12Why are its walls broken down by your hands, so that all who go by may

take its fruit?
13 It is uprooted by the pigs from the woods, the beasts of the field get their

food from it.
14 Come back, O God of armies: from heaven let your eyes be turned to this

vine, and give yourmind to it,
15Even to the tree which was planted by your right hand, and to the branch

which youmade strong for yourself.
16 It is burned with fire; it is cut down: they are made waste by the wrath of

your face.
17Let your hand be on theman of your right hand, on the son of manwhom

youmade strong for yourself.
18 So will we not be turned back from you; keep us in life, and we will give

praise to your name.
19Take us back, O Lord God of armies; let us see the shining of your face, and

let us be safe.

81
To the chief music-maker; put to the Gittith. Of Asaph.
1Make a song to God our strength: make a glad cry to the God of Jacob.
2 Take up the melody, playing on an instrument of music, even on corded

instruments.
3Let the horn be sounded in the time of the newmoon, at the full moon, on

our holy feast-day:
4For this is a rule for Israel, and a law of the God of Jacob.
5He gave it to Joseph as a witness, when he went out over the land of Egypt;

then the words of a strange tongue were sounding inmy ears.
6 I took theweight fromhis back; his handsweremade free from the baskets.
7You gave a cry in your trouble, and I made you free; I gave you an answer

in the secret place of the thunder; I put you to the test at the waters of
Meribah. (Selah.)

8Give ear, Omy people, and I will give youmyword, O Israel, if youwill only
do as I say!

9There is to be no strange god among you; you are not to giveworship to any
other god.

10 I am the Lord your God, who took you up from the land of Egypt: let your
mouth be open wide, so that I may give you food.

11 But my people did not give ear to my voice; Israel would have nothing to
do withme.

12 So I gave them up to the desires of their hearts; that they might go after
their evil purposes.

13 If only my people would give ear to me, walking inmyways!
14 I would quickly overcome their haters: my hand would be turned against

those whomake war on them.
15 The haters of the Lord would be broken, and their destruction would be

eternal.
16 I would give them the best grain for food; youwould be full of honey from

the rock.
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82
A Psalm. Of Asaph.
1God is in themeeting-place of God; he is judging among the gods.
2How long will you go on judging falsely, having respect for the persons of

evil-doers? (Selah.)
3Give ear to the cause of the poor and the childrenwithout fathers; let those

who are troubled and in need have their rights.
4Be the saviour of the poor and thosewhohavenothing: take themout of the

hand of the evil-doers.
5 They have no knowledge or sense; they go about in the dark: all the bases

of the earth are moved.
6 I said, You are gods; all of you are the sons of the Most High:
7Butyouwill come todeath likemen, falling likeoneof therulersof theearth.
8Up! O God, come as judge of the earth; for all the nations are your heritage.

83
A Song. A Psalm. Of Asaph.
1O God, do not keep quiet: let your lips be open and take no rest, O God.
2 For see! those who make war on you are out of control; your haters are

lifting up their heads.
3They havemadewise designs against your people, talking together against

those whom you keep in a secret place.
4Theyhave said, Come, let us put anend to themasanation; so that thename

of Israel may go out of man's memory.
5For they have all come to an agreement; they are all joined together against

you:
6The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites; Moab and the Hagarites;
7Gebal and Ammon and Amalek; the Philistines and the people of Tyre;
8Assur is joined with them; they have become the support of the children of

Lot. (Selah.)
9Do to themwhat youdid to theMidianites; what youdid to Sisera and Jabin,

at the stream of Kishon:
10Who came to destruction at En-dor; their bodies became dust and waste.
11Make their chiefs like Oreb and Zeeb; and all their rulers like Zebah and

Zalmunna:
12Who have said, Let us take for our heritage the resting-place of God.
13OmyGod, make them like the rolling dust; like dry stems before thewind.
14As fire burning a wood, and as a flame causing fire on themountains,
15So goafter themwithyour strongwind, and let thembe full of fearbecause

of your storm.
16Let their faces be full of shame; so that theymaygivehonour to yourname,

O Lord.
17Let thembe overcome and troubled for ever; let thembe put to shame and

come to destruction;
18 So that menmay see that you only, whose name is Yahweh, are Most High

over all the earth.

84
To the chief music-maker; put to the Gittith A Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.
1How dear are your tents, O Lord of armies!
2 The passion of my soul's desire is for the house of the Lord; my heart and

my flesh are crying out for the living God.
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3The little birdshaveplaces for themselves,where theymayput their young,
even your altars, O Lord of armies, my King andmy God.

4 Happy are they whose resting-place is in your house: they will still be
praising you. (Selah.)

5Happy is themanwhose strength is in you; inwhoseheart are thehighways
to Zion.

6Going through the valley of balsam-trees, theymake it a place of springs; it
is clothed with blessings by the early rain.

7They go from strength to strength; every one of them comes before God in
Zion.

8O Lord God of armies, let my prayer come to you: give ear, O God of Jacob.
(Selah.)

9O God, let your eyes be on him who is our safe cover, and let your heart be
turned to your king.

10For a day in your house is better than a thousand. It is better to be a door-
keeper in the house of my God, than to be living in the tents of sin.

11 The Lord God is our sun and our strength: the Lord will give grace and
glory: he will not keep back any good thing from those whose ways
are upright.

12O Lord of armies, happy is themanwhose hope is in you.

85
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.
1Lord, you were good to your land: changing the fate of Jacob.
2 The wrongdoing of your people had forgiveness; all their sin had been

covered. (Selah.)
3Youwere no longer angry: you were turned from the heat of your wrath.
4Come back to us, O God of our salvation, and be angry with us no longer.
5 Will you go on being angry with us for ever? will you keep your wrath

against us through all the long generations?
6Will you not give us life again, so that your people may be glad in you?
7Let us see yourmercy, O Lord, and give us your salvation.
8 I will give ear to the voice of the Lord; for he will say words of peace to his

people and to his saints; but let themnot go back to their foolishways.
9 Truly, his salvation is near to his worshippers; so that glory may be in our

land.
10Mercy and faith have come together; righteousness and peace have given

one another a kiss.
11Faith comes up from the earth like a plant; righteousness is looking down

from heaven.
12The Lord will give what is good; and our land will give its increase.
13Righteousness will go before him, making a way for his footsteps.

86
A Prayer. Of David.
1Let your ears be open tomy voice, O Lord, and giveme an answer; for I am

poor and in need.
2Keepmy soul, for I am true to you; OmyGod, give salvation to your servant,

whose hope is in you.
3Havemercy onme, O Lord; for my cry goes up to you all the day.
4Make glad the soul of your servant; for it is lifted up to you, O Lord.
5You are good, O Lord, and full of forgiveness; yourmercy is great to all who

make their cry to you.
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6O Lord, give ear to my prayer; and take note of the sound of my requests.
7 In the day of my trouble I send up my cry to you; for you will give me an

answer.
8There is no god like you, O Lord; there are no works like your works.
9Let all the nations whom you have made come and give worship to you, O

Lord, giving glory to your name.
10For you are great, and do great works of wonder; you only are God.
11Make your way clear to me, O Lord; I will go on my way in your faith: let

my heart be glad in the fear of your name.
12 I will give you praise, O Lordmy God, with all my heart; I will give glory to

your name for ever.
13 For your mercy to me is great; you have taken my soul up from the deep

places of the underworld.
14OGod,menof pridehave comeupagainstme, and the armyof violentmen

would takemy life; they have not put you before them.
15 But you, O Lord, are a God full of pity and forgiveness, slow to get angry,

great in mercy andwisdom.
16 O be turned to me and have mercy on me: give your strength to your

servant, and your salvation to the son of her who is your servant.
17 Give me a sign for good; so that my haters may see it and be shamed;

because you, Lord, have beenmy help and comfort.

87
Of the sons of Korah. A Psalm. A Song.
1This house is resting on the holy mountain.
2The Lord has more love for the doors of Zion than for all the tents of Jacob.
3Noble things are said of you, O town of God. (Selah.)
4RahabandBabylonwill benamedamong thosewhohaveknowledgeofme;

see, Philistia and Tyre, with Ethiopia; this man had his birth there.
5Andof Zion itwill be said, This or thatmanhadhis birth there; and theMost

High will make her strong.
6 The Lord will keep in mind, when he is writing the records of the people,

that this man had his birth there. (Selah.)
7 The players on instruments will be there, and the dancers will say, All my

springs are in you.

88
A Song. A Psalm. Of the sons of Korah. To the chief music-maker; put to
Mahalath Leannoth. Maschil. Of Heman the Ezrahite.
1O Lord, God of my salvation, I have been crying to you for help by day and

by night:
2Let my prayer come before you; give ear to my cry:
3Formy soul is full of evils, andmy life has come near to the underworld.
4 I am numbered among those who go down into the earth; I have become

like aman for whom there is no help:
5My soul is among the dead, like those in the underworld, to whom you give

nomore thought; for they are cut off from your care.
6You have put me in the lowest deep, even in dark places.
7 The weight of your wrath is crushing me, all your waves have overcome

me. (Selah.)
8Youhave sentmy friends far away fromme; youhavemademeadisgusting

thing in their eyes: I am shut up, and not able to come out.
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9Myeyes arewasting away because ofmy trouble: Lord,my cry has gone up
to you every day, my hands are stretched out to you.

10Will you do works of wonder for the dead? will the shades come back to
give you praise? (Selah.)

11Will the story of your mercy be given in the house of the dead? will news
of your faith come to the place of destruction?

12 May there be knowledge of your wonders in the dark? or of your
righteousness wherememory is dead?

13 But to you did I send up my cry, O Lord; in the morning my prayer came
before you.

14 Lord, why have you sent away my soul? why is your face covered from
me?

15 I have been troubled and in fear of death from the timewhen Iwas young;
your wrath is hard onme, and I have no strength.

16 The heat of your wrath has gone over me; I am broken by your cruel
punishments.

17 They are round me all the day like water; they have made a circle about
me.

18 You have sent my friends and lovers far from me; I am gone from the
memory of those who are dear to me.

89
Maschil. Of Ethan the Ezrahite.
1My song will be of the mercies of the Lord for ever: with my mouth will I

make his faith clear to all generations.
2 For you have said, Mercy will be made strong for ever; my faith will be

unchanging in the heavens.
3 I have made an agreement with the man of my selection, I have made an

oath to Davidmy servant;
4 I will make your seed go on for ever, your kingdom will be strong through

all generations. (Selah.)
5 In heaven let them give praise for your wonders, O Lord; and your

unchanging faith among the saints.
6 For who is there in the heavens in comparison with the Lord? who is like

the Lord among the sons of the gods?
7God is greatly to be feared among the saints, and to be honoured over all

those who are about him.
8O Lord God of armies, who is strong like you, O Jah? and your unchanging

faith is round about you.
9Youhave rule over the sea in storm;when itswaves are troubled, youmake

them calm.
10 Rahab was crushed by you like one wounded to death; with your strong

arm you put to flight all your haters.
11 Yours are the heavens, and the earth is yours; you have made the world,

and everything which is in it.
12You have made the north and the south; Tabor and Hermon are sounding

with joy at your name.
13Yours is an arm of power; strong is your hand and high your right hand.
14 The seat of your kingdom is resting on righteousness and right judging:

mercy and good faith come before your face.
15Happyare thepeoplewhohaveknowledgeof theholy cry: the light of your

face, O Lord, will be shining on their way.
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16 In your namewill they have joy all the day: in your righteousnesswill they
be lifted up.

17 For you are the glory of their strength; in your pleasure will our horn be
lifted up.

18For our breastplate is the Lord; and our king is the Holy One of Israel's.
19 Then your voice came to your holy one in a vision, saying, I have put the

crown on a strong one, lifting up one taken from among the people.
20 I have made discovery of David my servant; I have put my holy oil on his

head.
21My handwill be his support; my armwill give him strength.
22The deceit of thosewho are against himwill not overcomehim; hewill not

be troubled by the sons of evil.
23 Iwill have thosewhoareagainst himbrokenbeforehis face, andhishaters

will be crushed undermy blows.
24Butmy faith andmymercywill bewith him; and inmynamewill his horn

be lifted up.
25 I will put his hand in the sea, and his right hand in the rivers.
26Hewill say tome, You aremy father,myGod, and the Rock ofmy salvation.
27And I will make him the first of my sons, most high over the kings of the

earth.
28 I will keepmymercy for him for ever; my agreement with himwill not be

changed.
29His seedwill keep their place for ever; his kingdomwill be eternal, like the

heavens.
30 If his children give upmy law, and are not ruled bymy decisions;
31 If my rules are broken, andmy orders are not kept;
32 Then I will send punishment on them for their sin; my rod will be the

reward of their evil-doing.
33 But I will not take away my mercy from him, and will not be false to my

faith.
34 I will be true to my agreement; the things which have gone out of my lips

will not be changed.
35 I havemade anoath once bymyholy name, that Iwill not be false toDavid.
36His seed will not come to an end for ever; the seat of his kingdom will be

like the sun before me.
37 It will be fixed for ever like the moon; and the witness in heaven is true.

(Selah.)
38But you have put him away in disgust; you have been angry with the king

of your selection.
39 You have made your agreement with your servant of no effect: you have

had no respect for his crown, it has come down even to the earth.
40 All his walls are broken down; you have given his strong towers to

destruction.
41 All those who come by take away his goods; he is laughed at by his

neighbours.
42You have given power to the right hand of his haters; you have made glad

all those who are against him.
43His sword is turned back; you have not been his support in the fight.
44You have put an end to his glory: the seat of his kingdomhas been levelled

to the earth.
45You havemade him old before his time; he is coveredwith shame. (Selah.)
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46How long, OLord,will youKeep yourself for ever fromour eyes? how long
will your wrath be burning like fire?

47 See how short my time is; why have youmade all men for no purpose?
48What man now living will not see death? will he be able to keep back his

soul from the underworld? (Selah.)
49Lord, where are your earlier mercies? where is the oath which you made

to David in unchanging faith?
50 Keep in mind, O Lord, the shame of your servants, and how the bitter

words of all the people have come into my heart;
51Thebitterwordsof yourhaters, OLord, shaming the footstepsof yourking.
52Let the Lord be praised for ever. So be it, So be it.

90
A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.
1Lord, you have been our resting-place in all generations.
2Before the mountains were made, before you had given birth to the earth

and the world, before time was, and for ever, you are God.
3You sendman back to his dust; and say, Go back, you children of men.
4For to you a thousand years are nomore than yesterdaywhen it is past, and

like a watch in the night.
5 ...
6 In themorning it is green; in the evening it is cut down, and becomes dry.
7Weare burned up by the heat of your passion, and troubled by yourwrath.
8You have put our evil doings before you, our secret sins in the light of your

face.
9For all our days have gone by in your wrath; our years come to an end like

a breath.
10Themeasure of our life is seventy years; and if through strength it may be

eighty years, its pride is only trouble and sorrow, for it comes to anend
andwe are quickly gone.

11Who has knowledge of the power of your wrath, or who takes note of the
weight of your passion?

12 So give us knowledge of the number of our days, that we may get a heart
of wisdom.

13 Come back, O Lord; how long? let your purpose for your servants be
changed.

14 In the morning give us your mercy in full measure; so that we may have
joy and delight all our days.

15Make us glad in reward for the days of our sorrow, and for the years in
which we have seen evil.

16Make your work clear to your servants, and your glory to their children.
17Let the pleasure of the Lord our God be on us: O Lord, give strength to the

work of our hands.

91
1Happy is he whose resting-place is in the secret of the Lord, and under the

shade of the wings of the Most High;
2Who says of the Lord, He is my safe place and my tower of strength: he is

my God, in whom is my hope.
3Hewill take youout of thebird-net, andkeepyou safe fromwastingdisease.
4 You will be covered by his feathers; under his wings you will be safe: his

good faith will be your salvation.
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5Youwill have no fear of the evil things of the night, or of the arrow in flight
by day,

6Or of the disease which takes men in the dark, or of the destruction which
makes waste when the sun is high.

7Youwill see a thousand falling by your side, and ten thousand at your right
hand; but it will not come near you.

8Only with your eyes will you see the reward of the evil-doers.
9Because you have said, I am in the hands of the Lord, the Most High is my

safe resting-place;
10No evil will come on you, and no disease will come near your tent.
11 For he will give you into the care of his angels to keep you wherever you

go.
12 In their hands they will keep you up, so that your foot may not be crushed

against a stone.
13 You will put your foot on the lion and the snake; the young lion and the

great snake will be crushed under your feet.
14Because he has given me his love, I will take him out of danger: I will put

him in a place of honour, because he has kept my name in his heart.
15When his cry comes up tome, I will give him an answer: I will bewith him

in trouble; I will make him free from danger and give him honour.
16With long life will he be rewarded; and I will let him seemy salvation.

92
A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath.
1 It is a good thing to give praise to the Lord, and to make melody to your

name, OMost High;
2Tomake clear yourmercy in themorning, and yourunchanging faith every

night;
3 On a ten-corded instrument, and on an instrument of music with a quiet

sound.
4 For you, O Lord, have made me glad through your work; I will have joy in

the works of your hands.
5O Lord, how great are your works! and your thoughts are very deep.
6Aman without sense has no knowledge of this; and a foolish manmay not

take it in.
7When the sinners come up like the grass, and all theworkers of evil dowell

for themselves, it is so that their endmay be eternal destruction.
8But you, O Lord, are on high for ever.
9For see! your haters, O Lord, will be put to death; all theworkers of evil will

be put to flight;
10 But my horn is lifted up like the horn of the ox: the best oil is flowing on

my head.
11My eyes have seen trouble come on my haters; my ears have news of the

fate of the evil-doers who have come up against me.
12 The good man will be like a tall tree in his strength; his growth will be as

the wide-stretching trees of Lebanon.
13Thosewhoareplanted in thehouseof theLordwill comeup tall and strong

in his gardens.
14They will give fruit even when they are old; they will be fertile and full of

growth;
15For a sign that the Lord is upright; he is my Rock, there is no deceit in him.
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93
1The Lord is King; he is clothedwith glory; the Lord is clothedwith strength;

power is the cord of his robe; the world is fixed, so that it may not be
moved.

2The seat of your power has been from the past; you are eternal.
3The rivers send up, O Lord, the rivers send up their voices; they send them

upwith a loud cry.
4 The Lord in heaven is stronger than the noise of great waters, yes, he is

stronger than the great waves of the sea.
5Yourwitness ismost certain; it is right for your house to be holy, O Lord, for

ever.

94
1 O God, in whose hands is punishment, O God of punishment, let your

shining face be seen.
2Be lifted up, O judge of the earth; let their reward come to themen of pride.
3How long will sinners, O Lord, how long will sinners have joy over us?
4Words of pride come from their lips; all the workers of evil say great things

of themselves.
5Your people are crushed by them, O Lord, your heritage is troubled,
6 They put to death the widow and the guest, they take the lives of children

who have no father;
7And they say, Jah will not see it, the God of Jacob will not give thought to it.
8 Give your mind to my words, you who are without wisdom among the

people; you foolishmen, whenwill you be wise?
9Hashebywhomyourearswereplantednohearing? or isheblindbywhom

your eyes were formed?
10Hewho is the judge of the nations, will he not givemen the reward of their

acts, even he who gives knowledge to man?
11TheLordhas knowledge of the thoughts ofman, for they are only a breath.
12 Happy is the man who is guided by you, O Jah, and to whom you give

teaching out of your law;
13So that youmay give himrest from thedays of evil, till a hole ismade ready

for the destruction of the sinners.
14 The Lord will not give up his people, or take away his support from his

heritage;
15But decisionswill again bemade in righteousness; and theywill be kept by

all whose hearts are true.
16Who will give me help against the sinners? and who will be my support

against the workers of evil?
17 If theLordhadnot beenmyhelper,my soulwouldquicklyhave gonedown

into death.
18 If I say, My foot is slipping; yourmercy, O Lord, is my support.
19Among all my troubled thoughts, your comforts are the delight ofmy soul.
20What part with you has the seat of sin, whichmakes evil into a law?
21They are banded together against the soul of the upright, to give decisions

against those who have done no wrong.
22But the Lord is my safe resting-place; my God is the Rock where I am safe.
23Andhehasmade their evil designs comeback on themselves, cutting them

off in their sin; the Lord our Godwill put an end to them.
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95
1O come, let usmake songs to the Lord; sending up glad voices to the Rock of

our salvation.
2Let us comebefore his facewith praises; andmakemelodywith holy songs.
3For the Lord is a great God, and a great King over all gods.
4The deep places of the earth are in his hand; and the tops of themountains

are his.
5The sea is his, and hemade it; and the dry land was formed by his hands.
6O come, let us give worship, falling down on our knees before the Lord our

Maker.
7 For he is our God; and we are the people to whom he gives food, and the

sheep of his flock. Today, if you would only give ear to his voice!
8 Let not your hearts be hard, as at Meribah, as in the day of Massah in the

waste land;
9When your fathers put me to the test and sawmy power andmywork.
10 For forty years I was angry with this generation, and said, They are a

people whose hearts are turned away from me, for they have no
knowledge of myways;

11And I made an oath in my wrath, that they might not come into my place
of rest.

96
1Omake a new song to the Lord; let all the earthmakemelody to the Lord.
2 Make songs to the Lord, blessing his name; give the good news of his

salvation day by day.
3Make clear his glory to the nations, and his wonders to all the peoples.
4For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised; he ismore to be feared than

all other gods.
5For all the godsof thenations are false gods; but theLordmade theheavens.
6Honour and glory are before him: strong and fair is his holy place.
7Give to the Lord, O you families of the peoples, give to the Lord glory and

strength.
8Give to the Lord the glory of his name; take with you an offering and come

into his house.
9Ogiveworship to the Lord inholy robes; be in fear before him, all the earth.
10 Say among the nations, The Lord is King; yes, the world is ordered so that

it may not bemoved; he will be an upright judge of the peoples.
11 Let the heavens have joy and the earth be glad; let the sea be thundering

with all its waters;
12 Let the field be glad, and everything which is in it; yes, let all the trees of

the wood be sounding with joy,
13 Before the Lord, for he is come; he is come to be the judge of the

earth; the earth will be judged in righteousness, and the peoples with
unchanging faith.

97
1The Lord is King, let the earth have joy; let all the sea-lands be glad.
2 Dark clouds are round him; his kingdom is based on righteousness and

right judging.
3Firegoesbeforehim, burningupall thosewhoareagainsthimroundabout.
4His bright flames give light to the world; the earth saw it with fear.
5Themountains became likewax at the coming of the Lord, at the coming of

the Lord of all the earth.
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6The heavens gave out the news of his righteousness, and all the people saw
his glory.

7 Shamed be all those who give worship to images, and take pride in false
gods; give himworship, all you gods.

8 Zion gave ear and was glad; and the daughters of Judah were full of joy,
because of your decisions, O Lord.

9For you, Lord, aremost high over the earth; you are lifted up over all other
gods.

10You who are lovers of the Lord, be haters of evil; he keeps the souls of his
saints; he takes them out of the hand of sinners.

11Light is shining on the lovers of righteousness, and for the upright in heart
there is joy.

12 Be glad in the Lord, you upright men; praising the memory of his holy
name.

98
A Psalm.
1Omake a new song to the Lord, because he has doneworks ofwonder; with

his right hand, and with his holy arm, he has overcome.
2The Lord has given to all the knowledge of his salvation; he hasmade clear

his righteousness in the eyes of the nations.
3 He has kept in mind his mercy and his unchanging faith to the house of

Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
4Let all the earth send out a glad cry to the Lord; soundingwith a loud voice,

and praising himwith songs of joy.
5 Make melody to the Lord with instruments of music; with a corded

instrument and the voice of song.
6With wind instruments and the sound of the horn, make a glad cry before

the Lord, the King.
7 Let the sea be thundering, with all its waters; the world, and all who are

living in it;
8Let the streams make sounds of joy with their hands; let the mountains be

glad together,
9Before the Lord, for he has come as judge of the earth; judging theworld in

righteousness, and giving true decisions for the peoples.

99
1 The Lord is King; let the peoples be in fear: his seat is on the winged ones;

let the earth bemoved.
2The Lord is great in Zion; he is high over all the nations.
3Let themgive praise to your name, for it is great and to be feared; holy is he.
4The king's power is used for righteousness; you give true decisions, judging

rightly in the land of Jacob.
5Give high honour to the Lord our God, worshipping at his feet; holy is he.
6Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among those who gave

honour to his name; they made prayers to the Lord, and he gave
answers to them.

7His voice came to them from the pillar of cloud; they kept his witness, and
the lawwhich he gave them.

8You gave them an answer, O Lord our God; you took away their sin, though
you gave them punishment for their wrongdoing.

9Give high honour to the Lord our God, worshippingwith your faces turned
to his holy hill; for the Lord our God is holy.
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100
A Psalm of Praise.
1Make a glad sound to the Lord, all the earth.
2Give worship to the Lord with joy; come before himwith a song.
3Be certain that the Lord is God; it is hewho hasmade us, andwe are his; we

are his people, and the sheep to whom he gives food.
4 Come into his doors with joy, and into his house with praise; give him

honour, blessing his name.
5For the Lord is good, and hismercy is never-ending; his faith is unchanging

through all generations.

101
A Psalm. Of David.
1 I will make a song of mercy and righteousness; to you, O Lord, will I make

melody.
2 I will do wisely in theway of righteousness: Owhenwill you come tome? I

will be walking inmy house with a true heart.
3 I will not put any evil thing before my eyes; I am against all turning to one

side; I will not have it near me.
4The false heart I will send away fromme: I will not have an evil-doer for a

friend.
5 I will put to death anyone who says evil of his neighbour secretly; the man

with a high look and a heart of pride is disgusting to me.
6My eyeswill be on those of good faith in the land, so that theymay be living

inmy house; he who is walking in the right way will be my servant.
7 The worker of deceit will not come into my house; the false man will have

no place before my eyes.
8Morning by morning will I put to death all the sinners in the land, so that

all evil-doers may be cut off from Jerusalem.

102
A Prayer of the man who is in trouble, when he is overcome, and puts his
grief before the Lord.
1Give ear to my prayer, O Lord, and let my cry come to you.
2Let not your face be veiled fromme in the day ofmy trouble; give ear tome,

and let my cry be answered quickly.
3My days are wasted like smoke, andmy bones are burned up as in a fire.
4My heart is broken; it has become dry and dead like grass, so that I give no

thought to food.
5Because of the voice of my sorrow, my flesh is wasted to the bone.
6 I am like a bird living by itself in the waste places; like the night-bird in a

waste of sand.
7 I keep watch like a bird by itself on the house-top.
8Myhaters say evil ofme all day; thosewho are violent againstmemake use

of my name as a curse.
9 I have had dust for bread andmy drink has beenmixed with weeping:
10Because of your passion and yourwrath, for I have been lifted up and then

made low by you.
11My days are like a shade which is stretched out; I am dry like the grass.
12But you, O Lord, are eternal; and your namewill never come to an end.
13 You will again get up and have mercy on Zion: for the time has come for

her to be comforted.
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14 For your servants take pleasure in her stones, looking with love on her
dust.

15 So the nations will give honour to the name of the Lord, and all the kings
of the earth will be in fear of his glory:

16When the Lordhas put up thewalls of Zion, andhas beenbeen inhis glory;
17Whenhehas givenear to theprayer of thepoor, andhasnot puthis request

on one side.
18Thiswill be put inwriting for the coming generation, and the people of the

future will give praise to the Lord.
19For fromhis holy place the Lord has seen, looking down on the earth from

heaven;
20 Hearing the cry of the prisoner, making free those for whom death is

ordered;
21 So that they may give out the name of the Lord in Zion, and his praise in

Jerusalem;
22When the peoples are come together, and the kingdoms, to giveworship to

the Lord.
23He has takenmy strength fromme in theway; he hasmade shortmy days.
24 I will say, O my God, take me not away before my time; your years go on

through all generations:
25 In the past you put the earth on its base, and the heavens are the work of

your hands.
26They will come to an end, but you will still go on; they all will become old

like a coat, and like a robe they will be changed:
27But you are the unchanging One, and your years will have no end.
28The children of your servantswill have a safe resting-place, and their seed

will be ever before you.

103
Of David.
1Give praise to the Lord, O my soul; let everything in me give praise to his

holy name.
2 Give praise to the Lord, O my soul; let not all his blessings go from your

memory.
3He has forgiveness for all your sins; he takes away all your diseases;
4He keeps back your life from destruction, crowning you with mercy and

grace.
5Hemakes yourmouth full of good things, so that your strength ismadenew

again like the eagle's.
6The Lord gives decisions in righteousness for all who are in trouble.
7 He gave knowledge of his way to Moses, and made his acts clear to the

children of Israel.
8The Lord is kind and full of pity, not quickly made angry, but ever ready to

havemercy.
9His feeling will no longer be bitter; he will not keep his wrath for ever.
10 He has not given us the punishment for our sins, or the reward of our

wrongdoing.
11 For as the heaven is high over the earth, so great is his mercy to his

worshippers.
12As far as the east is from the west, so far has he put our sins from us.
13Asa fatherhaspityonhis children, so theLordhaspityonhisworshippers.
14For he has knowledge of our feeble frame; he sees that we are only dust.
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15As for man, his days are as grass: his beautiful growth is like the flower of
the field.

16The wind goes over it and it is gone; and its place sees it no longer.
17 But the mercy of the Lord is eternal for his worshippers, and their

children's children will see his righteousness;
18 If they keep his agreement, and have his laws inmind to do them.
19 The Lord has made ready his high seat in the heavens; his kingdom is

ruling over all.
20Give praise to the Lord, you his angels, who are great in strength, doing his

orders, and waiting for his voice.
21Give praise to the Lord, all you his armies; and you his servantswho do his

pleasure.
22 Give praise to the Lord, all his works, in all places under his rule: give

praise to the Lord, Omy soul.

104
1Give praise to the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, you are very great; you

are robed with honour and power.
2You are clothed with light as with a robe; stretching out the heavens like a

curtain:
3 The arch of your house is based on the waters; you make the clouds your

carriage; you go on the wings of the wind:
4Hemakes winds his angels, and flames of fire his servants.
5He has made the earth strong on its bases, so that it may not be moved for

ever and ever;
6 Covering it with the sea as with a robe: the waters were high over the

mountains;
7At the voice of your word they went in flight; at the sound of your thunder

they went away in fear;
8 The mountains came up and the valleys went down into the place which

you hadmade ready for them.
9 You made a limit over which they might not go, so that the earth would

never again be covered by them.
10You sent the springs into the valleys; they are flowing between the hills.
11 They give drink to every beast of the field; the mountain asses come to

them for water.
12The birds of the air have their resting-places by them, andmake their song

among the branches.
13He sends down rain from his store-houses on the hills: the earth is full of

the fruit of his works.
14He makes the grass come up for the cattle, and plants for the use of man;

so that breadmay come out of the earth;
15And wine to make glad the heart of man, and oil to make his face shining,

and bread giving strength to his heart.
16 The trees of the Lord are full of growth, the cedars of Lebanon of his

planting;
17Where thebirds have their resting-places; as for the stork, the tall trees are

her house.
18The high hills are a safe place for themountain goats, and the rocks for the

small beasts.
19Hemade the moon for a sign of the divisions of the year; teaching the sun

the time of its going down.
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20When you make it dark, it is night, when all the beasts of the woods come
quietly out of their secret places.

21 The young lions go thundering after their food; searching for their meat
from God.

22 The sun comes up, and they come together, and go back to their secret
places to take their rest.

23Man goes out to his work, and to his business, till the evening.
24OLord, howgreat is the number of yourworks! inwisdomyouhavemade

them all; the earth is full of the things you havemade.
25There is the great, wide sea, where there are living things, great and small,

more thanmay be numbered.
26 There go the ships; there is that great beast, which you have made as a

plaything.
27All of them are waiting for you, to give them their food in its time.
28They takewhat you give them; they are full of the good thingswhich come

from your open hand.
29 If your face is veiled, they are troubled; when you take away their breath,

they come to an end, and go back to the dust.
30 If you send out your spirit, they are given life; you make new the face of

the earth.
31Let the glory of the Lord be for ever; let the Lord have joy in his works:
32Atwhose look the earth is shaking; atwhose touch themountains send out

smoke.
33 Iwillmake songs to theLordallmy life; Iwillmakemelody tomyGodwhile

I havemy being.
34Let my thoughts be sweet to him: I will be glad in the Lord.
35Let sinners be cut off from the earth, and let all evil-doers come to an end.

Give praise to the Lord, Omy soul. Give praise to the Lord.

105
1 O give praise to the Lord; give honour to his name, talking of his doings

among the peoples.
2Let your voice be sounding in songs andmelody; let all your thoughts be of

the wonder of his works.
3Have glory in his holy name; let the hearts of thosewho are searching after

the Lord be glad.
4Let your search be for the Lord and for his strength; let your hearts ever be

turned to him.
5 Keep in mind the great works which he has done; his wonders, and the

decisions of his mouth;
6O you seed of Abraham, his servant, you children of Jacob, his loved ones.
7He is the Lord our God: he is judge of all the earth.
8He has kept his agreement in mind for ever, the word which he gave for a

thousand generations;
9The agreement which hemade with Abraham, and his oath to Isaac;
10And he gave it to Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an eternal agreement;
11 Saying, To you will I give the land of Canaan, the measured line of your

heritage:
12When they were still small in number, and strange in the land;
13When theywent about fromone nation to another, and fromone kingdom

to another people.
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14Hewould not let anyone do themwrong; he even kept back kings because
of them,

15 Saying, Put not your hand on those who have been marked with my holy
oil, and domy prophets no wrong.

16And he took away all food from the land, so that the people were without
bread.

17He sent aman before them, even Joseph, whowas given as a servant for a
price:

18His feet were fixed in chains; his neck was put in iron bands;
19 Till the time when his word came true; he was tested by the word of the

Lord.
20The king sent men to take off his chains; even the ruler of the people, who

let him go free.
21Hemade him lord of his house, and ruler over everything he had;
22To give his chiefs teaching at his pleasure, and so that his law-giversmight

get wisdom from him.
23Then Israel came into Egypt, and Jacob was living in the land of Ham.
24 And his people were greatly increased, and became stronger than those

whowere against them.
25 Their hearts were turned to hate against his people, so that they made

secret designs against them.
26He sent Moses, his servant, and Aaron, theman of his selection.
27He let his signs be seen among the people, and his wonders in the land of

Ham.
28He sent black night andmade it dark; and they did not go against hisword.
29 At his word their waters were turned to blood, and he sent death on all

their fish.
30Their land was full of frogs, even in the rooms of the king.
31He gave theword, and there came the dog-fly, and insects over all the land.
32He gave them ice for rain, and flaming fire in their land.
33He gave their vines and their fig-trees to destruction, and the trees of their

land were broken down.
34 At his word the locusts came, and young locusts more than might be

numbered,
35Andput an end to all the plants of their land, taking all the fruit of the earth

for food.
36He put to death the first child of every family in the land, the first-fruits of

their strength.
37 He took his people out with silver and gold: there was not one feeble

person among them.
38 Egypt was glad when they went; for the fear of them had come down on

them.
39A cloud was stretched over them for a cover; and he sent fire to give light

in the night.
40At the people's request he sent birds, and gave them the bread of heaven

for food.
41His hand made the rock open, and the waters came streaming out; they

went down through the dry places like a river.
42For he kept in mind his holy word, and Abraham, his servant.
43Andhe tookhis people outwith joy, themenofhis selectionwith glad cries:
44 And gave them the lands of the nations; and they took the work of the

peoples for a heritage;
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45 So that they might keep his orders, and be true to his laws. Give praise to
the Lord.

106
1 Let the Lord be praised. O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his

mercy is unchanging for ever.
2Who is able to give an account of the great acts of the Lord, or tomake clear

all his praise?
3Happy are they whose decisions are upright, and he who does righteous-

ness at all times.
4 Keep me in mind, O Lord, when you are good to your people; O let your

salvation come tome;
5 So that I may see the well-being of the people of your selection, and have a

part in the joy of your nation, and take pride in your heritage.
6We are sinners like our fathers, we have done wrong, our acts are evil.
7Our fathersdidnot give thought to yourwonders inEgypt; theydidnot keep

in memory the great number of your mercies, but gave you cause for
wrath at the sea, even at the Red Sea.

8 But he was their saviour because of his name, so that men might see his
great power.

9By his word the Red Seawasmade dry: and he took them through the deep
waters as through the waste land.

10 And he took them safely out of the hands of their haters, and kept them
from the attacks of those whowere against them.

11And the waters went over their haters; all of them came to an end.
12Then they had faith in his words; they gave him songs of praise.
13But theirmemory of his workswas short; not waiting to be guided by him,
14 They gave way to their evil desires in the waste land, and put God to the

test in the dry places.
15Andhe gave them their request, but sent awasting disease into their souls.
16They were full of envy against Moses among the tents, and against Aaron,

the holy one of the Lord.
17The earth openingput an end toDathan, coveringupAbiramandhis band.
18And a fire was lighted among their tents; the sinners were burned up by

the flames.
19Theymade a young ox in Horeb, and gave worship to an image of gold.
20And their glory was changed into the image of an ox, whose food is grass.
21 They had no memory of God their saviour, who had done great things in

Egypt;
22Works of wonder in the land of Ham, and things of fear by the Red Sea.
23And he was purposing to put an end to them if Moses, his special servant,

hadnot goneupbeforehim, betweenhimandhispeople, turningback
his wrath, to keep them from destruction.

24They were disgusted with the good land; they had no belief in his word;
25Talking against him secretly in their tents, they didnot give ear to the voice

of the Lord.
26 So hemade an oath against them, to put an end to them in the waste land:
27That their childrenmight bemixed among the nations, and sent away into

other lands.
28 And they were joined to Baal-peor, and took part in the offerings to the

dead.
29 So theymade him angry by their behaviour; and he sent disease on them.



Psalms 106:30 608 Psalms 107:11

30Then Phinehas got up, andmade prayer for them; and the diseasewent no
farther.

31Andall thegenerations comingafterhimkept thememoryofhis righteous-
ness for ever.

32 They made God angry again at the waters of Meribah, so that Moses was
troubled because of them;

33For theymade his spirit bitter, and he said unwise things.
34They did not put an end to the peoples, as the Lord had said;
35But they were joined to the nations, learning their works.
36And they gave worship to images; which were a danger to them:
37They evenmade offerings of their sons and their daughters to evil spirits,
38 And gave the blood of their sons and their daughters who had done no

wrong, offering them to the images of Canaan; and the landwasmade
unclean with blood.

39So they becameunclean through theirworks, going after their evil desires.
40 Then the wrath of the Lord was burning against his people, and he was

angry with his heritage.
41 And he gave them into the hands of the nations; and they were ruled by

their haters.
42By them they were crushed, andmade low under their hands.
43Again and again he made them free; but their hearts were turned against

his purpose, and they were overcome by their sins.
44But when their cry came to his ears, he had pity on their trouble:
45 And kept in mind his agreement with them, and in his great mercy gave

them forgiveness.
46He put pity into the hearts of those whomade them prisoners.
47Be our saviour, O Lord ourGod, and let us comeback together fromamong

the nations, so that we may give honour to your holy name, and have
glory in your praise.

48 Praise be to the Lord God of Israel for ever and for ever; and let all the
people say, So be it. Give praise to the Lord.

107
1 O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy is unchanging for

ever.
2Let thosewhose cause theLordhas takenup say so, his peoplewhomhehas

taken out of the hands of their haters;
3Making them come together out of all the lands, from the east and from the

west, from the north and from the south.
4 They were wandering in the waste places; they saw no way to a resting-

place.
5Their souls became feeble for need of food and drink.
6 Then they sent up their cry to the Lord in their sorrow, and he gave them

salvation out of all their troubles;
7Guiding themin the rightway, so that theymight come into the townof their

resting-place.
8 Let men give praise to the Lord for his mercy, and for the wonders which

he does for the children of men!
9He gives its desire to the unresting soul, so that it is full of good things.
10 Those who were in the dark, in the black night, in chains of sorrow and

iron;
11 Because they went against the words of God, and gave no thought to the

laws of the Most High:
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12 So that he made their hearts weighted down with grief; they were falling,
and had no helper.

13Then they sent up their cry to the Lord in their sorrow, and he gave them
salvation out of all their troubles.

14He took themout of the dark and the black night, and all their chainswere
broken.

15Let men give praise to the Lord for his mercy, and for the wonders which
he does for the children of men!

16The doors of brass are broken by his arm, and the bands of iron are cut in
two.

17 Foolish men, because of their sins, and because of their wrongdoing, are
troubled;

18They are disgusted by all food, and they come near to the doors of death.
19Then they send up their cry to the Lord in their sorrow, and he gives them

salvation out of all their troubles.
20 He sent his word and made them well, and kept them safe from the

underworld.
21Let men give praise to the Lord for his mercy, and for the wonders which

he does for the children of men!
22 Let them make offerings of praise, giving news of his works with cries of

joy.
23Thosewhogodown to the sea in ships,whodobusiness in thegreatwaters;
24They see the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep.
25For at his word comes up the storm-wind, lifting high the waves.
26The sailors goup toheaven, anddown into thedeep; their souls arewasted

because of their trouble.
27They are turned here and there, rolling like amanwho is full of wine; and

all their wisdom comes to nothing.
28Then they send up their cry to the Lord in their sorrow, and he gives them

salvation out of all their troubles.
29Hemakes the storm into a calm, so that the waves are at peace.
30 Then they are glad, because the sea is quiet, and he takes them to the

harbour of their desire.
31Let men give praise to the Lord for his mercy, and for the wonders which

he does for the children of men!
32Let them give glory to him in themeeting of the people, and praise among

the chiefs.
33Hemakes rivers into waste places, and springs of water into a dry land;
34He makes a fertile country into a salt waste, because of the sins of those

who are living there.
35He makes a waste land into a place of water, and a dry land into water-

springs.
36 And there he gives the poor a resting-place, so that they may make

themselves a town;
37And put seed in the fields andmake vine-gardens, to give them fruit.
38 He gives them his blessing so that they are increased greatly, and their

cattle do not become less.
39Andwhen they aremade low, and crushed by trouble and sorrow,
40 He puts an end to the pride of kings, and sends them wandering in the

waste lands where there is no way.
41But he puts the poormanonhigh fromhis troubles, and gives him families

like a flock.
42The upright see it and are glad: the mouth of the sinner is stopped.
43Let the wise give thought to these things, and see themercies of the Lord.
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108
A Song. A Psalm. Of David.
1OGod,my heart is fixed; I will make songs andmelody, evenwithmy glory.
2Giveoutyour sounds,Ocorded instruments: thedawnwill beawakingwith

my song.
3 I will give you praise, O Lord, among the peoples; I willmakemelody to you

among the nations.
4For yourmercy is higher than theheavens: andyourunchanging faith than

the clouds.
5Be lifted up, O God, higher than the heavens; let your glory be over all the

earth.
6Let your right hand be stretched out for salvation, and give me an answer,

so that your loved ones may be safe from danger.
7 This is the word of the holy God: I will be glad; I will make Shechem a

heritage, measuring out the valley of Succoth.
8 Gilead is mine; Manasseh is mine; Ephraim is the strength of my head;

Judah is my law-giver;
9Moab ismywashpot; on Edom is the resting-place ofmy shoe; over Philistia

will I send out a glad cry.
10Whowill takeme into the strong town? whowill be my guide into Edom?
11Have you not sent us away from you, O God? and you go not out with our

armies.
12Give us help in our trouble; for there is no help inman.
13With God we will do great things; for by him will our haters be crushed

underfoot.

109
To the chief music-maker. Of David. A Psalm.
1God of my praise, let my prayer be answered;
2For themouth of the sinner is open againstme in deceit: his tonguehas said

false things against me.
3Words of hate are roundaboutme; theyhavemadewar againstmewithout

cause.
4Formy love they give me back hate; but I have givenmyself to prayer.
5They have put onme evil for good; hate in exchange for my love.
6Put an evil man over him; and let one be placed at his right hand to say evil

of him.
7 When he is judged, let the decision go against him; and may his prayer

become sin.
8Let his life be short; let another take his position of authority.
9Let his children have no father, and his wife bemade a widow.
10Let his children bewanderers, looking to others for their food; let thembe

sent away from the company of their friends.
11Let his creditor take all his goods; and let others have theprofit of hiswork.
12Let noman have pity on him, or give help to his children when he is dead.
13 Let his seed be cut off; in the coming generation let their name go out of

memory.
14Let the Lord keep in mind the wrongdoing of his fathers; and may the sin

of his mother have no forgiveness.
15Let them be ever before the eyes of the Lord, so that the memory of them

may be cut off from the earth.
16Because he had nomercy, but was cruel to the low and the poor, designing

the death of the broken-hearted.
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17 As he took pleasure in cursing, so let it come on him; and as he had no
delight in blessing, let it be far from him.

18He put on cursing like a robe, and it has come into his body like water, and
into his bones like oil.

19 Let it be to him as a robe which he puts on, let it be like a band which is
round him at all times.

20Let this be the reward given tomy haters from the Lord, and to those who
say evil of my soul.

21But, O Lord God, give me your help, because of your name; take me out of
danger, because yourmercy is good.

22For I am poor and in need, andmy heart is wounded inme.
23 I am gone like the shade when it is stretched out: I am forced out of my

place like a locust.
24My knees are feeble for need of food; there is no fat onmy bones.
25As for me, theymake sport of me; shaking their heads when they seeme.
26Giveme help, O Lordmy God; in yourmercy bemy saviour;
27 So that they may see that it is the work of your hand; that you, Lord, have

done it.
28 They may give curses but you give blessing; when they come up against

me, put them to shame; but let your servant be glad.
29Let my haters be clothed with shame, covering themselves with shame as

with a robe.
30 I will give the Lord great praise with my mouth; yes, I will give praise to

him among all the people.
31For he is ever at the right hand of the poor, to take him out of the hands of

those who go after his soul.

110
A Psalm. Of David.
1The Lord said tomy lord, Be seated at my right hand, till I put all those who

are against you under your feet.
2TheLordwill sendout the rodof your strength fromZion; be king over your

haters.
3 Your people give themselves gladly in the day of your power; like the dew

of themorning on the holymountains is the army of your youngmen.
4 The Lord has made an oath, and will not take it back. You are a priest for

ever, after the order of Melchizedek.
5 In thedayofhiswrathkingswill bewoundedby theLordatyour righthand.
6He will be judge among the nations, the valleys will be full of dead bodies;

the head over a great country will be wounded by him.
7Hewill take of the stream by the way; so his head will be lifted up.

111
1 Let the Lord be praised. I will give praise to the Lord with all my heart,

among the upright, and in themeeting of the people.
2Theworks of the Lord are great, searched out by all thosewho have delight

in them.
3His work is full of honour and glory; and his righteousness is unchanging

for ever.
4 Certain for ever is the memory of his wonders: the Lord is full of pity and

mercy.
5He has given food to his worshippers; he will keep his agreement in mind

for ever.
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6He has made clear to his people the power of his works, giving them the
heritage of the nations.

7 The works of his hands are faith and righteousness; all his laws are
unchanging.

8They are fixed for ever and ever, they are done in faith and righteousness.
9He has sent salvation to his people; he has given his word for ever: holy is

his name and greatly to be feared.
10The fear of the Lord is the best part of wisdom: all thosewho keep his laws

are wise: his praise is eternal.

112
1 Let the Lord be praised. Happy is the man who gives honour to the Lord,

and has great delight in his laws.
2His seed will be strong on the earth; blessings will be on the generation of

the upright.
3A store ofwealthwill be in his house, and his righteousnesswill be for ever.
4 For the upright there is a light shining in the dark; he is full of grace and

pity.
5All is well for the man who is kind and gives freely to others; he will make

good his cause when he is judged.
6Hewill not ever bemoved; thememoryof theuprightwill be living for ever.
7He will have no fear of evil news; his heart is fixed, for his hope is in the

Lord.
8His heart is resting safely, he will have no fear, till he sees trouble come on

his haters.
9He has givenwith open hands to the poor; his righteousness is for ever; his

horn will be lifted up with honour.
10 The sinner will see it with grief; he will be wasted away with envy; the

desire of the evil-doers will come to nothing.

113
1Let the Lord be praised. O you servants of the Lord, give praise to the name

of the Lord.
2Let blessing be on the name of the Lord, from this time and for ever.
3 From the coming up of the sun to its going down, the Lord's name is to be

praised.
4The Lord is high over all nations, and his glory is higher than the heavens.
5Who is like the Lord our God, who is seated on high,
6Looking down on the heavens, and on the earth?
7He takes the poorman out of the dust, lifting him up from his low position;
8To give him a place among the rulers, even with the rulers of his people.
9 He gives the unfertile woman a family, making her a happy mother of

children. Give praise to the Lord.

114
1When Israel came out of Egypt, the children of Jacob from a people whose

language was strange to them;
2 Judah became his holy place, and Israel his kingdom.
3The sea saw it, and went in flight; Jordan was turned back.
4Themountains were jumping like goats, and the little hills like lambs.
5Whatwaswrongwith you, O sea, that youwent inflight? O Jordan, that you

were turned back?
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6 You mountains, why were you jumping like goats, and you little hills like
lambs?

7Be troubled, O earth, before the Lord, before the God of Jacob;
8Whomade the rock into awater-spring, and the hard stone into a fountain.

115
1Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name let glory be given, because of

yourmercy and your unchanging faith.
2Whymay the nations say, Where is now their God?
3But our God is in heaven: he has done whatever was pleasing to him.
4Their images are silver and gold, the work of men's hands.
5They havemouths, but no voice; they have eyes, but they see not;
6They have ears, but no hearing; they have noses, but no sense of smell;
7 They have hands without feeling, and feet without power of walking; and

no sound comes from their throat.
8Those whomake them are like them; and so is everyone who puts his faith

in them.
9O Israel, have faith in the Lord: he is their help and their breastplate.
10 O house of Aaron, have faith in the Lord: he is their help and their

breastplate.
11 You worshippers of the Lord, have faith in the Lord: he is their help and

their breastplate.
12 The Lord has kept us in mind and will give us his blessing; he will send

blessings on the house of Israel and on the house of Aaron.
13Hewill send blessings on theworshippers of the Lord, on the small and on

the great.
14May the Lord give you and your children still greater increase.
15May you have the blessing of the Lord, whomade heaven and earth.
16 The heavens are the Lord's; but the earth he has given to the children of

men.
17 The dead do not give praise to the Lord; or those who go down to the

underworld.
18But wewill give praise to the Lord now and for ever. Praise be to the Lord.

116
1 I have given my love to the Lord, because he has given ear to the voice of

my cry andmy prayer.
2He has let my request come before him, and I will make my prayer to him

all my days.
3The nets of death were roundme, and the pains of the underworld hadme

in their grip; I was full of trouble and sorrow.
4 Then I made my prayer to the Lord, saying, O Lord, take my soul out of

trouble.
5The Lord is full of grace and righteousness; truly, he is a God of mercy.
6The Lord keeps the simple; I was made low, and he wasmy saviour.
7Come back to your rest, Omy soul; for the Lord has given you your reward.
8 You have taken my soul from the power of death, keeping my eyes from

weeping, andmy feet from falling.
9 I will go before the Lord in the land of the living.
10 I still had faith, though I said, I am in great trouble;
11Though I said inmy fear, All men are false.
12What may I give to the Lord for all the good things which he has done for

me?
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13 I will take the cup of salvation, and give praise to the name of the Lord.
14 I will make the offering of my oath to the Lord, even before all his people.
15Dear in the eyes of the Lord is the death of his saints.
16O Lord, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, the son of her who is

your servant; by you havemy cords been broken.
17 I will give an offering of praise to you, andmakemy prayer in the name of

the Lord.
18 I will make the offerings of my oath, even before all his people;
19 In the Lord's house, even in Jerusalem. Praise be to the Lord.

117
1Let all the nations give praise to the Lord: let all the people give him praise.
2 For great is his mercy to us, and his faith is unchanging for ever. Praise be

to the Lord.

118
1 O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy is unchanging for

ever.
2Let Israel now say, that his mercy is unchanging for ever.
3Let the house of Aaron now say, that his mercy is unchanging for ever.
4 Let all worshippers of the Lord now say, that his mercy is unchanging for

ever.
5 I made my prayer to the Lord in my trouble: and the Lord gave me an

answer, and put me in a wide place.
6The Lord is onmy side; I will have no fear: what is man able to do to me?
7The Lord is my great helper: I will see my desire against my haters.
8 It is better to have faith in the Lord than to put one's hope inman.
9 It is better to have faith in the Lord than to put one's hope in rulers.
10All thenationshave comeroundme; but in thenameof theLord Iwill have

them cut down.
11They are roundme, yes, they are all aboutme; but in the name of the Lord

I will have them cut down.
12They are roundme like bees; but they are put out like a fire among thorns;

for in the name of the Lord I will have them cut down.
13 I have been hard pushed by you, so that I might have a fall: but the Lord

wasmy helper.
14The Lord is my strength andmy song; he has becomemy salvation.
15The sound of joy and salvation is in the tents of the upright; the right hand

of the Lord does works of power.
16 The right hand of the Lord is lifted up; the right hand of the Lord does

works of power.
17Life andnot deathwill bemypart, and Iwill give out the story of theworks

of the Lord.
18The hand of Jah has been hard onme; but he has not givenme up to death.
19Let the doors of righteousness be open tome; I will go in and give praise to

the Lord.
20 This is the door of the Lord's house; the workers of righteousness will go

in through it.
21 I will give you praise, for you have givenme an answer, and have become

my salvation.
22 The stone which the builders put on one side has become the chief stone

of the building.
23This is the Lord's doing; it is a wonder in our eyes.
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24This is the day which the Lord has made; we will be full of joy and delight
in it.

25 Send salvation now, O Lord; Lord, send us your blessing.
26 A blessing be on him who comes in the name of the Lord; we give you

blessing from the house of the Lord.
27 The Lord is God, and he has given us light; let the holy dance be ordered

with branches, even up to the horns of the altar.
28You aremy God, and I will give you praise; my God, and I will give honour

to your name.
29O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy is unchanging for

ever.

119
ALEPH
1Happy are theywho arewithout sin in their ways, walking in the law of the

Lord.
2Happy are they who keep his unchanging word, searching after him with

all their heart.
3They do no evil; they go in his ways.
4You have put your orders into our hearts, so that wemight keep themwith

care.
5 If only myways were ordered so that I might keep your rules!
6 Then I would not be put to shame, as long as I have respect for all your

teaching.
7 I will give you praisewith an upright heart in learning your right decisions.
8 I will keep your rules: O give me not up completely.
BETH
9Howmay a youngmanmake his way clean? by guiding it after your word.
10 I have made search for you with all my heart: O let me not go wandering

far from your teaching.
11 I have kept your sayings secretly in my heart, so that I might do no sin

against you.
12Praise be to you, O Lord: give me knowledge of your rules.
13Withmy lips have I made clear all the decisions of yourmouth.
14 I have taken asmuch delight in theway of your unchangingword, as in all

wealth.
15 I will give thought to your orders, and have respect for your ways.
16 I will have delight in your rules; I will not let yourword go out ofmymind.
GIMEL
17Giveme, your servant, the reward of life, so that I may keep your word;
18Let my eyes be open to see the wonders of your law.
19 I am living in a strange land: do not let your teachings be kept secret from

me.
20My soul is broken with desire for your decisions at all times.
21 Your hand has been against the men of pride, a curse is on those who go

wandering out of your way.
22Take away fromme shameandbitterwords; for I have kept yourunchang-

ing word inmy heart.
23 Rulers make evil designs against me; but your servant gives thought to

your rules.
24Your unchanging word is my delight, and the guide of my footsteps.
DALETH
25My soul is joined to the dust: O give me life, in keeping with your word.
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26 I put the record ofmyways before you, and you gavemeananswer: O give
me knowledge of your rules.

27Make theway of your orders clear tome; thenmy thoughtswill be ever on
your wonders.

28Mysoul iswastedwithsorrow; givemestrengthagain inkeepingwithyour
word

29Take fromme every false way; and inmercy give me your law.
30 I have taken the way of faith: I have kept your decisions before me.
31 I havebeen true to yourunchangingword; OLord, donot putme to shame.
32 I will go quickly in the way of your teaching, because you have givenme a

free heart.
HE
33O Lord, let me see the way of your rules, and I will keep it to the end.
34 Give me wisdom, so that I may keep your law; going after it with all my

heart.
35Makeme go in the way of your teachings; for they aremy delight.
36Let my heart be turned to your unchanging word, and not to evil desire.
37Let my eyes be turned away fromwhat is false; give me life in your ways.
38Give effect to your word to your servant, in whose heart is the fear of you.
39Take away the shamewhich is my fear; for your decisions are good.
40 See how great is my desire for your orders: give me life in your righteous-

ness.
VAU
41 Let your mercies come to me, O Lord, even your salvation, as you have

said.
42So that Imay have an answer for themanwhowould putme to shame; for

I have faith in your word.
43Take not your true word quite out of mymouth; for I have put my hope in

your decisions.
44 So that I may keep your law for ever and ever;
45 So that my way may be in a wide place: because my search has been for

your orders.
46 So that I may give knowledge of your unchanging word before kings, and

not be put to shame.
47And so that I may take delight in your teachings, to which I have givenmy

love.
48And so that my hands may be stretched out to you; and I will give thought

to your rules.
ZAIN
49Keep inmind yourword to your servant, for on it hasmy hope been fixed.
50This is my comfort in my trouble; that your sayings have givenme life.
51Themen of pride havemade great sport of me; but I have not been turned

from your law.
52 I havekept thememoryof yourdecisions fromtimespast, OLord; and they

have beenmy comfort.
53 I am burning with wrath, because of the sinners who have given up your

law.
54 Your rules have been melodies to me, while I have been living in strange

lands.
55 I have given thought to your name in the night, O Lord, andhave kept your

law.
56This has been true of me, that I have kept your orders in my heart.
CHETH
57The Lord is my heritage: I have said that I would be ruled by your words.
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58 I have given my mind to do your pleasure with all my heart; have mercy
onme, as you have said.

59 I gave thought to my steps, and my feet were turned into the way of your
unchanging word.

60 I was quick to do your orders, and let no time be wasted.
61The cords of evil-doers are roundme; but I have kept in mind your law.
62 In themiddle of thenight Iwill get up to give youpraise, because of all your

right decisions.
63 I keep company with all your worshippers, and those who have your

orders in their memory.
64The earth, O Lord, is full of yourmercy: give me knowledge of your rules.
TETH
65You have done good to your servant, O Lord, in keeping with your word.
66 Give me knowledge and good sense; for I have put my faith in your

teachings.
67Before I was in trouble I went out of the way; but now I keep your word.
68You are good, and your works are good; give me knowledge of your rules.
69 The men of pride have said false things about me; but I will keep your

orders in my heart.
70Their hearts are shut up with fat; but my delight is in your law.
71 It is good for me to have been through trouble; so that I might come to the

knowledge of your rules.
72The law of yourmouth is better to me than thousands of gold and silver.
JOD
73Your hands have made me, and given me form: give me wisdom, so that I

may have knowledge of your teaching.
74 Your worshippers will see me and be glad; because my hope has been in

your word.
75 I have seen, O Lord, that your decisions are right, and that in unchanging

faith you have sent trouble onme.
76Let yourmercy now bemy comfort, as you have said to your servant.
77Let your gentlemercies come tome, so that I may have life; for your law is

my delight.
78Let the men of pride be shamed; because they have falsely given decision

against me; but I will give thought to your orders.
79Let your worshippers be turned to me, and those who have knowledge of

your words.
80Let all my heart be given to your orders, so that I may not be put to shame.
CAPH
81My soul is wasted with desire for your salvation: but I have hope in your

word.
82My eyes are full of weariness with searching for your word, saying,When

will you give me comfort?
83 For I have become like a wine-skin black with smoke; but I still keep the

memory of your rules.
84 How short is the life of your servant! when will you give your decision

against those who are attackingme?
85 The men of pride, who are turned away from your law, have put nets for

me.
86All your teachings are certain; they go after me with evil design; give me

your help.
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87 They had almost put an end to me on earth; but I did not give up your
orders.

88Giveme life in yourmercy; so that Imay be ruled by the unchangingword
of yourmouth.

LAMED
89For ever, O Lord, your word is fixed in heaven.
90Your faith is unchanging from generation to generation: you have put the

earth in its place, and it is not moved.
91They are ruled this day by your decisions; for all things are your servants.
92 If your law had not been my delight, my troubles would have put an end

tome.
93 I will ever keep your orders in mind; for in them I have life.
94 I am yours, O bemy saviour; for my desire has been for your rules.
95 The sinners have been waiting for me to give me up to destruction; but I

will give all mymind to your unchanging ward.
96 I have seen that nothing on earth is complete; but your teaching is very

wide.
MEM
97Owhat love I have for your law! I give thought to it all the day.
98Your teaching has mademewiser thanmy haters: for it is mine for ever.
99 I havemoreknowledge thanallmy teachers, because I give thought toyour

unchanging word.
100 I havemore wisdom than the old, because I have kept your orders.
101 I have kept backmy feet from all evil ways, so that I might be true to your

word.
102My heart has not been turned away from your decisions; for you have

beenmy teacher.
103 How sweet are your sayings to my taste! truly, they are sweeter than

honey inmymouth!
104 Through your orders I get wisdom; for this reason I am a hater of every

false way.
NUN
105Your word is a light for my feet, ever shining onmyway.
106 I havemade an oath and kept it, to be guided by your upright decisions.
107 I am greatly troubled, O Lord, give me life in keeping with your word.
108 Take, O Lord, the free offerings of my mouth, and give me knowledge of

your decisions.
109My soul is ever in danger; but I still keep thememory of your law.
110 Sinners have put a net to takeme; but I was true to your orders.
111 I have taken your unchangingword as an eternal heritage; for it is the joy

of my heart.
112My heart is ever ready to keep your rules, even to the end.
SAMECH
113 I am a hater of men of doubtingmind; but I am a lover of your law.
114You aremy secret place andmy breastplate against danger; my hope is in

your word.
115 Go far from me, you evil-doers; so that I may keep the teachings of my

God.
116 Be my support as you have said, and give me life; let not my hope be

turned to shame.
117Letmenotbemoved, and Iwill be safe, andever takedelight inyour rules.
118You have overcome all those who are wandering from your rules; for all

their thoughts are false.
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119All the sinners of the earth are like waste metal in your eyes; and for this
cause I give my love to your unchanging word.

120My flesh is moved for fear of you; I give honour to your decisions.
AIN
121 I have donewhat is good and right: youwill not giveme into the hands of

those who are working against me.
122Take your servant's interests into your keeping; let me not be crushed by

themen of pride.
123My eyes are wasted with desire for your salvation, and for the word of

your righteousness.
124Begood to your servant in yourmercy, andgiveme teaching inyour rules.
125 I amyour servant; givemewisdom, so that Imay have knowledge of your

unchanging word.
126 It is time, O Lord, for you to let your work be seen; for they have made

your lawwithout effect.
127For this reason I have greater love far your teachings than for gold, even

for shining gold.
128Because of it I keep straight in all things by your orders; and I am a hater

of every false way.
PE
129Your unchanging word is full of wonder; for this reasonmy soul keeps it.
130The opening of your words gives light; it gives good sense to the simple.
131Mymouth was open wide, waiting with great desire for your teachings.
132Let your eyes be turned tome, and havemercy onme, as it is right for you

to do to those who are lovers of your name.
133 Let my steps be guided by your word; and let not sin have control over

me.
134Makeme free from the cruel rule of man; then I will keep your orders.
135Let your servant see the shining of your face; give me knowledge of your

rules.
136Rivers of water are flowing frommy eyes, becausemen do not keep your

law.
TZADE
137O Lord, great is your righteousness, and upright are your decisions.
138You have given your unchangingword in righteousness, and it is for ever.
139My passion has overcome me; because my haters are turned away from

your words.
140Your word is of tested value; and it is dear to your servant.
141 I am small and of no account; but I keep your orders in mind.
142 Your righteousness is an unchanging righteousness, and your law is

certain.
143Pain and trouble have overcomeme: but your teachings are my delight.
144 The righteousness of your unchanging word is eternal; give me wisdom

so that I may have life.
KOPH
145 I have made my prayer with all my heart; give answer to me, O Lord: I

will keep your rules.
146My cry has gone up to you; takeme out of trouble, and I will be guided by

your unchanging word.
147Before the sun is up,my cry for help comes to your ear;myhope is in your

words.
148 In thenightwatches I amawake, so that Imaygive thought to your saying.
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149 Let my voice come to you, in your mercy; O Lord, by your decisions give
me life.

150Thosewhohaveevil designsagainstmecomenear; theyare far fromyour
law.

151You are near, O Lord; and all your teachings are true.
152 I have long had knowledge that your unchanging word is for ever.
RESH
153O seemy trouble, and bemy saviour; for I keep your law inmymind,
154Undertakemy cause, and come tomy help, give me life, as you have said.
155 Salvation is far from evil-doers; for they have made no search for your

rules.
156Great is the number of yourmercies, O Lord; giveme life in keeping with

your decisions.
157 Great is the number of those who are against me; but I have not been

turned away from your unchanging word.
158 I sawwith hate those whowere untrue to you; for they did not keep your

saying.
159 See how great is my love for your orders: give me life, O Lord, in keeping

with yourmercy.
160Yourword is true from the first; and your upright decision is unchanging

for ever.
SHIN
161 Rulers have been cruel to me without cause; but I have the fear of your

word inmy heart.
162 I am delighted by your saying, like a man who makes discovery of great

wealth.
163 I am full of hate and disgust for false words; but I am a lover of your law.
164Seven times a day do I give you praise, because of your upright decisions.
165Great peace have lovers of your law; they have no cause for falling.
166Lord,myhopehas been in your salvation; and I have kept your teachings.
167My soul has kept your unchanging word; great is my love for it.
168 I have been ruled by your orders; for all myways are before you.
TAU
169Letmycry comebefore you,OLord; givemewisdom inkeepingwithyour

word.
170Let my prayer come before you; takeme out of trouble, as you have said.
171Letmy lips beflowingwith praise, because youhave givenmeknowledge

of your rules.
172 Let my tongue make songs in praise of your word; for all your teachings

are righteousness.
173 Let your hand be near for my help; for I have given my heart to your

orders.
174 All my desire has been for your salvation, O Lord; and your law is my

delight.
175Give life to my soul so that it may give you praise; and let your decisions

bemy support.
176 I have gone out of the way like a wandering sheep; make search for your

servant; for I keep your teachings ever inmind.

120
A Song of the going up.
1 In my trouble my cry went up to the Lord, and he gaveme an answer.
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2 O Lord, be the saviour of my soul from false lips, and from the tongue of
deceit.

3What punishment will he give you? what more will he do to you, you false
tongue?

4 Sharp arrows of the strong, and burning fire.
5 Sorrow is mine because I am strange in Meshech, and living in the tents of

Kedar.
6My soul has long been living with the haters of peace.
7 I am for peace: but when I say so, they are for war.

121
A Song of the going up.
1My eyes are lifted up to the hills: O where will my help come from?
2Your help comes from the Lord, whomade heaven and earth.
3May he not let your foot bemoved: no need of sleep has he who keeps you.
4 See, the eyes of Israel's keeper will not be shut in sleep.
5The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on your right hand.
6Youwill not be touched by the sun in the day, or by themoon at night.
7The Lord will keep you safe from all evil; he will take care of your soul.
8TheLordwill keepwatch over your going out and your coming in, from this

time and for ever.

122
A Song of the going up. Of David.
1 I was glad because they said to me,Wewill go into the house of the Lord.
2At last our feet were inside your doors, O Jerusalem.
3O Jerusalem, you are like a townwhich is well joined together;
4 To which the tribes went up, even the tribes of the Lord, for a witness to

Israel, to give praise to the name of the Lord.
5For there seats for the judges were placed, even the rulers' seats of the line

of David.
6Omake prayers for the peace of Jerusalem;may theywhose love is given to

you do well.
7May peace be inside your walls, and wealth in your noble houses.
8Because of my brothers and friends, I will now say, Let peace be with you.
9Because of the house of the Lord our God, I will be working for your good.

123
A Song of the going up.
1To youmy eyes are lifted up, even to you whose seat is in the heavens.
2 See! as the eyes of servants are turned to the hands of their masters, and

the eyes of a servant-girl to her owner, so our eyes are waiting for the
Lord our God, till he has mercy on us.

3Havemercy on us, O Lord, havemercy on us: for all men are looking down
on us.

4For long enough havemen of pridemade sport of our soul.

124
A Song of the going up. Of David.
1 If it had not been the Lord whowas on our side (let Israel now say);
2 If it had not been the Lordwhowas on our side, whenmen cameup against

us;
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3 They would have made a meal of us while still living, in the heat of their
wrath against us:

4Wewould have been covered by the waters; the streams would have gone
over our soul;

5Yes, the waters of pride would have gone over our soul.
6Praise be to the Lord, who has not let us be wounded by their teeth.
7Our soul has gone free like a bird out of thenet of thosewhowould takeher:

the net is broken, and we are free.
8Our help is in the name of the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.

125
A Song of the going up.
1Those whose hope is in the Lord are like the mountain of Zion, which may

not bemoved, but keeps its place for ever.
2 As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about

his people, from this time and for ever.
3 For the rod of sinners will not be resting on the heritage of the upright; so

that the upright may not put out their hands to evil.
4 Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, and to those who are upright in

heart.
5But as for such as are turned out of the straightway, the Lordwill take them

awaywith the workers of evil. Let peace be on Israel.

126
A Song of the going up.
1When the Lordmade a change in Zion's fate, we were like men in a dream.
2 Then our mouths were full of laughing, and our tongues gave a glad cry;

they said among the nations, The Lord has done great things for them.
3The Lord has done great things for us; because of which we are glad.
4Let our fate be changed, O Lord, like the streams in the South.
5Those who put in seed with weeping will get in the grain with cries of joy.
6 Though a man may go out weeping, taking his vessel of seed with him; he

will come again in joy, with the corded stems of grain in his arms.

127
A Song of the going up. Of Solomon.
1 If the Lord is not helping the builders, then the building of a house is to no

purpose: if the Lord does not keep the town, the watchman keeps his
watch for nothing.

2 It is of no use for you to get up early, and to go late to your rest, with the
bread of sorrow for your food; for the Lord gives to his loved ones in
sleep.

3 See, sons are a heritage from the Lord; the fruit of the body is his reward.
4Like arrows in the hand of a man of war, are the children of the young.
5Happy is themanwhohas a good store of them; hewill not be put to shame,

but his cause will be supported by them against his haters.

128
A Song of the going up.
1Happy is the worshipper of the Lord, who is walking in his ways.
2Youwill have the fruit of thework of your hands: happywill you be, and all

will be well for you.
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3Your wife will be like a fertile vine in the inmost parts of your house: your
children will be like olive plants round your table.

4 See! this is the blessing of the worshipper of the Lord.
5 May the Lord send you blessing out of Zion: may you see the good of

Jerusalem all the days of your life.
6May you see your children's children. Peace be on Israel.

129
A Song of the going up.
1 Great have been my troubles from the time when I was young (let Israel

now say);
2 Great have been my troubles from the time when I was young, but my

troubles have not overcomeme.
3 The ploughmen were ploughing on my back; long were the wounds they

made.
4The Lord is true: the cords of the evil-doers are broken in two.
5Let all the haters of Zion be shamed and turned back.
6Let thembe like the grass on the house-tops, which is dry before it comes to

full growth.
7Hewho gets in the grain has no use for it; and they do not make bands of it

for the grain-stems.
8And thosewho go by do not say, The blessing of the Lord be on you; we give

you blessing in the name of the Lord.

130
A Song of the going up.
1Out of the deep have I sent upmy cry to you, O Lord.
2 Lord, let my voice come before you: let your ears be awake to the voice of

my prayer.
3O Jah, if you took note of every sin, who would go free?
4But there is forgiveness with you, so that youmay be feared.
5 I amwaiting for the Lord, my soul is waiting for him, andmy hope is in his

word.
6My soul is watching for the Lordmore than thosewho arewatching for the

morning; yes, more than the watchers for themorning.
7OIsrael, havehope in theLord; forwith theLord ismercyand full salvation.
8And he will make Israel free from all his sins.

131
A Song of the going up. Of David.
1Lord, there is no pride inmy heart andmy eyes are not lifted up; and I have

not taken part in great undertakings, or in things over-hard for me.
2See, I havemademy soul calm and quiet, like a child on itsmother's breast;

my soul is like a child on its mother's breast.
3O Israel, have hope in the Lord, from this time and for ever.

132
A Song of the going up.
1Lord, give thought to David, and to all his troubles;
2How he made an oath to the Lord, and gave his word to the great God of

Jacob, saying,
3Truly, I will not come into my house, or go to my bed,
4 I will not give sleep to my eyes, or rest to my eyeballs,
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5Till I have got a place for the Lord, a resting-place for the great God of Jacob.
6We had news of it at Ephrathah: we came to it in the fields of the wood.
7Let us go into his tent; let us give worship at his feet.
8Come back, O Lord, to your resting-place; you and the ark of your strength.
9Let yourpriests be clothedwith righteousness; and let your saints give cries

of joy.
10Because of your servant David, do not give up your king.
11 The Lord gave a true oath to David, which he will not take back, saying, I

will give your kingdom to the fruit of your body.
12 If your children keep my word, and the teachings which I will give them,

their children will be rulers of your kingdom for ever.
13For the Lord's heart is on Zion, desiring it for his resting-place.
14This is my rest for ever: here will I ever be; for this is my desire.
15My blessing will be on her food; and her poor will be full of bread.
16Her priests will be clothed with salvation; and her saints will give cries of

joy.
17 There I will make the horn of David fertile: I have made ready a light for

my king.
18His haters will be clothed with shame; but I will make his crown shining.

133
A Song of the going up. Of David.
1 See how good and how pleasing it is for brothers to be living together in

harmony!
2 It is like oil of great price on the head, flowing down over the face, even

Aaron's face: coming down to the edge of his robe;
3Like the dew of Hermon, which comes down on themountains of Zion: for

there the Lord gave orders for the blessing, even life for ever.

134
A Song of the going up.
1Give praise to the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, who take your places

in the house of the Lord by night.
2Give praise to the Lord, lifting up your hands in his holy place.
3May the Lord, whomade heaven and earth, send you blessing out of Zion,

135
1Let the Lord be praised. O you servants of the Lord, give praise to the name

of the Lord.
2 You who are in the house of the Lord, and in the open spaces of the house

of our God,
3Givepraise to Jah, forhe is good: makemelody tohisname, for it is pleasing.
4For the Lord has taken Jacob for himself, and Israel for his property.
5 I knowthat theLord is great, and that ourLord is greater thanall othergods.
6 The Lord has done whatever was pleasing to him, in heaven, and on the

earth, in the seas and in all the deep waters.
7He makes the mists go up from the ends of the earth; he makes thunder-

flames for the rain; he sends out the winds from his store-houses.
8He put to death the first-fruits of Egypt, of man and of beast.
9He sent signs and wonders among you, O Egypt, on Pharaoh, and on all his

servants.
10He overcame great nations, and put strong kings to death;
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11 Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, king of Bashan, and all the kingdoms
of Canaan;

12And gave their land for a heritage, even for a heritage to Israel his people.
13O Lord, your name is eternal; and thememory of you will have no end.
14For theLordwill be judgeof his people's cause; his feelingswill be changed

to his servants.
15The images of the nations are silver and gold, the work of men's hands.
16They havemouths, but no voice, they have eyes, but they do not see;
17They have ears, but no hearing; and there is no breath in their mouths.
18Thosewhomake themare like them; and so is everyonewho puts his hope

in them.
19Give praise to the Lord, O children of Israel: give praise to the Lord, O sons

of Aaron:
20Give praise to the Lord, O sons of Levi: let all the worshippers of the Lord

give him praise.
21 Praise be to the Lord out of Zion, even to the Lord whose house is in

Jerusalem, Let the Lord be praised.

136
1 O give praise to the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy is unchanging for

ever.
2O give praise to the God of gods: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
3O give praise to the Lord of lords: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
4To himwho only does great wonders: for hismercy is unchanging for ever.
5To himwho bywisdommade the heavens: for his mercy is unchanging for

ever.
6To himbywhom the earthwas stretched out over thewaters: for hismercy

is unchanging for ever.
7To himwhomade great lights: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
8The sun to have rule by day: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
9The moon and the stars to have rule by night: for his mercy is unchanging

for ever.
10 To him who put to death the first-fruits of Egypt: for his mercy is

unchanging for ever:
11 And took out Israel from among them: for his mercy is unchanging for

ever:
12With a strong hand and an outstretched arm: for his mercy is unchanging

for ever.
13To himwhomade away through the Red Sea: for hismercy is unchanging

for ever:
14And let Israel go through it: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
15 By him Pharaoh and his army were overturned in the Red Sea: for his

mercy is unchanging for ever.
16 To him who took his people through the waste land: for his mercy is

unchanging for ever.
17To himwho overcame great kings: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
18And put noble kings to death: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
19 Sihon, king of the Amorites: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
20And Og, king of Bashan: for his mercy is unchanging for ever:
21And gave their land to his people for a heritage: for his mercy is unchang-

ing for ever.
22Even aheritage for his servant Israel: for hismercy is unchanging for ever.
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23Whokeptus inmindwhenwewere in trouble: forhismercy isunchanging
for ever.

24 And has taken us out of the hands of our haters: for his mercy is
unchanging for ever.

25Who gives food to all flesh: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.
26O give praise to the God of heaven: for his mercy is unchanging for ever.

137
1By the rivers of Babylon wewere seated, weeping at thememory of Zion,
2Hanging our instruments of music on the trees by the waterside.
3 For there those who had taken us prisoners made request for a song; and

thosewhohad taken away allwehad gaveus orders to be glad, saying,
Give us one of the songs of Zion.

4Howmaywe give the Lord's song in a strange land?
5 If I keep not your memory, O Jerusalem, let not my right hand keep the

memory of its art.
6 If I let you go out of my thoughts, and if I do not put Jerusalem before my

greatest joy, let my tongue be fixed to the roof of mymouth.
7 O Lord, keep in mind against the children of Edom the day of Jerusalem;

how they said, Let it be uncovered, uncovered even to its base.
8 O daughter of Babylon, whose fate is destruction; happy is the man who

does to you what you have done to us.
9 Happy is the man who takes your little ones, crushing them against the

rocks.

138
Of David.
1 I will give you praise with all my heart: I will make melody to you before

the gods.
2 I will give worship before your holy Temple, praising your name for your

mercy and for your unchanging faith: for you have made your word
greater than all your name.

3Whenmycry came to your ears you gavemeananswer, andmademegreat
with strength inmy soul.

4 All the kings of the earth will give you praise, O Lord, when the words of
yourmouth come to their ears.

5 They will make songs about the ways of the Lord; for great is the glory of
the Lord.

6Though the Lord is high, he sees those who are low; and he has knowledge
from far off of those who are lifted up.

7 Even when trouble is round me, you will give me life; your hand will be
stretched out against thewrath ofmy haters, and your right handwill
be my salvation.

8 The Lord will make all things complete for me: O Lord, your mercy is
eternal; do not give up the works of your hands.

139
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1O Lord, you have knowledge of me, searching out all my secrets.
2 You have knowledge when I am seated and when I get up, you see my

thoughts from far away.
3You keep watch overmy steps andmy sleep, and have knowledge of all my

ways.
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4For there is not a word onmy tongue which is not clear to you, O Lord.
5 I am shut in by you on every side, and you have put your hand onme.
6Suchknowledge is awonder greater thanmypowers; it is so high that Imay

not come near it.
7Wheremay I go from your spirit? howmay I go in flight from you?
8 If I go up to heaven, you are there: or if I make my bed in the underworld,

you are there.
9 If I take the wings of themorning, and go to the farthest parts of the sea;
10 Even there will I be guided by your hand, and your right hand will keep

me.
11 If I say, Only letmebe covered by the dark, and the light aboutmebenight;
12Even the dark is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day: for dark

and light are the same to you.
13My flesh was made by you, and my parts joined together in my mother's

body.
14 Iwill give youpraise, for I am strangely anddelicately formed; yourworks

are great wonders, and of this my soul is fully conscious.
15My framewas not unseen by youwhen I wasmade secretly, and strangely

formed in the lowest parts of the earth.
16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book all my days were

recorded, even thosewhichwere purposed before they had come into
being.

17 How dear are your thoughts to me, O God! how great is the number of
them!

18 If I made up their number, it would bemore than the grains of sand; when
I am awake, I am still with you.

19 If only youwould put the sinners to death, OGod; go far fromme, youmen
of blood.

20 For they go against you with evil designs, and your haters make sport of
your name.

21Are not your haters hated by me, O Lord? are not those who are lifted up
against you a cause of grief to me?

22 My hate for them is complete; my thoughts of them are as if they were
making war onme.

23 O God, let the secrets of my heart be uncovered, and let my wandering
thoughts be tested:

24See if there is anyway of sorrow inme, andbemy guide in the eternalway.

140
To the chief music-maker. A Psalm. Of David.
1 O Lord, take me out of the power of the evil man; keep me safe from the

violent man:
2 For their hearts are full of evil designs; and they are ever making ready

causes of war.
3 Their tongues are sharp like the tongue of a snake; the poison of snakes is

under their lips. (Selah.)
4O Lord, take me out of the hands of sinners; keep me safe from the violent

man: for they are designingmy downfall.
5 The men of pride have put secret cords for my feet; stretching nets in my

way, so that theymay takemewith their tricks. (Selah.)
6 I have said to the Lord, You aremy God: give ear, O Lord, to the voice of my

prayer.
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7O Lord God, the strength of my salvation, you have been a cover over my
head in the day of the fight.

8 O Lord, give not the wrongdoer his desire; give him no help in his evil
designs, or hemay be uplifted in pride. (Selah.)

9As for those who come round me, let their heads be covered by the evil of
their lips.

10Let burning flames come down on them: let them be put into the fire, and
into deep waters, so that theymay not get up again.

11Let not a man of evil tongue be safe on earth: let destruction overtake the
violent manwith blow on blow.

12 I am certain that the Lordwill take care of the cause of the poor, and of the
rights of those who are troubled.

13Truly, the upright will give praise to your name: the holy will have a place
in your house.

141
A Psalm. Of David.
1Lord, I have mademy cry to you; come to me quickly; give ear to my voice,

when it goes up to you.
2 Let my prayer be ordered before you like a sweet smell; and let the lifting

up of my hands be like the evening offering.
3O Lord, keep a watch over mymouth; keep the door of my lips.
4Keep my heart from desiring any evil thing, or from taking part in the sins

of the evil-doers with men who do wrong: and let me have no part in
their good things.

5 Let the upright give me punishment; and let the god-fearing man put me
in the right way; but I will not let the oil of sinners come on my head:
when they do evil I will give myself to prayer.

6When destruction comes to their judges by the side of the rock, they will
give ear to mywords, for they are sweet.

7Our bones are broken up at the mouth of the underworld, as the earth is
broken by the plough.

8 But my eyes are turned to you, O Lord God: my hope is in you; let not my
soul be given up to death.

9 Keep me from the net which they have put down for me, and from the
designs of the workers of evil.

10Let the sinners be taken in the netswhich they themselves have put down,
while I go free.

142
Maschil. Of David. A prayer when he was in the hole of the rock.
1The sound of my cry went up to the Lord; with my voice I made my prayer

for grace to the Lord.
2 I put all my sorrows before him; andmade clear to him all my trouble.
3When my spirit is overcome, your eyes are on my goings; nets have been

secretly placed in the way in which I go.
4 Looking to my right side, I saw no man who was my friend: I had no safe

place; no one had any care for my soul.
5 I have made my cry to you, O Lord; I have said, You are my safe place, and

my heritage in the land of the living.
6Give ear to my cry, for I ammade very low: take me out of the hands of my

haters, for they are stronger than I.
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7 Take my soul out of prison, so that I may give praise to your name: the
upright will give praise because of me; for you have given me a full
reward.

143
A Psalm. Of David.
1Let my prayer come to you, O Lord; give ear to my requests for your grace;

keep faith withme, and giveme an answer in your righteousness;
2 Let not your servant come before you to be judged; for no man living is

upright in your eyes.
3The evil man has gone after my soul; my life is crushed down to the earth:

he has put me in the dark, like those who have long been dead.
4Because of this my spirit is overcome; andmy heart is full of fear.
5 I keep inmind the earlydays of thepast, giving thought to all your acts, even

to the work of your hands.
6My hands are stretched out to you: my soul is turned to you, like a land in

need of water. (Selah.)
7Be quick in answering me, O Lord, for the strength of my spirit is gone: let

me see your face, so that I may not be like those who go down into the
underworld.

8 Let the story of your mercy come to me in the morning, for my hope is in
you: give me knowledge of the way in which I am to go; for my soul is
lifted up to you.

9O Lord, takeme out of the hands of my haters; my soul is waiting for you.
10Give me teaching so that I may do your pleasure; for you are my God: let

your good Spirit be my guide into the land of righteousness.
11Giveme life, O Lord, because of your name; in your righteousness takemy

soul out of trouble.
12 And in your mercy put an end to my haters, and send destruction on all

those who are against my soul; for I am your servant.

144
A Psalm. Of David.
1Praise be to theGodofmy strength, teachingmyhands theuse of the sword,

andmy fingers the art of fighting:
2He ismy strength, andmyRock;my high tower, andmy saviour; my keeper

andmy hope: he gives me authority over my people.
3Lord, what is man, that you keep him in mind? or the son of man that you

take him into account?
4Man is like a breath: his life is like a shade which is quickly gone.
5 Come down, O Lord, from your heavens: at your touch let the mountains

give out smoke.
6With your storm-flames send them in flight: send out your arrows for their

destruction.
7 Put out your hand from on high; make me free, take me safely out of the

great waters, and out of the hands of strangemen;
8 In whose mouths are false words, and whose right hand is a right hand of

deceit.
9 I will make a new song to you, O God; I will make melody to you on an

instrument of ten cords.
10 It is Godwhogives salvation to kings; andwhokept his servantDavid from

the wounding sword.
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11 Make me free, and take me out of the hands of strange men, in whose
mouths are falsewords, andwhose right hand is a right handofdeceit.

12 Our sons are like tall young plants; and our daughters like the shining
stones of a king's house;

13 Our store-houses are full of all good things; and our sheep give birth to
thousands and ten thousands in our fields.

14Our oxen are well weighted down; our cows give birth safely; there is no
going out, and there is no cry of sorrow in our open places.

15Happy is the nation whose ways are so ordered: yes, happy is the nation
whose God is the Lord.

145
A Song of praise. Of David.
1Letmegive glory to you, OGod,myKing; andblessing to yourname for ever

and ever.
2Every day will I give you blessing, praising your name for ever and ever.
3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; his power may never be

searched out.
4One generation after another will give praise to your great acts, and make

clear the operation of your strength.
5My thoughtswill be of the honour and glory of your rule, and of thewonder

of your works.
6Men will be talking of the power and fear of your acts; I will give word of

your glory.
7 Their sayings will be full of the memory of all your mercy, and they will

make songs of your righteousness.
8The Lord is full of grace and pity; not quickly angry, but great in mercy.
9The Lord is good to all men; and his mercies are over all his works.
10All theworks of your hands give praise to you, OLord; and your saints give

you blessing.
11 Their words will be of the glory of your kingdom, and their talk of your

strength;
12 So that the sons of men may have knowledge of his acts of power, and of

the great glory of his kingdom.
13Your kingdom is an eternal kingdom, and your rule is through all genera-

tions.
14The Lord is the support of all who are crushed, and the lifter up of all who

are bent down.
15The eyes of all men arewaiting for you; and you give them their food in its

time.
16 By the opening of your hand, every living thing has its desire in full

measure.
17The Lord is upright in all his ways, and kind in all his works.
18 The Lord is near all those who give honour to his name; even to all who

give honour to himwith true hearts.
19 To his worshippers, he will give their desire; their cry comes to his ears,

and he gives them salvation.
20 The Lord will keep all his worshippers from danger; but he will send

destruction on all sinners.
21Mymouthwill givepraise to theLord; let all fleshbeblessinghisholyname

for ever and ever.

146
1Let the Lord be praised. Give praise to the Lord, Omy soul.
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2While I have breath I will give praise to the Lord: I will makemelody tomy
Godwhile I havemy being.

3 Put not your faith in rulers, or in the son of man, in whom there is no
salvation.

4Man's breath goes out, he is turned back again to dust; in that day all his
purposes come to an end.

5Happy is the man who has the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in
the Lord his God:

6Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all things in them; who keeps
faith for ever:

7Who gives their rights to those who are crushed down; and gives food to
those who are in need of it: the Lordmakes the prisoners free;

8The Lordmakes open the eyes of the blind; the Lord is the lifter up of those
who are bent down; the Lord is a lover of the upright;

9The Lord takes care of those who are in a strange land; he gives help to the
widowand to the childwhohas no father; but he sends destruction on
the way of sinners.

10 The Lord will be King for ever; your God, O Zion, will be King through all
generations. Praise be to the Lord.

147
1Give praise to the Lord; for it is good to make melody to our God; praise is

pleasing and beautiful.
2The Lord is building up Jerusalem; he makes all the outlaws of Israel come

together.
3Hemakes the broken-hearted well, and puts oil on their wounds.
4He sees the number of the stars; he gives them all their names.
5Great is our Lord, and great his power; there is no limit to his wisdom.
6 The Lord gives help to the poor in spirit; but he sends sinners down in

shame.
7Make songs of praise to theLord;makemelody to ourGodwith instruments

of music.
8By his hand the heaven is covered with clouds and rain is stored up for the

earth; hemakes the grass tall on themountains.
9He gives food to every beast, and to the young ravens in answer to their cry.
10Hehas nodelight in the strength of a horse; he takes no pleasure in the legs

of a man.
11The Lord takes pleasure in his worshippers, and in those whose hope is in

his mercy.
12Give praise to the Lord, O Jerusalem; give praise to your God, O Zion.
13He hasmade strong the iron bands of your doors; he has sent blessings on

your children inside your walls.
14He gives peace in all your land, making your stores full of fat grain.
15He sends out his orders to the earth; his word goes out quickly.
16He gives snow like wool; he sends out ice-drops like dust.
17He sends down ice like raindrops: water is made hard by his cold.
18At the outgoing of his word, the ice is turned to water; when he sends out

his wind, there is a flowing of waters.
19 He makes his word clear to Jacob, teaching Israel his laws and his

decisions.
20Hehas not done these things for any other nation: and as for his laws, they

have no knowledge of them. Let the Lord be praised.
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148
1Give praise to the Lord. Let the Lord be praised from the heavens: give him

praise in the skies.
2Give praise to him, all you his angels: give praise to him, all his armies.
3Give praise to him, you sun and moon: give praise to him, all you stars of

light.
4Give praise to him, youhighest heavens, and youwaterswhich are over the

heavens.
5Let themgive praise to the nameof the Lord: for he gave the order, and they

weremade.
6 He has put them in their places for ever; he has given them their limits

whichmay not be broken.
7 Give praise to the Lord from the earth, you great sea-beasts, and deep

places:
8Fire and rain of ice, snow andmists; storm-wind, doing his word:
9Mountains and all hills; fruit-trees and all trees of themountains:
10Beasts and all cattle; insects and winged birds:
11Kings of the earth, and all peoples; rulers and all judges of the earth:
12Youngmen and virgins; old men and children:
13 Let them give glory to the name of the Lord: for his name only is to be

praised: his kingdom is over the earth and the heaven.
14He has put on high the horn of his people, for the praise of all his saints;

even the children of Israel, a peoplewhich is near to him. Let the Lord
be praised.

149
1 Let the Lord be praised. Make a new song to the Lord, let his praise be in

themeeting of his saints.
2Let Israel have joy inhismaker; let the childrenof Zionbeglad in theirKing.
3Let themgive praise to his name in the dance: let themmakemelody to him

with instruments of brass and corded instruments of music.
4For the Lord has pleasure in his people: he gives the poor in spirit a crown

of salvation.
5Let the saints have joy and glory: let them give cries of joy on their beds.
6 Let the high praises of God be in their mouths, and a two-edged sword in

their hands;
7 To give the nations the reward of their sins, and the peoples their punish-

ment;
8To put their kings in chains, and their rulers in bands of iron;
9 To give them the punishment which is in the holy writings: this honour is

given to all his saints. Praise be to the Lord.

150
1Let theLordbepraised. Give praise toGod inhis holy place: givehimpraise

in the heaven of his power.
2Give him praise for his acts of power: give him praise in themeasure of his

great strength.
3 Give him praise with the sound of the horn: give him praise with corded

instruments of music.
4Givehimpraisewith instruments of brass and in thedance: give himpraise

with horns and corded instruments.
5Givehimpraisewith the loudbrass: givehimpraisewith thehigh-sounding

brass.
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6 Let everything which has breath give praise to the Lord. Let the Lord be
praised.
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The Proverbs
1 The wise sayings of Solomon, the son of David, king of Israel. 2 To have

knowledge of wise teaching; to be clear about the words of reason: 3 To
be trained in the ways of wisdom, in righteousness and judging truly and
straight behaviour: 4 To make the simple-minded sharp, and to give the
young man knowledge, and serious purpose: 5 (The wise man, hearing, will
get greater learning, and the acts of the man of good sense will be wisely
guided:) 6To get the sense ofwise sayings and secrets, andof thewords of the
wise and their dark sayings. 7The fear of the Lord is the start of knowledge:
but the foolish have no use for wisdom and teaching. 8My son, give ear to
the training of your father, and do not give up the teaching of your mother:
9For theywill be a crownof grace for yourhead, and chain-ornaments about
your neck. 10My son, if sinners would take you out of the right way, do not
go with them. 11 If they say, Come with us; let us make designs against the
good, waiting secretly for the upright, without cause; 12 Let us overcome
them living, like the underworld, and in their strength, as those who go
down to death; 13 Goods of great price will be ours, our houses will be full
of wealth; 14Take your chance with us, and wewill all have onemoney-bag:
15My son, do not go with them; keep your feet from their ways: 16 For their
feet are running after evil, and they are quick to take a man's life. 17 Truly,
to no purpose is the net stretched out before the eyes of the bird: 18 And
they are secretly waiting for their blood and making ready destruction for
themselves. 19 Such is the fate of everyone who goes in search of profit; it
takes away the life of its owners. 20Wisdom is crying out in the street; her
voice is loud in the open places; 21Her words are sounding in the meeting-
places, and in the doorways of the town: 22How long, you simple ones, will
foolish things be dear to you? and pride a delight to the haters of authority?
how long will the foolish go on hating knowledge? 23 Be turned again by
my sharp words: see, I will send the flow of my spirit on you, and make
my words clear to you. 24 Because your ears were shut to my voice; no one
gave attention to my out-stretched hand; 25 You were not controlled by my
guiding, andwould have nothing to dowithmy sharpwords: 26So in the day
of your trouble I will be laughing; I will make sport of your fear; 27When
your fear comes on you like a storm, and your trouble like a rushing wind;
when pain and sorrow come on you. 28 Then I will give no answer to their
cries; searching for me early, they will not see me: 29 For they were haters
of knowledge, and did not give their hearts to the fear of the Lord: 30 They
had no desire for my teaching, and my words of protest were as nothing to
them. 31 So the fruit of their way will be their food, and with the designs of
their hearts theywill bemade full. 32For the turning back of the simple from
teaching will be the cause of their death, and the peace of the foolish will
be their destruction. 33But whoever gives ear to me will take his rest safely,
living in peace without fear of evil.

2
1My son, if you will take my words to your heart, storing up my laws in

your mind; 2 So that your ear gives attention to wisdom, and your heart
is turned to knowledge; 3 Truly, if you are crying out for good sense, and
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your request is for knowledge; 4 If you are looking for her as for silver, and
searching for her as for stored-up wealth; 5 Then the fear of the Lord will
be clear to you, and knowledge of God will be yours. 6 For the Lord gives
wisdom; out of his mouth come knowledge and reason: 7He has salvation
stored up for the upright, he is a breastplate to those in whom there is no
evil; 8He keeps watch on the ways which are right, and takes care of those
who have the fear of him. 9Then you will have knowledge of righteousness
and right acting, and upright behaviour, even of every good way. 10 For
wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge will be pleasing to your
soul; 11Wise purposes will be watching over you, and knowledge will keep
you; 12Giving you salvation from the evil man, from those whose words are
false; 13Who give up the way of righteousness, to go by dark roads; 14Who
take pleasure in wrongdoing, and have joy in the evil designs of the sinner;
15Whose ways are not straight, and whose footsteps are turned to evil: 16To
take you out of the power of the strange woman, who says smooth words
with her tongue; 17Who is false to the husband of her early years, and does
not keep the agreement of her God in mind: 18 For her house is on the way
down to death; her footsteps go down to the shades: 19 Those who go to her
do not come back again; their feet do not keep in the ways of life: 20 So that
youmay go in the way of goodmen, and keep in the footsteps of the upright.
21For the upright will be living in the land, and the goodwill have it for their
heritage. 22 But sinners will be cut off from the land, and those whose acts
are false will be uprooted.

3
1My son, keep my teaching in your memory, and my rules in your heart:

2 For they will give you increase of days, years of life, and peace. 3 Let not
mercy and good faith go from you; let them be hanging round your neck,
recorded on your heart; 4So youwill have grace and a good name in the eyes
of God and men. 5 Put all your hope in God, not looking to your reason for
support. 6 In all your ways give ear to him, and he will make straight your
footsteps. 7 Put no high value on your wisdom: let the fear of the Lord be
beforeyou, andkeepyourself fromevil: 8Thiswill give strength toyourflesh,
and new life to your bones. 9Give honour to the Lord with your wealth, and
with the first-fruits of all your increase: 10So your store-houseswill be full of
grain, and your vessels overflowing with new wine. 11My son, do not make
your heart hard against the Lord's teaching; do not be made angry by his
training: 12For to those who are dear to him the Lord says sharp words, and
makes the son inwhomhehasdelightundergopain. 13Happy is themanwho
makes discovery of wisdom, and he who gets knowledge. 14For trading in it
is better than trading in silver, and its profit greater than bright gold. 15 She
is ofmore value than jewels, and nothing forwhich youmay have a desire is
fair in comparison with her. 16 Long life is in her right hand, and in her left
are wealth and honour. 17Her ways are ways of delight, and all her goings
are peace. 18She is a tree of life to all who take her in their hands, and happy
is everyone who keeps her. 19The Lord by wisdom put in position the bases
of the earth; by reason he put the heavens in their place. 20By his knowledge
the deepwas parted, and dew came dropping from the skies. 21My son, keep
good sense, and do not let wise purpose go from your eyes. 22So they will be
life for your soul, and grace for your neck. 23Then youwill go safely on your
way, andyour feetwill haveno cause for slipping. 24Whenyou takeyour rest
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youwill have no fear, and on your bed sleep will be sweet to you. 25Have no
fear of sudden danger, or of the storm which will come on evil-doers: 26 For
the Lord will be your hope, and will keep your foot from being taken in the
net. 27Do not keep back good from those who have a right to it, when it is in
the power of your hand to do it. 28 Say not to your neighbour, Go, and come
again, and tomorrowIwill give;whenyouhave itbyyouat the time. 29Donot
makeevil designsagainst yourneighbour,whenhe is livingwithyouwithout
fear. 30Donot take up a cause at lawagainst aman for nothing, if he has done
you nowrong. 31Have no envy of the violentman, or take any of his ways as
an example. 32 For the wrong-hearted man is hated by the Lord, but he is a
friend to the upright. 33The curse of the Lord is on the house of the evil-doer,
but his blessing is on the tent of the upright. 34Hemakes sport of the men of
pride, but he gives grace to the gentle-hearted. 35Thewisewill have glory for
their heritage, but shamewill be the reward of the foolish.

4
1Give ear, my sons, to the teaching of a father; give attention so that you

may have knowledge: 2 For I give you good teaching; do not give up the
knowledge you are getting from me. 3 For I was a son to my father, a gentle
and an only one to my mother. 4 And he gave me teaching, saying to me,
Keepmywords in your heart; keepmy rules so that youmay have life: 5Get
wisdom, get true knowledge; keep it inmemory, do not be turned away from
the words of my mouth. 6 Do not give her up, and she will keep you; give
her your love, and she will make you safe. 7 The first sign of wisdom is to
get wisdom; go, give all you have to get true knowledge. 8 Put her in a high
place, and you will be lifted up by her; she will give you honour, when you
give her your love. 9Shewill put a crown of grace on your head, giving you a
head-dress of glory. 10Give ear, O my son, and let your heart be open to my
sayings; and long life will be yours. 11 I have given you teaching in the way
of wisdom, guiding your steps in the straight way. 12When you go, your way
will not benarrow, and in runningyouwill not havea fall. 13Take learning in
your hands, do not let her go: keep her, for she is your life. 14Do not go in the
road of sinners, or be walking in the way of evil men. 15Keep far from it, do
not go near; be turned from it, and go on your way. 16 For they take no rest
till they have done evil; their sleep is taken away if they have not been the
cause of someone's fall. 17 The bread of evil-doing is their food, the wine of
violent acts their drink. 18But the way of the upright is like the light of early
morning, getting brighter and brighter till the full day. 19Theway of sinners
is dark; they see not the cause of their fall. 20My son, give attention to my
words; let your ear be turned to my sayings. 21 Let them not go from your
eyes; keep themdeep in your heart. 22For they are life to himwho gets them,
and strength to all his flesh. 23And keepwatch over your heart with all care;
so you will have life. 24 Put away from you an evil tongue, and let false lips
be far fromyou. 25Keep your eyes onwhat is in front of you, looking straight
before you. 26Keep a watch on your behaviour; let all your ways be rightly
ordered. 27 Let there be no turning to the right or to the left, keep your feet
from evil.

5
1 My son, give attention to my wisdom; let your ear be turned to my

teaching: 2 So that you may be ruled by a wise purpose, and your lips may
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keepknowledge. 3Forhoney is dropping from the lips of the strangewoman,
andhermouth is smoother thanoil; 4Buther end is bitter aswormwood, and
sharp as a two-edged sword; 5Her feet go down to death, and her steps to the
underworld; 6 She never keeps her mind on the road of life; her ways are
uncertain, she has no knowledge. 7Give ear to me then, my sons, and do not
put away my words from you. 8Go far away from her, do not come near the
door of her house; 9 For fear that you may give your honour to others, and
your wealth to strange men: 10And strange menmay be full of your wealth,
and the fruit of your work go to the house of others; 11And you will be full
of grief at the end of your life, when your flesh and your body are wasted;
12 And you will say, How was teaching hated by me, and my heart put no
value on training; 13 I did not give attention to the voice of my teachers, my
ear was not turned to those who were guiding me! 14 I was in almost all evil
in the company of the people. 15 Let water from your store and not that of
others be your drink, and runningwater from your fountain. 16Let not your
springs be flowing in the streets, or your streams ofwater in the open places.
17 Let them be for yourself only, not for other men with you. 18 Let blessing
be on your fountain; have joy in the wife of your early years. 19As a loving
hind and a gentle doe, let her breasts ever give you rapture; let your passion
at all times be moved by her love. 20Why let yourself, my son, go out of the
way with a strange woman, and take another woman in your arms? 21For a
man's ways are before the eyes of the Lord, and he puts all his goings in the
scales. 22The evil-doer will be taken in the net of his crimes, and prisoned in
the cords of his sin. 23He will come to his end for need of teaching; he is so
foolish that he will go wandering from the right way.

6
1 My son, if you have made yourself responsible for your neighbour, or

given your word for another, 2 You are taken as in a net by the words of
your mouth, the sayings of your lips have overcome you. 3 Do this, my
son, and make yourself free, because you have come into the power of
your neighbour; go without waiting, and make a strong request to your
neighbour. 4Give no sleep to your eyes, or rest to them; 5Make yourself free,
like the roe from the hand of the archer, and the bird from him who puts
a net for her. 6 Go to the ant, you hater of work; give thought to her ways
and be wise: 7Having no chief, overseer, or ruler, 8 She gets her meat in the
summer, storing up food at the time of the grain-cutting. 9How longwill you
be sleeping, O hater of work? when will you get up from your sleep? 10 A
little sleep, a little rest, a little folding of the hands in sleep: 11Then loss will
come on you like an outlaw, and your need like an armedman 12A good-for-
nothing man is an evil-doer; he goes on his way causing trouble with false
words; 13Making signs with his eyes, rubbing with his feet, and giving news
with his fingers; 14His mind is ever designing evil: he lets loose violent acts.
15For this cause his downfall will be sudden; quickly he will be broken, and
therewill benohelp forhim. 16Six things arehatedby theLord; seven things
are disgusting to him: 17Eyes of pride, a false tongue, hands which take life
without cause; 18A heart full of evil designs, feet which are quick in running
after sin; 19 A false witness, breathing out untrue words, and one who lets
loose violent acts among brothers. 20My son, keep the rule of your father,
and have in memory the teaching of your mother: 21Keep them ever folded
in yourheart, andhave themhanging roundyourneck. 22 In yourwalking, it



Proverbs 6:23 638 Proverbs 7:27

will be your guide; when you are sleeping, it will keepwatch over you; when
you are awake, it will have talk with you. 23 For the rule is a light, and the
teaching a shining light; and the guiding words of training are the way of
life. 24 They will keep you from the evil woman, from the smooth tongue of
the strange woman. 25 Let not your heart's desire go after her fair body; let
not her eyes take you prisoner. 26 For a loose woman is looking for a cake
of bread, but another man's wife goes after one's very life. 27 May a man
take fire to his breast without burning his clothing? 28 Or may one go on
lighted coals, and his feet not be burned? 29 So it is with him who goes in
to his neighbour's wife; he who has anything to do with her will not go free
frompunishment. 30Mendonot have a lowopinion of a thiefwho takes food
when he is in need of it: 31 But if he is taken in the act he will have to give
back seven times as much, giving up all his property which is in his house.
32Hewho takes anotherman's wife is without all sense: hewho does it is the
cause of destruction to his soul. 33Woundswill be his and loss of honour, and
his shame may not be washed away. 34 For bitter is the wrath of an angry
husband; in the day of punishment he will have no mercy. 35 He will not
take any payment; and hewill not make peace with you though yourmoney
offerings are increased.

7
1My son, keep my sayings, and let my rules be stored up with you. 2Keep

my rules and youwill have life; let my teaching be to you as the light of your
eyes; 3 Let them be fixed to your fingers, and recorded in your heart. 4 Say
to wisdom, You are my sister; let knowledge be named your special friend:
5 So that they may keep you from the strange woman, even from her whose
words are smooth. 6Looking out frommy house, and watching through the
window, 7 I saw among the young men one without sense, 8Walking in the
street near the turn of her road, going on theway to her house, 9At nightfall,
in the evening of the day, in the black dark of the night. 10And the woman
cameout to him, in the dress of a loosewoman,with a designing heart; 11She
is full of noise and uncontrolled; her feet keep not in her house. 12Now she
is in the street, now in the open spaces, waiting at every turning of the road.
13 So she took him by his hand, kissing him, and without a sign of shame she
said to him: 14 I have a feast of peace-offerings, for todaymy oaths have been
effected. 15 So I came out in the hope of meeting you, looking for you with
care, and now I have you. 16Mybed is coveredwith cushions of needlework,
with coloured cloths of the cotton thread of Egypt; 17 I have made my bed
sweet with perfumes and spices. 18 Come, let us take our pleasure in love
till the morning, having joy in love's delights. 19 For the master of the house
is away on a long journey: 20He has taken a bag of money with him; he is
coming back at the full moon. 21 With her fair words she overcame him,
forcing himwith her smooth lips. 22The simpleman goes after her, like an ox
going to its death, like a roe pulled by a cord; 23Like a bird falling into a net;
with no thought that his life is in danger, till an arrow goes into his side. 24So
now,my sons, give ear tome; give attention to the sayings ofmymouth; 25Let
not your heart be turned to her ways, do not go wandering in her footsteps.
26For thosewoundedandmade lowbyherare great innumber; andall those
who have come to their death through her are a great army. 27Her house is
the way to the underworld, going down to the rooms of death.
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8
1 Is not wisdom crying out, and the voice of knowledge sounding? 2At the

top of the highways, at themeeting of the roads, she takes her place; 3Where
the roads go into the townher cry goes out, at the doorways her voice is loud:
4 I am crying out to you, Omen;my voice comes to the sons ofmen. 5Become
expert in reason, O you simple ones; you foolish ones, take training to heart.
6 Give ear, for my words are true, and my lips are open to give out what is
upright. 7 For good faith goes out of my mouth, and false lips are disgusting
to me. 8All the words of my mouth are righteousness; there is nothing false
or twisted in them. 9 They are all true to him whose mind is awake, and
straightforward to those who get knowledge. 10 Take my teaching, and not
silver; get knowledge in place of the best gold. 11 For wisdom is better than
jewels, and all things whichmay be desired are nothing in comparison with
her. 12 I, wisdom, have made wise behaviour my near relation; I am seen to
be the special friendofwisepurposes. 13The fear of theLord is seen inhating
evil: pride, a high opinion of oneself, the evil way, and the false tongue,
are unpleasing to me. 14Wise design and good sense are mine; reason and
strength are mine. 15 Through me kings have their power, and rulers give
right decisions. 16Throughme chiefs have authority, and the noble ones are
judging in righteousness. 17 Those who have given me their love are loved
by me, and those who make search for me with care will get me. 18Wealth
and honour are inmy hands, even wealth without equal and righteousness.
19My fruit is better than gold, even than the best gold; and my increase is
more to be desired than silver. 20 I go in the road of righteousness, in theway
of right judging: 21 So that I may give my lovers wealth for their heritage,
making their store-houses full. 22 The Lord made me as the start of his way,
the first of his works in the past. 23 From eternal days I was given my place,
from thebirth of time, before the earthwas. 24When therewasnodeep Iwas
given birth, when there were no fountains flowing with water. 25Before the
mountains were put in their places, before the hills was my birth: 26When
he had not made the earth or the fields or the dust of the world. 27When he
made ready the heavens I was there: when he put an arch over the face of
the deep: 28When he made strong the skies overhead: when the fountains
of the deep were fixed: 29When he put a limit to the sea, so that the waters
might not go against hisword: whenheput in position the bases of the earth:
30 Then I was by his side, as a master workman: and I was his delight from
day to day, playing before him at all times; 31 Playing in his earth; and my
delight was with the sons of men. 32Give ear to me then, my sons: for happy
are those who keep my ways. 33 Take my teaching and be wise; do not let it
go. 34Happy is the man who gives ear to me, watching at my doors day by
day, keeping his place by the pillars ofmyhouse. 35Forwhoever getsme gets
life, and grace from the Lordwill come to him. 36But hewho does evil tome,
does wrong to his soul: all my haters are in love with death.

9
1Wisdom has made her house, putting up her seven pillars. 2 She has put

her fat beasts to death; her wine is mixed, her table is ready. 3 She has sent
out herwomen-servants; her voice goes out to the highest places of the town,
saying, 4Whoever is simple, let him come in here; and to him who has no
sense, she says: 5 Come, take of my bread, and of my wine which is mixed.
6Give up the simple ones and have life, and go in theway of knowledge. 7He
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who gives teaching to a man of pride gets shame for himself; he who says
sharp words to a sinner gets a bad name. 8Do not say sharp words to a man
of pride, or he will have hate for you; make them clear to a wise man, and
you will be dear to him. 9Give teaching to a wise man, and he will become
wiser; give training to an upright man, and his learning will be increased.
10The fear of the Lord is the start of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy
One gives awisemind 11Forbymeyourdayswill be increased, and the years
of your life will be long. 12 If you are wise, you are wise for yourself; if your
heart is full of pride, you only will have the pain of it. 13The foolish woman
is full of noise; she has no sense at all. 14 Seated at the door of her house, in
the high places of the town, 15 Crying out to those who go by, going straight
on their way, she says: 16Whoever is simple, let him come in here: and to
him who is without sense, she says: 17 Drink taken without right is sweet,
and food in secret is pleasing. 18But he does not see that the dead are there,
that her guests are in the deep places of the underworld.

10
1 A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish son is a sorrow to his

mother. 2 Wealth which comes from sin is of no profit, but righteousness
gives salvation from death. 3 The Lord will not let the upright be in need of
food, but he puts far fromhim the desire of the evil-doers. 4Hewho is slow in
hiswork becomes poor, but the hand of the readyworker gets inwealth. 5He
who in summer gets together his store is a son who does wisely; but he who
takes his rest when the grain is being cut is a son causing shame. 6Blessings
are on the head of the upright, but the face of sinners will be covered with
sorrow. 7 The memory of the upright is a blessing, but the name of the evil-
doerwill be turned to dust. 8Thewise-heartedmanwill let himself be ruled,
but themanwhose talk is foolishwill havea fall. 9Hewhosewaysareupright
will go safely, but he whose ways are twisted will be made low. 10He who
makes signs with his eyes is a cause of trouble, but he whomakes a man see
his errors is a cause of peace. 11The mouth of the upright man is a fountain
of life, but the mouth of the evil-doer is a bitter cup. 12 Hate is a cause of
violent acts, but all errors are covered up by love. 13 In the lips of him who
has knowledge wisdom is seen; but a rod is ready for the back of him who
is without sense. 14 Knowledge is stored up by the wise, but the mouth of
the foolish man is a destruction which is near. 15 The property of the man
of wealth is his strong town: the poor man's need is his destruction. 16 The
work of the upright gives life: the increase of the evil-doer is a cause of sin.
17Hewho takes note of teaching is away of life, but hewho gives up training
is a cause of error. 18Hate is covered up by the lips of the uprightman, but he
who lets out evil about another is foolish. 19Where there is much talk there
will be no end to sin, but he who keeps his mouth shut does wisely. 20 The
tongue of the upright man is like tested silver: the heart of the evil-doer is of
little value. 21 The lips of the upright man give food to men, but the foolish
come to death for need of sense. 22 The blessing of the Lord gives wealth:
hard workmakes it no greater. 23 It is sport to the foolish man to do evil, but
themanofgoodsense takesdelight inwisdom. 24The thing fearedby theevil-
doer will come to him, but the upright man will get his desire. 25When the
storm-wind is past, the sinner is seen no longer, but the upright man is safe
for ever. 26Likeaciddrink to the teethandas smoke to theeyes, so is thehater
of work to thosewho send him. 27The fear of the Lord gives long life, but the
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years of the evil-doer will be cut short. 28 The hope of the upright man will
give joy, but the waiting of the evil-doer will have its end in sorrow. 29 The
way of the Lord is a strong tower for the upright man, but destruction to the
workers of evil. 30The upright man will never be moved, but evil-doers will
not have a safe resting-place in the land. 31The mouth of the upright man is
buddingwithwisdom, but the twisted tonguewill be cut off. 32The lips of the
uprightmanhave knowledge ofwhat is pleasing, but twisted are themouths
of evil-doers.

11
1 Scales of deceit are hated by the Lord, but a true weight is his delight.

2 When pride comes, there comes shame, but wisdom is with the quiet in
spirit. 3The righteousness of the upright will be their guide, but the twisted
ways of the falsewill be their destruction. 4Wealth is of noprofit in thedayof
wrath, but righteousness keeps a man safe from death. 5 The righteousness
of the goodmanwillmakehisway straight, but the sin of the evil-doerwill be
the cause of his fall. 6The righteousness of the uprightwill be their salvation,
but the falsewill themselvesbe taken in their evil designs. 7At thedeathof an
upright man his hope does not come to an end, but the hope of the evil-doer
comes to destruction. 8 The upright man is taken out of trouble, and in his
place comes the sinner. 9With his mouth the evil man sends destruction on
his neighbour; but through knowledge the upright are taken out of trouble.
10Whenthingsgowell for theuprightman, all the town is glad; at thedeathof
sinners, thereare criesof joy. 11By theblessingof theuprightman the town is
madegreat, but it is overturnedby themouthof theevil-doer. 12Hewhohasa
pooropinionofhisneighbourhasno sense, but awisemankeepsquiet. 13He
who goes about talking of others makes secrets public, but the true-hearted
mankeeps things covered. 14When there is nohelping suggestion the people
will have a fall, butwith a number ofwise guides theywill be safe. 15Hewho
makes himself responsible for a strange man will undergo much loss; but
the hater of suchundertakingswill be safe. 16Awomanwho is full of grace is
honoured, but awomanhating righteousness is a seat of shame: thosehating
workwill undergo loss, but the strong keep theirwealth. 17Themanwhohas
mercywill be rewarded, but the cruelman is the cause of trouble to himself.
18 The sinner gets the payment of deceit; but his reward is certain who puts
in the seed of righteousness. 19 So righteousness gives life; but he who goes
after evil gets death for himself. 20 The uncontrolled are hated by the Lord,
but those whose ways are without error are his delight 21Certainly the evil-
doer will not go free from punishment, but the seed of the upright man will
be safe. 22 Like a ring of gold in the nose of a pig, is a beautiful woman who
has no sense. 23 The desire of the upright man is only for good, but wrath is
waiting for the evil-doer. 24A man may give freely, and still his wealth will
be increased; and anothermay keep backmore than is right, but only comes
to be in need. 25He who gives blessing will be made fat, but the curser will
himself be cursed. 26He who keeps back grain will be cursed by the people;
but a blessing will be on the head of him who lets them have it for a price.
27He who, with all his heart, goes after what is good is searching for grace;
but hewho is looking for troublewill get it. 28Hewhoputs his faith inwealth
will come tonothing; but theuprightmanwill be full of growth like the green
leaf. 29The troubler of his house will have the wind for his heritage, and the
foolish will be servant to the wise-hearted. 30 The fruit of righteousness is a
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tree of life, but violent behaviour takes away souls. 31 If the upright man is
rewarded on earth, howmuchmore the evil-doer and the sinner!

12
1A lover of training is a lover of knowledge; but a hater of teaching is like

a beast. 2A good man has grace in the eyes of the Lord; but the man of evil
designs gets punishment fromhim. 3Nomanwillmakehimself safe through
evil-doing; but the root of upright men will never be moved. 4 A woman
of virtue is a crown to her husband; but she whose behaviour is a cause of
shame is like a wasting disease in his bones. 5 The purposes of upright men
are right, but the designs of evil-doers are deceit. 6The words of sinners are
destruction for the upright; but the mouth of upright men is their salvation.
7 Evil-doers are overturned and never seen again, but the house of upright
menwill keep its place. 8Amanwill bepraised in themeasure of hiswisdom,
but awrong-mindedmanwill be lookeddownon. 9Hewho is of lowposition
andhas a servant, is better than onewhohas a high opinion of himself and is
in need of bread. 10An upright man has thought for the life of his beast, but
the hearts of evil-doers are cruel. 11He who does work on his land will not
be short of bread; but he who goes after foolishmen is without sense. 12The
resting-place of the sinner will come to destruction, but the root of upright
men is for ever. 13 In the sin of the lips is a net which takes the sinner, but
the upright manwill come out of trouble. 14From the fruit of his mouth will
a man have good food in full measure, and the work of a man's hands will
be rewarded. 15Theway of the foolishman seems right to him? but thewise
mangives ear to suggestions. 16A foolishman lets his trouble be openly seen,
but a sharpmankeeps shame secret. 17Thebreathingout of truewords gives
knowledge of righteousness; but a falsewitness gives out deceit. 18There are
some whose uncontrolled talk is like the wounds of a sword, but the tongue
of the wisemakes onewell again. 19True lips are certain for ever, but a false
tongue is only for a minute. 20Deceit is in the heart of those whose designs
are evil, but for those purposing peace there is joy. 21No troublewill come to
uprightmen, but sinnerswill be full of evil. 22False lipsarehatedby theLord,
but those whose acts are true are his delight. 23A sharp man keeps back his
knowledge; but the heart of foolish men makes clear their foolish thoughts.
24 The hand of the ready worker will have authority, but he who is slow in
his work will be put to forced work. 25 Care in the heart of a man makes it
weighted down, but a goodwordmakes it glad. 26The uprightman is a guide
to his neighbour, but the way of evil-doers is a cause of error to them. 27He
who is slow in his work does not go in search of food; but the ready worker
gets much wealth. 28 In the road of righteousness is life, but the way of the
evil-doer goes to death.

13
1Awise son is a lover of teaching, but the ears of thehaters of authority are

shut to sharp words. 2A man will get good from the fruit of his lips, but the
desire of the false is for violent acts. 3He who keeps a watch on his mouth
keeps his life; but he whose lips are open wide will have destruction. 4 The
hater of work does not get his desires, but the soul of the hard workers will
be made fat. 5The upright man is a hater of false words: the evil-doer gets a
bad name and is put to shame. 6Righteousness keeps safe himwhose way is
without error, but evil-doers are overturned by sin. 7Amanmay be acting as
if he had wealth, but have nothing; another may seem poor, but have great
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wealth. 8Amanwill give hiswealth in exchange for his life; but the poorwill
not give ear to sharp words. 9There is a glad dawn for the upright man, but
the light of the sinnerwill beput out. 10Theonly effect of pride isfighting; but
wisdom iswith the quiet in spirit. 11Wealth quickly gotwill become less; but
he who gets a store by the work of his hands will have it increased. 12Hope
put off is a weariness to the heart; but when what is desired comes, it is a
tree of life. 13He whomakes sport of the word will come to destruction, but
the respecter of the law will be rewarded. 14 The teaching of the wise is a
fountain of life, turningmen away from the nets of death. 15Wise behaviour
gets approval, but the way of the false is their destruction. 16 A sharp man
does everything with knowledge, but a foolish man makes clear his foolish
thoughts. 17Aman taking false news is a cause of trouble, but he who gives
news rightly makes things well. 18Need and shame will be the fate of him
who is uncontrolled by training; but he who takes note of teaching will be
honoured. 19 To get one's desire is sweet to the soul, but to give up evil is
disgusting to the foolish. 20Gowithwisemen and bewise: but hewho keeps
company with the foolish will be broken. 21 Evil will overtake sinners, but
the upright will be rewarded with good. 22 The heritage of the good man
is handed down to his children's children; and the wealth of the sinner is
stored up for the uprightman. 23There is much food in the ploughed land of
the poor; but it is taken away by wrongdoing. 24He who keeps back his rod
is unkind to his son: the loving father gives punishment with care. 25 The
upright man has food to the full measure of his desire, but there will be no
food for the stomach of evil-doers.

14
1Wisdom is building her house, but the foolish woman is pulling it down

with her hands. 2He who goes on his way in righteousness has before him
the fear of the Lord; but he whose ways are twisted gives him no honour.
3 In themouth of the foolishman is a rod for his back, but the lips of thewise
will keep them safe. 4Where there are no oxen, their food-place is clean; but
much increase comes through the strength of the ox. 5A true witness does
not say what is false, but a false witness is breathing out deceit. 6 The hater
of authority, searching for wisdom, does not get it; but knowledge comes
readily to the open-minded man. 7 Go away from the foolish man, for you
will not see the lips of knowledge. 8 The wisdom of the man of good sense
makeshiswayclear; but theunwisebehaviourof the foolish isdeceit. 9 In the
tents of those hating authority there is error, but in the house of the upright
man there is grace. 10 No one has knowledge of a man's grief but himself;
and a strange person has no part in his joy. 11 The house of the sinner will
be overturned, but the tent of the upright man will do well. 12 There is a
way which seems straight before a man, but its end is the ways of death.
13 Even while laughing the heart may be sad; and after joy comes sorrow.
14 He whose heart is turned away will have the reward of his ways in full
measure; but a good man will have the reward of his doings. 15 The simple
man has faith in every word, but the man of good sense gives thought to his
footsteps. 16 The wise man, fearing, keeps himself from evil; but the foolish
man goes on in his pride, with no thought of danger. 17He who is quickly
angry will do what is foolish, but the man of good sense will have quiet.
18Foolish behaviour is the heritage of the simple, but men of good sense are
crowned with knowledge. 19The knees of the evil are bent before the good;
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andsinnersgodown in thedust at thedoorsof theupright. 20Thepoorman is
hated even by his neighbour, but the man of wealth has numbers of friends.
21Hewhohasno respect for his neighbour is a sinner, but hewhohas pity for
thepoor is happy. 22Will not thedesigners of evil come into error? Butmercy
andgood faithare for thedesignersof good. 23 Inall hardwork there isprofit,
but talk only makes a man poor. 24Their wisdom is a crown to the wise, but
their foolish behaviour is round the head of the unwise. 25A true witness is
the saviourof lives; buthewhosays false things isacauseofdeceit. 26Forhim
in whose heart is the fear of the Lord there is strong hope: and his children
will havea safeplace. 27The fearof theLord is a fountainof life, bywhichone
maybe turned from thenets of death. 28Aking's glory is in the number of his
people: and for need of people a rulermay come to destruction. 29Hewho is
slow to be angry has great good sense; but hewhose spirit is over-quick gives
support towhat is foolish. 30A quietmind is the life of the body, but envy is a
disease in the bones. 31Hewho is hard on the poor puts shame on hisMaker;
but he who has mercy on those who are in need gives him honour. 32 The
sinner is overturned in his evil-doing, but the upright man has hope in his
righteousness. 33Wisdom has her resting-place in the mind of the wise, but
she isnot seenamong the foolish. 34Byrighteousness anation is liftedup, but
sin is a cause of shame to the peoples. 35 The king has pleasure in a servant
who does wisely, but his wrath is against himwho is a cause of shame.

15
1 By a soft answer wrath is turned away, but a bitter word is a cause of

angry feelings. 2 Knowledge is dropping from the tongue of the wise; but
from the mouth of the foolish comes a stream of foolish words. 3 The eyes
of the Lord are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good. 4 A
comforting tongue is a tree of life, but a twisted tongue is a crushing of the
spirit. 5A foolish man puts no value on his father's training; but he who has
respect for teaching has good sense. 6 In the house of the upright man there
is a great store of wealth; but in the profits of the sinner there is trouble.
7The lips of the wise keep knowledge, but the heart of the foolishman is not
right. 8The offering of the evil-doer is disgusting to the Lord, but the prayer
of the upright man is his delight. 9 The way of the evil-doer is disgusting
to the Lord, but he who goes after righteousness is dear to him. 10 There is
bitter punishment for him who is turned from the way; and death will be
the fate of the hater of teaching. 11Before the Lord are the underworld and
destruction: howmuchmore, then, the hearts of the children ofmen! 12The
hater of authority has no love for teaching: he will not go to the wise. 13 A
glad heart makes a shining face, but by the sorrow of the heart the spirit is
broken. 14 The heart of the man of good sense goes in search of knowledge,
but foolish things are the food of the unwise. 15All the days of the troubled
are evil; but he whose heart is glad has an unending feast. 16Better is a little
with the fear of the Lord, than greatwealth togetherwith trouble. 17Better is
a simple meal where love is, than a fat ox and hate with it. 18An angry man
makes men come to blows, but he who is slow to get angry puts an end to
fighting. 19 Thorns are round the way of the hater of work; but the road of
the hard worker becomes a highway. 20A wise son makes a glad father, but
a foolish man has no respect for his mother. 21 Foolish behaviour is joy to
the unwise; but a man of good sense makes his way straight. 22Where there
are nowise suggestions, purposes come to nothing; but by a number of wise
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guides they are made certain. 23A man has joy in the answer of his mouth:
and aword at the right time, how good it is! 24Actingwisely is theway of life,
guiding a man away from the underworld. 25The house of the man of pride
will beuprootedby theLord, but hewillmake safe theheritage of thewidow.
26Evil designs are disgusting to the Lord, but the words of the clean-hearted
are pleasing. 27He whose desires are fixed on profit is a cause of trouble to
his family; but he who has no desire for offerings will have life. 28The heart
of the upright gives thought to his answer; but from the mouth of the evil-
doer comes a stream of evil things. 29 The Lord is far from sinners, but his
ear is open to the prayer of the upright. 30The light of the eyes is a joy to the
heart, and good news makes the bones fat. 31The man whose ear is open to
the teaching of life will have his place among the wise. 32He who will not
be controlled by training has no respect for his soul, but he who gives ear to
teaching will get wisdom. 33 The fear of the Lord is the teaching of wisdom;
and a low opinion of oneself goes before honour.

16
1 The designs of the heart are man's, but the answer of the tongue comes

from the Lord. 2 All a man's ways are clean to himself; but the Lord puts
men's spirits into his scales. 3Put yourworks into the hands of the Lord, and
your purposes will be made certain. 4The Lord has made everything for his
purpose, even the sinner for the day of evil. 5Everyone who has pride in his
heart is disgusting to theLord: hewill certainlynot go free frompunishment.
6 By mercy and good faith evil-doing is taken away: and by the fear of the
Lord men are turned away from evil. 7When a man's ways are pleasing to
the Lord, he makes even his haters be at peace with him. 8 Better is a little
with righteousness, than great wealth with wrongdoing. 9Amanmaymake
designs for his way, but the Lord is the guide of his steps. 10Decision is in the
lips of theking: hismouthwill not gowrong in judging. 11Truemeasures and
scales are the Lord's: all the weights of the bag are his work. 12Evil-doing is
disgusting to kings: for the seat of the ruler is based on righteousness. 13Lips
of righteousness are the delight of kings; and he who says what is upright is
dear to him. 14Thewrath of the king is like thosewho give news of death, but
a wise manwill put peace in place of it. 15 In the light of the king's face there
is life; and his approval is like a cloud of spring rain. 16How much better it
is to get wisdom than gold! and to get knowledge is more to be desired than
silver. 17The highway of the upright is to be turned away from evil: he who
takes care of his waywill keep his soul. 18Pride goes before destruction, and
a stiff spirit before a fall. 19 Better it is to have a gentle spirit with the poor,
than to take part in the rewards of war with men of pride. 20He who gives
attention to the law of right will get good; and whoever puts his faith in the
Lord is happy. 21 The wise-hearted will be named men of good sense: and
by pleasing words learning is increased. 22Wisdom is a fountain of life to
himwho has it; but the punishment of the foolish is their foolish behaviour.
23The heart of the wiseman is the teacher of his mouth, and gives increased
learning to his lips. 24 Pleasing words are like honey, sweet to the soul and
new life to the bones. 25 There is a way which seems straight before a man,
but its end is the ways of death. 26The desire of the workingman is working
for him, for his need of food is driving him on. 27A good-for-nothing man is
a designer of evil, and in his lips there is a burning fire. 28A man of twisted
purposes is a cause of fighting everywhere: and he who says evil secretly
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makes trouble between friends. 29A violent man puts desire of evil into his
neighbour'smind, andmakes himgo in awaywhich is not good. 30Hewhose
eyes are shut is a man of twisted purposes, and he who keeps his lips shut
tight makes evil come about. 31The grey head is a crown of glory, if it is seen
in thewayof righteousness. 32Hewho is slow tobeangry isbetter thanaman
of war, and hewho has control over his spirit than hewho takes a town. 33A
thing may be put to the decision of chance, but it comes about through the
Lord.

17
1 Better a bit of dry bread in peace, than a house full of feasting and

violent behaviour. 2 A servant who does wisely will have rule over a son
causing shame, and will have his part in the heritage among brothers. 3The
heating-pot is for silver and the oven-fire for gold, but the Lord is the tester
of hearts. 4 A wrongdoer gives attention to evil lips, and a man of deceit
gives ear to a damaging tongue. 5 Whoever makes sport of the poor puts
shame on his Maker; and he who is glad because of trouble will not go free
from punishment. 6 Children's children are the crown of old men, and the
glory of children is their fathers. 7 Fair words are not to be looked for from
a foolish man, much less are false lips in a ruler. 8 An offering of money is
like a stone of great price in the eyes of himwho has it: wherever he goes, he
doeswell. 9Hewho keeps a sin covered is looking for love; but hewho keeps
on talking of a thing makes division between friends. 10 A word of protest
goes deeper into onewhohas sense thanahundredblows into a foolishman.
11 An uncontrolled man is only looking for trouble, so a cruel servant will
be sent against him. 12 It is better to come face to face with a bear whose
young ones have been taken away than with a foolish man acting foolishly.
13 If anyone gives back evil for good, evil will never go away from his house.
14 The start of fighting is like the letting out of water: so give up before it
comes to blows. 15Hewho gives a decision for the evil-doer andhewho gives
a decision against the upright, are equally disgusting to the Lord. 16Howwill
money in thehandof the foolishgethimwisdom, seeing thathehasnosense?
17A friend is loving at all times, and becomes a brother in times of trouble.
18A man without sense gives his hand in an agreement, and makes himself
responsible before his neighbour. 19 The lover of fighting is a lover of sin:
he who makes high his doorway is looking for destruction. 20Nothing good
comes to him whose heart is fixed on evil purposes: and he who has an evil
tongue will come to trouble. 21He who has an unwise son gets sorrow for
himself, and the father of a foolish son has no joy. 22 A glad heart makes a
healthy body, but a crushed spirit makes the bones dry. 23A sinner takes an
offering out of his robe, to get a decision for himself in a cause. 24Wisdom is
before the face of him who has sense; but the eyes of the foolish are on the
ends of the earth. 25 A foolish son is a grief to his father, and bitter pain to
her who gave him birth. 26To give punishment to the upright is not good, or
to give blows to the noble for their righteousness. 27He who has knowledge
says little: and he who has a calm spirit is a man of good sense. 28 Even the
foolishman, when he keeps quiet, is taken to be wise: when his lips are shut
he is credited with good sense.

18
1He who keeps himself separate for his private purpose goes against all
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good sense. 2 A foolish man has no pleasure in good sense, but only to let
what is in his heart come to light. 3When the evil-doer comes, a low opinion
comes with him, and with the loss of honour comes shame. 4The words of a
man's mouth are like deep waters: the fountain of wisdom is like a flowing
stream. 5 To have respect for the person of the evil-doer is not good, or to
give a wrong decision against the upright. 6A foolish man's lips are a cause
of fighting, and hismouthmakes himopen to blows. 7Themouth of a foolish
man is his destruction, and his lips are a net for his soul. 8The words of one
who says evil of his neighbour secretly are like sweet food, and go down into
the inner parts of the stomach. 9He who does not give his mind to his work
is brother to himwhomakes destruction. 10The name of the Lord is a strong
tower: the upright man running into it is safe. 11 The property of a man of
wealth is his strong town, and it is as a highwall in the thoughts of his heart.
12Beforedestruction theheart ofman is full of pride, andbeforehonour goes
a gentle spirit. 13 To give an answer before hearing is a foolish thing and a
cause of shame. 14The spirit of a man will be his support when he is ill; but
howmay a broken spirit be lifted up? 15The heart of the man of good sense
gets knowledge; the ear of the wise is searching for knowledge. 16 A man's
offeringmakes room for him, letting himcomebefore greatmen. 17Theman
whofirst puts his cause before the judge seems to be in the right; but thenhis
neighbour comesandputshis cause in its true light. 18Thedecisionof chance
puts an end to argument, parting the strong. 19A brother wounded is like a
strong town, and violent acts are like a locked tower. 20With the fruit of a
man'smouth his stomachwill be full; the produce of his lipswill be his in full
measure. 21Death and life are in the power of the tongue; and those towhom
it is dear will have its fruit for their food. 22Whoever gets a wife gets a good
thing, and has the approval of the Lord. 23 The poor man makes requests
for grace, but the man of wealth gives a rough answer. 24 There are friends
whomay be aman's destruction, but there is a lover who keeps nearer than
a brother.

19
1 Better is the poor man whose ways are upright, than the man of wealth

whose ways are twisted. 2 Further, without knowledge desire is not good;
and he who is over-quick in acting goes out of the right way. 3By his foolish
behaviour a man's ways are turned upside down, and his heart is bitter
against theLord. 4Wealthmakesagreatnumberof friends; but thepoorman
is parted from his friend. 5A false witness will not go without punishment,
and the breather out of deceit will not go free. 6 Great numbers will make
attempts to get the approval of a ruler: and everyman is the special friend of
himwhohas something to give. 7All thebrothers of thepoormanare against
him: howmuchmoredohis friendsgo far fromhim! ... 8Hewhogetswisdom
has love for his soul: hewho keeps good sensewill get what is truly good. 9A
false witness will not go without punishment, and the breather out of deceit
will be cut off. 10Material comfort is not good for the foolish; much less for a
servant tobeput over rulers. 11Aman's good sensemakeshimslow towrath,
and the overlooking ofwrongdoing is his glory. 12The king'swrath is like the
loud cry of a lion, but his approval is like dew on the grass. 13A foolish son
is the destruction of his father; and the bitter arguments of a wife are like
drops of rain falling without end. 14House and wealth are a heritage from
fathers, but a wife with good sense is from the Lord. 15Hate of work sends
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deep sleep on aman: and hewho has no industrywill gowithout food. 16He
who keeps the law keeps his soul; but deathwill be the fate of himwho takes
no note of theword. 17Hewho has pity on the poor gives to the Lord, and the
Lord will give him his reward. 18Give your son training while there is hope;
let not your heart be purposing his death. 19Aman of great wrath will have
to take his punishment: for if you get himout of trouble youwill have to do it
again. 20Let your ear be open to suggestion and take teaching, so that at the
end youmaybewise. 21Aman's heartmaybe full of designs, but the purpose
of the Lord is unchanging. 22The ornament of aman is hismercy, and a poor
man is better than one who is false. 23The fear of the Lord gives life: and he
who has it will have need of nothing; no evil will come his way. 24The hater
of work puts his hand deep into the basin, and will not even take it to his
mouth again. 25When blows overtake the man of pride, the simple will get
sense; say sharpwords to thewise, andknowledgewill bemade clear to him.
26He who is violent to his father, driving away his mother, is a son causing
shame and a bad name. 27A son who no longer gives attention to teaching
is turned away from the words of knowledge. 28A good-for-nothing witness
makes sport of the judge's decision: and the mouth of evil-doers sends out
evil like a stream. 29 Rods are being made ready for the man of pride, and
blows for the back of the foolish.

20
1Wine makes men foolish, and strong drink makes men come to blows;

andwhoever comes intoerror through these isnotwise. 2Thewrathofaking
is like the loud cry of a lion: he who makes him angry does wrong against
himself. 3 It is an honour for a man to keep from fighting, but the foolish
are ever at war. 4 The hater of work will not do his ploughing because of
thewinter; so at the time of grain-cutting hewill be requesting food andwill
get nothing. 5 The purpose in the heart of a man is like deep water, but a
man of good sense will get it out. 6Most men make no secret of their kind
acts: but where is a man of good faith to be seen? 7 An upright man goes
on in his righteousness: happy are his children after him! 8 A king on the
seat of judging puts to flight all evil with his eyes. 9Who is able to say, I have
mademyheart clean, I amfree frommysin? 10Unequalweightsandunequal
measures, they are all disgusting to the Lord. 11Even a child may be judged
by his doings, if his work is free from sin and if it is right. 12 The hearing
ear and the seeing eye are equally the Lord's work. 13 Do not be a lover of
sleep, oryouwill becomepoor: keepyoureyesopen, andyouwill havebread
enough. 14Apoor thing, a poor thing, says hewho is givingmoney for goods:
but when he has gone on his way, then he makes clear his pride in what he
has got. 15There is gold and a store of corals: but the lips of knowledge are a
jewel of great price. 16Take aman's clothing if hemakes himself responsible
for a strange man, and get an undertaking from himwho gives his word for
strange men. 17 Bread of deceit is sweet to a man; but after, his mouth will
be full of sand. 18Every purpose is put into effect by wise help: and by wise
guiding make war. 19 He who goes about talking of the business of others
gives away secrets: so havenothing to dowithhimwhose lips are openwide.
20 If anyone puts a curse on his father or his mother, his light will be put out
in the blackest night. 21 A heritage may be got quickly at first, but the end
of it will not be a blessing. 22Do not say, I will give punishment for evil: go
on waiting for the Lord, and he will be your saviour. 23Unequal weights are
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disgusting to the Lord, and false scales are not good. 24A man's steps are of
the Lord; how then may a man have knowledge of his way? 25 It is a danger
to a man to say without thought, It is holy, and, after taking his oaths, to be
questioning if it is necessary to keep them. 26A wise king puts evil-doers to
flight, and makes their evil-doing come back on them. 27 The Lord keeps
watch over the spirit of man, searching all the deepest parts of the body.
28Mercy and good faith keep the king safe, and the seat of his power is based
on upright acts. 29The glory of young men is their strength, and the honour
of old men is their grey hairs. 30By the wounds of the rod evil is taken away,
and blowsmake clean the deepest parts of the body.

21
1 The king's heart in the hands of the Lord is like the water streams, and

by him it is turned in any direction at his pleasure. 2 Every way of a man
seems right to himself, but the Lord is the tester of hearts. 3 To do what is
right and true is more pleasing to the Lord than an offering. 4 A high look
and a heart of pride, ***of the evil-doer is sin. 5 The purposes of the man of
industry have their outcome only in wealth; but one who is over-quick in
acting will only come to be in need. 6Hewho gets stores of wealth by a false
tongue, is going after what is only breath, and searching for death. 7By their
violent acts the evil-doers will be pulled away, because they have no desire
to dowhat is right. 8Twisted is theway of himwho is full of crime; but as for
him whose heart is clean, his work is upright. 9 It is better to be living in an
angle of the house-top, than with a bitter-tongued woman in a wide house.
10 The desire of the evil-doer is fixed on evil: he has no kind feeling for his
neighbour. 11Whenthemanofprideundergoespunishment, the simpleman
gets wisdom; and by watching the wise he gets knowledge. 12 The Upright
One, looking on the house of the evil-doer, lets sinners be overturned to their
destruction. 13Hewhose ears are stopped at the cry of the poor, will himself
get no answer to his cry for help. 14By a secret offeringwrath is turned away,
and the heat of angry feelings by money in the folds of the robe. 15 It is a joy
to the goodman to do right, but it is destruction to theworkers of evil. 16The
wanderer from the way of knowledge will have his resting-place among the
shades. 17The lover of pleasurewill be a poorman: the lover of wine and oil
will not get wealth. 18The evil-doer will be given as a price for the life of the
good man, and the worker of deceit in the place of the upright. 19 It is better
to be living in a waste land, than with a bitter-tongued and angry woman.
20 There is a store of great value in the house of the wise, but it is wasted
by the foolish man. 21He who goes after righteousness and mercy will get
life, righteousness, and honour. 22A wise man goes up into the town of the
strong ones, and overcomes its strength in which they put their faith. 23He
whokeepswatchoverhismouthandhis tonguekeepshis soul fromtroubles.
24 The man of pride, lifted up in soul, is named high-hearted; he is acting in
an outburst of pride. 25The desire of the hater ofwork is death to him, for his
hands will do no work. 26All the day the sinner goes after his desire: but the
upright man gives freely, keeping nothing back. 27The offering of evil-doers
is disgusting: how much more when they give it with an evil purpose! 28A
falsewitnesswill be cut off, ... 29The evil-doermakes his face hard, but as for
the upright, he gives thought to his way. 30Wisdom and knowledge andwise
suggestions are of no use against the Lord. 31The horse ismade ready for the
day of war, but power to overcome is from the Lord.
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22
1A good name ismore to be desired than greatwealth, and to be respected

is better than silver and gold. 2 The man of wealth and the poor man come
face to face: the Lord is the maker of them all. 3 The sharp man sees the
evil and takes cover: the simple go straight on and get into trouble. 4 The
reward of a gentle spirit and the fear of the Lord is wealth and honour and
life. 5Thorns andnets are in thewayof the twisted: hewhokeepswatchover
his soul will be far from them. 6 If a child is trained up in the right way, even
when he is old he will not be turned away from it. 7 The man of wealth has
rule over the poor, and he who gets into debt is a servant to his creditor. 8By
planting the seed of evil a manwill get in the grain of sorrow, and the rod of
his wrath will be broken. 9He who is kind will have a blessing, for he gives
of his bread to the poor. 10 Send away the man of pride, and argument will
go out; truly fighting and shame will come to an end. 11He whose heart is
clean is dear to the Lord; for the grace of his lips the king will be his friend.
12The eyes of the Lord keep knowledge, but by him the acts of the false man
will be overturned. 13Thehater ofwork says, There is a lion outside: Iwill be
put to death in the streets. 14Themouth of strange women is a deep hole: he
with whom the Lord is angry will go down into it. 15 Foolish ways are deep-
seated in the heart of a child, but the rod of punishment will send them far
from him. 16He who is cruel to the poor for the purpose of increasing his
profit, and he who gives to the man of wealth, will only come to be in need.
17 Let your ear be bent down for hearing my words, and let your heart give
thought to knowledge. 18For it is a delight to keep them inyourheart, to have
themready onyour lips. 19So that your faithmaybe in theLord, I havemade
them clear to you this day, even to you. 20Have I not put in writing for you
thirty sayings,withwise suggestions andknowledge, 21Tomake you seehow
certain are true words, so that youmay give a true answer to those who put
questions to you? 22Do not take away the property of the poor man because
he is poor, or be cruel to the crushed ones when they come before the judge:
23For the Lordwill give support to their cause, and take the life of thosewho
take their goods. 24Do not be friends with a man who is given to wrath; do
not go in the company of an angry man: 25For fear of learning his ways and
making a net ready for your soul. 26Be not one of thosewho give their hands
inanagreement, orof thosewhomake themselves responsible fordebts: 27 If
you have nothing with which to make payment, he will take away your bed
from under you. 28 Let not the old landmark be moved which your fathers
have put in place. 29Have you seen a man who is expert in his business? he
will take his place before kings; his place will not be among low persons.

23
1Whenyou takeyour seat at the feastwitha ruler, give thoughtwith care to

what isbeforeyou; 2Andputaknife toyour throat, if youhaveastrongdesire
for food. 3Have no desire for his delicate food, for it is the bread of deceit.
4 Take no care to get wealth; let there be an end to your desire for money.
5Are your eyes lifted up to it? it is gone: for wealth takes to itself wings, like
an eagle in flight up to heaven. 6Do not take the food of himwho has an evil
eye, or have anydesire for his delicatemeat: 7For as the thoughts of his heart
are, so is he: Take foodanddrink, he says to you; but his heart is notwith you.
8The foodwhichyouhave takenwill comeupagain, andyourpleasingwords
will bewasted. 9Saynothing in thehearingofa foolishman, forhewill putno
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value on thewisdom of your words. 10Do not let the landmark of the widow
be moved, and do not go into the fields of those who have no father; 11 For
their saviour is strong, and he will take up their cause against you. 12Give
your heart to teaching, and your ears to the words of knowledge. 13Do not
keep back training from the child: for even if you give him blows with the
rod, it will not be death to him. 14Give him blows with the rod, and keep his
soul safe from theunderworld. 15Myson, if your heart becomeswise, I, even
I, will be glad in heart; 16Andmy thoughts inmewill be full of joywhen your
lips say right things. 17Have no envy of sinners in your heart, but keep in the
fear of the Lord all through the day; 18 For without doubt there is a future,
and your hope will not be cut off. 19Give ear, my son, and be wise, guiding
your heart in the rightway. 20Donot be among thosewho give themselves to
wine-drinking, or among those who make themselves full with meat: 21 For
those who take delight in drink and feasting will come to be in need; and
through love of sleep amanwill be poorly clothed. 22Give ear to your father
whose child you are, and do not keep honour from yourmother when she is
old. 23Get for yourself that which is true, and do not let it go for money; get
wisdom and teaching and good sense. 24 The father of the upright man will
be glad, and hewho has awise childwill have joy because of him. 25Let your
father and your mother be glad, let her who gave you birth have joy. 26My
son, give me your heart, and let your eyes take delight in my ways. 27 For
a loose woman is a deep hollow, and a strange woman is a narrow water-
hole. 28Yes, she is waiting secretly like a beast for its food, and deceit by her
is increased among men. 29Who says, Oh! who says, Ah! who has violent
arguments, who has grief, who has wounds without cause, whose eyes are
dark? 30 Those who are seated late over the wine: those who go looking for
mixedwine. 31Keep your eyes from looking on thewinewhen it is red,when
its colour is bright in the cup, when it goes smoothly down: 32 In the end,
its bite is like that of a snake, its wound like the wound of a poison-snake.
33Youreyeswill see strange things, andyouwill say twisted things. 34Yes, you
will be like himwho takes his rest on the sea, or on the top of a sail-support.
35 They have overcome me, you will say, and I have no pain; they gave me
blows without my feeling them: when will I be awake frommy wine? I will
go after it again.

24
1 Have no envy for evil men, or any desire to be with them: 2 For the

purposes of their hearts are destruction, and their lips are talking of trouble.
3 The building of a house is by wisdom, and by reason it is made strong:
4 And by knowledge its rooms are full of all dear and pleasing things. 5 A
wise man is strong; and a man of knowledge makes strength greater. 6 For
by wise guiding you will overcome in war: and in a number of wise guides
there is salvation. 7Wisdom is outside the power of the foolish: he keeps his
mouth shut in the public place. 8He whose purposes are bad will be named
a man of evil designs. 9 The purpose of the foolish is sin: and the hater of
authority is disgusting to others. 10 If you giveway in the day of trouble, your
strength is small. 11Be the saviour of thosewho are givenup to death, anddo
not keep back help from those who are slipping to destruction. 12 If you say,
See, we had no knowledge of this: does not the tester of hearts give thought
to it? and he who keeps your soul, has he no knowledge of it? and will he
not give to every man the reward of his work? 13My son, take honey, for
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it is good; and the flowing honey, which is sweet to your taste: 14 So let your
desire be forwisdom: if youhave it, therewill be a future, andyourhopewill
not be cut off. 15Do not keep a secret watch, O evil-doer, against the fields of
the upright man, or send destruction on his resting-place: 16 For an upright
man, after falling seven times, will get up again: but trouble is the downfall
of the evil. 17Do not be glad at the fall of your hater, and let not your heart
have joy at his downfall: 18 For fear that the Lord may see it, and it may be
evil in his eyes, and his wrath may be turned away from him. 19Do not be
troubled because of evil-doers, or have envy of sinners: 20 For there will be
no future for the evilman; the light of sinnerswill be put out. 21My son, go in
fear of the Lord and the king: have nothing to do with those who are in high
positions: 22For their downfall will come suddenly; andwho has knowledge
of the destruction of those in high positions? 23 These are more sayings of
the wise: To have respect for a person's position when judging is not good.
24He who says to the evil-doer, You are upright, will be cursed by peoples
and hated by nations. 25 But those who say sharp words to him will have
delight, and a blessing of good will come on them. 26He gives a kiss with his
lips who gives a right answer. 27Put your work in order outside, andmake it
ready in the field; and after that, see to the building of your house. 28Do not
be a violentwitness against your neighbour, or let your lips saywhat is false.
29Saynot, Iwill do tohimashehasdone tome; Iwill give theman the reward
of hiswork. 30 Iwent by thefield of the hater ofwork, andby the vine-garden
of the man without sense; 31And it was all full of thorns, and covered with
waste plants, and its stonewallwasbrokendown. 32Then looking at it, I gave
thought: I saw, and I got teaching from it. 33A little sleep, a little rest, a little
folding of the hands in sleep: 34 So loss will come on you like an outlaw, and
your need like an armedman.

25
1 These are more wise sayings of Solomon, copied out by the men of

Hezekiah, king of Judah. 2 It is the glory of God to keep a thing secret: but the
glory of kings is to have it searched out. 3The heaven is high and the earth is
deep, and the hearts of kingsmaynot be searched out. 4Take away thewaste
fromsilver, and avesselwill comeout for the silver-worker. 5Take away evil-
doers from before the king, and the seat of his power will be made strong in
righteousness. 6 Do not take glory for yourself before the king, and do not
put yourself in the place of the great: 7 For it is better to have it said to you,
Come up here; than for you to be put down in a lower place before the ruler.
8Do not be quick to go to law aboutwhat you have seen, forwhatwill you do
in the end, when your neighbour has put you to shame? 9Have a talk with
your neighbour himself about your cause, but do not give away the secret of
another: 10Or your hearer may say evil of you, and your shame will not be
turned away. 11Aword at the right time is like apples of gold in a network of
silver. 12Like a nose-ring of gold and an ornament of the best gold, is a wise
manwho says sharpwords to an ear ready to give attention. 13As the cold of
snow in the time of grain-cutting, so is a true servant to thosewho send him;
for he gives new life to the soul of his master. 14As clouds and wind without
rain, so is one who takes credit for an offering he has not given. 15A judge
ismoved by onewho for a long time undergoeswrongswithout protest, and
by a soft tongue even bone is broken. 16 If you have honey, take only asmuch
as is enough for you; for fear that, being full of it, youmaynot be able to keep
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it down. 17 Let not your foot be frequently in your neighbour's house, or he
may get tired of you, and his feeling be turned to hate. 18Onewho gives false
witness against his neighbour is a hammer and a sword and a sharp arrow.
19 Putting one's faith in a false man in time of trouble is like a broken tooth
anda shaking foot. 20Likeonewho takes offclothing in coldweather and like
acid on a wound, is he who makes melody to a sad heart. 21 If your hater is
in need of food, give him bread; and if he is in need of drink, give himwater:
22For so youwill put coals of fire onhis head, and the Lordwill give you your
reward. 23As the northwind gives birth to rain, so is an angry face caused by
a tongue sayingevil secretly. 24 It is better tobe living inanangleof thehouse-
top, thanwith a bitter-tonguedwoman in awide house. 25As cold water to a
tired soul, so is goodnews froma far country. 26Like a troubled fountain and
a dirty spring, is an upright man who has to give way before evil-doers. 27 It
is not good to take much honey: so he who is not looking for honour will be
honoured. 28Hewhose spirit is uncontrolled is like an unwalled townwhich
has been broken into.

26
1 Like snow in summer and rain when the grain is being cut, so honour

is not natural for the foolish. 2 As the sparrow in her wandering and the
swallow inherflight, so the cursedoesnot comewithout a cause. 3Awhip for
the horse, a mouth-bit for the ass, and a rod for the back of the foolish. 4Do
not give to the foolish man a foolish answer, or you will be like him. 5Give
a foolish man a foolish answer, or he will seem wise to himself. 6He who
sends news by the hand of a foolish man is cutting off his feet and drinking
in damage. 7The legs of onewho has no power ofwalking are hanging loose;
so is a wise saying in the mouth of the foolish. 8Giving honour to a foolish
man is like attempting to keep a stone fixed in a cord. 9 Like a thorn which
goes up into the hand of a man overcome by drink, so is a wise saying in the
mouth of a foolishman. 10Like an archerwounding allwho goby, is a foolish
man overcome by drink. 11 Like a dog going back to the food which he has
not been able to keep down, is the foolish man doing his foolish acts over
again. 12Have you seen a man who seems to himself to be wise? There is
more hope for the foolish than for him. 13The hater of work says, There is a
lion in the way; a lion is in the streets. 14A door is turned on its pillar, and
the hater of work on his bed. 15 The hater of work puts his hand deep into
the basin: lifting it again to his mouth is a weariness to him. 16 The hater of
work seems to himself wiser than sevenmenwho are able to give an answer
with good sense. 17Hewho getsmixed up in a fightwhich is not his business,
is like one who takes a dog by the ears while it is going by. 18As one who is
off his head sends about flaming sticks and arrows of death, 19 So is theman
who gets the better of his neighbour by deceit, and says, Am I not doing so
in sport? 20Without wood, the fire goes out; and where there is no secret
talk, argument is ended. 21 Like breath on coals and wood on fire, so a man
given to argument gets a fight started. 22 The words of one who says evil of
his neighbour secretly are like sweet food, they go down into the inner parts
of the stomach. 23 Smooth lips and an evil heart are like a vessel of earth
plated with silver waste. 24With his lips the hater makes things seem what
they are not, but deceit is stored up inside him; 25When he says fair words,
have no belief in him; for in his heart are seven evils: 26 Though his hate
is covered with deceit, his sin will be seen openly before the meeting of the
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people. 27Hewhomakes ahole in the earthwill himself go falling into it: and
on him by whom a stone is rolled the stone will come back again. 28A false
tongue has hate for those who have clean hearts, and a smooth mouth is a
cause of falling.

27
1Donotmake a noise about tomorrow, for you are not certainwhat a day's

outcome may be. 2 Let another man give you praise, and not your mouth;
one who is strange to you, and not your lips. 3 A stone has great weight,
and sand is crushing; but the wrath of the foolish is of greater weight than
these. 4Wrath is cruel, and angry feeling an overflowing stream; but who
does not giveway before envy? 5Better is open protest than love kept secret.
6Thewounds of a friend are given in good faith, but the kisses of a hater are
false. 7 The full man has no use for honey, but to the man in need of food
every bitter thing is sweet. 8 Like a bird wandering from the place of her
eggs is a man wandering from his station. 9Oil and perfume make glad the
heart, and the wise suggestion of a friend is sweet to the soul. 10Do not give
up your friend and your father's friend; and do not go into your brother's
house in the day of your trouble: better is a neighbour who is near than a
brother far off. 11My son, bewise andmakemyheart glad, so that Imay give
back an answer to him who puts me to shame. 12 The sharp man sees the
evil and takes cover: the simple go straight on and get into trouble. 13Take a
man's clothing if hemakes himself responsible for a strangeman, and get an
undertaking from himwho gives his word for strange men. 14Hewho gives
ablessing tohis friendwith a loudvoice, gettingup early in themorning,will
have it put to his account as a curse. 15Like an unending dropping on a day
of rain is a bitter-tongued woman. 16He who keeps secret the secret of his
friend, will get himself a name for good faith. 17 Iron makes iron sharp; so a
man makes sharp his friend. 18Whoever keeps a fig-tree will have its fruit;
and the servant waiting on his master will be honoured. 19Like face looking
at face in water, so are the hearts of men to one another. 20The underworld
and Abaddon are never full, and the eyes of man have never enough. 21The
heating-pot is for silver and the oven-fire for gold, and a man is measured
by what he is praised for. 22Even if a foolish man is crushed with a hammer
in a vessel among crushed grain, still his foolish ways will not go from him.
23 Take care to have knowledge about the condition of your flocks, looking
well after your herds; 24 For wealth is not for ever, and money does not go
on for all generations. 25 The grass comes up and the young grass is seen,
and the mountain plants are got in. 26 The lambs are for your clothing, and
the he-goatsmake the value of a field: 27Therewill be goats' milk enough for
your food, and for the support of your servant-girls.

28
1 The evil man goes running away when no man is after him, but the

upright are without fear, like the lion. 2 Because of the sin of the land, its
troubles are increased; but by aman of wisdom and knowledge they will be
put out like a fire. 3Aman of wealth who is cruel to the poor is like a violent
raincausingdestructionof food. 4Thosewhohavenorespect for the lawgive
praise to the evil-doer; but such as keep the law are against him. 5Evil men
have no knowledge of what is right; but those who go after the Lord have
knowledge of all things. 6 Better is the poor man whose ways are upright,
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than the man of wealth whose ways are not straight. 7 He who keeps the
law is a wise son, but he who keeps company with feasters puts shame on
his father. 8He who makes his wealth greater by taking interest, only gets
it together for him who has pity on the poor. 9As for the man whose ear is
turned away from hearing the law, even his prayer is disgusting. 10Anyone
causing the upright to gowandering in an evilway,will himself go down into
theholehehasmade; but theuprightwill havegood things for theirheritage.
11Theman of wealth seems to himself to be wise, but the poormanwho has
sense has a low opinion of him. 12When the upright do well, there is great
glory; but when evil-doers are lifted up, men do not let themselves be seen.
13He who keeps his sins secret will not do well; but one who is open about
them, and gives them up, will get mercy. 14 Happy is the man in whom is
the fear of the Lord at all times; but he whose heart is hard will come into
trouble. 15Like a loud-voiced lion and awandering bear, is an evil ruler over
a poor people. 16Theprincewhohas no sense is a cruel ruler; but hewhohas
no desire to get profit for himself will have long life. 17Onewho has been the
causeof aman'sdeathwill go inflight to theunderworld: letnomangivehim
help. 18Hewhoseways are upright will be safe, but suddenwill be the fall of
himwhoseways are twisted. 19By ploughing his land amanwill have bread
in fullmeasure; but hewho goes after good-for-nothing personswill be poor
enough. 20Amanof good faithwill have great blessing, but oneattempting to
get wealth quickly will not go free from punishment. 21 It is not good to have
respect for aman's position: for amanwill dowrong for a bit of bread. 22He
who is ever desiring wealth goes running aftermoney, and does not see that
need will come on him. 23He who says words of protest to a man will later
havemore approval than onewho says smoothwordswith his tongue. 24He
who takes from his father or his mother what is theirs by right, and says, It
is no sin; is the same as a taker of life. 25He who is ever desiring profit is a
cause of fighting; but hewho puts his faith in the Lordwill bemade fat. 26He
whose faith is in himself is foolish; but everyonewalking wisely will be kept
safe. 27Hewhogives to thepoorwill neverbe inneed, but great curseswill be
on himwho gives no attention to them. 28When evil-doers are lifted up,men
take cover; but when destruction overtakes them, the upright are increased.

29
1A man hating sharp words and making his heart hard, will suddenly be

broken and will not be made well again. 2When the upright have power,
the people are glad; when an evil man is ruler, grief comes on the people.
3 A man who is a lover of wisdom is a joy to his father: but he who goes in
the company of loose women is a waster of wealth. 4 A king, by right rule,
makes the land safe; but one full of desires makes it a waste. 5 A man who
says smooth things to his neighbour is stretching out a net for his steps. 6 In
the steps of an evil man there is a net for him, but the uprightman gets away
quicklyand is glad. 7Theuprightmangivesattention to thecauseof thepoor:
the evil-doer gives no thought to it. 8Men of pride are the cause of violent
acts in a town, but by wise men wrath is turned away. 9 If a wise man goes
to law with a foolish man, he may be angry or laughing, but there will be
no rest. 10Men of blood are haters of the good man, and evil-doers go after
his soul. 11A foolish man lets out all his wrath, but a wise man keeps it back
quietly. 12 If a ruler gives attention to false words, all his servants are evil-
doers. 13 The poor man and his creditor come face to face: the Lord gives
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light to their eyes equally. 14The king who is a true judge in the cause of the
poor,will be safe for everon the seat ofhis power. 15The rodand sharpwords
givewisdom: but a childwho is not guided is a cause of shame to hismother.
16When evilmen are in power,wrongdoing is increased; but the uprightwill
have pleasure when they see their downfall. 17Give your son training, and
he will give you rest; he will give delight to your soul. 18Where there is no
vision, the people are uncontrolled; but he who keeps the lawwill be happy.
19A servantwill not be trained bywords; for though the sense of thewords is
clear to him, he will not give attention. 20Have you seen amanwho is quick
with his tongue? There is more hope for a foolish man than for him. 21 If a
servant is gently cared for from his early years, he will become a cause of
sorrow in the end. 22An angryman is the cause of fighting, and aman given
to wrath does much wrong. 23Aman's pride will be the cause of his fall, but
hewhohasagentle spiritwill gethonour. 24Amanwhotakespartwitha thief
hashate forhis soul; he isputunderoath, but saysnothing. 25The fearofman
is a cause of danger: but whoever puts his faith in the Lord will have a safe
place on high. 26The approval of a ruler is desired by great numbers: but the
decision in a man's cause comes from the Lord. 27An evil man is disgusting
to the upright, and he who is upright is disgusting to evil-doers.

30
1The words of Agur, the son of Jakeh, fromMassa. Theman says: I am full

of weariness, O God, I am full of weariness; O God, I have come to an end:
2 For I am more like a beast than any man, I have no power of reasoning
like a man: 3 I have not got wisdom by teaching, so that I might have the
knowledge of the Holy One. 4Who has gone up to heaven and come down?
who has taken the winds in his hands, prisoning the waters in his robe?
by whom have all the ends of the earth been fixed? what is his name, and
what is his son's name, if you are able to say? 5Every word of God is tested:
he is a breastplate to those who put their faith in him. 6Make no addition
to his words, or he will make clear your error, and you will be seen to be
false. 7 I have made request to you for two things; do not keep them from
me before my death: 8 Put far from me all false and foolish things: do not
give me great wealth or let me be in need, but give me only enough food:
9 For fear that if I am full, I may be false to you and say, Who is the Lord?
or if I am poor, I may become a thief, using the name of my God wrongly.
10Do not say evil of a servant to hismaster, or hewill put a curse on you, and
you will get into trouble. 11 There is a generation who put a curse on their
father, and do not give a blessing to their mother. 12 There is a generation
who seem to themselves to be free from sin, but are not washed from their
unclean ways. 13There is a generation, O how full of pride are their eyes! O
how their brows are lifted up! 14 There is a generation whose teeth are like
swords, their strong teeth likeknives, for thedestructionof thepoor fromthe
earth, and of thosewho are in need from amongmen. 15The night-spirit has
two daughters, Give, give. There are three things which are never full, even
four which never say, Enough: 16 The underworld, and the woman without
a child; the earth which never has enough water, and the fire which never
says, Enough. 17 The eye which makes sport of a father, and sees no value
in a mother when she is old will be rooted out by the ravens of the valley,
and be food for the young eagles. 18 There are three things, the wonder of
which overcomesme, even four things outsidemy knowledge: 19Theway of
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an eagle in the air; theway of a snake on a rock; theway of a ship in the heart
of the sea; and the way of a manwith a girl. 20This is the way of a false wife;
she takes food, and, cleaning her mouth, says, I have done no wrong. 21 For
three things the earth is moved, and there are four which it will not put up
with: 22A servant when he becomes a king; a man without sense when his
wealth is increased; 23A hated woman when she is married; and a servant-
girl who takes the place of her master's wife. 24There are four things which
are little on the earth, but they are very wise: 25 The ants are a people not
strong, but they put by a store of food in the summer; 26The conies are only a
feeble people, but theymake their houses in the rocks; 27The locusts have no
king, but they all go out in bands; 28 You may take the lizard in your hands,
but it is in kings' houses. 29 There are three things whose steps are good to
see, even four whose goings are fair: 30 The lion, which is strongest among
beasts, not turning from his way for any; 31The war-horse, and the he-goat,
and thekingwhenhisarmy iswithhim. 32 If youhavedone foolishly in lifting
yourself up, or if you have had evil designs, put your hand over yourmouth.
33The shaking ofmilkmakes butter, and the twisting of thenosemakes blood
come: so the forcing of wrath is a cause of fighting.

31
1Thewords of Lemuel, king of Massa: the teaching which he had from his

mother. 2What am I to say to you, O Lemuel, my oldest son? and what, O
son of my body? andwhat, O son of my oaths? 3Do not give your strength to
women, or your ways to that which is the destruction of kings. 4 It is not for
kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to take wine, or for rulers to say, Where
is strong drink? 5 For fear that through drinking they may come to have no
respect for the law, wrongly judging the cause of those who are in trouble.
6Give strong drink to himwho is near to destruction, andwine to himwhose
soul is bitter: 7Let him have drink, and his need will go from his mind, and
the memory of his trouble will be gone. 8 Let your mouth be open for those
who have no voice, in the cause of those who are ready for death. 9Let your
mouth be open, judging rightly, and give right decisions in the cause of the
poor and those in need. 10Who may make discovery of a woman of virtue?
For her price is much higher than jewels. 11 The heart of her husband has
faith in her, and he will have profit in full measure. 12 She does him good
and not evil all the days of her life. 13She gets wool and linen, working at the
business of her hands. 14 She is like the trading-ships, getting food from far
away. 15 She gets up while it is still night, and gives meat to her family, and
their food to her servant-girls. 16After looking at a field with care, she gets it
for a price, planting a vine-garden with the profit of her work. 17 She puts a
band of strength round her, andmakes her arms strong. 18 She sees that her
marketing is of profit to her: her light does not go out by night. 19 She puts
her hands to the cloth-working rod, and her fingers take the wheel. 20Her
hands are stretched out to the poor; yes, she is open-handed to those who
are in need. 21 She has no fear of the snow for her family, for all those in her
house are clothed in red. 22 She makes for herself cushions of needlework;
her clothing is fair linen and purple. 23Her husband is a man of note in the
public place, when he takes his seat among the responsible men of the land.
24Shemakes linen robes and gets a price for them, and traders take her cloth
bands for a price. 25 Strength and self-respect are her clothing; she is facing
the futurewith a smile. 26Hermouth is open to give outwisdom, and the law
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of mercy is on her tongue. 27 She gives attention to the ways of her family,
she does not take her foodwithout working for it. 28Her children get up and
give her honour, and her husband gives her praise, saying, 29Unnumbered
women have done well, but you are better than all of them. 30Fair looks are
a deceit, and a beautiful form is of no value; but a woman who has the fear
of the Lord is to be praised. 31Give her credit forwhat her hands havemade:
let her be praised by her works in the public place.
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Ecclesiastes
or, The Preacher

1 The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. 2 All
is to no purpose, said the Preacher, all the ways of man are to no purpose.
3What is a man profited by all his work which he does under the sun? 4One
generationgoes andanother comes; but the earth is for ever. 5The suncomes
up and the sun goes down, and goes quickly back to the placewhere he came
up. 6 The wind goes to the south, turning back again to the north; circling
round for ever. 7 All the rivers go down to the sea, but the sea is not full;
to the place where the rivers go, there they go again. 8All things are full of
weariness; man may not give their story: the eye has never enough of its
seeing, or the ear of its hearing. 9 That which has been, is that which is to
be, and that which has been done, is that whichwill be done, and there is no
new thing under the sun. 10 Is there anything of which men say, See, this is
new? It has been in the old timewhichwas before us. 11There is nomemory
of those who have gone before, and of those who come after there will be
no memory for those who are still to come after them. 12 I, the Preacher,
was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 And I gave my heart to searching out
in wisdom all things which are done under heaven: it is a hard thing which
God has put on the sons of men to do. 14 I have seen all the works which are
done under the sun; all is to no purpose, and desire for wind. 15That which
is bent may not be made straight, and that which is not there may not be
numbered. 16 I said to my heart, See, I have become great and am increased
inwisdommore than anywhowere beforeme in Jerusalem— yes,my heart
has seen much wisdom and knowledge. 17 And I gave my heart to getting
knowledge of wisdom, and of the ways of the foolish. And I saw that this
again was desire for wind. 18 Because in much wisdom is much grief, and
increase of knowledge is increase of sorrow.

2
1 I said inmyheart, Iwill give you joy for a test; so take yourpleasure—but

it was to no purpose. 2Of laughing I said, It is foolish; and of joy—What use
is it? 3 I made a search withmy heart to give pleasure to my flesh with wine,
still guiding my heart with wisdom, and to go after foolish things, so that I
might see what was good for the sons of men to do under the heavens all
the days of their life. 4 I undertook great works, building myself houses and
planting vine-gardens. 5 I made myself gardens and fruit gardens, planting
in them fruit-trees of all sorts. 6 I made pools to give water for the woods
with their young trees. 7 I got men-servants and women-servants, and they
gave birth to sons and daughters in my house. I had great wealth of herds
and flocks, more than all who were in Jerusalem before me. 8 I got together
silver and gold and thewealth of kings andof countries. I gotmakers of song,
male and female; and the delights of the sons of men — girls of all sorts to
be my brides. 9And I became great; increasing more than all who had been
before me in Jerusalem, and my wisdom was still with me. 10 And nothing
which was desired by my eyes did I keep from them; I did not keep any joy
frommy heart, becausemy heart took pleasure in all mywork, and this was
my reward. 11 Then I saw all the works which my hands had made, and
everything I had been working to do; and I saw that all was to no purpose
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and desire for wind, and there was no profit under the sun. 12 And I went
again in search of wisdom and of foolish ways. What may the man do who
comes after the king? The thing which he has done before. 13 Then I saw
thatwisdom is better than foolishways— as the light is better than the dark.
14 The wise man's eyes are in his head, but the foolish man goes walking in
the dark; but still I saw that the same event comes to them all. 15Then said I
inmyheart: As it comes to the foolishman, sowill it come tome; sowhyhave
I been wise overmuch? Then I said in my heart: This again is to no purpose.
16Of thewiseman, as of the foolishman, there is nomemory for ever, seeing
that thosewhonowarewill have gone frommemory in thedays to come. See
how death comes to thewise as to the foolish! 17So I was hating life, because
everything under the sun was evil to me: all is to no purpose and desire for
wind. 18Hate had I for all my work which I had done, because the man who
comes after me will have its fruits. 19And who is to say if that man will be
wise or foolish? But he will have power over all mywork which I have done
and in which I have been wise under the sun. This again is to no purpose.
20 So my mind was turned to grief for all the trouble I had taken and all my
wisdomunder the sun. 21Because there is amanwhosework has been done
with wisdom, with knowledge, and with an expert hand; but one who has
done nothing for it will have it for his heritage. This again is to no purpose
and a great evil. 22What does a man get for all his work, and for the weight
of care with which he has done his work under the sun? 23All his days are
sorrow, and his work is full of grief. Even in the night his heart has no rest.
This again is to no purpose. 24There is nothing better for a man than taking
meat and drink, and having delight in his work. This again I saw was from
the hand of God. 25Whomay take food or have pleasure without him? 26To
themanwithwhomhe is pleased, God giveswisdomandknowledge and joy;
but to the sinner he gives the work of getting goods together and storing up
wealth, to give to him inwhomGodhas pleasure. This again is to no purpose
and desire for wind.

3
1For everything there is a fixed time, and a time for every business under

the sun. 2A time for birth and a time for death; a time for planting and a time
for uprooting; 3 A time to put to death and a time to make well; a time for
pulling down and a time for building up; 4A time for weeping and a time for
laughing; a time for sorrow and a time for dancing; 5 A time to take stones
away and a time to get stones together; a time for kissing and a time to keep
fromkissing; 6A time for search and a time for loss; a time to keep and a time
to give away; 7A time for undoing and a time for stitching; a time for keeping
quiet and a time for talk; 8 A time for love and a time for hate; a time for
war and a time for peace. 9What profit has theworker in theworkwhich he
does? 10 I saw theworkwhichGodhasput on the sonsofman. 11Hehasmade
everything right in its time; buthehasmade theirheartswithout knowledge,
so that man is unable to see the works of God, from the first to the last. 12 I
am certain that there is nothing better for a man than to be glad, and to do
good while life is in him. 13And for every man to take food and drink, and
have joy in all his work, is a reward from God. 14 I am certain that whatever
God does will be for ever. No addition may be made to it, nothing may be
taken from it; and God has done it so that man may be in fear before him.
15Whatever is has been before, andwhat is to be is now; because Godmakes
search for the things which are past. 16 And again, I saw under the sun, in
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the place of the judges, that evil was there; and in the place of righteousness,
that evil was there. 17 I said inmy heart, Godwill be judge of the good and of
the bad; because a time for every purpose and for everywork has beenfixed
by him. 18 I said inmy heart, It is because of the sons ofmen, so that Godmay
put them to the test and that they may see themselves as beasts. 19Because
the fate of the sons of men and the fate of the beasts is the same. As is the
death of one so is the death of the other, and all have one spirit. Man is not
higher than the beasts; because all is to no purpose. 20All go to one place, all
are of the dust, and all will be turned to dust again. 21Who is certain that the
spirit of the sons ofmengoesup toheaven, or that the spirit of thebeasts goes
down to the earth? 22 So I saw that there is nothing better than for a man to
have joy in his work — because that is his reward. Who will make him see
what will come after him?

4
1And again I saw all the cruel things which are done under the sun; there

was the weeping of those who have evil done to them, and they had no
comforter: and from the hands of the evil-doers there went out power, but
they had no comforter. 2 So my praise was for the dead who have gone to
theirdeath,more than for the livingwhostill have life. 3Yes, happier than the
deador the living seemedhewhohasnot everbeen,whohasnot seen theevil
which is done under the sun. 4And I saw that the cause of all thework and of
everything which is done well was man's envy of his neighbour. This again
is to no purpose and a desire for wind. 5The foolish man, folding his hands,
takes the flesh of his body for food. 6One hand full of rest is better than two
hands full of trouble and desire for wind. 7 Then I came back, and I saw an
example of what is to no purpose under the sun. 8 It is onewho is by himself,
without a second, and without son or brother; but there is no end to all his
work, and he has never enough of wealth. For whom, then, am I working
and keeping myself from pleasure? This again is to no purpose, and a bitter
work. 9Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their
work. 10And if one has a fall, the other will give him a hand; but unhappy
is the man who is by himself, because he has no helper. 11 So again, if two
are sleeping together they arewarm, but howmay one bewarmby himself?
12And two attacked by one would be safe, and three cords twisted together
are not quickly broken. 13A young man who is poor and wise is better than
a kingwho is old and foolish andwill not be guided by thewisdom of others.
14Because out of a prison the young man comes to be king, though by birth
he was only a poor man in the kingdom. 15 I saw all the living under the sun
round the young man who was to be ruler in place of the king. 16There was
no end of all the people, of all those whose head he was, but they who come
later will have no delight in him. This again is to no purpose and desire for
wind.

5
1 Put your feet down with care when you go to the house of God, for it is

better to give ear than to make the burned offerings of the foolish, whose
knowledge is only of doing evil. 2Benot unwisewith yourmouth, and let not
your heart be quick to say anything before God, because God is in heaven
and you are on the earth — so let not the number of your words be great.
3As a dream comes frommuch business, so the voice of a foolishman comes
with words in great number. 4 When you take an oath before God, put it
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quickly into effect, because he has no pleasure in the foolish; keep the oath
you have taken. 5 It is better not to take an oath than to take an oath and not
keep it. 6 Let not your mouth make your flesh do evil. And say not before
the angel, It was an error. So that God may not be angry with your words
and put an end to the work of your hands. 7Because much talk comes from
dreamsand things of nopurpose. But let the fear ofGodbe inyou. 8 If you see
the poor under a cruel yoke, and law and right being violently overturned
in a country, be not surprised, because one authority is keeping watch on
another and there are higher than they. 9 It is good generally for a country
where the land isworked to have a king. 10Hewhohas a love for silver never
has enough silver, or he who has love for wealth, enough profit. This again
is to no purpose. 11 When goods are increased, the number of those who
take of them is increased; and what profit has the owner but to see them?
12 The sleep of a working man is sweet, if he has little food or much; but to
himwho is full, sleepwill not come. 13There is a great evil which I have seen
under the sun—wealthkeptby theowner tobehisdownfall. 14And I saw the
destruction of his wealth by an evil chance; and when he became the father
of a sonhehadnothing inhis hand. 15Ashe came fromhismother at birth, so
does he go again; he gets from his work no reward which he may take away
in his hand. 16And this again is a great evil, that in all points as he came so
will he go; andwhat profit has he inworking for thewind? 17All his days are
in the dark, and he has much sorrow, pain, disease, and trouble. 18 This is
what I have seen: it is good and fair for a man to takemeat and drink and to
have joy in all his work under the sun, all the days of his life which God has
given him; that is his reward. 19 Every man to whom God has given money
and wealth and the power to have pleasure in it and to do his part and have
joy in his work: this is given by God. 20He will not give much thought to the
days of his life; because God lets him be taken upwith the joy of his heart.

6
1 There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is hard on men;

2Aman to whomGod givesmoney, wealth, and honour so that he has all his
desires but God does not give him the power to have joy of it, and a strange
man takes it. This is to no purpose and an evil disease. 3 If a man has a
hundred children, and his life is long so that the days of his years are great
in number, but his soul takes no pleasure in good, and he is not honoured at
his death; I say that a birth before its time is better than he. 4 Inwind it came
and to the dark it will go, and with the dark will its name be covered. 5 Yes,
it saw not the sun, and it had no knowledge; it is better with this than with
the other. 6 And though he goes on living a thousand years twice over and
does not see good, are not the two going to the same place? 7 All the work
of man is for his mouth, and still he has a desire for food. 8What have the
wise more than the foolish? and what has the poor man by walking wisely
before the living? 9What the eyes see is better than thewandering of desire.
This is to no purpose and a desire forwind. 10Thatwhich is, has been named
before, and of whatman is there is knowledge. He has no power against one
stronger than he. 11There are words without number for increasing what is
to no purpose, but what is man profited by them? 12Who is able to say what
is good for man in life all the days of his foolish life which he goes through
like a shade? whowill say what is to be after him under the sun?
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7
1A good name is better than oil of great price, and the day of death than

the day of birth. 2 It is better to go to the house of weeping, than to go to the
house of feasting; because that is the end of every man, and the living will
take it to their hearts. 3 Sorrow is better than joy; when the face is sad the
mind gets better. 4 The hearts of the wise are in the house of weeping; but
the hearts of the foolish are in the house of joy. 5 It is better to take note of
the protest of the wise, than for a man to give ear to the song of the foolish.
6 Like the cracking of thorns under a pot, so is the laugh of a foolish man;
and this again is to no purpose. 7 The wise are troubled by the ways of the
cruel, and the giving of money is the destruction of the heart. 8The end of a
thing is better than its start, and a gentle spirit is better than pride. 9Be not
quick to let your spirit be angry; because wrath is in the heart of the foolish.
10 Say not, Why were the days which have gone by better than these? Such
a question comes not from wisdom. 11Wisdom together with a heritage is
good, and a profit to those who see the sun. 12Wisdom keeps a man from
danger even asmoney does; but the value of knowledge is thatwisdomgives
life to its owner. 13Give thought to the work of God. Who will make straight
what he has made bent? 14 In the day of wealth have joy, but in the day of
evil take thought: God has put the one against the other, so thatmanmay not
be certain what will be after him. 15 These two have I seen in my life which
is to no purpose: a good man coming to his end in his righteousness, and an
evil man whose days are long in his evil-doing. 16Be not given overmuch to
righteousness and be not over-wise. Why let destruction come on you? 17Be
not evil overmuch, and be not foolish. Why come to your end before your
time? 18 It is good to take this in your hand and not to keep your hand from
that; he who has the fear of God will be free of the two. 19Wisdommakes a
wise man stronger than ten rulers in a town. 20There is no man on earth of
such righteousness that he does good and is free from sin all his days. 21Do
not give ear to all the words whichmen say, for fear of hearing the curses of
your servant. 22Your heart has knowledge how frequently others have been
cursedbyyou. 23All this I haveput to the test bywisdom; I said, Iwill bewise,
but it was far fromme. 24 Far off is true existence, and very deep; who may
have knowledge of it? 25 I gave my mind to knowledge and to searching for
wisdom and the reason of things, and to the discovery that sin is foolish, and
that tobe foolish is tobewithoutone's senses. 26And I sawa thingmorebitter
thandeath, even thewomanwhoseheart is full of tricks andnets, andwhose
hands are as bands. Hewith whomGod is pleasedwill get free from her, but
the sinner will be taken by her. 27 Look! this I have seen, said the Preacher,
taking one thing after another to get the true account, 28Forwhichmy soul is
still searching, but I have it not; oneman among a thousand have I seen; but
a woman among all these I have not seen. 29This only have I seen, that God
mademen upright, but they have been searching out all sorts of inventions.

8
1Who is like the wise man? and to whom is the sense of anything clear?

A man's wisdom makes his face shining, and his hard face will be changed.
2 I say to you, Keep the king's law, from respect for the oath of God. 3Be not
quick to go from before him. Be not fixed in an evil design, because he does
whatever is pleasing tohim. 4Thewordof akinghas authority; andwhomay
say to him,What is this you are doing? 5Whoever keeps the lawwill come to
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no evil: and a wise man's heart has knowledge of time and of decision. 6For
every purpose there is a time and a decision, because the sorrow of man is
great in him. 7No one is certain what is to be, and who is able to say to him
when it will be? 8 No man has authority over the wind, to keep the wind;
or is ruler over the day of his death. In war no man's time is free, and evil
will not keep the sinner safe. 9All this have I seen, and have given my heart
to all the work which is done under the sun: there is a time when man has
power over man for his destruction. 10And then I saw evil men put to rest,
taken even from the holy place; and theywent about andwere praised in the
town because of what they had done. This again is to no purpose. 11Because
punishment for an evilwork comes not quickly, theminds of the sons ofmen
are fully given to doing evil. 12 Though a sinner does evil a hundred times
and his life is long, I am certain that it will be well for thosewho go in fear of
God and are in fear before him. 13But it will not be well for the evil-doer; he
will not make his days long like a shade, because he has no fear before God.
14 There is a thing which is to no purpose done on the earth: that there are
goodmen to whom is given the same punishment as those who are evil, and
there are evil men who get the reward of the good. I say that this again is to
no purpose. 15 So I gave praise to joy, because there is nothing better for a
man to do under the sun than to take meat and drink and be happy; for that
will bewithhim inhisworkall thedays of his lifewhichGodgiveshimunder
the sun. 16When I gave mymind to the knowledge of wisdom and to seeing
the business which is done on the earth (and there are those whose eyes see
not sleep by day or by night), 17Then I saw all the work of God, and thatman
may not get knowledge of the work which is done under the sun; because,
if a man gives hard work to the search he will not get knowledge, and even
if the wise man seems to be coming to the end of his search, still he will be
without knowledge.

9
1All this I took to heart, and my heart saw it all: that the upright and the

wise and their works are in the hand of God; and men may not be certain
if it will be love or hate; all is to no purpose before them. 2 Because to all
there is one event, to the upright man and to the evil, to the clean and to the
unclean, to him who makes an offering and to him who makes no offering;
as is the good so is the sinner; he who takes an oath is as he who has fear
of it. 3 This is evil in all things which are done under the sun: that there
is one fate for all, and the hearts of the sons of men are full of evil; while
they have life their hearts are foolish, and after that— to the dead. 4For him
who is joined to all the living there is hope; a living dog is better than a dead
lion. 5The living are conscious that deathwill come to them, but the dead are
not conscious of anything, and they no longer have a reward, because there
is no memory of them. 6 Their love and their hate and their envy are now
ended; and they have no longer a part for ever in anything which is done
under the sun. 7 Come, take your bread with joy, and your wine with a glad
heart. God has taken pleasure in your works. 8Let your clothing be white at
all times, and let not your head be without oil. 9Have joy with the woman
of your love all the days of your foolish life which he gives you under the
sun. Because that is your part in life and in your work which you do under
the sun. 10Whatever comes to your hand to do with all your power, do it
because there is no work, or thought, or knowledge, or wisdom in the place
of the dead towhich you are going. 11And again I saw under the sun that the
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reward goes not to him who is quick, or the fruits of war to the strong; and
there is no bread for the wise, or wealth for men of learning, or respect for
thosewhohaveknowledge; but timeandchancecome toall. 12Evenmanhas
noknowledgeofhis time; likefishes taken inanevilnet, or likebirds takenby
deceit, are the sons of men taken in an evil time when it comes suddenly on
them. 13This again I have seen under the sun aswisdom and it seemed great
to me. 14 There was a little town and the number of its men was small, and
there came a great king against it and made an attack on it, building works
of war round about it. 15Now there was in the town a poor, wise man, and
he, by his wisdom, kept the town safe. But no one had any memory of that
same poor man. 16Then I said, Wisdom is better than strength, but the poor
man'swisdom is not respected, and hiswords are not given a hearing. 17The
words of thewisewhich come quietly to the ear are notedmore than the cry
of a ruler among the foolish. 18Wisdom is better than instruments of war,
but one sinner is the destruction of much good.

10
1Deadfliesmake theoil of theperfumergiveoutanevil smell;morevalued

is a little wisdom than the great glory of the foolish. 2 The heart of the wise
man goes in the right direction; but the heart of a foolish man in the wrong.
3And when the foolish man is walking in the way, he has no sense and lets
everyone see that he is foolish. 4 If the wrath of the ruler is against you, keep
in your place; in him who keeps quiet even great sins may be overlooked.
5There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, like an errorwhich comes
by chance from a ruler: 6 The foolish are placed in high positions, but men
of wealth are kept low. 7 I have seen servants on horses, and rulers walking
on the earth as servants. 8He who makes a hole for others will himself go
into it, and for him whomakes a hole through a wall the bite of a snake will
be a punishment. 9He who gets out stones from the earth will be damaged
by them, and in the cutting of wood there is danger. 10 If the iron has no
edge, and he does not make it sharp, then he has to put out more strength;
but wisdom makes things go well. 11 If a snake gives a bite before the word
of power is said, then there is no longer any use in the word of power. 12The
words of awiseman'smouth are sweet to all, but the lips of a foolishmanare
his destruction. 13The firstwords of hismouth are foolish, and the end of his
talk is evil crime. 14 The foolish are full of words; man has no knowledge of
what will be; and who is able to say what will be after him? 15 The work of
the foolish will be a weariness to him, because he has no knowledge of the
way to the town. 16Unhappy is the landwhoseking is aboy, andwhose rulers
are feasting in themorning. 17Happy is the landwhose ruler is ofnoblebirth,
andwhose chiefs take foodat the right time, for strength andnot for feasting.
18When no work is done the roof goes in, and when the hands do nothing
water comes into the house. 19A feast is for laughing, and wine makes glad
the heart; but by the one and the other money is wasted. 20 Say not a curse
against the king, even in your thoughts; and even secretly say not a curse
against the man of wealth; because a bird of the air will take the voice, and
that which has wings will give news of it.

11
1 Put out your bread on the face of the waters; for after a long time it will

come back to you again. 2Give a part to seven or even to eight, because you
have no knowledge of the evil which will be on the earth. 3 If the clouds are
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full of rain, they send it down on the earth; and if a tree comes down to the
south, or the north, in whatever place it comes down, there it will be. 4He
who iswatching thewindwill not get the seedplanted, andhewho is looking
at the cloudswill not get in the grain. 5As you have no knowledge of theway
of thewind, or of the growthof thebones in thebodyof herwho iswith child,
even so you have no knowledge of the works of God who has made all. 6 In
the morning put your seed into the earth, and till the evening let not your
hand be at rest; because you are not certain which will do well, this or that
— or if the two will be equally good. 7Truly the light is sweet, and it is good
for the eyes to see the sun. 8But even if a man's life is long and he has joy in
all his years, let him keep in mind the dark days, because they will be great
in number. Whatever may come is to no purpose. 9Have joy, O young man,
while you are young; and let your heart be glad in the days of your strength,
andgo in thewaysof yourheart, and in thedesire of your eyes; but be certain
that for all these things God will be your judge. 10 So put away trouble from
your heart, and sorrow fromyour flesh; because the early years and the best
years are to no purpose.

12
1Let yourmindbe turned to yourMaker in thedays of your strength,while

the evil days come not, and the years are far away when you will say, I have
no pleasure in them; 2While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars,
are not dark, and the clouds come not back after the rain; 3 In the day when
the keepers of the house are shaking for fear, and the strong men are bent
down, and thewomenwhowere crushing the grain are at rest because their
number is small, and those looking out of the windows are unable to see;
4When the doors are shut in the street, and the sound of the crushing is low,
and the voice of the bird is soft, and the daughters ofmusicwill bemade low;
5 And he is in fear of that which is high, and danger is in the road, and the
tree is white with flower, and the least thing is a weight, and desire is at an
end, becausemangoes to his last resting-place, and thosewhoare sorrowing
are in the streets; 6Before ever the silver cord is cut, or the vessel of gold is
broken, or thepot is brokenat the fountain, or thewheel brokenat thewater-
hole; 7And the dust goes back to the earth as it was, and the spirit goes back
to God who gave it. 8 All things are to no purpose, says the Preacher, all is
to no purpose. 9And because the Preacher was wise he still gave the people
knowledge; searching out, testing, and putting in order a great number of
wise sayings. 10 The Preacher made search for words which were pleasing,
but his writing was in words upright and true. 11 The words of the wise are
pointed, and sayings grouped together are like nails fixed with a hammer;
they are given by one guide. 12And further, my son, take note of this: of the
making of books there is no end, and much learning is a weariness to the
flesh. 13 This is the last word. All has been said. Have fear of God and keep
his laws; because this is right for every man. 14 God will be judge of every
work, with every secret thing, good or evil.
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The Song of Solomon
1The song of Songs, which is Solomon's. 2Let him giveme the kisses of his

mouth: for his love is better thanwine. 3Sweet is the smell of your perfumes;
your name is as perfume running out; so the young girls give you their love.
4 Take me to you, and we will go after you: the king has taken me into his
house. We will be glad and full of joy in you, we will give more thought to
your love than to wine: rightly are they your lovers. 5 I am dark, but fair
of form, O daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of
Solomon. 6 Let not your eyes be turned on me, because I am dark, because
I was looked on by the sun; mymother's children were angry with me; they
mademe the keeper of the vine-gardens; butmyvine-garden I havenot kept.
7 Say, O love of my soul, where you give food to your flock, and where you
make them take their rest in the heat of the day; why have I to be as one
wandering by the flocks of your friends? 8 If you have not knowledge, O
most beautiful among women, go on your way in the footsteps of the flock,
and give your young goats food by the tents of the keepers. 9 I have made
a comparison of you, O my love, to a horse in Pharaoh's carriages. 10 Your
face is a delightwith rings of hair, your neckwith chains of jewels. 11Wewill
make you chains of goldwith ornaments of silver. 12While the king is seated
at his table, my spices send out their perfume. 13 As a bag of myrrh is my
well-loved one to me, when he is at rest all night between my breasts. 14My
love is to me as a branch of the cypress-tree in the vine-gardens of En-gedi.
15 See, you are fair, my love, you are fair; you have the eyes of a dove. 16 See,
you are fair, my loved one, and a pleasure; our bed is green. 17 Cedar-trees
are the pillars of our house; and our boards are made of fir-trees.

2
1 I am a rose of Sharon, a flower of the valleys. 2As the lily-flower among

the thornsof thewaste, so ismy loveamong thedaughters. 3As theapple-tree
among the trees of the wood, so is my loved one among the sons. I took my
rest under his shade with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste.
4 He took me to the house of wine, and his flag over me was love. 5Make
me strongwithwine-cakes, let me be comfortedwith apples; I am overcome
with love. 6His left hand is undermyhead, andhis right hand is round about
me. 7 I say to you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes of the field, do not
let love be moved till it is ready. 8 The voice of my loved one! See, he comes
dancingon themountains, steppingquicklyon thehills. 9Mylovedone is like
a roe; see, he is on the other side of our wall, he is looking in at the windows,
lettinghimself be seen through the spaces. 10My lovedone said tome,Getup,
my love, my fair one, and come away. 11 For, see, the winter is past, the rain
is over and gone; 12 The flowers are come on the earth; the time of cutting
the vines is come, and the voice of the dove is sounding in our land; 13 The
fig-tree puts out her green fruit and the vines with their young fruit give a
good smell. Get up from your bed, my beautiful one, and come away. 14O
my dove, you are in the holes of themountain sides, in the cracks of the high
hills; let me see your face, let your voice come to my ears; for sweet is your
voice, and your face is fair. 15Take for us the foxes, the little foxes, which do
damage to the vines; our vines have young grapes. 16My loved one is mine,
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and I am his: he takes his food among the flowers. 17Till the evening comes,
and the sky slowly becomes dark, come, my loved one, and be like a roe on
themountains of Bether.

3
1Bynight onmybed Iwas looking for himwho is the love ofmy soul: I was

looking for him, but I did not see him. 2 I will get up now and go about the
town, in the streets and in the wide ways I will go after him who is the love
of my soul: I went after him, but I did not see him. 3 The watchmen who go
about the town came by me; to them I said, Have you seen him who is my
heart's desire? 4 I was but a little way from them, when I came face to face
with him who is the love of my soul. I took him by the hands, and did not
let him go, till I had taken him into mymother's house, and into the room of
her who gave me birth. 5 I say to you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes
of the field, let not love be moved till it is ready. 6Who is this coming out of
the waste places like pillars of smoke, perfumed with sweet spices, with all
the spices of the trader? 7 See, it is the bed of Solomon; sixty men of war are
about it, of the army of Israel, 8 All of them armed with swords, trained in
war; everyman has his sword at his side, because of fear in the night. 9King
Solomonmade himself a bed of the wood of Lebanon. 10Hemade its pillars
of silver, its base of gold, its seat of purple, themiddle of it of ebony. 11Go out,
O daughters of Jerusalem, and see King Solomon, with the crown which his
mother put on his head on the day when he was married, and on the day of
the joy of his heart.

4
1 See, you are fair, my love, you are fair; you have the eyes of a dove; your

hair is as a flock of goats, which take their rest on the side of Gilead. 2 Your
teeth are like a flock of sheep whose wool is newly cut, which come up from
the washing; every one has two lambs, and there is not one without young.
3 Your red lips are like a bright thread, and your mouth is fair of form; the
sides of your head are like pomegranate fruit under your veil. 4Your neck is
like the tower of Davidmade for a store-house of arms, in which a thousand
breastplates are hanging, breastplates for fighting-men. 5 Your two breasts
are like two young roes of the same birth, which take their food among the
lilies. 6 Till the evening comes, and the sky slowly becomes dark, I will go
to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincense. 7 You are all fair,
my love; there is no mark on you. 8Come with me from Lebanon, my bride,
withme fromLebanon; see from the top of Amana, from the top of Senir and
Hermon, from the places of the lions, from the mountains of the leopards.
9 You have taken away my heart, my sister, my bride; you have taken away
my heart, with one look you have taken it, with one chain of your neck!
10How fair is your love, my sister! Howmuch better is your love than wine,
and the smell of your oils thananyperfume! 11Your lips are droppinghoney;
honey and milk are under your tongue; and the smell of your clothing is
like the smell of Lebanon. 12 A garden walled-in is my sister, my bride; a
garden shut up, a spring of water stopped. 13 The produce of the garden is
pomegranates; with all the best fruits, henna and spikenard, 14 Spikenard
and safron; calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense; myrrh
and aloes, with all the chief spices. 15You are a fountain of gardens, a spring
of living waters, and flowing waters from Lebanon. 16 Be awake, O north
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wind; and come, O south, blowing onmy garden, so that its spicesmay come
out. Let my loved one come into his garden, and take of his good fruits.

5
1 I have come into my garden, my sister, my bride; to take my myrrh with

my spice; my wax with my honey; my wine with my milk. Take meat, O
friends; take wine, yes, be overcomewith love. 2 I am sleeping, but my heart
is awake; it is the sound of my loved one at the door, saying, Be open to me,
my sister,my love,my dove,my very beautiful one;myhead iswetwith dew,
and my hair with the drops of the night. 3 I have put off my coat; howmay I
put it on? My feet are washed; how may I make them unclean? 4My loved
one put his hand on the door, and my heart was moved for him. 5 I got up
to let my loved one in; and my hands were dropping with myrrh, and my
fingers with liquid myrrh, on the lock of the door. 6 I made the door open to
my loved one; but my loved one had taken himself away, and was gone, my
soul was feeble when his back was turned onme; I went after him, but I did
not come near him; I said his name, but he gavemeno answer. 7The keepers
who go about the town overtook me; they gave me blows and wounds; the
keepers of the walls took away my veil from me. 8 I say to you, O daughters
of Jerusalem, if you see my loved one, what will you say to him? That I am
overcome with love. 9What is your loved one more than another, O fairest
amongwomen? What is your loved onemore than another, that you say this
to us? 10My loved one is white and red, the chief among ten thousand. 11His
head is as themost delicate gold; his hair is thick, and black as a raven. 12His
eyes are as the eyes of doves by the water streams, washed with milk, and
rightly placed. 13His face is as beds of spices, giving out perfumes of every
sort; his lips like lilies, dropping liquid myrrh. 14His hands are as rings of
gold ornamented with beryl-stones; his body is as a smooth plate of ivory
coveredwith sapphires. 15His legs are as pillars of stone on abase of delicate
gold; his looks are as Lebanon, beautiful as the cedar-tree. 16His mouth is
most sweet; yes, he is all beautiful. This ismy lovedone, and this ismy friend,
O daughters of Jerusalem.

6
1Where is your loved one gone, Omost fair amongwomen? Where is your

loved one turned away, thatwemay go looking for himwith you? 2My loved
one is gone down into his garden, to the beds of spices, to take food in the
gardens, and to get lilies. 3 I am for my loved one, and my loved one is for
me; he takes food among the lilies. 4You are beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah,
as fair as Jerusalem; you are to be feared like an army with flags. 5Let your
eyes be turned away fromme; see, they have overcomeme; your hair is as a
flock of goats which take their rest on the side of Gilead. 6Your teeth are like
a flock of sheep which come up from the washing; every one has two lambs,
and there is not one without young. 7 Like pomegranate fruit are the sides
of your head under your veil. 8 There are sixty queens, and eighty servant-
wives, and young girls without number. 9My dove, my very beautiful one,
is but one; she is the only one of her mother, she is the dearest one of her
who gave her birth. The daughters saw her, and gave her a blessing; yes,
the queens and the servant-wives, and they gave her praises. 10Who is she,
looking down as themorning light, fair as themoon, clear as the sun, who is
to be feared like an army with flags? 11 I went down into the garden of nuts
to see the green plants of the valley, and to see if the vinewas in bud, and the
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pomegranate-trees were in flower. 12Before I was conscious of it, ... 13Come
back, comeback, O Shulammite; comeback, comeback, so that our eyesmay
see you. What will you see in the Shulammite? A sword-dance.

7
1Howbeautiful are your feet in their shoes, O king's daughter! The curves

of your legs are like jewels, thework of the hands of a goodworkman: 2Your
stomach is a store of grainwith lilies round it, and in themiddle a round cup
full of wine. 3 Your two breasts are like two young roes of the same birth.
4 Your neck is as a tower of ivory; your eyes like the waters in Heshbon, by
the doorway of Bath-rabbim; your nose is as the tower on Lebanon looking
over Damascus: 5Your head is like Carmel, and the hair of your head is like
purple, inwhose net the king is prisoner. 6Howbeautiful andhow sweet you
are, O love, for delight. 7 You are tall like a palm-tree, and your breasts are
like the fruit of the vine. 8 I said, Let me go up the palm-tree, and let me take
its branches in my hands: your breasts will be as the fruit of the vine, and
the smell of your breath like apples; 9And the roof of your mouth like good
wine flowing down smoothly for my loved one, moving gently over my lips
andmy teeth. 10 I am for my loved one, and his desire is for me. 11Come, my
loved one, let us go out into the field; let us take rest among the cypress-trees.
12 Let us go out early to the vine-gardens; let us see if the vine is in bud, if it
has put out its young fruit, and the pomegranate is inflower. There Iwill give
you my love. 13 The mandrakes give out a sweet smell, and at our doors are
all sorts of good fruits, new and old, which I have kept for my loved one.

8
1Oh that you were my brother, who took milk from my mother's breasts!

When I came to you in the street, I would give you kisses; yes, I would not
be looked down on. 2 I would take you by the hand into my mother's house,
and she would be my teacher. I would give you drink of spiced wine, drink
of the pomegranate. 3His left hand would be under my head, and his right
hand about me. 4 I say to you, O daughters of Jerusalem, do not let love be
moved till it is ready. 5Who is this, who comes up from the waste places,
resting on her loved one? It was I who made you awake under the apple-
tree, where yourmother gave you birth; there she was in pain at your birth.
6Putmeas a sign onyourheart, as a sign onyour arm; love is strong as death,
and wrath bitter as the underworld: its coals are coals of fire; violent are its
flames. 7Much water may not put out love, or the deep waters overcome
it: if a man would give all the substance of his house for love, it would be
judged a price not great enough. 8We have a young sister, and she has no
breasts; what are we to do for our sister in the day when she is given to a
man? 9 If she is a wall, wewill make on her a strong base of silver; and if she
is a door, we will let her be shut up with cedar-wood. 10 I am a wall, and my
breasts are like towers; then was I in his eyes as one to whom good chance
had come. 11 Solomon had a vine-garden at Baal-hamon; he let out the vine-
garden to keepers; every one had to give a thousand bits of silver for its fruit.
12My vine-garden, which is mine, is before me: you, O Solomon, will have
the thousand, and thosewho keep the fruit of them twohundred. 13Youwho
have your resting-place in the gardens, the friends give ear to your voice;
make me give ear to it. 14 Come quickly, my loved one, and be like a roe on
themountains of spice.
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The Book of the Prophet
Isaiah

1 The vision of Isaiah, the son of Amoz, which he saw about Judah and
Jerusalem, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of
Judah. 2Give ear, O heavens, and you, O earth, to the word which the Lord
has said: I have taken care of my children till they became men, but their
hearts have been turned away from me. 3 Even the ox has knowledge of
its owner, and the ass of the place where its master puts its food: but Israel
has no knowledge, my people give no thought to me. 4O nation full of sin, a
people weighted down with crime, a generation of evil-doers, false-hearted
children: they have gone away from the Lord, they have no respect for the
Holy One of Israel, their hearts are turned back from him. 5Why will you
have more and more punishment? why keep on in your evil ways? Every
head is tired and every heart is feeble. 6 The body, from head to foot, is all
diseased; it is a mass of openwounds, marks of blows, and broken flesh: the
flow of blood has not been stopped, and no oil has been put on the wounds.
7 Your country has become waste; your towns are burned with fire; as for
your land, it is overturned before your eyes, made waste and overcome by
men from strange lands. 8And the daughter of Zion has become like a tent
in a vine-garden, like a watchman's house in a field of fruit, like a town
shut in by armies. 9 If the Lord of armies had not kept some at least of
us safe, we would have been like Sodom, and the fate of Gomorrah would
have been ours. 10 Give ear to the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom;
let your hearts be turned to the law of our God, you people of Gomorrah.
11What use to me is the number of the offerings which you give me? says
the Lord; your burned offerings of sheep, and the best parts of fat cattle, are
a weariness to me; I take no pleasure in the blood of oxen, or of lambs, or
of he-goats. 12At whose request do you come before me, making my house
unclean with your feet? 13 Give me no more false offerings; the smoke of
burning flesh is disgusting to me, so are your newmoons and Sabbaths and
your holy meetings. 14 Your new moons and your regular feasts are a grief
to my soul: they are a weight in my spirit; I am crushed under them. 15And
when your hands are stretched out tome,my eyeswill be turned away from
you: even though you go on making prayers, I will not give ear: your hands
are full of blood. 16 Be washed, make yourselves clean; put away the evil
of your doings from before my eyes; let there be an end of sinning; 17 Take
pleasure inwell-doing; let yourways be upright, keep down the cruel, give a
right decision for the child who has no father, see to the cause of the widow.
18Come now, and let us have an argument together, says the Lord: howmay
your sins which are red like blood be white as snow? how may their dark
purple seem like wool? 19 If you will give ear to my word and do it, the good
things of the land will be yours; 20But if your hearts are turned against me,
I will send destruction on you by the sword; so the Lord has said. 21 The
upright town has become untrue; there was a time when her judges gave
right decisions, when righteousness had a resting-place in her, but now she
is full of those who take men's lives. 22 Your silver is no longer true metal,
your wine is mixed with water. 23 Your chiefs have gone against the Lord,
they have become friends of thieves; every one of them is looking for profit
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and going after rewards; they do not give right decisions for the child who
has no father, and they do not let the cause of the widow come before them.
24 For this reason the Lord, the Lord of armies, the Strong One of Israel, has
said, I will put an end to my haters, and send punishment on those who are
against me; 25 And my hand will again be on you, washing away what is
unclean as with soap, and taking away all your falsemetal; 26And I will give
you judges again as at the first, and wise guides as in the past; then you will
be named, The Town of Righteousness, the true town. 27Upright acts will be
theprice of Zion's forgiveness, andby righteousnesswillmenbe living there.
28 But a common destruction will overtake sinners and evil-doers together,
and thosewhohavegoneaway fromtheLordwill be cutoff. 29Foryouwill be
put to shame because of the trees of your desire, and because of the gardens
of your pleasure. 30For youwill be like a treewhose leaves have becomedry,
and like a gardenwithoutwater. 31And the strongwill be as food for the fire,
and hiswork as a flame; and theywill be burned together, with no one to put
out the fire.

2
1Thewordwhich Isaiah, the son of Amoz, sawabout Judah and Jerusalem.

2And it will come about in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord will
be placed on the top of the mountains, and be lifted up over the hills; and
all nations will come to it. 3And the peoples will say, Come, and let us go up
to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob: and he will
give us knowledge of his ways, and we will be guided by his word; for out
of Zion the law will go out, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4And
he will be the judge between the nations, and the peoples will be ruled by
his decisions: and their swords will be turned into plough-blades, and their
spears into vine-knives: no longer will the nations be turning their swords
against one another, and the knowledge of war will be gone for ever. 5 O
family of Jacob, come, and let us go in the light of the Lord. 6For you, O Lord,
have given up your people, the family of Jacob, because they are full of the
evil ways of the east, andmake use of secret arts like the Philistines, and are
friendswith the childrenof strange countries. 7And their land is full of silver
and gold, and there is no end to their stores; their land is full of horses, and
there is no end to their carriages. 8 Their land is full of images; they give
worship to the work of their hands, even to that which their fingers have
made. 9And the poor man's head is bent, and the great man goes down on
his face: for this cause there will be no forgiveness for their sin. 10Go into
a hole in the rock, covering yourselves with dust, in fear of the Lord, before
the glory of his power. 11The high looks ofmanwill be put to shame, and the
pride ofmenwill bemade low, and only the Lordwill be lifted up in that day.
12For the day of the Lord of armies is coming on all the pride of men, and on
all who are high and lifted up; 13And on all the high trees of Lebanon, and
on all the strong trees of Bashan; 14And on all the highmountains, and on all
the hills which are lifted up; 15And on every high tower, and on every strong
wall; 16And on all the ships of Tarshish, and on all the fair boats. 17And the
high looks of man will be put to shame, and the pride of men will be made
low: and only the Lord will be lifted up in that day. 18 And the images will
never be seen again. 19 And men will go into cracks of the rocks, and into
holes of the earth, for fear of the Lord, and before the glory of his power,
when he comes out of his place, shaking the earth with his strength. 20 In
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that daymenwill put their images of silver and of gold, which theymade for
worship, in the keeping of the beasts of the dark places; 21 To take cover in
the cracks of the rocks, and in the holes of the hills, for fear of the Lord, and
before the glory of his power, when he comes out of his place, shaking the
earth with his strength. 22Have nomore to dowithman, whose life is only a
breath, for he is of no value.

3
1 For the Lord, the Lord of armies, is about to take away from Jerusalem

and from Judah all their support; their store of bread and of water; 2 The
strongman and themanofwar; the judge and the prophet; themanwhohas
knowledge of secret arts, and themanwho iswise because of his years; 3The
captain of fifty, and the man of high position, and the wise guide, and the
wonder-worker, and he who makes use of secret powers. 4And I will make
children their chiefs, and foolish ones will have rule over them. 5 And the
people will be crushed, every one by his neighbour; the young will be full
of pride against the old, and those of low position will be lifted up against
the noble. 6When one man puts his hand on another in his father's house,
and says, You have clothing, be our ruler and be responsible for us in our
sad condition: 7 Then he will say with an oath, I will not be a helper, for in
my house there is no bread or clothing: I will not let you makeme a ruler of
the people. 8For Jerusalem has become feeble, and destruction has come on
Judah, because their words and their acts are against the Lord, moving the
eyes of his glory to wrath. 9 Their respect for a man's position is a witness
against them; and their sin is open to the view of all; like that of Sodom, it
is not covered. A curse on their soul! for the measure of their sin is full.
10 Happy is the upright man! for he will have joy of the fruit of his ways.
11Unhappy is the sinner! for the reward of his evil doings will come on him.
12 As for my people, their ruler is acting like a child, and those who have
authority over them are women. O my people, your guides are the cause of
your wandering, turning your footsteps out of the right way. 13 The Lord is
ready to take up his cause against his people, and is about to come forward
as their judge. 14 The Lord comes to be the judge of their responsible men
and of their rulers: it is you who have made waste the vine-garden, and
in your houses is the property of the poor which you have taken by force.
15 By what right are you crushing my people, and putting a bitter yoke on
the necks of the poor? This is the word of the Lord, the Lord of armies.
16Again, the Lord has said, Because the daughters of Zion are full of pride,
and go with outstretched necks and wandering eyes, with their foot-chains
sounding when they go: 17 The Lord will send disease on the heads of the
daughters of Zion, and the Lord will let their secret parts be seen. 18 In that
day theLordwill take away the glory of their foot-rings, and their sun-jewels,
and theirmoon-ornaments, 19The ear-rings, and the chains, and the delicate
clothing, 20The head-bands, and the arm-chains, and theworked bands, and
the perfume-boxes, and the jewels with secret powers, 21The rings, and the
nose-jewels, 22The feast-day dresses, and the robes, and the wide skirts, and
the handbags, 23 The looking-glasses, and the fair linen, and the high head-
dresses, and the veils. 24And in the place of sweet spiceswill be an evil smell,
and for a fair band a thick cord; for a well-dressed head there will be the
cutting-off of the hair, and for a beautiful robe there will be the clothing of
sorrow; themarkof theprisoner inplaceof theornamentsof the free. 25Your
menwill beput to the sword, andyourmenofwarwill come todestruction in
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thefight. 26And in thepublicplacesofher townswill be sorrowandweeping;
and she will be seated on the earth, waste and uncovered.

4
1 And in that day seven women will put their hands on one man, saying,

Therewill be no need for you to give us food or clothing, only let us go under
yourname, so that our shamemaybe takenaway. 2 In that daywill the young
growth of the Lord be beautiful in glory, and the fruit of the earthwill be the
pride of those who are still living in Israel. 3And it will come about that the
rest of the living in Zion, and of those who have been kept from destruction
in Jerusalem, will be named holy, even everyonewho has been recorded for
life in Jerusalem: 4When Zion has been washed from her sin by the Lord,
and Jerusalemmade clean from her blood by a judging and a burning wind.
5 And over every living-place on Mount Zion, all over all her meetings, the
Lord will make a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire
by night, for over all, the glory of the Lord will be a cover and a tent; 6And
a shade in the daytime from the heat, and a safe cover from storm and from
rain.

5
1Letmemakeasongaboutmy lovedone, a songof love forhisvine-garden.

My loved one had a vine-garden on a fertile hill: 2 And after working the
earth of it with a spade, he took away its stones, and put in it a very special
vine; and he put up a watchtower in the middle of it, hollowing out in the
rock a place for the grape-crushing; and hewas hoping that it would give the
best grapes, but it gave common grapes. 3And now, you people of Jerusalem
and you men of Judah, be the judges between me and my vine-garden. 4 Is
thereanythingwhichmighthavebeendone formyvine-gardenwhich Ihave
not done? why then, when I was hoping for the best grapes did it give me
common grapes? 5And now, this is what I will do to my vine-garden: I will
take away the circle of thorns round it, and it will be burned up; its wall will
be broken down and the beasts of the field will go through it; 6 And I will
make it waste; its branches will not be touched with the knife, or the earth
worked with the spade; but blackberries and thorns will come up in it: and
I will give orders to the clouds not to send rain on it. 7For the vine-garden of
the Lord of armies is the people of Israel, and themen of Judah are the plant
of his delight: and he was looking for upright judging, and there was blood;
for righteousness, and there was a cry for help. 8 Cursed are those who are
joining house to house, and putting field to field, till there is no more living-
space for any but themselves in all the land! 9 The Lord of armies has said
to me secretly, Truly, numbers of great and fair houses will be waste, with
no one living in them. 10 For ten fields of vines will only give one measure
of wine, and a great amount of seed will only give a small measure of grain.
11 Cursed are those who get up early in the morning to give themselves up
to strong drink; who keep on drinking far into the night till they are heated
with wine! 12And corded instruments and wind-instruments and wine are
in their feasts: but they give no thought to thework of the Lord, and they are
not interested in what his hands are doing. 13 For this cause my people are
taken away as prisoners into strange countries for need of knowledge: and
their rulers are wasted for need of food, and their loud-voiced feasters are
dry for need of water. 14 For this cause the underworld has made wide its
throat, opening its mouth without limit: and her glory, and the noise of her
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masses, and her loud-voiced feasters, will go down into it. 15 And the poor
man's head is bent, and the greatman goes down on his face, and the eyes of
pride are put to shame: 16But the Lord of armies is lifted up as judge, and the
Holy God is seen to be holy in righteousness. 17Then the lambs will get food
as in their grass-lands, and the fat cattle will be feasting in the waste places.
18Cursed are those who make use of ox-cords for pulling the evil thing, and
the bands of a young ox for their sin! 19Who say, Let himdohisworkquickly,
let himmake it sudden, so that we may see it: let the design of the Holy One
of Israel come near, so that it may be clear to us. 20 Cursed are those who
give the name of good to evil, and of evil to what is good: who make light
dark, and dark light: whomake bitter sweet, and sweet bitter! 21Cursed are
those who seemwise to themselves, andwho take pride in their knowledge!
22Cursed are those who are strong to take wine, and great in making mixed
drinks! 23Who for a reward give support to the cause of the sinner, andwho
take away the righteousness of the upright from him. 24 For this cause, as
the waste of the grain is burned up by tongues of fire, and as the dry grass
goes down before the flame, so their root will be like the dry stems of grain,
and their flower will go up in dust: because they have gone against the law
of the Lord of armies, and have given no honour to theword of the Holy One
of Israel. 25 For this reason the wrath of the Lord has been burning against
his people, andhis handhas been stretched out against them in punishment,
and thehillswere shaking, and their deadbodieswere likewaste in the open
places of the town. 26And he will let a flag be lifted up as a sign to a far-off
nation, whistling to them from the ends of the earth: and they will come
quickly and suddenly. 27 There is no weariness among them, and no man
is feeble-footed: they comewithout resting or sleeping, and the cord of their
shoes isnotbroken. 28Theirarrowsare sharp, andeverybowisbent: the feet
of their horses are like rock, and theirwheels are like a rushing storm. 29The
sound of their armies will be like the voice of a lion, and their war-cry like
the noise of young lions: with loud cries they will come down on their food
and will take it away safely, and there will be no one to take it out of their
hands. 30And his voice will be loud over him in that day like the sounding of
the sea: and if a man's eyes are turned to the earth, it is all dark and full of
trouble; and the light is made dark by thick clouds.

6
1 In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord seated in his place, high

and lifted up, and the Temple was full of the wide skirts of his robe. 2Over
him were the winged ones: every one had six wings; two for covering his
face, two for covering his feed, and two for flight. 3 And one said in a loud
voice to another, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of armies: all the earth is full of
his glory. 4And the bases of the door-pillars were shaking at the sound of his
cry, and the house was full of smoke. 5 Then I said, The curse is on me, and
my fate is destruction; for I am aman of unclean lips, living among a people
of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of armies. 6Then a
winged one came tomewith a burning coal in his hand, which he had taken
from off the altar with the fire-spoon. 7And after touching my mouth with
it, he said, See, your lips have been touched with this; and your evil is taken
away, and you are made clean from sin. 8And the voice of the Lord came to
my ears, saying, Whom am I to send, and who will go for us? Then I said,
Here am I, send me. 9 And he said, Go, and say to this people, You will go
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on hearing, but learning nothing; you will go on seeing, but without getting
wiser. 10Make the hearts of this people fat, and let their ears be stopped, and
their eyes shut; for fear that they may see with their eyes, and be hearing
with their ears, and their heart may become wise, and they may be turned
to me andmade well. 11Then I said, Lord, how long? And he said in answer,
Till the towns are waste and unpeopled, and the houses have no men, and
the land becomes completelywaste, 12And the Lord has takenmen far away,
and therearewidewasteplaces in the land. 13Andeven if there is still a tenth
part in it, itwill againbeburned, like a tree of thewoodswhosebrokenend is
still in the earth after the tree has been cut down (the holy seed is the broken
end).

7
1 Now it came about in the days of Ahaz, the son of Jotham, the son of

Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin, the king of Aram, and Pekah, the son of
Remaliah, the king of Israel, came up to Jerusalem to make war against it,
but were not able to overcome it. 2 And word came to the family of David
that Aram had put up its tents in Ephraim. And the king's heart, and the
hearts of his people, were moved, like the trees of the wood shaking in the
wind. 3Then the Lord said to Isaiah, Go out now, you and Shear-jashub, your
son, and you will come across Ahaz at the end of the stream flowing from
the higher pool, in the highway of the washerman's field; 4And say to him,
Take care and be quiet; have no fear, and do not let your heart be feeble,
because of these two ends of smoking fire-wood, because of the bitter wrath
of Rezin and Aram, and of the son of Remaliah. 5 Because Aram has made
evil designs against you, saying, 6 Let us go up against Judah, troubling her,
and forcing our way into her, and let us put up a king in her, even the son of
Tabeel: 7This is theword of the LordGod: This designwill not come about or
be effected. 8 For the head of Aram is Damascus, and the head of Damascus
is Rezin (and in sixty-five years from now Ephraim will be broken, and will
no longer be a people): 9And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head
of Samaria is Remaliah's son. If you will not have faith, your kingdom will
be broken. 10 And Isaiah said again to Ahaz, 11Make a request to the Lord
your God for a sign, a sign in the deep places of the underworld, or in the
high heavens. 12But Ahaz said, I will not put the Lord to the test by making
such a request. 13 And he said, Give ear now, O family of David: is it not
enough that you are drivingmen to disgust? will you do the same tomyGod?
14For this cause the Lord himself will give you a sign; a youngwoman is now
with child, and she will give birth to a son, and she will give him the name
Immanuel. 15 Butter and honey will be his food, when he is old enough to
make a decision between evil and good. 16For before the child is old enough
tomake a decision between evil and good, the landwhose two kings you are
now fearing will have become waste. 17 The Lord is about to send on you,
and on your people, and on your father's house, such a time of trouble as
there has not been from the days of the separating of Ephraim from Judah;
even the coming of the king of Assyria. 18And it will be in that day that the
Lord will make a piping sound for the fly which is in the end of the rivers of
Egypt, and for the bee which is in the land of Assyria. 19And they will come,
covering all thewaste valleys, and the holes of the rocks, and the thorns, and
all the watering-places. 20 In that day will the Lord take away the hair of the
head and of the feet, aswell as the hair of the face,with a blade got for a price
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from the other side of the River; even with the king of Assyria. 21And it will
be in that day that amanwill give food to a young cow and two sheep; 22And
they will give so much milk that he will be able to have butter for his food:
for butter and honey will be the food of all who are still living in the land.
23 And it will be in that day that in every place where before there were a
thousand vines valued at a thousand shekels of silver, there will be nothing
but blackberries and thorns. 24Menwill come there with bows and arrows,
because all the land will be full of blackberries and thorns. 25And they will
send out the oxen and the sheep on all the hills which before were worked
with the spade, ... fear of blackberries and thorns.

8
1And the Lord said to me, Take a great writing-board, and on it put down

in common letters, Maher-shalal-hash-baz; 2And take true witnesses to the
writing, Uriah the priest, and Zechariah, the son of Jeberechiah. 3And Iwent
in to my wife, and she became with child, and gave birth to a son. Then the
Lord said to me, Give him the nameMaher-shalal-hash-baz, 4For before the
child is able to say, Father, or, Mother, the wealth of Damascus and the goods
of Samaria will be taken away by the king of Assyria. 5 And the Lord said
again to me, 6 Because this people will have nothing to do with the softly-
flowing waters of Shiloah, and have fear of Rezin and Remaliah's son; 7 For
this cause the Lord is sending on them the waters of the River, deep and
strong, even the king of Assyria and all his glory: and itwill comeup through
all its streams, overflowing all its edges: 8 And it will come on into Judah;
rushing on and overflowing, till the waters are up to the neck; ***and his
outstretchedwingswill be covering the land fromside to side: forGod iswith
us. 9Have knowledge, O peoples, and be in fear; give ear, all you far-off parts
of the earth: 10 Let your designs be formed, and they will come to nothing;
give your orders, and they will not be effected: for God is with us. 11 For the
Lord, controllingmewith a strong hand, gaveme orders not to go in theway
of this people, saying, 12Do not say, It is holy, about everything of which this
people says, It is holy; and do not be in fear of what they go in fear of. 13But
let the Lord of armies be holy to you, and go in fear of him, giving honour to
him. 14And hewill be for a holy place: but for a stone of falling and a rock of
trouble to the two houses of Israel, and to the men of Jerusalem, for a net in
which they may be taken. 15And numbers of them, falling on the stone, will
be broken, andwill be taken in thenet. 16Letmy teaching be kept secret: and
mywords be given tomy disciples only. 17And I will be waiting for the Lord,
whose face is veiled from the house of Jacob, and I will be looking for him.
18 See, I and the children whom the Lord has given me, are for signs and for
wonders in Israel from the Lord of armies, whose resting-place is in Mount
Zion. 19 And when they say to you, Make request for us to those who have
control of spirits, and to those wise in secret arts, who make hollow bird-
like sounds; is it not right for a people tomake request to their gods, tomake
request for the living to the dead? 20 Then say to them, Put your faith in the
teaching and thewitness. ... If they do not say such things. ... For him there is
no dawn. ... 21And he will go through the land in bitter trouble and in need
of food; andwhen he is unable to get food, he will become angry, cursing his
king and his God, and his eyes will be turned to heaven on high; 22 And he
will be looking downon the earth, and therewill be trouble and dark clouds,
black night where there is no seeing.
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9
1 In earlier times he made the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali of

small value, but after that he gave it glory, by theway of the sea, on the other
side of Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2The peoplewhowent in the dark have
seen a great light, and for those who were living in the land of the deepest
night, the light is shining. 3You have made them very glad, increasing their
joy. They are glad before you as men are glad in the time of getting in the
grain, or when they make division of the goods taken in war. 4 For by your
hand the yoke on his neck and the rod on his back, even the rod of his cruel
master, have been broken, as in the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the
man of war with his sounding step, and the clothing rolled in blood, will
be for burning, food for the fire. 6 For to us a child has come, to us a son is
given; and the government has been placed in his hands; and he has been
named Wise Guide, Strong God, Father for ever, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the
increase of his rule and of peace there will be no end, on the seat of David,
and in his kingdom; to make it strong, supporting it with wise decision and
righteousness, now and for ever. By the fixed purpose of the Lord of armies
this will be done. 8 The Lord has sent a word to Jacob, and it has come on
Israel; 9And all the people will have experience of it, even Ephraim and the
men of Samaria, who say in the pride of their uplifted hearts, 10 The bricks
have come down, butwewill put up buildings of cut stone in their place: the
sycamores are cut down, but theywill be changed to cedars. 11For this cause
the Lord has made strong the haters of Israel, driving them on to make war
against him; 12Aram on the east, and the Philistines on the west, who have
come against Israel with open mouths. For all this his wrath is not turned
away, but his hand is stretched out still. 13But the heart of the peoplewas not
turned tohimwhosent punishment on them, and theymadenoprayer to the
Lordof armies. 14For this cause theLord tookaway fromIsrael headand tail,
high and low, in one day. 15Themanwho is honoured and responsible is the
head, and the prophet who gives false teaching is the tail. 16 For the guides
of this people are the cause of their wandering from the rightway, and those
who are guided by them come to destruction. 17 For this cause the Lord will
have no pleasure in their young men, and no pity on their widows and the
children without fathers: for they are all haters of God and evil-doers, and
foolish words come from every mouth. For all this his wrath is not turned
away, but his hand is stretched out still. 18For evilwas burning like afire; the
blackberries and thorns were burned up; the thick woods took fire, rolling
up in dark clouds of smoke. 19The land was dark with the wrath of the Lord
of armies: the peoplewere like thosewho takemen's flesh for food. 20On the
right a man was cutting off bits and was still in need; on the left a man took
a meal but had not enough; no man had pity on his brother; every man was
making ameal of the flesh of his neighbour. 21Manassehwasmaking ameal
of Ephraim, and Ephraim of Manasseh; and together they were attacking
Judah. For all this his wrath is not turned away, but his hand is stretched
out still.

10
1 Cursed are those who make evil decisions, and the writers who make

the records of their cruel acts: 2Who do wrong to the poor in their cause,
and take away the right of the crushed among my people, so that they may
have the property of widows, and get under their power those who have
no father. 3 And what will you do in the day of punishment, and in the
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destruction which is coming from far? to whom will you go for help, and
what will become of your glory? 4 ... For all this his wrath is not turned
away, but his hand is stretched out still. 5Ho! Assyrian, the rod of mywrath,
the instrument of my punishment! 6 I will send him against a nation of
wrongdoers, and against the people of my wrath I will give him orders, to
take their wealth in war, crushing them down like the dust in the streets.
7But this is notwhat is in hismind, and this is not his design; but his purpose
is destruction, and the cutting off of more and more nations. 8 For he says,
Are not all my captains kings? 9 Will not the fate of Calno be like that of
Carchemish? is not Hamath as Arpad? is not Samaria as Damascus? 10 As
my hand has come on the kingdoms of the images, whose pictured images
were more in number than those of Jerusalem and Samaria; 11 So, as I have
done to Samaria andher images, Iwill do to Jerusalemandher images. 12For
this cause it will be that, when the purpose of the Lord against Mount Zion
and Jerusalem is complete, I will send punishment on the pride of the heart
of the king of Assyria, and on the glory of his uplifted eyes. 13For he has said,
By the strength of my hand I have done it, and by my knowledge, for I am
wise: and I have taken away the limits of the peoples' lands, and the stores
of their wealth have become mine; and I have made towns low in the dust,
sending destruction on those living in them; 14And I have put my hands on
the wealth of the peoples, as on the place where a bird has put her eggs; and
as a man may take the eggs from which a bird has gone, so I have taken all
the earth formyself: and not a wing wasmoved, and not amouth gave out a
sound. 15Will the axe say high-sounding words against him who is using it,
or the blade be full of pride against himwho is cuttingwith it? As if a rod had
the power of shaking him who is using it, or as if a stick might take up him
who is not wood. 16For this cause the Lord, the Lord of armies, will make his
fat becomewasted; and in his inner parts a firewill be lighted like a burning
flame. 17And the light of Israelwill be for a fire, andhisHolyOne for a flame:
wasting andburninguphis thorns in oneday. 18Andhewill put an end to the
gloryofhiswoodsandofhisplantedfields, soul andbody together; and itwill
be aswhenaman iswastedbydisease. 19And the rest of the trees of hiswood
will be small in number, so that a childmayput themdown inwriting. 20And
it will be in that day that the rest of Israel, and those of Jacobwho have come
safely through these troubles,willno longergo forhelp tohimwhoserodwas
on their back, but their faithwill be in the Lord, theHolyOne of Israel. 21The
rest, even the rest of Jacob, will come back to the Strong God. 22 For though
your people, O Israel, are as the sand of the sea, only a small number will
come back: for the destruction is fixed, overflowing in righteousness. 23For
the Lord, the Lord of armies, is about tomake destruction complete in all the
land. 24For this cause the Lord, the Lord of armies, says, O my people living
in Zion, have no fear of the Assyrian, even if his rod comes on your back, and
his stick is lifted up as in Egypt. 25 For in a very short time my passion will
be over, andmywrath will be turned to their destruction. 26And the Lord of
armies will be shaking a whip against him, as when he overcame Midian at
the rock of Oreb: and his rod will be lifted up against them as it was against
theEgyptians. 27And in thatday theweightwhichheputonyourbackwill be
taken away, and his yoke broken from off your neck. 28He has gone up from
Pene-Rimmon, he has come to Aiath; he has gone past Migron, at Michmash
he puts his forces in order. 29They have gone across themountain; Gebawill
be our resting-place tonight, they say: Ramah is shaking with fear; Gibeah
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of Saul has gone in flight. 30Give a loud cry, daughter of Gallim; let Laishah
give ear; let Anathoth give answer to her. 31Madmenah has gone; themen of
Gebim are putting their goods in a safe place. 32This very day he is stopping
at Nob; he is shaking his hand against the mountain of the daughter of Zion,
the hill of Jerusalem. 33 See, the Lord, the Lord of armies, is cutting off his
brancheswith a great noise, andhis strong ones are falling andhis high ones
are comingdown. 34Andhe is cutting down the thickplaces of thewoodwith
an axe, and Lebanonwith its tall trees is coming down.

11
1And therewill comea rodout of thebroken tree of Jesse, andabranchout

of his roots will give fruit. 2And the spirit of the Lord will be resting on him,
the spirit of wisdom and good sense, the spirit of wise guiding and strength,
the spirit of knowledgeandof the fear of theLord; 3Andhewill not be guided
in his judging by what he sees, or give decisions by the hearing of his ears:
4Buthewill do right in the causeof thepoor, andgivewisedecisions for those
in the landwho are in need; and the rod of hismouthwill come down on the
cruel, andwith the breath of his lips hewill put an end to the evil-doer. 5And
righteousness will be the cord of his robe, and good faith the band round his
breast. 6And the wolf will be living with the lamb, and the leopard will take
his rest with the young goat; and the lion will take grass for food like the ox;
and the young lion will go with the young ones of the herd; and a little child
will be their guide. 7 And the cow and the bear will be friends while their
young ones are sleeping together. 8And the child at the breastwill be playing
by the hole of the snake, and the older child will put his hand on the bright
eye of the poison-snake. 9There will be no cause of pain or destruction in all
my holy mountain: for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as
the sea is covered by the waters. 10And in that day, the eyes of the nations
will be turned to the root of Jesse which will be lifted up as the flag of the
peoples; and his resting-placewill be glory. 11And in that day the hand of the
Lord will be stretched out the second time to get back the rest of his people,
from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from
Elam, and from Shinar, and fromHamath, and from the sea-lands. 12And he
will put up a flag as a sign to the nations, and he will get together those of
Israel who had been sent away, and the wandering ones of Judah, from the
four ends of the earth. 13 And the envy of Ephraim will be gone, and those
whomake trouble for Judahwill come to an end: Ephraimwill havenomore
envy of Judah, and there will be an end of Judah's hate for Ephraim. 14And
theywill be united in attacking the Philistines on thewest, and together they
will take the goods of the children of the east: their hand will be on Edom
and Moab; and the children of Ammon will be under their rule. 15And the
Lord will make the tongue of the Egyptian sea completely dry; and with his
burning wind his hand will be stretched out over the River, and it will be
parted into seven streams, so that men may go over it with dry feet. 16And
there will be a highway for the rest of his people from Assyria; as there was
for Israel in the day when he came up out of the land of Egypt.

12
1And in that day you will say I will give praise to you, O Lord; for though

you were angry with me, your wrath is turned away, and I am comforted.
2 See, God is my salvation; I will have faith in the Lord, without fear: for the
Lord Jah ismy strength and song; and he has becomemy salvation. 3Sowith
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joy will you get water out of the springs of salvation. 4And in that day you
will say, Give praise to the Lord, let his name be honoured, give word of his
doings among the peoples, say that his name is lifted up. 5Make a song to the
Lord; for he has done noble things: give news of them through all the earth.
6 Let your voice be sounding in a cry of joy, O daughter of Zion, for great is
the Holy One of Israel among you.

13
1The word of the Lord about Babylon which Isaiah, the son of Amoz, saw.

2 Put up a flag on a clear mountain-top, make a loud outcry to them, give
directionswith the hand, so that theymay go into the doors of the great ones.
3 I have given orders to my holy ones, I have sent out my men of war, those
ofminewho take pride in their power, to give effect tomywrath. 4The noise
of great numbers in the mountains, like the noise of a strong people! The
noise of the kingdoms of the nations meeting together! The Lord of armies
is numbering his forces for war. 5 They come from a far country, from the
farthest part of heaven, even theLord and the instruments of hiswrath,with
destruction for all the land. 6Send out a cry of grief; for the day of the Lord is
near; it comes as destruction from the Most High. 7 For this cause all hands
will be feeble, and every heart of man be turned to water; 8Their hearts will
be full of fear; pains and sorrows will overcome them; they will be in pain
like a woman in childbirth; they will be shocked at one another; their faces
will be like flames. 9 See, the day of the Lord is coming, cruel, with wrath
and burning passion: to make the land a waste, driving the sinners in it to
destruction. 10For the stars of heavenand its bright armieswill not give their
light: the sun will be made dark in his journey through the heaven, and the
moon will keep back her light. 11And I will send punishment on the world
for its evil, and on the sinners for their wrongdoing; and I will put an end
to all pride, and will make low the power of the cruel. 12 I will make men so
small innumber, that amanwill beharder to get thangold, even thebest gold
of Ophir. 13 For this cause the heavens will be shaking, and the earth will be
movedout of its place, in thewrathof theLordof armies, and in thedayofhis
burning passion. 14And itwill be that, like a roe in flight, and likewandering
sheep, they will go everyman to his people and to his land. 15Everyonewho
is overtaken will have a spear put through him, and everyone who goes in
flight will be put to the sword. 16 Their young children will be broken up
before their eyes; their goods will be taken away, and their wives made the
property of others. 17 See, I am driving the Medes against them, who put
no value on silver and have no pleasure in gold. 18 In their hands are bows
and spears; they are cruel, violently putting the young men to death, and
crushing the youngwomen; they have no pity for children, andnomercy for
the fruit of the body. 19 And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beautiful
town which is the pride of the Chaldaeans, will be like God's destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah. 20 People will never be living in it again, and it will
have no more men from generation to generation: the Arab will not put up
his tent there; and those who keep sheep will not make it a resting-place for
theirflocks. 21But thebeastsof thewaste landwillhave theirholes there; and
the houses will be full of crying jackals, and ostriches will have their place
there, and evil spirits will be dancing there. 22Andwolveswill be answering
one another in their towers, and jackals in their houses of pleasure: her time
is near, and her days of power will quickly be ended.
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14
1 For the Lord will have mercy on Jacob, and will again make Israel his

special people, and will put them in their land; and the man from a strange
country will take his place among them and be joined to the family of Jacob.
2 And the people will take them with them to their place: and the children
of Israel will give them a heritage in the Lord's land as men-servants and
women-servants, making them prisoners whose prisoners they were; and
they will be rulers over their masters. 3And it will be, in the day when the
Lord gives you rest from your sorrow, and from your trouble, and from the
hard yokewhich they had put on you, 4That youwill take up this bitter song
against the king of Babylon, and say, How has the cruel overseer come to an
end! He whowas lifted up in pride is cut off; 5The stick of the evil-doers, the
rod of the rulers, is broken by the Lord; 6He whose rod was on the peoples
with an unendingwrath, ruling the nations in passion, with an uncontrolled
rule. 7All the earth is at rest and is quiet: they are bursting into song. 8Even
the trees of the wood are glad over you, the trees of Lebanon, saying, From
the time of your fall no wood-cutter has come up against us with an axe.
9Theunderworld ismovedat your coming: the shades of thedeadare awake
before you, even the strong ones of the earth; all the kings of the world have
got up from their seats. 10 They all make answer and say to you, Have you
become feeble likeus? haveyoubeenmadeevenasweare? 11Yourpridehas
gone down into the underworld, and the noise of your instruments ofmusic;
theworms are under you, and your body is coveredwith them. 12How great
is your fall fromheaven, O shining one, son of themorning! Howare you cut
down to the earth, low among the dead bodies! 13For you said in your heart,
I will go up to heaven, I will makemy seat higher than the stars of God; I will
takemyplaceon themountainof themeeting-placeof the gods, in the inmost
parts of the north. 14 I will go higher than the clouds; I will be like the Most
High. 15But youwill come down to the underworld, even to its inmost parts.
16 Those who see you will be looking on you with care, they will be in deep
thought, saying, Is this the troubler of the earth, the shaker of kingdoms?
17Who made the world a waste, overturning its towns; who did not let his
prisoners loose from the prison-house. 18All the kings of the earth are at rest
in glory, every man in his house, 19 But you, like a birth before its time, are
stretched out with no resting-place in the earth; clothed with the bodies of
the dead who have been put to the sword, who go down to the lowest parts
of the underworld; a dead body, crushed under foot. 20As for your fathers,
you will not be united with them in their resting-place, because you have
been the cause of destruction to your land, and of death to your people; the
seed of the evil-doerwill have no place in thememory ofman. 21Make ready
a place of death for his children, because of the evil-doing of their father; so
that theymaynot comeup and take the earth for their heritage, covering the
face of the world with waste places. 22 For I will come up against them, says
the Lord of armies, cutting off from Babylon name and offspring, son and
son's son, says the Lord. 23And I will make you a heritage for the hedgehog,
and pools of water: and I will go through it with the brush of destruction,
says the Lord of armies. 24TheLordhas taken an oath, saying,Mydesignwill
certainly come about, andmy purposewill be effected: 25To let the Assyrian
be broken in my land, and crushed under foot on my mountains: there will
his yoke be taken away from them, and his rule over them come to an end.
26This is the purpose for all the earth: and this is the hand stretched out over
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all nations. 27For it is the purpose of the Lord of armies, and who will make
it of no effect? when his hand is stretched out, by whom may it be turned
back? 28 In the year of the death of King Ahaz this word came to the prophet:
29 Be not glad, O Philistia, all of you, because the rod which was on you is
broken: for out of the snake's rootwill come a poison-snake, and its fruitwill
be a winged poison-snake. 30And the poorest of the landwill have food, and
those in need will be given a safe resting-place: but your seed will come to
an end for need of food, and the rest of you will be put to the sword. 31 Send
out a cry, O door! Make sounds of sorrow, O town! All your land has come to
nothing, O Philistia; for there comes a smoke out of the north, and everyone
keeps his place in the line. 32What answer, then, will my people give to the
representatives of the nation? That the Lord is the builder of Zion, and she
will be a safe place for the poor of his people.

15
1 The word about Moab. For in a night Ar of Moab has become waste,

and is seen no longer; for in a night Kir of Moab has become waste, and
is seen no longer. 2 The daughter of Dibon has gone up to the high places,
weeping: Moab is sounding her cry of sorrow over Nebo, and over Medeba:
everywhere the hair of the head and of the face is cut off. 3 In their streets
they are covering themselves with haircloth: on the tops of their houses,
and in their public places, there is crying and bitter weeping. 4Heshbon is
crying out, and Elealeh; their voice is sounding even to Jahaz: for this cause
theheart ofMoab is shaking; his soul is shakingwith fear. 5Myheart is crying
out for Moab; her people go in flight to Zoar, and to Eglath-shelishiyah: for
they goupwithweeping by the slope of Luhith; on theway toHoronaim they
sendup a cry of destruction. 6Thewaters ofNimrimwill becomedry: for the
grass is burned up, the young grass is coming to an end, every green thing is
dead. 7 For this cause they will take away their wealth, and the stores they
have got together, over the stream of thewater-plants. 8For the cry has gone
round the limits of Moab; as far as to Eglaim and Beer-elim. 9For the waters
of Dimon are full of blood: and I'm sending even more on Moab, a lion on
those of Moabwho go in flight, and on the rest of the land.

16
1And they will send ... to the mountain of the daughter of Zion. 2 For the

daughters of Moab will be like wandering birds, like a place fromwhich the
young birds have gone in flight, at the ways across the Arnon. 3 Give wise
directions, make a decision; let your shade be as night in full day: keep safe
those who are in flight; do not give up the wandering ones. 4 Let those who
have been forced out of Moab have a resting-place with you; be a cover to
them fromhimwho ismakingwaste their land: till the cruel ones are cut off,
and wasting has come to an end, and those who take pleasure in crushing
the poor are gone from the land. 5Then a king's seat will be based onmercy,
and one will be seated on it in the tent of David for ever; judging uprightly,
and quick to do righteousness. 6We have had word of the pride of Moab,
howgreat it is; howhe is lifted up in pride and passion: his highwords about
himself are false. 7For this cause everyone inMoabwill give cries of grief for
Moab: crushed to theearth, theywill beweeping for themenofKir-hareseth.
8For the fields of Heshbon arewaste, the vine of Sibmah is dead; the lords of
nations were overcome by the produce of her vines; her vine-plants went as
far as Jazer, and came even to the waste land; her branches were stretched
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out to the sea. 9 For this cause my sorrow for the vine of Sibmah will be like
the weeping for Jazer: my eyes are dropping water on you, O Heshbon and
Elealeh! For they are sounding thewar-cry over your summer fruits and the
getting in of your grain; 10 And all joy is gone; no longer are they glad for
the fertile field; and in the vine-gardens there are no songs or sounds of joy:
the crushing of grapes has come to an end, and its glad cry has been stopped.
11For this cause the cords ofmyheart are sounding forMoab, and I am full of
sorrowforKir-heres. 12AndwhenMoabgoesup to thehighplace, andmakes
prayer in the house of his god, it will have no effect. 13This is thewordwhich
the Lord said about Moab in the past. 14But now the Lord has said, In three
years, the years of a servantworking for payment, the glory ofMoab, all that
great people, will be turned to shame, and the rest ofMoabwill be very small
and without honour.

17
1 The word about Damascus. See, they have made Damascus a town no

longer; it has become a waste place. 2 Her towns are unpeopled for ever;
there the flocks take their rest in peace, without fear. 3The strong tower has
gone from Ephraim, and the kingdom fromDamascus: the rest of Aramwill
come to destruction, and bemade like the glory of the children of Israel, says
the Lord of armies. 4And it will be in that day that the glory of Jacob will be
made small, and the strength of his body will become feeble. 5 And it will
be like a man cutting the growth of his grain, pulling together the heads of
the grain with his arm; even as when they get in the grain in the valley of
Rephaim. 6But itwill be like aman shaking an olive-tree, somethingwill still
be there, two or three berries on the top of the highest branch, four or five
on the outside branches of a fertile tree, says the Lord, the God of Israel. 7 In
that day a man's heart will be turned to his Maker, and his eyes to the Holy
One of Israel. 8He will not be looking to the altars, the work of his hands,
or to the wood pillars or to the sun-images which his fingers have made.
9 In that day your towns will be like the waste places of the Hivites and the
Amoriteswhich the children of Israel took for a heritage, and theywill come
to destruction. 10For youhavenot givenhonour to theGodof your salvation,
andhave not kept inmind the Rock of your strength; for this cause youmade
a garden of Adonis, and put in it the vine-cuttings of a strange god; 11 In the
day of your planting youwerewatching its growth, and in themorning your
seedwas flowering: but its fruit is wasted away in the day of grief and bitter
sorrow. 12Ah! the voice of peoples, like the loud sounding of the seas, and the
thundering of great nations rushing on like the bursting out ofwaters! 13But
hewill put a stop to them, andmake them go in flight far away, driving them
like thewaste of the grain on the tops of themountains before thewind, and
like the circling dust before the storm. 14 In the evening there is fear, and in
the morning they are gone. This is the fate of those who take our goods, and
the reward of those who violently take our property for themselves.

18
1 Ho! land of the sounding of wings, on the other side of the rivers of

Ethiopia: 2 Which sends its representatives by the sea, even in ships of
papyrus on the waters. Go back quickly, O representatives, to a nation tall
and smooth, to a people causing fear through all their history; a strong
nation, crushing down its haters, whose land is cut through by rivers. 3All
you peoples of the world, and you who are living on the earth, when a flag
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is lifted up on themountains, give attention; and when the horn is sounded,
give ear. 4 For this is what the Lord has said to me: I will be quiet, watching
from my place; like the clear heat when the sun is shining, like a mist of
dew in the heat of summer. 5 For before the time of getting in the grapes,
after the opening of the bud, when the flower has become a grape ready for
crushing, he will take away the small branches with knives, cutting down
and taking away thewide-stretching branches. 6Theywill be for the birds of
the mountains, and for the beasts of the earth: the birds will come down on
them in the summer, and the beasts of the earth in the winter. 7 In that time
an offeringwill bemade to the Lord of armies fromapeople tall and smooth,
causing fear through all their history; a strong nation, crushing down its
haters, whose land is cut through by rivers, an offering taken to the place
of the name of the Lord of armies, evenMount Zion.

19
1 The word about Egypt. See, the Lord is seated on a quick-moving cloud,

and is coming to Egypt: and the false gods of Egypt will be troubled at his
coming, and the heart of Egypt will be turned to water. 2And I will send the
Egyptians against the Egyptians: and they will be fighting every one against
his brother, and every one against his neighbour; town against town, and
kingdom against kingdom. 3And the spirit of Egypt will be troubled in her,
and I will make her decisions without effect: and they will be turning to the
false gods, and to those who make hollow sounds, and to those who have
control of spirits, and to those who are wise in secret arts. 4And I will give
theEgyptians into thehandof a cruel lord; andahardkingwill be their ruler,
says the Lord, the Lord of armies. 5And the waters of the sea will be cut off,
and the river will become dry and waste: 6And the rivers will have an evil
smell; the stream of Egypt will become small and dry: all the water-plants
will come tonothing. 7Thegrass-landsby theNile, andeverythingplantedby
theNile,will becomedry, or takenawayby thewind, andwill come toanend.
8The fishermen will be sad, and all those who put fishing-lines into the Nile
will be full of grief, and thosewhose nets are stretched out on thewaterswill
have sorrow in their hearts. 9And all the workers in linen thread, and those
who make cotton cloth, will be put to shame. 10 And the makers of twisted
threadwill be crushed, and those who ... will be sad in heart. 11The chiefs of
Zoan are completely foolish; the wisest guides of Pharaoh have become like
beasts: how do you say to Pharaoh, I am the son of the wise, the offspring of
early kings? 12Where, then, are your wise men? let themmake clear to you,
let them give you knowledge of the purpose of the Lord of armies for Egypt.
13The chiefs of Zoan have become foolish, the chiefs of Noph are tricked, the
heads of her tribes are the cause of Egypt's wandering out of the way. 14The
Lord has sent among them a spirit of error: and by them Egypt is turned out
of the right way in all her doings, as aman overcome bywine is uncertain in
his steps. 15And inEgypt therewill benowork for anyman, heador tail, high
or low, to do. 16 In that day the Egyptians will be like women: and the land
will be shakingwith fear because of thewaving of the Lord's hand stretched
outover it. 17And the landof Judahwill becomeacauseof great fear toEgypt;
whenever its name comes to mind, Egypt will be in fear before the Lord of
armies because of his purpose against it. 18 In that day there will be five
towns in the landofEgyptusing the languageofCanaan, andmakingoaths to
theLordof armies; andoneof themwill benamed, TheTownof the Sun. 19 In
that day there will be an altar to the Lord in the middle of the land of Egypt,
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and a pillar to the Lord at the edge of the land. 20And it will be a sign and a
witness to theLordofarmies in the landofEgypt: when theyare cryingout to
theLordbecause of their cruelmasters, thenhewill send thema saviour and
a strong one to make them free. 21And the Lord will give the knowledge of
himself to Egypt, and the Egyptians will give honour to the Lord in that day;
they will give him worship with offerings and meal offerings, and will take
anoath to theLord andgive effect to it. 22And theLordwill sendpunishment
on Egypt, and will make them well again; and when they come back to the
Lordhewill giveear to theirprayerand takeaway theirdisease. 23 In thatday
there will be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria, and Assyria will come into
Egypt, and Egyptwill come into Assyria; and the Egyptianswill giveworship
to the Lord together with the Assyrians. 24 In that day Israel will be the third
together with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in the earth: 25 Because of the
blessing of the Lord of armies which he has given them, saying, A blessing
on Egypt my people, and on Assyria the work of my hands, and on Israel my
heritage.

20
1 In the year when the Tartan came to Ashdod, sent by Sargon, king of

Assyria, and made war against it and took it; 2 At that time the word of
the Lord came to Isaiah, the son of Amoz, saying, Go, and take off your
robe, and your shoes from your feet; and he did so, walking unclothed and
without shoes on his feet. 3 And the Lord said, As my servant Isaiah has
gone unclothed and without shoes for three years as a sign and a wonder
to Egypt and Ethiopia, 4Sowill the king of Assyria take away the prisoners of
Egyptand those forcedoutofEthiopia, youngandold, unclothedandwithout
shoes, and with backs uncovered, to the shame of Egypt. 5And they will be
full of fear, andwill no longer have faith in Ethiopiawhichwas their hope, or
in Egypt which was their glory. 6And those living by the sea will say in that
day, See the fate of our hope to whom we went for help and salvation from
the king of Assyria: what hope have we then of salvation?

21
1The word about the waste land. As storm-winds in the South go rushing

through, it comes from the waste land, from the land greatly to be feared.
2A vision of fear comes before my eyes; the worker of deceit goes on in his
false way, and the waster goes on making waste. Up! Elam; to the attack!
Media; I have put an end to her sorrow. 3 For this cause I am full of bitter
grief; pains like the pains of a woman in childbirth have come on me: I am
bent down with sorrow at what comes to my ears; I am shocked by what
I see. 4My mind is wandering, fear has overcome me: the evening of my
desire has been turned into shaking for me. 5 They make ready the table,
they put down the covers, they take food and drink. Up! you captains; put oil
on your breastplates. 6For so has the Lord said tome, Go, let a watchman be
placed; let him giveword ofwhat he sees: 7Andwhen he seeswar-carriages,
horsemen by twos, war-carriages with asses, war-carriages with camels, let
him give special attention. 8And the watchman gave a loud cry, Omy lord, I
am on thewatchtower all day, and amplaced inmywatch every night: 9See,
here come war-carriages with men, horsemen by twos: and in answer he
said, Babylon ismade low, ismade low, and all her images are broken on the
earth. 10Omy crushed ones, the grain ofmyfloor! I have given you theword
which came to me from the Lord of armies, the God of Israel. 11 The word



Isaiah 21:12 687 Isaiah 22:22

about Edom. A voice comes to me from Seir, Watchman, how far gone is the
night? how far gone is the night? 12 The watchman says, The morning has
come, but night is still to come: if you have questions to put, put them, and
comeback again. 13ThewordaboutArabia. In the thickwoods ofArabiawill
be your night's resting-place, O travelling bands of Dedanites! 14Give water
tohimwho is inneedofwater; givebread,Omenof the landofTema, to those
inflight. 15For they are inflight from the sharp sword, and the bent bow, and
from the trouble of war. 16 For so has the Lord said to me, In a year, by the
years of a servantworking for payment, all the glory ofKedarwill come to an
end: 17And the rest of the bowmen, themen of war of the children of Kedar,
will be small in number: for the Lord, the God of Israel, has said it.

22
1Theword about the valley of vision. Why have all your people gone up to

the house-tops? 2 You, who are full of loud voices, a town of outcries, given
up to joy; your dead men have not been put to the sword, or come to their
death in war. 3 All your rulers ... have gone in flight; all your strong ones
have gone far away. 4For this cause I have said, Let your eyes be turnedaway
fromme inmy bitter weeping; I will not be comforted for the wasting of the
daughter of my people. 5For it is a day of trouble and of crushing down and
of destruction from the Lord, the Lord of armies, in the valley of vision; ...
6And Elam was armed with arrows, and Aram came on horseback; and the
breastplate of Kir was uncovered. 7And your most fertile valleys were full
of war-carriages, and the horsemen took up their positions in front of the
town. 8He took away the cover of Judah; and in that day you were looking
with care at the store of arms in the house of the woods. 9And you saw all
the broken places in the wall of the town of David: and you got together the
waters of the lower pool. 10And you had the houses of Jerusalemnumbered,
pulling down the houses to make the wall stronger. 11And youmade a place
between the two walls for storing the waters of the old pool: but you gave
no thought to himwho had done this, andwere not looking to him bywhom
it had been purposed long before. 12 And in that day the Lord, the Lord of
armies, was looking for weeping, and cries of sorrow, cutting off of the hair,
and putting on the clothing of grief: 13But in place of these therewas joy and
delight, oxen and sheep were beingmade ready for food, there was feasting
and drinking: men said, Now is the time for food and wine, for tomorrow
death comes. 14And the Lord of armies said tome secretly, Truly, this sinwill
notbe taken fromyou till yourdeath, says theLord, theLordofarmies. 15The
Lord, the Lord of armies, says, Go to this person in authority, this Shebna,
who is over the house; whohasmadehimself a resting-place onhigh, cutting
out a place for himself in the rock, and say, 16Whoare you, and bywhat right
have you made for yourself a resting-place here? 17 See, O strong man, the
Lord will send you violently away, gripping you with force, 18 Twisting you
round and round like a ball he will send you out into a wide country: there
you will come to your end, and there will be the carriages of your pride, O
shame of your lord's house! 19And I will have you forced out of your place
of authority, and pulled down from your position. 20 And in that day I will
send for my servant, Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah: 21And I will put your robe
on him, and put your band about him, and I will give your authority into his
hand: and he will be a father to the men of Jerusalem, and to the family of
Judah. 22And Iwill give the key of the family of David into his care; andwhat
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he keeps open will be shut by no one, and what he keeps shut no one will
make open. 23And I will put him like a nail in a safe place; and he will be for
a seat of glory to his father's family. 24And all the glory of his father's family
will be hanging on him, all their offspring, every small vessel, even the cups
and the basins. 25 In that day, says the Lord of armies, will the nail fixed in a
safe place giveway; and itwill be cut down, and in its fall theweight hanging
on it will be cut off, for the Lord has said it.

23
1 The word about Tyre. Let a cry of sorrow go up, O ships of Tarshish,

because your strong place is made waste; on the way back from the land of
Kittim the news is given to them. 2 Send out a cry of grief, you men of the
sea-land, traders of Zidon, who go over the sea, whose representatives are
on great waters; 3Who get in the seed of Shihor, whose wealth is the trade
of the nations. 4Be shamed, O Zidon: for the sea, the strong place of the sea
has said, I have not been with child, or given birth; I have not taken care of
youngmen, orkeptwatchover thegrowthofvirgins. 5When thenewscomes
to Egypt theywill be bitterly pained at the fate of Tyre. 6Go over to Tarshish;
give cries of sorrow,Omenof the sea-land. 7 Is this the townwhichwas full of
joy,whose start goes back to times longpast,whosewanderings tookher into
far-off countries? 8By whom was this purposed against Tyre, the crowning
town, whose traders are chiefs, whose business men are honoured in the
land? 9 Itwas thepurposeof theLordofarmies toputpride to shame, tomake
sport of the glory of those who are honoured in the earth. 10 Let your land
be worked with the plough, O daughter of Tarshish; there is no longer any
harbour. 11His hand is stretched out over the sea, the kingdoms are shaking:
the Lord has given orders about Canaan, to make waste its strong places.
12 And he said, There is no more joy for you, O crushed virgin daughter of
Zidon: up! go over to Kittim; even there you will have no rest. 13 ... 14 Let a
cry of sorrow go up, O ships of Tarshish: because your strong place is made
waste. 15And it will be in that day that Tyre will go out of mind for seventy
years, that is, the days of one king: after the end of seventy years itwill be for
Tyre as in the song of the loose woman. 16 Take an instrument of music, go
about the town, O loose womanwho has gone out from thememory ofman;
make sweet melody with songs, so that you may come back to men's minds.
17And it will be after the end of seventy years, that the Lordwill havemercy
on Tyre, and she will go back to her trade, acting as a loose woman with all
the kingdoms of the world on the face of the earth. 18And her goods and her
tradewill be holy to the Lord: theywill not be kept back or stored up; for her
producewill be for those living in the Lord's land, to give them food for their
needs, and fair clothing.

24
1 See, the Lord is making the earth waste and unpeopled, he is turning it

upside down, and sending the people in all directions. 2 And it will be the
same for the people as for the priest; for the servant as for his master; and
for thewoman-servant as for her owner; the same for the one offering goods
for a price as for him who takes them; the same for him who gives money
at interest and for him who takes it; the same for him who lets others have
the use of his property as for those who make use of it. 3 The earth will be
completely waste and without men; for this is the word of the Lord. 4 The
earth is sorrowing and wasting away, the world is full of grief and wasting
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away, the high ones of the earth come to nothing. 5The earth has beenmade
unclean by those living in it; because the laws have not been kept by them,
the orders have been changed, and the eternal agreement has been broken.
6For this cause the earth is given up to the curse, and those in it are judged as
sinners: for this cause those living on the earth are burned up, and the rest
are small in number. 7 The new wine is thin, the vine is feeble, and all the
glad-hearted make sounds of grief. 8 The pleasing sound of all instruments
of music has come to an end, and the voices of those who are glad. 9 There
is no more drinking of wine with a song; strong drink will be bitter to those
who take it. 10 The town is waste and broken down: every house is shut up,
so that nomanmay come in. 11There is a crying in the streets because of the
wine; there is an end of all delight, the joy of the land is gone. 12 In the town
all iswaste, and in the public place is destruction. 13For itwill be in the heart
of the earth among the peoples, like the shaking of an olive-tree, as the last of
the grapes after the getting-in is done. 14But those will be making sounds of
joy; they will be crying loudly from the sea for the glory of the Lord. 15Give
praise to the Lord in the east, to the name of the Lord, theGod of Israel, in the
sea-lands. 16 From the farthest part of the earth comes the sound of songs,
glory to the upright. But I said, I amwasting away, wasting away, the curse is
on me! The false ones go on in their false way, yes, they go on acting falsely.
17Fear, and death, and the net, are come on you, O people of the earth. 18And
it will be that he who goes in flight from the sound of fear will be overtaken
by death; and he who gets free from death will be taken in the net: for the
windows on high are open, and the bases of the earth are shaking. 19 The
earth is completely broken, it is parted in two, it is violently moved. 20 The
earth will be moving uncertainly, like a man overcome by drink; it will be
shaking like a tent; and the weight of its sin will be on it, crushing it down so
that it will not get up again. 21And in that day the Lordwill send punishment
on the army of the high ones on high, and on the kings of the earth on the
earth. 22 And they will be got together, like prisoners in the prison-house;
and after a long time theywill have their punishment. 23Then themoonwill
be veiled, and the sun put to shame; for the Lord of armies will be ruling in
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and before his judges he will let his glory be
seen.

25
1OLord, youaremyGod; Iwill givepraise to you, Iwill givehonour to your

name; for you have done great acts of power; your purposes in the past have
been made true and certain in effect. 2 For you have made a town a waste
place: a strong town a mass of broken walls; the tower of the men of pride
has come to an end; it will never be put up again. 3 For this cause will the
strong people give glory to you, the town of the cruel ones will be in fear of
you. 4For you have been a strong place for the poor and the crushed in their
trouble, a safe place from the storm, a shade from the heat, when the wrath
of the cruel ones is like a winter storm. 5As heat by the shade of a cloud, the
noise of themenof pride has beenmade quiet by you; as heat by the shade of
a cloud, the song of the cruel ones has been stopped. 6And in this mountain
will the Lord of armies make for all peoples a feast of good things, a feast of
wines long stored, of good things sweet to the taste, of wines long kept and
tested. 7And in this mountain he will put an end to the shade covering the
face of all peoples, and the veil which is stretched over all nations. 8He has
put an end to death for ever; and the Lord God will take away all weeping;
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and he will put an end to the shame of his people in all the earth: for the
Lord has said it. 9And in that day it will be said, See, this is our God; we have
been waiting for him, and he will be our saviour: this is the Lord in whom
is our hope; we will be glad and have delight in his salvation. 10 For in this
mountain will the hand of the Lord come to rest, and Moab will be crushed
down in his place, even as the dry stems of the grain are crushed under foot
in the waste place. 11And if he puts out his hands, like a man stretching out
his hands in swimming, the Lord will make low his pride, however expert
his designs. 12And the strong tower of your walls has been broken by him,
made low, and crushed even to the dust.

26
1 In that day will this song bemade in the land of Judah: We have a strong

town; he will make salvation our walls and towers. 2Let the doors be open,
so that the upright nation which keeps faith may come in. 3The man whose
heart is unmoved you will keep in peace, because his hope is in you. 4 Let
your hope be in the Lord for ever: for the Lord Jah is an unchanging Rock.
5 For he has made low those who are lifted up, all the people of the town
of pride: he makes it low, crushing it down to the earth; he makes it low
in the dust. 6 It will be crushed under the feet of the poor and the steps of
those who are in need. 7The way of the goodman is straight; the road of the
upright is made smooth by you. 8We have been waiting for you, O Lord; the
desire of our soul is for the memory of your name. 9 In the night the desire
of my soul has been for you; early will my spirit be searching for you; for
when your punishments come on the earth, the people of the world will get
the knowledge of righteousness. 10 Even if you are kind to the evil-doer, he
will not go after righteousness; even in the land of the upright hewill still go
on in his wrongdoing, and will not see the glory of the Lord. 11 Lord, your
hand is lifted up, but they do not see: let them see ... yes, your haters will be
burned up in the fire. 12 Lord, you will give us peace: for all our works are
the outcome of your purpose. 13O Lord, our God, other lords than you have
had rule over us; but in you only is our salvation, and no other name will
we take on our lips. 14 The dead will not come back to life: their spirits will
not come back to earth; for this cause you have sent destruction on them,
so that the memory of them is dead. 15 You have made the nation great, O
Lord, you have made it great; glory is yours: you have made wide the limits
of the land. 16Lord, in trouble our eyes have been turned to you, we sent up
a prayerwhen your punishmentwas on us. 17As awomanwith child, whose
time is near, is troubled, crying out in her pain; so have we been before you,
O Lord. 18We have been with child, we have been in pain, we have given
birth towind; no salvationhas come to the earth throughus, andno children
have come into theworld. 19Yourdeadwill comeback; their deadbodieswill
come to life again. Those in the dust, awaking from their sleep, will send out
a song; for your dew is a dew of light, and the earth will give birth to the
shades. 20 Come, my people, into your secret places, and let your doors be
shut: keep yourself safe for a short time, till his wrath is over. 21For the Lord
is coming out of his place to send punishment on the people of the earth for
their evil-doing: the earth will let the blood drained out on her be seen, and
will keep her dead covered no longer.

27
1 In that day the Lord, with his great and strong and cruel sword, will send
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punishment on Leviathan, the quick-moving snake, and on Leviathan, the
twisted snake; and he will put to death the dragon which is in the sea. 2 In
that day it will be said, A vine-garden of delight, make a song about it. 3 I, the
Lord, am watching it; I will give it water at all times: I will keep it night and
day, for fear that any damage comes to it. 4My passion is over: if the thorns
were fighting against me, I would make an attack on them, and they would
be burned up together. 5Or let him put himself under my power, and make
peacewithme. 6 In days to come Jacobwill take root: Israel will put out buds
andflowers; and the face of theworldwill be full of fruit. 7 Is his punishment
like the punishment of those who overcame him? or are his dead as great
in number as those he put to the sword? 8 Your anger against her has been
made clear by driving her away; he has taken her awaywith his storm-wind
in the day of his east wind. 9 So by this will the sin of Jacob be covered, and
this is all the fruit of taking away his punishment; when all the stones of the
altar are crushed together, so that the wood pillars and the sun-images will
not be put up again. 10 For the strong town is without men, an unpeopled
living-place; and she has become a waste land: there the young ox will take
his rest, and its branches will be food for him. 11When its branches are dry
they will be broken off; the womenwill come and put fire to them: for it is a
foolishpeople; for this causehewhomade themwill havenomercyon them,
and he whose work they are will not have pity on them. 12And it will be in
that day that the Lordwill get together his grain, from theRiver to the stream
of Egypt, and you will be got together with care, O children of Israel. 13And
it will be in that day that a great horn will be sounded; and those who were
wandering in the land of Assyria, and thosewhohadbeen sent away into the
land of Egypt, will come; and they will give worship to the Lord in the holy
mountain at Jerusalem.

28
1Ho! crown of pride of those who are given up to wine in Ephraim, and

the dead flower of his glory which is on the head of those who are overcome
by strong drink! 2 See, the Lord has a strong and cruel one; like a rain of
ice, a storm of destruction, like the overflowing of a strong river, he will
violently overcome them. 3 The crown of pride of those who are given up
to wine in Ephraim will be crushed under foot; 4And the dead flower of his
glory, which is on the head of the fertile valley, will be like the first early fruit
before the summer; which aman takes and puts in his mouth theminute he
sees it. 5 In that day will the Lord of armies be a crown of glory, and a fair
ornament, to the rest of his people; 6And a spirit of wisdom to the judge, and
strength to those who keep back the attackers at the door of the town. 7And
further, these are uncertain through wine, and have gone out of the right
way through strong drink: the priest and the prophet are uncertain through
strong drink, they are overcome by wine, they have gone out of the way
through strong drink; their vision is false, they go wrong in their decisions.
8 For all the tables are covered with coughed-up food, so that there is not a
clean place. 9 To whom will he give knowledge? and to whom will he make
clear the word? Will it be to those who have newly given up milk, and who
have only nowbeen taken from the breast? 10For it is one rule after another;
one line after another; here a little, there a little. 11No, but with broken talk,
andwith a strange tongue, hewill givehisword to this people: 12Towhomhe
said, This is the rest, give rest tohimwho is tired; andby this youmaygetnew
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strength; but they would not give ear. 13 For this cause the word of the Lord
will be to them rule after rule, line after line, here a little, there a little; so
that theymay go on their way, and falling backmay be broken, and taken in
the net. 14Give ear then to theword of the Lord, youmen of pride, the rulers
of this people in Jerusalem: 15Because you have said, We have made death
our friend, andwith the underworldwehavemade an agreement; when the
overflowing waters come through they will not come near us; for we are
looking to false words for help, taking cover in what is untrue: 16 For this
cause says the Lord God, See, I am placing in Zion as a base, a stone, a tested
stone, an angle-stone which is certain and of great value: and he who has
faith will not give way. 17And I will make right decision the measuring-line,
andrighteousness theweight: and the ice-stormwill takeaway the safeplace
of false words, and the secret place will be covered by the flowing waters.
18And the help you were looking for from death will come to nothing, and
your agreement with the underworld will be broken; when the overflowing
waters come through, then youwill be overcomeby them. 19Whenever they
come through they will overtake you; for they will come through morning
after morning, by day and by night: and the news will be nothing but fear.
20 For the bed is not long enough for a man to be stretched out on: and the
cover is not wide enough for him to be covered with. 21 For the Lord will
come up as on Mount Perazim, he will be moved to wrath as in the valley of
Gibeon; so that he may do his work — strange is his work; and give effect
to his act — unnatural is his act. 22And now, take care that you do not make
sport ofhim, oryourbandswill bemade strong; for I havehadword fromthe
Lord, the Lord of armies, of an end, of a complete end, which is to come on
all the land. 23Let your ears be open tomy voice; give attention towhat I say.
24 Is the ploughman for ever ploughing? does he not get the earth ready and
broken up for the seed? 25When the face of the earth has been levelled, does
he not put in the different sorts of seed, and the grain in lines, and the barley
in its place, and the spelt at the edge? 26For his God is his teacher, giving him
the knowledge of these things. 27For the fitches are not crushedwith a sharp
instrument, and a cart-wheel is not rolled over the cummin; but the grain
of the fitches is hammered out with a stick, and of the cummin with a rod.
28 Is the grain for bread crushed? He does not go on crushing it for ever, but
he lets his cart-wheels and his horses go over it without crushing it. 29 This
comes from the Lord of armies, purposing wonders, and wise in all his acts.

29
1Ho! Ariel, Ariel, the townagainstwhichDavidmadewar; put year to year,

let the feasts come round: 2And Iwill send trouble onAriel, and therewill be
weeping and cries of grief; and she will be to me as Ariel. 3And I will make
war onyou likeDavid, and youwill be shut in by earthworks, and Iwillmake
towers round you. 4 And you will be made low, and your voice will come
out of the earth, and your words will be low out of the dust; and your voice
will come out of the earth like that of a spirit, making bird-like noises out of
the dust. 5And the army of your attackers will be like small dust, and all the
cruel ones like dry stems gone before the wind; suddenly it will come about.
6The Lord of armies will come in with thunder and earth-shaking and great
noise, with rushing wind and storm, and the flame of burning fire. 7And all
the nations making war on Ariel, and all those who are fighting against her
and shutting her in with their towers, will be like a dream, like a vision of
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the night. 8And it will be like a man desiring food, and dreaming that he is
feasting; butwhenhe is awake there is nothing in hismouth: or like aman in
needofwater, dreaming thathe isdrinking; butwhenhe is awakehe is feeble
and his soul is full of desire: so will all the nations be which make war on
Mount Zion. 9Be surprised and full of wonder; let your eyes be covered and
be blind: be overcome, but not with wine; go with uncertain steps, but not
because of strong drink. 10For the Lordhas sent on you a spirit of deep sleep;
and by him your eyes, the prophets, are shut, and your heads, the seers, are
covered. 11And the vision of all this has become to you like the words of a
book which is shut, which men give to one who has knowledge of writing,
saying, Make clear to us what is in the book: and he says, I am not able to,
for the book is shut: 12And they give it to onewithout learning, saying, Make
clear to us what is in the book: and he says, I have no knowledge of writing.
13And the Lord said, because this people comenear tomewith theirmouths,
andgivehonour tomewith their lips, but theirheart is far fromme, and their
fear ofme is false, a rule given themby the teaching ofmen; 14For this cause
I will again do a strange thing among this people, a thing to be wondered at:
and thewisdomof theirwisemenwill come tonothing, and the senseof their
guides will no longer be seen. 15Cursed are those who go deep to keep their
designs secret from the Lord, andwhoseworks are in the dark, andwho say,
Who sees us? and who has knowledge of our acts? 16You are turning things
upside down! Is the wet earth the same to you as the one who is forming it?
will the thing made say of him who made it, He made me not: or the thing
formed say of himwho gave it form, He has no knowledge? 17 In a very short
time Lebanon will become a fertile field, and the fertile field will seem like
a wood. 18And in that day those whose ears are stopped will be hearing the
words of the book; and the eyes of the blind will see through the mist and
the dark. 19And the poorwill have their joy in the Lord increased, and those
in need will be glad in the Holy One of Israel. 20 For the cruel one has come
to nothing; and those who make sport of the Lord are gone; and those who
are watching to do evil are cut off: 21Who give help to a man in a wrong
cause, andwho put a net for the feet of himwho gives decisions in the public
place, taking away a man's right without cause. 22 For this reason the Lord,
the saviour ofAbraham, says about the family of Jacob, Jacobwill not nowbe
put to shame, or his face be cloudedwith fear. 23But when they, the children
of Jacob, see thework ofmy hands among them, theywill give honour tomy
name; yes, they will give honour to the Holy One of Jacob, and go in fear of
the God of Israel. 24Thosewhose hearts were turned away fromhimwill get
knowledge, and thosewhomade an outcry against himwill give attention to
his teaching.

30
1Ho! uncontrolled children, says the Lord, who give effect to a purpose

which is not mine, and who make an agreement, but not by my spirit,
increasing their sin: 2 Who make a move to go down into Egypt, without
authority fromme; who are looking to the strength of Pharaoh for help, and
whose hope is in the shade of Egypt. 3 And the strength of Pharaoh will be
your shame, and your hope in the shade of Egypt will come to nothing. 4For
his chiefs are at Zoan, andhis representatives have come toHanes. 5For they
have all comewith offerings to apeople of nouse to them, inwhom isnohelp
or profit, but only shame and a bad name. 6Theword about the Beasts of the
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South. Through the land of trouble and grief, the land of the she-lion and the
voice of the lion, of the snake and the burning winged snake, they take their
wealth on the backs of young asses, and their stores on camels, to a people
in whom is no profit. 7 For there is no use or purpose in the help of Egypt:
so I have said about her, She is Rahab, who has come to an end. 8Now go,
put it in writing before them on a board, and make a record of it in a book,
so that it may be for the future, a witness for all time to come. 9For they are
an uncontrolled people, false-hearted, who will not give ear to the teaching
of the Lord: 10Who say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Do not give
us word of what is true, but say false things to give us pleasure: 11Get out of
the goodway, turning from the right road; do not keep theHoly One of Israel
before our minds. 12 For this cause the Holy One of Israel says, Because you
will not give ear to this word, and are looking for help in ways of deceit and
evil, and are putting your hope in them: 13This sin will be to you like a crack
in ahighwall, causing its fall suddenly and in aminute. 14Andhewill let it be
brokenasapotter's vessel isbroken: itwill be smashed tobitswithoutmercy;
so that therewill not be abit inwhich onemay takefire from thefireplace, or
water from the spring. 15 For the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, said, In quiet
and rest is your salvation: peace and hope are your strength: but youwould
not have it so. 16 Saying, No, for we will go in flight on horses; so you will
certainly go in flight: and, We will go on the backs of quick-running beasts;
so those who go after you will be quick-footed. 17A thousand will go in fear
before one; even before five you will go in flight: till you are like a pillar by
itself on the top of a mountain, and like a flag on a hill. 18 For this cause the
Lord will be waiting, so that he may be kind to you; and he will be lifted up,
so that he may have mercy on you; for the Lord is a God of righteousness:
there is a blessing on all whose hope is in him. 19O people, living in Zion, at
Jerusalem, yourweepingwill be ended; hewill certainly havemercy on you
at the sound of your cry; when it comes to his ear, hewill give you an answer.
20 And though the Lord will give you the bread of trouble and the water of
grief, you will no longer put your teacher on one side, but you will see your
teacher: 21Andat your back,whenyou are turning to the right handor to the
left, a voice will be sounding in your ears, saying, This is the way in which
you are to go. 22And you will make unclean what is covering your pictured
images of silver, and the plating of your images of gold: you will send them
away as an unclean thing, saying, Be gone! 23And he will give rain for your
seed, so that you may put it in the earth; and you will have bread from the
produce of the earth, good and more than enough for your needs: in that
day the cattle will get their food inwide grass-lands. 24And the oxen and the
young asses which are used for ploughing, will have salted grain which has
been made free from the waste with fork and basket. 25 And there will be
rivers and streams of water on every tall mountain and on every high hill,
in the day when great numbers are put to the sword, when the towers come
down. 26 And the light of the moon will be as the light of the sun, and the
light of the sun will be seven times greater, as the light of seven days, in the
day when the Lord puts oil on the wounds of his people, and makes them
well from the blows they have undergone. 27 See, the name of the Lord is
coming from far, burningwith his wrath, with thick smoke going up: his lips
are full of passion, and his tongue is like a burning fire: 28And his breath is
as an overflowing stream, coming up even to the neck, shaking the nations
for their destruction, like the shaking of grain in a basket: and he will put a
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cord in the mouths of the people, turning them out of their way. 29 You will
have a song, as in the night when a holy feast is kept; and you will be glad in
heart, as when they go with music of the pipe to the mountain of the Lord,
the Rock of Israel. 30And the Lord will send out the sound of his great voice,
and they will see his arm stretched out, with the heat of his wrath, and the
flameof a burningfire;with a cloud-burst, and storm, anda rain of ice. 31For
through the voice of the Lord the Assyrianwill be broken, and the Lord's rod
will be lifted up against him. 32And every blow of the rod of his punishment,
which the Lord will send on him, will be with the sound of music: and with
the waving of his sword the Lord will make war against him. 33 For a place
of fire has long been ready; yes, it has been made ready for the king; he has
made it deep and wide: it is massed with fire andmuch wood; the breath of
the Lord, like a stream of fire, puts a light to it.

31
1Cursed are those who go down to Egypt for help, and who put their faith

in horses; looking to war-carriages for salvation, because of their numbers;
and to horsemen, because they are very strong; but they are not looking
to the Holy One of Israel, or turning their hearts to the Lord; 2 Though he
is wise, and able to send evil, and his purpose will not be changed; but he
will go against the house of the evil-doers, and against those to whom they
are looking for help. 3 For the Egyptians are men, and not God; and their
horses are flesh, and not spirit: and when the Lord's hand is stretched out,
the helper and hewho is helpedwill come down together. 4For the Lord has
said to me, As a lion, or a young lion, makes an angry noise over his food,
and if a band of herdsmen come out against him, he will not be in fear of
their voices, or give up his food for their noise: so the Lord of armies will
come down to make war against Mount Zion and its hill. 5 Like birds with
outstretched wings, so will the Lord of armies be a cover to Jerusalem; he
will be a cover and salvation for it, going over it he will keep it from danger.
6Come back to himwho has been so deeply sinned against by the children of
Israel. 7For in that day theywill all give up their images of silver and of gold,
the sinwhich theymade for themselves. 8Then theAssyrianwill comedown
by the sword, but not of man; the sword, not of men, will be the cause of his
destruction: and he will go in flight from the sword, and his youngmenwill
be put to forced work. 9And his rock will come to nothing because of fear,
and his chiefs will go in flight from the flag, says the Lord, whose fire is in
Zion, and his altar in Jerusalem.

32
1 See, a king will be ruling in righteousness, and chiefs will give right

decisions. 2 And a man will be as a safe place from the wind, and a cover
from the storm; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shade of a great rock
in a waste land. 3And the eyes of those who see will not be shut, and those
who have hearing will give ear to the word. 4 The man of sudden impulses
will becomewise in heart, and hewhose tongue is slowwill get the power of
talking clearly. 5 The foolish man will no longer be named noble, and they
will not say of the false man that he is a man of honour. 6 For the foolish
man will say foolish things, having evil thoughts in his heart, working what
is unclean, and talking falsely about the Lord, to keep food from himwho is
in need of it, and water from him whose soul is desiring it. 7 The designs of
the false are evil, purposing the destruction of the poor man by false words,
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evenwhenhe is in the right. 8But thenoble-heartedmanhasnoblepurposes,
and by these he will be guided. 9Give ear to my voice, you women who are
living in comfort; give attention to my words, you daughters who have no
fear of danger. 10 In notmuchmore than a year, you, who are not looking for
evil, will be troubled: for the produce of the vine-gardenswill be cut off, and
there will be no getting in of the grapes. 11Be shaking with fear, you women
who are living in comfort; be troubled, youwhohave no fear of danger: take
off your robes and put on clothing of grief. 12Have sorrow for the fields, the
pleasingfields, the fertilevine; 13Andfor the landofmypeople,where thorns
will come up; even for all the houses of joy in the glad town. 14 For the fair
houses will have no man living in them; the town which was full of noise
will become awaste; the hill and thewatchtowerwill be unpeopled for ever,
a joy for the asses of the woods, a place of food for the flocks; 15Till the spirit
comes on us from on high, and the waste land becomes a fertile field, and
the fertile field is changed into a wood. 16 Then in the waste land there will
be an upright rule, and righteousness will have its place in the fertile field.
17And the work of righteousness will be peace; and the effect of an upright
rule will be to take away fear for ever. 18 And my people will be living in
peace, in houses where there is no fear, and in quiet resting-places. 19 But
the tall trees will come down with a great fall, and the town will be low in
a low place. 20Happy are you who are planting seed by all the waters, and
sending out the ox and the ass.

33
1 Ho! you who make waste those who did not make you waste; acting

falsely to those who were not false to you. When you have come to an end
of wasting, you will be made waste, and after your false acts, they will do
the same to you. 2O Lord, have mercy on us; for we have been waiting for
your help: be our strength every morning, our salvation in time of trouble.
3 At the loud noise the peoples have gone in flight; at your coming up the
nations have gone in all directions. 4And the goods taken in war will be got
together like themassing of young locusts; menwill be rushing on them like
the rushingof locusts. 5TheLord is liftedup; hisplace isonhigh: hehasmade
Zion full of righteousness and true religion. 6And shewill have nomore fear
of change, being full of salvation, wisdom, and knowledge: the fear of the
Lord is her wealth. 7 See, the men of war are sorrowing outside the town:
those who came looking for peace are weeping bitterly. 8 The highways are
waste, no man is journeying there: the agreement is broken, he has made
sport of the towns, he has no thought for man. 9The earth is sorrowing and
wasting away; Lebanon is put to shame and has become waste; Sharon is
like the Arabah; and in Bashan and Carmel the leaves are falling. 10Nowwill
I come forward, says the Lord; nowwill I be lifted up; nowwill my power be
seen. 11Your designs will be without profit, and their effect will be nothing:
you will be burned up by the fire of my breath. 12 And the peoples will be
like the burning of chalk: as thorns cut down, which are burned in the fire.
13Give ear, you who are far off, to what I have done: see my power, you who
are near. 14The sinners in Zion are full of fear; the haters of God are shaking
with wonder. Who among us may keep his place before the burning fire?
who among us may see the eternal burnings? 15 He whose ways are true,
andwhosewords are upright; he who gives no thought to the profits of false
acts, whose hands have not taken rewards, who will have no part in putting
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men to death, and whose eyes are shut against evil; 16He will have a place
on high: he will be safely shut in by the high rocks: his bread will be given
to him; his waters will be certain. 17Your eyes will see the king in his glory:
they will be looking on a far-stretching land. 18Your heart will give thought
to the cause of your fear: where is the scribe, where is hewhomade a record
of the payments, where is he bywhom the towerswere numbered? 19Never
again will you see the cruel people, a people whose tongue has no sense for
you; whose language is strange to you. 20 Let your eyes be resting on Zion,
the town of our holy feasts: you will see Jerusalem, a quiet resting-place, a
tent which will not be moved, whose tent-pins will never be pulled up, and
whose cordswill never be broken. 21But there the Lordwill bewith us in his
glory, ... wide rivers and streams; where no boat will go with blades, and no
fair shipwill be sailing. 22For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our law-giver,
the Lord is our king; hewill be our saviour. 23Your cords have become loose;
they were not able to make strong the support of their sails, the sail was not
stretched out: then the blind will take much property, the feeble-footed will
make division of the goods of war. 24And the men of Zion will not say, I am
ill: for its people will have forgiveness for their sin.

34
1Comenear, younations, and give ear; takenote, youpeoples: let the earth

andeverything in it give ear; theworldandall those living in it. 2For theLord
isangrywithall thenations, andhiswrath isburningagainst all theirarmies:
he has put them to the curse, he has given them to destruction. 3Their dead
bodieswill be thick on the face of the earth, and their smellwill comeup, and
themountains will be flowing with their blood, and all the hills will come to
nothing. 4And the heavenswill be rolled together like the roll of a book: and
all their armywill be gone, like a dead leaf from the vine, or a dry fruit from
the fig-tree. 5Formy sword in heaven is full of wrath: see, it is coming down
on Edom, in punishment on the people of my curse. 6The sword of the Lord
is full of blood, it is fat with the best of themeat, with the blood of lambs and
goats, with the best parts of the sheep: for the Lord has a feast in Bozrah, and
much cattle will be put to death in the land of Edom. 7And the strong oxen
will go down to death together with the smaller cattle. 8 For it is the day of
the Lord's punishment, when he gives payment for thewrongs done to Zion.
9 And its streams will be turned into boiling oil, and its dust into burning
stone, and all the land will be on fire. 10 It will not be put out day or night;
its smokewill go up for ever: it will be waste from generation to generation;
no onewill go through it for ever. 11But the birds of thewaste landwill have
their place there; it will be a heritage for the bittern and the raven: and it
will bemeasured outwith line andweight as awaste land. 12The jackalswill
be there, and her great ones will be gone; they will say, There is no longer
a kingdom there, and all her chiefs will have come to an end. 13And thorns
will come up in her fair houses, and waste plants in her strong towers: and
foxeswillmake their holes there, and itwill be ameeting-place for ostriches.
14And the beasts of thewaste placeswill come togetherwith the jackals, and
the evil spirits will be crying to one another, even the night-spirit will come
andmake her resting-place there. 15The arrowsnakewillmake her hole and
put her eggs there, and get her young together under her shade: there the
hawks will come together by twos. 16 See what is recorded in the book of
the Lord: all these will be there, not one without the other: the mouth of the
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Lord has given the order, and his spirit hasmade them come together. 17And
he has given them their heritage, and by his hand it has been measured
out to them: it will be theirs for ever, their resting-place from generation to
generation.

35
1The waste land and the dry places will be glad; the lowland will have joy

and be full of flowers. 2 It will be flowering like the rose; it will be full of
delight and songs; the gloryofLebanonwill be given to it; theprideofCarmel
and Sharon: theywill see the glory of the Lord, the power of our God. 3Make
strong the feeble hands, give support to the shaking knees. 4Say to thosewho
are full of fear, Be strong and take heart: see, yourGodwill give punishment;
the reward of Godwill come; he himself will come to be your saviour. 5Then
the eyes of the blind will see, and the ears which are stopped will be open.
6Then will the feeble-footed be jumping like a roe, and the voice which was
stopped will be loud in song: for in the waste land streams will be bursting
out, andwaters in the dry places. 7And the burning sandwill become a pool,
and thedryearthspringsofwaters: thefieldswhere thesheep take their food
will become wet land, and water-plants will take the place of grass. 8And a
highway will be there; its name will be, The Holy Way; the unclean and the
sinnermay not go over it, and thosewho go on itwill not be turned out of the
way by the foolish. 9No lion will be there, or any cruel beast; they will not
be seen there; but those for whom the Lord has given a price, 10 Even those
whom he has made free, will come back again; they will come with songs to
Zion; on their heads will be eternal joy; delight and joy will be theirs, and
sorrow and sounds of grief will be gone for ever.

36
1 And it came about in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah that Sen-

nacherib, king of Assyria, came up against all thewalled towns of Judah and
took them. 2 And the king of Assyria sent the Rab-shakeh from Lachish to
Jerusalem to King Hezekiah with a strong force, and he took up his position
by the stream of the higher pool, by the highway of the washerman's 3And
there came out to him Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, who was over the house,
and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph, the recorder. 4 And the
Rab-shakeh said to them, Say now to Hezekiah, These are the words of the
great king, the king of Assyria: In what are you placing your hope? 5You say
you have a design and strength for war, but these are only words: now to
whomare you looking for support, that youhave gone againstmyauthority?
6 See, you are basing your hope on that broken rod of Egypt, which will go
into a man's hand if he makes use of it for a support; for so is Pharaoh, king
ofEgypt, to allwhoput their faith inhim. 7And if yousay tome,Ourhope is in
theLordourGod; is itnothewhosehighplacesandaltarsHezekiahhas taken
away, saying to Judah and Jerusalem that worshipmay only be given before
this altar? 8And now, take a chance withmymaster, the king of Assyria, and
Iwill give you two thousandhorses, if you are able to put horsemenon them.
9How thenmay you put to shame the least ofmymaster's servants? and you
have put your hope in Egypt for war-carriages and horsemen: 10And have
I now come to send destruction on this land without the Lord's authority?
It was the Lord himself who said to me, Go up against this land and make it
waste. 11 Then Eliakim and Shebna and Joah said to the Rab-shakeh, Please
make use of the Aramaean language in talking to your servants, for we are
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used to it, and do not make use of the Jews' language in the hearing of the
people on the wall. 12But the Rab-shakeh said, Is it to your master or to you
thatmymasterhas sentme to say thesewords? hashenot sentme to themen
seated on thewall? for they are the peoplewhowill be short of foodwith you
when the town is shut in. 13Then the Rab-shakeh got up and saidwith a loud
voice in the Jews' language, Give ear to thewordsof the great king, thekingof
Assyria: 14This iswhat theking says: Donotbe trickedbyHezekiah, for there
is no salvation for you in him. 15And do not let Hezekiahmake you put your
faith in the Lord, saying, The Lord will certainly keep us safe, and this town
will not be given into the hands of the king of Assyria. 16Do not give ear to
Hezekiah, for this is what the king of Assyria says, Make peace withme, and
come out to me; and everyone will be free to take the fruit of his vine and of
his fig-tree, and the water of his spring; 17Till I come and take you away to a
land like yours, a land of grain and wine, a land of bread and vine-gardens.
18Give no attention to Hezekiah when he says to you, The Lord will keep us
safe. Has any one of the gods of the nations kept his land from falling into
the hands of the king of Assyria? 19Where are the gods of Hamath and of
Arpad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim? where are the gods of Samaria?
and have they kept Samaria out of my hand? 20Who among all the gods of
these countries have kept their country from falling into my hand, to give
cause for the thought that the Lord will keep Jerusalem from falling into my
hand? 21 But they kept quiet and gave him no answer: for the king's order
was, Give him no answer. 22Then Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, who was over
the house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph, the recorder,
came to Hezekiah with their clothing parted as a sign of grief, and gave him
an account of what the Rab-shakeh had said.

37
1 And on hearing it Hezekiah took off his robe and put on haircloth and

went into the house of the Lord. 2 And he sent Eliakim, who was over the
house, and Shebna the scribe, and the chief priests, dressed in haircloth, to
Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz. 3And they said to him, Hezekiah says,
This day is a day of trouble and punishment and shame: for the children are
ready to come to birth, but there is no strength to give birth to them. 4 It may
be that theLordyourGodwill give ear to thewords of theRab-shakeh,whom
the king of Assyria, his master, has sent to say evil things against the living
God, and will make his words come to nothing: so make your prayer for the
rest of the people. 5 So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 6And
Isaiah said to them, This iswhat you are to say to yourmaster: The Lord says,
Be not troubled by the words which the servants of the king of Assyria have
said against me in your hearing. 7 See, I will put a spirit into him, and bad
news will come to his ears, and he will go back to his land; and there I will
have himput to death. 8So theRab-shakehwent back, andwhenhe got there
the king of Assyria was making war against Libnah: for it had come to his
ears that the king of Assyria had gone away from Lachish. 9Andwhen news
came to him that Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, had made an attack on him, ...
Andhesent representatives toHezekiah, kingof Judah, saying, 10This iswhat
you are to say to Hezekiah, king of Judah: Let not your God, in whom is your
faith, give youa falsehope, saying, Jerusalemwill not be given into thehands
of the king of Assyria. 11Nodoubt the story has come to your ears ofwhat the
kings of Assyria have done to all lands, putting them to the curse: and will
youbekept safe from their fate? 12Did the gods of thenations keep safe those
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onwhommy fathers sent destruction, GozanandHaranandRezeph, and the
children of Edenwhowere in Telassar? 13Where is the king of Hamath, and
thekingofArpad, and thekingof the townof Sepharvaim, ofHena, and Ivva?
14And Hezekiah took the letter from the hands of those who had come with
it; and after reading it, Hezekiah went up to the house of the Lord, opening
the letter there before the Lord, 15And he made prayer to the Lord, saying,
16O Lord of armies, the God of Israel, seated between the winged ones, you
only are theGod of all the kingdoms of the earth; you havemade heaven and
earth. 17Let your ear be turned to us, O Lord; let your eyes be open, O Lord,
and see: take note of all the words of Sennacherib who has sent men to say
evil against the living God. 18 Truly, O Lord, the kings of Assyria have made
waste all the nations and their lands, 19And have given their gods to the fire:
for theywere no gods, but wood and stone, thework ofmen's hands; so they
have given them todestruction. 20But now,OLord ourGod, give us salvation
fromhishand, so that itmaybeclear toall thekingdomsof theearth that you,
and you only, are the Lord. 21Then Isaiah, the son of Amoz, sent toHezekiah,
saying, The Lord, the God of Israel, says, The prayer you have made to me
against Sennacherib, king ofAssyria, has come tomyears. 22This is theword
which the Lord has said about him: In the eyes of the virgin daughter of Zion
you are shamed and laughed at; the daughter of Jerusalem has made sport
of you. 23 Against whom have you said evil and bitter things? and against
whom has your voice been loud and your eyes lifted up? even against the
HolyOneof Israel. 24Youhave sent your servantswith evilwords against the
Lord, and have said, With all my war-carriages I have come up to the top of
themountains, to the inmost parts of Lebanon; and its tall cedars will be cut
down, and the best trees of its woods: I will come up into his highest places,
into his thickwoods. 25 I havemadewater-holes and taken their waters, and
with my foot I have made all the rivers of Egypt dry. 26Has it not come to
your ears how I did it long before, purposing it in times long past? Now I
have given effect to my design, so that by you strong towns might be turned
into masses of broken walls. 27 This is why their townsmen had no power,
theywere broken and put to shame; theywere like the grass of the field, or a
greenplant; like the grass on thehouse-tops,which a coldwindmakeswaste.
28But I haveknowledgeof your gettingupandyour resting, of your goingout
and your coming in. 29Because your wrath against me and your pride have
come to my ears, I will put my hook in your nose and my cord in your lips,
and Iwill make you go back by theway you came. 30And this will be the sign
to you: you will get your food this year from what comes up of itself, and in
the second year from the produce of the same; and in the third year youwill
put in your seed, and get in the grain, and make vine-gardens, and take of
their fruit. 31And those of Judah who are still living will again take root in
the earth, and give fruit. 32 For from Jerusalem those who have been kept
safe will go out, and those who are still living will go out of Mount Zion: by
the fixed purpose of the Lord of armies this will be done. 33 For this cause
the Lord says about the king of Assyria, He will not come into this town, or
send an arrow against it; he will not come before it with arms, or put up an
earthwork against it. 34By the way he came he will go back, and he will not
get into this town. 35For Iwill keep this town safe, formyhonour, and for the
honour ofmy servant David. 36And the angel of the Lordwent out and put to
death in the army of the Assyrians a hundred and eighty-five thousandmen:
and when the people got up early in the morning, there was nothing to be
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seen but dead bodies. 37Sennacherib, king of Assyria, went back to his place
at Nineveh. 38And it came about, when he was worshipping in the house of
Nisroch his god, that his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer put him to death
with the sword, and they went in flight into the land of Ararat. And Esar-
haddon, his son, became king in his place.

38
1 In those days Hezekiah was ill and near death. And Isaiah the prophet,

the son of Amoz, came to him, and said to him, The Lord says, Put your house
in order; for your death is near. 2And Hezekiah, turning his face to the wall,
made his prayer to the Lord, saying, 3O Lord, keep inmind how I have been
true to you with all my heart, and have done what is good in your eyes. And
Hezekiah gave way to bitter weeping. 4 Then the word of the Lord came to
Isaiah, saying, 5 Go to Hezekiah, and say, The Lord, the God of David, your
father, says, Your prayer has come tomy ears, and I have seen yourweeping:
see, I will give you fifteen more years of life. 6And I will keep you and this
town safe from the hands of the king of Assyria: and I will keep watch over
this town. 7And Isaiah said, This is the sign theLordwill give you, that hewill
dowhat he has said: 8See, Iwillmake the shadewhich has gone downon the
steps of Ahazwith the sun, go back ten steps. So the shadewent back the ten
steps by which it had gone down. 9 The writing of Hezekiah, king of Judah,
after he had been ill, and had got better from his disease. 10 I said, In the
quiet of my days I am going down into the underworld: the rest of my years
are being taken away fromme. 11 I said, I will not see the Lord, even the Lord
in the land of the living: I will not seeman again or those living in theworld.
12My resting-place is pulled up and taken away from me like a herdsman's
tent: my life is rolled up like a linen-worker's thread; I am cut off from the
cloth on the frame: from day even to night you give me up to pain. 13 I am
crying out with pain till the morning; it is as if a lion was crushing all my
bones. 14 Imakecries likeabird; I giveout soundsofgrief likeadove: myeyes
are looking up with desire; O Lord, I am crushed, take upmy cause. 15What
am I to say? seeing that it is he who has done it: all my time of sleeping I am
turning from side to side without rest. 16O Lord, for this cause I amwaiting
for you, give rest to my spirit: make me well again, and let me come back to
life. 17 See, in place of peace my soul had bitter sorrow. but you have kept
back my soul from the underworld; for you have put all my sins out of your
memory. 18For the underworld is not able to give youpraise, death gives you
no honour: for those who go down into the underworld there is no hope in
your mercy. 19The living, the living man, he will give you praise, as I do this
day: the father will give the story of your mercy to his children. 20O Lord,
quickly be my saviour; so we will make my songs to corded instruments all
thedaysof our lives in thehouseof theLord. 21And Isaiah said, Let themtake
a cake of figs, and put it on the diseased place, and he will get well. 22 And
Hezekiah said, What is the sign that I will go up to the house of the Lord?

39
1At that timeMerodach-baladan, the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent

letterswith an offering toHezekiah, because he had news thatHezekiah had
been ill, and was well again. 2And Hezekiah was glad at their coming, and
let them see all his store of wealth, the silver and the gold and the spices and
the oil, and all the house of his arms, and everything there was in his stores:
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there was nothing in all his house or his kingdomwhich he did not let them
see. 3Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah, and said to him,What
did thesemen say, andwhere did they come from? AndHezekiah said, They
came from a far country, even from Babylon. 4And he said, What have they
seen in your house? And Hezekiah said in answer, They saw everything in
my house: there is nothing among my stores which I did not let them see.
5 Then said Isaiah to Hezekiah, Give ear to the word of the Lord of armies:
6 Truly, the days are coming when everything in your house, and whatever
your fathers have put in store till this day, will be taken away to Babylon: all
will be gone. 7And your sons, even your offspring, will they take away to be
unsexed servants in the house of the king of Babylon. 8 Then said Hezekiah
to Isaiah, Good is the word of the Lord which you have said. And he said in
his heart, There will be peace and quiet in my days.

40
1Give comfort, give comfort, tomypeople, says yourGod. 2Say kindwords

to the heart of Jerusalem, crying out to her that her time of trouble is ended,
that her punishment is complete; that she has been rewarded by the Lord's
hand twice over for all her sins. 3A voice of one crying, Make ready in the
waste land the way of the Lord, make level in the lowland a highway for our
God. 4 Let every valley be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made
low, and let the rough places become level, and the hilltops become a valley,
5And the glory of the Lordwill bemade clear, and all fleshwill see it together,
for themouth of the Lord has said it. 6A voice of one saying, Give a cry! And
I said, What is my cry to be? All flesh is grass, and all its strength like the
flower of the field. 7 The grass becomes dry, the flower is dead; because the
breath of the Lord goes over it: truly the people is grass. 8The grass is dry, the
flower is dead; but the word of our God is eternal. 9Youwho give good news
to Zion, get up into thehighmountain; youwhogive goodnews to Jerusalem,
let your voice be strong; let it be sounding without fear; say to the towns of
Judah, See, your God! 10 See, the Lord God will come as a strong one, ruling
in power: see, thosemade free by him arewith him, and those whomhe has
made safe go before him. 11 He will give food to his flock like a keeper of
sheep; with his arm he will get it together, and will take up the lambs on his
breast, gently guiding thosewhich arewith young. 12 In the hollow ofwhose
hand have the waters been measured? and who is able to take the heavens
in his stretched-out fingers? who has got together the dust of the earth in a
measure? whohas taken theweight of themountains, orput thehills into the
scales? 13By whom has the spirit of the Lord been guided, or who has been
his teacher? 14Who gave him suggestions, and made clear to him the right
way? who gave him knowledge, guiding him in the way of wisdom? 15 See,
the nations are to him like a drop hanging from a bucket, and like the small
dust in the scales: he takes up the islands like small dust. 16And Lebanon is
not enough tomake a fire with, or all its cattle enough for a burned offering.
17All the nations are as nothing before him; even less than nothing, a thing
of no value. 18Whom then is God like, in your opinion? or what will you put
forward as a comparison with him? 19 The workman makes an image, and
the gold-worker puts gold plates over it, andmakes silver bands for it. 20The
wise workmanmakes selection of the mulberry-tree of the offering, a wood
which will not become soft; so that the image may be fixed to it and not be
moved. 21Have you no knowledge of it? has it not come to your ears? has
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not news of it been given to you from the first? has it not been clear to you
from the timewhen the earthwas placed on its base? 22 It is hewho is seated
over the arch of the earth, and the people in it are as small as locusts; by him
the heavens are stretched out like an arch, and made ready like a tent for
a living-place. 23He makes rulers come to nothing; the judges of the earth
are of no value. 24They have only now been planted, and their seed put into
the earth, and they have only now taken root, when he sends out his breath
over them and they become dry, and the storm-wind takes them away like
dry grass. 25Who then seems to you to bemy equal? says theHolyOne. 26Let
your eyes be lifted up on high, and see: who has made these? He who sends
out their numbered army: who has knowledge of all their names: by whose
great strength, because he is strong in power, all of them are in their places.
27Why do you say, O Jacob, suchwords as these, O Israel, The Lord's eyes are
not on my way, and my God gives no attention to my cause? 28Have you no
knowledge of it? has it not come to your ears? The eternal God, the Lord, the
Maker of the ends of the earth, is never feeble or tired; there is no searching
out of his wisdom. 29He gives power to the feeble, increasing the strength of
him who has no force. 30Even the young men will become feeble and tired,
and the best of themwill come to the endof his strength; 31But thosewhoare
waiting for the Lord will have new strength; they will get wings like eagles:
running, they will not be tired, and walking, they will have no weariness.

41
1Comequietlybeforeme,Osea-lands, and let thepeoples get together their

strength: let them come near; then let them saywhat they have to say: let us
put forward our cause against one another. 2 Who sent out from the east
one who is right wherever he goes? he gives the nations into his hands, and
makes him ruler over kings; he gives them as the dust to his sword, as dry
stems before the wind to his bow. 3He goes after them safely, not touching
the road with his feet. 4 Whose purpose and work was it? His who sent
out the generations from the start. I the Lord, the first, and with the last, I
am he. 5 The sea-lands saw it, and were in fear; the ends of the earth were
shaking: they came near. 6 They gave help everyone to his neighbour; and
everyone said to his brother, Take heart! 7 So the metal-worker put heart
into the gold-worker, and he who was hammering the metal smooth said
kind words to the iron-worker, saying of the plate, It is ready: and he put
it together with nails, so that there might be no slipping. 8 But as for you,
Israel, my servant, and you, Jacob, whom I have taken for myself, the seed
of Abrahammy friend: 9You whom I have taken from the ends of the earth,
and sent for from its farthest parts, saying to you, You aremy servant, whom
I have taken for myself, and whom I have not given up: 10Have no fear, for
I am with you; do not be looking about in trouble, for I am your God; I will
give you strength, yes, I will be your helper; yes, my true right hand will be
your support. 11 Truly, all those who are angry with you will be made low
and put to shame: those desiring to do you wrong will come to nothing and
never again be seen. 12Youwillmake search for your haters but theywill not
be there; thosewhomakewaragainst youwill be asnothingandwill come to
destruction. 13For I, the Lord your God, have taken your right hand inmine,
saying to you, Have no fear; I will be your helper. 14Have no fear, you worm
Jacob, and you men of Israel; I will be your helper, says the Lord, even he
who takes up your cause, the Holy One of Israel. 15 See, I will make you like
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a new grain-crushing instrument with teeth, crushing the mountains small,
andmaking the hills like dry stems. 16Youwill send thewind over them, and
it will take them away; they will go in all directions before the storm-wind:
you will have joy in the Lord, and be glad in the Holy One of Israel. 17 The
poor and crushed are looking for water where no water is, and their tongue
is dry for need of it: I the Lordwill give ear to their prayer, I the God of Israel
will not give them up. 18 I will make rivers on the dry mountain-tops, and
fountains in the valleys: I will make the waste land a pool of water, and the
dry land springs of water. 19 I will put in thewaste land the cedar, the acacia,
themyrtle, and the olive-tree; and in the lowlandwill be planted the fir-tree,
the plane, and the cypress together: 20 So that they may see and be wise and
give their mind to it, and that it may be clear to them all that the hand of the
Lordhasdone this, and that theHolyOneof Israel hasmade it. 21Put forward
your cause, says the Lord; let your strong argument come out, says the King
of Jacob. 22Let the future bemade clear to us: give us news of the past things,
so thatwemay give thought to them; or of the things to come, so thatwemay
see if they are true. 23Give us word of what will be after this, so that wemay
be certain that you are gods: yes, do good or do evil, so that we may all see
it and be surprised. 24 But you are nothing, and your work is of no value:
foolish is hewho takes you for his gods. 25 I have sent for one from the north,
and from the dawn he has come; in my name he will get rulers together and
go against them; they will be like dust, even as the wet earth is stamped on
by the feet of the potter. 26Who has given knowledge of it from the first, so
thatwemaybe certain of it? and from the start, so thatwemay say, Hisword
is true? There is no one who gives news, or says anything, or who gives ear
to your words. 27 I was the first to give word of it to Zion, and I gave the good
news to Jerusalem. 28And I saw that there was no man, even no wise man
among them, who might give an answer to my questions. 29 Truly they are
all nothing, their works are nothing and of no value: their metal images are
of nomore use than wind.

42
1 See my servant, whom I am supporting, my loved one, in whom I take

delight: I have put my spirit on him; he will give the knowledge of the true
God to the nations. 2 He will make no cry, his voice will not be loud: his
words will not come to men's ears in the streets. 3He will not let a crushed
stem be quite broken, and he will not let a feebly burning light be put out:
he will go on sending out the true word to the peoples. 4His light will not
be put out, and he will not be crushed, till he has given the knowledge of
the true God to the earth, and the sea-lands will be waiting for his teaching.
5God the Lord, evenhewhomade the heavens,measuring themout onhigh;
stretching out the earth, and giving its produce; he who gives breath to the
people on it, and life to thosewho go about on it, says: 6 I the Lord havemade
you the vessel of my purpose, I have taken you by the hand, and kept you
safe, and I have given you to be an agreement to the people, and a light to
the nations: 7 To give eyes to the blind, to make free the prisoners from the
prison, to let out thosewho are shut up in the dark. 8 I am the Lord; that ismy
name: I will not give my glory to another, or my praise to pictured images.
9 See, the things said before have come about, and now I give word of new
things: before they come I give you news of them. 10Make a new song to the
Lord, and let his praise be sounded from the end of the earth; you who go
down to the sea, and everything in it, the sea-lands and their people. 11 Let
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the waste land and its flocks be glad, the tent-circles of Kedar; let the people
of the rock give a glad cry, from the top of the mountains let them make a
sound of joy. 12 Let them give glory to the Lord, sounding his praise in the
sea-lands. 13The Lordwill go out as aman of war, he will bemoved to wrath
like a fighting-man: his voicewill be strong, hewill give a loud cry; hewill go
against his attackers like a man of war. 14 I have long been quiet, I have kept
myself in and done nothing: now Iwill make sounds of pain like awoman in
childbirth, breathing hard and quickly. 15 I will make waste mountains and
hills, dryingupall their plants; and Iwillmake rivers dry, andpools dry land.
16And Iwill take the blindby awayofwhich theyhadnoknowledge, guiding
themby roads strange to them: Iwillmake the dark places light before them,
and the rough places level. These things will I do and will not give them
up. 17 They will be turned back and be greatly shamed who put their hope
in pictured images, who say to metal images, You are our gods. 18Give ear,
you whose ears are shut; and let your eyes be open, you blind, so that you
may see. 19Who is blind, but my servant? who has his ears stopped, but he
whom I send? who is blind as my true one, or who has his ears shut like the
Lord's servant? 20 Seeing much, but keeping nothing in mind; his ears are
open, but there is no hearing. 21 It was the Lord's pleasure, because of his
righteousness, to make the teaching great and give it honour. 22 But this is
a people whose property has been taken away from them by force; they are
all taken in holes, and shut up in prisons: they are made prisoners, and no
one makes them free; they are taken by force and no one says, Give them
back. 23Who is there among you who will give ear to this? who will give
attention to it for the time to come? 24Who gave up Jacob to those who took
away his goods, and Israel to his attackers? Did not the Lord? he against
whom they did wrong, and in whose ways they would not go, turning away
fromhis teaching. 25For this reason he let loose on him the heat of hiswrath,
and his strengthwas like a flame; and it put fire round about him, but he did
not see it; he was burned, but did not take it to heart.

43
1But now, says the Lord your Maker, O Jacob, and your life-giver, O Israel:

have no fear, for I have taken up your cause; naming you by your name, I
have made you mine. 2When you go through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they will not go over you: when you go through the
fire, youwill not be burned; and theflamewill havenopower over you. 3For
I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your saviour; I have given
Egypt as a price for you, Ethiopia and Seba for you. 4Because of your value
in my eyes, you have been honoured, and loved by me; so I will give men
for you, and peoples for your life. 5Have no fear, for I am with you: I will
take your seed from the east, and get you together from the west; 6 I will say
to the north, Give them up; and to the south, Do not keep them back; send
back my sons from far, and my daughters from the end of the earth; 7Every
one who is named by my name, and whom I have made for my glory, who
has been formed and designed byme. 8 Send out the blind people who have
eyes, and those who have ears, but they are shut. 9 Let all the nations come
together, and let thepeoplesbepresent: whoamong themis able tomake this
clear, and give us word of earlier things? let their witnesses come forward,
so that they may be seen to be true, and that they may give ear, and say, It is
true. 10 You are my witnesses, says the Lord, and my servant whom I have
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taken for myself: so that you may see and have faith in me, and that it may
be clear to you that I am he; before me there was no God formed, and there
will not be afterme. 11 I, even I, am the Lord; and there is no saviour butme.
12 I gave the word, and made it clear, and there was no strange god among
you: for this reason you are my witnesses, says the Lord. 13 From time long
past I am God, and from this day I am he: there is no one who is able to take
you out of my hand: when I undertake a thing, by whomwill my purpose be
changed? 14 The Lord, who has taken up your cause, the Holy One of Israel,
says, Because of you I have sent to Babylon, and made all their seers come
south, and the Chaldaeans whose cry is in the ships. 15 I am the Lord, your
Holy One, theMaker of Israel, your King. 16This is theword of the Lord, who
makes a way in the sea, and a road through the deep waters; 17Who sends
out the war-carriages and the horses, the army with all its force; they have
come down, they will not get up again; like a feebly burning light they are
put out. 18Give no thought to the thingswhich are past; let the early times go
out of your minds. 19 See, I am doing a new thing; now it is starting; will you
not take note of it? Iwill evenmake away in thewaste land, and rivers in the
dry country. 20The beasts of the fieldwill givemehonour, the jackals and the
ostriches: because I send out waters in the waste land, and rivers in the dry
country, to givedrink to thepeoplewhomIhave taken formyself: 21Even the
people whom Imade to be the witnesses of my praise. 22But you havemade
no prayer to me, O Jacob: and you have given no thought to me, O Israel.
23Youhavenotmademeburnedofferings of sheep, or givenmehonourwith
your offerings of beasts; I did not make you servants to give me an offering,
and I did notmake you tiredwith requests for perfumes. 24You have not got
me sweet-smelling plants with your money, or given me pleasure with the
fat of your offerings: but you have made me a servant to your sins, and you
havemademe tiredwith your evil doings. 25 I, even I, amhewho takes away
your sins; and I will no longer keep your evil doings in mind. 26 Put me in
mind of this; let us take up the cause between us: put forward your cause, so
that you may be seen to be in the right. 27Your first father was a sinner, and
your guides have gone against my word. 28 Your chiefs have made my holy
place unclean, so I havemade Jacob a curse, and Israel a thing of shame.

44
1And now, give ear, O Jacobmy servant, and Israel whom I have taken for

myself: 2 The Lord who made you, forming you in your mother's body, the
Lord, your helper, says, Have no fear, O Jacobmy servant, and you, Jeshurun,
whom I have taken for myself. 3For I will send water on the land needing it,
and streams on the dry earth: I will let my spirit come down on your seed,
and my blessing on your offspring. 4 And they will come up like grass in
a well-watered field, like water-plants by the streams. 5 One will say, I am
the Lord's; and another will give himself the name, Jacob; another will put a
mark on his hand, I am the Lord's, and another will take the name of Israel
for himself. 6 The Lord, the King of Israel, even the Lord of armies who has
taken up his cause, says, I am the first and the last, and there is no God but
me. 7 If there is one like me, let him come forward and say it, let him make
it clear and put it in order before me: who has made clear in the past the
things to come? let himmake clear the future tome. 8Haveno fear, be strong
in heart; have I not made it clear to you in the past, and let you see it? and
you aremywitnesses. Is there any God but me, or a Rock of whom I have no
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knowledge? 9 Those who make a pictured image are all of them as nothing,
and the things of their desire will be of no profit to them: and their servants
see not, and have no knowledge; so they will be put to shame. 10Whoever
makes a god, makes nothing but a metal image in which there is no profit.
11Truly, all those whomake use of secret arts will be put to shame, and their
words of power are only words of men: let them all come forward together;
theywill all be in fear and be put to shame. 12The iron-worker is heating the
metal in the fire, giving it form with his hammers, and working on it with
his strong arm: then for need of food his strength gives way, and for need
of water he becomes feeble. 13 The woodworker is measuring out the wood
withhis line,marking it outwithhis pencil: after smoothing itwithhis plane,
and making circles on it with his instrument, he gives it the form and glory
of aman, so that it may be placed in the house. 14He has cedars cut down for
himself, he takes an oak and lets it get strong among the trees of thewood; he
has anash-tree planted, and the rain gives it growth. 15Then itwill beused to
make a fire, so that amanmay get warm; he has the oven heated with it and
makes bread: hemakes a godwith it, to which he gives worship: hemakes a
pictured image out of it, and goes downonhis face before it. 16With part of it
hemakes a fire, and on the fire he getsmeat cooked and takes a full meal: he
makes himself warm, and says, Aha! I amwarm, I have seen the fire: 17And
the rest of it he makes into a god, even his pictured image: he goes down on
his face before it, givingworship to it, andmaking prayer to it, saying, Bemy
saviour; for you are my god. 18 They have no knowledge or wisdom; for he
has put a veil over their eyes, so that theymaynot see; and on their hearts, so
that theymaynot give attention. 19Andnoone takesnote, noonehas enough
knowledge or wisdom to say, I have put part of it in the fire, andmade bread
on it; I have had ameal of the flesh cookedwith it: and am I now tomake the
rest of it into a false god? am I to go down on my face before a bit of wood?
20As for him whose food is the dust of a dead fire, he has been turned from
thewayby a twistedmind, so that he is unable to keephimself safe by saying,
What I have here in my hand is false. 21Keep these things in mind, O Jacob;
and you Israel, for you aremy servant: I havemade you; you aremy servant;
O Israel, I will not let you go out ofmymemory. 22 I have put your evil doings
out ofmymind like a thick cloud, and your sins like amist: come back tome;
for I have taken up your cause. 23Make a song, O heavens, for the Lord has
done it: give a loud cry, you deep parts of the earth: let your voices be loud
in song, youmountains, and you woods with all your trees: for the Lord has
taken up the cause of Jacob, and will let his glory be seen in Israel. 24 The
Lord, who has taken up your cause, and who gave you life in your mother's
body, says, I am the Lordwhomakes all things; stretching out the heavens by
myself, and giving the earth its limits; who was with me? 25Whomakes the
signs of thosewho giveword of the future come tonothing, so that thosewho
have knowledge of secret arts go off their heads; turning thewisemen back,
andmaking their knowledge foolish: 26Whomakes theword of his servants
certain, and gives effect to the purposes of his representatives; who says of
Jerusalem,Her peoplewill comeback to her; and of the towns of Judah, Iwill
give orders for their building, and will make her waste places fertile again:
27Who says to the deep, Be dry, and I will make your rivers dry: 28Who says
of Cyrus, Hewill take care ofmy sheep, andwill do allmypleasure: who says
of Jerusalem, I will give the word for your building; and of the Temple, Your
bases will be put in place.
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45
1The Lord says to theman of his selection, to Cyrus, whom I have taken by

the right hand, putting down nations before him, and taking away the arms
of kings; making the doors open before him, so that the ways into the towns
may not be shut; 2 I will go before you, and make the rough places level: the
doors of brass will be broken, and the iron rods cut in two: 3And I will give
you the stores of the dark, and thewealth of secret places, so that youmay be
certain that I am the Lord, who gave you your name, even the God of Israel.
4 Because of Jacob my servant, and Israel whom I have taken for myself, I
have sent for you by name, giving you a name of honour, though you had
no knowledge of me. 5 I am the Lord, and there is no other; there is no God
but me: I will make you ready for war, though you had no knowledge of me:
6 So that they may see from the east and from the west that there is no God
but me: I am the Lord, and there is no other. 7 I am the giver of light and
themaker of the dark; causing blessing, and sending troubles; I am the Lord,
who does all these things. 8 Let righteousness come down, O heavens, from
onhigh, and let the sky send it down like rain: let the earthbeopen to give the
fruit of salvation, causing righteousness to come up with it; I the Lord have
made it come about. 9Cursed is hewho has an argument with hisMaker, the
pot which has an argument with the Potter! Will the wet earth say to him
who is working with it, What are you doing, that your work has nothing by
which it may be gripped? 10 Cursed is he who says to a father, To what are
you giving life? or to a woman, What are you in birth-pains with? 11 The
Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, says, Will you put a question to
me about the things which are to come, or will you giveme orders about my
sons, and the work of my hands? 12 I have made the earth, forming man on
it: bymy hands the heavens have been stretched out, and all the stars put in
their ordered places. 13 I have sent him out to overcome the nations, and I
will make all his ways straight: I will give him thework of buildingmy town,
andhewill letmyprisoners go free,without price or reward, says theLordof
armies. 14The Lord says, Theworkmen of Egypt, and the traders of Ethiopia,
and the tall Sabaeans, will come over the sea to you, and they will be yours;
they will go after you; in chains they will come over: and they will go down
on their faces before you, and will make prayer to you, saying, Truly, God is
among you; and there is no other God. 15 Truly, you have a secret God, the
God of Israel is a Saviour! 16 All those who have gone against him will be
put to shame; the makers of images will be made low. 17 But the Lord will
make Israel free with an eternal salvation: you will not be put to shame or
made low for ever and ever. 18For this is theword of the Lordwhomade the
heavens; he is God; the maker and designer of the earth; whomade it not to
be awaste, but as a living-place forman: I am the Lord, and there is no other.
19 I have not givenmyword in secret, in a place in the underworld; I did not
say to the seedof Jacob, Go intoawaste land tomake request ofme: I theLord
saywhat is true,myword is righteousness. 20Come together, evencomenear,
you nations who are still living: they have no knowledge who take up their
image of wood, and make prayer to a god in whom is no salvation. 21 Give
the word, put forward your cause, let us have a discussion together: who
has given news of this in the past? whomade it clear in early times? did not
I, the Lord? and there is no God butme; a true God and a saviour; there is no
other. 22Let your hearts be turned to me, so that youmay have salvation, all
the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is no other. 23Bymyself have I
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takenanoath, a truewordhas gone frommymouth, andwill not be changed,
that tomeeverykneewill bebent, and every tonguewill givehonour. 24Only
in the Lord will Jacob overcome and be strong: together all those who were
angry with himwill be put to shame and come to destruction. 25 In the Lord
will all the seed of Israel get their rights, and they will give glory to him.

46
1 Bel is bent down, Nebo is falling; their images are on the beasts and on

the cattle: the thingswhich you took about have becomeaweight to the tired
beast. 2They are bent down, they are falling together: they were not able to
keep their images safe, but they themselves have been taken prisoner. 3Give
ear tome, O family of Jacob, and all the rest of the people of Israel, who have
been supported by me from their birth, and have been my care from their
earliest days: 4Even when you are old I will be the same, and when you are
grey-haired Iwill take care of you: I will still be responsible forwhat Imade;
yes, I will take you and keep you safe. 5Who in your eyes is my equal? or
what comparison will you make with me? 6As for those who take gold out
of a bag, and put silver in the scales, they give payment to a gold-worker, to
make it into a god; they go down on their faces and give it worship. 7 They
put him on their backs, and take himup, and put him in his fixed place, from
which hemaynot bemoved; if aman gives a cry for help to him, he is unable
to give an answer, or get him out of his trouble. 8Keep this in mind and be
shamed; let it comeback to yourmemory, you sinners. 9Let the thingswhich
are past come to yourmemory: for I amGod, and there is no other; I amGod,
and there is no one like me; 10Making clear from the first what is to come,
and frompast times the thingswhich have not so far come about; saying,My
purpose is fixed, and I will do all my pleasure; 11Sending for a bird of strong
flight from the east, the man of my purpose from a far country; I have said
it, and I will give effect to it; the thing designed bymewill certainly be done.
12Give ear tome, you feeble-hearted,whohaveno faith inmy righteousness:
13My righteousness is near, it is not far off; salvation will come quickly; and
I will make Zion free, and give Israel my glory.

47
1Come and take your seat in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon; come

down from your seat of power, and take your place on the earth, O daughter
of the Chaldaeans: for you will never again seem soft and delicate. 2 Take
the crushing-stones and get the meal crushed: take off your veil, put away
your robe, let your legs be uncovered, go through the rivers. 3The shame of
your unclothed conditionwill be seen by all: I will give punishment without
mercy, 4Says theLordwho takesupour cause; theLordof armies ishisname,
the Holy One of Israel. 5Be seated in the dark without a word, O daughter of
the Chaldaeans: for youwill no longer benamed, TheQueenofKingdoms. 6 I
was angry with my people, I put shame on my heritage, and gave them into
your hands: you had no mercy on them; you put a cruel yoke on those who
were old; 7Andyou said, Iwill be a queen for ever: you did not give attention
to these things, and did not keep in mind what would come after. 8 So now
takenote of this, youwhoare givenup topleasure, livingwithout fear of evil,
saying inyourheart, I am, and there isnoone likeme; Iwillneverbeawidow,
or havemy children taken fromme. 9But these two things will come on you
suddenly in one day, the loss of children and of husband: in full measure
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they will come on you, for all your secret arts, and all your wonders. 10 For
you had faith in your evil-doing; you said, No one sees me; by your wisdom
and knowledge you have been turned out of the way: and you have said in
your heart, I am, and there is no other. 11 Because of this evil will come on
you, whichmay not be turned away for any price: and trouble will overtake
you, fromwhich nomoneywill give salvation: destructionwill come on you
suddenly, without your knowledge. 12Go on now with your secret arts, and
all your wonder-working, to which you have given yourself up from your
earliest days; it may be that they will be of profit to you, or by them youmay
put fear into your attackers. 13But your mind is troubled by the number of
your guides: let them now come forward for your salvation: the measurers
of the heavens, the watchers of the stars, and those who are able to say from
month to month what things are coming on you. 14Truly, they have become
like dry stems, they have been burned in the fire; they are not able to keep
themselves safe from the power of the flame: it is not a coal for warming
them, or a fire by which a man may be seated. 15 Small profit have you had
fromthosewho, fromyourearliest days, got greatprofitoutof you; theyhave
gone in flight, every one straight before him, and you have no saviour.

48
1 Give ear to this, O family of Jacob, you who are named by the name of

Israel, and have come out of the body of Judah; who take oaths by the name
of the Lord, andmake use of the name of the God of Israel, but not truly and
not in good faith. 2For they say that they are of the holy town, and put their
faith in the God of Israel: the Lord of armies is his name. 3 I gaveword in the
past of the things which came about; they came frommymouth, and Imade
them clear: suddenly I did them, and they came about. 4Because I saw that
your heart was hard, and that your neck was an iron cord, and your brow
brass; 5 For this reason I made it clear to you in the past, before it came I
gave youword of it: for fear that youmight say, My god did these things, and
my pictured and metal images made them come about. 6 All this has come
to your ears and you have seen it; will you not give witness to it? I am now
makingclearnewthings, even secret things, ofwhichyouhadnoknowledge.
7They have only now been effected, and not in the past: and before this day
they had not come to your ears; for fear that youmight say, I had knowledge
of them. 8Truly you had noword of them, no knowledge of them; no news of
them in the past had come to your ears; because I saw how false was your
behaviour, and that your heart was turned against me from your earliest
days. 9 Because of my name I will put away my wrath, and for my praise
I will keep myself from cutting you off. 10 See, I have been testing you for
myself like silver; I have put you through the fire of trouble. 11 For myself,
even because of my name, I will do it; for I will not let my name be shamed;
andmyglory Iwill not give to another. 12Give ear tome, Jacob, and Israel,my
loved one; I amhe, I am the first and I am the last. 13Yes, bymy handwas the
earth placed on its base, and by my right hand the heavens were stretched
out; at my word they take up their places. 14 Come together, all of you, and
give ear; who among you has given news of these things? the Lord's loved
one will do his pleasure with Babylon, and with the seed of the Chaldaeans.
15 I, even I, have given the word; I have sent for him: I havemade him come,
and have given effect to his undertakings. 16 Come near to me, and give ear
to this; from the start I did not keep it secret; from the time of its coming into
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existence I was there: and now the Lord God has sent me, and given me his
spirit. 17 The Lord who takes up your cause, the Holy One of Israel, says, I
am the Lord your God, who is teaching you for your profit, guiding you by
the way in which you are to go. 18 If only you had given ear to my orders,
then your peace would have been like a river, and your righteousness as
the waves of the sea: 19 Your seed would have been like the sand, and your
offspring like the dust: your name would not be cut off or come to an end
before me. 20Go out of Babylon, go in flight from the Chaldaeans; with the
sound of song make it clear, give the news, let the word go out even to the
end of the earth: say, The Lord has taken up the cause of his servant Jacob.
21They had no need of water when he was guiding them through the waste
lands: he made water come out of the rock for them: the rock was parted
and the waters came flowing out. 22There is no peace, says the Lord, for the
evil-doers.

49
1Give ear, O sea-lands, to me; and take note, you peoples from far: I have

been marked out by the Lord from the first; when I was still in my mother's
body, he had my name in mind: 2And he has made my mouth like a sharp
sword, in the shade of his hand he has kept me; and he has made me like
a polished arrow, keeping me in his secret place; 3 And he said to me, You
are my servant, Israel, in whom my glory will be seen; 4 And I said, I have
undergone weariness for nothing, I have given my strength for no purpose
or profit: but still the Lord will take up my cause, and my God will give me
my reward. 5And now, says the Lord, whomademe his servant when I was
still in my mother's body, so that I might make Jacob come back to him, and
so that Israel might come together to him: and I was honoured in the eyes
of the Lord, andmy God becamemy strength. 6 It is not enough for one who
is my servant to put the tribes of Jacob again in their place, and to get back
those of Israel who have been sent away: my purpose is to give you as a light
to the nations, so that youmay bemy salvation to the end of the earth. 7The
Lord who takes up Israel's cause, even his Holy One, says to himwhommen
make sport of, who is hated by the nations, a servant of rulers: Kings will
see and get up from their places, and chiefs will give worship: because of
the Lord who keeps faith; even the Holy One of Israel who has taken you
for himself. 8 This is the word of the Lord: I have given ear to you at a good
time, and I have been your helper in a day of salvation: and I will keep you
safe, and will make you a glory for the people, putting the land in order, and
giving them the heritages which now are waste; 9Saying to those who are in
chains, Go free; to those who are in the dark, Come out into the light. They
will get foodby thewaywherever theygo, andhavegrass-landsonall thedry
mountain-tops. 10Theywill not be in need of food or drink, or be troubled by
the heat or the sun: for hewho hasmercy on themwill be their guide, taking
themby the springs ofwater. 11And Iwill make allmymountains away, and
my highways will be lifted up. 12 See, these are coming from far; and these
from the north and the west; and these from the land of Sinim. 13 Let your
voice be loud in song, O heavens; and be glad, O earth; make sounds of joy, O
mountains, for theLordhas given comfort tohis people, andwill havemercy
on his crushed ones. 14But Zion said, The Lord has givenme up, I have gone
fromhismemory. 15Will awoman give up the child at her breast, will she be
without pity for the fruit of her body? yes, thesemay, but I will not let you go
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out ofmymemory. 16See, your name ismarked onmy hands; yourwalls are
ever before me. 17Your builders are coming quickly; your haters and those
who made you waste will go out of you. 18 Let your eyes be lifted up round
about, and see: they are all coming together to you. Bymy life, says the Lord,
truly youwill put them all on you as an ornament, and be clothedwith them
like a bride. 19 For though the waste places of your land have been given to
destruction, nowyouwill notbewideenough foryourpeople, and thosewho
made you waste will be far away. 20The children to whom you gave birth in
other lands will say in your ears, The place is not wide enough forme: make
room forme to have a resting-place. 21Then youwill say in your heart, Who
has givenme all these children? whenmy children had been taken fromme,
and I was no longer able to have others, who took care of these? when I was
by myself, where then were these? 22 This is the word of the Lord God: See,
I will make a sign with my hand to the nations, and put up my flag for the
peoples; and theywill take up your sons on their beasts, and your daughters
on their backs. 23And kings will take care of you, and queens will give you
their milk: they will go down on their faces before you, kissing the dust of
your feet; and you will be certain that I am the Lord, and that those who put
their hope in me will not be shamed. 24Will the goods of war be taken from
the strong man, or the prisoners of the cruel one be let go? 25 But the Lord
says, Even the prisoners of the strong will be taken from him, and the cruel
made to let go his goods: for I will take up your cause against your haters,
and I will keep your children safe. 26And the flesh of your attackers will be
taken by themselves for food; and theywill take their blood for drink, as if it
was sweet wine: and all men will see that I the Lord am your saviour, even
he who takes up your cause, the Strong One of Jacob.

50
1 This is the word of the Lord: Where is the statement which I gave your

mother when I put her away? or to which of my creditors have I given you
formoney? It was for your sins that youwere given into the hands of others,
and for your evil-doingwasyourmotherput away. 2Why, then,when I came,
was there no man? and no one to give answer to my voice? has my hand
become feeble, so that it is unable to take up your cause? or have I no power
to make you free? See, at my word the sea becomes dry, I make the rivers
a waste land: their fish are dead for need of water, and make an evil smell.
3Byme the heavens are clothed with black, and I make haircloth their robe.
4TheLordGodhas givenme the tongueof thosewhoare experienced, so that
I may be able to give the word a special sense for the feeble: every morning
my ear is open to his teaching, like those who are experienced: 5And I have
not put myself against him, or let my heart be turned back from him. 6 I was
offeringmyback to thosewhogavemeblows, andmy face to thosewhowere
pulling out my hair: I did not keep my face covered from marks of shame.
7 For the Lord God is my helper; I will not be put to shame: so I have made
my face like a rock, and I am certain that he will give memy right. 8He who
takes up my cause is near; who will go to law with me? let us come together
before the judge: who is againstme? let him comenear tome. 9See, the Lord
God is my helper; whowill give a decision against me? truly, all of themwill
become old like a robe; they will be food for the worm. 10Who among you
has the fear of the Lord, giving ear to the voice of his servant who has been
walking in the dark and has no light? Let himput his faith in the name of the
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Lord, looking to his God for support. 11 See, all you whomake a fire, arming
yourselves with burning branches: go in the flame of your fire, and among
the branches you have put a light to. This will you have frommy hand, you
will make your bed in sorrow.

51
1Give ear tome, youwhoare searching for righteousness,whoare looking

for the Lord: see the rock from which you were cut out, and the hole out
of which you were taken. 2 Let your thoughts be turned to Abraham, your
father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth: for when hewas but one, my voice
came to him, and I gave him my blessing, and made him a great people.
3 For the Lord has given comfort to Zion: he has made glad all her broken
walls; making her waste places like Eden, and changing her dry land into
the garden of the Lord; joy and delight will be there, praise and the sound of
melody. 4Give attention tome, Omypeople; and give ear tome, Omynation;
for teaching will go out fromme, and the knowledge of the true God will be
a light to the peoples. 5 Suddenly will my righteousness come near, and my
salvation will be shining out like the light; the sea-lands will be waiting for
me, and theywill put their hope inmy strong arm. 6Let your eyes be liftedup
to the heavens, and turned to the earthwhich is under them: for the heavens
will go in flight like smoke, and the earth will become old like a coat, and its
peoplewill come to destruction like insects: butmy salvationwill be for ever,
and my righteousness will not come to an end. 7 Give ear to me, you who
have knowledge of righteousness, in whose heart is my law; have no fear of
the evil words of men, and give no thought to their curses. 8 For like a coat
theywill be food for the insect, thewormwillmake ameal of them likewool:
but my righteousness will be for ever, and my salvation to all generations.
9 Awake! awake! put on strength, O arm of the Lord, awake! as in the old
days, in the generations long past. Was it not by you that Rahab was cut in
two, and the dragon Wounded? 10Did you not make the sea dry, the waters
of the great deep? did you not make the deep waters of the sea a way for
the Lord's people to go through? 11Those whom the Lord hasmade free will
come backwith songs to Zion; and on their heads will be eternal joy: delight
and joy will be theirs, and sorrow and sounds of grief will be gone for ever.
12 I, even I, amyour comforter: are you sopoor inheart as tobe in fear ofman
whowill come to an end, and of the son ofmanwhowill be like grass? 13And
you have given no thought to the Lord your Maker, by whom the heavens
were stretched out, and the earth placed on its base; and you went all day
in fear of the wrath of the cruel one, when he was making ready for your
destruction. And where is the wrath of the cruel one? 14 The prisoner, bent
under his chain, will quickly be made free, and will not go down into the
underworld, and his breadwill not come to an end. 15For I am the Lord your
God, who makes the sea calm when its waves are thundering: the Lord of
armies is his name. 16And I have putmywords in yourmouth, covering you
with the shade ofmyhand, stretching out the heavens, and placing the earth
on its base, and saying to Zion, You are my people. 17Awake! awake! up! O
Jerusalem, you who have taken from the Lord's hand the cup of his wrath;
tasting in full measure the wine which overcomes. 18 She has no one among
all her children tobeher guide; not oneof the sons shehas takencareof takes
her by the hand. 19These two things have come on you; whowill beweeping
for you? wasting and destruction; death from need of food, and from the
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sword; how may you be comforted? 20 Your sons are overcome, like a roe
in a net; they are full of the wrath of the Lord, the punishment of your God.
21 So now give ear to this, you who are troubled and overcome, but not with
wine: 22 This is the word of the Lord your master, even your God who takes
up the cause of his people: See, I have taken out of your hand the cup which
overcomes, even the cupofmywrath; itwill not againbe given to you: 23And
I will put it into the hand of your cruel masters, and of those whose yoke has
beenhard on you;whohave said to your soul, Downon your face! so thatwe
may go over you: and you have given your backs like the earth, even like the
street, for them to go over.

52
1Awake! awake! put onyour strength, OZion; put onyourbeautiful robes,

O Jerusalem, the holy town: for from now there will never again come into
you the unclean and thosewithout circumcision. 2Make yourself clean from
the dust; up! and take the seat of your power, O Jerusalem: the bands of
your neck are loose, O prisoned daughter of Zion. 3 For the Lord says, You
were given for nothing, and you will be made free without price. 4 For the
Lord God says, My people went down at first into Egypt, to get a place for
themselves there: and the Assyrian put a cruel yoke on themwithout cause.
5Now then, what have I here? says the Lord, for my people are taken away
without cause; they are made waste and give cries of sorrow, says the Lord,
andall theday thenationsput shameonmyname. 6For this cause Iwillmake
mynameclear tomypeople; in that day theywill be certain that it ismyword
which comes to them; see, here am I. 7How beautiful on the mountains are
the feet of himwho comes with good news, who gives word of peace, saying
that salvation isnear;whosays toZion, YourGod is ruling! 8Thevoiceof your
watchmen! their voices are loud in song together; for they will see him, eye
to eye, when the Lord comes back to Zion. 9Give sounds of joy, makemelody
together, waste places of Jerusalem: for the Lord has given comfort to his
people, he has taken up the cause of Jerusalem. 10 The Lord has let his holy
armbe seenby theeyesof all nations; andall the endsof the earthwill see the
salvation of our God. 11Away! away! go out from there, touching no unclean
thing; go out from among her; be clean, you who take up the vessels of the
Lord. 12For youwill not go out suddenly, and youwill not go in flight: for the
Lordwill go before you, and theGodof Israelwill comeafter you to keepyou.
13See, my servant will do well in his undertakings, he will be honoured, and
lifted up, and be very high. 14As peoples were surprised at him, And his face
was not beautiful, so as to be desired: his face was so changed by disease as
to beunlike that of aman, andhis formwasno longer that of the sons ofmen.
15 So will nations give him honour; kings will keep quiet because of him: for
what had not beenmade clear to them they will see; and they will give their
minds to what had not come to their ears.

53
1Who would have had faith in the word which has come to our ears, and

to whom had the arm of the Lord been unveiled? 2 For his growth was like
that of a delicate plant before him, and like a root out of a dry place: he had
no grace of form, to give us pleasure; 3Menmade sport of him, turning away
from him; he was a man of sorrows, marked by disease; and like one from
whommen's faces are turned away, he was looked down on, and we put no
value on him. 4 But it was our pain he took, and our diseases were put on
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him: while to us he seemedas one diseased, onwhomGod's punishment had
come. 5 But it was for our sins he was wounded, and for our evil doings he
was crushed: he took the punishment by which we have peace, and by his
wounds we are made well. 6We all went wandering like sheep; going every
one of us after his desire; and the Lord put on him the punishment of us all.
7Men were cruel to him, but he was gentle and quiet; as a lamb taken to its
death, and as a sheep before thosewho take herwoolmakes no sound, so he
said not a word. 8They took away from him help and right, and who gave a
thought to his fate? for he was cut off from the land of the living: he came to
his death for the sin ofmy people. 9And they put his body into the earthwith
sinners, and his last resting-place was with the evil-doers, though he had
done nowrong, and no deceit was in hismouth. 10And the Lordwas pleased
... see a seed, long life, ... will do well in his hand. ... 11 ... made clear his
righteousness beforemen ... had taken their sins onhimself. 12For this cause
hewill have a heritagewith the great, and hewill have a part in the goods of
warwith the strong, because he gave up his life, andwas numberedwith the
evil-doers; taking on himself the sins of the people, and making prayer for
the wrongdoers.

54
1Let your voice be loud in song, Owomanwithout children; makemelody

and sounds of joy, youwhodidnot givebirth: for the childrenof herwhohad
no husband are more than those of the married wife, says the Lord. 2Make
wide the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your house be stretched
out without limit: make your cords long, and your tent-pins strong. 3 For I
will make wide your limits on the right hand and on the left; and your seed
will take the nations for a heritage, andmake thewaste towns full of people.
4Have no fear; for you will not be shamed or without hope: you will not be
put to shame, for the shame of your earlier days will go out of yourmemory,
andyouwillno longerkeep inmind thesorrowsofyourwidowedyears. 5For
your Maker is your husband; the Lord of armies is his name: and the Holy
One of Israel is he who takes up your cause; he will be named the God of all
the earth. 6For the Lord hasmade you come back to him, like awifewho has
been sent away in grief of spirit; for one may not give up the wife of one's
early days. 7For a short time I gave you up; butwith greatmercies I will take
you back again. 8 In overflowing wrath my face was veiled from you for a
minute, but I will have pity on you for ever, says the Lord who takes up your
cause. 9 For this is like the days of Noah to me: for as I took an oath that the
waters of Noahwould never again go over the earth, so have I taken an oath
that I will not again be angry with you, or say bitter words to you. 10For the
mountains may be taken away, and the hills be moved out of their places,
but my love will not be taken from you, or my agreement of peace broken,
says the Lord, who has hadmercy on you. 11O troubled one, storm-crushed,
uncomforted! see, your stoneswill be framed in fair colours, and your bases
will be sapphires. 12 I will make your towers of rubies, and your doors of
carbuncles, and the wall round you will be of all sorts of beautiful stones.
13And all your builders will be made wise by the Lord; and great will be the
peace of your children. 14All your rights will be made certain to you: have
no fear of evil, and destruction will not come near you. 15 See, they may be
moved towar, but not bymy authority: all thosewho come together tomake
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an attack on you, will be broken against you. 16 See, I have made the iron-
worker, blowing on the burning coals, andmaking the instrument of war by
his work; and I have made the waster for destruction. 17No instrument of
warwhich is formed against youwill be of any use; and every tonguewhich
says evil against you will be judged false. This is the heritage of the servants
of the Lord, and their righteousness comes fromme, says the Lord.

55
1Ho! everyone inneed, come to thewaters, andhewhohasno strength, let

him get food: come, get bread without money; wine andmilk without price.
2Why do you give your money for what is not bread, and the fruit of your
work for what will not give you pleasure? Give ear to me, so that your food
maybe good, andyoumayhave thebest in fullmeasure. 3Give ear, and come
tome, takenotewithcare, so thatyour soulsmayhave life: and Iwillmakean
eternal agreement with you, even the certain mercies of David. 4 See, I have
givenhimas awitness to thepeoples, a ruler anda guide to thenations. 5See,
you will send for a nation of which you had no knowledge, and those who
hadno knowledge of youwill come running to you, because of the Lord your
God, and because of theHolyOne of Israel, for he has given you glory. 6Make
search for the Lord while he is there, make prayer to him while he is near:
7 Let the sinner give up his way, and the evil-doer his purpose: and let him
come back to the Lord, and he will have mercy on him; and to our God, for
there is full forgiveness with him. 8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
or your ways my ways, says the Lord. 9 For as the heavens are higher than
the earth, so aremyways higher than yourways, andmy thoughts than your
thoughts. 10Foras the raincomesdown, and the snowfromheaven, anddoes
not go back again, but gives water to the earth, and makes it fertile, giving
seed to the planter, and bread for food; 11So will myword bewhich goes out
of mymouth: it will not come back to me with nothing done, but it will give
effect to my purpose, and do that for which I have sent it. 12 For you will go
out with joy, and be guided in peace: the mountains and the hills will make
melodybefore you, andall the trees of thefieldswillmake sounds of joy. 13 In
place of the thornwill comeup thefir-tree, and in place of the blackberry the
myrtle: and it will be to the Lord for a name, for an eternal sign which will
not be cut off.

56
1The Lord says, Let your way of life be upright, and let your behaviour be

rightly ordered: for my salvation is near, and my righteousness will quickly
be seen. 2 Happy is the man who does this, and the son of man whose
behaviour is so ordered; who keeps the Sabbath holy, and his hand from
doing any evil. 3And let not the man from a strange country, who has been
joined to theLord, say, TheLordwill certainly put adivisionbetweenmeand
his people: and let not the unsexed man say, See, I am a dry tree. 4 For the
Lord says, As for the unsexed who keep my Sabbaths, and give their hearts
to pleasingme, and keep their agreementwithme: 5 I will give to them inmy
house, and inside my walls, a place and a name better than that of sons and
daughters; Iwill give themaneternal namewhichwill not be cut off. 6Andas
for those from a strange country, who are joined to the Lord, to giveworship
to him and honour to his name, to be his servants, even everyonewho keeps
the Sabbath holy, and keeps his agreement with me: 7 I will make them
come to my holy mountain, and will give them joy in my house of prayer;
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I will take pleasure in the burned offerings which they make on my altar:
for my house will be named a house of prayer for all peoples. 8 The Lord
God, who gets together the wandering ones of Israel, says, I will get together
others in addition to those of Israel who have come back. 9 All you beasts
of the field, come together for your meat, even all you beasts of the wood.
10His watchmen are blind, they are all without knowledge; they are all dogs
without tongues, unable to make a sound; stretched out dreaming, loving
sleep. 11Yes, the dogs are for ever looking for food; while these, the keepers
of the sheep, are without wisdom: they have all gone after their pleasure,
every one looking for profit; they are all the same. 12 Come, they say, I will
get wine, and we will take strong drink in full measure; and tomorrow will
be like today, full of pleasure.

57
1 The upright man goes to his death, and no one gives a thought to it; and

god-fearingmen are taken away, and no one is troubled by it; for the upright
man is taken away because of evil-doing, and goes into peace. 2 They are at
rest in their last resting-places, every one going straight before him. 3 But
come near, you sons of her who is wise in secret arts, the seed of her who
is false to her husband, and of the loose woman. 4 Of whom do you make
sport? against whom is yourmouth openwide and your tongue put out? are
you not uncontrolled children, a false seed, 5You who are burning with evil
desire among the oaks, under every green tree; putting children to death in
the valleys, under the cracks of the rocks? 6Among the smooth stones of the
valley is your heritage; they, even they, are your part: even to themhave you
made a drink offering and ameal offering. Is it possible for such things to be
overlooked by me? 7 You have put your bed on a high mountain: there you
went up to make your offering. 8 And on the back of the doors and on the
pillars you have put your sign: for you have been false to me with another;
you havemade your bed wide, andmade an agreement with them; you had
a desire for their bed where you saw it 9 And you went to Melech with oil
and much perfume, and you sent your representatives far off, and went as
low as the underworld. 10 You were tired with your long journeys; but you
did not say, There is no hope: you got new strength, and so you were not
feeble. 11And of whomwere you in fear, so that you were false, and did not
keepme inmind, or give thought to it? Have I not been quiet, keepingmyself
secret, and so you were not in fear of me? 12 I will make clear what your
righteousness is like and yourworks; youwill have no profit in them. 13Your
false godswill not keep you safe in answer to your cry; but thewindwill take
them, theywill be gone likeabreath: buthewhoputshishope inmewill take
the land, and will have my holy mountain as his heritage. 14And I will say,
Make it high, make it high, get ready the way, take the stones out of the way
of my people. 15For this is the word of himwho is high and lifted up, whose
resting-place is eternal, whose name is Holy: my resting-place is in the high
and holy place, andwith himwho is crushed and poor in spirit, to give life to
the spirit of the poor, and tomake strong theheart of the crushed. 16For Iwill
not give punishment for ever, or be angry without end: for fromme breath
goes out; and I it waswhomade the souls. 17 I was quickly angrywith his evil
ways, and sent punishment on him, veiling my face in wrath: and he went
on, turning his heart from me. 18 I have seen his ways, and I will make him
well: Iwill give him rest, comforting himandhis peoplewho are sad. 19 Iwill
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give the fruit of the lips: Peace, peace, to him who is near and to him who is
far off, says the Lord; and I will make himwell. 20But the evil-doers are like
the troubled sea, for which there is no rest, and its waters send up earth and
waste. 21There is no peace, says my God, for the evil-doers.

58
1Make a loud cry, do not be quiet, let your voice be sounding like a horn,

andmake clear tomypeople their evil doings, and to the family of Jacob their
sins. 2 Though they make prayer to me every day, and take pleasure in the
knowledge ofmyways: like a nationwhich has done righteousness, and has
not given up the rules of their God, they make requests to me for the right
orders, it is their delight to come near to God. 3They say, Why have we kept
ourselves from food, andyoudonot see it? whyhavewekept ourselves from
pleasure, and you take no note of it? If, in the dayswhen you keep from food,
you take the chance to do your business, and get in your debts; 4 If keeping
from foodmakes youquickly angry, ready for fighting and giving blowswith
evil hands; your holy days are not such as to make your voice come to my
ears on high. 5Have I given orders for such a day as this? a day for keeping
yourselves from pleasure? is it only a question of the bent head, of putting
on haircloth, and being seated in the dust? is this what seems to you a holy
day, well-pleasing to the Lord? 6 Is not this the holy day for which I have
given orders: to let loose those who have wrongly been made prisoners, to
undo the bands of the yoke, and to let the crushed go free, and every yoke be
broken? 7 Is it not to give your bread to those in need, and to let the poorwho
have no resting-place come into your house? to put a robe on the unclothed
one when you see him, and not to keep your eyes shut for fear of seeing his
flesh? 8Thenwill light be shining on you like themorning, and yourwounds
will quickly bewell: andyour righteousnesswill gobefore you, and the glory
of the Lord will come after you. 9 Then at the sound of your voice, the Lord
will give an answer; at your cry hewill say, Here am I. If you take away from
amongyou theyoke, theputtingout of thefingerof shame, and theevilword;
10And if you give your bread to those in need of it, so that the troubled one
may have his desire; then youwill have light in the dark, and your night will
be as the full light of the sun: 11And the Lord will be your guide at all times;
in dry places he will give you water in full measure, and will make strong
your bones; and you will be like a watered garden, and like an ever-flowing
spring. 12And your sonswill be building again the oldwaste places: youwill
make strong the bases of old generations: and you will be named, He who
puts up the broken walls, and, He who makes ready the ways for use. 13 If
youkeep the Sabbathwith care, not doing yourbusiness onmyholy day; and
if the Sabbath seems to you a delight, and the newmoon of the Lord a thing
to be honoured; and if you give respect to himby not doing your business, or
going after your pleasure, or saying unholy words; 14 Then the Lord will be
your delight; and Iwill put you on the high places of the earth; and Iwill give
you the heritage of Jacob your father: for themouth of the Lord has said it.

59
1 Truly, the Lord's hand has not become short, so that he is unable to give

salvation; and his ear is not shut from hearing: 2 But your sins have come
between you and your God, and by your evil doings his face has been veiled
from you, so that he will give you no answer. 3 For your hands are unclean
with blood, and your fingers with sin; your lips have said false things, and
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your tonguegivesoutdeceit. 4Nooneputs forwardanupright cause, or gives
a true decision: their hope is in deceit, and their words are false; they are
with child with sin, and give birth to evil. 5 They give birth to snake's eggs,
and make spider's threads: whoever takes their eggs for food comes to his
death, and the eggwhich is crushed becomes a poison-snake. 6Their twisted
threads will not make clothing, and their works will give them nothing for
covering themselves: their works are works of sin, and violent acts are in
their hands. 7Their feet go quickly to evil, and they take delight in the death
of the upright; their thoughts are thoughts of sin; wasting and destruction
are in theirways. 8They have no knowledge of theway of peace, and there is
no sense of what is right in their behaviour: they havemade for themselves
ways which are not straight; whoever goes in them has no knowledge of
peace. 9 For this cause our right is far from us, and righteousness does not
overtake us: we are looking for light, but there is only the dark; for the
shining of the sun, but our way is in the night. 10 We go on our way, like
blind men feeling for the wall, even like those who have no eyes: we are
running against things in daylight as if it was evening; our place is in the
dark like dead men. 11We make noises of grief, like bears, and sad sounds
like doves: we are looking for our right, but it is not there; for salvation, but
it is far from us. 12 For our evil doings are increased before you, and our
sins give witness against us: for our evil doings are with us, and we have
knowledge of our sins: 13We have gone against the Lord, and been false to
him, turning away from our God, our words have been uncontrolled, and
in our hearts are thoughts of deceit. 14 And the right is turned back, and
righteousness is far away: for good faith is not to be seen in the public places,
and upright behaviourmay not come into the town. 15Yes, faith is gone; and
he whose heart is turned from evil comes into the power of the cruel: and
the Lord saw it, and he was angry that there was no one to take up their
cause. 16 And he saw that there was no man, and was surprised that there
was no one to take up their cause: so his arm gave salvation, and he made
righteousness his support. 17 Yes, he put on righteousness as a breastplate,
and salvation as a head-dress; and he put on punishment as clothing, and
wrath as a robe. 18Hewill give them the right reward of their doings, wrath
to his attackers, punishment to his haters, and even on the sea-lands he will
send punishment. 19So theywill see the nameof the Lord from thewest, and
his glory from the east: for hewill come like a rushing stream, forced on by a
wind of the Lord. 20And as a saviour he will come to Zion, turning away sin
from Jacob, says the Lord. 21And as for me, this is my agreement with them,
says the Lord: my spirit which is on you, and my words which I have put in
your mouth, will not go away from your mouth, or from the mouth of your
seed, or from themouth of your seed's seed, says the Lord, fromnow and for
ever.

60
1Up! let your face be bright, for your light has come, and the glory of the

Lord is shining on you. 2 For truly, the earth will be dark, and the peoples
veiled in blackest night; but the Lord will be shining on you, and his glory
will be seen among you. 3And nations will come to your light, and kings to
your bright dawn. 4 Let your eyes be lifted up, and see: they are all coming
together to you: your sons will come from far, and your daughters taken
with loving care. 5Then you will see, and be bright with joy, and your heart
will be shaking with increase of delight: for the produce of the sea will be
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turned to you, the wealth of the nations will come to you. 6 You will be full
of camel-trains, even the young camels ofMidian and Ephah; all from Sheba
will come, with gold and spices, giving word of the great acts of the Lord.
7All the flocks of Kedarwill come together to you, the sheep of Nebaiothwill
be ready for your need; they will be pleasing offerings on my altar, and my
house of prayer will be beautiful. 8Who are these coming like a cloud, like
a flight of doves to their windows? 9Vessels of the sea-lands are waiting for
me, and the ships of Tarshish first, so that your sonsmay come from far, and
their silver and gold with them, to the place of the name of the Lord your
God, and to theHolyOneof Israel, becausehehasmadeyoubeautiful. 10And
men from strange countries will be building up your walls, and their kings
will be your servants: for in my wrath I sent punishment on you, but in my
grace I have had mercy on you. 11Your doors will be open at all times; they
will not be shut day or night; so thatmenmay come into youwith thewealth
of the nations, with their kings at their head. 12 For the nation or kingdom
whichwill not be your servantwill come to destruction; such nationswill be
completely waste. 13The glory of Lebanonwill come to you, the cypress, the
plane, and the sherbin-tree together, to make my holy place beautiful; and
the resting-place of my feet will be full of glory. 14And the sons of those who
were cruel to youwill comebeforeyouwithbentheads; and thosewhomade
sport of youwill go down on their faces at your feet; and youwill be named,
The Town of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 15And though you
were turned away from, and hated, and had no helper, I will make you a
pride for ever, a joy from generation to generation. 16And you will take the
milk of the nations, flowing from the breast of kings; and you will see that
I, the Lord, am your saviour, and he who takes up your cause, the Strong
One of Jacob. 17 In place of brass, I will give gold, and for iron silver, and
for wood brass, and for stones iron: and I will make Peace your judge, and
Righteousness your overseer. 18 Violent acts will no longer be seen in your
land, wasting or destruction in your limits; but your walls will be named,
Salvation, and your doors Praise. 19 The sun will not be your light by day,
and the moon will no longer be bright for you by night: but the Lord will be
to you an eternal light, and your God your glory. 20Your sunwill never again
go down, or yourmoon keep back her light: for the Lordwill be your eternal
light, and the days of your sorrow will be ended. 21 Your people will all be
upright, the land will be their heritage for ever; the branch of my planting,
thework ofmyhands, to be formy glory. 22The smallest of their familieswill
become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation: I, the Lord, will make it
come quickly in its time.

61
1 The spirit of the Lord is on me, because I am marked out by him to give

good news to the poor; he has sent me to make the broken-hearted well, to
say that the prisoners will be made free, and that those in chains will see
the light again; 2To give knowledge that the year of the Lord's good pleasure
has come, and the day of punishment from our God; to give comfort to all
who are sad; 3To give them a fair head-dress in place of dust, the oil of joy in
place of the clothing of grief, praise in place of sorrow; so that they may be
named trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, and so that he may
have glory. 4And they will be building again the old broken walls, and will
make new the old waste places, and will put up again the towns which have
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been waste for long generations. 5And men from strange countries will be
yourherdsmen, and thosewhoarenot Israeliteswill beyourploughmenand
vine-keepers. 6But youwill be named the priests of the Lord, the servants of
our God: you will have the wealth of the nations for your food, and you will
be clothed with their glory. 7As they had twice as much grief, and marks of
shamewere their heritage, so in their land theywill be rewarded twice over,
andwill have eternal joy. 8For I, the Lord, take pleasure in upright judging; I
will not put upwith the violent taking away of right; and I will certainly give
them their reward, and I will make an eternal agreement with them. 9And
their seed will be noted among the nations, and their offspring among the
peoples: it will be clear to all who see them that they are the seed to which
the Lord has given his blessing. 10 I will be full of joy in the Lord,my soulwill
be glad in my God; for he has put on me the clothing of salvation, covering
mewith the robe of righteousness, as the husband puts on a fair head-dress,
and the bride makes herself beautiful with jewels. 11 For as the earth puts
out buds, and as the garden gives growth to the seeds which are planted in
it, so the Lord will make righteousness and praise to be flowering before all
the nations.

62
1Because of Zion Iwill not keep quiet, and because of Jerusalem Iwill take

no rest, till her righteousness goes out like the shining of the sun, and her
salvation like a burning light. 2And the nations will see your righteousness,
and all kings your glory: and youwill have a new name, given by themouth
of the Lord. 3 And you will be a fair crown in the hand of the Lord, and a
king's head-dress in the hand of your God. 4Youwill not now be named, She
who is given up; and your landwill no longer be named, Thewaste land: but
you will have the name, My pleasure is in her, and your land will be named,
Married: for the Lord has pleasure in you, and your land will be married.
5Forasayoungman takesavirgin forhiswife, sowill yourmakerbemarried
to you: and as a husband has joy in his bride, so will the Lord your God be
glad over you. 6 I have put watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem; they will
not keep quiet day or night: you who are the Lord's recorders, take no rest,
7And give him no rest, till he puts Jerusalem in her place to be praised in the
earth. 8The Lord has taken an oath by his right hand, and by the arm of his
strength, Truly, I will no longer give your grain to be food for your haters;
andmen of strange countrieswill not take thewine forwhich yourwork has
been done: 9But those who have got in the grain will have it for their food,
and will give praise to the Lord; and those who have got in the grapes will
take the wine of them in the open places of my holy house. 10 Go through,
go through the doors; make ready the way of the people; let the highway be
lifted up; let the stones be taken away; let a flag be lifted up over the peoples.
11The Lord has sent out word to the end of the earth, Say to the daughter of
Zion, See, your saviour comes; those whom he has made free are with him,
and those to whom he has given salvation go before him. 12And they will be
named, The holy people, Those whose cause has been taken up by the Lord:
and youwill be named, Desired, A town not given up.

63
1Who is this who comes from Edom, with blood-red robes from Bozrah?

he whose clothing is fair, stepping with pride in his great strength? I whose
glory is in the right, strong for salvation. 2Why is your clothing red, andwhy
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are your robes like those of one who is crushing the grapes? 3 I have been
crushing the grapes by myself, and of the peoples there was no man with
me: in my wrath and in my passion, they were crushed under my feet; and
my robes are marked with their life-blood, and all my clothing is red. 4 For
the day of punishment is in my heart, and the year for the payment of the
price for my people has come. 5 And I saw that there was no helper, and I
was wondering that no one gave them support: so my arm did the work of
salvation, and my wrath was my support. 6 And in my passion the peoples
were crushed under my feet, and broken in my wrath, and I put down their
strength to the earth. 7 I will give news of the mercies of the Lord, and his
great acts, even all the things the Lord has done for us, in his great grace to
the house of Israel; even all he has done for us in his unnumbered mercies.
8For he said, Truly they are my people, children who will not be false: so he
was their saviour out of all their trouble. 9 It was no sent one or angel, but
he himself whowas their saviour: in his love and in his pity he took up their
cause, and he took them in his arms, caring for them all through the years.
10But theywent against him, causing grief to his holy spirit: so hewas turned
against them, and made war on them. 11 Then the early days came to their
minds, the days of Moses his servant: and they said, Where is he who made
the keeper of his flock come up from the sea? where is he who put his holy
spirit among them, 12Hewhomade the arm of his glory go at the right hand
of Moses, by whom the waters were parted before them, tomake himself an
eternal name; 13Hewhomade themgo through the deepwaters, like a horse
in thewaste land? 14Like the cattle which go down into the valley, theywent
without falling, the spirit of the Lord guiding them: so youwent before your
people, tomakeyourself a greatname. 15Let youreyesbe lookingdownfrom
heaven, from your holy and beautiful house: where is your deep feeling, the
working of your power? do not keep back the moving of your pity and your
mercies: 16 For you are our father, though Abraham has no knowledge of
us, and Israel gives no thought to us: you, O Lord, are our father; from the
earliest days you have taken up our cause. 17 O Lord, why do you send us
wandering fromyourways,making our hearts hard, so thatwe have no fear
of you? Come back, because of your servants, the tribes of your heritage.
18Why have evil men gone over your holy place, so that it has been crushed
under the feet of our haters? 19We have become as those who were never
ruled by you, on whom your namewas not named.

64
1O let the heavens be broken open and come down, so that themountains

may be shaking before you, 2As when fire puts the brushwood in flames, or
aswhenwater is boiling from the heat of the fire: tomake your name feared
byyourhaters, so that thenationsmaybe shakingbefore you; 3While youdo
acts of power for which we are not looking, and which have not come to the
ears of men in the past. 4The ear has not had news of, or the eye seen, ... any
Godbut you,working for themanwho iswaiting for him. 5Will younot have
mercy onhimwho takes pleasure in doing righteousness, even on thosewho
keep in mind your ways? Truly you were angry, and we went on doing evil,
and sinning against you in the past. 6Forwe have all become like an unclean
person, and all our good acts are like a dirty robe: and we have all become
old like a dead leaf, and our sins, like the wind, take us away. 7And there is
no onewhomakes prayer to your name, orwho ismoved to keep true to you:



Isaiah 64:8 723 Isaiah 65:19

for your face is veiled from us, and you have given us into the power of our
sins. 8But now, O Lord, you are our father; we are the earth, and you are our
maker; and we are all the work of your hand. 9 Be not very angry, O Lord,
and do not keep our sins in mind for ever: give ear to our prayer, for we are
all your people. 10Your holy towns have become awaste, Zion has become a
waste, Jerusalem is a mass of broken walls. 11Our holy and beautiful house,
where our fathers gave praise to you, is burned with fire; and all the things
of our desire have come to destruction. 12 In view of all this, will you still do
nothing, O Lord? will you keep quiet, and go on increasing our punishment?

65
1 I have been ready to give an answer to those who did not make prayer

tome; I have been offeringmyself to those whowere not searching forme; I
said, Here am I, here am I, to anationwhich gaveno respect tomyname. 2All
daymy hands have been stretched out to an uncontrolled people, who go in
anevilway, after thepurposes of their hearts; 3Apeoplewhomakemeangry
every day, making offerings in gardens, and burning perfumes on bricks.
4Who are seated in the resting-places of the dead, and by night are in the
secret places; who take pig's flesh for food, and have the liquid of disgusting
things in their vessels. 5Who say, Keep away, do not come near me, for fear
that I make you holy: these are a smoke in my nose, a fire burning all day.
6 See, it is recorded before me, says the Lord: I will not keep back my hand,
till I have sent punishment, 7For their sins and the sins of their fathers, who
were burning perfumes on the mountains, and saying evil things against
me on the hills: so I will take the measure of their sins, and will send the
punishment for them into their breast. 8 This is the word of the Lord: As
the new wine is seen in the grapes, and they say, Do not send destruction
on it, for a blessing is in it: so will I do for my servants, in order that I may
not put an end to them all. 9 And I will take a seed out of Jacob, and out of
Judah onewhowill havemymountains for a heritage: and the people I have
taken to beminewill have it for themselves, andmy servants will have their
resting-place there. 10And Sharonwill be a grass-land for the flocks, and the
valley of Achor a resting-place for the herds: for my people whose hearts
have been turned back to me. 11But as for you who have given up the Lord,
who have no care for my holy mountain, who get ready a table for Chance,
andmake offerings ofmixedwine to Fate; 12Your fatewill be the sword, and
youwill all go down todeath: becausewhenmyvoice came to you, youmade
no answer; you did not give ear tomyword; but you didwhat was evil inmy
eyes, desiring what was not pleasing to me. 13 For this cause says the Lord
God,My servantswill have food, but youwill be in need of food: my servants
will havedrink, but youwill bedry: my servantswill have joy, but youwill be
shamed: 14Myservantswillmake songs in the joyof theirhearts, but youwill
be crying for sorrow, andmaking sounds of grief fromabroken spirit. 15And
yournamewill becomeacurse tomypeople, and theLordGodwill put you to
death, and give his servants another name: 16 So that he who is requesting a
blessingwillmake use of the name of the true God, and hewho takes an oath
will do so by the true God; because the past troubles are gone out of mind,
and because they are covered from my eyes. 17 For see, I am making a new
heaven and a new earth: and the past things will be gone completely out of
mind. 18Butmenwill be glad and have joy for ever inwhat I ammaking; for
I am making Jerusalem a delight, and her people a joy. 19And I will be glad
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over Jerusalem, and have joy inmy people: and the voice of weepingwill no
longer be sounding in her, or the voice of grief. 20 No longer will there be
there a child whose days are cut short, or an old man whose days have not
come to their fullmeasure: for the youngman at his deathwill be a hundred
years old, and hewhose life is shorter than a hundred yearswill seemas one
cursed. 21And theywill be building houses and living in them; planting vine-
gardens and getting the fruit of them. 22They will no longer be building for
the use of others, or planting for others to have the fruit: for the days of my
people will be like the days of a tree, and my loved ones will have joy in full
measure in the work of their hands. 23 Their work will not be for nothing,
and theywill not give birth to children for destruction; for they are a seed to
whom the Lord has given his blessing, and their offspringwill bewith them.
24And before they make their request I will give an answer, and while they
are still making prayer to me, I will give ear. 25 The wolf and the lamb will
take their food together, and the lionwillmakeameal of grass like theox: but
dust will be the snake's food. Therewill be no cause of pain or destruction in
all my holy mountain, says the Lord.

66
1 The Lord says, Heaven is the seat of my power, and earth is the resting-

place for my feet: what sort of house will you make for me, and what place
will be my resting-place? 2 For all these things my hand has made, and they
are mine, says the Lord; but to this man only will I give attention, to him
who is poor and broken in spirit, fearing my word. 3He who puts an ox to
death puts a man to death; he who makes an offering of a lamb puts a dog
to death; he who makes a meal offering makes an offering of pig's blood; he
who makes an offering of perfumes for a sign gives worship to an image:
as they have gone after their desires, and their soul takes pleasure in their
disgusting things; 4So I will go after trouble for them, andwill send on them
what they are fearing: because no onemade answer tomy voice, or gave ear
to myword; but they did what was evil in my eyes, going after that in which
I took no pleasure. 5 Give ear to the word of the Lord, you who are in fear
at his word: your countrymen, hating you, and driving you out because of
my name, have said, Let the Lord's glory be made clear, so that we may see
your joy; but they will be put to shame. 6 There is a noise of war from the
town, a sound from the Temple, the voice of the Lord giving punishment to
his haters. 7Beforeherpains came, she gavebirth; beforeherpains, she gave
birth to a man-child. 8When has such a story come to men's ears? who has
seen such things? will a land come to birth in one day? will a nation be given
birth in a minute? For when Zion's pains came on her, she gave birth to her
children straight away. 9Will I by whom the birth was started, not make it
complete? says the Lord. Will I who make children come to birth, let them
be kept back? says your God. 10Have joy with Jerusalem, and be glad with
her, all you her lovers: take part in her joy, all you who are sorrowing for
her: 11 So that youmay take of the comfort flowing from her breasts, and be
delighted with the full measure of her glory. 12 For the Lord says, See, I will
make her peace like a river, and the glory of the nations like an overflowing
stream, and she will take her children in her arms, gently caring for them
on her knees. 13As to one who is comforted by his mother, so will I give you
comfort: and you will be comforted in Jerusalem. 14And you will see it and
your heart will be glad, and your bones will get new strength, like young
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grass: and the hand of the Lord will be seen at work for his servants, and
his wrath against his haters. 15For the Lord is comingwith fire, and his war-
carriages will be like the storm-wind; to give punishment in the heat of his
wrath, andhis passion is likeflamesoffire. 16Forwithfireand swordwill the
Lord come, judging all the earth, and his swordwill be on all flesh: and great
numbers will be put to death by him. 17 As for those who keep themselves
separate, and make themselves clean in the gardens, going after one in the
middle, taking pig's flesh for food, and other disgusting things, such as the
mouse: theirworks and their thoughtswill come to an end together, says the
Lord. 18And I am coming to get together all nations and tongues: and they
will come and will see my glory. 19And I will put a sign among them, and I
will send those who are still living to the nations, to Tarshish, Put, and Lud,
Meshech and Rosh, Tubal and Javan, to the sea-lands far away, who have
not had word of me, or seen my glory; and they will give the knowledge of
my glory to the nations. 20And they will take your countrymen out of all the
nations for an offering to the Lord, on horses, and in carriages, and in carts,
and on asses, and on camels, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the Lord,
as the children of Israel take their offering in a clean vessel into the house of
theLord. 21Andsomeof themwill I take forpriestsandLevites, says theLord.
22For as thenewheavenand thenewearthwhich Iwillmakewill be for ever
beforeme, says the Lord, sowill your seed and your namebe for ever. 23And
it will be, that from newmoon to new moon, and from Sabbath to Sabbath,
all flesh will come to give worship before me, says the Lord. 24And they will
go out to see the dead bodies of the men who have done evil against me: for
their wormwill ever be living, and their fire will never be put out, and they
will be a thing of fear to all flesh.
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The Book of
Jeremiah

1 The words of Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in
Anathoth in the land of Benjamin: 2 To whom the word of the Lord came
in the days of Josiah, the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year
of his rule. 3 And it came again in the days of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah,
king of Judah, up to the eleventh year of Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of
Judah; till Jerusalem was taken away in the fifth month. 4Now the word of
the Lord came to me, saying, 5 Before you were formed in the body of your
mother I had knowledge of you, and before your birth I made you holy; I
have given you the work of being a prophet to the nations. 6 Then said I, O
Lord God! see, I have no power of words, for I am a child. 7 But the Lord
said to me, Do not say, I am a child: for wherever I send you, you are to go,
andwhatever I give you orders to say, you are to say. 8Have no fear because
of them: for I am with you, to keep you safe, says the Lord. 9 Then the Lord
put out his hand, touching my mouth; and the Lord said to me, See, I have
putmywords in yourmouth: 10See, this day I have put you over the nations
and over the kingdoms, for uprooting and smashing down, for destruction
and overturning, for building up and planting. 11Again theword of the Lord
came to me, saying, Jeremiah, what do you see? And I said, I see a branch of
an almond-tree. 12 Then the Lord said to me, You have seen well: for I keep
watch over my word to give effect to it. 13And the word of the Lord came to
mea second time, saying,What doyou see? And I said, I see aboilingpot, and
its face is fromthenorth. 14Then theLordsaid tome,Outof thenorthevilwill
come, bursting out on all the people of the land. 15For see, I will send for all
the families of the kingdoms of the north, says the Lord; and they will come,
everyone placing his high seat at the way into Jerusalem, and against its
walls on every side, and against all the towns of Judah. 16And I will give my
decision against them on account of all their evil-doing; because they have
givenme up, burning perfumes to other gods andworshipping the works of
their hands. 17 So make yourself ready, and go and say to them everything
I give you orders to say: do not be overcome by fear of them, or I will send
fear on you before them. 18For see, this day have I made you a walled town,
and an iron pillar, and walls of brass, against all the land, against the kings
of Judah, against its captains, against its priests, and against the people of the
land. 19Theywill be fighting against you, but theywill not overcomeyou: for
I amwith you, says the Lord, to give you salvation.

2
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2Go and say in the ears of

Jerusalem, The Lord says, I still keep the memory of your kind heart when
you were young, and your love when you became my bride; how you went
after me in the waste of sand, in an unplanted land. 3 Israel was holy to
the Lord, the first-fruits of his increase: all who made attacks on him were
judged as wrongdoers, evil came on them, says the Lord. 4 Give ear to the
words of the Lord, O sons of Jacob and all the families of Israel: 5 These are
thewords of the Lord: What evil have your fathers seen inme that they have
gone far fromme, and, walking afterwhat is false, have become false? 6And



Jeremiah 2:7 727 Jeremiah 2:28

they never said, Where is the Lord, who took us up out of the land of Egypt;
whowasourguide through thewasteof sand, throughanunplanted land full
of deep holes, through a dry land of deep shade, which no onewent through
and where no man was living? 7 And I took you into a fertile land, where
you were living on its fruit and its wealth; but when you came in, you made
my land unclean, and made my heritage a disgusting thing. 8 The priests
did not say, Where is the Lord? and those who were expert in the law had
no knowledge of me: and the rulers did evil against me, and the prophets
became prophets of the Baal, going after things without value. 9 For this
reason, I will again put forward my cause against you, says the Lord, even
against you and against your children's children. 10 For go over to the sea-
lands of Kittim and see; send to Kedar and give deep thought to it; and see
if there has ever been such a thing. 11Has any nation ever made a change
in their gods, though they are no gods? but my people have given up their
glory in exchange for what is of no profit. 12 Be full of wonder, O heavens,
at this; be overcomewith fear, be completely waste, says the Lord. 13For my
people have done two evils; they have given up me, the fountain of living
waters, and have made for themselves water-holes, cut out from the rock,
broken water-holes, of no use for storing water. 14 Is Israel a servant? has
he been a house-servant from birth? why has he been made waste? 15 The
young lions have made an outcry against him with a loud voice: they have
made his land waste; his towns are burned up, with no one living in them.
16Even the children of Noph and Tahpanhes have put shame on you. 17Has
not this come on youbecause youhave givenup the Lord yourGod,whowas
your guide by theway? 18Andnow,what have you to do on theway to Egypt,
to get your drink from the waters of the Nile? or what have you to do on the
way to Assyria, to get your drink from the waters of the River? 19 The evil
you yourselves have donewill be your punishment, your errorswill be your
judge: be certain then, andsee that it is anevil andabitter thing togiveup the
Lord your God, and no longer to be moved by fear of me, says the Lord, the
Lord of armies. 20 For in the past, your yoke was broken by your hands and
your cords parted; and you said, I will not be your servant; for on every high
hill and under every branching tree, your behaviour was like that of a loose
woman 21Butwhen youwere planted byme, youwere a noble vine, in every
way a true seed: how then have you been changed into the branching plant
of a strange vine? 22 For even if you are washed with soda and take much
soap, still your evil-doing is marked before me, says the Lord God. 23How
are you able to say, I am not unclean, I have not gone after the Baals? see
your way in the valley, be clear about what you have done: you are a quick-
footed camel twisting her way in and out; 24 An untrained ass, used to the
waste land, breathing up the wind in her desire; at her time, who is able to
send her away? all those who are looking for her will have no need to make
themselves tired; in her month they will get her. 25 Do not let your foot be
without shoes, or your throat dry from need of water: but you said, There
is no hope: no, for I have been a lover of strange gods, and after them I will
go. 26As the thief is shamedwhen he is taken, so is Israel shamed; they, their
kings and their rulers, their priests and their prophets; 27Who say to a tree,
You are my father; and to a stone, You have given me life: for their backs
have been turned tome, not their faces: but in the time of their trouble they
will say, Up! andbe our saviour. 28Butwhere are the gods youhavemade for
yourselves? let themcome, if theyareable to giveyou salvation in the timeof
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your trouble: for the number of your gods is as the number of your towns, O
Judah. 29Whywill youput forwardyour causeagainstme? Youhaveall done
evil against me, says the Lord. 30 I gave your children blows to no purpose;
they got no good from training: your sword has been the destruction of your
prophets, like a death-giving lion. 31O generation, see the word of the Lord.
Have I beenawaste land to Israel? or a landof darknight? whydomypeople
say, We have got loose, we will not come to you again? 32 Is it possible for a
virgin to put out of her memory her ornaments, or a bride her robes? but
my people have putme out of theirmemories for unnumbered days. 33With
what care are your ways ordered when you are looking for love! so ... your
ways. 34And in the skirts of your robemaybe seen the life-bloodof thosewho
have done no wrong: ... 35 And still you said, I have done no wrong; truly,
his wrath is turned away fromme. See, I will take up the cause against you,
because you say, I have done no wrong. 36Why do you go about so much for
the purpose of changing yourway? youwill be shamed on account of Egypt,
as youwere shamed on account of Assyria. 37Truly, youwill go out fromhim
with your hands on your head: for the Lord has given up those inwhomyou
have put your faith, and they will be of no help to you.

3
1They say, If amanputs awayhiswife and she goes fromhimandbecomes

another man's, will he go back to her again? will not that land have been
made unclean? but though you have been acting like a loose woman with a
number of lovers, will you now come back to me? says the Lord. 2 Let your
eyes be liftedup to the openhilltops, and see;wherehave younot been taken
by your lovers? You have been seated waiting for them by the wayside like
an Arabian in the waste land; you have made the land unclean with your
loose ways and your evil-doing. 3 So the showers have been kept back, and
there has been no spring rain; still your brow is the brow of a loose woman,
youwill not let yourself be shamed. 4Will younot, from this time,make your
prayer to me, crying, My father, you are the friend of my early years? 5Will
he be angry for ever? will he keep his wrath to the end? These things you
have said, and have done evil and have had your way. 6And the Lord said to
me in the days of Josiah the king, Have you seen what Israel, turning away
from me, has done? She has gone up on every high mountain and under
every branching tree, acting like a loosewoman there. 7And I said, After she
has done all these things she will come back to me; but she did not. And her
false sister Judah saw it. 8And though she saw that, because Israel, turning
away from me, had been untrue to me, I had put her away and given her
a statement in writing ending the relation between us, still Judah, her false
sister, had no fear, but went and did the same. 9 So that through all her loose
behaviour the land became unclean, and she was untrue, giving herself to
stones and trees. 10But for all this, her false sister Judah has not come back
to me with all her heart, but with deceit, says the Lord. 11And the Lord said
tome, Israel in her turning away is seen to bemore upright than false Judah.
12 Go, and give out these words to the north, and say, Come back, O Israel,
though you have been turned away from me, says the Lord; my face will
not be against you in wrath: for I am full of mercy, says the Lord, I will not
be angry for ever. 13Only be conscious of your sin, the evil you have done
against the Lord your God; you have gone with strange men under every
branching tree, giving no attention tomy voice, says the Lord. 14Come back,
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O children who are turned away, says the Lord; for I am a husband to you,
and Iwill takeyou, one froma townand two froma family, andwillmakeyou
come to Zion; 15And I will give you keepers, pleasing to my heart, who will
give you your food with knowledge and wisdom. 16And it will come about,
when your numbers are increased in the land, in those days, says the Lord,
that they will no longer say, The ark of the agreement of the Lord: it will not
come into their minds, they will not have any memory of it, or be conscious
of the loss of it, and itwill not bemade again. 17At that time Jerusalemwill be
named the seat of the Lord's kingdom; and all the nationswill come together
to it, to the name of the Lord, to Jerusalem: and no longer will their steps
be guided by the purposes of their evil hearts. 18 In those days the family of
Judahwill gowith the family of Israel, and theywill come together out of the
land of the north into the land which I gave for a heritage to your fathers.
19But I said, How am I to put you among the children, and give you a desired
land, a heritage of glory among the armies of the nations? and I said, You are
to say to me, My father; and not be turned away fromme. 20Truly, as a wife
is false to her husband, so have you been false to me, O Israel, says the Lord.
21Avoice is soundingon theopenhilltops, theweepingand theprayers of the
children of Israel; because their way is twisted, they have not kept the Lord
their God in mind. 22Come back, you children who have been turned away,
and I will take away your desire for wandering. See, we have come to you,
for you are the Lord our God. 23Truly, the hills, and the noise of an army on
themountains, are a false hope: truly, in the Lord our God is the salvation of
Israel. 24But the Baal has taken all the work of our fathers from our earliest
days; their flocks and their herds, their sons and their daughters. 25Let us be
stretched on the earth in our downfall, covering ourselves with our shame:
forwe have been sinners against the Lord ourGod,we and our fathers, from
our earliest years even till this day: andwe have not given ear to the voice of
the Lord our God.

4
1 If you will come back, O Israel, says the Lord, you will come back to me:

and if youwill put awayyourdisgustingways, youwill notbe sent away from
before me. 2 And you will take your oath, By the living Lord, in good faith
and wisdom and righteousness; and the nations will make use of you as a
blessing, and in you will they take a pride. 3For this is what the Lord says to
themenof Judahand to Jerusalem: Get yourunworked landploughedup, do
not put in your seeds among thorns. 4Undergo a circumcision of the heart,
you men of Judah and people of Jerusalem: or my wrath may come out like
fire, burning so that no one is able to put it out, because of the evil of your
doings. 5 Say openly in Judah, give it out in Jerusalem, and say, Let the horn
be sounded in the land: crying out in a loud voice, Come together, and let us
go into the walled towns. 6Put up a flag for a sign to Zion: go in flight so that
you may be safe, waiting no longer: for I will send evil from the north, and
a great destruction. 7A lion has gone up from his secret place in the woods,
and one who makes waste the nations is on his way; he has gone out from
his place, to make your land unpeopled, so that your towns will be made
waste, with noman living in them. 8For this put on haircloth, with weeping
and loud crying: for the burning wrath of the Lord is not turned back from
us. 9And it will come about in that day, says the Lord, that the heart of the
king will be dead in him, and the hearts of the rulers; and the priests will
be overcome with fear, and the prophets with wonder. 10 Then said I, Ah,
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Lord God! your words were not true when you said to this people and to
Jerusalem, You will have peace; when the sword has come even to the soul.
11At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem, A burning wind
from the open hilltops in the waste land is blowing on the daughter of my
people, not for separating or cleaning the grain; 12A full wind will come for
me: andnow Iwill givemydecision against them. 13See, hewill comeup like
the clouds, andhiswar-carriages like the storm-wind: his horses are quicker
than eagles. Sorrow is ours, for destruction has come on us. 14O Jerusalem,
make your heart clean from evil, so that you may have salvation. How long
are evil purposes to have a resting-place in you? 15 For a voice is sounding
from Dan, giving out evil from the hills of Ephraim: 16 Make this come to
the minds of the nations, make a statement openly against Jerusalem, that
attackers are coming froma far country and their voiceswill be loud against
the towns of Judah. 17 Like keepers of a field they are against her on every
side; because she has been fighting against me, says the Lord. 18 Your ways
and your doings have made these things come on you; this is your sin; truly
it is bitter, going deep into your heart. 19My soul, my soul! I am pained tomy
inmost heart; my heart is troubled in me; I am not able to be quiet, because
the sound of the horn, the note of war, has come tomy ears. 20News is given
of destruction on destruction; all the land ismadewaste: suddenlymy tents,
straight away my curtains, are made waste. 21How long will I go on seeing
the flag and hearing the sound of thewar-horn? 22Formypeople are foolish,
theyhavenoknowledgeofme; theyareevil-mindedchildren,without sense,
all of them: theyarewise in evil-doing, buthavenoknowledgeofdoinggood.
23Looking at the earth, I saw that it was waste and without form; and to the
heavens, that they had no light. 24 Looking at the mountains, I saw them
shaking, and all the hills were moved about. 25 Looking, I saw that there
was no man, and all the birds of heaven had gone in flight. 26 Looking, I
saw that the fertile field was a waste, and all its towns were broken down
before the Lord and before his burning wrath. 27 For this is what the Lord
has said: All the landwill become awaste; I will make destruction complete.
28The earth will be weeping for this, and the heavens on high will be black:
because I have said it, and I will not go back from it; it is my purpose, and
it will not be changed. 29All the land is in flight because of the noise of the
horsemen and the bowmen; they have taken cover in the woodland and up
on the rocks: every town has been given up, not a man is living in them.
30 And you, when you are made waste, what will you do? Though you are
clothed in red, though you make yourself beautiful with ornaments of gold,
though you make your eyes wide with paint, it is for nothing that you make
yourself fair; your lovers have nomore desire for you, they have designs on
your life. 31A voice has come to my ears like the voice of a woman in birth-
pains, the pain of one giving birth to her first child, the voice of the daughter
of Zion, fighting for breath, stretching out her hands, saying, Now sorrow is
mine! for my strength is gone fromme before the takers of life.

5
1 Go quickly through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and get

knowledge, andmake a search in herwide places if there is aman, if there is
one inherwho is upright, whokeeps faith; and shewill havemy forgiveness.
2 And though they say, By the living Lord; truly their oaths are false. 3 O
Lord, do not your eyes see good faith? you have given them punishment,
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but they were not troubled; you have sent destruction on them, but they did
not take your teaching to heart: they have made their faces harder than a
rock; they would not come back. 4 Then I said, But these are the poor: they
are foolish, for they have no knowledge of the way of the Lord or of the
behaviourdesiredby theirGod. 5 Iwill go to thegreatmenandhave talkwith
them; for they have knowledge of the way of the Lord and of the behaviour
desired by their God. But as for these, their one purpose is a broken yoke
and burst bands. 6 And so a lion from the woods will put them to death,
a wolf of the waste land will make them waste, a leopard will keep watch
on their towns, and everyone who goes out from them will be food for the
beasts; because of the great number of their sins and the increase of their
wrongdoing. 7 How is it possible for you to have my forgiveness for this?
your childrenhave givenmeup, taking their oaths by thosewhoareno gods:
when I had given them food in full measure, they were false to their wives,
taking theirpleasure in thehousesof loosewomen. 8Theywere full ofdesire,
like horses after a meal of grain: everyone went after his neighbour's wife.
9 Am I not to give punishment for these things? says the Lord: will not my
soul take payment from such a nation as this? 10Go up against her vines and
make waste; let the destruction be complete: take away her branches, for
they are not the Lord's. 11 For the people of Israel and the people of Judah
have been very false to me, says the Lord. 12They would have nothing to do
with the Lord, saying, Hewill do nothing, and no evil will come to us; wewill
not see the sword or be short of food: 13And the prophets will becomewind,
and the word is not in them; so it will be done to them. 14For this reason the
Lord, the God of armies, has said: Because you have said this, I will makemy
words inyourmouthafire, and this peoplewood, and theywill beburnedup
by it. 15See, Iwill sendyouanation from far away, Opeople of Israel, says the
Lord; a strong nation and an old nation, a nation whose language is strange
to you, so that youmay not get the sense of their words. 16Their arrows give
certain death, they are all men of war. 17 They will take all the produce of
your fields, which would have been food for your sons and your daughters:
they will take your flocks and your herds: they will take all your vines and
your fig-trees: and with the sword they will make waste your walled towns
in which you put your faith. 18 But even in those days, says the Lord, I will
not let your destruction be complete. 19 And it will come about, when you
say, Why has the Lord our God done all these things to us? that you will say
to them, As you gave me up, making yourselves servants to strange gods in
your land, sowill yoube servants to strangemen ina landwhich is not yours.
20Say this openly in Jacob and give it out in Judah, saying, 21Give ear now to
this, O foolish peoplewithout sense; whohave eyes but see nothing, and ears
without the power of hearing: 22Have you no fear of me? says the Lord; will
you not be shakingwith fear beforeme, who have put the sand as a limit for
the sea, by an eternal order, so that itmaynot go past it? and though it is ever
inmotion, it is not able to have itsway; though the sound of itswaves is loud,
they are not able to go past it. 23But the heart of this people is uncontrolled
and turned away from me; they are broken loose and gone. 24And they do
not say in their hearts, Now let us give worship to our God, who gives the
rain, the winter and the spring rain, at the right time; who keeps for us the
ordered weeks of the grain-cutting. 25Through your evil-doing these things
have been turned away, and your sins have kept back good from you. 26For
there are sinners amongmy people: they keepwatch, likemenwatching for
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birds; they put a net and take men in it. 27As the fowl-house is full of birds,
so are their houses full of deceit: for this reason they have become great and
have got wealth. 28 They have become fat and strong: they have gone far in
works of evil: they give no support to the cause of the child without a father,
so that they may do well; they do not see that the poor man gets his rights.
29Am I not to give punishment for these things? says the Lord: will not my
soul take payment from such a nation as this? 30A thing of wonder and fear
has come about in the land; 31The prophets give false words and the priests
give decisions by their direction; and my people are glad to have it so: and
what will you do in the end?

6
1 Go in flight out of Jerusalem, so that you may be safe, you children

of Benjamin, and let the horn be sounded in Tekoa, and the flag be lifted
up on Beth-haccherem: for evil is looking out from the north, and a great
destruction. 2The fair and delicate one, the daughter of Zion, will be cut off
by my hand. 3Keepers of sheep with their flocks will come to her; they will
put up their tents round her; everyone will get food in his place. 4Make war
ready against her; up! let us go up when the sun is high. Sorrow is ours! for
the day is turned and the shades of evening are stretched out. 5Up! let us go
up by night, and send destruction on her great houses. 6For this is what the
Lord of armies has said: Let trees be cut down and an earthwork be placed
against Jerusalem: sorrow on the false town! inside her there is nothing but
cruel ways. 7As the spring keeps its waters cold, so she keeps her evil in her:
the sound of cruel and violent behaviour is in her; beforeme at all times are
disease and wounds. 8 Undergo teaching, O Jerusalem, or my soul will be
turnedaway fromyou, and Iwillmakeyouawaste, anunpeopled land. 9This
iswhat the Lord of armies has said: Everythingwill be taken from the rest of
Israel as the last grapes are taken from the vine; let your hand be turned to
the small branches, like one pulling off grapes. 10Towhomam I to giveword,
witnessing so that they may take note? see, their ears are stopped, and they
are not able to give attention: see, the word of the Lord has been a cause
of shame to them, they have no delight in it. 11 For this reason I am full of
the wrath of the Lord, I am tired of keeping it in: may it be let loose on the
children in the street, and on the band of the young men together: for even
the husband with his wife will be taken, the old man with him who is full
of days. 12 And their houses will be handed over to others, their fields and
their wives together: for my hand will be stretched out against the people
of the land, says the Lord. 13 For from the least of them even to the greatest,
everyone is given up to getting money; from the prophet even to the priest,
everyone is working deceit. 14 And they have made little of the wounds of
my people, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace. 15Let them be put
to shamebecause theyhavedonedisgusting things. Theyhadnoshame, they
were not able to become redwith shame: so theywill come downwith those
who are falling: when my punishment comes on them, they will be made
low, says the Lord. 16This is what the Lord has said: Take your place looking
out on the ways; make search for the old roads, saying, Where is the good
way? and go in it that you may have rest for your souls. But they said, We
will not go in it. 17 And I put watchmen over you, saying, Give attention to
the sound of the horn; but they said, We will not give attention. 18 So then,
give ear, you nations, and ... 19Give ear, O earth: see, I will make evil come



Jeremiah 6:20 733 Jeremiah 7:14

on this people, even the fruit of their thoughts, because they have not given
attention tomywords, and theywould have nothing to dowithmy law. 20To
what purpose does sweet perfume come to me from Sheba, and spices from
a far country? your burned offerings give me no pleasure, your offerings of
beasts are not pleasing to me. 21For this reason the Lord has said, See, I will
put stones in thewayof thispeople: and the fathersand thesons togetherwill
go falling over them; the neighbour and his friend will come to destruction.
22The Lord has said, See, a people is coming from the north country, a great
nation will be put in motion from the inmost parts of the earth. 23Bows and
spears are in their hands; they are cruel and have no mercy; their voice is
like the thunder of the sea, and they go on horses; everyone in his place like
men going to the fight, against you, O daughter of Zion. 24 The news of it
has come to our ears; our hands have become feeble: trouble has come on
us and pain, like the pain of a woman in childbirth. 25 Go not out into the
field or by the way; for there is the sword of the attacker, and fear on every
side. 26Odaughterofmypeople, putonhaircloth, rollingyourself in thedust:
give yourself to sorrow, as for an only son, withmost bitter cries of grief; for
he who makes waste will come on us suddenly. 27 I have made you a tester
amongmypeople, so that youmay have knowledge of theirway and put it to
the test. 28All of them are turned away, going about with false stories; they
are brass and iron: they are all workers of deceit. 29 The blower is blowing
strongly, the lead is burned away in the fire: they go on heating the metal
to no purpose, for the evil-doers are not taken away. 30 They will be named
waste silver, because the Lord has given them up.

7
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2 Take your

place in the doorway of the Lord's house, and give out this word there, and
say, Give ear to the word of the Lord, all you of Judahwho come inside these
doors to give worship to the Lord. 3 The Lord of armies, the God of Israel,
says, Let your ways and your doings be changed for the better and I will let
yougoon living in this place. 4Putno faith in falsewords, saying, TheTemple
of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, are these. 5 For
if your ways and your doings are truly changed for the better; if you truly
give right decisions between aman and his neighbour; 6 If you are not cruel
to the man from a strange country, and to the child without a father, and to
thewidow, and do not put the upright to death in this place, or go after other
gods, causing damage to yourselves: 7Then I will let you go on living in this
place, in the land which I gave to your fathers in the past and for ever. 8 See,
you put your faith in false words which are of no profit. 9Will you take the
goods of others, putmen todeath, andbeuntrue to yourwives, and take false
oaths, and have perfumes burned to the Baal, and go after other gods which
are strange to you; 10And come and take your place beforeme in this house,
which is named by my name, and say, We have been made safe; so that you
may do all these disgusting things? 11Has this house, which is named bymy
name, become a hole of thieves to you? Truly I, even I, have seen it, says the
Lord. 12But go now to my place which was in Shiloh, where I put my name
at first, and see what I did to it because of the evil-doing of my people Israel.
13And now, because you have done all these works, says the Lord, and I sent
my word to you, getting up early and sending, but you did not give ear; and
my voice came to you, but you gave no answer: 14For this reason I will do to
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thehousewhich isnamedbymyname, and inwhichyouhaveput your faith,
and to the place which I gave to you and to your fathers, as I have done to
Shiloh. 15And I will send you away from beforemy face, as I have sent away
all your brothers, even all the seed of Ephraim. 16And as for you (Jeremiah),
make no prayers for this people, send up no cry or prayer for them,make no
request for them tome: for Iwill not give ear. 17Do younot seewhat they are
doing in the townsof Judahand in thestreetsof Jerusalem? 18Thechildrengo
for wood, the fathers get the fire burning, the women are working the paste
to make cakes for the queen of heaven, and drink offerings are drained out
to other gods, moving me to wrath. 19 Are they moving me to wrath? says
the Lord; are they not moving themselves to their shame? 20 So this is what
the Lord God has said: See, mywrath andmy passionwill be let loose on this
place, on man and beast, and on the trees of the field, and on the produce of
the earth; it will be burning and will not be put out. 21 These are the words
of the Lord of armies, the God of Israel: Put your burned offerings with your
offerings of beasts, and take flesh for your food. 22For I said nothing to your
fathers, and gave them no orders, on the day when I took them out of Egypt,
about burned offerings or offerings of beasts: 23But thiswas the order I gave
them, saying, Give ear tomyvoice, and Iwill be yourGod, and youwill bemy
people: go in all theway ordered byme, so that allmaybewell for you. 24But
they took no note and did not give ear, but were guided by the thoughts and
the pride of their evil hearts, going back and not forward. 25 From the day
when your fathers came out of Egypt till this day, I have sent my servants
the prophets to you, getting up early every day and sending them: 26But still
they took no note and would not give ear, but they made their necks stiff,
doingworse than their fathers. 27And you are to say all thesewords to them,
but they will not give ear to you: you will send out your voice to them, but
they will give no answer. 28 And you are to say to them, This is the nation
which has not given ear to the voice of their God, or taken his teaching to
heart: good faith is dead and is cut off from their mouths. 29Let your hair be
cut off, O Jerusalem, and let it go, and let a song of grief go up on the open
hilltops; for the Lord is turned away from the generation of his wrath and
has given them up. 30For the children of Judah have done what is evil in my
eyes, says theLord: theyhaveput their disgusting images in thehousewhich
is named by my name, making it unclean. 31And they have put up the high
place of Topheth in the valley of the son of Hinnom, burning their sons and
their daughters there in the fire; a thing which was not ordered by me and
never came into my mind. 32 For this cause, the days are coming, says the
Lord, when it will no longer be named Topheth, or, The valley of the son of
Hinnom, but, The valley of Death: for theywill put the dead into the earth in
Topheth till there is no more room. 33And the bodies of this people will be
food for the birds of heaven and for the beasts of the earth; and therewill be
no one to send them away. 34And in the towns of Judah and in the streets of
Jerusalem, I will put an end to the laughing voices, the voice of joy and the
voice of the newly-married man and the voice of the bride: for the land will
become a waste.

8
1At that time, says the Lord, they will take the bones of the kings of Judah,

and the bones of his rulers, and the bones of the priests, and the bones of
the prophets, and the bones of the people of Jerusalem out of their resting-
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places: 2 And they will put them out before the sun and the moon and all
the stars of heaven, whose lovers and servants they have been, after whom
they have gone, to whom they have made prayers, and to whom they have
given worship: they will not be put together or placed in the earth; they will
be waste on the face of the earth. 3 And death will be desired more than
life by the rest of this evil family who are still living in all the places where
I have sent them away, says the Lord of armies. 4 Further, you are to say
to them, This is what the Lord has said: Will those who are falling not be
lifted up again? will he who has gone away not come back? 5Why do these
people of Jerusalem go back, for ever turning away? they will not give up
their deceit, they will not come back. 6 I took note and gave ear, but no one
said what is right: no man had regret for his evil-doing, saying, What have I
done? everyone goes off on his way like a horse rushing to the fight. 7Truly,
the stork in the heavens is conscious of her fixed times; the dove and the
swallow and the crane keep to the times of their coming; butmy people have
no knowledge of the lawof the Lord. 8How is it that you say,We arewise and
the law of the Lord is with us? But see, the false pen of the scribes has made
it false. 9The wise men are shamed, they are overcomewith fear and taken:
see, they have given up the word of the Lord; and what use is their wisdom
to them? 10 So I will give their wives to others, and their fields to those who
will take them for themselves: for everyone, from the least to the greatest,
is given up to getting money; from the priest even to the prophet, everyone
is false. 11And they have made little of the wounds of the daughter of Zion,
saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace. 12 Let them be put to shame
because theyhavedonedisgusting things. Theyhadno shame, theywerenot
able to become red with shame: so they will come downwith those who are
falling: in the time of their punishment theywill bemade low, says the Lord.
13 I will put an end to them completely, says the Lord: there are no grapes
on the vine and no figs on the fig-tree, and the leaf is dry. 14 Why are we
seated doing nothing? come together, and let us go to the walled towns, and
let destruction overtake us there, for the Lord our God has sent destruction
on us, and given us bitter water for our drink, because we have done evil
against the Lord. 15We were looking for peace, but no good came; and for
a time of well-being, but there is only a great fear. 16 The loud breathing of
the horses comes to our ears fromDan: at the sound of the outcry of his war-
horses, all the land is shaking with fear; for they have come, and havemade
a meal of the land and everything in it; the town and the people living in it.
17 See, I will send snakes and poison-snakes among you, against which the
wonder-worker has no power; and they will give you wounds which may
not be made well, says the Lord. 18 Sorrow has come onme! my heart in me
is feeble. 19 The voice of the cry of the daughter of my people comes from a
far land: Is the Lord not in Zion? is not her King in her? Whyhave theymade
me angrywith their images and their strange godswhich are no gods? 20The
grain-cutting is past, the summer is ended, and no salvation has come to us.
21For thedestruction of thedaughter ofmypeople I ambroken: I amdressed
in the clothing of grief; fear has takenme in its grip. 22 Is there no life-giving
oil in Gilead? is there no expert in medical arts? why then have my people
not beenmade well?

9
1 If onlymyheadwasa streamofwaters andmyeyes fountainsofweeping,

so that Imightgoonweepingdayandnight for thedeadof thedaughterofmy
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people! 2 If only I had in the waste land a night's resting-place for travellers,
so that Imight go away, far frommypeople! for they are all untrue, a band of
false men. 3 Their tongues are bent like a bow to send out false words: they
have become strong in the land, but not for good faith: they go on from evil
to evil, and they have no knowledge of me, says the Lord. 4 Let everyone
keep watch on his neighbour, and put no faith in any brother: for every
brother will certainly be tricking his brother, and every neighbour will go
about saying evil. 5 Everyone will make sport of his neighbour with deceit,
not saying what is true: their tongues have been trained to say false words;
they are twisted, hating to come back. 6 There is wrong on wrong, deceit
on deceit; they have given up the knowledge of me, says the Lord. 7 So the
Lord of armies has said, See, I will make them soft in the fire and put them
to the test; this I will do because of their evil-doing. 8His tongue is an arrow
causing death; the words of his mouth are deceit: he says words of peace
to his neighbour, but in his heart he is waiting secretly for him. 9 Am I not
to send punishment for these things? says the Lord: will not my soul take
payment from such a nation as this? 10Give yourselves to weeping, crying
out in sorrowfor themountains; and for thefieldsof thewaste landsendupa
song of grief, because they are burned up, so that no one goes through; there
is no sound of cattle; the bird of the heavens and the beast are in flight and
are gone. 11And I will make Jerusalem a mass of broken stones, the living-
place of jackals; and I will make the towns of Judah a waste, with no man
living there. 12Who is the wise man able to see this? who is he to whom the
word of the Lord has come, so that he may make it clear? why is the land
given to destruction and burned up like a waste place, so that no one goes
through? 13 And the Lord said, Because they have given up my law which
I put before them, giving no attention to my voice and not being guided by
it; 14But they have been walking in the pride of their hearts, going after the
Baals, as their fathers gave them teaching. 15 So the Lord of armies, the God
of Israel, has said, I will give them, even this people, bitter plants for food
and bitter water for drink. 16 And I will send them wandering among the
nations, among people strange to them and to their fathers: and I will send
the sword after them till I have put an end to them. 17 This is what the Lord
of armies has said: Take thought and send for the weeping women, so that
theymay come; and send for the wise women, so that theymay come: 18Let
themquicklymake cries of sorrow for us, so that dropsmay be flowing from
our eyes till they are streaming with water. 19 For a sound of weeping goes
up fromZion, a cry, Howhas destruction come on us? we are overcomewith
shame because we have gone away from our land; he has sent us out from
our house. 20But even now, give ear to the word of the Lord, O you women;
let your ears be open to the word of his mouth, training your daughters to
give cries of sorrow, everyone teaching her neighbour a song of grief. 21For
death has come up into our windows, forcing its way into our great houses;
cutting off the children in the streets and the young men in the wide places.
22 The bodies of men will be falling like waste on the open fields, and like
grain dropped by the grain-cutter, and no one will take them up. 23 This is
the word of the Lord: Let not the wise man take pride in his wisdom, or the
strong man in his strength, or the man of wealth in his wealth: 24But if any
man has pride, let it be in this, that he has the wisdom to have knowledge
of me, that I am the Lord, working mercy, giving true decisions, and doing
righteousness in the earth: for in these things I have delight, says the Lord.
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25 See, the day is coming, says the Lord, when I will send punishment on all
those who have circumcision in the flesh; 26On Egypt and on Judah and on
Edom and on the children of Ammon and on Moab and on all who have the
ends of their hair cut, who are living in the waste land: for all these nations
and all the people of Israel are without circumcision in their hearts.

10
1Give ear to thewordwhich the Lord says to you, O people of Israel: 2This

is what the Lord has said: Do not go in the way of the nations; have no fear
of the signs of heaven, for the nations go in fear of them. 3 For that which is
feared by the people is foolish: it is the work of the hands of the workman;
for a tree is cut down by him out of the woods with his axe. 4 They make it
beautiful with silver and gold; they make it strong with nails and hammers,
so that it may not be moved. 5 It is like a pillar in a garden of plants, and has
no voice: it has to be lifted, for it has no power of walking. Have no fear of it;
for it has no power of doing evil and it is not able to do any good. 6There is no
one like you, O Lord; you are great and your name is great in power. 7Who
would not have fear of you, O King of the nations? for it is your right: for
among all the wise men of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, there is no
one like you. 8But they are together like beasts and foolish: the teaching of
false gods is wood. 9 Silver hammered into plates is sent from Tarshish, and
gold from Uphaz, the work of the expert workman and of the hands of the
gold-worker; blue and purple is their clothing, all the work of expert men.
10But the Lord is the trueGod; he is the living God and an eternal king: when
he is angry, the earth is shaking with fear, and the nations give way before
his wrath. 11 This is what you are to say to them: The gods who have not
made theheavensand theearthwill be cutoff fromtheearthand fromunder
the heavens. 12He has made the earth by his power, he has made the world
strong in its place by his wisdom, and by his wise design the heavens have
been stretched out. 13At the sound of his voice there is a massing of waters
in the heavens, and he makes the mists go up from the ends of the earth;
he makes the thunder-flames for the rain, and sends out the wind from his
store-houses. 14 Then every man becomes like a beast without knowledge;
every gold-worker is put to shame by the image he has made: for his metal
image is deceit, and there is nobreath in them. 15They arenothing, awork of
error: in the timeof theirpunishment, destructionwill overtake them. 16The
heritage of Jacob is not like these; for the maker of all things is his heritage:
the Lord of armies is his name. 17Get your goods together and go out of the
land, O you who are shut up in the walled town. 18 For the Lord has said, I
will send the people in flight like a stone from the land at this time, troubling
them so that theywill be conscious of it. 19Sorrow ismine for I amwounded!
my wound may not be made well; and I said, Cruel is my disease, I may not
be free from it. 20My tent is pulled down and all my cords are broken: my
children have gone fromme, and they are not: no longer is there anyone to
give help in stretching out my tent and hanging up my curtains. 21 For the
keepers of the sheep have become like beasts, not looking to the Lord for
directions: so they have not done wisely and all their flocks have been put
to flight. 22News is going about, see, it is coming, a great shaking is coming
from the north country, so that the towns of Judah may be made waste and
become the living-place of jackals. 23OLord, I amconscious that aman'sway
is not in himself: man has no power of guiding his steps. 24O Lord, put me
right, but with wise purpose; not in your wrath, or you will make me small.
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25Let yourwrathbe let looseon thenationswhichhavenoknowledgeof you,
and on the families who give no worship to your name: for they have made
a meal of Jacob, truly they have made a meal of him and put an end to him
andmade his fields a waste.

11
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2 Give ear to

the words of this agreement, and say to the men of Judah and to the people
of Jerusalem, 3 The Lord, the God of Israel, has said, Let that man be cursed
who does not give ear to the words of this agreement, 4 To the order which
I gave your fathers on the day when I took them out of the land of Egypt,
out of the oven of iron, saying, Give ear to my voice, and do all the orders I
have given you: so you will be my people, and I will be your God: 5 So that
I may give effect to the oath which I made to your fathers, to give them a
land flowing with milk and honey as at this day. And I said in answer, So be
it, O Lord. 6 And the Lord said to me, Give out these words in the towns of
Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, saying, Give ear to the words of this
agreement and do them. 7 For I gave certain witness to your fathers on the
daywhen I took themupout of the landof Egypt, and even to this day, getting
up early and witnessing and saying, Give ear to my voice. 8But they gave no
attention and did not give ear, but they went on, every man in the pride of
his evil heart: so I sent on themall the curses in this agreement, which I gave
them orders to keep, but they did not. 9 And the Lord said to me, There is
an evil design at work among themen of Judah and the people of Jerusalem.
10They are turned back to the sins of their fathers, whowould not give ear to
my words; they have gone after other gods and become their servants: the
people of Israel and the people of Judah have not kept the agreement which
I made with their fathers. 11 So the Lord has said, I will send evil on them,
which they will not be able to get away from; and they will send up a cry for
help tome, but I will not give ear to them. 12Then the towns of Judah and the
people of Jerusalem will go crying for help to the gods to whom they have
been burning perfumes: but they will give them no salvation in the time of
their trouble. 13For the number of your gods is as the number of your towns,
O Judah; and for every street in Jerusalem you have put up altars to the Baal
for burning perfumes to the Baal. 14 And as for you, make no prayers for
this people, send up no cry or prayer for them: for I will not give ear to their
cry in the time of their trouble. 15About Judah. What have you to do in my
house? is it your thought that oaths and holy flesh will get you out of your
trouble? will youmake yourself safe in this way? 16You had been named by
the Lord, A branching olive-tree, fair with beautiful fruit: with the noise of
a great rushing he has put it on fire and its branches are broken. 17 For the
Lord of armies, by whom you were planted, has given his decision for evil
against you, because of the evil which the people of Israel and the people of
Judah have done, In moving me to wrath by offering perfumes to the Baal.
18And the Lord gave me knowledge of it and I saw it: then you made clear
to me their doings. 19But I was like a gentle lamb taken to be put to death; I
had no thought that they were designing evil against me, saying, Come and
let us make trouble his food, cutting him off from the land of the living, so
that there may be no more memory of his name. 20 But, O Lord of armies,
judging in righteousness, testing the thoughts and the heart, let me see your
punishment come on them: for I have put my cause before you. 21 So this is
what the Lord of armies has said about themen of Anathothwho havemade



Jeremiah 11:22 739 Jeremiah 13:2

designs against your life, saying, You are not to be a prophet in the name of
the Lord, or death will overtake you by our hands: 22 So the Lord of armies
has said, See, I will send punishment on them: the young men will be put to
the sword; their sons and their daughters will come to death through need
of food: 23Not one of themwill keep his life, for I will send evil on themen of
Anathoth in the year of their punishment.

12
1You are in the right, O Lord, when I put my cause before you: still let me

take up with you the question of your decisions: why does the evil-doer do
well? why are the workers of deceit living in comfort? 2 They have been
planted by you, they have taken root; they go on and give fruit: you are
near in their mouths but far from their thoughts. 3 But you, O Lord, have
knowledge of me; you see me, searching and testing how my heart is with
you: let them be pulled out like sheep to be put to death, make them ready
for the day of death. 4How longwill the land have grief, and the plants of all
the land be dry? because of the sins of the people living in it, destruction has
overtaken the beasts and the birds; because they said, God does not see our
ways. 5 If running with the fighting-men has made you tired, how will you
be able to keep up with horses? and if in a land of peace you go in flight,
what will become of you in the thick growth of Jordan? 6 For even your
brothers, your father's family, even they have been untrue to you, crying
loudly after you: have no faith in them, though they say fair words to you.
7 I have given upmy house, I have let my heritage go; I have given the loved
one of my soul into the hands of her haters. 8My heritage has become like
a lion in the woodland to me; her voice has been loud against me; so I have
hate for her. 9My heritage is like a brightly coloured bird to me; the cruel
birds are attacking her on every side: go, get together all the beasts of the
field,make themcome fordestruction. 10Thekeepers of sheephavebeen the
destruction of my vine-garden, crushing my heritage under their feet; they
havemademy fair heritage an unplantedwaste; 11They havemade itwaste;
it isweeping tome, beingwasted; all the land ismadewaste, becausenoman
takes it to heart. 12Thosewhomakewaste have come on all the open hilltops
in the waste land; for the sword of the Lord sends destruction from one end
of the land to the other end of the land: no flesh has peace. 13 Though good
grainwas planted, they have got in thorns: they have given themselves pain
without profit: they will be shamed on account of their produce, because of
the burning wrath of the Lord. 14 This is what the Lord has said against all
my evil neighbours, who put their hands on the heritage which I gave my
people Israel: See, I will have them uprooted from their land, uprooting the
people of Judah from among them. 15And it will come about that, after they
havebeenuprooted, Iwill againhavepityon them; and Iwill take themback,
every man to his heritage and everyman to his land. 16And it will be that, if
they give their minds to learning the ways of my people, using my name in
their oaths, By the living Lord; as they have been teachingmy people to take
oaths by the Baal; then their place will be made certain among my people.
17But if theywill not give ear, then Iwill have thatnationuprooted, andgiven
to destruction, says the Lord.

13
1 This is what the Lord said to me: Go and get yourself a linen band and

put it round you and do not put it in water. 2So, as the Lord said, I got a band
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for a price and put it round my body. 3 And the word of the Lord came to
me a second time, saying, 4 Take the band which you got for a price, which
is round your body, and go to Parah and put it in a secret place there in a
hole of the rock. 5 So I went and put it in a secret place by Parah, as the Lord
had said to me. 6Then after a long time, the Lord said to me, Up! go to Parah
and get the band which I gave you orders to put there. 7 So I went to Parah
and, uncovering the hole, took the band from the place where I had put it
away: and the band was damaged and of no use for anything. 8 Then the
word of the Lord came tome, saying, 9The Lord has said, In thisway Iwill do
damage to the pride of Judah and to the great pride of Jerusalem. 10 These
evil people who say they will not give ear to my words, who go on in the
pride of their hearts and have become servants and worshippers of other
gods, will become like this band which is of no use for anything. 11 For as a
band goes tightly round a man's body, so I made all the people of Israel and
all the people of Judah tightly united to me; so that they might be a people
for me and a name and a praise and a glory: but they would not give ear.
12 So you are to say this word to them: This is the word of the Lord, the God
of Israel: Every skin bottle will be full of wine; and they will say to you, Is it
not quite clear to us that every skin bottle will be full of wine? 13 Then you
are to say to them, The Lord has said, I will make all the people of this land,
even the kings seated on David's seat, and the priests and the prophets and
all the people of Jerusalem, overcome with strong drink. 14 I will have them
smashed against one another, fathers and sons together, says the Lord: I will
have no pity ormercy, I will have no feeling for them to keepme from giving
them to destruction. 15Give ear and let your ears be open; be not lifted up:
for these are thewords of the Lord. 16Give glory to the Lord yourGod, before
he makes it dark, and before your feet are slipping on the dark mountains,
and, while you are looking for a light, he makes it into deep dark, into black
night. 17But if you do not give ear to it, my soul will be weeping in secret for
your pride; my eye will be weeping bitterly, streaming with water, because
theLord'sflockhasbeen takenawayasprisoners. 18Say to thekingand to the
queen-mother, Make yourselves low, be seated on the earth: for the crown
of your glory has come down from your heads. 19 The towns of the south
are shut up, and there is no one to make them open: Judah is taken away as
prisoners; all Judah is taken away as prisoners. 20Let your eyes be lifted up
(O Jerusalem), and see those who are coming from the north. Where is the
flockwhichwasgiven toyou, yourbeautifulflock? 21Whatwill yousaywhen
he puts over you thosewhomyou yourself havemade your friends? will not
pains take you like a woman in childbirth? 22And if you say in your heart,
Why have these things come on me? because of the number of your sins,
your skirtshavebeenuncoveredandviolentpunishmentovertakesyou. 23 Is
it possible for the skin of the Ethiopian to be changed, or themarkings on the
leopard? Then itmight bepossible for you todogood,whohavebeen trained
to do evil. 24 So I will send them in all directions, as dry grass is taken away
by the wind of the waste land. 25 This is your fate, the part measured out
to you by me, says the Lord, because you have put me out of your memory
and put your faith in what is false. 26 So I will have your skirts uncovered
before your face, in order that your shamemay be seen. 27 I have seen your
disgusting acts, even your false behaviour and your cries of desire and your
loose ways on the hills in the field. Unhappy are you, O Jerusalem, you have
no desire to bemade clean; how long will you be in turning back to me?
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14
1Theword of the Lord came to Jeremiahwhen therewas nowater. 2 Judah

is weeping and its doors are dark with sorrow, and people are seated on the
earth clothed in black; and the cry of Jerusalem has gone up. 3 Their great
men have sent their servants for water: they come to the holes and there is
no water to be seen; they come back with nothing in their vessels; they are
overcome with shame and fear, covering their heads. 4 Those who do work
on the landare in fear, for therehasbeennorainon the land, and the farmers
are shamed, covering their heads. 5And the roe, giving birth in the field, lets
her young one be uncared for, because there is no grass. 6And the asses of
the field on the open hilltops are opening their mouths wide like jackals to
get air; their eyes are hollow because there is no grass. 7 Though our sins
give witness against us, do something, O Lord, for the honour of your name:
for again and again we have been turned away from you, we have done evil
against you. 8Oyouhope of Israel, its saviour in time of trouble, why are you
like onewho is strange in the land, and like a traveller putting up his tent for
anight? 9Whyareyou like aman surprised, like amanofwarwho isnot able
to give help? but you, O Lord, are with us, and we are named by your name;
do not go away from us. 10 This is what the Lord has said about this people:
Even so they have been glad to go from the right way; they have not kept
their feet fromwandering, so the Lord has no pleasure in them; now hewill
keep their wrongdoing in mind and send punishment for their sins. 11And
the Lord said to me, Make no prayer for this people for their good. 12When
they go without food, I will not give ear to their cry; when they give burned
offerings and meal offerings, I will not take pleasure in them: but I will put
an end to them by the sword and by need of food and by disease. 13 Then I
said, Ah, Lord God! see, the prophets say to them, Youwill not see the sword
or be short of food; but I will give you certain peace in this place. 14Then the
Lord said to me, The prophets say false words in my name, and I gave them
no orders, and I said nothing to them: what they say to you is a false vision
and wonder-working words without substance, the deceit of their hearts.
15 So this is what the Lord has said about the prophets who make use of my
name, though I sent them not, and say, The sword and need of food will not
be in this land: the sword and need of foodwill put an end to those prophets.
16 And the people to whom they are prophets will be pushed out dead into
the streets of Jerusalem, because there is no food, and because of the sword;
and they will have no one to put their bodies into the earth, them or their
wives or their sons or their daughters: for I will let loose their evil-doing on
them. 17And you are to say thisword to them, Letmy eyes be streamingwith
water night and day, and let it not be stopped; for the virgin daughter of my
people is wounded with a great wound, with a very bitter blow. 18 If I go out
into the open country, there are those put to death by the sword! and if I go
into the town, there are those who are diseased from need of food! for the
prophet and the priest go about in the land and have no knowledge. 19Have
you completely given up Judah? is your soul turned in disgust from Zion?
why have you given us blows from which there is no one to make us well?
we were looking for peace, but no good came; and for a time of well-being,
but there was only a great fear. 20We are conscious, O Lord, of our sin and
of the wrongdoing of our fathers: we have done evil against you. 21Do not
be turned from us in disgust, because of your name; do not put shame on
the seat of your glory: keep us in mind, let not your agreement with us be
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broken. 22Are any of the false gods of the nations able to make rain come?
are the heavens able to give showers? are you not he, O Lord our God? sowe
will go on waiting for you, for you have done all these things.

15
1 Then the Lord said to me, Even if Moses and Samuel came before me, I

would have no desire for this people: send them away from before me, and
let them go. 2And it will be, when they say to you, Where are we to go? then
you are to say to them, The Lord has said, Such as are for death, to death;
and such as are for the sword, to the sword; and such as are to be in need of
food, to need of food; and such as are to be taken away prisoners, to be taken
away. 3 And I will put over them four divisions, says the Lord: the sword
causing death, dogs pulling the dead bodies about, and the birds of heaven,
and the beasts of the earth to take their bodies for food and put an end to
them. 4And Iwill make them a cause of fear to all the kingdoms of the earth,
because ofManasseh, the son of Hezekiah, king of Judah, andwhat he did in
Jerusalem. 5For whowill have pity on you, O Jerusalem? andwhowill have
sorrow for you? orwhowill go out of his way to see how you are? 6You have
givenme up, says the Lord, you have gone back: somy hand is stretched out
against you for your destruction; I am tired of changing my purpose. 7And
I have sent a cleaning wind on them in the public places of the land; I have
taken their children from them; I have givenmy people to destruction; they
have not been turned from theirways. 8 I have let theirwidows be increased
in number more than the sand of the seas: I have sent against them, against
themother and the youngmen, one whomakes waste in the heat of the day,
causing pain and fears to come on her suddenly. 9 The mother of seven is
without strength; her spirit is gone fromher, her sun has gone downwhile it
is still day: she has been shamed and overcome: and the rest of them I will
give up to the sword before their haters, says the Lord. 10Sorrow ismine,my
mother, becauseyouhavegivenbirth tome, a causeoffightingandargument
in all the earth! I have not made men my creditors and I am not in debt to
any, but every one of them is cursing me. 11 ... 12 Is it possible for iron to be
broken; even iron from the north, and brass? 13 I will give your wealth and
your stores to your attackers, without a price, because of all your sins, even
in every part of your land. 14They will go away with your haters into a land
which is strange to you: for my wrath is on fire with a flame which will be
burning on you. 15O Lord, you have knowledge: keepme inmind and come
to my help, and give their right reward to those who are attacking me; take
me not away, for you are slow to be angry: see how I have undergone shame
because of you fromall thosewhomake little of yourword; 16But tome your
word is a joy, making my heart glad; for I am named by your name, O Lord
Godof armies. 17 I didnot takemyseat among thebandof thosewhoare glad,
and I had no joy; I kept by myself because of your hand; for you have made
me full of wrath. 18Why is my pain unending and my wound without hope
of being made well? Sorrow is mine, for you are to me as a stream offering
false hope and aswaterswhich are not certain. 19For this cause the Lord has
said, If you will come back, then I will again let you take your place before
me; and if you give out what is of value and not that which has no value,
you will be as my mouth: let them come back to you, but do not go back to
them. 20And I will make you a strong wall of brass to this people; they will
be fighting against you, but they will not overcome you: for I am with you
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to keep you safe, says the Lord. 21 I will keep you safe from the hands of the
evil-doers, and I will give you salvation from the hands of the cruel ones.

16
1Then again the word of the Lord came tome, saying, 2You are not to take

a wife for yourself or have sons or daughters in this place. 3For this is what
the Lord has said about the sons and daughters who come to birth in this
place, and about their mothers who have given them birth, and about their
fathers who have given life to them in this land: 4Death from evil diseases
will overtake them; there will be no weeping for them and their bodies will
not be put to rest; they will be like waste on the face of the earth: the sword
and need of food will put an end to them; their dead bodies will be meat for
the birds of heaven and for the beasts of the earth. 5For this is what the Lord
has said: Do not go into the house of sorrow, do not go to make weeping or
songsof grief for them: for Ihave takenawaymypeace fromthispeople, says
the Lord, evenmercy and pity. 6Deathwill overtake great as well as small in
the land: their bodies will not be put in a resting-place, and no one will be
weeping for themorwounding themselves or cutting off their hair for them:
7No one will make a feast for them in sorrow, to give them comfort for the
dead, or put to their lips the cup of comfort on account of their father or their
mother. 8And you are not to go into the house of feasting, or be seated with
them to take food or drink. 9 For the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has
said, See, before your eyes and in your days I will put an end in this place to
the laughing voices and the voice of joy; to the voice of the newly-married
man and the voice of the bride. 10And it will be, that when you say all these
words to the people, then they will say to you, Why has the Lord done all
this evil against us? what is our wrongdoing and what is our sin which we
have done against the Lord our God? 11 Then you will say to them, Because
your fathers have givenmeup, says the Lord, andhave gone after other gods
andbecome their servants and theirworshippers, andhave givenmeupand
have not kept my law; 12 And you have done worse evil than your fathers;
for see, every one of you is guided by the pride of his evil heart, so as not to
give ear to me: 13 For this reason I will send you away out of this land into
a land which is strange to you, to you and to your fathers; there you will be
the servants of other gods day and night, and you will have no mercy from
me. 14For this cause, see, the days are coming, says the Lord, when it will no
longerbe said, By the livingLord,who took the childrenof Israel upout of the
landofEgypt. 15But, By the livingLord,who took the childrenof Israel upout
of the land of the north, and from all the countries where he had sent them:
and I will take them back again to their land which I gave to their fathers.
16See, Iwill send for greatnumbers offishermen, says theLord, and theywill
take themlikefish inanet; andafter that, Iwill send fornumbersofbowmen,
and they will go after them, driving them from every mountain and from
every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks. 17 For my eyes are on all their
ways: there isnocover for themfrommyface, and their evil-doing isnotkept
secret from my eyes. 18 And I will give them the reward of their evil-doing
and their sin twice over; because theyhavemademy landunclean, andhave
mademyheritage full of thebodiesof theirunholyanddisgusting things. 19O
Lord, my strength and my strong tower, my safe place in the day of trouble,
the nationswill come to you from the ends of the earth, and say, The heritage
of our fathers is nothing but deceit, even false things in which there is no
profit. 20Will a man make for himself gods which are no gods? 21 For this



Jeremiah 17:1 744 Jeremiah 17:24

reason, truly, I will make them see, this once I will give them knowledge of
my hand andmy power; and they will be certain that my name is the Lord.

17
1The sin of Judah is recorded with a pen of iron, and with the sharp point

of a jewel it is cut on their hearts of stone, and on the horns of their altars for
a sign to them: 2 Their altars and their wood pillars under every branching
tree, on the high hills and themountains in the field. 3 I will give yourwealth
and all your stores to be taken away in war without a price, because of your
sins in every part of your land. 4 And your hand will have to let go your
heritage which I gave you; and I will make you a servant to your haters in a
landwhich is strange to you: for you have putmywrath on firewith a flame
which will go on burning for ever. 5 This is what the Lord has said: Cursed
is the man who puts his faith in man, and makes flesh his arm, and whose
heart is turnedaway from theLord. 6Forhewill be like thebrushwood in the
upland, andwill not see when good comes; but his living-place will be in the
dry places in the waste land, in a salt and unpeopled land. 7A blessing is on
the manwho puts his faith in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. 8For he
will be like a tree planted by the waters, pushing out its roots by the stream;
he will have no fear when the heat comes, but his leaf will be green; in a dry
year he will have no care, and will go on giving fruit. 9The heart is a twisted
thing, not to be searched out by man: who is able to have knowledge of it?
10 I the Lord am the searcher of the heart, the tester of the thoughts, so that I
may give to everyman the reward of hisways, in keepingwith the fruit of his
doings. 11Like the partridge, getting eggs together but not producing young,
is a man who gets wealth but not by right; before half his days are ended, it
will go from him, and at his end he will be foolish. 12A seat of glory, placed
on high from the first, is our holy place. 13O Lord, the hope of Israel, all who
give you upwill be put to shame; those who go away from youwill be cut off
from the earth, because they have given up the Lord, the fountain of living
waters. 14Makemewell, O Lord, and I will be well; be my saviour, and I will
be safe: for you aremy hope. 15See, they say tome,Where is theword of the
Lord? let it come now. 16 As for me, I have not said; Let the day of trouble
come to them quickly; and I have not been hoping for the death-giving day;
youhaveknowledgeofwhat came frommy lips; itwasopenbeforeyou. 17Be
not a cause of fear tome: you aremy safe place in the day of evil. 18Let them
be put to shame who are attacking me, but let me not be shamed; let them
be overcome with fear, but let me not be overcome: send on them the day
of evil, and put them to destruction twice over. 19 This is what the Lord has
said to me: Go and take your place in the doorway of Benjamin, where the
kings of Judah come in and by which they go out, and in all the doorways of
Jerusalem; 20And say to them, Give ear to the word of the Lord, you kings of
Judah, and all the people of Jerusalem who come in by these doors: 21 This
is what the Lord has said: See to yourselves, that you take up no weight on
the Sabbath day, or take it in through the doors of Jerusalem; 22 And take
no weight out of your houses on the Sabbath day, or do any work, but keep
the Sabbath day holy, as I gave orders to your fathers; 23 But they gave no
attention andwould not give ear, but theymade their necks stiff so that they
might not give ear and might not get teaching. 24And it will be, that if with
all care you give ear to me, says the Lord, and take no weight through the
doorways of this townon the Sabbathday, but keep the Sabbathdayholy and



Jeremiah 17:25 745 Jeremiah 18:20

donowork in it; 25Then through the doors of this town therewill comekings
andprinces, seatedon the seat ofDavid, going in carriagesandonhorseback,
they and their princes, and the men of Judah and the people of Jerusalem:
and this town will keep its place for ever. 26 And they will come from the
towns of Judah, and from the places round about Jerusalem, and from the
landof Benjamin, and from the lowlands, and from themountains, and from
the South, with burned offerings and offerings of beasts and meal offerings
and perfume and offerings of praise, to the house of the Lord. 27 But if you
do not give ear to me, to keep the Sabbath day holy, and to let no weight be
lifted and taken through the doors of Jerusalem on the Sabbath day: then I
will put a fire in its doorways, burning up the great houses of Jerusalem, and
it will never be put out.

18
1The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2Up! go down

to the potter's house, and there I will let mywords come to your ears. 3Then
I went down to the potter's house, and he was doing his work on the stones.
4Andwhen thevessel,whichhewas formingout of earth, got damaged in the
hand of the potter, hemade it again into another vessel, as it seemed good to
the potter to make it. 5 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 6 O
Israel, am I not able to do with you as this potter does? says the Lord. See,
like earth in the potter's hand are you in my hands, O Israel. 7Whenever I
say anything about uprooting a nation or a kingdom, and smashing it and
sending destruction on it; 8 If, in that veryminute, that nation ofwhich I was
talking is turned away from its evil, my purpose of doing evil to them will
be changed. 9And whenever I say anything about building up a nation or a
kingdom, and planting it; 10 If, in that very minute, it does evil in my eyes,
going against my orders, then my good purpose, which I said I would do for
them,will be changed. 11Now, then, say to themenof Judahand to thepeople
of Jerusalem, This is what the Lord has said: See, I am forming an evil thing
against you, and designing a design against you: let every man come back
now fromhis evil way, and let yourways and your doings be changed for the
better. 12 But they will say, There is no hope: we will go on in our designs,
and every one of us will do what he is moved by the pride of his evil heart
to do. 13 So this is what the Lord has said: Make search among the nations
and seewho has hadword of such things; the virgin of Israel has done a very
shocking thing. 14Will the white snow go away from the top of Sirion? will
the cold waters flowing from the mountains become dry? 15 For my people
haveputmeout of theirmemory, burningperfumes to thatwhich is nothing;
and because of this, I will put a cause of falling in their ways, even in the old
roads, andwill make them go on side-roads, in away not lifted up; 16Making
their land a thing of wonder, causing sounds of surprise for ever; everyone
who goes by will be overcome with wonder, shaking his head. 17 I will send
theminflight, as fromaneastwind, before theattacker; Iwill let themseemy
back and not my face on the day of their downfall. 18 Then they said, Come,
let usmake a design against Jeremiah; for teachingwill never be cut off from
the priest, orwisdom from thewise, or theword from the prophet. Come, let
usmake use of his words for an attack on him, and let us give attention with
care to what he says. 19Give thought to me, O Lord, and give ear to the voice
of those who put forward a cause against me. 20 Is evil to be the reward of
good? for they have made a deep hole for my soul. Keep in mind how I took
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myplacebefore you, to say a goodword for themso that yourwrathmight be
turned away from them. 21For this cause, let their children bewithout food,
and give themover to the power of the sword; and let theirwives bewithout
children andbecomewidows; let theirmenbe overtaken by death, and their
young men be put to the sword in the fight. 22 Let a cry for help go up from
theirhouses,whenyousendanarmedbandon themsuddenly: for theyhave
madeahole inwhich to takeme, andhaveputnets formy feet secretly. 23But
you, Lord, have knowledge of all the designs which they have made against
my life; let not their evil-doing be covered or their sin be washed away from
before your eyes: but let it be a cause of falling before you: so do to them in
the time of your wrath.

19
1This iswhat theLordhas said: Goandget formoneyapotter's bottlemade

of earth, and take with you some of the responsible men of the people and
of the priests; 2 And go out to the valley of the son of Hinnom, by the way
into the door of broken pots, and there say in a loud voice the words which
I will give you; 3 Say, Give ear to the word of the Lord, O kings of Judah and
people of Jerusalem; the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said, See, I
will send evil on this place whichwill be bitter to the ears of anyone hearing
of it. 4Because they have given me up, and made this place a strange place,
burning perfumes in it to other gods, of whom they and their fathers and
the kings of Judah had no knowledge; and they have made this place full
of the blood of those who have done no wrong; 5And they have put up the
high places of the Baal, burning their sons in the fire; a thing which was not
ordered by me, and it was never in my mind: 6 For this cause, see, a time is
coming, says the Lord, when this place will no longer be named Topheth, or,
The valley of the son of Hinnom, but, The valley of Death. 7 I will make the
purpose of Judah and Jerusalem come to nothing in this place; I will have
them put to the sword by their haters, and by the hands of those who have
designs on their life; and their dead bodies I will give to be food for the birds
of heaven and the beasts of the earth. 8 And I will make this town a thing
of wonder and a cause of surprise; everyone who goes by will be overcome
withwonder andmake sounds of surprise, because of all its troubles. 9 I will
make them take the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their daughters for
food, they will bemaking ameal of one another, because of their bitter need
and the cruel grip of their haters and those who have made designs against
their life. 10Then let the potter's bottle be broken before the eyes of themen
who have gone with you, 11And say to them, This is what the Lord of armies
has said: Even sowill this people and this townbebrokenbyme, as a potter's
bottle is broken and may not be put together again: and the bodies of the
dead will be put in the earth in Topheth, till there is nomore room. 12This is
what I will do to this place, says the Lord, and to its people, making this town
like Topheth: 13And the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses of the kings of
Judah,which theyhavemadeunclean,will be like the place of Topheth, even
all the houses on whose roofs perfumes have been burned to all the army
of heaven, and drink offerings drained out to other gods. 14 Then Jeremiah
came fromTopheth,where theLordhad sent him to give the prophet'sword;
and he took his place in the open square of the Lord's house, and said to all
the people, 15The Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: See, I will send
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on this town and on all her towns all the evil which I have said; because they
made their necks stiff, so that theymight not give ear to mywords.

20
1Now it came to the ears of Pashhur, the son of Immer the priest, whowas

chief in authority in the house of the Lord, that Jeremiah was saying these
things; 2And Pashhur gave blows to Jeremiah and had his feet chained in a
framework of wood in the higher doorway of Benjamin, which was in the
house of the Lord. 3Then on the day after, Pashhur let Jeremiah loose. Then
Jeremiah said to him, The Lord has given you the name of Magor-missabib
(Cause-of-fear-on-every-side), not Pashhur. 4For the Lord has said, See, I will
make you a cause of fear to yourself and to all your friends: they will come
to their death by the sword of their haters, and your eyes will see it: and I
will give all Judah into the hands of the king of Babylon, and he will take
them away prisoners into Babylon and put them to the sword. 5And more
than this, I will give all the wealth of this town and all its profits and all its
things of value, even all the stores of the kings of Judah will I give into the
hands of their haters, who will put violent hands on them and take them
away to Babylon. 6And you, Pashhur, and all who are in your house, will go
away prisoners: you will come to Babylon, and there your body will be put
to rest, you and all your friends, to whom you said false words. 7OLord, you
have been false to me, and I was tricked; you are stronger than I, and have
overcome me: I have become a thing to be laughed at all the day, everyone
makes sport of me. 8 For every word I say is a cry for help; I say with a loud
voice, Violent behaviour andwasting: because theword of the Lord ismade
a shame tomeanda cause of laughing all the day. 9And if I say, Iwill not keep
him in mind, I will not say another word in his name; then it is in my heart
like a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am tired of keeping myself in,
I am not able to do it. 10For numbers of them say evil secretly inmy hearing
(there is fear on every side): they say, Come, let us give witness against him;
all my nearest friends, who are watching for my fall, say, It may be that
he will be taken by deceit, and we will get the better of him and give him
punishment. 11But the Lord is with me as a great one, greatly to be feared:
so my attackers will have a fall, and they will not overcomeme: they will be
greatly shamed, because they have not done wisely, even with an unending
shame, kept inmemory for ever. 12But, O Lord of armies, testing the upright
and seeing the thoughts and the heart, let me see your punishment come on
them; for I have put my cause before you. 13Make melody to the Lord, give
praise to the Lord: for he has made the soul of the poor man free from the
hands of the evil-doers. 14 A curse on the day of my birth: let there be no
blessingon thedaywhenmymotherhadme. 15Acurse on themanwhogave
the news to my father, saying, You have a male child; making him very glad.
16May thatman be like the towns overturned by the Lordwithoutmercy: let
a cry for help come to his ears in the morning, and the sound of war in the
middle of the day; 17Because he did not putme to death beforemybirth took
place: so my mother's body would have been my last resting-place, and she
would have been with child for ever. 18Why did I come from my mother's
body to see pain and sorrow, so that my days might be wasted with shame?

21
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, when King Zedekiah

sent to him Pashhur, the son of Malchiah, and Zephaniah, the son of
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Maaseiah thepriest, saying, 2Will you get directions from theLord for us; for
Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, is making war against us; it may be that
the Lordwill do something for us like all thewonders he has done, andmake
him go away from us. 3 Then Jeremiah said to them, This is what you are to
say to Zedekiah: 4The Lord God of Israel has said, See, I am turning back the
instruments of war in your hands, with which you are fighting against the
king of Babylon and the Chaldaeans, who are outside the walls and shutting
you in; and I will get them together inside this town. 5And I myself will be
fighting against you with an outstretched hand and with a strong arm, even
with angry feeling and passion and in great wrath. 6And I will send a great
disease on the people living in this town, onman and on beast, causing their
death. 7And after that, says the Lord, I will give up Zedekiah, king of Judah,
and his servants and his people, even those in the town who have not come
to their end from the disease and the sword and from need of food, into
the hands of Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, and into the hands of their
haters, and into the hands of those desiring their death: he will put them to
the sword; he will not let anyone get away, he will have no pity or mercy.
8And to this people you are to say, The Lord has said, See, I put before you
theway of life and theway of death. 9Hewho keeps in this townwill come to
his death by the sword and throughneed of food and throughdisease; but he
who goes out and gives himself up to the Chaldaeans who are shutting you
in, will go on living, andwill keep his life safe. 10Formy face is turned to this
town for evil andnot for good, says theLord: itwill be given into thehands of
the king of Babylon, and hewill have it burnedwith fire. 11About the family
of the king of Judah. Give ear to the word of the Lord; 12O family of David,
this iswhat the Lordhas said: Dowhat is right in themorning, andmake free
from the hands of the cruel one himwhose goods have been violently taken
away, ormywrathwill go out like fire, burning so that no onemay put it out,
because of the evil of yourdoings. 13See, I amagainst you, youwhoare living
on the rock of the valley, says the Lord; you who say, Who will come down
against us? orwhowill get into our houses? 14 Iwill send punishment on you
in keepingwith the fruit of your doings, says the Lord: and I will put a fire in
her woodlands, burning up everything round about her.

22
1This is what the Lord has said: Go down to the house of the king of Judah

and there give him this word, 2And say, Give ear to the word of the Lord, O
king of Judah, seated on the seat of David, you and your servants and your
peoplewho come in by these doors. 3This iswhat the Lord has said: Dowhat
is right, judging uprightly, and make free from the hands of the cruel one
him whose goods have been violently taken away: do no wrong and be not
violent to theman froma strange country and the childwithout a father and
thewidow, and let not thosewho have done nowrong be put to death in this
place. 4 For if you truly do this, then there will come in through the doors
of this house kings seated on the seat of David, going in carriages and on
horseback, he and his servants and his people 5But if you do not give ear to
these words, I give youmy oath bymyself, says the Lord, that this house will
become a waste. 6 For this is what the Lord has said about the family of the
king of Judah: You are Gilead tome, and the top of Lebanon: but, truly, I will
make you waste, with towns unpeopled. 7And I will make ready those who
will send destruction on you, everyone armed for war: by them your best
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cedar-trees will be cut down and put in the fire. 8And nations from all sides
will go past this town, and every manwill say to his neighbour, Why has the
Lord done such things to this great town? 9And they will say, Because they
gave up the agreement of the Lord their God, and became worshippers and
servants of other gods. 10Let there be noweeping for the dead, andmake no
songs of grief for him: but make bitter weeping for himwho has gone away,
for he will never come back or see again the country of his birth. 11 For this
is what the Lord has said about Shallum, the son of Josiah, king of Judah,
who became king in place of Josiah his father, whowent out from this place:
He will never come back there again: 12 But death will come to him in the
place where they have taken him away prisoner, and he will never see this
land again. 13 A curse is on him who is building his house by wrongdoing,
and his rooms by doing what is not right; who makes use of his neighbour
without payment, and gives him nothing for his work; 14 Who says, I will
make a wide house for myself, and rooms of great size, and has windows
cut out, and has it roofed with cedar and painted with bright red. 15Are you
to be a king because you make more use of cedar than your father? did not
your father take food and drink and do right, judging in righteousness, and
then it was well for him? 16He was judge in the cause of the poor and those
in need; then it was well. Was not this to have knowledge of me? says the
Lord. 17But your eyes and your heart are fixed only on profit for yourself, on
causing the death of him who has done no wrong, and on violent and cruel
acts. 18 So this is what the Lord has said about Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah,
king of Judah: They will make no weeping for him, saying, Ah my brother!
or, Ah sister! they will make no weeping for him, saying, Ah lord! or, Ah his
glory! 19Theywill do to himwhat they do to the deadbody of an ass; his body
will be pulled out and placed on the earth outside the doors of Jerusalem.
20Go up to Lebanon and give a cry; let your voice be loud in Bashan, crying
out from Abarim; for all your lovers have come to destruction 21My word
came to you in the time of your well-being; but you said, I will not give ear.
This has been your way from your earliest years, you did not give attention
to my voice. 22All the keepers of your sheep will be food for the wind, and
your lovers will be taken away prisoners: truly, then you will be shamed
and unhonoured because of all your evil-doing. 23O you who are living in
Lebanon, making your living-place in the cedars, how greatly to be pitied
will you be when pains come on you, as on a woman in childbirth! 24Bymy
life, says theLord, even if Coniah, the sonof Jehoiakim, kingof Judah,was the
ring onmy right hand, even from there I would have you pulled off; 25And I
will give you into the hands of those desiring your death, and into the hands
of thosewhomyou are fearing, even into the hands of Nebuchadrezzar, king
of Babylon, and into the hands of the Chaldaeans. 26 I will send you out,
and your mother who gave you birth, into another country not the land of
your birth; and there death will come to you. 27 But to the land on which
their soul's desire is fixed, theywill never come back. 28 Is thisman Coniah a
broken vessel of no value? is he a vessel in which there is no pleasure? why
are they violently sent out, he and his seed, into a land which is strange to
them? 29O earth, earth, earth, give ear to the word of the Lord! 30 The Lord
has said, Let thisman be recorded as having no children, amanwhowill not
dowell in all his life: for noman of his seedwill dowell, seated on the seat of
the kingdom of David and ruling again in Judah.
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23
1A curse is on the keepers who are causing the destruction and loss of the

sheep of my field, says the Lord. 2 So this is what the Lord, the God of Israel,
has said against the keepers who have the care of my people: You have let
myflockbe brokenup, driving themawayandnot caring for them; see, Iwill
send on you the punishment for the evil of your doings, says the Lord. 3And
I will get the rest of my flock together from all the countries where I have
sent them, and will make them come back again to their resting-place; and
theywill have offspring and be increased. 4And Iwill put over themkeepers
who will take care of them: never again will they be overcome with fear or
be troubled, and therewill not be the loss of one of them, says the Lord. 5See,
the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will give to David a true Branch,
and he will be ruling as king, acting wisely, doing what is right, and judging
uprightly in the land. 6 In his days Judah will have salvation and Israel will
be living without fear: and this is the name by which he will be named, The
Lord is our righteousness. 7 And so, truly, the days are coming when they
will say no longer, By the living Lord, who took the children of Israel up out
of the land of Egypt; 8But, By the living Lord, who took up the seed of Israel,
and made them come out of the north country, and from all the countries
where I had sent them; and they will be living in the land which is theirs.
9About the prophets. My heart is broken in me, all my bones are shaking; I
am like a man full of strong drink, like a man overcome by wine; because of
theLord, andbecause of his holywords. 10For the land is full ofmenwhoare
untrue to their wives; because of the curse the land is full of grief; the green
fields of the waste land have become dry; and they are quick to do evil, their
strength is for what is not right. 11 For the prophet as well as the priest is
unclean; even in my house I have seen their evil-doing, says the Lord. 12For
this cause their steps will be slipping on their way: they will be forced on
into the dark and have a fall there: for I will send evil on them in the year of
theirpunishment, says theLord. 13And Ihave seenwayswithout sense in the
prophets of Samaria; they became prophets of the Baal, causing my people
Israel to gowrong. 14And in theprophets of Jerusalem Ihave seena shocking
thing; theyareuntrue to theirwives,walking indeceit, and theymake strong
the hands of evil-doers, so that a manmay not be turned back from his evil-
doing: they have all become like Sodom tome, and its people like Gomorrah.
15 So this is what the Lord of armies has said about the prophets: See, I will
give them a bitter plant for their food, and bitter water for their drink: for
from the prophets of Jerusalem unclean behaviour has gone out into all the
land. 16This iswhat the Lord of armies has said: Do not give ear to thewords
which the prophets say to you: they give you teaching of no value: it is from
themselves that their vision comes, and not out of the mouth of the Lord.
17They keep on saying to thosewhohaveno respect for theword of the Lord,
Youwill have peace; and to everyonewho goes on his way in the pride of his
heart, they say, No evil will come to you. 18Forwhich of themhas knowledge
of the secret of the Lord, and has seen him, and given ear to hisword? which
of themhas takennoteofhiswordandgivenattention to it? 19See, the storm-
wind of the Lord, even the heat of his wrath, has gone out, a rolling storm,
bursting on the heads of the evil-doers. 20 The wrath of the Lord will not be
turned back till he has done, till he has put into effect, the purposes of his
heart: in days to come you will have full knowledge of this. 21 I did not send
these prophets, but theywent running: I said nothing to them, but they gave
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out the prophet's word. 22But if they had been inmy secret, then theywould
have made my people give ear to my words, turning them from their evil
way, and from the evil of their doings. 23Am I only a God who is near, says
the Lord, and not a God at a distance? 24 Inwhat secret placemay aman take
cover withoutmy seeing him? says the Lord. Is there any place in heaven or
earth where I am not? says the Lord. 25My ears have been open to what the
prophets have said, who say false words in my name, saying, I have had a
dream, I have had a dream, I have had a dream, 26 Is (myword) in the hearts
of the prophets who give out false words, even the prophets of the deceit of
their hearts? 27Whosepurpose is to take away thememory ofmyname from
my people by their dreams, of which every man is talking to his neighbour,
as their fathers gave up thememory of my name for the Baal. 28 If a prophet
has a dream, let him give out his dream; and he who has my word, let him
give out my word in good faith. What has the dry stem to do with the grain?
says the Lord. 29 Is not my word like fire? says the Lord; and like a hammer,
smashing the rock tobits? 30For this cause I amagainst theprophets, says the
Lord, who takemywords, every one from his neighbour. 31See, I am against
the prophets, says the Lord, who let their tongues say, He has said. 32 See, I
am against the prophets of false dreams, says the Lord, who give them out
andmakemy people go out of theway by their deceit and their uncontrolled
words: but I did not send them or give them orders; and they will be of no
profit to this people, says the Lord. 33And if this people, or the prophet, or
a priest, questioning you, says, What word of weight is there from the Lord?
then you are to say to them, You are the word, for I will not be troubled with
you any more, says the Lord. 34 And as for the prophet and the priest and
the people who say, Aword of weight from the Lord! I will send punishment
on that man and on his house. 35But this is what you are to say, every man
to his neighbour and every man to his brother, What answer has the Lord
given? and, What has the Lord said? 36 And you will no longer put people
in mind of the word of weight of the Lord: for every man's word will be a
weight on himself; for thewords of the living God, of the Lord of armies, our
God, have been twisted by you. 37This is what you are to say to the prophet,
What answer has the Lord given to you? and,What has the Lord said? 38But
if you say, The word of weight of the Lord; this is what the Lord has said:
Because you say, The weight of the Lord, and I have sent to you, saying, You
are not to say, The weight of the Lord; 39 For this reason, truly, I will put you
completely out of mymemory, and I will put you, and the townwhich I gave
to you and to your fathers, away from before my face: 40And I will give you
a name without honour for ever, and unending shame which will never go
from thememory of men.

24
1The Lord gave me a vision, and I saw two baskets full of figs put in front

of the Temple of the Lord, after Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, had taken
prisoner Jeconiah, the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and the chiefs of
Judah, and the expertworkmenandmetal-workers fromJerusalem, andhad
taken them to Babylon. 2One basket had very good figs, like the figs which
first come to growth: and the other basket had very bad figs, so bad that
they were of no use for food. 3 Then the Lord said to me, What do you see,
Jeremiah? And I said, Figs; the goodfigs are very good, and the bad very bad,
and of no use for food, they are so bad. 4And the word of the Lord came to
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me, saying, 5This iswhat theLord, theGodof Israel, has said: Like these good
figs, so inmy eyes will be the prisoners of Judah, whom I have sent from this
place into the land of the Chaldaeans for their good. 6For I will keepmy eyes
on them for good, and Iwill take themback again to this land, building them
up andnot pulling themdown, planting themandnot uprooting them. 7And
I will give them a heart to have knowledge of me, that I am the Lord: and
they will be my people, and I will be their God: for they will come back to
mewith all their heart. 8And like the bad figs which are so bad that they are
of no use for food, so I will give up Zedekiah, king of Judah, and his chiefs
and the rest of Jerusalem who are still in this land, and those who are in
the land of Egypt: 9 I will give them up to be a cause of fear and of trouble
among all the kingdoms of the earth; to be a name of shame and common
talk and a cutting word and a curse in all the places wherever I will send
themwandering. 10And Iwill send the sword, and need of food, and disease,
among them till they are all cut off from the land which I gave to them and
to their fathers.

25
1 The word which came to Jeremiah about all the people of Judah in the

fourth year of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah king of Judah; this was the first
year of Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon. 2 This word Jeremiah gave out to
all the people of Judah and to those living in Jerusalem, saying, 3 From the
thirteenth year of Josiah, the son of Amon, king of Judah, even till this day,
for twenty-three years, the word of the Lord has been coming to me, and I
have given it to you, getting up early and talking to you; but you have not
given ear. 4And the Lord has sent to you all his servants the prophets, getting
up early and sending them; but you have not given attention and your ear
has not been open to give hearing; 5 Saying, Come back now, everyone from
his evil way and from the evil of your doings, and keep your place in the
land which the Lord has given to you and to your fathers, from times long
past even for ever: 6 Do not go after other gods to be their servants and to
give themworship, and do notmakeme angrywith the work of your hands,
causing evil to yourselves. 7But you have not given ear tome, says the Lord;
so that you have made me angry with the work of your hands, causing evil
to yourselves. 8So this iswhat the Lord of armies has said: Because you have
not given ear to my words, 9 See, I will send and take all the families of the
north, says the Lord, and Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, my servant, and
make them come against this land, and against its people, and against all
these nations on every side; and I will give them up to complete destruction,
andmake themacauseof fear and surprise andawasteplace for ever. 10And
more than this, I will take from them the sound of laughing voices, the voice
of joy, the voice of the newly-married man, and the voice of the bride, the
sound of the stones crushing the grain, and the shining of lights. 11All this
land will be a waste and a cause of wonder; and these nations will be the
servants of the king of Babylon for seventy years. 12And it will come about,
after seventy years are ended, that I will send punishment on the king of
Babylon, and on that nation, says the Lord, for their evil-doing, and on the
land of the Chaldaeans; and I will make it a waste for ever. 13 And I will
make that land undergo everything I have said against it, even everything
recorded in this book, which Jeremiah the prophet has said against all the
nations. 14 For a number of nations and great kings will make servants of
them, even of them: and I will give them the reward of their acts, even the
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reward of the work of their hands. 15 For this is what the Lord, the God of
Israel, has said to me: Take the cup of the wine of this wrath frommy hand,
andmake all the nations to whom I send you take of it. 16And after drinking
it, they will go rolling from side to side, and be off their heads, because of
the sword which I will send among them. 17 Then I took the cup from the
Lord's hand, andgave adrink from it to all thenations towhomtheLord sent
me; 18 Jerusalem and the towns of Judah and their kings and their princes,
to make them a waste place, a cause of fear and surprise and a curse, as it
is this day; 19 Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and his servants and his princes and
all his people; 20 And all the mixed people and all the kings of the land of
Uz, and all the kings of the land of the Philistines, and Ashkelon and Gaza
and Ekron and the rest of Ashdod; 21 Edom and Moab and the children of
Ammon, 22And all the kings of Tyre, and all the kings of Zidon, and the kings
of the lands across the sea; 23Dedan and Tema andBuz, and all who have the
ends of their hair cut; 24And all the kings of Arabia, and all the kings of the
mixed people living in the waste land; 25And all the kings of Zimri, and all
the kings of Elam, and all the kings of the Medes; 26And all the kings of the
north, far and near, one with another; and all the kingdoms of the world on
the face of the earth. 27And you are to say to them, This is what the Lord of
armies, the God of Israel, has said: Take of this cup and be overcome, and let
it come out again from your lips, and from your fall you will never be lifted
upagain, because of the swordwhich Iwill send amongyou. 28And itwill be,
if theywill not take of the cup in your hand, then you are to say to them, This
is what the Lord of armies has said: You will certainly take of it. 29 For see,
I am starting to send evil on the town which is named by my name, and are
you to bewithout any punishment? Youwill not bewithout punishment: for
I will send a sword on all people living on the earth, says the Lord of armies.
30 So, as a prophet, give out these words among them, and say to them, The
voice of the Lord will be sounding like a lion from on high; he will send out
his voice fromhis holy place, like the loud voice of a lion, against his flock; he
will give a cry, like those who are crushing the grapes, against all the people
of theearth. 31Anoisewill come, even to theendof theearth; for theLordhas
a cause against the nations, he will give his decision against all flesh; as for
the evil-doers, he will give them to the sword, says the Lord. 32 This is what
the Lord of armies has said: See, evil is going out from nation to nation, and
a great stormwill come up from the inmost parts of the earth. 33And at that
day, thebodies of thosewhomtheLordhasput todeathwill be seen fromone
end of the earth even to the other end of the earth: there will be no weeping
for them, their bodies will not be taken up or put to rest in the earth; they
will be like waste on the face of the land. 34Give cries of grief, you keepers
of sheep; give cries for help, rolling yourselves in the dust, you chiefs of the
flock: for the days of your destruction have fully come, and Iwill send you in
all directions, and your fall will be like that of themales of the flock. 35There
will be no way of flight for the keepers of sheep, no road for the chiefs of the
flock to get away safely. 36 A sound of the cry of the keepers of sheep, and
the bitter crying of the chiefs of the flock! for the Lord has made waste their
green fields. 37 And there is no sound in the fields of peace, because of the
burning wrath of the Lord. 38 The lion has come out of his secret place, for
the land has become a waste because of the cruel sword, and because of the
heat of his wrath.
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26
1When Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, first became king, this

word came from the Lord, saying, 2This is what the Lord has said: Take your
place in the open square of the Lord's house and say to all the towns of Judah,
who come into the Lord's house for worship, everything I give you orders to
say to them: keep back not aword; 3 Itmay be that theywill give ear, and that
every man will be turned from his evil way, so that my purpose of sending
evil on them because of the evil of their doings may be changed. 4And you
are to say to them, This is what the Lord has said: If you do not give ear to
me and go in the way of my law which I have put before you, 5 And give
ear to the words of my servants the prophets whom I send to you, getting
up early and sending them, though you gave no attention; 6Then Iwill make
this house like Shiloh, andwillmake this towna curse to all thenations of the
earth. 7And in the hearing of the priests and the prophets and all the people,
Jeremiah said these words in the house of the Lord. 8Now, when Jeremiah
had come to the end of saying everything the Lord had given him orders to
say to all the people, the priests and the prophets and all the people took him
by force, saying, Deathwill certainly be your fate. 9Whyhave you said in the
name of the Lord, This house will be like Shiloh, and this land a waste with
no one living in it? And all the people had come together to Jeremiah in the
house of the Lord. 10And the rulers of Judah, hearing of these things, came
up from the king's house to the house of the Lord, and took their seats by the
new door of the Lord's house. 11 Then the priests and the prophets said to
the rulers and to all the people, The right fate for this man is death; for he
has said words against this town in your hearing. 12 Then Jeremiah said to
all the rulers and to all the people, The Lord has sent me as his prophet to
say against this house and against this town all the words which have come
to your ears. 13 So now, make a change for the better in your ways and your
doings, and give ear to the voice of the Lord your God; then the Lord will let
himself be turned from the decision he has made against you for evil. 14As
forme, here I am in your hands: dowithmewhatever seems good and right
in your opinion. 15Only be certain that, if you putme to death, youwillmake
yourselves and your town and its people responsible for the blood of one
who has done no wrong: for truly, the Lord has sent me to you to say all
these words in your ears. 16 Then the rulers and all the people said to the
priests and the prophets, It is not right for this man to be put to death: for he
has said words to us in the name of the Lord our God. 17 Then some of the
responsible men of the land got up and said to all the meeting of the people,
18Micah the Morashtite, who was a prophet in the days of Hezekiah, king
of Judah, said to all the people of Judah, This is what the Lord of armies has
said: Zion will become like a ploughed field, and Jerusalem will become a
mass of broken walls, and the mountain of the house like the high places of
the woodland. 19Did Hezekiah and all Judah put him to death? did he not in
the fear of the Lord make prayer for the grace of the Lord, and the Lord let
himself be turned from the decision he had made against them for evil? By
this act we might do great evil against ourselves. 20And there was another
man who was a prophet of the Lord, Uriah, the son of Shemaiah of Kiriath-
jearim; he said against this town and against this land all the words which
Jeremiah had said: 21Andwhen his words came to the ears of Jehoiakim the
king and all hismen of war and his captains, the kingwould have put him to
death; but Uriah, hearing of it, was full of fear and went in flight into Egypt:
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22And Jehoiakim the king sent Elnathan, the son of Achbor, and certainmen
with him, into Egypt. 23And they tookUriah out of Egypt and camebackwith
him to Jehoiakim the king; who put him to death with the sword, and had
his dead body put into the resting-place of the bodies of the common people.
24ButAhikam, the son of Shaphan, gave Jeremiahhis help, so that hewasnot
given into the hands of the people to be put to death.

27
1When Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, first became king this

word came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2 This is what the Lord has
said to me: Make for yourself bands and yokes and put them on your neck;
3And send them to the king of Edom, and to the king ofMoab, and to the king
of the childrenofAmmon, and to thekingof Tyre, and to thekingof Zidon, by
their servants who come to Jerusalem, to Zedekiah, king of Judah; 4And give
them orders to say to their masters, This is what the Lord of armies, the God
of Israel, has said: Say to yourmasters, 5 I havemade the earth, andman and
beast on the face of the earth, by my great power and by my outstretched
arm; and I will give it to anyone at my pleasure. 6 And now I have given
all these lands into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, my
servant; and I have given the beasts of the field to him for his use. 7And all
the nations will be servants to him and to his son and to his son's son, till the
time comes for his land to be overcome: and then a number of nations and
greatkingswill take it for theiruse. 8And itwill comeabout, that if anynation
does not become a servant to this same Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,
and does not put its neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, then I will
send punishment on that nation, says the Lord, by the sword and need of
food and by disease, till I have given them into his hands. 9And you are not
to give attention to your prophets or your readers of signs or your dreamers
or those who see into the future or those who make use of secret arts, who
say to you, You will not become servants of the king of Babylon: 10 For they
say falsewords to you, so that youmay be sent away far from your land, and
so that you may be forced out by me and come to destruction. 11 But as for
that nation which puts its neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon and
becomes his servant, I will let that nation keep on in its land, farming it and
living in it, says the Lord. 12 And I said all this to Zedekiah, king of Judah,
saying, Put your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon and become
his servants and his people, so that youmay keep your lives. 13Why are you
desiring death, you and your people, by the sword, and because food is gone,
and by disease, as the Lord has said of the nationwhich does not become the
servant of the king of Babylon? 14And you are not to give ear to the prophets
who say to you, Youwill not becomeservants of thekingofBabylon: forwhat
they say is not true. 15 For I have not sent them, says the Lord, but they are
sayingwhat is false inmyname, so that Imight sendyououtby force, causing
destruction to come on you and on your prophets. 16And I said to the priests
and to all the people, This is what the Lord has said: Give no attention to
the words of your prophets who say to you, See, in a very little time now the
vessels of theLord's housewill comebackagain fromBabylon: forwhat they
say toyou is false. 17Givenoattention to them; becomeservantsof thekingof
Babylon andkeep yourselves fromdeath: why let this townbecomeawaste?
18But if they are prophets, and if the word of the Lord is with them, let them
now make request to the Lord of armies that the vessels which are still in
the house of the Lord and in the house of the king of Judah and at Jerusalem,
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may not go to Babylon. 19 For this is what the Lord has said about the rest
of the vessels which are still in this town, 20Which Nebuchadnezzar, king
of Babylon, did not take away, when he took Jeconiah, the son of Jehoiakim,
king of Judah, a prisoner from Jerusalem to Babylon, with all the great men
of Judah and Jerusalem; 21 For this is what the Lord of armies, the God of
Israel, has said about the rest of the vessels in the house of the Lord and in
the house of the king of Judah and at Jerusalem: 22 They will be taken away
to Babylon, and there they will be till the day when I send their punishment
on them, says the Lord. Then I will take them up and put them back in their
place.

28
1 And it came about in that year, when Zedekiah first became king of

Judah, in the fourth year, in the fifthmonth, that Hananiah, the son of Azzur
the prophet, who came from Gibeon, said to Jeremiah in the house of the
Lord, before the priests and all the people, 2 These are the words of the
Lord of armies, the God of Israel: By me the yoke of the king of Babylon
has been broken. 3 In the space of two years I will send back into this place
all the vessels of the Lord's house which Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,
took away from this place to Babylon: 4 And I will let Jeconiah, the son of
Jehoiakim, king of Judah, come back to this place, with all the prisoners of
Judah who went to Babylon, says the Lord: for I will have the yoke of the
king of Babylon broken. 5 Then the prophet Jeremiah said to the prophet
Hananiah, before the priests and all the peoplewhohad come into the house
of theLord, 6Theprophet Jeremiahsaid, Sobe it: may theLorddoso: may the
Lord give effect to the words which you have said, and let the vessels of the
Lord's house, and all the peoplewho have been taken away, come back from
Babylon to this place. 7But still, give ear to thiswordwhich I amsaying toyou
and to all the people: 8 The prophets, who were before me and before you,
from early times gave word to a number of countries and great kingdoms
about war and destruction and disease. 9 The prophet whose words are of
peace, when his words come true, will be seen to be a prophet whom the
Lord has sent. 10 Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from the neck
of the prophet Jeremiah and it was broken by his hands. 11 And before all
the people Hananiah said, The Lord has said, Even so will I let the yoke of
the king of Babylon be broken off the necks of all the nations in the space of
two years. Then the prophet Jeremiahwent away. 12Then after the yoke had
been broken off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah by Hananiah the prophet,
the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 13 Go and say to Hananiah,
This is what the Lord has said: Yokes of wood have been broken by you, but
in their place I will make yokes of iron. 14For the Lord of armies, the God of
Israel, has said: I have put a yoke of iron on the necks of all these nations,
making them servants to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon; and they are
to be his servants: and in addition I have given him the beasts of the field.
15 Then the prophet Jeremiah said to Hananiah the prophet, Give ear, now,
Hananiah; the Lord has not sent you; but you are making this people put
their faith inwhat is false. 16For this reason theLordhas said, See, Iwill send
you away from off the face of the earth: this year death will overtake you,
because youhave saidwords against the Lord. 17So death came toHananiah
the prophet the same year, in the seventhmonth.
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29
1 Now these are the words of the letter which Jeremiah the prophet

sent from Jerusalem to the responsible men among those who had been
taken away, and to the priests and the prophets and to all the rest of the
peoplewhomNebuchadnezzar had taken awayprisoners from Jerusalem to
Babylon; 2 (After Jeconiah the king and the queen-mother and the unsexed
servants and the rulers of Judahand Jerusalemand the expertworkmenand
the metal-workers had gone away from Jerusalem;) 3By the hand of Elasah,
the son of Shaphan, andGemariah, the son ofHilkiah, (whomZedekiah, king
of Judah, sent to Babylon, toNebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,) saying, 4This
iswhat theLordof armies, theGodof Israel, has said to all thosewhomIhave
taken away prisoners from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Go on building houses
and living in them, and planting gardens and using the fruit of them; 6Take
wives and have sons and daughters, and take wives for your sons, and give
your daughters to husbands, so that theymay have sons and daughters; and
be increased in number there and do not become less. 7And be working for
the peace of the land to which I have had you taken away prisoners, and
make prayer to the Lord for it: for in its peace youwill have peace. 8For this
is what the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: Do not let yourselves
be tricked by the prophets who are among you, and the readers of signs, and
give no attention to their dreamswhich theymay have; 9For they are saying
to you what is false in my name: I have not sent them, says the Lord. 10 For
this is what the Lord has said: When seventy years are ended for Babylon, I
will have pity on you and give effect tomy goodpurpose for you, causing you
to come back to this place. 11 For I am conscious of my thoughts about you,
says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you hope at the end.
12And you will go on crying to me and making prayer to me, and I will give
ear to you. 13And youwill be searching forme and I will be there, when you
have gone after me with all your heart. 14 I will be near you again, says the
Lord, and your fate will be changed, and I will get you together from all the
nations and fromall theplaceswhere I had sent youaway, says theLord; and
Iwill take you back again to the place fromwhich I sent you away prisoners.
15 For you have said, The Lord has given us prophets in Babylon. 16 For this
is what the Lord has said about the king who is seated on the seat of David's
kingdom, and about all the people living in this town, your countrymenwho
have not gone out with you as prisoners; 17 This is what the Lord of armies
has said: See, Iwill sendon themthe swordandneedof foodanddisease, and
willmake them like badfigs,which are of nouse for food, they are so bad. 18 I
will go after them, attacking themwith the sword andwith need of food and
with disease, and will make them a cause of fear to all the kingdoms of the
earth, to be a curse andawonder anda surprise andanameof shameamong
all the nations where I have sent them: 19 Because they have not given ear
to my words, says the Lord, when I sent to them my servants the prophets,
getting up early and sending them; but you did not give ear, says the Lord.
20And now, give ear to the word of the Lord, all you whom I have sent away
prisoners from Jerusalem to Babylon. 21This is what the Lord of armies, the
God of Israel, has said about Ahab, the son of Kolaiah, and about Zedekiah,
the son of Maaseiah, who are saying to you what is false in my name: See,
I will give them up into the hands of Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, and
he will put them to death before your eyes. 22And their fate will be used as
a curse by all the prisoners of Judah who are in Babylon, who will say, May
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the Lordmake you like Zedekiah and like Ahab, whowere burned in the fire
by the king of Babylon; 23Because they have done shame in Israel, and have
taken their neighbours' wives, and inmynamehave said falsewords, which
I did not give them orders to say; and I myself am the witness, says the Lord.
24About Shemaiah theNehelamite. 25Shemaiah theNehelamite sent a letter
in his name to Zephaniah, the son ofMaaseiah the priest, saying, 26The Lord
has made you priest in place of Jehoiada the priest, to be an overseer in the
houseof theLord for everymanwho is offhisheadand is actingas aprophet,
to put suchmen in prison and in chains. 27Sowhy have youmade no protest
against Jeremiah of Anathoth, who is acting as a prophet to you? 28 For he
has sent to us in Babylon saying, The timewill be long: go on building houses
and living in them, and planting gardens and using the fruit of them. 29And
Zephaniah the priest made clear to Jeremiah the prophet what was said in
the letter, reading it to him. 30 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah
the prophet, saying, 31 Send to all those who have been taken away, saying,
This is what the Lord has said about Shemaiah the Nehelamite: Because
Shemaiah has been acting as a prophet to you, and I did not send him, and
has made you put your faith in what is false; 32 For this cause the Lord has
said, Truly I will send punishment on Shemaiah and on his seed; not a man
of his familywill have aplace among this people, andhewill not see the good
which Iamgoing todo tomypeople, says theLord: becausehehas saidwords
against the Lord.

30
1The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2The Lord, the

God of Israel, has said, Put down in a book all the words which I have said to
you. 3 For see, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will let the fate of
my people Israel and Judah be changed, says the Lord: and I will make them
come back to the land which I gave to their fathers, so that they may take
it for their heritage. 4 And these are the words which the Lord said about
Israel and about Judah. 5 This is what the Lord has said: A voice of shaking
fear has come to our ears, of fear and not of peace. 6Put the question and see
if it is possible for a man to have birth-pains: why do I see every man with
his hands gripping his sides, as awoman doeswhen the pains of birth are on
her, and all faces are turned green? 7Ha! for that day is so great that there is
noday like it: it is the timeof Jacob's trouble: but hewill get salvation from it.
8For itwill come about on that day, says the Lord of armies, that his yokewill
be broken off his neck, and his bandswill be burst; andmen of strange lands
will no longer make use of him as their servant: 9 But they will be servants
to the Lord their God and to David their king, whom Iwill give back to them.
10So have no fear, O Jacob,my servant, says the Lord; and donot be troubled,
O Israel: for see, I will make you come back from far away, and your seed
from the land where they are prisoners; and Jacob will come back, and will
be quiet andat peace, andnoonewill givehimcause for fear. 11For I amwith
you, says the Lord, to be your saviour: for I will put an end to all the nations
where I have sent youwandering, but Iwill not put anend to you completely:
thoughwithwise purpose I will put right your errors, andwill not let you go
quite without punishment. 12For the Lord has said, Your diseasemay not be
madewell andyourwound isbitter. 13There isnohelp foryourwound, there
is nothing to make you well. 14 Your lovers have no more thought for you,
they go after you no longer; for I have given you the wound of a hater, even
cruel punishment; 15Why are you crying for help because of your wound?
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for yourpainmayneverbe takenaway: becauseyourevil-doingwas sogreat
and because your sinswere increased, I have done these things to you. 16For
this cause, all thosewho take you for their foodwill themselves becomeyour
food; and all your attackers, every one of them, will be taken prisoners; and
those who send destruction on you will come to destruction; and all those
who take away your goods by forcewill undergo the same themselves. 17For
I will make you healthy again and I will make you well from your wounds,
says the Lord; because they have given you the name of an outlaw, saying,
It is Zion cared for by no man. 18 The Lord has said, See, I am changing the
fate of the tents of Jacob, and I will have pity on his houses; the town will
be put up on its hill, and the great houses will be living-places again. 19And
from themwill go out praise and the soundof laughing: and Iwillmake them
great in number, and they will not become less; and I will give them glory,
and they will not be small. 20And their children will be as they were in the
old days, and the meeting of the people will have its place before me, and I
will send punishment on all who are cruel to them. 21 And their chief will
be of their number; their ruler will come from among themselves; and I will
let him be present before me, so that he may come near to me: for whomay
have strength of heart to comenearme? says the Lord. 22Andyouwill bemy
people, and I will be your God. 23 See, the storm-wind of the Lord, even the
heat of his wrath, has gone out, a rolling storm, bursting on the heads of the
evil-doers. 24The wrath of the Lord will not be turned back till he has done,
till he has put into effect, the purposes of his heart: in days to come you will
have full knowledge of this.

31
1At that time, says the Lord, I will be the God of all the families of Israel,

and theywill bemypeople. 2TheLordhas said, Grace came in thewaste land
to a people kept safe from the sword, even to Israel on theway to his resting-
place. 3 From far away he saw the Lord: my love for you is an eternal love:
so with mercy I have made you come with me. 4 I will again make new your
buildings, O virgin of Israel, and you will take up your place: again you will
take up your instruments ofmusic, and go out in the dances of thosewho are
glad. 5 Again will your vine-gardens be planted on the hill of Samaria: the
planters will be planting and using the fruit. 6 For there will be a day when
those who get in the grapes on the hills of Ephraim will be crying, Up! let
us go up to Zion to the Lord our God. 7 For the Lord has said, Make a glad
song for Jacob and give a cry on the top of the mountains: give the news,
give praise, and say, The Lord has given salvation to his people, even to the
rest of Israel. 8 See, I will take them from the north country, and get them
from the inmost parts of the earth, and with them the blind and the feeble-
footed, the woman with child and her who is in birth-pains together: a very
great army, they will come back here. 9 They will come with weeping, and
going before them I will be their guide: guiding them by streams of water
in a straight way where there is no falling: for I am a father to Israel, and
Ephraim is the first of my sons. 10 Give ear to the word of the Lord, O you
nations, and give news of it in the sea-lands far away, and say, He who has
sent Israel wandering will get him together and will keep him as a keeper
does his flock. 11For the Lord has given a price for Jacob, andmade him free
from the hands of him who was stronger than he. 12 So they will come with
songs on the high places, flowing together to the good things of the Lord, to
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the grain and the wine and the oil, to the young ones of the flock and of the
herd: their souls will be like a watered garden, and they will have no more
sorrow. 13 Then the virgin will have joy in the dance, and the young men
and the old will be glad: for I will have their weeping turned into joy, I will
give them comfort and make them glad after their sorrow. 14 I will give the
priests their desired fat things, andmypeoplewill have a fullmeasure ofmy
good things, says the Lord. 15So has the Lord said: In Ramah there is a sound
of crying, weeping and bitter sorrow; Rachel weeping for her children; she
will not be comforted for their loss. 16TheLordhas said this: Keepyourvoice
from sorrow and your eyes fromweeping: for your work will be rewarded,
says the Lord; and they will come back from the land of their hater. 17And
there is hope for the future, says the Lord; and your childrenwill come back
to the land which is theirs. 18Certainly Ephraim's words of grief have come
tomy ears, You have givenme training and I have undergone it like a young
cow unused to the yoke: let me be turned and come back, for you are the
Lord my God. 19 Truly, after I had been turned, I had regret for my ways;
and after I had got knowledge, I made signs of sorrow: I was put to shame,
truly, I was covered with shame, because I had to undergo the shame of my
early years. 20 Is Ephraim my dear son? is he the child of my delight? for
whenever I say things against him, I still keep him in my memory: so my
heart is troubled for him; I will certainly have mercy on him, says the Lord.
21 Put up guiding pillars, make road signs for yourself: give attention to the
highway, even theway inwhichyouwent: be turnedagain, Ovirginof Israel,
be turned to these your towns. 22How long will you go on turning this way
and that, O wandering daughter? for the Lord has made a new thing on the
earth, a woman changed into a man. 23 So the Lord of armies, the God of
Israel, has said, Again will these words be used in the land of Judah and in
its towns, when I have let their fate be changed: May the blessing of the Lord
be on you, O resting-place of righteousness, O holy mountain. 24And Judah
and all its towns will be living there together; the farmers and those who go
about with flocks. 25 For I have given new strength to the tired soul and to
every sorrowing soul in full measure. 26 At this, awaking from my sleep, I
saw; and my sleep was sweet to me. 27 See, the days are coming, says the
Lord, when I will have Israel and Judah planted with the seed of man and
with the seed of beast. 28And itwill comeabout that, as I have beenwatching
over themfor thepurposeofuprootingand smashingdownandoverturning
and sendingdestructionandcausing trouble; so Iwill bewatchingover them
for the purpose of building up and planting, says the Lord. 29 In those days
they will no longer say, The fathers have been tasting bitter grapes and the
children's teeth are put on edge. 30But everyone will be put to death for the
evilwhichhehimself has done: whoever has takenbitter grapeswill himself
have his teeth put on edge. 31 See, the days are coming, says the Lord, when
I will make a new agreement with the people of Israel and with the people
of Judah: 32Not like the agreement which I made with their fathers, on the
day when I took them by the hand to be their guide out of the land of Egypt;
which agreement was broken by them, and I gave them up, says the Lord.
33But this is the agreement which I will make with the people of Israel after
those days, says the Lord; I will put my law in their inner parts, writing it
in their hearts; and I will be their God, and they will be my people. 34 And
no longer will they be teaching everyman his neighbour and everyman his
brother, saying, Get knowledge of the Lord: for they will all have knowledge
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of me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the Lord: for they
will have my forgiveness for their evil-doing, and their sin will go from my
memory for ever. 35These are the words of the Lord, who has given the sun
for a light by day, ordering the moon and stars for a light by night, who puts
the sea inmotion, causing the thunder of its waves; the Lord of armies is his
name. 36 If the order of these things beforeme is ever broken, says the Lord,
then will the seed of Israel come to an end as a nation before me for ever.
37 This is what the Lord has said: If the heavens on high may be measured,
and the bases of the earth searched out, then I will give up the seed of Israel,
because of all they have done, says the Lord. 38See, the days are coming, says
the Lord, for the building of the Lord's town, from the tower of Hananel to
the doorway of the angle. 39And the measuring-line will go out in front of it
as far as the hill Gareb, going round to Goah. 40And all the valley of the dead
bodies, and all the field of death as far as the stream Kidron, up to the angle
of the horses' doorway to the east, will be holy to the Lord; it will not again
be uprooted or overturned for ever.

32
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of

Zedekiah, king of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar.
2Now at that time the king of Babylon's armywas round Jerusalem, shutting
it in: and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in the place of the armed
watchmen, in the house of the king of Judah. 3 For Zedekiah, king of Judah,
had had him shut up, saying, Why have you, as a prophet, been saying, The
Lord has said, See, I will give this town into the hands of the king of Babylon,
and he will take it; 4 And Zedekiah, king of Judah, will not get away from
the hands of the Chaldaeans, but will certainly be given up into the hands
of the king of Babylon, and will have talk with him, mouth to mouth, and
see him, eye to eye. 5And he will take Zedekiah away to Babylon, where he
will be till I have pity on him, says the Lord: though you are fighting with
the Chaldaeans, things will not go well for you? 6 And Jeremiah said, The
wordof theLordcame tome, saying, 7See,Hanamel, the sonofShallum, your
father's brother, will come to you and say, Give the price and get for yourself
my property in Anathoth: for you have the right of the nearest relation. 8 So
Hanamel, the son of my father's brother, came to me, as the Lord had said,
to the place of the armed watchmen, and said to me, Give the price and get
my property which is in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin: for you have the
nearest relation's right to theheritage; so get it for yourself. Then itwas clear
to me that this was the word of the Lord. 9 So I got for a price the property
in Anathoth fromHanamel, the son ofmy father's brother, and gave him the
money, seventeen shekels of silver; 10And I put it inwriting, stamping itwith
my stamp, and I tookwitnesses andput themoney into the scales. 11So I took
the paperwitnessing the business, one copy rolled up and stamped, and one
copy open: 12And I gave the paper to Baruch, the son of Neriah, the son of
Mahseiah, before the eyes of Hanamel, the son ofmy father's brother, and of
the witnesses who had put their names to the paper, and before all the Jews
whowere seated in the place of the armedwatchmen. 13And I gave orders to
Baruch in front of them, saying, 14This is what the Lord of armies, the God of
Israel, has said: Take thesepapers, thewitnessof thisbusiness, theonewhich
is rolled up and stamped, and the onewhich is open; andput them in a vessel
of earth so that they may be kept for a long time. 15 For the Lord of armies,
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the God of Israel, has said, There will again be trading in houses and fields
and vine-gardens in this land. 16Now after I had given the paper to Baruch,
the son of Neriah, I mademy prayer to the Lord, saying, 17Ah Lord God! see,
you have made the heaven and the earth by your great power and by your
outstretched arm, and there is nothing you are not able to do: 18 You have
mercy on thousands, and send punishment for the evil-doing of the fathers
on their children after them: the great, the strong God, the Lord of armies
is his name: 19Great in wisdom and strong in act: whose eyes are open on
all the ways of the sons of men, giving to everyone the reward of his ways
and the fruit of his doings: 20You have done signs andwonders in the land of
Egypt, and even to this day, in Israel and among othermen; and havemade a
name for yourself as at this day; 21And have taken your people Israel out of
the land of Egypt with signs and with wonders and with a strong hand and
an outstretched arm, causing great fear; 22 And have given them this land,
which you gave your word to their fathers to give them, a land flowing with
milk and honey; 23And they came in and took it for their heritage, but they
didnotgiveear toyourvoice, andwerenot ruledbyyour law; theyhavedone
nothingof all yougave themorders todo: so youhavemadeall this evil come
on them: 24 See, they have made earthworks against the town to take it; and
the town is given into thehandsof theChaldaeanswhoarefightingagainst it,
because of the sword and need of food and disease: and what you have said
has taken place, and truly you see it. 25 And you have said to me, Give the
money to get yourself a property, and have the business witnessed; though
the town is given into the hands of the Chaldaeans. 26 And the word of the
Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 27 See, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh: is
thereanything sohard that I amunable todo it? 28So this iswhat theLordhas
said: See, I am giving this town into the hands of the Chaldaeans and into the
hands of Nebuchadrezzar, the king of Babylon, and hewill take it: 29And the
Chaldaeans, who are fighting against this town, will come and put the town
on fire, burning it together with the houses, on the roofs of which perfumes
have been burned to the Baal, and drink offerings have been drained out to
other gods,movingme towrath. 30For the childrenof Israel and the children
of Judah have done nothing but evil inmy eyes from their earliest years: the
children of Israel have only made me angry with the work of their hands,
says theLord. 31For this townhasbeen tomeacauseofwrathandofburning
passion from the day of its building till this day, so that I put it away from
before my face: 32Because of all the evil of the children of Israel and of the
children of Judah, which they have done to make me angry, they and their
kings, their princes, their priests, and their prophets, and the men of Judah
and the people of Jerusalem. 33And they have been turning their backs and
not their faces to me: and though I was their teacher, getting up early and
teaching them, their ears were not open to teaching. 34 But they put their
disgusting images into the house which is named by my name, making it
unclean. 35 And they put up the high places of the Baal in the valley of the
son of Hinnom,making their sons and their daughters go through the fire to
Molech; which I did not give them orders to do, and it never came into my
mind that they would do this disgusting thing, causing Judah to be turned
out of the way. 36And now the Lord, the God of Israel, has said of this town,
about which you say, It is given into the hands of the king of Babylon by the
sword and by need of food and by disease: 37 See, I will get them together
from all the countries where I have sent them inmywrath and in the heat of
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my passion and in my bitter feeling; and I will let them come back into this
place where they may take their rest safely. 38And they will be my people,
and Iwill be their God: 39And Iwill give themone heart and oneway, so that
they may go on in the worship of me for ever, for their good and the good
of their children after them: 40 And I will make an eternal agreement with
them, that I will never give them up, but ever do them good; and I will put
the fear of me in their hearts, so that they will not go away fromme. 41And
truly, I will take pleasure in doing them good, and all my heart and soul will
be given to planting them in this land in good faith. 42For the Lord has said:
As I have made all this great evil come on this people, so I will send on them
all the good which I said about them. 43 And there will be trading in fields
in this land of which you say, It is a waste, without man or beast; it is given
into the hands of the Chaldaeans. 44Men will get fields for money, and put
the business in writing, stamping the papers and having themwitnessed, in
the land of Benjamin and in the country round Jerusalem and in the towns
of Judah and in the towns of the hill-country and in the towns of the lowland
and in the towns of the South: for I will let their fate be changed, says the
Lord.

33
1 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the second time, while he

was still shut up in the place of the armed watchmen, saying, 2 These are
the words of the Lord, who is doing it, the Lord who is forming it, to make
it certain; the Lord is his name; 3Let your cry come tome, and I will give you
an answer, and let you see great things and secret things ofwhich youhadno
knowledge. 4 For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, has said about the
houses of this town and the houses of the kings of Judah, which have been
broken down to make earthworks and ... ; 5 ... and to make them full of the
deadbodies ofmenwhomIhaveput todeath inmywrathand inmypassion,
and because ofwhose evil-doing I have keptmy face covered from this town.
6See, I will make it healthy andwell again, I will evenmake themwell; I will
let them see peace and good faith in full measure. 7And I will let the fate of
Judah andof Israel be changed, building themupas at first. 8And Iwillmake
them clean fromall their sin, withwhich they have been sinning againstme;
I will have forgiveness for all their sins, with which they have been sinning
against me, and with which they have done evil against me. 9And this town
will be tome for a name of joy, for a praise and a glory before all the nations
of the earth, who, hearing of all the good which I am doing for them, will be
shaking with fear because of all the good and the peace which I am doing
for it. 10 This is what the Lord has said: There will again be sounding in
this place, of which you say, It is a waste, without man and without beast;
even in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem which are waste
and unpeopled, without man and without beast, 11Happy sounds, the voice
of joy, the voice of the newly-married man and the voice of the bride, the
voices of those who say, Give praise to the Lord of armies, for the Lord is
good, for his mercy is unchanging for ever: the voices of those who go with
praise into the house of the Lord. For I will let the land come back to its first
condition, says the Lord. 12 This is what the Lord of armies has said: Again
there will be in this place, which is a waste, without man andwithout beast,
and in all its towns, a resting-place where the keepers of sheep will make
their flocks take rest. 13 In the towns of the hill-country, in the towns of the
lowland, and in the townsof the South and in the landof Benjaminand in the
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country round Jerusalem and in the towns of Judah, the flocks will again go
under thehandofhimwho isnumbering them, says theLord. 14See, thedays
are coming, says the Lord, when I will give effect to the good word which I
have said about the people of Israel and the people of Judah. 15 In those days
and at that time, I will let a Branch of righteousness come up for David; and
he will be a judge in righteousness in the land. 16 In those days, Judah will
have salvation and Jerusalemwill be safe: and this is the namewhichwill be
given to her: The Lord is our righteousness. 17 For the Lord has said, David
will never be without a man to take his place on the seat of the kingdom of
Israel; 18And the priests and the Leviteswill never bewithout aman to come
before me, offering burned offerings and perfumes and meal offerings and
offerings of beasts at all times. 19And theword of the Lord came to Jeremiah,
saying, 20The Lord has said: If it is possible formy agreement of the day and
the night to be broken, so that day and night no longer come at their fixed
times, 21Then my agreement with my servant David may be broken, so that
he no longer has a son to take his place on the seat of the kingdom; and my
agreement with the Levites, the priests, my servants. 22As it is not possible
for the army of heaven to be numbered, or the sand of the sea measured,
so will I make the seed of my servant David, and the Levites my servants.
23And theword of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 24Have you taken note
of what these people have said, The two families, which the Lord took for
himself, he has given up? This they say, looking downonmypeople as being,
in their eyes, no longer a nation. 25The Lord has said, If I have notmade day
and night, and if the limits of heaven and earth have not been fixed by me,
26Then Iwill give up caring for the seed of Jacob and of Davidmy servant, so
that I will not take of his seed to be rulers over the seed of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob: for I will let their fate be changed andwill havemercy on them.

34
1Thewordwhich came to Jeremiah from the Lord,whenNebuchadrezzar,

king of Babylon, and all his army, and all the kingdoms of the earth which
were under his rule, and all the peoples, were fighting against Jerusalem
and all its towns, saying, 2 The Lord, the God of Israel, has said, Go and say
to Zedekiah, king of Judah, This is what the Lord has said: See, I will give
this town into the hands of the king of Babylon, and he will have it burned
with fire: 3And you will not get away from him, but will certainly be taken
and given up into his hands; and youwill see the king of Babylon, eye to eye,
and he will have talk with you, mouth to mouth, and you will go to Babylon.
4But give ear to the word of the Lord, O Zedekiah, king of Judah; this is what
the Lord has said about you: Death will not come to you by the sword: 5You
will come to your end in peace; and such burnings as they made for your
fathers, the earlier kings before you, will be made for you; and they will be
weeping for you and saying, Ah lord! for I have said theword, says the Lord.
6Then Jeremiah the prophet said all these things to Zedekiah, king of Judah,
in Jerusalem, 7When the army of the king of Babylon was fighting against
Jerusalem and against all the towns of Judah which had not been taken,
against Lachish and against Azekah; for these were the last of the walled
townsof Judah. 8Thewordwhichcame to Jeremiah fromtheLord, afterKing
Zedekiah had made an agreement with all the people in Jerusalem, to give
news inpublic that servantswere tobemade free; 9That everymanwas to let
his Hebrewman-servant and his Hebrew servant-girl go free; so that no one
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might make use of a Jew, his countryman, as a servant: 10And this was done
by all the rulers and the people who had taken part in the agreement, and
every one let his man-servant and his servant-girl go free, not to be used as
servants any longer; they did so, and let them go. 11But later, they took back
again the servants and the servant-girls whom they had let go free, and put
them again under the yoke as servants and servant-girls. 12 For this reason
the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 13 The Lord,
the God of Israel, has said, Imade an agreementwith your fathers on the day
when I took them out of Egypt, out of the prison-house, saying, 14At the end
of seven years every man is to let go his countryman who is a Hebrew, who
has become yours for a price and has been your servant for six years; you
are to let him go free: but your fathers gave no attention and did not give
ear. 15 And now, turning away from evil, you had done what is right in my
eyes, giving a public undertaking for everyman tomake his neighbour free;
and you hadmade an agreement before me in the house which is named by
myname: 16But again you have put shame onmyname, and you have taken
back, every one his man-servant and his servant-girl, whom you had sent
away free, and you have put them under the yoke again to be your servants
and servant-girls. 17 And so the Lord has said, You have not given ear to
me and undertaken publicly, every man to let loose his countryman and his
neighbour: see, I undertake to let loose against you the sword and disease
and need of food; and I will send you wandering among all the kingdoms of
the earth. 18And I will give the men who have gone against my agreement
and have not given effect to the words of the agreement which they made
before me, when the ox was cut in two and they went between the parts of
it, 19 The rulers of Judah and the rulers of Jerusalem, the unsexed servants
and the priests and all the people of the landwhowent between the parts of
the ox, 20Even these I will give up into the hands of their haters and into the
hands of those who have designs against their lives: and their dead bodies
will become food for the birds of heaven and the beasts of the earth. 21And
Zedekiah, king of Judah, and his rulers I will give into the hands of their
haters and into the hands of those who have designs against their lives, and
into the hands of the king of Babylon's armywhich has gone away from you.
22 See, I will give orders, says the Lord, and make them come back to this
town; and they will make war on it and take it and have it burned with fire:
and I will make the towns of Judah waste and unpeopled.

35
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, in the days of Je-

hoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, saying, 2Go into the house of the
Rechabites, and have talk with them, and take them into the house of the
Lord, into one of the rooms, and give themwine. 3Then I took Jaazaniah, the
sonof Jeremiah, the sonofHabazziniah, andhisbrothers andall his sonsand
all the Rechabites; 4And I took them into the house of the Lord, into the room
of the sons ofHanan, the son of Igdaliah, themanof God,whichwas near the
rulers' room, which was over the room of Maaseiah, the son of Shallum, the
keeper of the door; 5And I put before the sons of the Rechabites basins full
of wine and cups, and I said to them, Take some wine. 6 But they said, We
will take no wine: for Jonadab, the son of Rechab our father, gave us orders,
saying, You are to take no wine, you or your sons, for ever: 7And you are to
makenohouses, or put in seed, or get vine-gardens planted, or have any: but
all your days you are to go on living in tents, so that youmay have a long life
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in the land where you are living as in a strange country. 8And we have kept
the rules of Jonadab, the son of Rechab our father, in everything which he
gave us orders to do, drinking no wine all our days, we and our wives and
our sons and our daughters; 9 Building no houses for ourselves, having no
vine-gardens or fields or seed: 10But we have been living in tents, and have
done everythingwhich Jonadab our father gave us orders to do. 11Butwhen
Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, came up into the land, we said, Come, let
us go to Jerusalem, away fromthearmyof theChaldaeansand fromthearmy
of the Aramaeans: and sowe are living in Jerusalem. 12Then theword of the
Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 13This is what the Lord of armies, the God of
Israel, has said: Go and say to themen of Judah and the people of Jerusalem,
Is therenohopeof teachingyou togiveear tomywords? says theLord. 14The
orders which Jonadab, the son of Rechab, gave to his sons to take no wine,
are done, and to this day they take no wine, for they do the orders of their
father: but I have sent my words to you, getting up early and sending them,
and you have not given ear to me. 15And I have sent you all my servants the
prophets, getting up early and sending them, saying, Come back, now, every
man from his evil way, and do better, and go not after other gods to become
their servants, and you will go on living in the land which I have given to
you and to your fathers: but your ears have not been open, and you have
not given attention to me. 16 Though the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab
have done the orders of their fatherwhich he gave them, this people has not
given ear to me: 17 For this reason the Lord, the God of armies, the God of
Israel, has said, See, I will send on Judah and on all the people of Jerusalem
all the evil which I said Iwould do to them: because I sentmywords to them,
but they did not give ear; crying out to them, but they gave no answer. 18But
to the Rechabites Jeremiah said, This is what the Lord of armies, the God of
Israel, has said: Because you have done the orders of Jonadab your father,
and have kept his rules, and done everything as he gave you orders to do it;
19For this reason the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said, Jonadab, the
son of Rechab, will never be without a man to take his place before me.

36
1Now it came about in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king

of Judah, that thiswordcame to Jeremiah fromtheLord, saying, 2Takeabook
and put down in it all the words I have said to you against Israel and against
Judah and against all the nations, from the day when my word came to you
in the days of Josiah till this day. 3 It may be that the people of Judah, hearing
of all the evil which it ismy purpose to do to them,will be turned, everyman
fromhis evil ways; so that theymay havemy forgiveness for their evil-doing
and their sin. 4Then Jeremiah sent forBaruch, the sonofNeriah; andBaruch
took down from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the Lord which he
had said to him, writing them in a book. 5 And Jeremiah gave orders to
Baruch, saying, I amshutup, andamnot able to go into thehouseof theLord:
6 So you are to go, reading there from the book, which you have taken down
from my mouth, the words of the Lord, in the hearing of the people in the
Lord's house, on a day when they go without food, and in the hearing of all
themen of Judahwho have come out from their towns. 7 It may be that their
prayer for grace will go up to the Lord, and that every man will be turned
from his evil ways: for great is the wrath and the passion made clear by the
Lordagainst this people. 8AndBaruch, the sonofNeriah, did as Jeremiah the



Jeremiah 36:9 767 Jeremiah 36:30

prophet gave him orders to do, reading from the book the words of the Lord
in theLord'shouse. 9Nowit cameabout in thefifthyearof Jehoiakim, the son
of Josiah, kingof Judah, in theninthmonth, that itwas givenout publicly that
all the people in Jerusalem, and all the people who came from the towns of
Judah to Jerusalem, were to keep from food before the Lord. 10Then Baruch
gave a public reading of the words of Jeremiah from the book, in the house
of the Lord, in the room of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the
higher square, as one goes in by the new doorway of the Lord's house, in
the hearing of all the people. 11And Micaiah, the son of Gemariah, the son
of Shaphan, after hearing all the words of the Lord from the book, 12Went
down to the king's house, to the scribe's room: and all the rulerswere seated
there, Elishama the scribe and Delaiah, the son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan,
the son of Achbor, and Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah, the son
of Hananiah, and all the rulers. 13ThenMicaiah gave them an account of all
the words which had come to his ears when Baruchwas reading the book to
the people. 14 So all the rulers sent Jehudi, the son of Nethaniah, the son of
Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, to Baruch, saying, Take in your hand the book
from which you have been reading to the people and come. So Baruch, the
sonofNeriah, took thebook inhishandandcamedownto them. 15Then they
said to him, Be seated now, and give us a reading from it. So Baruch did so,
reading it to them. 16Nowit cameabout that, afterhearingall thewords, they
said to one another in fear, We will certainly give the king an account of all
thesewords. 17Andquestioning Baruch, they said, Say now, howdid you put
all thesewordsdown inwriting fromhismouth? 18ThenBaruch, answering,
said, He said all these things to me by word of mouth, and I put them down
with ink in the book. 19 Then the rulers said to Baruch, Go and put yourself
in a safe place, you and Jeremiah, and let no man have knowledge of where
you are. 20 Then they went into the open square to the king; but the book
they put away in the room of Elishama the scribe; and they gave the king an
accountof all thewords. 21So theking sent Jehudi to get thebook, andhe took
it from the roomofElishama the scribe. And Jehudi gave a reading of it in the
hearing of the king and all the rulers whowere by the king's side. 22Now the
kingwas seated in thewinterhouse, andafirewasburning in thefireplace in
front of him. 23And it came about that whenever Jehudi, in his reading, had
got through three or four divisions, the king, cutting themwith his penknife,
put them into the fire, till all the book was burned up in the fire which was
burning in the fireplace. 24 But they had no fear and gave no signs of grief,
not the king or any of his servants, after hearing all these words. 25 And
Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had made a strong request to the king
not to let the book be burned, but he would not give ear to them. 26And the
king gave orders to Jerahmeel, the king's son, and Seraiah, the son of Azriel,
and Shelemiah, the sonofAbdeel, to takeBaruch the scribe and Jeremiah the
prophet: but theLordkept themsafe. 27Thenafter thebook, inwhichBaruch
had put down thewords of Jeremiah, had been burned by the king, theword
of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 28 Take another book and put down
in it all the words which were in the first book, which Jehoiakim, king of
Judah, put into the fire. 29And about Jehoiakim, king of Judah, you are to say,
This is what the Lord has said: You have put this book into the fire, saying,
Why have you put in it that the king of Babylon will certainly come, causing
the destruction of this land and putting an end to everyman and beast in it?
30For this reason the Lord has said of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, Hewill have
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no son to take his place on the seat of David: his dead body will be put out
to undergo the heat of the day and the cold of the night. 31 And I will send
punishment on him and on his seed and on his servants for their evil-doing;
I will send on them and on the people of Jerusalem and themen of Judah, all
the evilwhich I said against them, but they did not give ear. 32Then Jeremiah
took another book, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah, who
put down in it, from themouth of Jeremiah, all the words of the book which
had been burned in the fire by Jehoiakim, king of Judah: and in addition a
number of other words of the same sort.

37
1AndZedekiah, the sonof Josiah, becameking inplaceofConiah, the sonof

Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, made king in the land
of Judah. 2 But he and his servants and the people of the land did not give
ear to the words of the Lord which he said by Jeremiah the prophet. 3And
Zedekiah theking sent Jehucal, the sonof Shelemiah, andZephaniah, the son
of Maaseiah the priest, to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, Make prayer now to
the Lord ourGod for us. 4 (Now Jeremiahwas going about among the people,
for they had not put him in prison. 5And Pharaoh's army had come out from
Egypt: and the Chaldaeans, who were attacking Jerusalem, hearing news
of them, went away from Jerusalem.) 6 Then the word of the Lord came to
the prophet Jeremiah, saying, 7 The Lord, the God of Israel, has said: This is
what you are to say to the king of Judah who sent you to get directions from
me: See, Pharaoh's army, which has come out to your help, will go back to
Egypt, to their land. 8 And the Chaldaeans will come back again and make
war against this town and they will take it and put it on fire. 9 The Lord has
said, Have no false hopes, saying to yourselves, The Chaldaeanswill go away
from us: for they will not go away. 10 For even if you had overcome all the
army of the Chaldaeans fighting against you, and there were only wounded
men among them, still they would get up, everyman in his tent, and put this
town on fire. 11 And it came about that when the Chaldaean army outside
Jerusalem had gone away for fear of Pharaoh's army, 12 Jeremiah went out
of Jerusalem to go into the land of Benjamin, with the purpose of taking up
his heritage there among the people. 13 But when he was at the Benjamin
door, a captain of the watch named Irijah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of
Hananiah, who was stationed there, put his hand on Jeremiah the prophet,
saying, You are going to give yourself up to the Chaldaeans. 14Then Jeremiah
said, That is not true; I amnot going to the Chaldaeans. But hewouldnot give
ear tohim: so Irijahmadehimprisoner and tookhim to the rulers. 15And the
rulers were angrywith Jeremiah, and gave him blows and put him in prison
in the house of Jonathan the scribe: for they hadmade that the prison. 16 So
Jeremiah came into the hole of the prison, under the arches, and was there
for a long time. 17 Then King Zedekiah sent and got him out: and the king,
questioning him secretly in his house, said, Is there anyword from the Lord?
And Jeremiah said, There is. Thenhe said, Youwill be givenup into thehands
of the king of Babylon. 18 Then Jeremiah said to King Zedekiah, What has
beenmy sin against you or against your servants or against this people, that
youhaveputme inprison? 19Wherenoware your prophetswho said to you,
The king of Babylon will not come against you and against this land? 20And
now be pleased to give ear, O my lord the king; let my prayer for help come
before you, and do notmakeme go back to the house of Jonathan the scribe,
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for fear that I may come tomy death there. 21Then by the order of Zedekiah
the king, Jeremiah was put into the place of the armed watchmen, and they
gave him every day a cake of bread from the street of the bread-makers, till
all the bread in the town was used up. So Jeremiah was kept in the place of
the armedwatchmen.

38
1Now it came to the ears of Shephatiah, the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah,

the son of Pashhur, and Jucal, the son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur, the son
of Malchiah, that Jeremiah had said to all the people, 2 These are the words
of the Lord: Whoever goes on living in this town will come to his death by
the sword or through need of food or by disease: but whoever goes out to
the Chaldaeans will keep his life out of the power of the attackers and be
safe. 3 The Lord has said, This town will certainly be given into the hands
of the army of the king of Babylon, and he will take it. 4Then the rulers said
to the king, Let this man be put to death, because he is putting fear into the
hearts of the men of war who are still in the town, and into the hearts of the
people, by saying such things to them: this man is not working for the well-
being of the people, but for their damage. 5 Then Zedekiah the king said,
See, he is in your hands: for the king was not able to do anything against
them. 6 So they took Jeremiah and put him into the water-hole of Malchiah,
the king's son, in the place of the armed watchmen: and they let Jeremiah
down with cords. And in the hole there was no water, but wet earth: and
Jeremiah went down into the wet earth. 7Now it came to the ears of Ebed-
melech the Ethiopian, an unsexed servant in the king's house, that they had
put Jeremiah into the water-hole; the king at that time being seated in the
doorway of Benjamin: 8 And Ebed-melech went out from the king's house
and said to the king, 9My lord the king, these men have done evil in all they
have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have put into the water-
hole; and he will come to his death in the place where he is through need of
food: for there is nomore bread in the town. 10Then the king gave orders to
Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, Take with you three men from here and
get Jeremiah out of the water-hole before death overtakes him. 11 So Ebed-
melech took the men with him and went into the house of the king, to the
place where the clothing was kept, and got from there old clothing and bits
of old cloth, and let themdown by cords into thewater-holewhere Jeremiah
was. 12And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said to Jeremiah, Put these bits of old
cloth under your arms under the cords. And Jeremiah did so. 13 So pulling
Jeremiah upwith the cords they got himout of thewater-hole: and Jeremiah
was kept in the place of the armed watchmen. 14 Then King Zedekiah sent
for Jeremiah the prophet and took him into the rulers' doorway in the house
of the Lord: and the king said to Jeremiah, I have a question to put to you;
keep nothing back fromme. 15Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, If I give you
the answer to your question, will you not certainly put me to death? and if I
make a suggestion to you, you will not give it a hearing. 16 So King Zedekiah
gavehis oath to Jeremiah secretly, saying, By the livingLord,whogaveusour
life, I will not put you to death, or give you up to thesemenwho are desiring
to take your life. 17 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, These are the words of
the Lord, the God of armies, the God of Israel: If you go out to the king of
Babylon's captains, then you will have life, and the town will not be burned
with fire, and you and your family will be kept from death: 18But if you do
not go out to the king of Babylon's captains, then this townwill be given into
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the hands of the Chaldaeans and they will put it on fire, and you will not get
away from them. 19 And King Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, I am troubled on
account of the Jewswho have gone over to the Chaldaeans, for fear that they
may giveme up to them and theywill putme to shame. 20But Jeremiah said,
They will not give you up: be guided now by the word of the Lord as I have
given it to you, and it will be well for you, and you will keep your life. 21But
if you do not go out, this is what the Lord hasmade clear tome: 22See, all the
rest of the women in the house of the king of Judah will be taken out to the
king of Babylon's captains, and these women will say, Your nearest friends
have been false to you and have got the better of you: they have made your
feet go deep into the wet earth, and they are turned away back from you.
23And theywill take all yourwives and your children out to the Chaldaeans:
andyouwill not get awayout of their hands, butwill be takenby thehands of
the king of Babylon: and this townwill be burnedwithfire. 24ThenZedekiah
said to Jeremiah, Let no man have knowledge of these words, and you will
not be put to death. 25But if it comes to the ears of the rulers that I have been
talking with you, and they come and say to you, Give us word now of what
youhave said to theking andwhat the king said to you, keepingnothingback
and we will not put you to death; 26 Then you are to say to them, I made my
request to theking, that hewouldnot sendmeback tomydeath in Jonathan's
house. 27Then all the rulers came to Jeremiah, questioning him: andhe gave
them an answer in the words the king had given him orders to say. So they
said nothing more to him; for the thing was not made public. 28 So Jeremiah
was kept in the place of the armed watchmen till the day when Jerusalem
was taken.

39
1 And it came about, that when Jerusalem was taken, (in the ninth year

of Zedekiah, king of Judah, in the tenth month, Nebuchadrezzar, king of
Babylon, with all his army, came against Jerusalem, shutting it in on every
side; 2 In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, on the ninth
day of the month, the town was broken into:) 3 All the captains of the king
of Babylon came in and took their places in themiddle doorway of the town,
Nergal-shar-ezer, rulerof Sin-magir, theRabmag, andNebushazban, theRab-
saris, and all the captains of the king of Babylon. 4Andwhen Zedekiah, king
of Judah, and all the men of war saw it, they went in flight from the town
by night, by the way of the king's garden, through the doorway between
the two walls: and they went out by the Arabah. 5 But the Chaldaean army
went after them and overtook Zedekiah in the lowlands of Jericho: and they
made him a prisoner and took him up to Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon,
to Riblah in the land of Hamath, to be judged by him. 6 Then the king of
Babylon put the sons of Zedekiah to death before his eyes in Riblah: and
the king of Babylon put to death all the great men of Judah. 7 And more
than this, he put out Zedekiah's eyes, and had him put in chains to take him
away to Babylon. 8And the Chaldaeans put the king's house on fire, as well
as the houses of the people, and had the walls of Jerusalem broken down.
9ThenNebuzaradan, the captain of the armedmen, took away to Babylon as
prisoners, all the rest of the workmen who were still in the town, as well as
those who had given themselves up to him, and all the rest of the people.
10 But Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men, let the poorest of the
people, who had nothing whatever, go on living in the land of Judah, and



Jeremiah 39:11 771 Jeremiah 40:10

gave themvine-gardens andfields at the same time. 11NowNebuchadrezzar,
king of Babylon, gave orders about Jeremiah to Nebuzaradan, the captain
of the armed men, saying, 12 Take him and keep an eye on him and see
that no evil comes to him; but do with him whatever he says to you. 13 So
Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men, sent Nebushazban, the Rab-
saris, and Nergal-shar-ezer, the Rabmag, and all the chief captains of the
king of Babylon, 14 And they sent and took Jeremiah out of the place of the
watchmen, and gave him into the care of Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the
son of Shaphan, to take him to his house: so hewas living among the people.
15Now the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah while he was shut up in the
place of the armed watchmen, saying, 16 Go and say to Ebed-melech the
Ethiopian, This is what the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: See,
my words will come true for this town, for evil and not for good: they will
come about before your eyes on that day. 17But I will keep you safe on that
day, says the Lord: you will not be given into the hands of the men you are
fearing. 18 For I will certainly let you go free, and you will not be put to the
sword, but your life will be given to you out of the hands of your attackers:
because you have put your faith inme, says the Lord.

40
1Thewordwhich came to Jeremiah from the Lord, afterNebuzaradan, the

captain of the armed men, had let him go from Ramah, when he had taken
him; for he had been put in chains, among all the prisoners of Jerusalemand
Judah who were taken away prisoners to Babylon. 2And the captain of the
armedmen took Jeremiah and said to him, The Lord your God gave word of
the evilwhichwas to comeon this place: 3***and the Lordhasmade it come,
andhasdoneashe said; becauseof your sinagainst theLord innot giving ear
to his voice; and that is why this thing has come on you. 4Now see, this day
I am freeing you from the chains which are on your hands. If it seems good
to you to comewithme to Babylon, then come, and Iwill keep an eye on you;
but if it does not seem good to you to come with me to Babylon, then do not
come: see, all the land is before you; if it seems good and right to you to go on
living in the land, 5 Then go back to Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the son of
Shaphan,whom the king of Babylonhasmade ruler over the towns of Judah,
and make your living-place with him among the people; or go wherever it
seems right to you to go. So the captain of the armed men gave him food
and some money and let him go. 6 So Jeremiah went to Gedaliah, the son of
Ahikam, inMizpah, andwas livingwithhimamong thepeoplewhowere still
in the land. 7Now when it came to the ears of all the captains of the forces
who were in the field, and their men, that the king of Babylon had made
Gedaliah, the sonofAhikam, ruler in the land, andhadputunderhis care the
men andwomen and children, all the poorest of the land, thosewho had not
been taken away to Babylon; 8 Then they came to Gedaliah in Mizpah, even
Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan, the son of Kareah, and Seraiah,
the son of Tanhumeth, and the sons of Ephai theNetophathite, and Jezaniah,
the son of the Maacathite, they and their men. 9 And Gedaliah, the son of
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, took an oath to them and their men, saying,
Have no fear of the servants of the Chaldaeans: go on living in the land, and
become the servants of the king of Babylon, and all will be well. 10 As for
me, I will be living in Mizpah as your representative before the Chaldaeans
who come to us: but you are to get in your wine and summer fruits and oil
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and put them in your vessels, and make living-places for yourselves in the
towns which you have taken. 11 In the same way, when all the Jews who
were in Moab and among the children of Ammon and in Edom and in all
the countries, had news that the king of Babylon had let Judah keep some of
its people and that he had put over them Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the
son of Shaphan; 12Then all the Jews came back from all the places to which
theyhadgone inflight, and came to the landof Judah, toGedaliah, toMizpah,
and got in a great store of wine and summer fruit. 13Now Johanan, the son
of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces which were in the field, came
to Gedaliah in Mizpah, 14 And said to him, Has it come to your knowledge
that Baalis, the king of the children of Ammon, has sent Ishmael, the son of
Nethaniah, to take your life? But Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, put no faith
in what they said. 15 Then Johanan, the son of Kareah, said to Gedaliah in
Mizpah secretly, Let me now go and put Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, to
death without anyone's knowledge: why let him take your life so that all the
Jewswho have come together to youmay be sent in flight, and the rest of the
men of Judah come to an end? 16 But Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, said to
Johanan, the son of Kareah, You are not to do this: for what you say about
Ishmael is false.

41
1 Now it came about in the seventh month that Ishmael, the son of

Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the king's seed, having with him ten
men, came to Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, in Mizpah; and they had a meal
together in Mizpah. 2 Then Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, and the ten men
who were with him, got up, and attacking Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the
son of Shaphan, with the sword, put to death himwhom the king of Babylon
had made ruler over the land. 3And Ishmael put to death all the Jews who
were with him, even with Gedaliah, at Mizpah, and the Chaldaean men of
war. 4Now on the second day after he had put Gedaliah to death, when no
onehadknowledgeof it, 5Somepeople came fromShechem, fromShilohand
Samaria, eightymen,with thehair of their faces cut offand their clothingout
of order, andwith cuts on their bodies, and in their handsmeal offerings and
perfumeswhich theywere taking to thehouseof theLord. 6And Ishmael, the
son of Nethaniah, went out fromMizpah with the purpose of meeting them,
weeping on his way: and it came about that when he was face to face with
them he said, Come to Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam. 7And when they came
inside the town, Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, and themenwhowere with
him, put them todeath andput their bodies into adeephole. 8But therewere
tenmenamong themwhosaid to Ishmael, Donotputus todeath, forwehave
secret stores, in the country, of grain and oil and honey. So he did not put
them todeathwith their countrymen. 9Nowthehole intowhich Ishmael had
put the dead bodies of themenwhomhehad put to death, was the great hole
which Asa the king hadmade for fear of Baasha, king of Israel: and Ishmael,
the son of Nethaniah, made it full of the bodies of those who had been put
to death. 10 Then Ishmael took away as prisoners all the rest of the people
who were in Mizpah, the king's daughters and all the people still in Mizpah,
whom Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men, had put under the care
of Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam: Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, took them
away prisoners with the purpose of going over to the children of Ammon.
11 But when Johanan, the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the armed
forceswhowerewith him, had news of all the evil which Ishmael, the son of
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Nethaniah, had done, 12 They took their men and went out to make war on
Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, and they came face to face with him by the
great waters in Gibeon. 13Nowwhen all the people who were with Ishmael
saw Johanan, the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces with him,
then they were glad. 14 And all the people whom Ishmael had taken away
prisoners fromMizpah, turning round, came back andwent to Johanan, the
son of Kareah. 15But Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, got away from Johanan,
with eight men, and went to the children of Ammon. 16 Then Johanan, the
son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces who were with him, took
all the rest of the people whom Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, had made
prisoners, after he had put to death Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the people
fromMizpah, that is, themenofwarand thewomenand thechildrenand the
unsexed servants, whom he had taken back with him from Gibeon: 17And
they went and were living in the resting-place of Chimham, which is near
Beth-lehem on the way into Egypt, 18 Because of the Chaldaeans: for they
were in fear of thembecause Ishmael, the son ofNethaniah, had put to death
Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam,whom the king of Babylonhadmade ruler over
the land.

42
1 Then all the captains of the forces, and Johanan, the son of Kareah,

and Jezaniah, the son of Hoshaiah, and all the people from the least to the
greatest, camenear, 2Andsaid to Jeremiah theprophet, Let our request come
before you, andmake prayer for us to the Lord your God, even for this small
band of us; for we are only a small band out of what was a great number, as
your eyesmay see: 3That the Lord your Godmaymake clear to us theway in
which we are to go and what we are to do. 4Then Jeremiah the prophet said
to them, I have given ear to you; see, I willmake prayer to the Lord yourGod,
as you have said; and it will be that, whatever the Lord may say in answer
to you, I will give you word of it, keeping nothing back. 5 Then they said to
Jeremiah,May theLordbea truewitness against us in good faith, ifwedonot
do everything which the Lord your God sends you to say to us. 6 If it is good
or if it is evil, wewill be guided by the voice of the Lord our God, towhomwe
are sending you; so that it may be well for us when we give ear to the voice
of the Lord our God. 7And it came about that after ten days the word of the
Lord came to Jeremiah. 8And he sent for Johanan, the son of Kareah, and all
the captains of the forces who were still with him, and all the people, from
the least to the greatest, 9And said to them, These are the words of the Lord,
the God of Israel, to whom you sent me to put your request before him: 10 If
you still go on living in the land, then I will go on building you up and not
pulling you down, planting you and not uprooting you: for my purpose of
doing evil to you has been changed. 11Have no fear of the king of Babylon, of
whom you are now in fear; have no fear of him, says the Lord: for I amwith
you to keep you safe and to give you salvation from his hands. 12And I will
havemercy on you, so that hemay havemercy on you and let you go back to
your land. 13But if you say,Wehave no desire to go on living in this land; and
do not give ear to the voice of the Lord your God, 14Saying, No, butwewill go
into the land of Egypt, where wewill not see war, or be hearing the sound of
the horn, or be in need of food; there we will make our living-place; 15Then
give ear now to theword of the Lord, O you last of Judah: the Lord of armies,
the God of Israel, has said, If your minds are fixed on going into Egypt and
stopping there; 16Then it will come about that the sword, which is the cause
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of your fear, will overtake you there in the land of Egypt, and need of food,
which you are fearing, will go after you there in Egypt; and there death will
come to you. 17Suchwill be the fate of all themenwhoseminds are fixed on
going intoEgypt and stopping there; theywill come to their endby the sword,
by being short of food, and by disease: not one of them will keep his life or
get away from the evil which I will send on them. 18For this is what the Lord
of armies, the God of Israel, has said: Asmywrath and passion have been let
loose on the people of Jerusalem, sowillmy passion be let loose on youwhen
you go into Egypt: and you will become an oath and a cause of wonder and
a curse and a name of shame; and youwill never see this place again. 19The
Lord has said about you, O last of Judah, Go not into Egypt: be certain that I
have givenwitness to you this day. 20For you have been actingwith deceit in
your hearts; for you sent me to the Lord your God, saying, Make prayer for
us to the Lord our God, and give us word of everything he may say, and we
will do it. 21And this day I havemade it clear to you, and you have not given
ear to the voice of the Lord your God in anything forwhich he has sentme to
you. 22And now be certain that you will come to your end by the sword and
by being short of food and by disease, in the place to which you are pleased
to go for a living-place.

43
1And it came about that when Jeremiah had come to the end of giving all

the people the words of the Lord their God, which the Lord their God had
sent him to say to them, even all these words, 2 Then Azariah, the son of
Hoshaiah, and Johanan, the son of Kareah, and all the men of pride, said
to Jeremiah, You have said what is false: the Lord our God has not sent you
to say, You are not to go into the land of Egypt and make your living-place
there: 3 But Baruch, the son of Neriah, is moving you against us, to give us
up into the hands of the Chaldaeans so that they may put us to death, and
take us away prisoners into Babylon. 4So Johanan, the son of Kareah, and all
the captains of the forces, and all the people, did not give ear to the order of
the Lord that they were to go on living in the land of Judah. 5 But Johanan,
the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces took all the rest of Judah
who had come back into the land of Judah from all the nations where they
had been forced to go; 6 The men and the women and the children and the
king's daughters, and every person whom Nebuzaradan, the captain of the
armed men, had put under the care of Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the son
of Shaphan, and Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch, the son of Neriah; 7And
they came into the land of Egypt; for they did not give ear to the voice of the
Lord: and they came to Tahpanhes. 8 Then the word of the Lord came to
Jeremiah in Tahpanhes, saying, 9 Take in your hand some great stones, and
put them in a safe place in the paste in the brickworkwhich is at theway into
Pharaoh's house in Tahpanhes, before the eyes of the men of Judah; 10And
say to them, This is what the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: See,
I will send and take Nebuchadrezzar, the king of Babylon, my servant, and
he will put the seat of his kingdom on these stones which have been put in
a safe place here by you; and his tent will be stretched over them. 11 And
he will come and overcome the land of Egypt; those who are for death will
be put to death, those who are to be prisoners will be made prisoners, and
those who are for the sword will be given to the sword. 12And he will put a
fire in the houses of the gods of Egypt; and they will be burned by him: and
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he will make Egypt clean as a keeper of sheep makes clean his clothing; and
hewill go out from there inpeace. 13And the stonepillars of Beth-shemesh in
the land of Egypt will be broken by him, and the houses of the gods of Egypt
burned with fire.

44
1The word which came to Jeremiah about all the Jews who were living in

the landofEgypt, inMigdol andatTahpanhesandatNophand in the country
of Pathros, saying, 2The Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: You have
seenall the evilwhich I have sent on Jerusalemandonall the townsof Judah;
and now, this day they are waste and unpeopled; 3Because of the evil which
they have done, moving me to wrath by burning perfumes in worship to
other gods, who were not their gods or yours or the gods of their fathers.
4And I sent allmy servants the prophets to you, getting up early and sending
them, saying, Do not do this disgusting thingwhich is hated byme. 5But they
gave no attention, and their ears were not open so that theymight be turned
from their evil-doing and from burning perfume to other gods. 6Because of
this, my passion andmywrathwere let loose, burning in the towns of Judah
and in the streets of Jerusalem; and they are waste and unpeopled as at this
day. 7Sonow, theLord, theGodof armies, theGodof Israel, has said,Whyare
you doing this great evil against yourselves, causing everyman andwoman,
little child and baby at the breast among you in Judah to be cut off till not one
is still living; 8Moving me to wrath with the work of your hands, burning
perfumes to other gods in the land of Egypt, where you have gone to make a
place for yourselves, so that you may become a curse and a name of shame
among all the nations of the earth? 9Have you no memory of the evil-doing
of your fathers, and the evil-doing of the kings of Judah, and the evil-doing of
theirwives, and the evilwhich you yourselves have done, and the evilwhich
your wives have done, in the land of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem?
10 Even to this day their hearts are not broken, and they have no fear, and
have not gone in the way of my law or of my rules which I gave to you and
to your fathers. 11 So this is what the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has
said: See, my face will be turned against you for evil, for the cutting off of all
Judah; 12 And I will take the last of Judah, whose minds are fixed on going
into the land of Egypt and stopping there, and theywill all come to their end,
falling in the land of Egypt by the sword and by being short of food and by
disease; deathwill overtake them, from the least to the greatest, death by the
sword and by need of food: they will become an oath and a cause of wonder
and a curse and a name of shame. 13 For I will send punishment on those
who are living in the land of Egypt, as I have sent punishment on Jerusalem,
by the sword and by need of food and by disease: 14 So that not one of the
rest of Judah, who have gone into the land of Egypt and are living there, will
get away or keep his life, to come back to the land of Judah where they are
hoping to comebackandbe living again: fornot onewill comeback, but only
those who are able to get away. 15Then all themenwho had knowledge that
their wives were burning perfumes to other gods, and all the women who
were present, a great meeting, answering Jeremiah, said, 16As for the word
which youhave said to us in thenameof theLord,wewill not give ear to you.
17 But we will certainly do every word which has gone out of our mouths,
burningperfumes to thequeenofheavenanddrainingout drinkofferings to
her as we did, we and our fathers and our kings and our rulers, in the towns
of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem: for then we had food enough and
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did well and saw no evil. 18 But from the time when we gave up burning
perfumes to the queen of heaven and draining out drink offerings to her, we
have been in need of all things, and have been wasted by the sword and by
needof food. 19And thewomensaid,Whenwewereburningperfumes to the
queen of heaven and draining out drink offerings to her, did wemake cakes
in her image and give her our drink offerings without the knowledge of our
husbands? 20 Then Jeremiah said to all the people, to the men and women
and all the people who had given him that answer, 21 The perfumes which
you have been burning in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem,
you and your fathers and your kings and your rulers and the people of the
land, had the Lord no memory of them, and did he not keep them in mind?
22 And the Lord was no longer able to put up with the evil of your doings
and the disgusting things you did; and because of this your land has become
a waste and a cause of wonder and a curse, with no one living in it, as at
this day. 23 Because you have been burning perfumes, and sinning against
the Lord, and have not given ear to the voice of the Lord, or gone in the
way of his law or his rules or his orders; for this reason this evil has come
on you, as it is today. 24 Further, Jeremiah said to all the people and all the
women, Give ear to the word of the Lord, all those of Judah who are living
in Egypt: 25 This is what the Lord of armies, the God of Israel, has said: You
women have said with your mouths, and with your hands you have done
what you said, We will certainly give effect to the oaths we have made, to
have perfumes burned to the queen of heaven and drink offerings drained
out to her: then give effect to your oaths and do them. 26And now give ear
to the word of the Lord, all you of Judah who are living in the land of Egypt:
Truly, I have taken an oath by my great name, says the Lord, that my name
is no longer to be named in the mouth of any man of Judah in all the land of
Egypt, saying, By the life of the Lord God. 27 See, I am watching over them
for evil and not for good: all the men of Judah who are in the land of Egypt
will be wasted by the sword and by need of food till there is an end of them.
28And thosewho get away safe from the swordwill come back from the land
of Egypt to the land of Judah, a very small number; and all the rest of Judah,
who have gone into the land of Egypt and are living there, will see whose
word has effect, mine or theirs. 29And this will be the sign to you, says the
Lord, that I will give you punishment in this place, so that you may see that
mywordswill certainly have effect against you for evil: 30The Lord has said,
See, Iwill giveupPharaohHophra, king of Egypt, into thehands of thosewho
are fighting against him and desiring to take his life, as I gave Zedekiah, king
of Judah, into the hands of Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, his hater, who
had designs against his life.

45
1Thewordswhich Jeremiah the prophet said to Baruch, the son of Neriah,

when he put thesewords down in a book from themouth of Jeremiah, in the
fourth year of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah; he said, 2 This is
what the Lord, theGodof Israel, has said of you, OBaruch: 3You said, Sorrow
is mine! for the Lord has givenme sorrow in addition to my pain; I am tired
with the sound of my sorrow, and I get no rest. 4 This is what you are to say
to him: The Lord has said, Truly, the building which I put up will be broken
down, and that which was planted bymewill be uprooted, and this through
all the land; 5And as for you, are you looking for great things for yourself?
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Have no desire for them: for truly I will send evil on all flesh, says the Lord:
but your life I will keep safe from attack wherever you go.

46
1 The word of the Lord which came to Jeremiah the prophet about the

nations. 2Of Egypt: about the army of Pharaoh-neco, king of Egypt, which
was by the river Euphrates in Carchemish, which Nebuchadrezzar, king of
Babylon, overcame in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king
of Judah. 3 Get out the breastplate and body-cover, and come together to
the fight. 4 Make the horses ready, and get up, you horsemen, and take
your places with your head-dresses; make the spears sharp and put on the
breastplates. 5What have I seen? they are overcome with fear and turned
back; their men of war are broken and have gone in flight, not looking back:
fear is on every side, says the Lord. 6 Let not the quick-footed go in flight,
or the man of war get away; on the north, by the river Euphrates, they are
slipping and falling. 7Who is this coming up like the Nile, whose waters are
lifting their heads like the rivers? 8Egypt is coming up like the Nile, and his
watersare lifting theirheads like therivers, andhesays, Iwill goup, covering
the earth; I will send destruction on the town and its people. 9 Go up, you
horses; go rushingon, youcarriagesofwar; goout, youmenofwar: Cushand
Put, gripping the body-cover, and the Ludim, with bent bows. 10But that day
is the day of the Lord, the Lord of armies, a day of punishment when he will
takepayment fromhishaters: and the swordwill haveall its desire, drinking
their blood in full measure: for there is an offering to the Lord, the Lord of
armies, in the north country by the river Euphrates. 11Go up to Gilead and
take sweet oil, O virgin daughter of Egypt: there is nohelp in all yourmedical
arts; nothing will make you well. 12 Your shame has come to the ears of the
nations, and the earth is full of your cry: for the strongman is falling against
the strong, they have come down together. 13The word which the Lord said
to Jeremiah the prophet, of how Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, would
come andmakewar on the land of Egypt. 14Give the news inMigdol, make it
public in Noph: say, Take up your positions and make yourselves ready; for
on every side of you the sword has made destruction. 15Why has Apis, your
strongone, gone inflight? hewasnot able to keephis place, because theLord
was forcinghimdownwith strength. 16 ... are stopped in their going, they are
falling; and they sayone toanother, Letus getupandgoback toourpeople, to
the land of our birth, away from the cruel sword. 17Give a name to Pharaoh,
king of Egypt: A noise who has let the time go by. 18Bymy life, says the King,
whose name is the Lord of armies, truly, like Tabor among the mountains
and like Carmel by the sea, so will he come. 19 O daughter living in Egypt,
make ready the vessels of a prisoner: forNophwill becomeawaste, itwill be
burned up and become unpeopled. 20Egypt is a fair young cow; but a biting
insect has come on her out of the north. 21And those who were her fighters
for payment are like fat oxen; for they are turned back, they have gone in
flight together, they donot keep their place: for the day of their fate has come
on them, the time of their punishment. 22 She makes a sound like the hiss of
a snakewhen they come onwith strength; they go against herwith axes, like
wood-cutters. 23 They will be cutting down her woods, for they may not be
searched out; because they are like locusts, more than may be numbered.
24 The daughter of Egypt will be put to shame; she will be given up into the
hands of the people of the north. 25 The Lord of armies, the God of Israel,
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has said: See, I will send punishment on Amon of No and on Pharaoh and on
those who put their faith in him; 26And I will give them up into the hands of
those who will take their lives, and into the hands of Nebuchadrezzar, king
of Babylon, and into the hands of his servants: and later, it will be peopled
as in the past, says the Lord. 27But have no fear, O Jacob, my servant, and do
not be troubled, O Israel: for see, I will make you come back from far away,
and your seed from the land where they are prisoners; and Jacob will come
back, andwill be quiet and in peace, and no onewill give him cause for fear.
28Have no fear, O Jacob, my servant, says the Lord; for I am with you: for I
will put an end to all the nations where I have sent you, but I will not put an
end to you completely: thoughwithwise purpose Iwill put right your errors,
and will not let you go quite without punishment.

47
1 The word of the Lord which came to Jeremiah the prophet about the

Philistines, before Pharaoh's attack onGaza. 2This is what the Lord has said:
See, waters are coming up out of the north, and will become an overflowing
stream, overflowing the land and everything in it, the town and those who
are living in it; and men will give a cry, and all the people of the land will be
crying out in pain. 3At the noise of the stamping of the feet of hiswar-horses,
at the rushing of his carriages and the thunder of hiswheels, fatherswill give
no thought to their children, because their hands are feeble; 4Because of the
day which is coming with destruction on all the Philistines, cutting off from
Tyre andZidon the last of their helpers: for the Lordwill senddestruction on
the Philistines, the rest of the sea-land of Caphtor. 5 The hair is cut off from
the head of Gaza; Ashkelon has come to nothing; the last of the Anakim are
deeply wounding themselves. 6O sword of the Lord, how longwill you have
no rest? put yourself back into your cover; be at peace, be quiet. 7How is it
possible for it to be quiet, seeing that the Lord has given it orders? against
Ashkelon and against the sea-land he has given it directions.

48
1OfMoab. The Lord of armies, theGod of Israel, has said: SorrowonNebo,

for it has been made waste; Kiriathaim has been put to shame and is taken:
the strong place is put to shame and broken down. 2The praise of Moab has
come to an end; as for Heshbon, evil has been designed against her; come,
let us put an end to her as a nation. But yourmouthwill be shut, OMadmen;
the sword will go after you. 3 There is the sound of crying from Horonaim,
wasting andgreat destruction; 4Moab is broken; her cryhas goneout to Zoar.
5 For by the slope of Luhith they will go up, weeping all the way; for on the
way down to Horonaim the cry of destruction has come to their ears. 6 Go
in flight, get away with your lives, and let your faces be turned to Aroer in
the Arabah. 7For because you have put your faith in your strong places, you,
even you, will be taken: and Chemosh will go out as a prisoner, his priests
and his rulers together. 8And the attacker will come against every town, not
onewill be safe; and thevalleywill bemadewaste, anddestructionwill come
to the lowland, as the Lord has said. 9 Put up a pillar for Moab, for she will
come to a complete end: andher townswill becomeawaste, without anyone
living in them. 10Let himbe cursedwhodoes theLord'sworkhalf-heartedly;
let him be cursed who keeps back his sword from blood. 11From his earliest
days, Moab has been living in comfort; likewine long stored he has not been
drained from vessel to vessel, he has never gone away as a prisoner: so his
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taste is still in him, his smell is unchanged. 12 So truly, the days are coming,
says the Lord, when I will send to him men who will have him turned over
till there is nomorewine inhis vessels, andhiswine-skinswill be completely
broken. 13AndMoabwill be shamed on account of Chemosh, as the children
of Israel were shamed on account of Beth-el their hope. 14How say you, We
are men of war and strong fighters? 15He whomakes Moab waste has gone
upagainst her; and thebest of her youngmenhavegonedown to their death,
says the King, whose name is the Lord of armies. 16The fate of Moab is near,
and trouble is coming on him very quickly. 17All you who are round about
him, give signs of grief for him, and all youwhohave knowledge of his name,
say, How is the strong rod broken, even the beautiful branch! 18Come down
from your glory, O people of Dibon, and take your seat in the place of the
waste; for the attacker ofMoabhas gone up against you, sending destruction
on your strong places. 19O daughter of Aroer, take your station by the way,
on the watch: questioning him who is in flight, and her who has got away
safe, say,What has beendone? 20Moabhas beenput to shame, she is broken:
make loud sounds of grief, crying out for help; give the news in Arnon, that
Moab has been made waste. 21And punishment has come on the lowlands;
on Holon and Jahzah, and onMephaath, 22And on Dibon, and on Nebo, and
on Beth-diblathaim, 23And on Kiriathaim, and on Beth-gamul, and on Beth-
meon, 24And on Kerioth, and on Bozrah, and on all the towns of the land of
Moab, far andnear. 25ThehornofMoab is cut off, andhis arm is broken, says
the Lord. 26Makehim full ofwine, for his heart has been lifted up against the
Lord: andMoabwill be rolling in the food hewas not able to keep down, and
everyonewill bemaking sport of him. 27Fordidyounotmake sport of Israel?
was he taken among thieves? forwhenever youwere talking about him, you
were shaking your head over him. 28 O people of Moab, go away from the
townsand takecover in the rock; be like thedoveof theArabah,whichmakes
her living-place in holes. 29We have had word of the pride of Moab, how
great it is; how he is lifted up in pride; and his great opinion of himself, and
that his heart is liftedup. 30 I haveknowledge of hiswrath, says theLord, that
it is nothing; his high-sounding words have done nothing. 31 For this cause
I will give cries of grief for Moab, crying out for Moab, even for all of it; I
will be sorrowing for the men of Kir-heres. 32Myweeping for you, O vine of
Sibmah, will be more than the weeping of Jazer: your branches have gone
over the sea, stretching even to Jazer: destruction has come down on your
summer fruits and your cut grapes. 33All joy is gone; no longer are they glad
for the fertile field and for the land of Moab; I have made the wine come to
an end from the crushing vessels: no longer will the grapes be crushed with
the sound of glad voices. 34 The cry of Heshbon comes even to Elealeh; to
Jahaz their voice is sounding; from Zoar even to Horonaim and to Eglath-
shelishiyah: for the waters of Nimrim will become dry. 35 And I will put
an end in Moab, says the Lord, to him who is making offerings in the high
place and burning perfumes to his gods. 36Somyheart is sounding forMoab
like the sound of pipes, and my heart is sounding like pipes for the men of
Kir-heres: for the wealth he has got for himself has come to an end. 37 For
everywhere the hair of the head and the hair of the face is cut off: on every
hand there arewounds, andhaircloth on everybody. 38Onall thehouse-tops
of Moab and in its streets there is weeping everywhere; for Moab has been
broken like a vessel in which there is no pleasure, says the Lord. 39How is
it broken down! how is Moab's back turned in shame! so Moab will be a



Jeremiah 48:40 780 Jeremiah 49:14

cause of sport and of fear to everyone round about him. 40 For the Lord has
said, See, hewill come like an eagle in flight, stretching out his wings against
Moab. 41 Kerioth is taken, and the strong places have been forced, and the
hearts of Moab's men of war in that day will be like the heart of a woman
in birth-pains. 42And Moab will come to an end as a people, because he has
been lifting himself up against the Lord. 43 Fear and death and the net have
come on you, O people of Moab, says the Lord. 44He who goes in flight from
the fear will be overtaken by death; and he who gets free from death will be
taken in the net: for I will make this come on Moab, even the year of their
punishment, says the Lord. 45 Those who went in flight from the fear are
waiting under the shade of Heshbon: for a fire has gone out from Heshbon
and a flame from the house of Sihon, burning up the pride of Moab and the
crownof the head of the violent ones. 46Sorrow is yours, OMoab! the people
of Chemosh are overcome: for your sons have been taken away as prisoners,
and your daughters made servants. 47But still, I will let the fate of Moab be
changed in the last days, says the Lord.

49
1 About the children of Ammon. These are the words of the Lord: Has

Israel no sons? has he no one to take the heritage? why then has Milcom
taken Gad for himself, putting his people in its towns? 2Because of this, see,
the days are coming when I will have a cry of war sounded against Rabbah,
the town of the children of Ammon; it will become a waste of broken walls,
and her daughter-towns will be burned with fire: then Israel will take the
heritage of thosewho tookhis heritage, says theLord. 3Make sounds of grief,
O Heshbon, for Ai is wasted; give loud cries, O daughters of Rabbah, and put
haircloth round you: give yourselves to weeping, running here and there
and wounding yourselves; for Milcom will be taken prisoner together with
his rulers and his priests. 4Why are you lifted up in pride on account of your
valleys, your flowing valley, O daughter ever turning away? who puts her
faith in her wealth, saying, Whowill come against me? 5See, I will send fear
on you, says the Lord, the Lord of armies, from those who are round you on
every side; you will be forced out, every man straight before him, and there
will be no one to get together thewanderers. 6But after these things, Iwill let
the fate of the children of Ammon be changed, says the Lord. 7About Edom.
This iswhat the Lord of armies has said. Is there nomorewisdom in Teman?
have wise suggestions come to an end among men of good sense? has their
wisdom completely gone? 8Go in flight, go back, take cover in deep places,
youwhoare living inDedan; for Iwill send the fate of Edomonhim, even the
time of his punishment. 9 If men came to get your grapes, would they not let
some be uncut on the vines? if thieves came by night, would they not make
waste till they had enough? 10 I have had Esau searched out, uncovering his
secret places, so that he may not keep himself covered: his seed is wasted
and has come to an end, and there is no help from his neighbours. 11 Put in
my care your children who have no father, and I will keep them safe; and
let your widows put their faith in me. 12 For the Lord has said, Those for
whom the cup was not made ready will certainly be forced to take of it; and
are you to gowithout punishment? youwill not bewithout punishment, but
will certainly be forced to take from the cup. 13 For I have taken an oath by
myself, says the Lord, that Bozrah will become a cause of wonder, a name of
shame, a waste and a curse; and all its towns will be waste places for ever.
14Word has come to me from the Lord, and a representative has been sent
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to the nations, to say, Come together and go up against her, and take your
places for the fight. 15 For see, I have made you small among the nations,
looked down on bymen. 16 ... the pride of your heart has been a false hope, O
youwho are living in the cracks of the rock, keeping your place on the top of
thehill: even if youmadeyour living-place ashighas the eagle, Iwouldmake
you come down, says the Lord. 17And Edomwill become a cause of wonder:
everyone who goes by will be overcome with wonder, and make sounds of
fear at all her punishments. 18As at the downfall of Sodom and Gomorrah
and their neighbouring towns, says the Lord, no man will be living in it,
no son of man will have a resting-place there. 19 See, he will come up like
a lion from the thick growth of Jordan against the resting-place of Teman:
but I will suddenly make him go in flight from her; and I will put over her
the man of my selection: for who is like me? and who will put forward his
cause against me? and what keeper of sheep will be able to keep his place
before me? 20 For this cause give ear to the decision of the Lord which he
has made against Edom, and to his purposes designed against the people of
Teman: Truly, they will be pulled away by the smallest of the flock; truly, he
willmakewaste their fieldswith them. 21The earth is shakingwith the noise
of their fall; their cry is sounding in the Red Sea. 22 See, he will come up like
an eagle in flight, stretching out his wings against Bozrah: and the hearts of
Edom's men of war on that day will be like the heart of a woman in birth-
pains. 23About Damascus. Hamath is put to shame, and Arpad; for the word
of evil has come to their ears, their heart in its fear is turned to water, it will
not be quiet. 24Damascus has become feeble, she is turned to flight, fear has
taken her in its grip: pain and sorrows have come on her, as on a woman in
birth-pains. 25Howhas the townof praise beenwasted, the place of joy! 26So
her young men will be falling in her streets, and all the men of war will be
cut off in that day, says the Lord of armies. 27And Iwill have a fire lighted on
the wall of Damascus, burning up the great houses of Ben-hadad. 28 About
Kedar and the kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon,
overcame. This iswhat the Lord has said: Up! go against Kedar, andmake an
attackon the childrenof theeast. 29Their tents and theirflocks theywill take;
they will take away for themselves their curtains and all their vessels and
their camels: they will give a cry to them, Fear on every side. 30Go in flight,
go wandering far off, take cover in deep places, O people of Hazor, says the
Lord; for Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, has made a design against you,
he has a purpose against you in mind. 31 Up! go against a nation which is
living in comfort andwithout fear of danger, says the Lord, without doors or
locks, living by themselves. 32And their camels will be taken from them by
force, and their great herdswill come into the hands of their attackers: those
who have the ends of their hair cut I will send in flight to all the winds; and I
will send their fate on them fromevery side, says the Lord. 33AndHazorwill
be a hole for jackals, awaste for ever: no onewill be living in it, andno son of
man will have a resting-place there. 34 The word of the Lord which came to
Jeremiah theprophetaboutElam,whenZedekiahfirstbecamekingof Judah,
saying, 35 This is what the Lord of armies has said: See, I will have the bow
of Elam, their chief strength, broken. 36And I will send on Elam four winds
from the four quarters of heaven, driving them out to all those winds; there
will be no nation into which the wanderers from Elam do not come. 37And I
will let Elambebrokenbefore their haters, andbefore thosewhoaremaking
designs against their lives: I will send evil on them, evenmy burning wrath,
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says the Lord; and I will send the sword after them till I have put an end to
them: 38 I will put the seat ofmy power in Elam, and in Elam Iwill put an end
to kings and rulers, says the Lord. 39 But it will come about that, in the last
days, I will let the fate of Elam be changed, says the Lord.

50
1 The word which the Lord said about Babylon, about the land of the

Chaldaeans, by Jeremiah the prophet. 2Give it out among the nations, make
it public, and let the flag be lifted up; give the word and keep nothing back;
say, Babylon is taken, Bel is put to shame,Merodach isbroken, her imagesare
put to shame, her gods are broken. 3 For out of the north a nation is coming
up against her, which will make her land waste and unpeopled: they are in
flight,manandbeast are gone. 4 In those days and in that time, says the Lord,
the children of Israel will come, they and the children of Judah together;
they will go on their way weeping andmaking prayer to the Lord their God.
5Theywill bequestioningabout theway toZion,with their faces turned in its
direction, saying, Come, and be united to the Lord in an eternal agreement
whichwill be kept inmind for ever. 6Mypeople havebeenwandering sheep:
their keepers havemade them go out of the right way, turning them loose on
themountains: they have gone frommountain to hill, having nomemory of
their resting-place. 7They have been attacked by all those who came across
them: and their attackers said, We are doing no wrong, because they have
done evil against the Lord in whom is righteousness, against the Lord, the
hope of their fathers. 8Go in flight out of Babylon, go out of the land of the
Chaldaeans, andbe likehe-goats before theflocks. 9For see, I ammoving and
sending up against Babylon a band of great nations from the north country:
and they will put their armies in position against her; and from there she
will be taken: their arrows will be like those of an expert man of war; not
one will come back without getting its mark. 10And the wealth of Chaldaea
will come into the hands of her attackers: all those who take her wealth will
have enough, says the Lord. 11Because you are glad, because you are lifted
up with pride, you wasters of my heritage, because you are playing like a
young cow put out to grass, and youmake a noise like strong horses; 12Your
motherwill be put to shame; shewho gave youbirthwill be looked downon:
see, she will be the last of the nations, a waste place, a dry and unwatered
land. 13Because of thewrath of the Lord no onewill be living in it, and it will
be quite unpeopled: everyone who goes by Babylon will be overcome with
wonder, andmake sounds of fear at all her punishments. 14Put your armies
in position against Babylon on every side, all you bowmen; let loose your
arrows at her, not keeping any back: for she has done evil against the Lord.
15 Give a loud cry against her on every side; she has given herself up, her
supports are overturned, her walls are broken down: for it is the payment
taken by the Lord; give her payment; as she has done, so do to her. 16 Let
the planter of seed be cut off from Babylon, and everyone using the curved
blade at the time of the grain-cutting: for fear of the cruel sword, everyone
will be turned to his people, everyone will go in flight to his land. 17 Israel
is a wandering sheep; the lions have been driving him away: first he was
attacked by the king of Assyria, and now his bones have been broken by
Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon. 18 So this is what the Lord of armies, the
God of Israel, has said: See, I will send punishment on the king of Babylon
and on his land, as I have given punishment to the king of Assyria. 19 And
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I will make Israel come back to his resting-place, and he will get his food
on Carmel and Bashan, and have his desire in full measure on the hills of
Ephraim and inGilead. 20 In those days and in that time, says the Lord, when
the evil-doing of Israel is looked for, there will be nothing; and in Judah
no sins will be seen: for I will have forgiveness for those whom I will keep
safe. 21Go up against the land of Merathaim, even against it, and against the
people of Pekod; put them to death and send destruction after them, says the
Lord, and do everything I have given you orders to do. 22 There is a sound
of war in the land and of great destruction. 23How is the hammer of all the
earth cut in two and broken! how has Babylon become a waste among the
nations! 24 I have put a net for you, and you have been taken, O Babylon,
without your knowledge: you have been uncovered and taken because you
were fighting against the Lord. 25 From his store-house the Lord has taken
the instruments of his wrath: for the Lord, the Lord of armies, has a work to
do in the land of the Chaldaeans. 26Come up against her one and all, let her
store-houses be broken open: make her into amass of stones, give her to the
curse, till there is nothing of her to be seen. 27Put all her oxen to the sword;
let them go down to death: sorrow is theirs, for their day has come, the time
of their punishment. 28 The voice of those who are in flight, who have got
away safe from the landof Babylon, to givenews in Zionof punishment from
the Lord our God, even payment for his Temple. 29 Send for the archers to
come together against Babylon, all the bowmen; put up your tents against
her on every side; let no one get away: give her the reward of her work; as
shehas done, so do toher: for shehas beenuplifted inpride against theLord,
against theHoly One of Israel. 30For this cause her youngmenwill be falling
in her streets, and all hermen ofwarwill be cut off in that day, says the Lord.
31 See, I am against you, O pride, says the Lord, the Lord of armies, for your
day has come, the time when I will send punishment on you. 32 And pride
will gowith uncertain steps and have a fall, and therewill be no one to come
to his help: and I will put a fire in his towns, burning up everything round
about him. 33This is what the Lord of armies has said: The children of Israel
and the children of Judah are crushed down together: all those who took
them prisoner keep them in a tight grip; they will not let them go. 34 Their
saviour is strong; the Lord of armies is his name: he will certainly take up
their cause, so that hemay give rest to the earth and trouble to the people of
Babylon. 35A sword is on the Chaldaeans, says the Lord, and on the people
of Babylon, and on her rulers and on herwisemen. 36A sword is on themen
of pride, and they will become foolish: a sword is on her men of war, and
they will be broken. 37 A sword is on all the mixed people in her, and they
will become like women: a sword is on her store-houses, and they will be
taken by her attackers. 38A sword is on herwaters, drying themup; for it is a
land of images, and theirminds are fixed on false gods. 39For this reason the
beasts of the waste land with the wolves will make their holes there and the
ostriches will be living in it: never again will men be living there, it will be
unpeopled fromgeneration to generation. 40Aswhen SodomandGomorrah
and their neighbouring towns were overturned by God, says the Lord, so no
man will be living in it, and no son of man will have a resting-place there.
41 See, a people is coming from the north; a great nation and a number of
kings will be put in motion from the inmost parts of the earth. 42Bows and
spears are in their hands; they are cruel and have no mercy; their voice is
like the thunder of the sea, and they go on horses; everyone in his place like
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men going to the fight, against you, O daughter of Babylon. 43 The king of
Babylon has had news of them, and his hands have become feeble: trouble
has come on him and pain like the pain of a woman in childbirth. 44 See, he
will come up like a lion from the thick growth of Jordan against the resting-
place of Teman: but I will suddenly make them go in flight from her; and
I will put over her the man of my selection: for who is like me? and who
will put forward his cause against me? and what keeper of sheep will keep
his place before me? 45 So give ear to the decision of the Lord which he has
made against Babylon, and to his purposes designed against the land of the
Chaldaeans; Truly, theywill be pulled awayby the smallest of theflock; truly,
hewill makewaste their fieldswith them. 46At the cry, Babylon is taken! the
earth is shaking, and the cry comes to the ears of the nations.

51
1The Lord has said: See, I willmake awind of destruction come up against

Babylon and against those who are living in Chaldaea; 2And I will sendmen
to Babylon to make her clean and get her land cleared: for in the day of
trouble they will put up their tents against her on every side. 3Against her
the bowof the archer is bent, andheputs onhis coat ofmetal: havenomercy
on her young men, give all her army up to the curse. 4And the dead will be
stretched out in the land of the Chaldaeans, and the wounded in her streets.
5For Israel hasnot been givenup, or Judah, byhisGod, by theLordof armies;
for their land is full of sin against the Holy One of Israel. 6Go in flight out of
Babylon, so that every man may keep his life; do not be cut off in her evil-
doing: for it is the timeof theLord's punishment; hewill giveherher reward.
7 Babylon has been a gold cup in the hand of the Lord, which has made all
the earth overcome with wine: the nations have taken of her wine, and for
this cause the nations have gone off their heads. 8 Sudden is the downfall
of Babylon and her destruction: make cries of grief for her; take sweet oil
for her pain, if it is possible for her to be made well. 9Wewould have made
Babylon well, but she is not made well: give her up, and let us go everyone
to his country: for her punishment is stretching up to heaven, and lifted up
even to the skies. 10 The Lord has made clear our righteousness: come, and
let us give an account in Zion of thework of the Lord our God. 11Make bright
the arrows; take up the body-covers: the Lord has been moving the spirit of
the king of the Medes; because his design against Babylon is its destruction:
for it is the punishment from the Lord, the payment for his Temple. 12Let the
flag be lifted up against thewalls of Babylon, make thewatch strong, put the
watchmen in their places, make ready a surprise attack: for it is the Lord's
purpose, and he has donewhat he said about the people of Babylon. 13Oyou
whose living-place is by thewidewaters, whose stores are great, your end is
come, your evil profit is ended. 14 The Lord of armies has taken an oath by
himself, saying, Truly, Iwillmakeyou fullwithmenaswith locusts, and their
voices will be loud against you. 15He has made the earth by his power, he
hasmade theworld strong in its place by his wisdom, and by his wise design
the heavens have been stretched out: 16At the sound of his voice there is a
massing of the waters in the heavens, and he makes the mists go up from
the ends of the earth; he makes the thunder-flames for the rain and sends
out the wind from his store-houses. 17Then every man becomes like a beast
without knowledge; every gold-worker is put to shame by the image he has
made: for his metal image is deceit, and there is no breath in them. 18 They
arenothing, aworkoferror: in the timeof theirpunishment, destructionwill
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overtake them. 19The heritage of Jacob is not like these; for the maker of all
things is his heritage: the Lord of armies is his name. 20You are my fighting
axe and my instrument of war: with you the nations will be broken; with
you kingdoms will be broken; 21With you the horse and the horseman will
be broken; with you the war-carriage and he who goes in it will be broken;
22With you man and woman will be broken; with you the old man and the
boy will be broken; with you the young man and the virgin will be broken;
23With you the keeper of sheep with his flock will be broken, and with you
the farmerandhis oxenwill bebroken, andwithyoucaptains andrulerswill
be broken. 24 And I will give to Babylon, and to all the people of Chaldaea,
their reward for all the evil they have done in Zion before your eyes, says
the Lord. 25 See, I am against you, says the Lord, O mountain of destruction,
causing the destruction of all the earth: andmyhandwill be stretchedout on
you, rolling you down from the rocks, and making you a burned mountain.
26And theywill not take fromyoua stone for the angle of awall or the base of
a building; but you will be a waste place for ever, says the Lord. 27Let a flag
be lifted up in the land, let the horn be sounded among the nations,make the
nations ready against her; get the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz
together against her, make ready a scribe against her; let the horses come up
against her like massed locusts. 28Make the nations ready for war against
her, the king of theMedes and his rulers and all his captains, and all the land
under his rule. 29And the land is shaking and in pain: for the purposes of the
Lord arefixed, tomake the land of Babylon anunpeopledwaste. 30Babylon's
menofwarhavekeptback fromthefight,waiting in their strongplaces; their
strength has given way, they have become like women: her houses have
been put on fire, her locks are broken. 31One man, running, will give word
to another, and one who goes with news will be handing it on to another, to
give word to the king of Babylon that his town has been taken from every
quarter: 32 And the ways across the river have been taken, and the water-
holes ... burned with fire, and the men of war are in the grip of fear. 33 For
these are the words of the Lord of armies, the God of Israel: The daughter
of Babylon is like a grain-floor when it is stamped down; before long, the
time of her grain-cutting will come. 34Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, has
made a meal of me, violently crushing me, he has made me a vessel with
nothing in it, he has taken me in his mouth like a dragon, he has made his
stomach full with my delicate flesh, crushing me with his teeth. 35May the
violent things done to me, andmy downfall, come on Babylon, the daughter
of Zion will say; and, Maymy blood be on the people of Chaldaea, Jerusalem
will say. 36 For this reason the Lord has said: See, I will give support to your
cause, and take payment for what you have undergone; I will make her sea
dry, and her fountain without water. 37And Babylon will become a mass of
broken walls, a hole for jackals, a cause of wonder and surprise, without a
living man in it. 38 They will be crying out together like lions, their voices
will be like the voices of young lions. 39When they are heated, I will make
a feast for them, and overcome them with wine, so that they may become
unconscious, sleeping an eternal sleep without awaking, says the Lord. 40 I
will make them go down to death like lambs, like he-goats together. 41How
is Babylon taken! and the praise of all the earth surprised! how has Babylon
become a cause of wonder among the nations! 42 The sea has come up over
Babylon; she is coveredwith themassof itswaves. 43Her townshavebecome
a waste, a dry and unwatered land, where no man has his living-place and
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no son of man goes by. 44And I will send punishment on Bel in Babylon, and
take out of hismouthwhatwent into it; no longerwill the nations be flowing
together to him: truly, the wall of Babylon will come down. 45My people,
go out from her, and let every man get away safe from the burning wrath
of the Lord. 46 So that your hearts may not become feeble and full of fear
because of the newswhichwill go about in the land; for a storywill go about
one year, and after that in another year another story, and violent acts in the
land, ruler against ruler. 47 For this cause, truly, the days are coming when
I will send punishment on the images of Babylon, and all her land will be
shamed, and her dead will be falling down in her. 48 And the heaven and
the earth and everything in them, will make a song of joy over Babylon: for
those who make her waste will come from the north, says the Lord. 49 As
Babylon had the dead of Israel put to the sword, so in Babylon the dead of all
the landwill be stretched out. 50Youwhohave got away safe from the sword,
go, waiting for nothing; have the Lord in memory when you are far away,
and keep Jerusalem in mind. 51We are shamed because bitter words have
come to our ears; our faces are covered with shame: for men from strange
lands have come into the holy places of the Lord's house. 52 For this reason,
see, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will send punishment on her
images; and through all her land the wounded will be crying out in pain.
53Even if Babylon was lifted up to heaven, even if she had the high places of
her strength shut in with walls, still I would send against her those who will
make her waste, says the Lord. 54 There is the sound of a cry from Babylon,
and of a great destruction from the land of the Chaldaeans: 55For the Lord is
making Babylon waste, and putting an end to the great voice coming out of
her; and her waves are thundering like great waters, their voice is sounding
loud: 56For thewasterhas comeonher, evenonBabylon, andhermenofwar
are taken, theirbowsarebroken: for theLord is a rewardingGod, andhewill
certainly give payment. 57And I will make her chiefs and her wise men, her
rulers andher captains andhermen ofwar, overcomewithwine; their sleep
will be an eternal sleep without awaking, says the King; the Lord of armies
is his name. 58 The Lord of armies has said: The wide walls of Babylon will
be completely uncovered and her high doorways will be burned with fire;
so peoples keep onworking for nothing, and theweariness of nations comes
to an end in the smoke. 59 The order which Jeremiah the prophet gave to
Seraiah, the sonofNeriah, the sonofMahseiah,whenhewentwithZedekiah,
the king of Judah, to Babylon in the fourth year of his rule. Now Seraiahwas
the chief controller of the house. 60And Jeremiah put in a book all the evil
which was to come on Babylon. 61And Jeremiah said to Seraiah, When you
come to Babylon, see that you give themall thesewords; 62And after reading
them, say, O Lord, you have said about this place that it is to be cut off, so
that no one will be living in it, not a man or a beast, but it will be unpeopled
for ever. 63 And it will be that, when you have come to an end of reading
this book, you are to have a stone fixed to it, and have it dropped into the
Euphrates: 64And you are to say, So Babylon will go down, never to be lifted
up again, because of the evil which I will send on her: and weariness will
overcome them. So far, these are the words of Jeremiah.

52
1 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king; he was king

for eleven years in Jerusalem: and his mother's name was Hamutal, the
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daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 2 And he did evil in the eyes of the Lord,
as Jehoiakim had done. 3 And because of the wrath of the Lord this came
about in Jerusalem and Judah, till he had sent them away from before him:
and Zedekiah took up arms against the king of Babylon. 4And in the ninth
year of his rule, on the tenth day of the tenth month, Nebuchadrezzar, king
ofBabylon, cameagainst Jerusalemwithall his armyand tookuphisposition
before it, building earthworks all round it. 5So the townwas shut in by their
forces till the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. 6 In the fourth month, on the
ninth day of the month, the store of food in the town was almost gone, so
that there was no food for the people of the land. 7 Then an opening was
made in the wall of the town, and all the men of war went in flight out of
the town by night through the doorway between the two walls which was
by the king's garden; (now the Chaldaeans were stationed round the town:)
and they went by the way of the Arabah. 8 And the Chaldaean army went
after King Zedekiah and overtook him on the other side of Jericho, and all
his army went in flight from him in every direction. 9 Then they made the
king a prisoner and took him up to the king of Babylon to Riblah in the land
of Hamath to be judged. 10And the king of Babylon put the sons of Zedekiah
to death before his eyes: and he put to death all the rulers of Judah in Riblah.
11 And he put out Zedekiah's eyes; and the king of Babylon, chaining him
in iron bands, took him to Babylon, and put him in prison till the day of
his death. 12Now in the fifth month, on the tenth day of the month, in the
nineteenth year of King Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan,
the captain of the armed men, a servant of the king of Babylon, came into
Jerusalem. 13And he had the house of the Lord and the king's house and all
the houses of Jerusalem, even every great house, burned with fire: 14 And
thewalls round Jerusalemwere broken downby the Chaldaean armywhich
was with the captain. 15 Then Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men,
took away as prisoners the rest of the people whowere still in the town, and
those who had given themselves up to the king of Babylon, and the rest of
the workmen. 16 But Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men, let the
poorest of the land go on living there, to take care of the vines and the fields.
17And the brass pillarswhichwere in the house of the Lord, and thewheeled
bases and the great brasswater-vessel in the house of the Lord, were broken
up by the Chaldaeans, who took all the brass away to Babylon. 18 And the
pots and the spades and the scissors for the lights and the spoons, and all the
brass vessels used in the Lord's house, they took away. 19And the cups and
the fire-trays and the basins and the pots and the supports for the lights and
the spoons and the wide basins; the gold of the gold vessels, and the silver
of the silver vessels, the captain of the armed men took away. 20 The two
pillars, the great water-vessel, and the twelve brass oxen which were under
it, and the tenwheeledbases,whichKing Solomonhadmade for thehouse of
the Lord: the brass of all these vessels was without weight. 21And as for the
pillars, one pillar was eighteen cubits high, and twelve cubits measured all
round, and it was as thick as aman's hand: it was hollow. 22And there was a
crown of brass on it: the crown was five cubits high, circled with a network
and apples all of brass; and the second pillar had the same. 23 There were
ninety-six apples on the outside; the number of apples all round the network
was a hundred. 24And the captain of the armedmen took Seraiah, the chief
priest, and Zephaniah, the second priest, and the three door-keepers; 25And
from the town he took the unsexed servant who was over the men of war,
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and seven of the king's near friends whowere in the town, and the scribe of
the captain of the army, who was responsible for getting the people of the
land together in military order, and sixty men of the people of the land who
were in the town. 26TheseNebuzaradan, the captain of the armedmen, took
with him to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 27 And the king of Babylon put
them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah was taken prisoner
away from his land. 28 These are the people whom Nebuchadrezzar took
away prisoner: in the seventh year, three thousand and twenty-three Jews:
29And in the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar he took away as prisoners
from Jerusalemeight hundred and thirty-twopersons: 30 In the twenty-third
year of Nebuchadrezzar, Nebuzaradan, the captain of the armed men, took
away as prisoners seven hundred and forty-five of the Jews: all the persons
were four thousand and six hundred. 31And in the thirty-seventh year after
Jehoiachin, king of Judah, had been taken prisoner, in the twelfth month,
on the twenty-fifth day of the month, Evil-merodach, king of Babylon, in the
first year after he became king, took Jehoiachin, king of Judah, out of prison.
32And he said kindwords to him and put his seat higher than the seats of the
other kings who were with him in Babylon. 33And his prison clothing was
changed, and he was a guest at the king's table every day for the rest of his
life. 34And for his food, the king gave hima regular amount every day till the
day of his death, for the rest of his life.
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The
Lamentations
of Jeremiah

1 See her seated by herself, the town which was full of people! She who
was great among the nations has become like a widow! She who was a
princess among the countries has comeunder the yoke of forcedwork! 2She
is sorrowing bitterly in the night, and her face is wet with weeping; among
all her lovers she has no comforter: all her friends have been false to her,
they have become her haters. 3 Judah has been taken away as a prisoner
because of trouble and hard work; her living-place is among the nations,
there is no rest for her: all her attackers have overtaken her in a narrow
place. 4Theways of Zion are sad, because no one comes to the holymeeting;
all her doorways are made waste, her priests are breathing out sorrow: her
virgins are troubled, and it is bitter for her. 5Thosewho are against her have
become the head, everything goes well for her haters; for the Lord has sent
sorrow on her because of the great number of her sins: her young children
have gone away as prisoners before the attacker. 6And all her glory has gone
from the daughter of Zion: her rulers have become like harts with no place
for food, and they have gone in flight without strength before the attacker.
7 Jerusalem keeps inmind, in the days of her sorrow and of her wanderings,
all the desired things which were hers in days gone by; when her people
came into the power of her hater and she had no helper, her attackers saw
their desire effected on her andmade sport of her destruction. 8Great is the
sin of Jerusalem; for this cause she has become an unclean thing: all those
who gave her honour are looking down on her, because they have seen her
shame: now truly, breathing out grief, she is turnedback. 9 In her skirtswere
her unclean ways; she gave no thought to her end; and her fall has been a
wonder; she has no comforter: see her sorrow, O Lord; for the attacker is
lifted up. 10The hand of her hater is stretched out over all her desired things;
for she has seen that the nations have come into her holy place, aboutwhom
you gave orders that they were not to come into themeeting of your people.
11 Breathing out grief all her people are looking for bread; they have given
their desired things for food to give them life: see, O Lord, and take note;
for she has become a thing of shame. 12Come tome, all youwho go by! Keep
youreyesonme, and see if there is anypain like thepainofmywound,which
the Lord has sent on me in the day of his burning wrath. 13From on high he
has sent fire into my bones, and it has overcome them: his net is stretched
out for my feet, I am turned back by him; he has made me waste and feeble
all the day. 14 A watch is kept on my sins; they are joined together by his
hand, they have come on to my neck; he has made my strength give way:
the Lord has given me up into the hands of those against whom I have no
power. 15 The Lord has made sport of all my men of war in me, he has got
men together against me to send destruction on my young men: the virgin
daughter of Judah has been crushed like grapes under the feet of the Lord.
16 For these things I am weeping; my eye is streaming with water; because
the comforter who might give me new life is far from me: my children are
madewaste, because thehater is strong. 17Zion'shandsareoutstretched; she
has no comforter; the Lord has given orders to the attackers of Jacob round
about him: Jerusalem has become like an unclean thing among them. 18The
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Lord is upright; for I have gone against his orders: give ear, now, all you
peoples, and see my pain, my virgins and my young men have gone away
as prisoners. 19 I sent for my lovers, but they were false to me: my priests
andmy responsiblemenwere breathing their last breath in the town, while
they were looking for food to give them new life. 20 See, O Lord, for I am in
trouble; the inmost parts ofmybodyaredeeplymoved;myheart is turned in
me; for I have been uncontrolled: outside the children are put to the sword,
and in the house there is death. 21 Give ear to the voice of my grief; I have
no comforter; all my haters have news ofmy troubles, they are glad because
you have done it: let the day of fate come when they will be like me. 22 Let
all their evil-doing come before you; do to them as you have done to me for
all my sins: for loud is the sound of my grief, and the strength of my heart is
gone.

2
1 How has the daughter of Zion been covered with a cloud by the Lord

in his wrath! he has sent down from heaven to earth the glory of Israel,
and has not kept in memory the resting-place of his feet in the day of his
wrath. 2 The Lord has given up to destruction all the living-places of Jacob
without pity; pulling down in his wrath the strong places of the daughter
of Judah, stretching out on the earth the wounded, even her king and her
rulers. 3 In his burning wrath every horn of Israel has been cut off; his right
hand has been turned back before the attacker: he has put a fire in Jacob,
causing destruction round about. 4His bow has been bent for the attack, he
has taken his place with his hand ready, in his hate he has put to death all
who were pleasing to the eye: on the tent of the daughter of Zion he has let
loose his passion like fire. 5 The Lord has become like one fighting against
her, sending destruction on Israel; he has sent destruction on all her great
houses, making waste his strong places: increasing the grief and the sorrow
of the daughter of Judah. 6And he has violently taken away his tent, as from
a garden; he hasmadewaste hismeeting-place: the Lord has taken away the
memory of feast and Sabbath in Zion, and in the passion of his wrath he is
against kingandpriest. 7TheLordhas givenuphis altar andhasbeen turned
in hate from his holy place; he has given up into the hands of the attacker
the walls of her great houses: their voices have been loud in the house of
the Lord as in the day of a holy meeting. 8 It is the Lord's purpose to make
waste the wall of the daughter of Zion; his line has been stretched out, he
has not kept back his hand from destruction: he has sent sorrow on tower
and wall, they have become feeble together. 9 Her doors have gone down
into the earth; he has sent destruction on her locks: her king and her princes
are among the nations where the law is not; even her prophets have had no
vision from the Lord. 10 The responsible men of the daughter of Zion are
seated on the earth without a word; they have put dust on their heads, they
are clothed in haircloth: the heads of the virgins of Jerusalem are bent down
to the earth. 11My eyes are wasted with weeping, the inmost parts of my
body are deeplymoved, my inner parts are drained out on the earth, for the
destruction of the daughter ofmy people; because of the young children and
babies at the breast who are falling without strength in the open squares of
the town. 12They say to their mothers, Where is grain and wine? when they
are falling like the wounded in the open squares of the town, when their life
is drained out on their mother's breast. 13What example am I to give you?
what comparison am I to make for you, O daughter of Jerusalem? what am
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I to make equal to you, so that I may give you comfort, O virgin daughter of
Zion? for your destruction is great like the sea: who is able tomake youwell?
14 The visions which your prophets have seen for you are false and foolish;
they have notmade clear to you your sin so that your fatemight be changed:
but they have seen for you false words, driving you away. 15All who go by
make a noise with their hands at you; theymake hisses, shaking their heads
at the daughter of Jerusalem, and saying, Is this the town which was the
crown of everything beautiful, the joy of all the earth? 16 All your haters
are opening their mouths wide against you; making hisses and whistling
through their teeth, they say, We have made a meal of her: certainly this is
the day we have been looking for; it has come, we have seen it. 17 The Lord
has done that whichwas his purpose; he has put into force the orders which
he gave in the days which are past; pulling down without pity, he has made
your hater glad over you, lifting up the horn of those who were against you.
18 Let your cry go up to the Lord: O wall of the daughter of Zion, let your
weeping be flowing down like a stream day and night; give yourself no rest,
let not your eyes keep back the drops of sorrow. 19Up! give cries in the night,
at the starting of the night-watches; let your heart be flowing out like water
before the face of the Lord, lifting up your hands to him for the life of your
young children who are falling down, feeble for need of food, at the top of
every street. 20 Look! O Lord, see to whom you have done this! Are the
women to take as their food the fruit of their bodies, the children who are
folded in their arms? are the priest and the prophet to be put to death in
the holy place of the Lord? 21 The young men and the old are stretched on
the earth in the streets; my virgins and my young men have been put to the
sword: you have sent death on them in the day of yourwrath, causing death
without pity. 22 As in the day of a holy meeting you have made fears come
round me on every side, and no one got away or was kept safe in the day of
the Lord's wrath: those who were folded in my arms, whom I took care of,
have been sent to their destruction bymy hater.

3
1 I am the man who has seen trouble by the rod of his wrath. 2 By him I

have been made to go in the dark where there is no light. 3 Truly against
me his hand has been turned again and again all the day. 4 My flesh and
my skin have been used up by him and my bones broken. 5He has put up
a wall against me, shutting me in with bitter sorrow. 6 He has kept me in
dark places, like those who have been long dead. 7He has put a wall round
me, so that I amnot able to go out; he hasmade great theweight ofmy chain.
8Evenwhen I sendupacry forhelp, hekeepsmyprayer shutout. 9Hehasput
up a wall of cut stones about my ways, he has made my roads twisted. 10He
is like a bear waiting for me, like a lion in secret places. 11 By him my ways
have been turned on one side and I have been pulled in bits; he hasmademe
waste. 12With his bow bent, he has made me the mark for his arrows. 13He
has let loose his arrows into the inmost parts of my body. 14 I have become
the sport of all the peoples; I am their song all the day. 15He has made my
life nothing but pain, he has given me the bitter root in full measure. 16 By
him my teeth have been broken with crushed stones, and I am bent low in
the dust. 17My soul is sent far away from peace, I have no more memory of
good. 18And I said,My strength is cut off, andmyhope from theLord. 19Keep
inmindmy trouble andmywandering, the bitter root and the poison. 20My
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soul still keeps thememory of them; and is bent down inme. 21This I keep in
mind, and because of this I have hope. 22 It is through the Lord's love that we
have not come to destruction, because hismercies have no limit. 23They are
new every morning; great is your good faith. 24 I said to myself, The Lord is
my heritage; and because of this I will have hope in him. 25The Lord is good
to those who are waiting for him, to the soul which is looking for him. 26 It is
good to go on hoping and quietly waiting for the salvation of the Lord. 27 It is
good for a man to undergo the yoke when he is young. 28 Let him be seated
by himself, saying nothing, because he has put it on him. 29 Let him put his
mouth in the dust, if by chance there may be hope. 30Let his face be turned
to him who gives him blows; let him be full of shame. 31 For the Lord does
not give a man up for ever. 32 For though he sends grief, still he will have
pity in the fullmeasure of his love. 33For he has no pleasure in troubling and
causing grief to the children of men. 34 In aman's crushing under his feet all
the prisoners of the earth, 35 In his turning away the right of a man before
the face of the Most High. 36 In his doing wrong to a man in his cause, the
Lord has no pleasure. 37Who is able to say a thing, and give effect to it, if
it has not been ordered by the Lord? 38Do not evil and good come from the
mouth of theMostHigh? 39What protestmay a livingmanmake, even aman
about the punishment of his sin? 40Let us make search and put our ways to
the test, turning again to the Lord; 41 Lifting up our hearts with our hands
to God in the heavens. 42We have done wrong and gone against your law;
we have not had your forgiveness. 43Covering yourself withwrath you have
gone after us, cutting us off without pity; 44 Covering yourself with a cloud,
so that prayer may not get through. 45You have made us like waste and that
for which there is no use, among the peoples. 46Themouths of all our haters
are openwide against us. 47Fear and deep waters have come on us, wasting
and destruction. 48Rivers of water are running down frommy eyes, for the
destruction of the daughter of my people. 49My eyes are streaming without
stopping, they have no rest, 50Till the Lord's eye is turned onme, till he sees
my trouble from heaven. 51The Lord is unkind tomy soul, more than all the
daughters of my town. 52They who are against me without cause have gone
hard after me as if I was a bird; 53 They have put an end to my life in the
prison, stoningmewith stones. 54Waters were flowing overmy head; I said,
I am cut off. 55 I was making prayer to your name, O Lord, out of the lowest
prison. 56My voice came to you; let not your ear be shut to my breathing,
to my cry. 57 You came near in the day when I made my prayer to you: you
said, Have no fear. 58O Lord, you have taken up the cause of my soul, you
have made my life safe. 59 O Lord, you have seen my wrong; be judge in
my cause. 60 You have seen all the evil rewards they have sent on me, and
all their designs against me. 61 Their bitter words have come to your ears,
O Lord, and all their designs against me; 62 The lips of those who came up
against me, and their thoughts against me all the day. 63 Take note of them
when they are seated, andwhen they get up; I am their song. 64Youwill give
them their reward, O Lord, answering to thework of their hands. 65Youwill
let their hearts be covered over with your curse on them. 66Youwill go after
them in wrath, and put an end to them from under the heavens of the Lord.

4
1Howdark has the gold become! how changed the best gold! the stones of

the holy place are dropping out at the top of every street. 2 The valued sons
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of Zion, whose price was the best gold, are looked on as vessels of earth, the
work of the hands of the potter! 3Even the beasts of the waste land have full
breasts, they give milk to their young ones: the daughter of my people has
become cruel like the ostriches in the waste land. 4 The tongue of the child
at the breast is fixed to the roof of his mouth for need of drink: the young
children are crying out for bread, and no man gives it to them. 5Those who
were used to feasting on delicate food are wasted in the streets: those who
as children were dressed in purple are stretched out on the dust. 6 For the
punishment of the daughter of my people is greater than the punishment
of Sodom, which was overturned suddenly without any hand falling on her.
7Her holy ones were cleaner than snow, they were whiter than milk, their
bodies were redder than corals, their formwas as the sapphire: 8Their face
is blacker than night; in the streets no one has knowledge of them: their skin
is hanging on their bones, they are dry, they have become likewood. 9Those
who have been put to the sword are better off than those whose death is
caused by need of food; for these come to death slowly, burned up like the
fruit of the field. 10 The hands of kind-hearted women have been boiling
their children; they were their food in the destruction of the daughter of
my people. 11 The Lord has given full effect to his passion, he has let loose
his burning wrath; he has made a fire in Zion, causing the destruction of its
bases. 12To the kings of the earth and to all the people of the world it did not
seem possible that the attackers and the haters would go into the doors of
Jerusalem. 13 It is because of the sins of her prophets and the evil-doing of
her priests, by whom the blood of the upright has been drained out in her.
14 They are wandering like blind men in the streets, they are made unclean
withblood, so that their robesmaynotbe touchedbymen. 15Away! unclean!
they were crying out to them, Away! away! let there be no touching: when
theywent away in flight andwandering, men said among the nations, There
is no further resting-place for them. 16 The face of the Lord has sent them
in all directions; he will no longer take care of them: they had no respect
for the priests, they gave no honour to the old men. 17 Our eyes are still
wasting away in looking for our false help: we have been watching for a
nation unable to give salvation. 18 They go after our steps so that we may
not go in our streets: our end is near, our days are numbered; for our endhas
come. 19Thosewhowent afteruswerequicker than the eagles of theheaven,
drivingus before themon themountains,waiting secretly for us in thewaste
land. 20Ourbreathof life, heonwhomtheholyoilwasput,was taken in their
holes; ofwhomwesaid, Underhis shadewewill be living among thenations.
21Have joy and be glad, O daughter of Edom, living in the land of Uz: the cup
will be given to you in your turn, and you will be overcome with wine and
your shame will be seen. 22 The punishment of your evil-doing is complete,
O daughter of Zion; never again will he take you away as a prisoner: he will
give you the reward of your evil-doing, O daughter of Edom; he will let your
sin be uncovered.

5
1Keep inmind, O Lord, what has come to us: take note and see our shame.

2Our heritage is given up to men of strange lands, our houses to those who
are not our countrymen. 3We are childrenwithout fathers, ourmothers are
like widows. 4We give money for a drink of water, we get our wood for a
price. 5Our attackers are on our necks: overcome with weariness, we have
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no rest. 6We have given our hands to the Egyptians and to the Assyrians so
that wemight have enough bread. 7Our fathers were sinners and are dead;
and the weight of their evil-doing is on us. 8Servants are ruling over us, and
there is no one tomake us free from their hands. 9Weput our lives in danger
to get our bread, because of the sword of thewaste land. 10Our skin is heated
like an oven because of our burning heat from need of food. 11They took by
force the women in Zion, the virgins in the towns of Judah. 12 Their hands
put princes to death by hanging: the faces of old men were not honoured.
13The young men were crushing the grain, and the boys were falling under
thewood. 14The oldmen are no longer seated in the doorway, and themusic
of the young men has come to an end. 15 The joy of our hearts is ended; our
dancing is changed into sorrow. 16The crownhas been taken fromour head:
sorrow is ours, for we are sinners. 17 Because of this our hearts are feeble;
for these things our eyes are dark; 18Because of themountain of Zion which
is a waste; jackals go over it. 19 You, O Lord, are seated as King for ever; the
seat of your power is eternal. 20Why have we gone from your memory for
ever? why have you been turned away from us for so long? 21Make us come
back to you, O Lord, and let us be turned; make our days new again as in the
past. 22But you have quite given us up; you are full of wrath against us.
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The Book of
Ezekiel

1Now it came about in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth
dayof themonth,while Iwasby the river Chebar among thosewhohadbeen
made prisoners, that the heavens weremade open and I saw visions of God.
2 On the fifth day of the month, in the fifth year after King Jehoiachin had
beenmade a prisoner, 3The word of the Lord came tome, Ezekiel the priest,
the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldaeans by the river Chebar; and the
handof the Lordwas onme there. 4And, looking, I sawa storm-wind coming
out of the north, a great cloud with flames of fire coming after one another,
and a bright light shining round about it and in the heart of it was something
coloured like electrum. 5And in the heart of it were the forms of four living
beings. And this was what they were like; they had the form of aman. 6And
every one had four faces, and every one of them had four wings. 7And their
feet were straight feet; and the under sides of their feet were like the feet of
oxen; and they were shining like polished brass. 8And they had the hands
of a man under their wings; the four of them had faces on their four sides.
9 They went without turning, every one went straight forward. 10As for the
form of their faces, they had the face of a man, and the four of them had the
face of a lion on the right side, and the four of them had the face of an ox
on the left side, and the four of them had the face of an eagle. 11 And their
wings were separate at the top; two of the wings of every one were joined
one to another, and two were covering their bodies. 12 Every one of them
went straight forward;wherever the spiritwas to go theywent; theywent on
without turning. 13Andbetween the livingbeings itwas like burning coals of
fire, as ifflamesweregoingoneafter theotherbetween the livingbeings; and
the firewas bright, and out of the firewent thunder-flames. 14And the living
beings went out and came back as quickly as a thunder-flame. 15Nowwhile
I was looking at the four living beings, I saw one wheel on the earth, by the
side of the living beings, for the four of them. 16The form of the wheels and
their work was like a beryl; the four of them had the same form and design,
and they were like a wheel inside a wheel. 17The four of themwent straight
forward without turning to one side. 18And I saw that they had edges, and
their edges, even of the four, were full of eyes round about. 19Andwhen the
living beings went on, the wheels went by their side; and when the living
beings were lifted up from the earth, thewheels were lifted up. 20Wherever
the spiritwas to go theywent; and thewheelswere lifted upby their side: for
the spirit of the living beings was in the wheels. 21When these went on, the
otherswent; andwhen these came to rest, the others came to rest; andwhen
these were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up by their side:
for the spirit of the living beings was in the wheels. 22 And over the heads
of the living beings there was the form of an arch, looking like ice, stretched
out over their heads onhigh. 23Under the arch theirwingswere straight, one
stretched out to another: every one had two wings covering their bodies on
this side and two covering their bodies on that side. 24Andwhen they went,
the sound of their wings was like the sound of great waters to my ears, like
the voice of the Ruler of all, a sound like the rushing of an army: when they
came to rest they let down their wings. 25And therewas a voice from the top
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of thearchwhichwasover theirheads: when they came to rest they let down
theirwings. 26Andon the top of the archwhichwas over their headswas the
form of a king's seat, like a sapphire stone; and on the form of the seat was
the formof aman seated on it on high. 27And I saw it coloured like electrum,
with the look of fire in it and round it, going up fromwhat seemed to be the
middle of his body; and going down from what seemed to be the middle of
his body I sawwhat was like fire, and there was a bright light shining round
him. 28 Like the bow in the cloud on a day of rain, so was the light shining
round him. And this is what the glory of the Lord was like. And when I saw
it I went down onmy face, and the voice of one talking came tomy ears.

2
1Andhe said tome, Sonofman, get uponyour feet, so that Imay saywords

to you. 2And at hiswords the spirit came intome and putme onmy feet; and
his voice came tomy ears. 3And he said tome, Son ofman, I am sending you
to the children of Israel, to an uncontrolled nation which has gone against
me: they and their fathers have been sinners against me even to this very
day. 4And the children are hard and stiff-hearted; I am sending you to them:
and you are to say to them, These are the words of the Lord. 5 And they, if
they give ear to you or if they do not give ear (for they are an uncontrolled
people), will see that there has beenaprophet among them. 6Andyou, son of
man, have no fear of them or of their words, even if sharp thorns are round
you and you are living among scorpions: have no fear of their words and do
not be overcome by their looks, for they are an uncontrolled people. 7And
you are to give them my words, if they give ear to you or if they do not: for
they are uncontrolled. 8 But you, son of man, give ear to what I say to you,
and do not be uncontrolled like that uncontrolled people: let yourmouth be
open and take what I give you. 9And looking, I saw a hand stretched out to
me, and I saw the roll of a book in it; 10 And he put it open before me, and
it had writing on the front and on the back; words of grief and sorrow and
trouble were recorded in it.

3
1And he said tome, Son ofman, take this roll for your food, and go and say

mywords to the children of Israel. 2And, onmyopeningmymouth, hemade
me take the roll as food. 3And he said to me, Son of man, let your stomach
make a meal of it and let your inside be full of this roll which I am giving
you. Then I took it, and it was sweet as honey in mymouth. 4And he said to
me, Son of man, go now to the children of Israel, and say my words to them.
5 For you are not sent to a people whose talk is strange and whose language
is hard, but to the children of Israel; 6Not to a number of peoples whose talk
is strange andwhose language is hard andwhosewords are not clear to you.
Truly, if I sent you to them they would give ear to you. 7But the children of
Israel will not give ear to you; for they have nomind to give ear tome: for all
the children of Israel have a hard brow and a stiff heart. 8 See, I have made
your face hard against their faces, and your brow hard against their brows.
9 Like a diamond harder than rock I have made your brow: have no fear of
them and do not be overcome by their looks, for they are an uncontrolled
people. 10Then he said to me, Son of man, take into your heart all my words
which I am about to say to you, and let your ears be open to them. 11And go
now to thosewhohave been taken away as prisoners, to the children of your
people, and say to them, This is what the Lord has said; if they give ear or if
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they do not. 12 Then I was lifted up by the wind, and at my back the sound
of a great rushing came to my ears when the glory of the Lord was lifted up
from his place. 13And there was the sound of the wings of the living beings
touching one another, and the sound of thewheels at their side, the sound of
a great rushing. 14And the wind, lifting me up, took me away: and I went in
the heat of my spirit, and the hand of the Lord was strong on me. 15 Then I
came to those who had been taken away as prisoners, who were at Telabib
by the river Chebar, and I was seated among them full of wonder for seven
days. 16Andat theendof sevendays, thewordof theLordcame tome, saying,
17Son ofman, I havemade you awatchman for the children of Israel: so give
ear to the word of my mouth, and give them word from me of their danger.
18When I say to the evil-doer, Death will certainly be your fate; and you give
himnowordof it and saynothing tomake clear to the evil-doer the danger of
his evil way, so that hemay be safe; that same evil manwill come to death in
his evil-doing; but Iwillmake you responsible for his blood. 19But if you give
the evil-doerword of his danger, andhe is not turned fromhis sin or fromhis
evil way, death will overtake him in his evil-doing; but your life will be safe.
20Again, when an upright man, turning away from his righteousness, does
evil, and I put a cause of falling in his way, death will overtake him: because
youhavegivenhimnowordofhisdanger, deathwill overtakehim inhis evil-
doing, and there will be no memory of the upright acts which he has done;
but I will make you responsible for his blood. 21But if you say to the upright
man that he is not to do evil, he will certainly keep his life because he took
note of yourword; and your lifewill be safe. 22And the hand of the Lordwas
on me there; and he said, Get up and go out into the valley and there I will
have talk with you. 23 Then I got up and went out into the valley; and I saw
the glory of the Lord resting there as I had seen it by the river Chebar; and I
wentdownonmyface. 24Then the spirit came intomeandputmeonmyfeet;
and he had talk withme and said tome, Go and keep yourself shut up inside
your house. 25But see, O son of man, I will put bands on you, prisoning you
in them, and youwill not go out among them: 26And Iwillmake your tongue
fixed to the roof of yourmouth, so that you have no voice andmay notmake
protests to them: for they are an uncontrolled people. 27 But when I have
talk with you I will make your mouth open, and you are to say to them, This
is what the Lord has said: Let the hearer give ear; and as for him who will
not, let him keep his ears shut: for they are an uncontrolled people.

4
1And you, son of man, take a back and put it before you and on it make a

picture of a town, even Jerusalem. 2Andmake an attack on it, shutting it in,
building strong places against it, and making high an earthwork against it;
and put up tents against it, placing engines all round it for smashing down
its walls. 3 And take a flat iron plate, and put it for a wall of iron between
you and the town: and let your face be turned to it, and it will be shut in and
you will make an attack on it. This will be a sign to the children of Israel.
4 Then, stretching yourself out on your left side, take the sin of the children
of Israel on yourself: for as long as you are stretched out, so long will the
sin of the children of Israel be on you. 5 For I have had the years of their
sin measured for you by a number of days, even three hundred and ninety
days: and you will take on yourself the sin of the children of Israel. 6 And
when these days are ended, turning on your right side, you are to take on
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yourself the sin of the children of Judah: forty days, a day for a year, I have
had it fixed for you. 7And let your face be turned to where Jerusalem is shut
in, with your arm uncovered, and be a prophet against it. 8 And see, I will
put bands on you; and you will be stretched out without turning from one
side to the other till the days of your attack are ended. 9And take for yourself
wheat and barley and different sorts of grain, and put them in one vessel
andmake bread for yourself from them; all the dayswhen you are stretched
on your side it will be your food. 10And you are to take your food by weight,
twenty shekels aday: youare to take it at regular times. 11Andyouare to take
water by measure, the sixth part of a hin: you are to take it at regular times.
12 And let your food be barley cakes, cooking it before their eyes with the
waste which comes out of a man. 13And the Lord said, Even so the children
of Israel will have unclean bread for their food among the nations where
I am driving them. 14 Then I said, Ah, Lord! see, my soul has never been
unclean, and I have never taken as my food anything which has come to a
natural death or has been broken by beasts, from the timewhen Iwas young
even till now; no disgusting flesh has ever come into my mouth. 15 Then he
said tome, See, I have given you cow'swaste in place ofman'swaste, and you
willmake your bread ready on it. 16And he said tome, Son ofman, see, I will
take away from Jerusalem her necessary bread: they will take their bread
by weight and with care, measuring out their drinking-water with fear and
wonder: 17So that theymaybe inneedof breadandwater andbewondering
at one another, wasting away in their sin.

5
1Andyou, son ofman, take a sharp sword, using it like a haircutter's blade,

and making it go over your head and the hair of your chin: and take scales
for separating the hair by weight. 2You are to have a third part burned with
fire inside the town, when the days of the attack are ended; and a third part
you are to take and give blows with the sword round about it; and give a
third part for the wind to take away, and let loose a sword after them. 3And
take from them a small number of hairs, folding them in your skirts. 4And
again take some of these and put them in the fire, burning them up in the
fire; and say to all the children of Israel, 5This is what the Lord has said: This
is Jerusalem: I have put her among the nations, and countries are round her
on every side; 6And she has gone against my orders by doing evil more than
the nations, and against my rules more than the countries round her: for
they have given upmy orders, and as formy rules, they have not gone in the
way of them. 7For this cause the Lord has said: Because you have beenmore
uncontrolled than the nations round about you, and have not been guided
bymy rules or keptmy orders, but have kept the orders of the nations round
about you; 8 For this cause the Lord has said: See, I, even I, am against you;
and I will be judging among you before the eyes of the nations. 9And I will
do in you what I have not done and will not do again, because of all your
disgustingways. 10For this cause fathers will take their sons for food among
you, and sons will make a meal of their fathers; and I will be judge among
you, andall the rest of you Iwill sendaway toeverywind. 11For this cause, by
my life, says theLord, because youhavemademyholyplaceuncleanwith all
your hated things and all your disgusting ways, you will become disgusting
to me; my eye will have no mercy and I will have no pity. 12A third of you
will come to death from disease, wasting away among you through need of
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food; a thirdwill be put to the sword round about you; and a third Iwill send
away to every wind, letting loose a sword after them. 13 So mywrath will be
complete andmy passionwill come to rest on them; and theywill be certain
that I the Lordhave given thewordof decision,whenmywrath against them
is complete. 14And I will make you a waste and a name of shame among the
nations roundabout you, in theeyesof everyonewhogoesby. 15Andyouwill
be a nameof shame and a cause of bitterwords, an example and awonder to
the nations round about you, when I give effect to my judging among you in
wrathand inpassionand inburningprotests: I theLordhave said it: 16When
I send on you the evil arrows of disease, causing destruction, which I will
send to put an end to you; and, further, I will take away your necessary food.
17And Iwill sendonyouneedof food andevil beasts, and theywill be a cause
of loss to you; and disease and violent death will go through you; and I will
send the sword on you: I the Lord have said it.

6
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, let your face

be turned to themountains of Israel, and be a prophet to them, and say, 3You
mountains of Israel, give ear to the words of the Lord: this is what the Lord
has said to themountainsand thehills, to thewaterwaysand thevalleys: See,
I, even I, am sending on you a sword for the destruction of your high places.
4And your altars will be made waste, and your sun-images will be broken:
and Iwill have yourdeadmenplacedbefore your images. 5And Iwill put the
dead bodies of the children of Israel in front of their images, sending your
bones in all directions about your altars. 6 In all your living-places the towns
will become broken walls, and the high places made waste; so that your
altars may be broken down and made waste, and your images broken and
ended, and so that your sun-imagesmaybe cutdownandyourworks rubbed
out. 7And the dead will be falling down among you, and you will be certain
that I am the Lord. 8 But still, I will keep a small band safe from the sword
among thenations,whenyouare sentwanderingamong thecountries. 9And
those of you who are kept safe will have me in mind among the nations
where they have been taken away as prisoners, how I sent punishment on
their hearts which were untrue to me, and on their eyes which were turned
to their false gods: and theywill be full of hate for themselves because of the
evil things which they have done in all their disgusting ways. 10 And they
will be certain that I am the Lord: not for nothing did I say that I would do
this evil to them. 11 This is what the Lord has said: Give blows with your
hand, stampingwith your foot, and say, O sorrow! because of all the evil and
disgustingways of the children of Israel: for deathwill overtake themby the
sword and through need of food and by disease. 12He who is far away will
come to his death by disease; hewho is nearwill be put to the sword; hewho
is shut up will come to his death through need of food; and I will give full
effect to my passion against them. 13 And you will be certain that I am the
Lord, when their dead men are stretched among their images round about
their altars on every high hill, on all the tops of the mountains, and under
every branching tree, and under every thick oak-tree, the places where they
made sweet smells to all their images. 14And my hand will be stretched out
against them,making the landwaste and unpeopled, from thewaste land to
Riblah, through all their living-places: and they will be certain that I am the
Lord.
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7
1 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 And you, son of man,

say, This is what the Lord has said to the land of Israel: An end has come,
the end has come on the four quarters of the land. 3Now the end has come
on you, and I will send my wrath on you, judging you for your ways, I will
send punishment on you for all your disgusting acts. 4My eye will not have
mercy on you, and I will have no pity: but I will send the punishment of
your ways on you, and your disgusting works will be among you: and you
will be certain that I am the Lord. 5 This is what the Lord has said: An evil,
even one evil; see, it is coming. 6 An end has come, the end has come; see,
it is coming on you. 7 The crowning time has come on you, O people of the
land: the time has come, the day is near; the day will not be slow in coming,
it will not keep back. 8Now, in a little time, I will let loosemy passion on you,
and give full effect to my wrath against you, judging you for your ways, and
sending punishment on you for all your disgusting works. 9My eye will not
have mercy, and I will have no pity: I will send on you the punishment of
your ways, and your disgusting works will be among you; and you will see
that I am the Lord who gives punishment. 10 See, the day; see, it is coming:
the crowning time has gone out; the twisted way is flowering, pride has put
out buds. 11 Violent behaviour has been lifted up into a rod of evil; it will
not be slow in coming, it will not keep back. 12 The time has come, the day
is near: let not him who gives a price for goods be glad, or him who gets the
price have sorrow: 13 For the trader will not go back to the things for which
he had his price, evenwhile he is still living: 14And hewho has given a price
for goods will not get them, for my wrath is on all of them. 15Outside is the
sword, and inside disease and need of food: he who is in the open country
will be put to the sword; he who is in the town will come to his end through
need of food and disease. 16And those of them who get away safely will go
and be in the secret places like the doves of the valleys, all of themwill come
todeath, every one inhis sin. 17All handswill be feeble andall kneeswithout
strength, likewater. 18And theywill put haircloth round them, anddeep fear
will be covering them; and shamewill be on all faces, and the hair gone from
all their heads. 19Theywill put out their silver into the streets, and their gold
will be as anunclean thing; their silver and their goldwill not be able to keep
them safe in the day of the wrath of the Lord; they will not get their desire
or have food for their need: because it has been the cause of their falling
into sin. 20As for their beautiful ornament, they had put it on high, and had
made the images of their disgusting and hated things in it: for this cause I
have made it an unclean thing to them. 21And I will give it into the hands of
men from strange landswhowill take it by force, and to the evil-doers of the
earth to have for themselves; and they will make it unholy. 22And my face
will be turned away from them, and they will makemy secret place unholy:
violent men will go into it and make it unholy. 23Make the chain: for the
land is full of crimes of blood, and the town is full of violent acts. 24 For this
reason Iwill send theworst of the nations and theywill take their houses for
themselves: I will make the pride of their strength come to an end; and their
holy places will be made unclean. 25 Shaking fear is coming; and they will
be looking for peace, and there will be no peace. 26Destructionwill come on
destruction, and one story after another; and the vision of the prophet will
be shamed, and knowledge of the lawwill come to an end among the priests,
and wisdom among the old. 27 The king will give himself up to sorrow, and
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the rulerwill be clothedwithwonder, and thehands of the people of the land
will be troubled: I will give them punishment for their ways, judging them
as it is right for them to be judged; and theywill be certain that I am the Lord.

8
1Now in the sixth year, in the sixth month, on the fifth day of the month,

whenIwas inmyhouseand theresponsiblemenof Judahwereseatedbefore
me, the hand of the Lord came onme there. 2And looking, I saw a form like
fire; from the middle of his body and down there was fire: and up from the
middle of his body a sort of shining, like electrum. 3And he put out the form
of a hand and took me by the hair of my head; and the wind, lifting me up
between theearthand theheaven, tookme in thevisionsofGod to Jerusalem,
to the way into the inner door facing to the north; where was the seat of the
image of envy. 4And I saw the glory of the Lord there, as in the vision which
I saw in the valley. 5 Then he said to me, Son of man, now let your eyes be
lifted up in the direction of the north; and on looking in the direction of the
north, to the north of the doorway of the altar, I saw this image of envy by
the way in. 6And he said tome, Son ofman, do you see what they are doing?
even the very disgusting things which the children of Israel are doing here,
causing me to go far away from my holy place? but you will see other most
disgusting things. 7Andhe tookme to thedoorof theopenplace; and looking,
I saw a hole in the wall. 8And he said to me, Son of man, make a hole in the
wall: and after making a hole in the wall I saw a door. 9And he said to me,
Go in and see the evil and disgusting things which they are doing here. 10 So
I went in and saw; and there every sort of living thing which goes flat on
the earth, and unclean beasts, and all the images of the children of Israel,
were pictured round about on the wall. 11 And before them seventy of the
responsible men of the children of Israel had taken their places, every man
with a vessel for burning perfumes in his hand, and in the middle of them
was Jaazaniah, the son of Shaphan; and a cloud of smoke went up from the
burning perfume. 12And he said to me, Son of man, have you seen what the
responsible men of the children of Israel do in the dark, every man in his
room of pictured images? for they say, The Lord does not see us; the Lord
has gone away from the land. 13Then he said to me, You will see even more
disgusting things which they do. 14 Then he took me to the door of the way
into the Lord's house looking to the north; and there women were seated
weeping for Tammuz. 15 Then he said to me, Have you seen this, O son of
man? you will see even more disgusting things than these. 16 And he took
me into the inner square of the Lord's house, and at the door of the Temple of
the Lord, between the covered way and the altar, there were about twenty-
five men with their backs turned to the Temple of the Lord and their faces
turned to the east; and they were worshipping the sun, turning to the east.
17 Then he said to me, Have you seen this, O son of man? is it a small thing
to the children of Judah that they do the disgusting things which they are
doing here? for they have made the land full of violent behaviour, making
me angry again and again: and see, they put the branch to my nose. 18 For
this reason I will let loose my wrath: my eye will not have mercy, and I will
have no pity.

9
1Then crying out in my hearing in a loud voice, he said, Let the overseers

of the town come near, everyman armed. 2And six men came from the way
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of the higher doorway looking to the north, every man with his axe in his
hand: and oneman among themwas clothed in linen, with awriter's inkpot
at his side. And they went in and took their places by the brass altar. 3And
the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from the winged ones on which it
was resting, to the doorstep of the house. And crying out to the man clothed
in linen who had the writer's inkpot at his side, 4 The Lord said to him, Go
through the town, through the middle of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the
brows of themenwho are sorrowing and crying for all the disgusting things
which are done in it. 5 And to these he said in my hearing, Go through the
town after him using your axes: do not let your eyes have mercy, and have
no pity: 6Give up to destruction old men and young men and virgins, little
children and women: but do not come near any man who has the mark on
him: andmakea start atmyholyplace. So theymadea startwith theoldmen
who were before the house. 7And he said to them, Make the house unclean,
make the open places full of dead: go forward and send destruction on the
town. 8Nowwhile theywere doing so, and Iwas untouched, I went down on
my face, and crying out, I said, Ah, Lord! will you give all the rest of Israel
to destruction in letting loose your wrath on Jerusalem? 9 Then he said to
me, The sin of the children of Israel and Judah is very, very great, and the
land is full of blood and the town full of evil ways: for they say, The Lord has
gone away from the land, and the Lord does not see. 10And as forme,my eye
will not have mercy, and I will have no pity, but I will send the punishment
of their ways on their heads. 11 Then the man clothed in linen, who had the
inkpot at his side, came back and said, I have donewhat you gaveme orders
to do.

10
1 Then looking, I saw that on the arch which was over the head of the

winged ones there was seen over them what seemed like a sapphire stone,
having the form of a king's seat. 2And he said to theman clothed in linen, Go
in between the wheels, under the winged ones, and get your two hands full
of burning coals from between the winged ones and send them in a shower
over the town. And he went in before my eyes. 3Now the winged ones were
stationed on the right side of the housewhen themanwent in; and the inner
square was full of the cloud. 4 And the glory of the Lord went up from the
winged ones and came to rest over the doorstep of the house; and the house
was full of the cloud and the open squarewas full of the shining of the Lord's
glory. 5And the sound of the wings of the winged ones was clear even in the
outer square, like the voice of the Ruler of all. 6And when he gave orders to
the man clothed in linen, saying, Take fire from between the wheels, from
between the winged ones, then he went in and took his place at the side of
a wheel. 7 And stretching out his hand to the fire which was between the
winged ones, he took some of it andwent out. 8And I saw the formof aman's
hands among the winged ones under their wings. 9And looking, I saw four
wheels by the side of the winged ones, one wheel by the side of a winged
one and another wheel by the side of another: and the wheels were like the
colour of a beryl stone to the eye. 10 In form the four of them were all the
same, they seemed like a wheel inside a wheel. 11When they were moving,
they went on their four sides without turning; they went after the head in
the direction in which it was looking; they went without turning. 12And the
edges of the four wheels were full of eyes round about. 13As for the wheels,
they were named in my hearing, the circling wheels. 14And every one had



Ezekiel 10:15 803 Ezekiel 11:16

four faces: the first facewas the face of awinged one, and the secondwas the
face of a man, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an
eagle. 15And thewinged oneswent up on high: this is the living beingwhich
I saw by the river Chebar. 16 And when the winged ones went, the wheels
went by their side: and when their wings were lifted to take them up from
the earth, the wheels were not turned from their side. 17When they were at
rest in their place, these were at rest; when they were lifted up, these went
up with them: for the spirit of life was in them. 18Then the glory of the Lord
went out from the doorstep of the house, and came to rest over the winged
ones. 19And the winged ones, lifting up their wings, went up from the earth
before my eyes, with the wheels by their side: and they came to rest at the
east doorway of the Lord's house; and the glory of the God of Israel was over
them on high. 20This is the living being which I saw under the God of Israel
by the river Chebar; and it was clear to me that they were the winged ones.
21Every one had four faces and every one had four wings; and hands like a
man's hands were under their wings. 22As for the form of their faces, they
were the faceswhose form I sawby the river Chebar; when theywent, every
one of themwent straight forward.

11
1 And the wind, lifting me up, took me to the east doorway of the Lord's

house, looking to the east: and at the door I saw twenty-fivemen; and among
them I saw Jaazaniah, the son of Azzur, and Pelatiah, the son of Benaiah,
rulers of the people. 2Then he said tome, Son ofman, these are themenwho
are designing evil, who are teaching evil ways in this town: 3Who say, This is
not the time for building houses: this town is the cooking-pot andwe are the
flesh. 4For this cause be a prophet against them, be a prophet, O son ofman.
5 And the spirit of the Lord came on me, and he said to me, Say, These are
the words of the Lord: This is what you have said, O children of Israel; what
comes into your mind is clear to me. 6 You have made great the number of
your dead in this town, you havemade its streets full of deadmen. 7For this
reason the Lord has said: Your dead whom you have put down in its streets,
they are the flesh, and this town is the cooking-pot: but I willmake you come
out from inside it. 8 You have been fearing the sword, and I will send the
sword on you, says the Lord. 9 Iwillmake you comeout from inside the town
andwill giveyouup into thehandsofmenfromother lands, andwill be judge
among you. 10 You will come to your death by the sword; and I will be your
judge in the land of Israel; and you will be certain that I am the Lord. 11This
town will not be your cooking-pot, and you will not be the flesh inside it; I
will be your judge at the limit of the land of Israel; 12And youwill be certain
that I am the Lord: for you have not been guided bymy rules or given effect
to my orders, but you have been living by the orders of the nations round
about you. 13Now while I was saying these things, death came to Pelatiah,
the son of Benaiah. Then falling down onmy face and crying out with a loud
voice, I said, Ah, Lord! will you put an end to all the rest of Israel? 14And the
word of the Lord came to me, saying, 15 Son of man, your countrymen, your
relations, and all the children of Israel, all of them, are those to whom the
people of Jerusalem have said, Go far from the Lord; this land is given to us
for a heritage: 16 For this reason say, This is what the Lord has said: Though
I have had them moved far off among the nations, and though I have sent
themwandering among the countries, still I have been a safe place for them
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for a little time in the countries where they have come. 17 Then say, This is
what the Lord has said: I will get you together from the peoples, and make
you come out of the countries where you have been sent in flight, and I will
give you the land of Israel. 18And theywill come there, and take away all the
hated and disgusting things from it. 19And I will give them a new heart, and
I will put a new spirit in them; and I will take the heart of stone out of their
fleshandgive themaheart of flesh: 20So that theymaybe guidedbymyrules
and keepmy orders and do them: and they will be to me a people, and I will
be to them a God. 21But as for those whose heart goes after their hated and
disgusting things, I will send on their heads the punishment of their ways,
says the Lord. 22 Then the wings of the winged ones were lifted up, and the
wheels were by their side; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them
onhigh. 23And the glory of the Lordwent up from inside the town, and came
to rest on the mountain on the east side of the town. 24And the wind, lifting
me up, took me in the visions of God into Chaldaea, to those who had been
taken away as prisoners. So the visionwhich I had seenwent away fromme.
25 Then I gave an account to those who had been taken prisoners of all the
things which the Lord hadmademe see.

12
1And theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 2Son ofman, you are living

amonganuncontrolledpeople,whohave eyes to seebut seenot, andears for
hearing but they do not give ear; for they are an uncontrolled people. 3And
you, O son ofman, by day, before their eyes, get ready the vessels of onewho
is taken away, and go away from your place to another place before their
eyes: it may be that they will see, though they are an uncontrolled people.
4Byday, before their eyes, take out your vessels like those of onewho is taken
away: and go out in the evening before their eyes, like those who are taken
away as prisoners. 5Make a hole in the wall, before their eyes, and go out
through it. 6And before their eyes, take your goods on your back and go out
in the dark; go with your face covered: for I have made you a sign to the
children of Israel. 7And I did as I was ordered: I took out my vessels by day,
like those of onewho is takenaway, and in the evening Imade ahole through
the wall with a tent-pin; and in the dark I went out, taking my things on my
back before their eyes. 8And in the morning the word of the Lord came to
me, saying, 9Son ofman, has not Israel, the uncontrolled people, said to you,
What are you doing? 10You are to say to them, This iswhat the Lord has said:
This word has to dowith the ruler in Jerusalem and all the children of Israel
in it. 11Say, I amyour sign: as I havedone, sowill it be done to them: theywill
go away as prisoners. 12And the rulerwho is among themwill take his goods
on his back in the dark and go out: he will make a hole in the wall through
which to go out: he will have his face covered so that he may not be seen.
13Andmy net will be stretched out on him, and hewill be taken inmy cords:
and I will take him to Babylon to the land of the Chaldaeans; but he will not
see it, and there death will come to him. 14And all his helpers round about
him and all his armies I will send in flight to everywind; and Iwill let loose a
sword after them. 15And theywill be certain that I am the Lord, when I send
them in flight among the nations, driving them out through the countries.
16But a small number of them I will keep from the sword, from the need of
food, and fromdisease, so that theymaymake clear all their disgustingways
among the nations where they come; and they will be certain that I am the
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Lord. 17 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 18 Son of man, take
your foodwith shaking fear, andyourwaterwith troubleandcare; 19Andsay
to the people of the land, This is what the Lord has said about the people of
Jerusalemand the landof Israel: Theywill take their foodwith care and their
drink with wonder, so that all the wealth of their land may be taken from
it because of the violent ways of the people living in it. 20 And the peopled
towns will be made waste, and the land will become a wonder; and you will
be certain that I am the Lord. 21And theword of the Lord came tome, saying,
22Sonofman,what is this sayingwhichyouhaveabout the landof Israel, The
time is long and every vision comes to nothing? 23For this cause say to them,
This is what the Lord has said: I have made this saying come to an end, and
it will no longer be used as a common saying in Israel; but say to them, The
days arenear, and the effect of every vision. 24For therewill be nomore false
visions or smooth use of secret arts in Israel. 25 For I am the Lord; I will say
the word and what I say I will do; it will not be put off: for in your days, O
uncontrolled people, I will say theword and do it, says the Lord. 26Again the
word of the Lord came tome, saying, 27Son ofman, see, the children of Israel
say, The visionwhich he sees is for the dayswhich are a longway off, and his
words are of times still far away. 28 Say to them then, This is what the Lord
has said: Not one of mywords will be put off any longer, but what I say I will
do, says the Lord.

13
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, be a prophet

against the prophets of Israel, and say to those prophetswhosewords are the
invention of their hearts, Give ear to the word of the Lord; 3This is what the
Lord has said: A curse on the foolish prophets who go after the spirit which
is in them and have seen nothing! 4O Israel, your prophets have been like
jackals in the waste places. 5 You have not gone up into the broken places
or made up the wall for the children of Israel to take your place in the fight
in the day of the Lord. 6They have seen visionswithout substance andmade
use of secret arts,who say, TheLordhas said; and theLordhasnot sent them:
hoping that thewordwouldhave effect. 7Have younot seen a visionwithout
substance and have you not falsely made use of secret arts, when you say,
The Lord has said; though I have said nothing? 8 So this is what the Lord
has said: Because your words are without substance and your visions are
false, see, I am against you, says the Lord. 9Andmy hand will be against the
prophetswhoseevisionswithout substanceandwhomake falseuseof secret
arts: theywill not be in the secret ofmypeople, and theywill not be recorded
in the list of the children of Israel, and they will not come into the land of
Israel; and it will be clear to you that I am the Lord. 10Because, even because
they have been guidingmypeople into error, saying, Peace; when there is no
peace; and in the building of a division wall they put whitewash on it: 11Say
to thosewho put whitewash on it, Therewill be an overflowing shower; and
you, O ice-drops, will come raining down; and it will be broken in two by the
storm-wind. 12And when the wall has come down, will they not say to you,
Where is thewhitewashwhich you put on it? 13For this reason, the Lord has
said: I will have it broken in two by a storm-wind in my passion; and there
will be an overflowing shower in mywrath, and you, O ice-drops, will come
raining angrily down. 14 So I will let the wall, which you were covering with
whitewash, bebrokendown; Iwill have it levelled to the earth so that its base
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is uncovered: it will come down, and destruction will come on you with it;
and it will be clear to you that I am the Lord. 15 So I will let loose my passion
on thewall in fullmeasure, and on thosewho putwhitewash on it; and Iwill
say to you,Where is thewall, andwhere are thosewho putwhitewash on it?
16Even the prophets of Israelwho saywords to Jerusalem,who see visions of
peace for her when there is no peace, says the Lord. 17And you, son of man,
let your face be turned against the daughters of your people, who are acting
the part of prophets at their pleasure; be a prophet against them, and say,
18This is what the Lord has said: A curse is on the women who are stitching
bands on all arms and putting veils on the heads of those of every size, so
that they may go after souls! Will you go after the souls of my people and
keep yourselves safe from death? 19And you have put me to shame among
my people for a little barley and some bits of bread, sending death on souls
forwhom there is no cause of death, andkeeping those souls livingwhohave
no right to life, by the false words you say tomy people who give ear to what
is false. 20For this cause the Lord has said: See, I am against your bandswith
which you go after souls, and I will violently take them off their arms; and I
will let loose the souls, even the souls whom you go after freely. 21And I will
have your veils violently parted in two, and will make my people free from
yourhands, and theywill no longerbe inyourpower foryou togoafter them;
and you will be certain that I am the Lord. 22Because with your false words
youhavegivenpain to theheart of theuprightmanwhen Ihadnotmadehim
sad; in order tomake strong the hands of the evil-doer so that hemay not be
turned from his evil way and get life: 23 For this cause you will see no more
foolish visions or make false use of secret arts: and I will make my people
free from your power; and youwill be certain that I am the Lord.

14
1 Then certain of the responsible men of Israel came to me and took their

seats beforeme. 2And theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 3Son ofman,
these men have taken their false gods into their hearts and put before their
faces the sinwhich is the cause of their fall: am I to give earwhen they come
tome for directions? 4For this cause say to them, These are the words of the
Lord: Everyman of Israel who has taken his false god into his heart, and put
beforehis face the sinwhich is the cause of his fall, and comes to theprophet;
I the Lord will give him an answer bymyself in agreement with the number
of his false gods; 5 So as to take the children of Israel in the thoughts of their
hearts, because they have become strange to me through their false gods.
6For this cause say to the children of Israel, These are the words of the Lord:
Comebackandgiveupyour falsegodsand let your facesbe turned fromyour
disgusting things. 7Whenany one of themenof Israel, or of those fromother
lands who are living in Israel, who has become strange to me, and takes his
false gods into his heart, and puts before his face the sin which is the cause
of his fall, comes to the prophet to get directions fromme; I the Lordwill give
himananswer bymyself: 8Andmy facewill be turned against thatman, and
I will make him a sign and a common saying, cutting him off from among
my people; and you will be certain that I am the Lord. 9And if the prophet,
tricked by deceit, says anything, it is I the Lord bywhomhe has been tricked,
and Iwill put outmyhand against him, andhewill be cut off fromamongmy
people Israel. 10And the punishment of their sin will be on them: the sin of
the prophetwill be the same as the sin of himwho goes to him for directions;
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11 So that the children of Israel may no longer go wandering away fromme,
or make themselves unclean with all their wrongdoing; but they will be my
people, and I will be their God, says the Lord. 12 And the word of the Lord
came to me, saying, 13 Son of man, when a land, sinning against me, does
wrong, andmyhand is stretched out against it, and the support of its bread is
broken, and Imake it short of food, cutting offmanandbeast from it: 14Even
if these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, only themselves would
they keep safe by their righteousness, says the Lord. 15Or if I send evil beasts
through the land causing destruction and making it waste, so that no man
maygo throughbecauseof thebeasts: 16Even if these threemenwere in it, by
my life, says the Lord, they would not keep safe their sons or daughters, but
only themselves, and the land would be made waste. 17Or if I send a sword
against that land, and say, Sword, go through the land, cuttingoff from itman
andbeast: 18Even if these threemenwere in it, bymy life, says theLord, they
would not keep safe their sons or daughters, but only themselves. 19Or if I
send disease into that land, letting loose my wrath on it in blood, cutting off
from it man and beast: 20Even if Noah, Daniel, and Jobwere in it, bymy life,
says the Lord, they would not keep son or daughter safe; only themselves
would they keep safe through their righteousness. 21 For this is what the
Lord has said: Howmuchmore when I sendmy four bitter punishments on
Jerusalem, the sword and need of food and evil beasts and disease, cutting
off from it man and beast? 22 But truly, there will still be a small band who
will be safe, even sons and daughters: and they will come out to you, and
you will see their ways and their doings: and you will be comforted about
the evil which I have sent on Jerusalem, even about everything I have sent
on it. 23Theywill give you comfortwhenyou see theirways and their doings:
and you will be certain that not for nothing have I done all the things I have
done in it, says the Lord.

15
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, what is the

vine-tree more than any branching tree which is among the trees of the
woods? 3Will its wood be used for any work? do men make of it a pin for
hanging any vessel on? 4 See, it is put into the fire for burning: the fire has
made ameal of its two ends and themiddle part of it is burned; is it good for
any work? 5 Truly, before it was cut down, it was not used for any purpose:
how much less, when the fire has made a meal of it and it is burned, will it
be made into anything? 6For this cause the Lord has said: Like the vine-tree
among the trees of the woods which I have given to the fire for burning, so
will I give thepeople of Jerusalem. 7Andmy facewill be turnedagainst them;
and though they have come out of the fire theywill be burned up by it; and it
will be clear to you that I am the Lord whenmy face is turned against them.
8And Iwillmake the land awaste because theyhavedone evil, says the Lord.

16
1And theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 2Son ofman, make clear to

Jerusalem her disgusting ways, 3 And say, This is what the Lord has said to
Jerusalem: Your start and your birth was from the land of the Canaanite; an
Amorite was your father and your mother was a Hittite. 4As for your birth,
on the day of your birth your cord was not cut and you were not washed in
water to make you clean; you were not salted or folded in linen bands. 5No
eye had pity on you to do any of these things to you or to be kind to you; but
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you were put out into the open country, because your life was hated at the
time of your birth. 6Andwhen I went past you and saw you stretched out in
your blood, I said to you, Though you are stretched out in your blood, have
life; 7 And be increased in number like the buds of the field; and you were
increased and became great, and you came to the time of love: your breasts
were formed and your hair was long; but you were uncovered and without
clothing. 8Now when I went past you, looking at you, I saw that your time
was the time of love; and I put my skirts over you, covering your unclothed
body: and I gave you my oath and made an agreement with you, says the
Lord, and you became mine. 9 Then I had you washed with water, washing
away all your blood and rubbing you with oil. 10And I had you clothed with
needlework, and put leather shoes on your feet, folding fair linen about you
and covering you with silk. 11And I made you fair with ornaments and put
jewels on your hands and a chain on your neck. 12And I put a ring in your
nose and ear-rings in your ears and a beautiful crown on your head. 13 So
you were made beautiful with gold and silver; and your clothing was of the
best linen and silk and needlework; your food was the best meal and honey
and oil: and you were very beautiful. 14You were so beautiful that the story
of you went out into all nations; you were completely beautiful because of
my glory which I had put on you, says the Lord. 15 But you put your faith
in the fact that you were beautiful, acting like a loose woman because you
were widely talked of, and offering your cheap love to everyone who went
by, whoever it might be. 16And you took your robes and made high places
for yourself ornamented with every colour, acting like a loose woman on
them, without shame or fear. 17And you took the fair jewels, my silver and
gold which I had given to you, and made for yourself male images, acting
like a loose woman with them; 18 And you took your robes of needlework
for their clothing, and put my oil and my perfume before them. 19And my
breadwhich I gave you, the bestmeal and oil andhoneywhich I gave you for
your food, you put it before them for a sweet smell, says the Lord. 20And you
tookyour sons andyourdaughterswhomIhadbyyou, offering even these to
them to be their food. Was your loose behaviour so small a thing, 21That you
put my children to death and gave them up to go through the fire to them?
22 And in all your disgusting and false behaviour you had no memory of
your early days, when you were uncovered and without clothing, stretched
out in your blood. 23 And it came about, after all your evil-doing, says the
Lord, 24 That you made for yourself an arched room in every open place.
25You put up your high places at the top of every street, and made the grace
of your form a disgusting thing, opening your feet to everyone who went
by, increasing your loose ways. 26 And you went with the Egyptians, your
neighbours, great of flesh; increasing your loose ways, movingme to wrath.
27Now, then, my hand is stretched out against you, cutting down your fixed
amount, and I have given you up to the desire of your haters, the daughters
of the Philistines who are shamed by your loose ways. 28And youwent with
the Assyrians, because of your desirewhichwaswithoutmeasure; youwere
acting like a loose woman with them, and still you had not enough. 29And
youwent on in your looseways, even as far as the land of Chaldaea, and still
you had not enough. 30How feeble is your heart, says the Lord, seeing that
you do all these things, the work of a loose and overruling woman; 31 For
you have made your arched room at the top of every street, and your high
place in every openplace; though youwere not like a loosewoman in getting
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together your payment. 32The untruewifewho takes strange lovers in place
of her husband! 33 They give payment to all loose women: but you give
rewards to your lovers, offering thempayment so that theymay come to you
on every side for your cheap love. 34 And in your loose behaviour you are
different from other women, for no one goes after you to make love to you:
andbecauseyougivepaymentandnopayment is given toyou, in this youare
different from them. 35For this cause, O loosewoman, give ear to the voice of
the Lord: 36This is what the Lord has said: Because your unclean behaviour
was let loose and your body uncovered in your loose ways with your lovers
and with your disgusting images, and for the blood of your children which
you gave to them; 37 For this cause I will get together all your lovers with
whom you have taken your pleasure, and all those to whom you have given
your love,with all thosewhowere hated by you; Iwill evenmake themcome
together against you on every side, and I will have you uncovered before
them so that they may see your shame. 38And you will be judged by me as
women are judgedwho have been untrue to their husbands and have taken
life; and Iwill let looseagainst youpassionandbitter feeling. 39 Iwill giveyou
into their hands, and your arched room will be overturned and your high
places broken down; theywill take your clothing off you and take away your
fair jewels: and when they have done, you will be uncovered and shamed.
40And they will get together a meeting against you, stoning you with stones
and wounding you with their swords. 41 And they will have you burned
with fire, sending punishments on you before the eyes of great numbers of
women; and Iwill put an end to your looseways, and youwill no longer give
payment. 42And the heat of my wrath against you will have an end, and my
bitter feeling will be turned away from you, and I will be quiet and will be
angry no longer. 43 Because you have not kept in mind the days when you
were young, but havebeen troublingmewith all these things; for this reason
I will make the punishment of your ways come on your head, says the Lord,
because you have done this evil thing in addition to all your disgusting acts.
44 See, in every common saying about you it will be said, As the mother is,
so is her daughter. 45 You are the daughter of your mother whose soul is
turned in disgust from her husband and her children; and you are the sister
of your sisters who were turned in disgust from their husbands and their
children: your mother was a Hittite and your father an Amorite. 46 Your
older sister is Samaria, living at your left hand, she and her daughters: and
your younger sister, living at your right hand, is Sodom and her daughters.
47 Still you have not gone in their ways or done the disgusting things which
they have done; but, as if thatwas only a little thing, youhave gone deeper in
evil than they in all yourways. 48Bymy life, says the Lord, Sodomyour sister
never did, she or her daughters, what you and your daughters have done.
49Truly, this was the sin of your sister Sodom: pride, a full measure of food,
and the comforts of wealth in peace, were seen in her and her daughters,
and she gave no help to the poor or to those in need. 50 They were full of
pride and did what was disgusting to me: and so I took them away as you
have seen. 51And Samaria has not done half your sins; but you have made
the number of your disgusting acts greater than theirs, making your sisters
seem more upright than you by all the disgusting things which you have
done. 52 And you yourself will be put to shame, in that you have given the
decision for your sisters; through your sins, which aremore disgusting than
theirs, they are more upright than you: truly, you will be shamed andmade
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low, for you have made your sisters seem upright. 53And I will let their fate
be changed, the fateof Sodomandherdaughters, and the fateof Samariaand
her daughters, and your fate with theirs. 54 So that you will be shamed and
made low because of all you have done, when I have mercy on you. 55And
your sisters, Sodom and her daughters, will go back to their first condition,
and Samaria and her daughters will go back to their first condition, and you
andyourdaughterswill goback to yourfirst condition. 56Wasnot your sister
Sodom an oath in yourmouth in the day of your pride, 57Before your shame
was uncovered? Now you have become like her a word of shame to the
daughters of Edom and all who are round about you, the daughters of the
Philistines who put shame on you round about. 58 The reward of your evil
designs and your disgusting ways has come on you, says the Lord. 59For this
iswhat the Lord has said: I will do to you as you have done, youwho, putting
the oath on one side, have let the agreement be broken. 60But still I will keep
in mind the agreement made with you in the days when you were young,
and I will make with you an eternal agreement. 61 Then at the memory of
your ways you will be overcome with shame, when I take your sisters, the
older and the younger, and give them to you for daughters, but not by your
agreement. 62 And I will make my agreement with you; and you will be
certain that I am the Lord: 63So that, at thememory of these things, youmay
be at a loss, never opening your mouth because of your shame; when you
havemy forgiveness for all you have done, says the Lord.

17
1And thewordof theLord came tome, saying, 2Sonofman, give out a dark

saying, and make a comparison for the children of Israel, 3And say, This is
what the Lord has said: A great eagle with great wings, full of long feathers
of different colours, came to Lebanon, and took the top of the cedar: 4Biting
off the highest of its young branches, he took it to the land of Canaan, andput
it in a town of traders. 5And he took some of the seed of the land, planting it
in fertile earth, placing it by greatwaters; he put it in like awillow-tree. 6And
its growth went on and it became a vine, low and widely stretching, whose
branches were turned to him and its roots were under him: so it became
a vine, putting out branches and young leaves. 7 And there was another
eagle with great wings and thick feathers: and now this vine, pushing out its
roots to him, sent out its branches in his direction from the bedwhere it was
planted, so that he might give it water. 8He had it planted in a good field by
great waters so that it might put out branches and have fruit and be a strong
vine. 9 Say, This is what the Lord has said: Will it do well? will he not have
its roots pulled up and its branches cut off, so that all its young leaves may
become dry and it may be pulled up by its roots? 10And if it is planted will
it do well? will it not become quite dry at the touch of the east wind, drying
up in the bed where it was planted? 11 Then the word of the Lord came to
me, saying, 12Say now to this uncontrolled people, Are these things not clear
to you? Say to them, See, the king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and took
its king and its rulers away with him to Babylon; 13 And he took one of the
sons of the king and made an agreement with him; and he put him under
an oath, and took away the great men of the land: 14 So that the kingdom
might be made low with no power of lifting itself up, but might keep his
agreement to be his servants. 15But hewent against his authority in sending
representatives toEgypt to get fromthemhorses andagreat army. Will hedo
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well? will hebe safewhodoes such things? if the agreement is brokenwill he
be safe? 16By my life, says the Lord, truly in the place of the king whomade
him king, whose oath he put on one side and let his agreement with him be
broken, even in Babylon he will come to his death. 17And Pharaoh with his
strong army and great forces will be no help to him in the war, when they
put up earthworks and make strong walls for the cutting off of lives: 18 For
he put his oath on one side in letting the agreement be broken; and though
he had given his hand to it, he did all these things; he will not get away safe.
19And so the Lord has said, Bymy life, truly, formy oathwhich he put on one
side, and my agreement which has been broken, I will send punishment on
his head. 20My net will be stretched out over him, and he will be taken in
my cords, and Iwill send him to Babylon, and there I will be his judge for the
wrongwhich he has done against me. 21All his best fighting-menwill be put
to the sword, and the rest will be sent away to every wind: and you will be
certain that I the Lord have said it. 22This is what the Lord has said: Further,
I will take the highest top of the cedar and put it in the earth; cutting off from
the highest of his young branches a soft one, I will have it planted on a high
and great mountain; 23 It will be planted on the high mountain of Israel: it
will put out branches and have fruit and be a fair cedar: under it all birds of
every sort will make their living-place, resting in the shade of its branches.
24 And it will be clear to all the trees of the field that I the Lord have made
low the high tree and made high the low tree, drying up the green tree and
making the dry tree full of growth; I the Lord have said it and have done it.

18
1 The word of the Lord came to me again, saying, 2Why do you make use

of this saying about the land of Israel, The fathers have been tasting bitter
grapes and the children's teeth are on edge? 3By my life, says the Lord, you
will no longerhave this saying in Israel. 4See, all souls aremine; as the soul of
the father, so the soul of the son ismine: deathwill be the fate of the sinner's
soul. 5But if a man is upright, living rightly and doing righteousness, 6And
has not taken flesh with the blood for food, or given worship to the images
of the children of Israel; if he has not had connection with his neighbour's
wife, or come near to a woman at the time when she is unclean; 7 And has
done no wrong to any, but has given back to the debtor what is his, and has
taken no one's goods by force, and has given food to him who was in need
of it, and clothing to himwho was without it; 8And has not given his money
out at interest or taken great profits, and, turning his hand from evil-doing,
has kept faith between man and man, 9 And has been guided by my rules
and has keptmy laws and done them: he is upright, life will certainly be his,
says the Lord. 10 If he has a son who is a thief, a taker of life, who does any
of these things, 11Who has taken flesh with the blood as food, and has had
connection with his neighbour's wife, 12Has done wrong to the poor and to
him who is in need, and taken property by force, and has not given back to
one in his debt what is his, and has given worship to images and has done
disgusting things, 13And has given out his money at interest and taken great
profits: he will certainly not go on living: he has done all these disgusting
things: death will certainly be his fate; his blood will be on him. 14Now if he
hasa sonwhosees all his father's sinswhichhehasdone, and in feardoesnot
do the same: 15Who has not taken the fleshwith the blood for food, or given
worship to the images of the children of Israel, and has not had connection
with his neighbour's wife, 16Or done wrong to any, or taken anything from
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one inhis debt, or taken goods by force, but has given food to himwhowas in
need of it, and clothing to himwhowas without it; 17Who has kept his hand
from evil-doing and has not taken interest or great profits, who has donemy
orders and been guided by my rules: he will certainly not be put to death
for the evil-doing of his father; life will certainly be his. 18As for his father,
because he was cruel, took goods by force, and did what is not good among
his people, truly, death will overtake him in his evil-doing. 19 But you say,
Why does not the son undergo punishment for the evil-doing of the father?
When the son has donewhat is ordered and right, and has keptmy rules and
done them, life will certainly be his. 20The soul which does sin will be put to
death: the son will not be made responsible for the evil-doing of the father,
or the father for the evil-doing of the son; the righteousness of the upright
will be on himself, and the evil-doing of the evil-doer on himself. 21But if the
evil-doer, turning away from all the sins which he has done, keeps my rules
and does what is ordered and right, life will certainly be his; death will not
be his fate. 22Not one of the sins which he has done will be kept in memory
againsthim: in the righteousnesswhichhehasdonehewill have life. 23Have
I any pleasure in the death of the evil-doer? says the Lord: am I not pleased
if he is turned fromhisway so that hemayhave life? 24Butwhen the upright
man, turning away from his righteousness, does evil, like all the disgusting
things which the evil man does, will he have life? Not one of his upright acts
will be kept inmemory: in thewrongwhich he has done and in his sin death
will overtake him. 25But you say, The way of the Lord is not equal. Give ear,
now, O children of Israel; is my way not equal? are not your ways unequal?
26When the upright man, turning away from his righteousness, does evil,
death will overtake him; in the evil which he has done death will overtake
him. 27Again, when the evil-doer, turning away from the evil he has done,
does what is ordered and right, he will have life for his soul. 28 Because he
had fear and was turned away from all the wrong which he had done, life
will certainlybehis, deathwill notbehis fate. 29But still the childrenof Israel
say, The way of the Lord is not equal. O children of Israel, are my ways not
equal? are not your ways unequal? 30 For this cause I will be your judge, O
children of Israel, judging every man by his ways, says the Lord. Come back
and be turned from all your sins; so that they may not be the cause of your
falling into evil. 31Put away all your evil-doing in which you have done sin;
andmake for yourselves a new heart and a new spirit: why are you desiring
death, O children of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of him on
whom death comes, says the Lord: be turned back then, and have life.

19
1Takeupnowasongof grief for the rulerof Israel, andsay, 2Whatwasyour

mother? Like a she-lion among lions, stretched out among the young lions
she gave food to her little ones. 3And one of her little ones came to growth
under her care, and became a young lion, learning to go after beasts for his
food; and he took men for his meat. 4And the nations had news of him; he
was taken in the hole they hadmade: and, pulling himwith hooks, they took
him into the land of Egypt. 5 Now when she saw that her hope was made
foolish and gone, she took another of her little ones and made him into a
young lion. 6Andhewent up anddownamong the lions andbecameayoung
lion, learning to go after beasts for his food; and he took men for his meat.
7And he sent destruction on their widows andmade waste their towns; and
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the land and everything in it became waste because of the loud sound of
his voice. 8 Then the nations came against him from the kingdoms round
about: theirnetwas stretchedoverhimandhewas taken in thehole theyhad
made. 9 They made him a prisoner with hooks, and took him to the king of
Babylon; they put him in the strong place so that his voicemight be sounding
no longer on themountains of Israel. 10Yourmotherwas in comparison like
a vine, planted by thewaters: shewas fertile and full of branches because of
the great waters. 11And she had a strong rod for a rod of authority for the
rulers, and it became tall among the clouds and it was seen lifted up among
the number of its branches. 12But she was uprooted in burning wrath, and
made low on the earth; the east wind came, drying her up, and her branches
were broken off; her strong rodbecamedry, thefiremade ameal of it. 13And
now she is planted in thewaste land, in a dry and unwatered country. 14And
fire has gone out from her rod, causing the destruction of her branches, so
that there is no strong rod in her to be the ruler's rod of authority. This is a
song of grief, and it was for a song of grief.

20
1Now it came about in the seventh year, in the fifth month, on the tenth

day of the month, that certain of the responsible men of Israel came to get
directions from the Lord and were seated before me. 2Then the word of the
Lord came to me, saying, 3 Son of man, say to the responsible men of Israel,
This is what the Lord has said: Have you come to get directions from me?
By my life, says the Lord, you will get no directions from me. 4Will you be
their judge, O son of man, will you be their judge? make clear to them the
disgusting ways of their fathers, 5And say to them, This is what the Lord has
said: In the day when I took Israel for myself, when I made an oath to the
seed of the family of Jacob, and I gave them knowledge of myself in the land
of Egypt, saying to them with an oath, I am the Lord your God; 6 In that day
I gave my oath to take them out of the land of Egypt into a land which I had
been searching out for them, a land flowing with milk and honey, the glory
of all lands: 7 And I said to them, Let every man among you put away the
disgusting things to which his eyes are turned, and do not make yourselves
unclean with the images of Egypt; I am the Lord your God. 8But they would
not be controlled byme, anddidnot give ear tome; they did not put away the
disgusting things to which their eyes were turned, or give up the images of
Egypt: then I said Iwould let loosemypassionon themtogive full effect tomy
wrath against them in the land of Egypt. 9And I was acting for the honour of
myname, so that itmight not bemade unclean before the eyes of the nations
among whom they were, and before whose eyes I gave them knowledge of
myself, by taking them out of the land of Egypt. 10 So I made them go out of
the land of Egypt and took them into the waste land. 11And I gave themmy
rules andmade clear to themmy orders, which, if aman keeps them, will be
life to him. 12 And further, I gave them my Sabbaths, to be a sign between
me and them, so that it might be clear that I, who make them holy, am the
Lord. 13But the children of Israelwould not be controlled byme in thewaste
land: theywerenot guidedbymy rules, and theywere turned away frommy
orders,which, if amandoes them,will be life tohim; and theyhadno respect
formy Sabbaths: then I said that I would let loosemy passion on them in the
waste land, and put an end to them. 14And Iwas acting for the honour ofmy
name, so that it might not bemade unclean in the eyes of the nations, before
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whoseeyes I had taken themout. 15And further, I gavemyoath to them in the
waste land, that Iwouldnot take theminto the landwhich Ihadgiven them, a
landflowingwithmilk andhoney, the glory of all lands; 16Because theywere
turned away frommy orders, and were not guided by my rules, and had no
respect for my Sabbaths: for their hearts went after their images. 17But still
my eye had pity on them and I kept them from destruction and did not put
an end to them completely in the waste land. 18And I said to their children
in the waste land, Do not be guided by the rules of your fathers or keep their
orders or make yourselves unclean with their images: 19 I am the Lord your
God; be guided by my rules and keep my orders and do them: 20 And keep
my Sabbaths holy; and theywill be a sign betweenme and you so that it may
be clear to you that I am the Lord your God. 21But the childrenwould not be
controlled by me; they were not guided by my rules, and they did not keep
and do my orders, which, if a man does them, will be life to him; and they
had no respect for my Sabbaths: then I said I would let loose my passion on
them to give full effect to my wrath against them in the waste land. 22And I
was acting for the honour of my name, so that it might not bemade unclean
in the eyes of the nations, beforewhose eyes I had taken themout. 23Further,
I gave my oath to them in the waste land that I would send themwandering
among the nations, driving them out among the countries; 24 Because they
had not done my orders, but had been turned away frommy rules, and had
not given respect to my Sabbaths, and their eyes were turned to the images
of their fathers. 25And further, I gave them rules which were not good and
orders in which there was no life for them; 26 I made them unclean in the
offerings they gave, causing them to make every first child go through the
fire, so that I might put an end to them. 27 For this cause, son of man, say
to the children of Israel, This is what the Lord has said: In this your fathers
have further put shameonmynamebydoingwrongagainstme. 28Forwhen
I had taken them into the land which I made an oath to give to them, then
they saw every high hill and every branching tree and made their offerings
there, moving me to wrath by their offerings; and there the sweet smell of
their offerings went up and their drink offerings were drained out. 29 Then
I said to them,What is this high place where you go to no purpose? And it is
namedBamah to this day. 30For this cause say to the childrenof Israel, This is
what the Lord has said: Are youmaking yourselves unclean as your fathers
did? areyoubeinguntrue tomebygoingafter theirdisgustingworks? 31And
when you give your offerings, causing your sons to go through the fire, you
make yourselves uncleanwith all your images to this day; andwill you come
to me for directions, O children of Israel? By my life, says the Lord, you will
getnodirection fromme. 32Andthatwhichcomes intoyourmindswillnever
take place; when you say, We will be like the nations, like the families of the
countries, servants of wood and stone; 33 By my life, says the Lord, truly,
with a strong hand and with an outstretched arm and with burning wrath
let loose, I will be King over you: 34And I will take you out from the peoples
and get you together out of the countries where you are wandering, with a
strong hand andwith an outstretched armandwith burningwrath let loose:
35And I will take you into the waste land of the peoples, and there I will take
up the causewith you face to face. 36As I took up the causewith your fathers
in thewaste landof the landof Egypt, sowill I takeup the causewith you says
the Lord. 37And Iwill make you go under the rod andwill make you small in
number: 38Clearing out fromamong you all thosewho are uncontrolled and
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who are sinning against me; I will take them out of the land where they are
living, but they will not come into the land of Israel: and you will be certain
that I am the Lord. 39As for you, O children of Israel, the Lord has said: Let
every man completely put away his images and give ear to me: and let my
holy name no longer be shamed by your offerings and your images. 40 For
in my holy mountain, in the highmountain of Israel, says the Lord, there all
the children of Israel, all of them, will bemy servants in the land; there I will
take pleasure in them, and there I will be worshipped with your offerings
and the first-fruits of the things you give, and with all your holy things. 41 I
will take pleasure in you as in a sweet smell, when I take you out from the
peoples and get you together from the countries where you have been sent
in flight; and I will make myself holy in you before the eyes of the nations.
42And youwill be certain that I am the Lord, when I take you into the land of
Israel, into the country which I made an oath to give to your fathers. 43And
there, at the memory of your ways and of all the things you did to make
yourselves unclean, you will have bitter hate for yourselves because of all
the evil things you have done. 44And you will be certain that I am the Lord,
when I take you in hand for the honour of my name, and not for your evil
ways or your unclean doings, O children of Israel, says the Lord. 45Then the
word of the Lord came tome, saying, 46Son ofman, let your face be turned to
the south, let your words be dropped to the south, and be a prophet against
thewoodland of the South; 47And say to thewoodland of the South, Give ear
to thewords of the Lord: this is what the Lord has said: See, I will have a fire
lighted in you, for the destruction of every green tree in you and every dry
tree: the flaming flamewill not be put out, and all faces from the south to the
north will be burned by it. 48And all flesh will see that I the Lord have had it
lighted: it will not be put out. 49 Then I said, Ah, Lord! they say of me, Is he
not a maker of stories?

21
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, let your face

be turned to Jerusalem, let your words be dropped in the direction of her
holy place, and be a prophet against the land of Israel; 3And say to the land
of Israel, These are the words of the Lord: See, I am against you, and I will
take my sword out of its cover, cutting off from you the upright and the evil.
4Because I amgoing to have the upright and the evil cut off fromyou, for this
cause my sword will go out from its cover against all flesh from the south to
the north: 5 And all flesh will see that I the Lord have taken my sword out
of its cover: and it will never go back. 6Make sounds of grief, son of man;
with body bent and a bitter heart make sounds of grief before their eyes.
7And when they say to you, Why are you making sounds of grief? then say,
Because of the news, for it is coming: and every heart will become soft, and
all hands will be feeble, and every spirit will be burning low, and all knees
will be turned to water: see, it is coming and it will be done, says the Lord.
8And theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 9Son ofman, say as a prophet,
These are thewords of the Lord: Say, A sword, a swordwhich has beenmade
sharp and polished: 10 It has beenmade sharp to give death; it is polished so
that itmay be like a thunder-flame: ... 11And I have given it to the polisher so
that it may be taken in the hand: he has made the sword sharp, he has had
it polished, to put it into the hand of him who gives death. 12Give loud cries
andmake sounds of grief, O son of man: for it has come onmy people, it has
come on all the rulers of Israel: fear of the sword has come onmypeople: for
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this cause give signs of grief. 13 ... 14So then, sonofman, be aprophet, andput
your hands together with a loud sound, and give two blows with the sword,
and even three; it is the sword of those who are wounded, even the sword
of the wounded; the great sword which goes round about them. 15 In order
that hearts may become soft, and the number of those who are falling may
be increased, I have sent death by the sword against all their doors: you are
made like a flame, you are polished for death. 16 Be pointed to the right, to
the left, wherever your edge is ordered. 17And I will put my hands together
with a loud sound, and I will let my wrath have rest: I the Lord have said
it. 18And the word of the Lord came to me again, saying, 19And you, son of
man, have two ways marked out, so that the sword of the king of Babylon
may come; let the two of them come out of one land: and let there be a pillar
at the top of the road: 20 Put a pillar at the top of the road for the sword to
come to Rabbah in the land of the children of Ammon, and to Judah and to
Jerusalem in the middle of her. 21 For the king of Babylon took his place at
the parting of the ways, at the top of the two roads, to make use of secret
arts: shaking the arrows this way and that, he put questions to the images
of his gods, he took note of the inner parts of dead beasts. 22 At his right
hand was the fate of Jerusalem, to give orders for destruction, to send up
the war-cry, to put engines of war against the doors, lifting up earthworks,
building walls. 23 And this answer given by secret arts will seem false to
those who have given their oaths and have let them be broken: but he will
keep the memory of evil-doing so that they may be taken. 24 For this cause
the Lord has said: Because you have made your evil-doing come to mind
by the uncovering of your wrongdoing, causing your sins to be seen in all
your evil-doings; because you have come tomind, youwill be taken in them.
25 And you, O evil one, wounded to death, O ruler of Israel, whose day has
come in the time of the last punishment; 26 This is what the Lord has said:
Take away the holy head-dress, take off the crown: this will not be again: let
that which is low be lifted up, and that which is high be made low. 27 I will
let it be overturned, overturned, overturned: this will not be again till he
comes whose right it is; and I will give it to him. 28And you, son of man, say
as a prophet, This is what the Lord has said about the children of Ammon
and about their shame: Say, A sword, even a sword let loose, polished for
death, to make it shining so that it may be like a flame: 29Your vision is to no
purpose, your use of secret arts gives a false answer, to put it on the necks
of evil-doers who are wounded to death, whose day has come, in the time of
the last punishment. 30Goback into your cover. In the placewhere youwere
made, in the land from which you were taken, I will be your judge. 31And I
will let loosemy burning passion on you, breathing out on you the fire ofmy
wrath: and I will give you up into the hands of men like beasts, trained to
destruction. 32Youwill be food for the fire; your bloodwill be drained out in
the land; there will be nomorememory of you: for I the Lord have said it.

22
1And the word of the Lord came tome, saying, 2And you, son of man, will

you be a judge, will you be a judge of the town of blood? then make clear
to her all her disgusting ways. 3 And you are to say, This is what the Lord
has said: A town causing blood to be drained out in her streets so that her
time may come, and making images in her to make her unclean! 4 You are
responsible for the blood drained out by you, and you are unclean through
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the images which you have made; and you have made your day come near,
and the timeof your judginghas come; for this cause Ihavemadeyouaname
of shame to the nations and a cause of laughing to all countries. 5Thosewho
arenear and thosewhoare far fromyouwillmake sport of you; yourname is
unclean, you are full of sounds of fear. 6See, the rulers of Israel, every one in
his family, have been causing death in you. 7 In you they have had no respect
for father andmother; in you theyhavebeen cruel to theman froma strange
land; in you they have done wrong to the child without a father and to the
widow. 8Youhavemade little ofmyholy things, andhavemademySabbaths
unclean. 9 In you there are men who say evil of others, causing death; in
you they have taken the flesh with the blood for food; in your streets they
have put evil designs into effect. 10 In you they have let the shame of their
fathers be seen; in you they have done wrong to a woman at the time when
she was unclean. 11And in you oneman has done what was disgusting with
his neighbour's wife; and another has made his daughter-in-law unclean;
and another has done wrong to his sister, his father's daughter. 12 In you
they have taken rewards as the price of blood; you have taken interest and
great profits, and you have taken away your neighbours' goods by force, and
have not kept me inmind, says the Lord. 13See, then, I havemademy hands
come together in wrath against your taking of goods by force and against
the blood which has been flowing in you. 14Will your heart be high or your
hands strong in the dayswhen I take you in hand? I the Lord have said it and
will do it. 15And I will send you in flight among the nations and wandering
among the countries; and I will completely take away out of you everything
which is unclean. 16And youwill bemade lowbefore the eyes of the nations;
and it will be clear to you that I am the Lord. 17 And the word of the Lord
came to me, saying, 18 Son of man, the children of Israel have become like
the poorest sort of waste metal to me: they are all silver and brass and tin
and iron and lead mixed with waste. 19 For this cause the Lord has said:
Because you have all become waste metal, see, I will get you together inside
Jerusalem. 20As they put silver and brass and iron and lead and tin together
inside the oven, heating up the fire on it to make it soft; so will I get you
together inmywrathand inmypassion, and, heating thefirewithmybreath,
will make you soft. 21 Yes, I will take you, breathing on you the fire of my
wrath, and you will become soft in it. 22As silver becomes soft in the oven,
so you will become soft in it; and you will be certain that I the Lord have let
loose my passion on you. 23 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying,
24 Son of man, say to her, You are a land on which no rain or thunderstorm
has come in the day of wrath. 25Her rulers in her are like a loud-voiced lion
violently taking his food; they have made a meal of souls; they have taken
wealth and valued property; they have made great the number of widows
in her. 26Her priests have been acting violently against my law; they have
made my holy things unclean: they have made no division between what is
holy and what is common, and they have not made it clear that the unclean
is different from the clean, and their eyes have been shut to my Sabbaths,
and I am not honoured among them. 27 Her rulers in her are like wolves
violently taking their food; puttingmen to death and causing the destruction
of souls, so that they may get their profit. 28 And her prophets have been
using whitewash, seeing foolish visions and making false use of secret arts,
saying, This iswhat the Lordhas said,when the Lordhas said nothing. 29The
people of the landhavebeenacting cruelly, takingmen's goods by force; they
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have been hard on the poor and those in need, and have done wrong to the
man from a strange land. 30And I was looking for a man among them who
would make up the wall and take his station in the broken place before me
for the land, so that I might not send destruction on it: but there was no one.
31And I let loosemy passion on them, and have put an end to them in the fire
ofmywrath: I havemade the punishment of theirways comeon their heads,
says the Lord.

23
1The word of the Lord came to me again, saying, 2 Son of man, there were

two women, daughters of one mother: 3They were acting like loose women
in Egypt; when they were young their behaviour was loose: there their
breasts were crushed, even the points of their young breasts were crushed.
4 Their names were Oholah, the older, and Oholibah, her sister: and they
became mine, and gave birth to sons and daughters. As for their names,
Samaria is Oholah, and Jerusalem, Oholibah. 5 And Oholah was untrue to
me when she was mine; she was full of desire for her lovers, even for the
Assyrians, her neighbours, 6Whowere clothed in blue, captains and rulers,
all of them young men to be desired, horsemen seated on horses. 7 And
she gave her unclean love to them, all of them the noblest men of Assyria:
and she made herself unclean with the images of all who were desired by
her. 8And she has not given up her loose ways from the time when she was
in Egypt; for when she was young they were her lovers, and by them her
young breasts were crushed, and they let loose on her their unclean desire.
9 For this cause I gave her up into the hands of her lovers, into the hands
of the Assyrians on whom her desire was fixed. 10 By these her shame was
uncovered: they took her sons and daughters and put her to death with the
sword: and she became a cause of wonder to women; for they gave her
the punishment which was right. 11 And her sister Oholibah saw this, but
her desire was evenmore unmeasured, and her loose behaviour was worse
than that of her sister. 12 She was full of desire for the Assyrians, captains
and rulers, her neighbours, clothed in blue, horsemen going on horses, all of
themyoungmen tobedesired. 13And I sawthat shehadbecomeunclean; the
two of themwent the same way. 14And her loose behaviour became worse;
for she saw men pictured on a wall, pictures of the Chaldaeans painted in
bright red, 15With bands round their bodies andwith head-dresses hanging
round their heads, all of them looking like rulers, like the Babylonians,
the land of whose birth is Chaldaea. 16 And when she saw them she was
full of desire for them, and sent servants to them in Chaldaea. 17 And the
Babylonians came to her, into the bed of love, and made her unclean with
their loose desire, and she became unclean with them, and her soul was
turned from them. 18Soher loose behaviourwas clearly seen andher shame
uncovered: thenmysoulwas turned fromheras it hadbeen turned fromher
sister. 19 But still she went on the more with her loose behaviour, keeping
in mind the early days when she had been a loose woman in the land of
Egypt. 20 And she was full of desire for her lovers, whose flesh is like the
flesh of asses and whose seed is like the seed of horses. 21And she made the
memory of the loose ways of her early years come back to mind, when her
young breasts were crushed by the Egyptians. 22For this cause, O Oholibah,
this is what the Lord has said: See, I will make your lovers come up against
you, even those from whom your soul is turned away in disgust; and I will
make them come up against you on every side; 23 The Babylonians and all
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the Chaldaeans, Pekod and Shoa and Koa, and all the Assyrians with them:
young men to be desired, captains and rulers all of them, and chiefs, her
neighbours, all of themonhorseback. 24And theywill comeagainst you from
thenorthonhorseback,withwar-carriages andagreat bandofpeoples; they
will put themselves in order against you with breastplate and body-cover
and metal head-dress round about you: and I will make them your judges,
and they will give their decision against you as seems right to them. 25And
my bitter feelingwill beworking against you, and theywill take you in hand
withpassion; theywill takeawayyournoseandyourears, and the rest of you
will be put to the sword: theywill take your sons and daughters, and the rest
of youwill be burned up in the fire. 26And theywill take all your clothing off
you and take away your ornaments. 27 So I will put an end to your evil ways
and your loose behaviourwhich came from the land of Egypt: and your eyes
will never be lifted up to them again, and you will have nomore memory of
Egypt. 28 For this is what the Lord has said: See, I will give you up into the
hands of those who are hated by you, into the hands of those from whom
your soul is turned away in disgust: 29And they will take you in hand with
hate, and take away all the fruit of your work, and let you be unveiled and
without clothing: and the shame of your loose behaviourwill be uncovered,
your evil designs and your loose ways. 30 They will do these things to you
because you have been untrue to me, and have gone after the nations, and
have become uncleanwith their images. 31You have gone in theway of your
sister; and Iwill giveher cup intoyourhand. 32This iswhat theLordhas said:
Youwill take a drink fromyour sister's cup, which is deep andwide: youwill
be laughedat and lookeddownon,more thanyouare able toundergo. 33You
will be broken and full of sorrow, with the cup of wonder and destruction,
with the cup of your sister Samaria. 34And after drinking it and draining it
out, youwill take the last drops of it to the end, pulling off your breasts: for I
have said it, says the Lord. 35 So this is what the Lord has said: Because you
have not kept me in your memory, and because your back has been turned
to me, you will even undergo the punishment of your evil designs and your
loose ways. 36Then the Lord said tome: Son of man, will you be the judge of
Oholibah? then make clear to her the disgusting things she has done. 37 For
she has been false to me, and blood is on her hands, and with her images
she has been untrue; andmore than this, she made her sons, whom she had
by me, go through the fire to them to be burned up. 38 Further, this is what
she has done to me: she has made my holy place unclean and has made my
Sabbaths unclean. 39 For when she had made an offering of her children
to her images, she came into my holy place to make it unclean; see, this is
what she has done inside my house. 40And she even sent for men to come
from far away, to whom a servant was sent, and they came: for whom she
was washing her body and painting her eyes and making herself fair with
ornaments. 41And she took her seat on a great bed, with a table put ready
before it on which she put my perfume and my oil. 42 ... and they put jewels
onherhands andbeautiful crownsonherhead. 43Then I said ... nowshewill
go on with her loose ways. 44And they went in to her, as men go to a loose
woman: so they went in to Oholibah, the loose woman. 45And upright men
will be her judges, judging her as false wives and women who take lives are
judged; because she has been untrue tome and blood is on her hands. 46For
this iswhat the Lord has said: Iwillmake a greatmeeting of the people come
together against her, and will send on her shaking fear and take everything
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from her. 47And the meeting, after stoning her with stones, will put an end
to her with their swords; they will put her sons and daughters to death and
have her house burned up with fire. 48And I will put an end to evil in all the
land, teaching all women not to do as you have done. 49And I will send on
you the punishment of your evil ways, and you will be rewarded for your
sins with your images: and you will be certain that I am the Lord.

24
1And thewordof theLord came tome in theninthyear, in the tenthmonth,

on the tenth day of the month, saying, 2 Son of man, put down in writing
this very day: The king of Babylon let loose the weight of his attack against
Jerusalem on this very day. 3And make a comparison for this uncontrolled
people, and say to them, This is what the Lord has said: Put on the cooking-
pot, put it on the fire and put water in it: 4And get the bits together, the fat
tail, every good part, the leg and the top part of it: make it full of the best
bones. 5 Take the best of the flock, put much wood under it: see that its bits
are boiling well; let the bones be cooked inside it. 6For this is what the Lord
has said: A curse is on the town of blood, the cooking-pot which is unclean
inside, which has never been made clean! take out its bits; its fate is still
to come on it. 7 For her blood is in her; she has put it on the open rock not
draining it on to the earth so that it might be covered with dust; 8 In order
that it mightmakewrath come up to give punishment, she has put her blood
on the open rock, so that it may not be covered. 9 For this cause the Lord
has said: A curse is on the town of blood! and I will make great the burning
mass. 10 Put on much wood, heating up the fire, boiling the flesh well, and
making the soup thick, and let the bones be burned. 11 And I will put her
on the coals so that she may be heated and her brass burned, so that what is
unclean inhermaybecome soft andherwaste be completely takenaway. 12 I
have made myself tired to no purpose: still all the waste which is in her has
not come out, it has an evil smell. 13As for your unclean purpose: because I
have been attempting tomake you clean, but you have not beenmade clean
from it, you will not be made clean till I have let loose my passion on you in
full measure. 14 I the Lord have said the word and I will do it; I will not go
back or have mercy, andmy purpose will not be changed; in the measure of
your ways and of your evil doings you will be judged, says the Lord. 15And
theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 16Son ofman, see, I am taking away
the desire of your eyes by disease: but let there be no sorrow or weeping or
drops running from your eyes. 17Let there be no sound of sorrow; make no
weeping for your dead, put on your head-dress and your shoes on your feet,
let not your lips be covered, and do not take the food of those in grief. 18 So
in the morning I was teaching the people and in the evening death took my
wife; and in the morning I did what I had been ordered to do. 19 And the
people said to me, Will you not make clear to us the sense of these things; is
it for us you do them? 20 Then I said to them, The word of the Lord came to
me, saying, 21 Say to the people of Israel, The Lord has said, See, I will make
my holy place unclean, the pride of your strength, the pleasure of your eyes,
and the desire of your soul; and your sons and daughters, who did not come
with you here, will be put to the sword. 22 And you will do as I have done,
not covering your lips or taking the food of those in grief. 23And your head-
dresses will be on your heads and your shoes on your feet: there will be no
sorrow orweeping; but youwill be wasting away in the punishment of your
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evil-doing, and you will be looking at one another in wonder. 24And Ezekiel
will be a sign to you; everything he has done you will do: when this takes
place, you will be certain that I am the Lord. 25And as for you, son of man,
yourmouthwill be shut in the daywhen I take from them their strength, the
joy of their glory, the desire of their eyes, and that on which their hearts are
fixed, and their sons anddaughters. 26 In that day, onewhohas got away safe
will come to you to give younews of it. 27 In that day yourmouthwill be open
to him who has got away safe, and you will say words to him and your lips
will no longer be shut: so you will be a sign to them and they will be certain
that I am the Lord.

25
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, let your face

be turned to the children of Ammon, and be a prophet against them: 3And
say to the children of Ammon, Give ear to the word of the Lord; this is what
the Lord has said: Because you said, Aha! against my holy placewhen it was
made unclean, and against the land of Israel when it was made waste, and
against the people of Judah when they were taken away as prisoners; 4 For
this cause I will give you up to the children of the east for their heritage, and
they will put their tent-circles in you and make their houses in you; they
will take your fruit for their food and your milk for their drink. 5 And I
will make Rabbah a place for housing camels, and the children of Ammon
a resting-place for flocks: and you will be certain that I am the Lord. 6 For
the Lord has said, Because you have made sounds of joy with your hands,
stamping your feet, and have been glad, putting shamewith all your soul on
the land of Israel; 7 For this cause my hand has been stretched out against
you, and I will give up your goods to be taken by the nations; I will have you
cut off from the peoples and will put an end to you among the countries: I
will give you up to destruction; and you will be certain that I am the Lord.
8 This is what the Lord has said: Because Moab and Seir are saying, See, the
people of Judah are like all the nations; 9 For this cause, I will let the side of
Moab be uncovered, and his towns on every side, the glory of the land, Beth-
jeshimoth, Baal-meonandas far asKiriathaim. 10To the children of the east I
have given her for a heritage, aswell as the children of Ammon, so that there
may be no memory of her among the nations: 11 And I will be the judge of
Moab; and they will see that I am the Lord. 12This is what the Lord has said:
BecauseEdomhas takenhis payment fromthepeople of Judah, andhasdone
great wrong in taking payment from them; 13 The Lord has said, My hand
will be stretched out against Edom, cutting off from it man and beast: and I
will make it waste, from Teman even as far as Dedan they will be put to the
sword. 14 I will take payment from Edom because of my people Israel; and I
will take Edom in hand in my wrath and in my passion: and they will have
experience of my reward, says the Lord. 15 This is what the Lord has said:
Because the Philistines have taken payment, with the purpose of causing
shame and destruction with unending hate; 16 The Lord has said, See, my
handwill be stretched out against the Philistines, cutting off the Cherethites
and sending destruction on the rest of the sea-land. 17And I will take great
payment from themwith acts ofwrath; and theywill be certain that I am the
Lord when I sendmy punishment on them.

26
1 Now in the eleventh year, on the first day of the month, the word of
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the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, because Tyre has said against
Jerusalem, Aha, she who was the doorway of the peoples is broken; she is
turnedover to them; shewhowas full ismadewaste; 3For this cause theLord
has said, See, I am against you, O Tyre, andwill send up a number of nations
against you as the sea sends up its waves. 4 And they will give the walls of
Tyre to destruction and have its towers broken: and Iwill take even her dust
away from her, andmake her an uncovered rock 5Shewill be a place for the
stretching out of nets in themiddle of the sea; for I have said it, says the Lord:
and her goods will be given over to the nations. 6And her daughters in the
open country will be put to the sword: and they will be certain that I am the
Lord. 7 For this is what the Lord has said: See, I will send up from the north
Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, king of kings, against Tyre, with horses
and war-carriages and with an army and great numbers of people. 8Hewill
put to the sword your daughters in the open country: he will make strong
walls against you and put up an earthwork against you, arming himself for
war against you. 9He will put up his engines of war against your walls, and
your towerswill be brokendownbyhis axes. 10Because of the number of his
horses you will be covered with their dust: your walls will be shaking at the
noise of the horsemen and of the wheels and of the war-carriages, when he
comes through your doorways, as into a townwhich has been broken open.
11 Your streets will be stamped down by the feet of his horses: he will put
your people to the sword, and will send down the pillars of your strength to
the earth. 12Theywill take by force all yourwealth and go offwith the goods
with which you do trade: they will have your walls broken down and all the
houses of your desire given up to destruction: they will put your stones and
yourwood and your dust deep in thewater. 13 Iwill put an end to the noise of
your songs, and the soundof your instruments ofmusicwill be gone for ever.
14 I will make you an uncovered rock: you will be a place for the stretching
out of nets; there will be no building you up again: for I the Lord have said
it, says the Lord. 15 This is what the Lord has said to Tyre: Will not the sea-
lands be shaking at the sound of your fall, when the wounded give cries of
pain, whenmen are put to the sword in you? 16Then all the rulers of the sea
will come down from their high seats, and put away their robes and take off
their clothing of needlework: they will put on the clothing of grief, they will
take their seats on the earth, shaking with fear every minute and overcome
withwonderat you. 17And theywill sendupasongof grief foryou, andsay to
you,What destructionhas comeonyou, howare you cut off from the sea, the
noted town,whichwas strong in the sea, she andherpeople, causing the fear
of them to come on all the dry land! 18Now the sea-lands will be shaking in
the day of your fall; and all the ships on the seawill be overcomewith fear at
yourgoing. 19For this iswhat theLordhas said: Iwillmakeyouawaste town,
like the towns which are unpeopled; when I make the deep come upon you,
covering you with great waters. 20Then I will make you go downwith those
who go down into the underworld, to the people of the past, causing your
living-place to be in the deepest parts of the earth, in places long unpeopled,
with those who go down into the deep, so that there will be no one living in
you; and you will have no glory in the land of the living. 21 I will make you
a thing of fear, and you will come to an end: even if you are looked for, you
will not be seen again for ever, says the Lord.
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27
1 The word of the Lord came to me again, saying, 2 And you, son of man,

make a song of grief for Tyre; 3And say to Tyre, O you who are seated at the
doorway of the sea, trading for the peoples with the great sea-lands, these
are the words of the Lord: You, O Tyre, have said, I am a ship completely
beautiful. 4 Your builders have made your outlines in the heart of the seas,
they havemade you completely beautiful. 5They havemade all your boards
of fir-trees from Senir: they have taken cedars from Lebanon to make the
supports for your sails. 6 Of oak-trees from Bashan they have made your
driving blades; they have made your floors of ivory and boxwood from the
sea-lands of Kittim. 7 The best linen with needlework from Egypt was your
sail, stretched out to be a flag for you; blue and purple from the sea-lands
of Elishah gave you shade. 8 The people of Zidon and Arvad were your
boatmen; thewisemen of Zemerwere in you; theywere guiding your ships;
9 The responsible men of Gebal and its wise men were in you, making your
boards watertight: all the ships of the sea with their seamen were in you
trading in your goods. 10Cush and Lud and Putwere in your army, yourmen
of war, hanging up their body-covers and head-dresses of war in you: they
gave you your glory. 11The men of Arvad in your army were on your walls,
and were watchmen in your towers, hanging up their arms on your walls
round about; they made you completely beautiful. 12 Tarshish did business
with you because of the great amount of your wealth; they gave silver, iron,
tin, and lead for your goods. 13 Javan, Tubal, andMeshechwere your traders;
they gave living men and brass vessels for your goods. 14 The people of
Togarmah gave horses and war-horses and transport beasts for your goods.
15 The men of Rodan were your traders: a great number of sea-lands did
business with you: they gave you horns of ivory and ebony as an offering.
16Edom did business with you because of the great number of things which
you made; they gave emeralds, purple, and needlework, and the best linen
andcoral andrubies for yourgoods. 17 Judahand the landof Israelwereyour
traders; they gave grain of Minnith and sweet cakes and honey and oil and
perfume for your goods. 18Damascus did business with you because of the
great amount of your wealth, with wine of Helbon and white wool. 19 ... for
your goods: they gave polished iron and spices for your goods. 20Dedan did
trade with you in cloths for the backs of horses. 21Arabia and all the rulers
of Kedar did business with you; in lambs and sheep and goats, in these they
did business with you. 22 The traders of Sheba and Raamah did trade with
you; they gave the best of all sorts of spices and all sorts of stones of great
price and gold for your goods. 23Haran and Canneh and Eden, the traders
of Asshur and all the Medes: 24 These were your traders in beautiful robes,
in rolls of blue and needlework, and in chests of coloured cloth, cordedwith
cords andmade of cedar-wood, in them they did trade with you. 25Tarshish
ships did business for you in your goods: and you weremade full, and great
was your glory in the heart of the seas. 26Your boatmen have taken you into
greatwaters: you have been broken by the eastwind in the heart of the seas.
27Yourwealthandyourgoods, the things inwhichyoudo trade, your seamen
and those guiding your ships, those who make your boards watertight, and
those who do business with your goods, and all your men of war who are in
you, with all who have come together in you, will go down into the heart of
the seas in the day of your downfall. 28At the sound of the cry of your ships'
guides, the boards of the ship will be shaking. 29 And all the boatmen, the
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seamenand thosewhoareexpert at guidinga ship through the sea,will come
down from their ships and take their places on the land; 30And their voices
will be sounding over you, and crying bitterly they will put dust on their
heads, rolling themselves in the dust: 31And they will have the hair of their
heads cut off because of you, andwill put haircloth on their bodies, weeping
for you with bitter grief in their souls, even with bitter sorrow. 32 And in
theirweeping theywillmake a song of grief for you, sorrowing over you and
saying, Who is like Tyre, who has come to an end in the deep sea? 33When
your goods went out over the seas, you made numbers of peoples full; the
wealth of the kings of the earth was increased with your great wealth and
all your goods. 34Now that you are broken by the seas in the deep waters,
your goods and all your people will go down with you. 35 All the people of
the sea-lands are overcome with wonder at you, and their kings are full of
fear, their faces are troubled. 36 Those who do business among the peoples
make sounds of surprise at you; you have become a thing of fear, you have
come to an end for ever.

28
1 The word of the Lord came to me again, saying, 2 Son of man, say to

the ruler of Tyre, This is what the Lord has said: Because your heart has
been lifted up, and you have said, I am a god, I am seated on the seat of
God in the heart of the seas; but you are man and not God, though you have
made your heart as the heart of God: 3 See, you are wiser than Daniel; there
is no secret which is deeper than your knowledge: 4 By your wisdom and
deep knowledge you have got power for yourself, and put silver and gold in
your store-houses: 5By your great wisdom and by your trade your power is
increased, and your heart is lifted up because of your power: 6For this cause
the Lord has said: Because you have made your heart as the heart of God,
7See, I am sending against you strangemen, feared among the nations: they
will let loose their swords against your bright wisdom, they will make your
glory a common thing. 8 They will send you down to the underworld, and
your deathwill be the death of thosewho are put to the sword in the heart of
the seas. 9Will you say, in the faceof thosewhoare takingyour life, I amGod?
but you are man and not God in the hands of those who are wounding you.
10Your deathwill be the death of thosewho arewithout circumcision, by the
hands of men from strange lands: for I have said it, says the Lord. 11 Then
the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 12 Son of man, make a song of grief
for the king of Tyre, and say to him, This is what the Lord has said: You are
all-wise and completely beautiful; 13 You were in Eden, the garden of God;
every stone of great price was your clothing, the sardius, the topaz, and the
diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the emerald and the carbuncle:
your store-houses were full of gold, and things of great price were in you; in
the day when you were made they were got ready. 14 I gave you your place
with the winged one; I put you on the mountain of God; you went up and
down among the stones of fire. 15There has been no evil in your ways from
the day when you were made, till sin was seen in you. 16 Through all your
trading you have become full of violent ways, and have done evil: so I sent
you out shamed from the mountain of God; the winged one put an end to
you from among the stones of fire. 17 Your heart was lifted up because you
werebeautiful, youmadeyourwisdomevil throughyour sin: I have sent you
down, even to the earth; I havemade you low before kings, so that theymay



Ezekiel 28:18 825 Ezekiel 29:13

seeyou. 18Byall your sin, evenbyyourevil trading, youhavemadeyourholy
places unclean; so I will make a fire come out from you, it will make a meal
of you, and Iwillmake you as dust on the earth before the eyes of all who see
you. 19All who have knowledge of you among the peoples will be overcome
with wonder at you: you have become a thing of fear, and you will never be
seen again. 20And theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 21Son ofman, let
your face be turned to Zidon, and be a prophet against it, and say, 22 These
are thewords of the Lord: See, I am against you, O Zidon; and I will get glory
for myself in you: and they will be certain that I am the Lord, when I send
my punishments on her, and I will be seen to be holy in her. 23 And I will
send onher disease and blood in her streets; and thewoundedwill be falling
in the middle of her, and the sword will be against her on every side; and
they will be certain that I am the Lord. 24And there will no longer be a plant
with sharp pointswounding the children of Israel, or a thorn troubling them
among any who are round about them, who put shame on them; and they
will be certain that I am the Lord. 25 This is what the Lord has said: When I
have got together the children of Israel from the peoples among whom they
arewandering, and have beenmade holy among thembefore the eyes of the
nations, then they will have rest in the land which is theirs, which I gave to
my servant Jacob 26And theywill be safe there, building houses andplanting
vine-gardens and living without fear; when I have sent my punishments on
all thosewho put shame on them round about them; and theywill be certain
that I am the Lord their God.

29
1 In the tenth year, in the tenthmonth, on the twelfth day of themonth, the

word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, let your face be turned
against Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and be a prophet against him and against all
Egypt: 3 Say to them, These are the words of the Lord: See, I am against you,
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, the great river-beast stretched out among his Nile
streams, who has said, The Nile is mine, and I havemade it formyself. 4And
I will put hooks in your mouth, and the fish of your streams will be hanging
from your skin; and I will make you come up out of your streams, with all
the fish of your streams hanging from your skin. 5And Iwill let you be in the
waste land, you and all the fish of your streams: youwill go downon the face
of the land; you will not be taken up or put to rest in the earth; I have given
you for food to the beasts of the field and the birds of the heaven. 6And itwill
be clear to all the people of Egypt that I am theLord, because youhavebeena
false support to the children of Israel. 7When they took a grip of you in their
hands, you were crushed so that their arms were broken: and when they
put their weight on you for support, you were broken and all their muscles
gave way. 8 For this cause the Lord has said: See, I am sending a sword on
you, cutting off from you man and beast. 9 And the land of Egypt will be
an unpeopled waste; and they will be certain that I am the Lord: because
he has said, The Nile is mine, and I made it. 10 See, then, I am against you
and against your streams, and I will make the land of Egypt an unpeopled
waste, fromMigdol to Syene, even as far as the edge of Ethiopia. 11No foot of
manwill go through it and no foot of beast, and it will be unpeopled for forty
years. 12 I will make the land of Egypt a waste among the countries which
are made waste, and her towns will be unpeopled among the towns which
have beenmadewaste, for forty years: and Iwill send the Egyptians in flight
among the nations and wandering through the countries. 13For this is what
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the Lord has said: At the end of forty years I will get the Egyptians together
from the peoples where they have gone in flight: 14 I will let the fate of Egypt
be changed, andwill make them come back into the land of Pathros, into the
land fromwhich they came; and there theywill be anunimportant kingdom.
15 It will be the lowest of the kingdoms, and never again will it be lifted up
over the nations: I willmake them small, so that theymaynot have rule over
the nations. 16And Egypt will no longer be the hope of the children of Israel,
causing sin to come to mind when their eyes are turned to them: and they
will be certain that I am the Lord. 17Now in the twenty-seventh year, in the
first month, on the first day of the month, the word of the Lord came to me,
saying, 18 Son of man, Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, made his army do
hardworkagainst Tyre, and thehair cameoffeveryheadandevery armwas
rubbed smooth: but he and his army got no payment out of Tyre for the hard
work which he had done against it. 19 For this cause the Lord has said: See,
I am giving the land of Egypt to Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon: he will
take away her wealth, and take her goods by force and everything which is
there; and this will be the payment for his army. 20 I have given him the land
of Egypt as the reward for his hardwork, because theywereworking forme,
says the Lord. 21 In that day I will make a horn put out buds for the children
of Israel, and I will let yourwords come freely among them, and theywill be
certain that I am the Lord.

30
1Thewordof theLordcame tomeagain, saying, 2Sonofman, beaprophet,

and say, Theseare thewordsof theLord: Givea cry, Aha, for theday! 3For the
day is near, the day of the Lord is near, a day of cloud; it will be the time of the
nations. 4Anda swordwill comeonEgypt, and cruel painwill be in Ethiopia,
when they are falling by the sword in Egypt; and they will take away her
wealth and her bases will be broken down. 5 Ethiopia and Put and Lud and
all themixedpeople andLibyaand the childrenof the landof theCherethites
will all be put to death with them by the sword. 6 This is what the Lord has
said: The supporters of Egyptwill have a fall, and the pride of her powerwill
come down: fromMigdol to Syene theywill be put to the sword in it, says the
Lord. 7 And she will be made waste among the countries which have been
made waste, and her towns will be among the towns which are unpeopled.
8And they will be certain that I am the Lord, when I have put a fire in Egypt
and all her helpers are broken. 9 In that day men will go out quickly to take
the news, causing fear in untroubled Ethiopia; and bitter pain will come on
them as in the day of Egypt; for see, it is coming. 10 This is what the Lord
has said: I will put an end to great numbers of the people of Egypt by the
hand of Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon. 11He and the people with him,
causing fear among the nations, will be sent for the destruction of the land;
their swords will be let loose against Egypt and the land will be full of dead.
12And I will make the Nile streams dry, andwill give the land into the hands
of evilmen, causing the landandeverything in it tobewastedby thehandsof
men from a strange country: I the Lord have said it. 13This is what the Lord
has said: In addition to this, I will give up the images to destruction and put
an end to the false gods in Noph; never againwill there be a ruler in the land
of Egypt: and I will put a fear in the land of Egypt. 14And I will make Pathros
a waste, and put a fire in Zoan, and sendmy punishments on No. 15 I will let
loose my wrath on Sin, the strong place of Egypt, cutting off the mass of the
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people of No. 16And I will put a fire in Egypt; Syene will be twisting in pain,
and No will be broken into, as by the onrush of waters. 17 The young men
of On and Pi-beseth will be put to the sword: and these towns will be taken
away prisoners. 18And at Tehaphnehes the day will become dark, when the
yoke of Egypt is broken there, and the pride of her power comes to an end:
as for her, she will be covered with a cloud, and her daughters will be taken
away prisoners. 19And I will send my punishments on Egypt: and they will
be certain that I am the Lord. 20Now in the eleventh year, in the first month,
on the seventh day of the month, the word of the Lord came to me, saying,
21 Son of man, the arm of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, has been broken by me,
and no band has been put round it tomake it well, no band has been twisted
round it to make it strong for gripping the sword. 22 For this cause the Lord
has said: See, I am against Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and byme his strong arm
will be broken; and I will make the sword go out of his hand. 23 And I will
send the Egyptians in flight among the nations and wandering through the
countries. 24And Iwill make the arms of the king of Babylon strong, andwill
put my sword in his hand: but Pharaoh's arms will be broken, and he will
give cries of pain before him like the cries of amanwounded to death. 25And
I will make the arms of the king of Babylon strong, and the arms of Pharaoh
will be hanging down; and theywill be certain that I am the Lord, when I put
my sword into the hand of the king of Babylon and it is stretched out against
the land of Egypt. 26And Iwill send the Egyptians in flight among the nations
and wandering through the countries; and they will be certain that I am the
Lord.

31
1Nowin theeleventhyear, in the thirdmonth, on thefirst dayof themonth,

the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, say to Pharaoh, king
of Egypt, and to his people; Whom are you like in your great power? 3 See, a
pine-tree with beautiful branches and thick growth, giving shade and very
tall; and its top was among the clouds. 4 It got strength from the waters and
the deep made it tall: its streams went round about its planted land and it
sent out its waterways to all the trees of the field. 5 In this way it became
taller than all the trees of the field; and its branches were increased and its
arms became long because of the great waters. 6 In its branches all the birds
ofheavencame to rest, andunder its armsall thebeasts of thefieldgavebirth
to theiryoung, andgreatnationswere living in its shade. 7So itwasbeautiful,
being so tall and its branches so long, for its root was by great waters. 8No
cedars were equal to it in the garden of God; the fir-trees were not like its
branches, and plane-trees were as nothing in comparison with its arms; no
tree in the garden of Godwas so beautiful. 9 I made it beautiful with its mass
of branches: so that all the trees in the garden of God were full of envy of
it. 10 For this cause the Lord has said: Because he is tall, and has put his top
among the clouds, andhis heart is full of pride because he is so high, 11 I have
given him up into the hands of a strong one of the nations; he will certainly
give him the reward of his sin, driving him out. 12 And men from strange
lands, who are to be feared among the nations, after cutting him off, have
let him be: on the mountains and in all the valleys his branches have come
down; his arms are broken by all the waterways of the land; all the peoples
of the earth have gone from his shade, and have let him be. 13All the birds
of heaven have come to rest on his broken stemwhere it is stretched on the
earth, andall thebeasts of thefieldwill beonhisbranches: 14 Inorder thatno
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trees by thewatersmaybe liftedup in their growth, putting their tops among
the clouds; and that no treeswhich arewateredmay take their place onhigh:
for they are all given up to death, to the lowest parts of the earth among
the children of men, with those who go down to the underworld. 15 This is
what the Lord has said: The day when he goes down to the underworld, I
will make the deep full of grief for him; I will keep back her streams and the
great waters will be stopped: I will make Lebanon dark for him, and all the
trees of the field will be feeble because of him. 16 I will send shaking on the
nations at the sound of his fall, when I send him down to the underworld
with those who go down into the deep: and on earth theywill be comforting
themselves, all the trees of Eden, the best of Lebanon, even all the watered
ones. 17 And they will go down with him to the underworld, to those who
have been put to the sword; even those who were his helpers, living under
his shade among the nations 18Whom then are you like? for youwill be sent
downwith the trees of Eden into the lowest parts of the earth: there youwill
be stretched out among those without circumcision, with those who were
put to the sword. This is Pharaoh and all his people, says the Lord.

32
1And it came about in the twelfth year, in the twelfth month, on the first

day of themonth, that theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 2Son ofman,
make a song of grief for Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and say to him, Young lion
of the nations, destruction has come on you; and you were like a sea-beast
in the seas, sending out bursts of water, troubling the waters with your feet,
making their streams dirty. 3 This is what the Lord has said: My net will be
stretched out over you, and I will take you up in my fishing-net. 4And I will
let you be stretched on the land; I will send you out violently into the open
field; I will let all the birds of heaven come to rest on you and will make the
beasts of all the earth full of you. 5And Iwill put yourfleshon themountains,
andmake the valleys full of your blood. 6And the land will be watered with
your blood, and the waterways will be full of you. 7Andwhen I put out your
life, the heaven will be covered and its stars made dark; I will let the sun be
covered with a cloud and the moon will not give her light. 8 All the bright
lights of heaven I will make dark over you, and put dark night on your land,
says the Lord. 9And the hearts of numbers of peopleswill be troubled, when
I send your prisoners among the nations, into a country which is strange to
you. 10And I will make a number of peoples overcome with wonder at you,
and their kings will be full of fear because of you, when my sword is waved
before them: they will be shaking every minute, every man fearing for his
life, in the day of your fall. 11For this is what the Lord has said: The sword of
the king of Babylon will come on you. 12 I will let the swords of the strong be
the cause of the fall of your people; all of themmen to be feared among the
nations: and they will make waste the pride of Egypt, and all its people will
come to destruction. 13And I will put an end to all her beasts which are by
the great waters, and theywill never again be troubled by the foot ofman or
by the feet of beasts. 14 Then I will make their waters clear and their rivers
will be flowing like oil, says the Lord. 15When I make Egypt an unpeopled
waste, cutting off from the land all the things in it; when I send punishment
on all those living in it, then itwill be clear to them that I am theLord. 16 It is a
song of grief, andpeoplewill give voice to it, the daughters of thenationswill
give voice to it, even for Egypt and all her people, says the Lord. 17And in the
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twelfth year, on the fifteenth day of themonth, the word of the Lord came to
me, saying, 18 Son of man, let your voice be loud in sorrow for the people of
Egypt and send themdown, even you and the daughters of the nations; I will
send them down into the lowest parts of the earth, with those who go down
into the underworld. 19Are youmore beautiful than any? go down, and take
your rest among thosewithout circumcision, 20Among thosewho have been
put to the sword: they will give a resting-place with them to all their people.
21The strong among the great oneswill say to him from the underworld, Are
youmore beautiful than any? go down, you and your helpers, and take your
rest among those without circumcision, and those who have been put to the
sword. 22 There is Asshur and all her army, round about her last resting-
place: all of them put to death by the sword: 23Whose resting-places are in
the inmost parts of the underworld, who were a cause of fear in the land of
the living. 24 There is Elam and all her people, round about her last resting-
place: all of them put to death by the sword, who have gone down without
circumcision into the lowest parts of the earth, who were a cause of fear in
the land of the living, and are put to shame with those who go down to the
underworld: 25 They have made a bed for her among the dead, and all her
people are round about her resting-place: all of themwithout circumcision,
put to death with the sword; for they were a cause of fear in the land of the
living, and are put to shame with those who go down to the underworld:
they have been given a place among those who have been put to the sword.
26There is Meshech, Tubal, and all her people, round about her last resting-
place: all of them without circumcision, put to death by the sword; for they
were a cause of fear in the land of the living. 27 And they have been put to
restwith thefightingmenwho came to their end in days long past, whowent
down to the underworldwith their instruments of war, placing their swords
under their heads, and their body-covers are over their bones; for their
strengthwas a cause of fear in the landof the living. 28But youwill have your
bedamong thosewithout circumcision, andwill beput to restwith thosewho
have been put to death with the sword. 29 There is Edom, her kings and all
her princes, who have been given a resting-place with those who were put
to the sword: they will be resting among those without circumcision, even
with those who go down to the underworld. 30 There are the chiefs of the
north, all of them, and all the Zidonians, who have gone down with those
who have been put to the sword: they are shamed on account of all the fear
causedby their strength; theyare resting therewithout circumcision, among
those who have been put to the sword, and are put to shamewith those who
go down to the underworld. 31 Pharaoh will see them and be comforted on
account of all his people: even Pharaoh and all his army, put to death by the
sword, says the Lord. 32 For he put his fear in the land of the living: and he
will be put to rest among those without circumcision, with those who have
been put to death with the sword, even Pharaoh and all his people, says the
Lord.

33
1And theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 2Son ofman, give aword to

the children of your people, and say to them, When I make the sword come
on a land, if the people of the land take a man from among their number
and make him their watchman: 3 If, when he sees the sword coming on the
land, by sounding the horn he gives the people news of their danger; 4Then
anyone who, hearing the sound of the horn, does not take note of it, will
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himself be responsible for his death, if the sword comes and takes him away.
5 On hearing the sound of the horn, he did not take note; his blood will be
on him; for if he had taken note his life would have been safe. 6 But if the
watchman sees the sword coming, and does not give a note on the horn, and
the people have no word of the danger, and the sword comes and takes any
person from among them; he will be taken away in his sin, but I will make
the watchman responsible for his blood. 7 So you, son of man, I have made
youawatchman for the childrenof Israel; andyouare to give ear to theword
of my mouth and give them news from me of their danger. 8When I say to
the evil-doer, Deathwill certainly overtake you; and you saynothing tomake
clear to the evil-doer the danger of hisway; deathwill overtake that evilman
in his evil-doing, but I will make you responsible for his blood. 9 But if you
make clear to the evil-doer the danger of his way for the purpose of turning
him from it, and he is not turned from his way, death will overtake him in
his evil-doing, but your life will be safe. 10 And you, son of man, say to the
children of Israel, You say, Our wrongdoing and our sins are on us and we
are wasting away in them; how then may we have life? 11 Say to them, By
my life, says the Lord, I have no pleasure in the death of the evil-doer; it is
more pleasing to me if he is turned from his way and has life: be turned,
be turned from your evil ways; why are you looking for death, O children
of Israel? 12 And you, son of man, say to the children of your people, The
righteousness of the uprightmanwill not make him safe in the daywhen he
does wrong; and the evil-doing of the evil man will not be the cause of his
fall in the day when he is turned from his evil-doing; and the upright man
will not have life because of his righteousness in the day when he does evil.
13When I say to the upright that life will certainly be his; if he puts his faith
in his righteousness and does evil, not one of his upright acts will be kept in
memory; but in the evil he has done, death will overtake him. 14And when
I say to the evil-doer, Death will certainly be your fate; if he is turned from
his sin and does what is ordered and right; 15 If the evil-doer lets one who is
in his debt have backwhat is his, and gives backwhat he had taken by force,
and is guidedby the rules of life, doingno evil; lifewill certainly be his, death
will not overtake him. 16Not one of the sinswhich he has donewill be kept in
mind against him: he has done what is ordered and right, life will certainly
behis. 17But the childrenof yourpeople say, Thewayof theLord isnot equal:
when it is they whose way is not equal. 18When the upright man, turning
away from his righteousness, does evil, death will overtake him in it. 19And
when the evil man, turning away from his evil-doing, does what is ordered
and right, he will get life by it. 20 And still you say, The way of the Lord is
not equal. O children of Israel, I will be your judge, giving to everyone the
reward of hisways. 21Now in the twelfth year afterwe had been taken away
prisoners, in the tenthmonth, on the fifth day of themonth, onewho had got
away in flight from Jerusalem came tome, saying, The town has been taken.
22Now the hand of the Lord had been onme in the evening, before the man
who had got away came to me; and he made my mouth open, ready for his
coming to me in the morning; and my mouth was open and I was no longer
without voice. 23And theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 24Son ofman,
those who are living in these waste places in the land of Israel say, Abraham
was but one, and he had land for his heritage: but we are a great number;
the land is given to us for our heritage. 25 For this cause say to them, This
is what the Lord has said: You take your meat with the blood, your eyes are
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lifted up to your images, and you are takers of life: are you to have the land
for your heritage? 26 You put your faith in your swords, you do disgusting
things, everyone takeshisneighbour'swife: areyou tohave the land foryour
heritage? 27This iswhat you are to say to them: The Lordhas said, Bymy life,
truly, those who are in the waste places will be put to the sword, and him
who is in the open field I will give to the beasts for their food, and those who
are in the strong places and in holes in the rocks will come to their death by
disease. 28And I will make the land a waste and a cause of wonder, and the
pride of her strengthwill come to an end; and themountains of Israelwill be
made waste so that no one will go through. 29Then they will be certain that
I am the Lord, when I have made the land a waste and a cause of wonder,
because of all the disgusting things which they have done, 30And as for you,
son ofman, the children of your people are talking together about you by the
walls and in the doorways of the houses, saying to one another, Come now,
give ear to the word which comes from the Lord. 31 And they come to you
as my people come, and are seated before you as my people, hearing your
words but doing them not: for deceit is in their mouth and their heart goes
after profit for themselves. 32And truly you are to them like a love song by
onewho has a very pleasing voice and is an expert player on an instrument:
for they give ear to your words but do them not. 33 And when this comes
about (see, it is coming), then it will be clear to them that a prophet has been
among them.

34
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, be a prophet

against the keepers of the flock of Israel, and say to them, O keepers of the
sheep! this is the word of the Lord: A curse is on the keepers of the flock of
Israel who take the food for themselves! is it not right for the keepers to give
the food to the sheep? 3You take themilk and are clothedwith thewool, you
put the fat beasts to death, but you give the sheep no food. 4 You have not
made the diseased ones strong ormadewell thatwhichwas ill; you have not
put bands on the broken or got back thatwhich had been sent away ormade
search for the wandering ones; and the strong you have been ruling cruelly.
5And they were wandering in every direction because there was no keeper:
and they became food for all the beasts of the field. 6 And my sheep went
out of the way, wandering through all themountains and on every high hill:
my sheep went here and there over all the face of the earth; and no one was
troubled about themorwent in search of them. 7For this cause, O keepers of
the flock, give ear to the word of the Lord: 8By my life, says the Lord, truly,
because my sheep have been taken away, andmy sheep became food for all
the beasts of the field, because there was no keeper, and my keepers did not
go in search of the sheep, but the keepers took food for themselves and gave
my sheep no food; 9 For this reason, O you keepers of the flock, give ear to
the word of the Lord; 10 This is what the Lord has said: See I am against the
keepers of the flock, and I will make search and see what they have done
with my sheep, and will let them be keepers of my sheep no longer; and the
keepers will no longer get food for themselves; I will take my sheep out of
their mouths so that they may not be food for them. 11 For this is what the
Lord has said: Truly, I, even I, will go searching and looking for my sheep.
12As the keeper goes looking for his flock when he is among his wandering
sheep, so I will go looking for my sheep, and will get them safely out of all
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the places where they have been sent wandering in the day of clouds and
black night. 13 And I will take them out from among the peoples, and get
them together from the countries, and will take them into their land; and
I will give them food on the mountains of Israel by the water-streams and
wherever men are living in the country. 14 I will give them good grass-land
for their food, and their safe place will be themountains of the high place of
Israel: there they will take their rest in a good place, and on fat grass-land
theywill take their food on themountains of Israel. 15 I myself will give food
to my flock, and I will give them rest, says the Lord. 16 I will go in search of
that which had gone wandering from the way, and will get back that which
had been sent in flight, and will put bands on that which was broken, and
give strength to that which was ill: but the fat and the strong I will give up
to destruction; I will give them for their food the punishmentwhich is theirs
by right. 17 And as for you, O my flock, says the Lord, truly, I will be judge
between sheep and sheep, the he-sheep and the he-goats. 18Does it seem a
small thing to you to have taken your food on good grass-land while the rest
of your grass-land is stamped downunder your feet? and that after drinking
fromclearwatersyoumake the rest of thewatersdirtywithyour feet? 19And
as for my sheep, their food is the grass which has been stamped on by your
feet, and their drink thewaterwhichhas beenmadedirty by your feet. 20For
this reason the Lord has said to them, Truly, I, even I, will be judge between
the fat sheep and the thin sheep. 21Because youhave been pushingwith side
and leg, pushing the diseased with your horns till they were sent away in
every direction; 22 I willmakemyflock safe, and theywill no longer be taken
away, and I will be judge between sheep and sheep. 23 And I will put over
them one keeper, and hewill give them food, evenmy servant David; hewill
give them food and be their keeper. 24And I the Lord will be their God and
my servant David their ruler; I the Lord have said it. 25And I will make with
themanagreementof peace, andwill put anend to evil beasts throughall the
land: and they will be living safely in the waste land, sleeping in the woods.
26And I will give the rain at the right time, and I will make the shower come
down at the right time; there will be showers of blessing. 27And the tree of
the field will give its fruit and the earth will give its increase, and they will
be safe in their land; and theywill be certain that I am the Lord, when I have
had theiryokebrokenandhavegiven themsalvation fromthehandsof those
who made them servants. 28And their goods will no longer be taken by the
nations, and they will not again be food for the beasts of the earth; but they
will be living safely and no one will be a cause of fear to them. 29And I will
give them planting-places of peace, and they will no longer be wasted from
need of food or put to shame by the nations. 30And theywill be certain that I
the Lord their God amwith them, and that they, the children of Israel, aremy
people, says the Lord. 31And you aremy sheep, the sheep of my grass-lands,
and I am your God, says the Lord.

35
1Then theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 2Son ofman, let your face

be turned to Mount Seir, and be a prophet against it, 3 And say to it, This is
what the Lord has said: See, I am against you, O Mount Seir, and my hand
will be stretched out against you, and I will make you a waste and a cause
for wonder. 4 I will make your towns unpeopled and you will be a waste;
and you will be certain that I am the Lord. 5Because yours has been a hate
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without end, and you have given up the children of Israel to the power of the
sword in the time of their trouble, in the time of the punishment of the end:
6 For this cause, by my life, says the Lord, because you have been sinning
through blood, blood will come after you. 7 And I will make Mount Seir a
cause for wonder and a waste, cutting off from it all comings and goings. 8 I
will make his mountains full of those who have been put to death; in your
valleys and in all your water-streams men will be falling by the sword. 9 I
will make you waste for ever, and your towns will be unpeopled: and you
will be certain that I am the Lord. 10Because you have said, The two nations
and the two countries are to bemine, andwewill take them for our heritage;
though the Lord was there: 11 For this cause, by my life, says the Lord, I will
do to you as you have done in your wrath and in your envy, which you have
made clear in your hate for them; and I will make clear to you who I am
when you are judged by me. 12 And you will see that I the Lord have had
knowledge of all the bitter thingswhich youhave said against themountains
of Israel, saying, They have been made waste, they are given to us to take
for our heritage. 13 And you have made yourselves great against me with
yourmouths, increasing yourwords against me; and it has come tomy ears.
14This is what the Lord has said: Because youwere glad over my landwhen
it was a waste, so will I do to you: 15You will become a waste, O Mount Seir,
and all Edom, even all of it: and you will be certain that I am the Lord.

36
1 And you, son of man, be a prophet about the mountains of Israel, and

say, You mountains of Israel, give ear to the word of the Lord: 2This is what
the Lord has said: Because your hater has said against you, Aha! and, The
old waste places are our heritage, we have taken them: 3 For this cause be
a prophet, and say, This is what the Lord has said: Because, even because
they have been glad over you and put you to shame on every side, because
you have become a heritage for the rest of the nations, and you are taken
up on the lips of talkers and in the evil talk of the people: 4 For this reason,
you mountains of Israel, give ear to the word of the Lord; this is what the
Lord has said to the mountains and to the hills, to the streams and to the
valleys, to the unpeopled wastes and to the towns where no one is living,
from which the goods have been taken and which have been put to shame
by the rest of the nations who are round about: 5 For this cause the Lord
has said: Truly, in the heat of my bitter feeling I have said things against
the rest of the nations and against all Edom, who have taken my land as a
heritage for themselves with the joy of all their heart, and with bitter envy
of soul have made attacks on it: 6For this cause be a prophet about the land
of Israel, and say to the mountains and to the hills, to the streams and to the
valleys, This is what the Lord has said: Truly, in my bitter feeling and in my
wrath I have said these things, because youhaveundergone the shameof the
nations: 7For this cause the Lord has said, See, I have taken an oath that the
nations which are round about you are themselves to undergo the shame
which they have put on you. 8 But you, O mountains of Israel, will put out
your branches and give your fruit to my people Israel; for they are ready to
come. 9 For truly I am for you, and I will be turned to you, and you will be
ploughed and planted: 10 And I will let your numbers be increased, all the
children of Israel, even all of them: and the towns will be peopled and the
waste places will have buildings; 11Man and beast will be increased in you,
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and they will have offspring and be fertile: I will make you thickly peopled
as you were before, and will do more for you than at the first: and you will
be certain that I am the Lord. 12Yes, I will have you walked on by the feet of
men, evenmypeople Israel; theywill have you for a heritage and youwill be
theirs, andneveragainwill you take their children fromthem. 13This iswhat
the Lord has said: Because they say to you, You, O land, are the destruction
of men, causing loss of children to your nation; 14 For this reason you will
no longer take the lives of men and will never again be the cause of loss of
children to your nation, says the Lord. 15 And I will not let the shaming of
the nations come to your ears, and no longer will you be looked down on by
the peoples, says the Lord. 16Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying,
17Sonofman,when thechildrenof Israelwere living in their land, theymade
it unclean by their way and their acts: their way before me was as when a
woman is unclean at the time when she is kept separate. 18 So I let loose my
wrath on them because of thosewhom they had violently put to death in the
land, and because they hadmade it unclean with their images: 19And I sent
them in flight among the nations and wandering through the countries: I
was their judge, rewarding them for their way and their acts. 20And when
they cameamong thenations,wherever theywent, theymademyholyname
unclean,when itwas saidof them, These are thepeople of theLordwhohave
gone out fromhis land. 21But I hadpity formyholy namewhich the children
of Israel had made unclean wherever they went. 22 For this cause say to the
children of Israel, This iswhat the Lordhas said: I amdoing this, not because
of you, O children of Israel, but because of my holy name, which you have
madeuncleanamong thenationswhereveryouwent. 23AndIwillmakeholy
my great namewhich has beenmade unclean among the nations, which you
havemade unclean among them; and it will be clear to the nations that I am
the Lord, says the Lord, when I make myself holy in you before their eyes.
24For I will take you out from among the nations, and get you together from
all the countries, and take you into your land. 25And I will put clean water
on you so that you may be clean: from all your unclean ways and from all
your images Iwillmake you clean. 26And Iwill give you a newheart and put
a new spirit in you: I will take away the heart of stone from your flesh, and
give you a heart of flesh. 27And I will put my spirit in you, causing you to be
guided bymy rules, and youwill keepmy orders and do them. 28So that you
may go on living in the land which I gave to your fathers; and you will be to
me a people, and I will be to you a God. 29And I will make you free from all
your uncleanways: and atmyvoice the grainwill comeupandbe increased,
and I will not let you be short of food. 30And I will make the tree give more
fruit and the field fuller produce, and no longer will you be shamed among
thenations forneedof food. 31Andat thememoryof your evilways andyour
wrongdoings, you will have bitter hate for yourselves because of your evil-
doings and your disgusting ways, O children of Israel. 32Not because of you
am I doing it, says the Lord; let it be clear to you, and be shamed and made
low because of your ways, O children of Israel. 33 This is what the Lord has
said: In the daywhen Imake you clean from all your evil-doings I will let the
towns be peopled and there will be building on the waste places. 34And the
land which was waste will be farmed, in place of being a waste in the eyes
of everyone who went by. 35 And they will say, This land which was waste
has become like the garden of Eden; and the towns which were unpeopled
and wasted and pulled down are walled and peopled. 36Then the rest of the
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nations round about youwill be certain that I the Lord am the builder of the
places which were pulled down and the planter of that which was waste: I
the Lord have said it, and I will do it. 37 This is what the Lord has said: The
children of Israel will again make prayer to me for this, that I may do it for
them; I will make them increasedwithmen like a flock. 38Like sheep for the
offerings, like the sheep of Jerusalem at her fixed feasts, so the unpeopled
towns will be made full of men: and they will be certain that I am the Lord.

37
1The hand of the Lord had been onme, and he tookme out in the spirit of

theLordandputmedown in themiddleof thevalley; and itwas full of bones;
2Andhemademe go past them round about: and I saw that therewas a very
great number of them on the face of thewide valley, and theywere very dry.
3And he said tome, Son of man, is it possible for these bones to come to life?
And I made answer, and said, It is for you to say, O Lord. 4And again he said
to me, Be a prophet to these bones, and say to them, O you dry bones, give
ear to the word of the Lord. 5 This is what the Lord has said to these bones:
See, I will make breath come into you so that you may come to life; 6And I
will put muscles on you andmake flesh come on you, and put skin over you,
and breath into you, so that you may have life; and you will be certain that
I am the Lord. 7 So I gave the word as I was ordered: and at my words there
was a shaking of the earth, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8And
looking I saw that there were muscles on them and flesh came up, and they
were coveredwith skin: but therewasnobreath in them. 9Andhesaid tome,
Be a prophet to the wind, be a prophet, son of man, and say to the wind, The
Lord has said: Come from the four winds, O wind, breathing on these dead
so that theymay come to life. 10And I gave theword at his orders, and breath
came into them, and they came to life and got up on their feet, a very great
army. 11 Then he said to me, Son of man, these bones are all the children of
Israel: and see, theyare saying, Ourboneshavebecomedryourhope is gone,
we are cut off completely. 12 For this cause be a prophet to them, and say,
This is what the Lord has said: See, I am opening the resting-places of your
dead, and I will make you come up out of your resting-places, O my people;
and I will take you into the land of Israel. 13 And you will be certain that I
am the Lord bymy opening the resting-places of your dead andmaking you
come up out of your resting-places, O my people. 14And I will put my spirit
in you, so that you may come to life, and I will give you a rest in your land:
and youwill be certain that I the Lord have said it and have done it, says the
Lord. 15And theword of the Lord came tome, saying, 16Andyou, son ofman,
take one stick, writing on it, For Judah and for the children of Israel who are
in his company: then take another stick, writing on it, For Joseph, the stick
of Ephraim, and all the children of Israel who are in his company: 17 Then,
joining themone to another, make themone stick, so that theymay be one in
your hand. 18Andwhen the children of your people say to you, Will you not
make clear to us what these things have to do with us? 19 Then say to them,
This is what the Lord has said: See, I am taking the stick of Joseph, which
is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel who are in his company;
and I will put it on the stick of Judah andmake them one stick, and they will
be one in my hand. 20 And the sticks with your writing on them will be in
your hand before their eyes. 21And say to them, These are the words of the
Lord: See, I am taking the children of Israel from among the nations where
they have gone, andwill get them together on every side, and take them into
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their land: 22And I will make them one nation in the land, on themountains
of Israel; and one king will be king over them all: and they will no longer be
twonations, andwill no longerbeparted into twokingdoms: 23And theywill
no longer make themselves unclean with their images or with their hated
things or with any of their sins: but I will give them salvation from all their
turning away in which they have done evil, and will make them clean; and
they will be to me a people, and I will be to them a God. 24And my servant
David will be king over them; and they will all have one keeper: and they
will be guided bymy orders andwill keepmy rules and do them. 25And they
will be living in the land which I gave to Jacob, my servant, in which your
fathers were living; and they will go on living there, they and their children
and their children's children, for ever: and David, my servant, will be their
ruler for ever. 26And Iwill make an agreement of peacewith them: it will be
an eternal agreement with them: and I will have mercy on them and make
their numbers great, andwill putmy holy place among them for ever. 27And
my House will be over them; and I will be to them a God, and they will be to
me a people. 28And the nations will be certain that I who make Israel holy
am the Lord, whenmy holy place is among them for ever.

38
1And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 Son of man, let your face

be turned against Gog, of the land ofMagog, the ruler of Rosh, Meshech, and
Tubal, and be a prophet against him, 3 And say, This is what the Lord has
said: See, I am against you, O Gog, ruler of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal: 4And
turning you round, I will put hooks in your mouth and make you come out
with all your army, horses and horsemen, all of them in full war-dress, a
great forcewith breastplate and body-cover, all of them armedwith swords:
5 Persia, Cush, and Put with them; all of them with body-cover and metal
head-dress: 6Gomer andall her forces; the people of Togarmah in the inmost
parts of the north, with all his forces: a great number of peoples with you.
7 Be ready, make yourself ready, you and all the forces who are with you,
and be ready for my orders. 8After a long time you will get your orders: in
the last years you will come into the land which has been given back from
the sword, which has been got together out of a great number of peoples,
on the mountains of Israel which have ever been a waste: but it has been
taken out from the peoples and they will be living, all of them, without fear
of danger. 9And you will go up, you will come like a storm, you will be like
a cloud covering the land, you and all your forces, and a great number of
peoples with you. 10 This is what the Lord has said: In that day it will come
about that things will come into your mind, and you will have thoughts of
an evil design: 11And you will say, I will go up to the land of small unwalled
towns; I will go to those who are quiet, living, all of them, without fear of
danger,withoutwalls or locks or doors: 12To take their property by force and
go off with their goods; turning your hand against the waste places which
now are peopled, and against the people who have been got together out of
the nations, who have got cattle and goods for themselves, who are living in
the middle of the earth. 13 Sheba, and Dedan and her traders, Tarshish with
all her traders, will say to you, Have you come to take our goods? have you
got your armies together to take away our property by force? to take away
silver andgold, cattle andgoods, to gooffwith greatwealth? 14For this cause,
son of man, be a prophet and say to Gog, These are the words of the Lord: In
that day, when my people Israel are living without fear of danger, will you
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not be moved against them? 15 And you will come from your place in the
inmost parts of the north, you and a great number of peoples with you, all
of them on horseback, a great force and a strong army: 16And youwill come
up against my people Israel, like a cloud covering the land; and it will come
about, in the last days, that I will make you come againstmy land, so that the
nations may have knowledge of me when I make myself holy in you, O Gog,
before their eyes. 17 This is what the Lord has said: You are he of whom I
gave themword in earlier times bymy servants, the prophets of Israel, who
in those days went on saying, year after year, that I would make you come
up against them. 18And it will come about in that day, when Gog comes up
against the land of Israel, says the Lord, thatmywrathwill come up, andmy
passion andmybitter feeling. 19For in the fire ofmywrath I have said, Truly,
in that day therewill be a great shaking in the landof Israel; 20So that thefish
of the sea and the birds of heaven and the beasts of the field and everything
moving on the earth, and all the men who are on the face of the earth, will
be shaking before me, and the mountains will be overturned and the high
places will come down, and every wall will come falling down to the earth.
21And Iwill send to allmymountains for a sword against him, says the Lord:
everyman's swordwill be against his brother. 22And I will take upmy cause
against him with disease and with blood; and I will send down on him and
on his forces and on the peoples who are with him, an overflowing shower
and great ice-drops, fire, and burning. 23And Iwillmakemyname great and
make myself holy, and I will make myself clear to a number of nations; and
they will be certain that I am the Lord.

39
1 And you, son of man, be a prophet against Gog, and say, These are the

words of the Lord: See, I am against you, O Gog, ruler of Rosh, Meshech, and
Tubal: 2And turning you round, I will be your guide, andmake you come up
from the inmost parts of thenorth; Iwillmake you comeon to themountains
of Israel: 3 And with a blow I will send your bow out of your left hand and
your arrows falling from your right hand. 4On the mountains of Israel you
will come down, you and all your forces and the peoples who are with you:
I will give you to cruel birds of every sort and to the beasts of the field to be
their food. 5Youwill come down in the open field: for I have said it, says the
Lord. 6 And I will send a fire on Magog, and on those who are living in the
sea-lands without fear: and they will be certain that I am the Lord. 7And I
will make clear my holy name among my people Israel; I will no longer let
myholy namebemade unclean: and the nationswill be certain that I am the
Lord, the Holy One in Israel. 8 See, it is coming and it will be done, says the
Lord; this is the day of which I have given word. 9And those who are living
in the towns of Israel will go out and make fires of the instruments of war,
burning the body-covers and the breastplates, the bows and the arrows and
the sticks and the spears, and for seven years they will make fires of them:
10 And they will take no wood out of the field or have any cut down in the
woods; for theywillmake their fires of the instruments ofwar: and theywill
take by force the property of those who took their property, and go off with
the goods of those who took their goods, says the Lord. 11 And it will come
about in those days, that I will give to Gog a last resting-place there in Israel,
in the valley of Abarim on the east of the sea: and those who go throughwill
be stopped: and there Gog and all his peoplewill be put to rest, and the place
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will be named, The valley of Hamon-gog. 12And the children of Israel will be
sevenmonths putting them in the earth, so as tomake the land clean. 13And
all the people of the land will put them in the earth; and it will be to their
honour in the daywhen I letmy glory be seen, says the Lord. 14And theywill
put on one side men to do no other work but to go through the land and put
in the earth the rest of those who are still on the face of the land, to make
it clean: after seven months are ended they are to make a search. 15 And
while they go through the land, if anyone sees a man's bone, he is to put up
a sign by the place till those who are doing the work have put it in the earth
in the valley of Hamon-gog. 16And there they will put all the army of Gog in
the earth. So they will make the land clean. 17And you, son of man, this is
what the Lord has said: Say to the birds of every sort and to all the beasts of
the field, Get together and come; come together on every side to the offering
which I am putting to death for you, a great offering on the mountains of
Israel, so that you may have flesh for your food and blood for your drink.
18 The flesh of the men of war will be your food, and your drink the blood
of the princes of the earth, of sheep and lambs, of he-goats, of oxen, all of
them fat beasts of Bashan. 19Youwill go on feasting on the fat till you are full,
and drinking the blood till you are overcome with it, of my offering which I
have put to death for you. 20At my table you will have food in full measure,
horses and war-carriages, great men and all the men of war, says the Lord.
21And I will put my glory among the nations, and all the nations will see my
punishments which I have put into effect, andmy hand which I have put on
them. 22So the children of Israel will be certain that I am the Lord their God,
from that day and for the future. 23And it will be clear to the nations that the
children of Israel were taken away prisoners for their evil-doing; because
they did wrong against me, and my face was covered from them: so I gave
them up into the hands of their attackers, and they all came to their end by
the sword. 24 In the measure of their unclean ways and their sins, so I did to
them; and I kept my face covered from them. 25 For this cause the Lord has
said, Now I will let the fate of Jacob be changed, and I will have mercy on
all the children of Israel, and will take care of the honour of my holy name.
26And theywill be conscious of their shame and of all the wrongwhich they
have done against me, when they are living in their land with no sense of
danger and with no one to be a cause of fear to them; 27When I have taken
themback from among the peoples and got them together out of the lands of
their haters, and have made myself holy in them before the eyes of a great
number of nations. 28And they will be certain that I am the Lord their God,
because I sent them away as prisoners among the nations, and have taken
them together back to their land; and I have not let one of them be there any
longer. 29And my face will no longer be covered from them: for I have sent
the out-flowing of my spirit on the children of Israel, says the Lord.

40
1 In the twenty-fifth year after we had been taken away prisoners, in the

first month of the year, on the tenth day of themonth, in the fourteenth year
after the townwas taken, on the very same day, the hand of the Lordwas on
me, and he took me there. 2 In the visions of God he took me into the land
of Israel, and put me down on a very high mountain, on which there was,
as it seemed, a building like a town opposite me. 3He took me there, and I
saw aman, looking like brass, with a linen cord in his hand and ameasuring
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rod: and he was stationed in the doorway. 4And the man said to me, Son of
man, see with your eyes and give hearing with your ears, and take to heart
everything I amgoing to let you see; for in order that Imight let you see them,
you have come here: and give an account of all you see to the children of
Israel. 5And there was a wall on the outside of the house all round, and in
the man's hand there was a measuring rod six cubits long by a cubit and a
hand'smeasure: sohe took themeasure of thebuilding fromside to side, one
rod; and frombase to top, one rod. 6Then he came to the doorway looking to
the east, and went up by its steps; and he took the measure of the doorstep,
one rod wide. 7And the watchmen's rooms were one rod long and one rod
wide; and the space between the rooms was five cubits; the doorstep of the
doorway, by the covered way of the doorway inside, was one rod. 8And he
took the measure of the covered way of the doorway inside, 9 Eight cubits;
and its uprights, two cubits; the covered way of the doorway was inside.
10And the roomsof the doorwayon the eastwere three on this side and three
on that; all three were of the same size; and the uprights on this side and
on that were of the same size. 11And he took the measure of the opening of
the doorway, ten cubits wide; and the way down the doorway was thirteen
cubits; 12And the space in front of the rooms, a cubit on this side and a cubit
on that side; and the rooms six cubits on this side and six cubits on that.
13 And he took the measure of the doorway from the back of one room to
the back of the other, twenty-five cubits across, from door to door. 14 And
he took the measure of the covered way, twenty cubits; and opening from
the covered way of the doorway was the open square round about. 15 And
from before the opening of the doorway to before the inner covered way of
thedoorwaywasfifty cubits. 16And the roomsand theiruprightshad sloping
windows inside thedoorwayall round, and in the sameway the coveredway
hadwindows all round on the inside: and on every upright therewere palm-
trees. 17 Then he took me into the outer square, and there were rooms and
a stone floor made for the open square all round: there were thirty rooms
on the stone floor. 18 And the stone floor was by the side of the doorways,
and was as wide as the doorways were long, even the lower floor. 19 Then
he took the measure of the square across, from before the lower doorway
inside to before the inner doorway outside, one hundred cubits. And he took
me in the direction of the north, 20 And there was a doorway to the outer
square, looking to the north; and he took the measure of it to see how wide
and how long it was. 21 And it had three rooms on this side of it and three
on that; its uprights and its covered ways were the same size as those of the
first doorway: it was fifty cubits long and twenty-five cubits wide. 22And its
windows, and the windows of its coveredways, and its palm-trees, were the
same as those of the doorway looking to the east; and therewere seven steps
up to it; and the covered way went inside. 23 And there was a doorway to
the inner square opposite the doorway on the north, like the doorway on the
east; and he took the measure from doorway to doorway, a hundred cubits.
24 And he took me to the south, and I saw a doorway looking to the south:
and he took the measure of its rooms and its uprights and its covered ways
by these measures. 25And there were windows in it and in the covered way
all round, like the other windows: it was fifty cubits long and twenty-five
cubits wide. 26And therewere seven steps up to it, and its coveredwaywent
inside: and it hadpalm-trees, oneon this sideandoneon that, on its uprights.
27 And there was a doorway to the inner square looking to the south: he
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took the measure from doorway to doorway to the south, a hundred cubits.
28 Then he took me to the inner square by the south doorway: and he took
the measure of the south doorway by these measures; 29 And the rooms in
it and the uprights and the covered ways, by these measures: 30 And there
were windows in it and in the coveredway all round: it was fifty cubits long
and twenty-five cubits wide. 31The covered way was on the side nearest the
outer square; and there were palm-trees on the uprights: and there were
eight steps going up to it. 32And he took me into the inner square facing the
east: and he took the measure of the doorway by these measures; 33And of
the rooms in it and its uprights and its coveredways, by thesemeasures: and
there were windows in it and in the covered way round about: it was fifty
cubits long and twenty-five cubits wide. 34And the covered way was on the
side nearest the outer square; therewere palm-trees on the uprights, on this
side and on that: and there were eight steps going up to it. 35 And he took
me to the north doorway: and he took the measure of it by these measures;
36 Its rooms, its uprights, and its covered way had the same measures, and
its covered way had windows all round: it was fifty cubits long and twenty-
five cubits wide. 37 Its uprights were on the side nearest to the outer square;
there were palm-trees on the uprights, on this side and on that: and there
were eight steps going up to it. 38And there was a room with a door in the
coveredway of the doorway, where the burned offeringwaswashed. 39And
in the coveredwayof thedoorway therewere two tables on this side and two
tables on that side, onwhich theburnedoffering and the sin-offering and the
offering for errorwere put to death: 40On the outer side, to the north, as one
goes up to the opening of the doorway, were two tables. 41 There were four
tables on one side and four tables on the other, by the side of the doorway;
eight tables, on which they put to death the beasts for the offerings. 42And
there were four tables for the burned offering, made of cut stone, one and
a half cubits long, one and a half cubits wide and a cubit high, where the
instruments were placed which were used for putting to death the burned
offering and the beasts for the offerings. 43 And they had edges all round
as wide as a man's hand: and on the tables was the flesh of the offerings.
44 And he took me into the inner square, and there were two rooms in the
inner square, one at the side of the north doorway, facing south; and one at
the side of the south doorway, facing north. 45And he said to me, This room,
facing south, is for the priests who have the care of the house. 46 And the
room facing north is for the priests who have the care of the altar: these are
the sons of Zadok, who, from among the sons of Levi, come near to the Lord
to do thework of his house. 47And he took themeasure of the open square, a
hundred cubits long and a hundred cubits wide, being square; and the altar
was in front of the house. 48Then he took me to the covered way before the
house, and took the measure of its uprights, five cubits on one side and five
cubits on the other: and the doorwaywas fourteen cubitswide; and the side-
walls of the doorway were three cubits on one side and three cubits on the
other. 49 The covered way was twenty cubits long and twelve cubits wide,
and they went up to it by ten steps; and there were pillars by the uprights,
one on one side and one on the other.

41
1And he took me to the Temple, and took the measure of the uprights, six

cubits wide on one side and six cubits wide on the other. 2 And the door-
opening was ten cubits wide; and the side walls of the door-opening were
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five cubits on one side and five cubits on the other: and it was forty cubits
long and twenty cubits wide. 3 And he went inside and took the measure
of the uprights of the door-opening, two cubits: and the door-opening, six
cubits; and the side-walls of the door-opening were seven cubits on one side
and seven cubits on the other. 4 And by his measure it was twenty cubits
long and twenty cubits wide in front of the Temple: and he said to me, This
is the most holy place. 5 Then he took the measure of the wall of the house,
which was six cubits; and of the side-rooms round the house, which were
four cubits wide. 6 And the side-rooms, room over room, were three times
thirty; there were inlets in the wall of the house for the side-rooms round
about, for supports in the wall of the house. 7The side-rooms became wider
as theywent higher up the house, by the amount of the space let into thewall
uproundabout thehouse, becauseof the inlets in thehouse; andonewentup
fromthe lowestfloorby steps to themiddle, and fromthemiddle to theupper
floor. 8And I saw that the house had a stone floor all round; the bases of the
side-rooms were a full rod of six great cubits high. 9 The wall supporting
the side-rooms on the outside was five cubits thick: and there was a free
space of five cubits between the side-rooms of the house. 10 And between
the rooms was a space twenty cubits wide all round the house. 11 And the
free space had doors opening from the side-rooms, one door on the north
and one door on the south: and the free spacewas five cubitswide all round.
12And the buildingwhichwas in front of the separate place at the side to the
west was seventy cubits wide; the wall of the building was five cubits thick
all round and ninety cubits long. 13And he took the measure of the house;
it was a hundred cubits long; and the separate place and the building with
its walls was a hundred cubits long; 14And the east front of the house and of
the separate place was a hundred cubits wide. 15And he took the measure
of the building in front of the separate place which was at the back of it, and
the pillared walks on one side and on the other side; they were a hundred
cubits long; and the Temple and the inner part and its outer covered way
were covered in; 16 And the sloping windows and the covered ways round
all three of themwere of shakiph-wood all round from the level of the earth
up to thewindows; 17And therewas a roof over thedoorwayandas far as the
inner house, and to the outside and on thewall all round, inside and outside.
18 And it had pictured forms of winged beings and palm-trees; a palm-tree
between two winged ones, and every winged one had two faces; 19 So that
there was the face of a man turned to the palm-tree on one side, and the
face of a young lion on the other side: so it was made all round the house.
20 From earth level up to the windows there were winged ones and palm-
trees pictured on the wall. 21 ... 22 The altar was made of wood, and was
three cubits high and two cubits long; it had angles, and its base and sides
were of wood; and he said to me, This is the table which is before the Lord.
23 The Temple had two doors. 24And the holy place had two doors, and the
doors had two turning leaves, two for one and two for the other. 25And on
themwere pictured winged ones and palm-trees, as on the walls; and a ... of
woodwas on the front of the coveredway outside. 26And therewere sloping
windows and palm-trees on one side and on the other, on the sides of the
covered way: and the side-rooms of the house and the ...

42
1 And he took me out into the inner square in the direction of the north:

and he took me into the rooms which were opposite the separate place and
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opposite thebuilding to thenorth. 2On thenorth side itwas ahundred cubits
long and fifty cubits wide, 3Opposite the space of twenty cubits which was
part of the inner square, and opposite the stone floor of the outer square.
There were covered ways facing one another on the third floor. 4 And in
frontof the roomswasawalk, tencubitswideandahundredcubits long; and
their doors were facing north. 5And the higher rooms were shorter: for the
coveredways tookupmorespace fromthese than fromthe lowerandmiddle
rooms. 6For theywere on three floors, and they hadnopillars like the pillars
of the outer square; so the highest was narrower than the lowest andmiddle
floors from the earth level. 7 And the wall which went outside by the side
of the rooms, in the direction of the outer square in front of the rooms, was
fifty cubits long. 8 For the rooms in the outer square were fifty cubits long:
and in front of theTemplewas a space of ahundred cubits. 9Andunder these
roomswas theway in fromtheeast side, as onegoes into themfromtheouter
square at the head of the outer wall. 10 (And he tookme) to the south, and in
front of the separate place and in front of the building there were rooms.
11And there was a walk in front of them like that by the rooms on the north;
theywere equally long andwide; and theways out of themwere the same in
design and had the same sort of doors. 12And under the rooms on the south
wasadoor at theheadof theouterwall in thedirectionof the east as one goes
in. 13And he said tome, The north rooms and the south rooms in front of the
separateplace are theholy rooms,where thepriestswhocomenear theLord
take themostholy things for their food: there themostholy thingsareplaced,
with themeal offering and the sin-offering and the offering for error; for the
place is holy. 14When the priests go in, they may not go out of the holy place
into the outer square, and there they are to put the robes in which they do
thework of the Lord's house, for they are holy: and they have to put on other
clothing before they come near that which has to do with the people. 15And
when he had come to the end of measuring the inner house, he took me out
to thedoorway looking to the east, and took itsmeasure all round. 16Hewent
roundand took themeasureof it on theeast sidewith themeasuring rod, five
hundred, measured with the rod all round. 17And he went round and took
the measure of it on the north side with the measuring rod, five hundred,
measuredwith the rodall round. 18Andhewent roundand took themeasure
of it on the south side with themeasuring rod, five hundred, measured with
the rod all round. 19 And he went round and took the measure of it on the
west side with the measuring rod, five hundred, measured with the rod all
round. 20He took its measure on the four sides: and it had a wall all round,
five hundred long and five hundred wide, separating what was holy from
what was common.

43
1And he took me to the doorway looking to the east: 2And there was the

glory of the God of Israel coming from theway of the east: and his voice was
like the soundof greatwaters, and the earthwas shiningwithhis glory. 3And
the vision which I saw was like the vision I had seen when he came for the
destruction of the town: and like the visionwhich I saw by the river Chebar;
and I went down onmy face. 4And the glory of the Lord came into the house
by the way of the doorway looking to the east. 5 And the spirit, lifting me
up, took me into the inner square; and I saw that the house was full of the
glory of the Lord. 6And the voice of one talking to me came to my ears from
inside the house; and the man was by my side. 7 And he said to me, Son of
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man, this is the place where the seat of my power is and the resting-place of
my feet, where I will be among the children of Israel for ever: and no longer
will the people of Israel make my holy name unclean, they or their kings,
by their loose ways and by the dead bodies of their kings; 8By putting their
doorstep bymydoorstep, and the pillar of their door by the pillar ofmydoor,
with only a wall between me and them; and they have made my holy name
uncleanby the disgusting thingswhich theyhave done: so inmywrath I sent
destructionon them. 9Nowlet themput their loosewaysand thedeadbodies
of their kings far fromme, and I will be among them for ever. 10You, son of
man, give the children of Israel an account of this house, so that they may
be shamed because of their evil-doing: and let them see the vision of it and
its image. 11And they will be shamed by what they have done; so give them
the knowledge of the formof the house and its structure, and theways out of
it and into it, and all its laws and its rules, writing it down for them: so that
they may keep all its laws and do them. 12 This is the law of the house: On
the top of themountain all the space round it on every sidewill bemost holy.
See, this is the law of the house. 13And these are the measures of the altar
in cubits: (the cubit being a cubit and a hand's measure;) its hollow base is
a cubit high and a cubit wide, and it has an overhanging edge as wide as a
hand-stretch all round it: 14And from the base on the earth level to the lower
shelf, the altar is two cubits high and a cubitwide; and from the smaller shelf
to the greater shelf it is four cubits high and a cubitwide. 15And the fireplace
is four cubits high: and coming up from the fireplace are the horns, a cubit
high. 16And thefireplace is twelve cubits longand twelve cubitswide, square
on its four sides. 17And the shelf is fourteen cubits long and fourteen cubits
wide, on its four sides; the edge round it is half a cubit; the base of it is a cubit
all round, and its steps are facing the east. 18And he said to me, Son of man,
theLordGodhas said, These are the rules for the altar,when theymake it, for
the offering of burnedofferings on it and thedraining out of the blood. 19You
are to give to the priests, the Levites of the seed of Zadok, who come near to
me, says theLordGod, to domywork, a youngox for a sin-offering. 20Youare
to take some of its blood and put it on the four horns and on the four angles
of the shelf and on the edge all round: and you are to make it clean and free
from sin. 21And you are to take the ox of the sin-offering, and have it burned
in the special place ordered for it in the house, outside the holy place. 22And
on the second day you are to have a he-goat without any mark on it offered
for a sin-offering; and they are to make the altar clean as they did with the
young ox. 23And after you havemade it clean, let a young oxwithout amark
be offered, and a male sheep from the flock without a mark. 24And you are
to take them before the Lord, and the priests will put salt on them, offering
them up for a burned offering to the Lord. 25 Every day for seven days you
are to give a goat for a sin-offering: and let them give in addition a young
ox and a male sheep from the flock without any mark on them. 26For seven
days they are to make offerings to take away sin from the altar and to make
it clean; so they are to make it holy. 27 And when these days have come to
an end, then on the eighth day and after, the priests will make your burned
offerings on the altar and your peace-offerings; and I will take pleasure in
you, says the Lord.

44
1And he took me back to the outer doorway of the holy place, looking to
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the east; and it was shut. 2 And the Lord said to me, This doorway is to be
shut, it is not to be open, and no man is to go in by it, because the Lord, the
God of Israel, has gone in by it; and it is to be shut. 3 But the ruler will be
seated there to take his food before the Lord; he will go in by the covered
way to the door, and will come out by the same way. 4 And he took me to
the north doorway in front of the house; and, looking, I saw that the house
of the Lord was full of the glory of the Lord; and I went down on my face.
5 And the Lord said to me, Son of man, take to heart, and let your eyes see
and your ears be open to everything I say to you about all the rules of the
house of the Lord and all its laws; and take note of the ways into the house
and all the ways out of the holy place. 6And say to the uncontrolled children
of Israel, This is what the Lord has said: O you children of Israel, let it be
enough for you, among the disgusting thingswhich you have done, 7To have
letmen fromstrange lands,without circumcision of heart or flesh, come into
my holy place, making my house unclean; and to have made the offering of
my food, even the fat and the blood; and in addition to all your disgusting
ways, youhave letmyagreementbebroken. 8Andyouhavenot takencareof
my holy things; but you have put them as keepers to take care of mywork in
myholy place. 9For this cause theLordhas said, Noman froma strange land,
without circumcisionofheart andflesh, of all thosewhoare livingamong the
children of Israel, is to come intomyholy place. 10But as for the Levites, who
went far fromme, when Israel went out of the right way, turning away from
me to go after their images; their punishmentwill come on them. 11But they
may be caretakers inmy holy place, and overseers at the doors of the house,
doing the work of the house: they will put to death the burned offering and
the beasts offered for the people, and they will take their place before them
as their servants. 12Because they did thiswork for thembefore their images,
and became a cause of sin to the children of Israel; for this cause my hand
has been lifted up against them, says the Lord, and their punishment will be
on them. 13And theywill not comenearme todo theworkof priests tome, or
comenear anyofmyholy things, or the thingswhich aremost holy: but their
shame will be on them, and the punishment for the disgusting things which
they have done. 14But I will make them responsible for the care of the house
and all its work and everything which is done in it. 15But as for the priests,
the sons of Zadok,who took care ofmyholy placewhen the children of Israel
were turned away from me, they are to come near me to do my work, they
will take their places beforeme, offering tome the fat and the blood, says the
Lord; 16 They are to come into my holy place and they are to come near to
my table, to do my work and have the care of my house. 17And when they
come in by the doorways of the inner square, they are to be clothed in linen
robes; there is to be no wool on them while they are doing my work in the
doorway of the inner square and inside the house. 18They are to have linen
head-dresses on their heads and linen trousers on their legs, and they are
to have nothing round them to make their skin wet with heat. 19And when
they go out into the outer square to the people, they are to take off the robes
in which they do the work of priests, and put them away in the holy rooms,
and put on other clothing, so that the people may not be made holy by their
robes. 20 They are not to have all the hair cut off their heads, and they are
not to let their hair get long, but they are to have the ends of their hair cut.
21The priests are not to takewinewhen they go into the inner square. 22And
they are not to take as wives any widow or woman whose husband has put
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her away: but they may take virgins of the seed of Israel, or a widowwho is
thewidowof a priest. 23And they are tomake clear tomypeople the division
between what is holy and what is common, and to give them the knowledge
of what is clean and what is unclean. 24 In any cause, they are to be in the
position of judges, judging in harmony with my decisions: they are to keep
my lawsandmyrules in allmyfixed feasts; and theyare to keepmySabbaths
holy. 25They are not to come near any dead person so as to become unclean:
but for a father or mother or son or daughter or brother or for a sister who
has no husband, they may make themselves unclean. 26 And after he has
beenmade clean, seven days are to be numbered for him. 27And on the day
when he goes into the inner square, to do the work of the holy place, he is to
makehis sin-offering, says theLord. 28And they are to havenoheritage; I am
theirheritage: youare to give themnoproperty in Israel; I am their property.
29 Their food is to be the meal offering and the sin-offering and the offering
for error; and everything given specially to the Lord in Israel will be theirs.
30And the best of all the first-fruits of everything, and every offering which
is lifted up of all your offerings, will be for the priests: and you are to give the
priest the first of your bread-making, so causing a blessing to come on your
house. 31The priestsmay not take for food any bird or beast which has come
to a natural death or whose death has been caused by another animal.

45
1Andwhenyouaremakingadistributionof the land, by thedecisionof the

Lord, foryourheritage, youare tomakeanoffering to theLordofapartof the
land as holy: it is to be twenty-five thousand long and twenty thousandwide:
all the land inside these limits is to be holy. 2Of this, a square five hundred
long and five hundred wide is to be for the holy place, with a space of fifty
cubits all round it. 3And of this measure, let a space be measured, twenty-
five thousand long and ten thousand wide: in it there will be the holy place,
even the most holy. 4 This holy part of the land is to be for the priests, the
servants of the holy place, who come near to the Lord to do his work; it is to
be a place for their houses and for grass-land and for cattle. 5A space of land
twenty-five thousand long and ten thousandwide is to be for the Levites, the
servants of the house, a property for themselves, for towns for their living-
places. 6Andas theproperty for the townyouare tohaveapartfive thousand
wide and twenty-five thousand long, by the side of the offering of the holy
part of the land: this is to be for all the children of Israel. 7And for the ruler
there is to be a part on one side and on the other side of the holy offering
and of the property of the town, in front of the holy offering and in front
of the property of the town on the west of it and on the east: measured in
the same line as one of the parts of the land, from its limit on the west to its
limit on the east of the land. 8And this will be his heritage in Israel: and my
rulers will no longer be cruel masters to my people; but they will give the
land as a heritage to the children of Israel by their tribes. 9 This is what the
Lord has said: Let this be enough for you, O rulers of Israel: let there be an
end of violent behaviour and wasting; do what is right, judging uprightly;
let there be no more driving out of my people, says the Lord. 10Have true
scales and a true ephah and a true bath. 11The ephah and the bath are to be
of the samemeasure, so that the bath is equal to a tenth of a homer, and the
ephah to a tenth of a homer: the unit of measure is to be a homer. 12And the
shekel is to be twenty gerahs: five shekels are five, and ten shekels are ten,



Ezekiel 45:13 846 Ezekiel 46:9

and your maneh is to be fifty shekels 13This is the offering you are to give: a
sixth of an ephah out of a homer of wheat, and a sixth of an ephah out of a
homer of barley; 14And thefixedmeasure of oil is to be a tenth of a bath from
the cor, for ten baths make up the cor; 15And one lamb from the flock out of
every two hundred, from all the families of Israel, for a meal offering and
for a burned offering and for peace-offerings, to take away their sin, says the
Lord. 16All the people are to give this offering to the ruler. 17And the ruler
will be responsible for the burned offering and the meal offering and the
drink offering, at the feasts and the new moons and the Sabbaths, at all the
fixed feasts of the children of Israel: he will give the sin-offering and meal
offering and burned offering and the peace-offerings, to take away the sin of
the children of Israel. 18 This is what the Lord has said: In the first month,
on the first day of the month, you are to take a young ox without any mark
on him, and you are to make the holy place clean. 19And the priest is to take
some of the blood of the sin-offering and put it on the uprights at the sides
of the doors of the house, and on the four angles of the shelf of the altar, and
on the sides of the doorway of the inner square. 20And this you are to do on
the seventh day of themonth for everyonewho is in error and for the feeble-
minded: you are tomake thehouse free fromsin. 21 In thefirstmonth, on the
fourteenth day of the month, you are to have the Passover, a feast of seven
days; unleavened bread is to be your food. 22 And on that day the ruler is
to give for himself and for all the people of the land an ox for a sin-offering.
23 And on the seven days of the feast he is to give a burned offering to the
Lord, seven oxen and seven sheepwithout anymark on them, every day for
seven days; and a he-goat every day for a sin-offering. 24 And he is to give
a meal offering, an ephah for every ox and an ephah for every sheep and a
hin of oil to every ephah. 25 In the seventhmonth, on the fifteenth day of the
month, at the feast, he is to give the same for seven days; the sin-offering, the
burned offering, the meal offering, and the oil as before.

46
1This is what the Lord has said: The doorway of the inner square looking

to the east is to be shut on the six working days; but on the Sabbath it is to
be open, and at the time of the new moon it is to be open. 2 And the ruler
is to go in through the covered way of the outer doorway outside, and take
his place by the pillar of the doorway, and the priests will make his burned
offering and his peace-offerings and he will give worship at the doorstep of
thedoorway; thenhewill goout, and thedoorwillnotbe shut till theevening.
3And the people of the land are to give worship at the door of that doorway
before the Lord on the Sabbaths and at the new moons. 4 And the burned
offering offered to the Lord by the ruler on the Sabbath day is to be six lambs
without a mark on them and a male sheep without a mark; 5And the meal
offering is to be an ephah for the sheep, and for the lambs whatever he is
able to give, and a hin of oil to an ephah. 6And at the time of the newmoon
it is to be a young ox of the herdwithout amark on him, and six lambs and a
male sheep, all without amark: 7And he is to give ameal offering, an ephah
for the ox and an ephah for the sheep, and for the lambswhatever he is able
to give, and a hin of oil to an ephah. 8 And when the ruler comes in, he is
to go in through the covered way of the doorway, and he is to go out by the
sameway. 9Butwhen thepeopleof the landcomebefore theLordat thefixed
feasts, he who comes in by the north doorway to give worship is to go out by
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the southdoorway; andhewho comes in by the southdoorway is to go out by
the north doorway: he is not to come back by the doorway throughwhich he
went in, but is to go straight before him. 10And the ruler, when they come in,
is to come among them, and is to go outwhen they go out. 11At the feasts and
the fixed meetings the meal offerings are to be an ephah for an ox, and an
ephah for a male sheep, and for the lambs whatever he is able to give, and a
hin of oil to an ephah. 12Andwhen the rulermakes a free offering, a burned
offering or a peace-offering freely given to the Lord, the doorway looking to
the east is to be made open for him, and he is to make his burned offering
and his peace-offerings as he does on the Sabbath day: and he will go out;
and the doorwill be shut after he has gone out. 13And you are to give a lamb
a year old without any mark on it for a burned offering to the Lord every
day: morning bymorning you are to give it. 14And you are to give, morning
bymorning, ameal offeringwith it, a sixth of an ephah and a third of a hin of
oil dropped on the best meal; a meal offering offered to the Lord at all times
by an eternal order. 15And they are to give the lamb and the meal offering
and the oil, morning bymorning, for a burned offering at all times. 16This is
what the Lord has said: If the ruler gives a property to any of his sons, it is
his heritage andwill be the property of his sons; it is theirs for their heritage.
17 And if he gives a part of his heritage to one of his servants, it will be his
till the year of making free, and then it will go back to the ruler; for it is his
sons' heritage, and is tobe theirs. 18And the ruler is not to take theheritage of
any of the people, driving them out of their property; he is to give a heritage
to his sons out of the property which is his: so that my people may not be
sent away from their property. 19And he took me through by the way in at
the side of the doorway into the holy rooms which are the priests', looking
to the north: and I saw a place at the side of them to the west. 20And he said
to me, This is the place where the offering for error and the sin-offering are
to be cooked in water by the priests, and where the meal offering is to be
cooked in the oven; so that they may not be taken out into the outer square
to make the people holy. 21 And he took me out into the outer square and
mademe go by the four angles of the square; and I saw that in every angle of
the open square there was a space shut in. 22 In the four angles there were
spaceswalled in, forty cubits long and thirtywide; the fourwere of the same
size. 23 And there was a line of wall all round inside them, round all four,
and boiling-placesweremade under it all round about. 24And he said tome,
These are the boiling-rooms, where the offering of the people is cooked by
the servants of the house.

47
1And he tookme back to the door of the house; and I saw thatwaterswere

flowing out from under the doorstep of the house on the east, for the house
was facing east: and the waters came down from under, from the right side
of the house, on the south side of the altar. 2And he tookme out by the north
doorway, and made me go round to the outside of the doorway looking to
the east; and I saw waters running slowly out on the south side. 3 And the
man went out to the east with the line in his hand, and after measuring a
thousand cubits, he made me go through the waters, which came over my
feet. 4 And again, measuring a thousand cubits, he made me go through
the waters which came up to my knees. Again, measuring a thousand, he
made me go through the waters up to the middle of my body. 5Again, after
his measuring a thousand, it became a river which it was not possible to go
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through: for the waters had become deep enough for swimming, a river it
was not possible to go through. 6 And he said to me, Son of man, have you
seen this? Then he took me to the river's edge. 7And he took me back, and I
saw at the edge of the river a very great number of trees on this side and on
that. 8And he said tome, These waters are flowing out to the east part of the
land and down into the Arabah; and they will go to the sea, and the waters
will be made sweet. 9 And it will come about that every living and moving
thing, wherever their streams come, will have life; and there will be very
muchfishbecause thesewaters have come there andhavebeenmade sweet:
and everything wherever the river comes will have life. 10 And fishermen
will take up their places by it: fromEn-gedi as far as En-eglaimwill be a place
for the stretching out of nets; the fishwill be of every sort, like the fish of the
Great Sea, a very great number. 11 The wet places and the pools will not be
made sweet; they will be given up to salt. 12And by the edge of the river, on
this side andon that, will comeup every tree used for food,whose leaveswill
everbegreenand its fruitwill not come toanend: itwill havenewfruit every
month, because its waters come out from the holy place: the fruit will be for
food and the leafwillmakewell thosewhoare ill. 13This iswhat theLordhas
said: These are the limits bywhich youwill take up your heritage in the land
among the twelve tribes of Israel: Joseph is to have two parts. 14And you are
to make an equal division of it; as I gave my oath to your fathers to give it to
you: for this land is to be your heritage. 15And this is to be the limit of the
land: on the north side, from theGreat Sea, in the direction ofHethlon, as far
as the way into Hamath; 16 To Zedad, Berothah, Sibraim, which is between
the limit of Damascus and the limit of Hazar-hatticon, which is on the limit
of Hauran. 17 And this is the limit from the sea in the direction of Hazar-
enon; and the limit of Damascus is to the north, and on the north is the limit
of Hamath. This is the north side. 18 And the east side will be from Hazar-
enon, which is betweenHauran and Damascus; and between Gilead and the
land of Israel the Jordanwill be the limit, to the east sea, to Tamar. This is the
east side. 19And the south side to the south will be from Tamar as far as the
waters of Meribath-kadesh, to the stream of Egypt, to the Great Sea. This is
the south side, on the south. 20And the west side will be the Great Sea, from
the limit on the south to a point opposite the way into Hamath. This is the
west side. 21 You will make a division of the land among you, tribe by tribe.
22And you are to make a distribution of it, by the decision of the Lord, for a
heritage to you and to the men from other lands who are living among you
and who have children in your land: they will be the same to you as if they
were Israelites by birth, they will have their heritage with you among the
tribes of Israel. 23 In whatever tribe the man from a strange land is living,
there you are to give him his heritage, says the Lord.

48
1Now these are the names of the tribes: from the north end, from thewest

on the way of Hethlon to the way into Hamath, in the direction of Hazar-
enon, with the limit of Damascus to the north, by Hamath; and on the limit
from the east side to the west side: Dan, one part. 2And on the limit of Dan,
from the east side to the west side: Asher, one part. 3 And on the limit of
Asher, from the east side to the west side: Naphtali, one part. 4 And on the
limit of Naphtali, from the east side to the west side: Manasseh, one part.
5And on the limit of Manasseh, from the east side to the west side: Ephraim,
one part. 6And on the limit of Ephraim, from the east side to the west side:
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Reuben, one part. 7 And on the limit of Reuben, from the east side to the
west side: Judah, one part. 8 And on the limit of Judah, from the east side
to the west side, will be the offering which you are to make, twenty-five
thousandwide, and as long as one of the parts, from the east side to thewest
side: and the holy place will be in the middle of it. 9 The offering you will
give to the Lord is to be twenty-five thousand long and twenty-five thousand
wide. 10And for these, that is the priests, the holy offering is to be twenty-five
thousand long to thenorth, ten thousandwide to thewest, ten thousandwide
to the east and twenty-five thousand long to the south; and the holy place of
the Lord will be in the middle of it. 11 For the priests who have been made
holy, those of the sons of Zadok who kept the orders I gave them, who did
not go out of the right waywhen the children of Israel went from theway, as
the Levites did, 12Even for themwill be the offering from the offering of the
land, a thingmost holy, on the limit of the landgiven to theLevites. 13And the
Levites are to have a part of the land equal to the limit of the priests', twenty-
five thousand long and ten thousandwide, all of it together to be twenty-five
thousand long and twenty thousandwide. 14And they are not to let any of it
go for aprice, or give it in exchange; and thepart of the landgiven to theLord
is not to go into other hands: for it is holy to the Lord. 15And the other five
thousand, measured from side to side, in front of the twenty-five thousand,
is to be for common use, for the town, for living in and for a free space: and
the town will be in the middle of it. 16 And these will be its measures: the
north side, four thousand five hundred, and the south side, four thousand
five hundred, and on the east side, four thousand five hundred, and on the
west side, four thousandfivehundred. 17And the townwill have a free space
on the north of two hundred and fifty, on the south of two hundred and fifty,
on the east of two hundred and fifty, and on the west of two hundred and
fifty. 18 And the rest, in measure as long as the holy offering, will be ten
thousand to the east and ten thousand to the west: and its produce will be
for food for the workers of the town. 19 It will be farmed by workers of the
town from all the tribes of Israel. 20The size of the offering all together is to
be twenty-five thousand by twenty-five thousand: you are to make the holy
offering a square, together with the property of the town. 21And the rest is
to be for the prince, on this side and on that side of the holy offering and of
the property of the town, in front of the twenty-five thousand to the east, as
far as the east limit, and to the west, in front of the twenty-five thousand, as
far as the west limit, and of the same measure as those parts; it will be the
property of the prince: and the holy offering and holy place of the housewill
be in the middle of it. 22And the property of the Levites and the property of
the town will be in the middle of the prince's property; between the limit of
Judah's part and the limit of Benjamin's part will be for the prince. 23 And
as for the rest of the tribes: from the east side to the west side: Benjamin,
one part. 24And on the limit of Benjamin, from the east side to the west side:
Simeon, onepart. 25Andon the limit of Simeon, from the east side to thewest
side: Issachar, one part. 26And on the limit of Issachar, from the east side to
the west side: Zebulun, one part. 27 And on the limit of Zebulun, from the
east side to the west side: Gad one part. 28 And on the limit of Gad, on the
south side and to the south of it, the limit will be fromTamar to thewaters of
Meribath-kadesh, to the stream, to the Great Sea. 29This is the land of which
distribution is to be made by the decision of the Lord, among the tribes of
Israel for their heritage, and these are their heritages, says the Lord. 30And
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these are the outskirts of the town: on the north side, four thousand five
hundred by measure; 31 And the doors of the town are to be named by the
names of the tribes of Israel; three doors on the north, one for Reuben, one
for Judah, one for Levi; 32And at the east side, four thousand five hundred
bymeasure, and three doors, one for Joseph, one for Benjamin, one for Dan;
33And at the south side, four thousand five hundred by measure, and three
doors, one for Simeon, one for Issachar, one for Zebulun; 34At the west side,
four thousand five hundred bymeasure, with their three doors, one for Gad,
one for Asher, one for Naphtali. 35 It is to be eighteen thousand all round:
and the name of the town from that day will be, The Lord is there.
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The Book of
Daniel

1 In the third year of the rule of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem, shutting it in with his forces. 2And the
Lordgave intohishands Jehoiakim, kingof Judah,with someof thevessels of
the house of God; and he took themaway into the land of Shinar to the house
of his god; and he put the vessels into the store-house of his god. 3And the
king gave orders to Ashpenaz, the captain of his unsexed servants, to take
in some of the children of Israel, certain of the king's family, and those of
high birth; 4 Young men who were strong and healthy, good-looking, and
trained in all wisdom, having a good education and much knowledge, and
able to take positions in the king's house; and to have them trained in the
writing and language of the Chaldaeans. 5And a regular amount of food and
wine every day from the king's table was ordered for them by the king; and
they were to be cared for for three years so that at the end of that time they
might take their places before the king. 6 And among these there were, of
the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 7 And the
captain of the unsexed servants gave them names; to Daniel he gave the
name of Belteshazzar, to Hananiah the name of Shadrach, to Mishael the
name of Meshach, and to Azariah the name of Abed-nego. 8And Daniel had
come to the decision that hewould notmake himself uncleanwith the king's
food or wine; so he made a request to the captain of the unsexed servants
that he might not make himself unclean. 9 And God put into the heart of
the captain of the unsexed servants kind feelings and pity for Daniel. 10And
the captain of the unsexed servants said to Daniel, I am in fear of my lord
the king, who has given orders about your food and your drink; what if he
sees you looking less happy than the other young men of your generation?
then you would have put my head in danger from the king. 11 Then Daniel
said to the keeper inwhose care the captain of the unsexed servants had put
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: 12 Put your servants to the test for
ten days; let them give us grain for our food andwater for our drink. 13Then
take a look at our faces and the faces of the young men who have food from
the king's table; and, having seen them, do to your servants as it seems right
to you. 14 So he gave ear to them in this thing and put them to the test for
ten days. 15 And at the end of ten days their faces seemed fairer and they
were fatter in flesh than all the young men who had their food from the
king's table. 16 So the keeper regularly took away their meat and the wine
which was to have been their drink, and gave them grain. 17 Now as for
these four young men, God gave them knowledge and made them expert
in all book-learning and wisdom: and Daniel was wise in all visions and
dreams. 18Now at the end of the time fixed by the king for them to go in, the
captain of the unsexed servants took them in to Nebuchadnezzar. 19And the
king had talk with them; and among them all there was no one like Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; so they were given places before the king.
20And inanybusinessneedingwisdomandgood sense, aboutwhich theking
put questions to them, he saw that they were ten times better than all the
wonder-workers and users of secret arts in all his kingdom. 21 And Daniel
went on till the first year of King Cyrus.
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2
1 In the second year of the rule of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had

dreams; and his spirit was troubled and his sleep went from him. 2 Then
the king gave orders that the wonder-workers, and the users of secret arts,
and thosewhomade use of evil powers, and the Chaldaeans, were to be sent
for to make clear to the king his dreams. So they came and took their places
before the king. 3 And the king said to them, I have had a dream, and my
spirit is troubledby thedesire tohave thedreammadeclear tome. 4Then the
Chaldaeans said to the king in the Aramaean language, O King, have life for
ever: give your servants anaccount of yourdream, andwewillmake clear to
you the sense of it. 5The kingmade answer and said to the Chaldaeans, This
is my decision: if you do not make clear to me the dream and the sense of it,
you will be cut in bits and your houses made waste. 6But if you make clear
the dream and the sense of it, you will have fromme offerings and rewards
and great honour: so make clear to me the dream and the sense of it. 7 A
second time they said in answer, Let the king give his servants an account
of his dream, and we will make clear the sense. 8 The king made answer
and said, I am certain that you are attempting to get more time, because you
see that my decision is fixed; 9 That if you do not make my dream clear to
me there is only one fate for you: for you have made ready false and evil
words to say before me till the times are changed: so give me an account of
the dream, and Iwill be certain that you are able tomake the sense of it clear.
10Then theChaldaeans said to theking inanswer, There isnot amanonearth
able tomake clear the king's business; for no king, however great his power,
has evermade such a request to anywonder-worker or user of secret arts or
Chaldaean. 11Theking's request is a veryhardone, and there is nootherwho
is able tomake it clear to the king, but the gods,whose living-place is notwith
flesh. 12Because of this the kingwas angry and full ofwrath, and gave orders
for the destruction of all the wise men of Babylon. 13 So the order went out
that the wise men were to be put to death; and they were looking for Daniel
and his friends to put them to death. 14 Then Daniel gave an answer with
wisdom and good sense to Arioch, the captain of the king's armedmen, who
had gone out to put to death the wise men of Babylon; 15He made answer
and said to Arioch, O captain of the king, why is the king's order so cruel?
Then Arioch gave Daniel an account of the business. 16And Daniel went in
andmade a request to the king to give him time andhewouldmake clear the
sense of his dream to the king. 17And Daniel went to his house and gave his
friendsHananiah,Mishael, andAzariah thenews: 18So that theymightmake
a request for themercy of the God of heaven in the question of this secret; so
that Daniel and his friends might not come to destruction with the rest of
the wise men of Babylon. 19 Then the secret was made clear to Daniel in a
vision of the night. And Daniel gave blessing to the God of heaven. 20 And
Daniel said in answer, May the name of God be praised for ever and ever:
for wisdom and strength are his: 21By him times and years are changed: by
him kings are taken away and kings are lifted up: he gives wisdom to the
wise, andknowledge to thosewhosemindsareawake: 22He is theunveilerof
deep and secret things: he has knowledge ofwhat is in the dark, and the light
has its living-place with him. 23 I give you praise and worship, O God of my
fathers, who have givenmewisdom and strength, and have nowmade clear
to me what we were requesting from you: for you have given us knowledge
of the king's business. 24For this reason Daniel went to Arioch, to whom the
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king had given orders for the destruction of the wise men of Babylon, and
said to him, Do not put to death the wise men of Babylon: take me in before
the king and I will make clear to him the sense of the dream. 25Then Arioch
quickly took Daniel in before the king, and said to him, Here is a man from
among the prisoners of Judah, who will make clear to the king the sense of
the dream. 26 The king made answer and said to Daniel, whose name was
Belteshazzar, Are you able to make clear to me the dream which I saw and
its sense? 27 Then Daniel said in answer to the king, No wise men, or users
of secret arts, or wonder-workers, or readers of signs, are able tomake clear
to the king the secret he is searching for; 28But there is a God in heaven, the
unveiler of secrets, and he has given to King Nebuchadnezzar knowledge of
what will take place in the last days. Your dreams and the visions of your
head on your bed are these: 29As for you, O King, the thoughts which came
to you on your bedwere ofwhatwill come about after this: and the unveiler
of secretshasmadeclear toyouwhat is to come. 30As forme, this secret is not
made clear tome because of any wisdomwhich I havemore than any living
man, but in order that the sense of the dreammay bemade clear to the king,
and that you may have knowledge of the thoughts of your heart. 31 You, O
King,were looking, anda great imagewas there. This image,whichwas very
great, andwhose glorywas very bright, was placed before you: its form sent
fear into the heart. 32As for this image, its headwasmade of the best gold, its
breast and its armswere of silver, itsmiddle and its sideswere of brass, 33 Its
legs of iron, its feet were in part of iron and in part of potter's earth. 34While
you were looking at it, a stone was cut out, but not by hands, and it gave the
image a blowon its feet, whichwere of iron and earth, and theywere broken
in bits. 35Then the iron and the earth, the brass and the silver and the gold,
were smashed together, and became like the dust on the floors where grain
is crushed in summer; and the wind took them away so that no sign of them
was to be seen: and the stone which gave the image a blow became a great
mountain, coveringall the earth. 36This is thedream; andwewillmake clear
to the king the sense of it. 37 You, O King, king of kings, to whom the God of
heaven has given the kingdom, the power, and the strength, and the glory,
38Wherever the children of men are living; into whose hands he has given
the beasts of the field and the birds of heaven, and has made you ruler over
them all, you are the head of gold. 39And after you another kingdom, lower
than you, will come to power; and a third kingdom, of brass, ruling over all
the earth. 40And the fourth kingdom will be strong as iron: because, as all
thingsarebrokenandovercomeby iron, so itwill have thepowerof crushing
and smashing down all the earth. 41And as you saw the feet and toes, part of
potter's work and part of iron, there will be a division in the kingdom; but
there will be some of the strength of iron in it, because you saw the iron
mixed with the potter's earth. 42 And as the toes of the feet were in part of
iron and in part of earth, so part of the kingdom will be strong and part of
it will readily be broken. 43And as you saw the iron mixed with earth, they
will give their daughters to one another aswives: but theywill not be united
one with another, even as iron is not mixed with earth. 44And in the days of
those kings, the God of heavenwill put up a kingdomwhichwill never come
to destruction, and its power will never be given into the hands of another
people, and all these kingdomswill be broken and overcome by it, but it will
keep its place for ever. 45 Because you saw that a stone was cut out of the
mountain without hands, and that by it the iron and the brass and the earth
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and the silver and the goldwerebroken tobits, a greatGodhas given theking
knowledge of what is to take place in the future: the dream is fixed, and its
sense is certain. 46ThenKingNebuchadnezzar, fallingdownonhis face, gave
worship to Daniel, and gave orders for an offering and spices to be given to
him; 47And thekingmadeanswer toDaniel and said, Truly, yourGod is aGod
of gods andaLordof kings, andanunveiler of secrets, for youhavebeenable
to make this secret clear. 48 Then the king made Daniel great, and gave him
offerings in great number, and made him ruler over all the land of Babylon,
and chief over all the wise men of Babylon. 49 And at Daniel's request, the
king gave Shadrach,Meshach, andAbed-nego authority over the business of
the land of Babylon: but Daniel was kept near the king's person.

3
1Nebuchadnezzar thekingmadean imageof gold, sixty cubitshighandsix

cubits wide: he put it up in the valley of Dura, in the land of Babylon. 2And
Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to get together all the captains, the chiefs, the
rulers, the wisemen, the keepers of public money, the judges, the overseers,
and all the rulers of the divisions of the country, to come to see the unveiling
of the imagewhichNebuchadnezzar thekinghadputup. 3Then thecaptains,
the chiefs, the rulers, the wise men, the keepers of public money, the judges,
theoverseers, andall the rulers of thedivisions of the country, came together
to see the unveiling of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had put
up; and they took their places before the image which Nebuchadnezzar
had put up. 4 Then one of the king's criers said in a loud voice, To you the
order is given, O peoples, nations, and languages, 5 That when the sound of
the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, bagpipe, and all sorts of instruments,
comes to your ears, you are to go down on your faces in worship before the
image of gold which Nebuchadnezzar the king has put up: 6And anyone not
falling down and worshipping will that same hour be put into a burning
and flaming fire. 7 So at that time, all the people, when the sound of the
horn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, and all sorts of instruments, came to their
ears, went down on their faces in worship before the image of gold which
Nebuchadnezzar thekinghadputup. 8At that timecertainChaldaeans came
near and made a statement against the Jews. 9 They made answer and said
to Nebuchadnezzar the king, O King, have life for ever. 10 You, O King, have
given an order that every man, when the sound of the horn, pipe, harp,
trigon, psaltery, bagpipe, and all sorts of instruments, comes to his ears, is to
go down on his face in worship before the image of gold: 11And anyone not
falling down and worshipping is to be put into a burning and flaming fire.
12 There are certain Jews whom you have put over the business of the land
of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego; these men have not given
attention to you,OKing: theyarenot servants of your godsorworshippers of
the gold imagewhich youhave put up. 13ThenNebuchadnezzar in hiswrath
and passion gave orders for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego to be sent
for. Then they made these men come in before the king. 14Nebuchadnezzar
made answer and said to them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego, that youwill not be servants of my god or give worship to the image of
gold which I have put up? 15Now if you are ready, on hearing the sound of
the horn, pipe, harp, trigon, psaltery, bagpipe, and all sorts of instruments,
to go down on your faces in worship before the image which I have made,
it is well: but if you will not give worship, that same hour you will be put
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into a burning and flaming fire; and what god is there who will be able to
take you out ofmyhands? 16Shadrach,Meshach, andAbed-nego, answering
Nebuchadnezzar the king, said, There is noneed forus to give youananswer
to this question. 17 If our God, whose servants we are, is able to keep us safe
from theburning andflamingfire, and fromyourhands, OKing, hewill keep
us safe. 18 But if not, be certain, O King, that we will not be the servants
of your gods, or give worship to the image of gold which you have put up.
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of wrath, and the form of his face was
changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego: and he gave orders
that the fire was to be heated up seven times more than it was generally
heated. 20And he gave orders to certain strongmen in his army to put cords
on Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego and put them into the burning and
flaming fire. 21 Then these men had cords put round them as they were, in
their coats, their trousers, their hats, and their clothing, and were dropped
into the burning and flaming fire. 22And because the king's order was not to
be put on one side, and the heat of the firewas so great, themenwho took up
Shadrach,Meshach, andAbed-negowereburned todeathby theflameof the
fire. 23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, with the
cords about them,went down into theburning andflamingfire. 24ThenKing
Nebuchadnezzar, full of fear andwonder, got up quickly, and said to hiswise
men, Didwe not put threemen in cords into the fire? and theymade answer
and said to the king, True, O King. 25He made answer and said, Look! I see
fourmen loose, walking in themiddle of the fire, and they are not damaged;
and the form of the fourth is like a son of the gods. 26Then Nebuchadnezzar
came near the door of the burning and flaming fire: he made answer and
said, Shadrach,Meshach, andAbed-nego, you servants of theMostHighGod,
comeout and comehere. ThenShadrach,Meshach, andAbed-nego cameout
of the fire. 27And the captains, the chiefs, and the rulers, and the king's wise
menwho had come together, saw thesemen, over whose bodies the fire had
no power, and not a hair of their heads was burned, and their coats were
not changed, and there was no smell of fire about them. 28Nebuchadnezzar
madeanswerand said, Praisebe to theGodof Shadrach,Meshach, andAbed-
nego, who has sent his angel and kept his servants safewhohad faith in him,
andwho put the king's word on one side and gave up their bodies to the fire,
so that theymight not be servants or worshippers of any other god but their
God. 29And it is my decision that any people, nation, or language saying evil
against the God of Shadrach,Meshach, andAbed-nego, will be cut to bits and
their houses made waste: because there is no other god who is able to give
salvation such as this. 30 Then the king gave Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego even greater authority in the land of Babylon.

4
1 Nebuchadnezzar the king, to all the peoples, nations, and languages

living in all the earth: May your peace be increased. 2 It has seemed good to
me to make clear the signs and wonders which the Most High God has done
with me. 3How great are his signs! and how full of power are his wonders!
his kingdom is an eternal kingdom and his rule goes on from generation to
generation. 4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest inmy place, and all things were
going well for me in my great house: 5 I saw a dream which was a cause of
great fear tome; I was troubled by the images ofmymind onmy bed, and by
the visions of my head. 6And I gave orders for all the wise men of Babylon
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to come in before me so that they might make clear to me the sense of my
dream. 7Then the wonder-workers, the users of secret arts, the Chaldaeans,
and the readers of signs came in to me: and I put the dream before them
but they did not make clear the sense of it to me. 8 But at last Daniel came
in before me, he whose name was Belteshazzar, after the name of my god,
and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods: and I put the dream before him,
saying, 9OBelteshazzar,master of thewonder-workers, because I amcertain
that the spirit of the holy gods is in you, and you are troubled by no secret;
this is the dreamwhich I saw: make clear tome its sense. 10Onmy bed I saw
a vision: there was a tree in the middle of the earth, and it was very high.
11 And the tree became tall and strong, stretching up to heaven, and to be
seen from the ends of the earth: 12 Its leaves were fair and it hadmuch fruit,
and in it was food enough for all: the beasts of the field had shade under
it, and the birds of heaven were resting in its branches, and it gave food to
all living things. 13 In the visions of my head on my bed I saw a watcher, a
holy one, coming down from heaven, 14 Crying out with a loud voice; and
this is what he said: Let the tree be cut down and its branches broken off; let
its leaves be taken off and its fruit sent in every direction: let the beasts get
away from under it and the birds from its branches: 15 But keep its broken
end and its roots still in the earth, evenwith a band of iron and brass; let him
have the young grass of the field for food, and let him bewet with the dew of
heaven, and let his part be with the beasts. 16Let his heart be changed from
that of a man, and the heart of a beast be given to him; and let seven times
go by him. 17 This order is fixed by the watchers, and the decision is by the
word of the holy ones: so that the living may be certain that the Most High
is ruler over the kingdom of men, and gives it to any man at his pleasure,
lifting up over it the lowest of men. 18 This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar,
saw; and do you, O Belteshazzar, make clear the sense of it, for all the wise
men of my kingdom are unable to make the sense of it clear to me; but you
are able, for the spirit of the holy gods is in you. 19Then Daniel, whose name
was Belteshazzar, was at a loss for a time, his thoughts troubling him. The
king made answer and said, Belteshazzar, do not be troubled by the dream
or by the sense of it. Belteshazzar, answering, said, My lord, may the dream
be about your haters, and its sense about those who are against you. 20 The
tree which you saw, which became tall and strong, stretching up to heaven
and seen from the ends of the earth; 21Which had fair leaves andmuch fruit,
and had in it food for all; underwhich the beasts of the fieldwere living, and
in the branches of which the birds of heaven had their resting-places: 22 It is
you, OKing, who have become great and strong: for your power is increased
and stretching up to heaven, and your rule to the end of the earth. 23And as
for the visionwhich theking sawof awatcher, a holy one, comingdown from
heaven, saying, Let the tree be cut down and given to destruction; 24 This is
the sense of it, O King, and it is the decision of theMost Highwhich has come
on my lord the king: 25 That they will send you out from among men, to be
with the beasts of the field; they will give you grass for your food like the
oxen, and youwill bewetwith the dewof heaven, and seven timeswill go by
you, till youarecertain that theMostHigh is ruler in thekingdomofmen, and
gives it toanymanathispleasure. 26Andas theygaveorders to let thebroken
end and the roots of the tree be, so your kingdom will be safe for you after
it is clear to you that the heavens are ruling. 27For this cause, O King, let my
suggestion be pleasing to you, and let your sins be covered by righteousness
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and your evil-doing bymercy to the poor, so that the time of your well-being
may be longer. 28 All this came to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of
twelve months he was walking on the roof of his great house in Babylon.
30 The king made answer and said, Is this not great Babylon, which I have
made for the living-place of kings, by the strength of my power and for the
glory of my honour? 31While the word was still in the king's mouth, a voice
came down from heaven, saying, O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is said:
The kingdom has gone from you: 32And they will send you out from among
men, to be with the beasts of the field; they will give you grass for your food
like the oxen, and seven timeswill gobyyou, till youare certain that theMost
High is ruler in the kingdom of men, and gives it to anyman at his pleasure.
33That very hour the order about Nebuchadnezzar was put into effect: and
he was sent out from among men, and had grass for his food like the oxen,
and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hair became long as
eagles' feathers and his nails like those of birds. 34And at the end of the days,
I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifting up my eyes to heaven, got back my reason, and,
blessing theMostHigh, I gavepraise andhonour tohimwho is living for ever,
whose rule is an eternal rule and whose kingdom goes on from generation
to generation. 35And all the people of the earth are as nothing: he does his
pleasure in the army of heaven and among the people of the earth: and no
one is able to keep back his hand, or say to him, What are you doing? 36At
the same timemy reason came back tome; and for the glory ofmy kingdom,
my honour and my great name came back to me; and my wise men and my
lords were turned tome again; and I wasmade safe inmy kingdom and had
morepower thanbefore. 37NowI,Nebuchadnezzar, giveworship andpraise
and honour to the King of heaven; for all hisworks are true and hisways are
right: and those who go in pride he is able to make low.

5
1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast for a thousand of his lords,

drinking wine before the thousand. 2 Belshazzar, while he was overcome
withwine, gave orders for them to put before him the gold and silver vessels
which Nebuchadnezzar, his father, had taken from the Temple in Jerusalem;
so that the king and his lords, his wives and his other women, might take
their drink from them. 3Then they took in the gold and silver vessels which
had been in the Temple of the house of God at Jerusalem; and the king and
his lords, his wives and his other women, took wine from them. 4They took
their wine and gave praise to the gods of gold and silver, of brass and iron
and wood and stone. 5 In that very hour the fingers of a man's hand were
seen,writing opposite the support for the light on thewhitewall of the king's
house, and the king saw the part of the hand which was writing. 6 Then
the colour went from the king's face, and he was troubled by his thoughts;
strength went from his body, and his knees were shaking. 7The king, crying
out with a loud voice, said that the users of secret arts, the Chaldaeans, and
the readers of signs, were to be sent for. The king made answer and said
to the wise men of Babylon, Whoever is able to make out this writing, and
make clear to me the sense of it, will be clothed in purple and have a chain
of gold round his neck, and will be a ruler of high authority in the kingdom.
8 Then all the king's wise men came in: but they were not able to make out
the writing or give the sense of it to the king. 9 Then King Belshazzar was
greatly troubled and the colour went from his face, and his lords were at a
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loss. 10The queen, because of the words of the king and his lords, came into
the house of the feast: the queenmade answer and said, O King, have life for
ever; do not be troubled by your thoughts or let the colour go fromyour face:
11There is aman in your kingdom inwhom is the spirit of the holy gods; and
in the days of your father, light and reason like the wisdom of the gods were
seen in him: andKingNebuchadnezzar, your father,made himmaster of the
wonder-workers, and the users of secret arts, and the Chaldaeans, and the
readers of signs; 12Because amost special spirit, and knowledge and reason
and thepower of readingdreamsandunfoldingdark sayings andanswering
hard questions, were seen to be in him, even in Daniel (named Belteshazzar
by the king): now let Daniel be sent for, and he will make clear the sense
of the writing. 13 Then they took Daniel in before the king; the king made
answer and said to Daniel, So you are that Daniel, of the prisoners of Judah,
whom my father took out of Judah. 14And I have had news of you, that the
spirit of the gods is in you, and that light and reasonand specialwisdomhave
beenseen inyou. 15Andnowthewisemen, theusersof secret arts, havebeen
sent in beforeme for the purpose of reading thiswriting andmaking clear to
me the sense of it: but they are not able to make clear the sense of the thing:
16 And I have had news of you, that you have the power of making things
clear, and of answering hard questions: now if you are able to make out the
writing and give me the sense of it, you will be clothed in purple and have a
gold chain round your neck and be a ruler of high authority in the kingdom.
17 Then Daniel made answer and said to the king, Keep your offerings for
yourself, and give your rewards to another; but I, after reading the writing
to the king, will give him the sense of it. 18As for you, O King, the Most High
God gave toNebuchadnezzar, your father, the kingdomand great power and
glory andhonour: 19Andbecause of the great powerhe gavehim, all peoples
and nations and languages were shaking in fear before him: some he put to
death and others he kept living, at his pleasure, lifting up some and putting
others down as it pleased him. 20 But when his heart was lifted up and his
spirit became hard with pride, he was put down from his place as king, and
they took his glory from him: 21 And he was sent out from among the sons
of men; and his heart was made like the beasts', and he was living with the
asses of the fields; he had grass for his food like the oxen, and his body was
wet with the dew of heaven, till he was certain that the Most High is ruler
in the kingdom of men, and gives power over it to anyone at his pleasure.
22And you, his son, O Belshazzar, have not kept your heart free from pride,
thoughyouhadknowledgeof all this; 23But youhavebeen lifting yourself up
against the Lord of heaven, and they have put the vessels of his house before
you, and you and your lords, your wives and your women, have taken wine
in them; and you have given praise to gods of silver and gold, of brass and
iron and wood and stone, who are without the power of seeing or hearing,
and without knowledge: and to the God in whose hand your breath is, and
whose are all your ways, you have not given glory; 24 Then the part of the
hand was sent out from before him, and this writing was recorded. 25And
this is thewritingwhichwas recorded,Mene, tekel, peres. 26This is the sense
of the words: Mene; your kingdom has been numbered by God and ended.
27Tekel; youhavebeenput in the scalesandseen tobeunderweight. 28Peres;
your kingdomhas been cut up and given to theMedes and Persians. 29Then,
by the order of Belshazzar, they put a purple robe onDaniel, and a gold chain
round his neck, and a public statement was made that he was to be a ruler
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of high authority in the kingdom. 30 That very night Belshazzar, the king of
the Chaldaeans, was put to death. 31And Darius theMede took the kingdom,
being then about sixty-two years old.

6
1 Darius was pleased to put over the kingdom a hundred and twenty

captains, who were to be all through the kingdom; 2 And over them were
three chief rulers, of whom Daniel was one; and the captains were to be
responsible to the chief rulers, so that the kingmight undergo no loss. 3Then
thisDaniel didhisworkbetter than the chief rulers and the captains, because
therewasa special spirit inhim; and itwas theking's purpose toputhimover
all the kingdom. 4 Then the chief rulers and the captains were looking for
some cause for putting Daniel in thewrong in connectionwith the kingdom,
but they were unable to put forward any wrongdoing or error against him;
because he was true, and no error or wrong was to be seen in him. 5 Then
these men said, Wewill only get a reason for attacking Daniel in connection
with the law of his God. 6 Then these chief rulers and the captains came to
the king and said to him, O King Darius, have life for ever. 7 All the chief
rulers of the kingdom, the chiefs and the captains, the wise men and the
rulers, havemade a common decision to put in force a law having the king's
authority, and to give a strong order, that whoever makes any request to
any god or man but you, O King, for thirty days, is to be put into the lions'
hole. 8 Now, O King, put the order in force, signing the writing so that it
may not be changed, like the law of the Medes and Persians which may not
come to an end. 9 For this reason King Darius put his name on the writing
and the order. 10 And Daniel, on hearing that the writing had been signed,
went into his house; (now he had windows in his room on the roof opening
in the direction of Jerusalem;) and three times a day he went down on his
knees in prayer and praise before his God, as he had done before. 11 Then
these men were watching and saw Daniel making prayers and requesting
grace before his God. 12 Then they came near before the king and said, O
King, have you not put your name to an order that any man who makes a
request to any god or man but you, O King, for thirty days, is to be put into
the lions' hole? The kingmade answer and said, The thing is fixed by the law
of theMedes and Persianswhichmaynot come to an end. 13Then theymade
answer and said before the king, Daniel, one of the prisoners of Judah, has
no respect for you, O King, or for the order signed by you, but three times a
day he makes his prayer to God. 14When this thing came to the king's ears,
it was very evil to him, and his heart was fixed on keeping Daniel safe, and
till the going down of the sun he was doing everything in his power to get
him free. 15 Then these men said to the king, Be certain, O King, that by the
law of the Medes and Persians no order or law which the king has put into
force may be changed. 16Then the king gave the order, and they took Daniel
and put him into the lions' hole. The king made answer and said to Daniel,
Your God, whose servant you are at all times, will keep you safe. 17Then they
got a stone and put it over the mouth of the hole, and it was stamped with
the king's stamp and with the stamp of the lords, so that the decision about
Daniel might not be changed. 18 Then the king went to his great house, and
tookno food that night, andno ... were placed before him, andhis sleepwent
fromhim. 19Thenvery early in themorning theking gotupandwentquickly
to the lions' hole. 20And when he came near the hole where Daniel was, he
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gave a loud cry of grief; the king made answer and said to Daniel, O Daniel,
servant of the livingGod, is yourGod,whose servant youareat all times, able
to keep you safe from the lions? 21Then Daniel said to the king, O King, have
life for ever. 22My God has sent his angel to keep the lions' mouths shut, and
they have done me no damage: because I was seen to be without sin before
him; and further, before you, O King, I have done nowrong. 23Then the king
was very glad, and gave orders for them to take Daniel up out of the hole.
So Daniel was taken up out of the hole and he was seen to be untouched,
because he had faith in his God. 24 And at the king's order, they took those
men who had said evil against Daniel, and put them in the lions' hole, with
their wives and their children; and they had not got to the floor of the hole
before the lions overcame them and all their bones were broken. 25 Then
King Darius sent a letter to all the peoples, nations, and languages, living in
all the earth: May your peace be increased. 26 It is my order that in all the
kingdom of which I am ruler, men are to be shaking with fear before the
God of Daniel: for he is the living God, unchanging for ever, and his kingdom
is one which will never come to destruction, his rule will go on to the end.
27He gives salvation and makes men free from danger, and does signs and
wonders inheavenandearth,whohaskeptDaniel safe fromthepowerof the
lions. 28So this Daniel did well in the kingdom of Darius and in the kingdom
of Cyrus the Persian.

7
1 In the first year of Belshazzar, king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream, and

visions came into his head on his bed: then he put the dream in writing. 2 I
had a vision by night, and saw the four winds of heaven violently moving
the great sea. 3 And four great beasts came up from the sea, different one
from another. 4 The first was like a lion and had eagle's wings; while I was
watching its wings were pulled off, and it was lifted up from the earth and
placed on two feet like a man, and a man's heart was given to it. 5 And I
saw another beast, like a bear, and it was lifted up on one side, and three
side-bones were in its mouth, between its teeth: and they said to it, Up! take
much flesh. 6 After this I saw another beast, like a leopard, which had on
its back four wings like those of a bird; and the beast had four heads, and
the power of a ruler was given to it. 7After this, in my vision of the night, I
sawa fourth beast, a thing causing fear and very troubling, full of power and
very strong; and it had great iron teeth: it took its food, crushing some of it
to bits and stamping down the rest with its feet: it was different from all the
beasts before it; and it had ten horns. 8 I was watching the horns with care,
and I saw another coming up among them, a little one, beforewhich three of
the first horns were pulled up by the roots: and there were eyes like aman's
eyes in this horn, and a mouth saying great things. 9 I went on looking till
the seats of kings were placed, and one like a very old man took his seat: his
clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his headwas like cleanwool; his
seat was flames of fire and its wheels burning fire. 10 A stream of fire was
flowing and coming out from before him: a thousand thousands were his
servants, and ten thousand times ten thousand were in their places before
him: the judgewas seated and the bookswere open. 11Then I saw—because
of the voice of the great words which the horn said — I saw till the beast
was put to death, and its body was given to destruction, and the beast was
given to the burning of fire. 12 As for the rest of the beasts, their authority
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was taken away: but they let them go on living for a measure of time. 13 I
saw in visions of the night, and there was coming with the clouds of heaven
one like aman, and he came to the onewhowas very old, and they took him
nearbeforehim. 14And tohimwasgivenauthority andgloryandakingdom;
and all peoples, nations, and languages were his servants: his authority is
an eternal authority which will not come to an end, and his kingdom is one
whichwill not come todestruction. 15As forme, Daniel,my spiritwaspained
because of this, and the visions ofmyheadwere troublingme. 16 I camenear
to one of those who were waiting there, questioning him about what all this
was. And he said to me that he would make clear to me the sense of these
things. 17These great beasts are four kingswhowill be cut off from the earth.
18But the saints of the Most High will take the kingdom, and it will be theirs
for ever, even for ever and ever. 19 Then it was my desire to have certain
knowledge about the fourth beast, which was different from all the others,
a cause of great fear, whose teeth were of iron and his nails of brass; who
took his food, crushing some of it to bits and stamping on the rest with his
feet; 20 And about the ten horns on his head and the other which came up,
causing the fall of three; that hornwhich had eyes, and amouth saying great
things, which seemed to be greater than the other horns. 21And I saw how
that horn made war on the saints and overcame them, 22 Till he came, who
was very old, and the decision was made and the authority was given to the
saints of theMostHigh; and the time camewhen the saints took thekingdom.
23This iswhat he said: The fourth beast is a fourth kingdomwhichwill come
on earth, different from all the kingdoms, and it will overcome all the earth,
crushing it down and smashing it. 24 And as for the ten horns, out of this
kingdom ten kingswill come to power; and after themanotherwill comeup:
he will be different from the first ones andwill put down three kings. 25And
hewill saywordsagainst theMostHigh, attempting toputanend to the saints
of the Most High; and he will have the idea of changing times and law; and
the saints will be given into his hands for a time and times and half a time.
26 But the judge will be seated, and they will put an end to his authority, to
overcome it and send complete destruction on it. 27 And the kingdom and
the authority and the power of the kingdoms under all the heaven will be
given to the people of the saints of the Most High: his kingdom is an eternal
kingdom, and all powers will be his servants and do his pleasure. 28Here
is the end of the account. As for me, Daniel, I was greatly troubled by my
thoughts, and the colourwent frommy face: but I kept the thing inmyheart.

8
1 In the third year of the rule of Belshazzar the king, a vision was seen by

me, Daniel, after the one I saw at first. 2And I saw in the vision; and when
I saw it, I was in the strong town Shushan, which is in the country of Elam;
and in the vision Iwas by thewater-door of theUlai. 3And lifting upmy eyes,
I saw, there before the stream, a male sheep with two horns: and the two
horns were high, but one was higher than the other, the higher one coming
up last. 4 I saw the sheep pushing to the west and to the north and to the
south; and no beasts were able to keep their place before him, and no one
was able to get people out of his power; but he did whatever his pleasure
was andmade himself great. 5Andwhile I was giving thought to this, I saw a
he-goat coming from thewest over the face of all the earthwithout touching
the earth: and the he-goat had a great horn between his eyes. 6And he came
to the two-horned sheep which I saw before the stream, rushing at him in
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the heat of his power. 7 And I saw him come right up to the sheep, and he
wasmovedwithwrath against him, attacking the sheep so that his twohorns
were broken; and the sheep had not strength to keep his place before him,
butwaspusheddownon theearthandcrushedunderhis feet: and therewas
no one to get the sheep out of his power. 8And thehe-goat becamevery great:
andwhenhewas strong, the great hornwas broken, and in its place cameup
four otherhorns turned to the fourwinds of heaven. 9Andout of oneof them
came another horn, a little one, which became very great, stretching to the
south and to the east and to the beautiful land. 10And it became great, even
as high as the army of heaven, pulling down some of the army, even of the
stars, to the earth and crushing them under its feet. 11 It made itself great,
even as great as the lord of the army; and by it the regular burned offering
was taken away, and the place overturned and the holy place made waste.
12 ... against the regular burned offering; and ... crushed down to the earth,
and it did its pleasure and things went well for it. 13 Then there came to my
ears the voice of a holy one talking; and another holy one said to that certain
one who was talking, How long will the vision be while the regular burned
offering is taken away, and the unclean thing causing fear is put up, and the
holyplace crushedunder foot? 14Andhesaid tohim, For two thousand, three
hundred evenings and mornings; then the holy place will be made clean.
15And it came about that when I, Daniel, had seen this vision, I had a desire
for the sense of it to be unfolded; and I saw one before me in the form of a
man. 16 And the voice of a man came to my ears between the sides of the
Ulai, crying out and saying, Gabriel, make the vision clear to this man. 17 So
he came and took his place near where I was; and when he came, I was full
of fear and went down on my face: but he said to me, Let it be clear to you,
O son of man; for the vision has to do with the time of the end. 18Nowwhile
he was talking to me, I went into a deep sleep with my face to the earth: but
touching me, he put me on my feet where I had been. 19 And he said, See,
I will make clear to you what is to come in the later time of the wrath: for it
has to dowith thefixed time of the end. 20The sheepwhich you sawwith two
horns, theyare thekings ofMedia andPersia. 21And thehe-goat is thekingof
Greece: and thegreathornbetweenhis eyes is thefirstking. 22Andas for that
whichwas broken, in place ofwhich four came up, four kingdomswill come
up from his nation, but not with his power. 23And in the later years of their
kingdom, when their evil doings have become complete, there will come up
a king full of pride and expert in dark sayings. 24Andhis powerwill be great,
and he will be purposing strange things. And all will go well for him and he
will do his pleasure; and he will send destruction on the strong ones. 25And
his designs will be turned against the holy people, causing deceit to do well
in his hand; in his heart he will make himself great, and send destruction
on numbers who are living unconscious of their danger; and he will put
himself up against the prince of princes; but he will be broken, though not
bymen's hands. 26And the vision of evenings andmornings which has been
talked of is true: and keep the vision secret; for it has to do with the far-off
future. 27And I, Daniel, was ill for some days; then I got up and did the king's
business: and I was full of wonder at the vision, but no one was able to give
the sense of it.

9
1 In the first year of Darius, the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of theMedes,

whowasmade king over the kingdomof the Chaldaeans; 2 In the first year of
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his rule, I, Daniel, saw clearly from the books the number of years given by
the word of the Lord to the prophet Jeremiah, in which the making waste of
Jerusalemwas tobe complete, that is, seventy years. 3And turningmy face to
the Lord God, I gavemyself up to prayer, requesting his grace, goingwithout
food, in haircloth and dust. 4And I made prayer to the Lordmy God, putting
our sins before him, and said, O Lord, the great God, greatly to be feared.
keeping your agreement andmercywith thosewhohave love for you anddo
your orders; 5We are sinners, acting wrongly and doing evil; we have gone
against you, turning away from your orders and from your laws: 6We have
not given ear to your servants the prophets, who saidwords in your name to
our kings and our rulers and our fathers and all the people of the land. 7O
Lord, righteousness is yours, but shame is on us, even to this day; and on the
men of Judah and the people of Jerusalem, and on all Israel, those who are
near and thosewho are far off, in all the countrieswhere youhave sent them
because of the sin which they have done against you. 8O Lord, shame is on
us, on our kings and our rulers and our fathers, because of our sin against
you. 9With the Lord our God aremercies and forgiveness, for we have gone
against him; 10And have not given ear to the voice of the Lord our God to go
in thewayof his lawswhichheput beforeus by themouth of his servants the
prophets. 11And all Israel have been sinners against your law, turning away
so as not to give ear to your voice: and the curse has been let loose on us, and
the oath recorded in the law of Moses, the servant of God, for we have done
evil against him. 12Andhehas giveneffect tohiswordswhichhe said against
us and against those who were our judges, by sending a great evil on us: for
under all heaven there has not been donewhat has been done to Jerusalem.
13 As it was recorded in the law of Moses, all this evil has come on us: but
we have made no prayer for grace from the Lord our God that we might be
turned from our evil doings and come to true wisdom. 14 So the Lord has
been watching over this evil and has made it come on us: for the Lord our
God is upright in all his acts which he has done, and we have not given ear
to his voice. 15 And now, O Lord our God, who took your people out of the
land of Egypt with a strong hand and made a great name for yourself even
to this day; we are sinners, we have done evil. 16 O Lord, because of your
righteousness, let your wrath and your passion be turned away from your
town Jerusalem, your holy mountain: because, through our sins and the
evil-doing of our fathers, Jerusalem and your people have become a cause
of shame to all who are round about us. 17And now, give ear, O our God, to
the prayer of your servant and to his request for grace, and let your face be
shining on your holy placewhich ismadewaste, because of your servants, O
Lord. 18Omy God, let your ear be turned and give hearing; let your eyes be
open and see how we have been made waste and the town which is named
by your name: forwe are not offering our prayers before you because of our
righteousness, but because of your greatmercies. 19OLord, give ear; O Lord,
have forgiveness; O Lord, take note and do; let there be nomorewaiting; for
the honour of your name, OmyGod, because your town and your people are
named by your name. 20And while I was still saying these words in prayer,
and putting my sins and the sins of my people Israel before the Lord, and
requesting grace from the Lord my God for the holy mountain of my God;
21 Even while I was still in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the
vision at first when my weariness was great, put his hand on me about the
time of the evening offering. 22And teaching me and talking to me he said,
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O Daniel, I have come now to give you wisdom. 23At the first word of your
prayer awordwent out, and I have come to give you knowledge; for you are
aman dearly loved: so give thought to theword and let the vision be clear to
you. 24Seventyweekshavebeenfixed for yourpeople andyourholy town, to
letwrongdoing be complete and sin come to its full limit, and for the clearing
away of evil-doing and the coming in of eternal righteousness: so that the
vision and the word of the prophet may be stamped as true, and to put the
holy oil on a most holy place. 25Have then the certain knowledge that from
the going out of the word for the building again of Jerusalem till the coming
of a prince, onwhom the holy oil has been put, will be sevenweeks: in sixty-
two weeks its building will be complete, with square and earthwork. 26And
at the end of the times, even after the sixty-twoweeks, one onwhom theholy
oil has beenputwill be cut offandhaveno...; and the townand theholy place
will be made waste together with a prince; and the end will come with an
overflowing of waters, and even to the end there will be war; the making
wastewhichhas beenfixed. 27Anda strong orderwill be sent out against the
great number for one week; and so for half of the week the offering and the
meal offering will come to an end; and in its place will be an unclean thing
causing fear; till the destructionwhichhas beenfixed is let loose onhimwho
hasmade waste.

10
1 In the third year of Cyrus, king of Persia, a secret was unfolded to Daniel,

whose name was Belteshazzar; and the thing was true, even a hard work:
and he had knowledge of it, and the visionwas clear to him. 2 In those days I,
Daniel, gave myself up to grief for three full weeks. 3 I had no pleasing food,
no meat or wine came into my mouth, and I put no oil on my body till three
full weeks were ended. 4And on the twenty-fourth day of the first month I
was by the side of the great river; 5 And lifting up my eyes I saw the form
of a man clothed in a linen robe, and round him there was a band of gold,
of the best gold: 6And his body was like the beryl, and his face had the look
of a thunder-flame, and his eyes were like burning lights, and his arms and
feet like the colour of polished brass, and the sound of his voice was like the
sound of an army. 7And I, Daniel, was the only one who saw the vision, for
the menwho were with me did not see it; but a great shaking came on them
and theywent in flight to take cover. 8So Iwas bymyself, and I saw this great
vision, and allmy strengthwent fromme; and the colourwent frommy face.
9But the sound of hiswords came tomy ears, and onhearing his voice Iwent
into a deep sleep with my face to the earth. 10Then a hand gave me a touch,
awaking me, and putting me on my knees and my hands. 11And he said to
me,ODaniel, youmandearly loved, take in the senseof thewords I say toyou
and get up on to your feet: for to you I am now sent; and when he had said
this to me I got on to my feet, shaking with fear. 12Then he said to me, Have
no fear, Daniel; for from the first day when you gave your heart to getting
wisdom and making yourself poor in spirit before your God, your words
have come to his ears: and I have come because of your words. 13 But the
angel of the kingdom of Persia put himself against me for twenty-one days;
but Michael, one of the chief angels, came to my help; and when I came he
was still therewith theangel of thekings of Persia. 14NowIhave come to give
you knowledge of the fate of your people in the later days; for there is still a
vision for the days. 15And after he had said thesewords tome, I keptmy face
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turned to the earth andwas unable to say anything. 16Then onewhose form
was like the sons of men put his finger on my lips; and opening my mouth,
I said to him who was before me, O my lord, because of the vision my pains
have come onme, and I have nomore strength. 17For howmay this servant
of my lord have talk with my lord? for, as for me, straight away my strength
went frommeand therewas no breath inmybody. 18Then again one having
the form of a man put his hand on me and gave me strength. 19And he said
to me, O man greatly loved, have no fear: peace be with you, be strong and
let your heart be lifted up. And at his words I became strong, and said, Let
my lord say on, for you have givenme strength. 20Then he said, It is clear to
you why I have come to you. And now I will give you an account of what is
recorded in the true writings: 21 But I am going back to make war with the
angel ofPersia, andwhen Iamgone, theangel ofGreecewill come. And there
is no one onmy side against these, but Michael, your angel.

11
1Andas forme, in thefirst yearofDarius theMede Iwasonhis side tomake

his position safe and make him strong. 2 And now I will make clear to you
what is true. There are still three kings to come in Persia, and the fourthwill
havemuch greaterwealth than all of them: andwhen he has become strong
through his wealth, he will put his forces inmotion against all the kingdoms
ofGreece. 3Anda strong kingwill come to power, rulingwith great authority
and doing whatever is his pleasure. 4And when he has become strong, his
kingdom will be broken and parted to the four winds of heaven; but not to
his offspring, for it will be uprooted; and his kingdom will be for the others
and not for these: but not with the same authority as his. 5 And the king
of the south will be strong, but one of his captains will be stronger than he
and will be ruler; and his rule will be a great rule. 6And at the end of years
they will be joined together; and the daughter of the king of the south will
come to the king of the north to make an agreement: but she will not keep
the strength of her arm; and his offspring will not keep their place; but she
will be uprooted, with thosewhowere the cause of her coming, and her son,
and hewho took her in those times. 7But out of a branch from her roots one
will come up to take his place, who will come against the army, forcing his
way into the strong place of the king of the north, and he will take them in
hand and overcome them: 8And their gods and theirmetal images and their
fair vessels of silver and gold he will take away into the south; and for some
years he will keep away from the king of the north. 9And he will come into
the kingdom of the king of the south, but he will go back to his land. 10And
his son will make war, and will get together an army of great forces, and he
will make an attack on him, overflowing and going past: and he will again
take the war even to his strong place. 11 And the king of the south will be
moved with wrath, and will come out and make war on him, on this same
king of the north: and he will get together a great army, but the armywill be
given into his hand. 12And the armywill be taken away, and his heartwill be
uplifted: hewill be the cause of the downfall of tens of thousands, but hewill
not be strong. 13 And again the king of the north will get together an army
greater than the first; and he will make an attack on him at the end of years,
with a great army and much wealth. 14 In those times, a number will take
up arms against the king of the south: and the children of the violent among
your people will be lifting themselves up to make the vision come true; but



Daniel 11:15 866 Daniel 11:34

it will be their downfall. 15 So the king of the north will come, and put up
earthworks and take a well-armed town: and the forces of the king of the
south will make an attempt to keep their position, even the best of his army,
but they will not have strength to do so. 16 And he who comes against him
will do his pleasure, and no one will be able to keep his place before him:
he will take up his position in the beautiful land and in his hand there will
be destruction. 17And it will be his purpose to come with the strength of all
his kingdom, but in place of this he will make an agreement with him; and
he will give him the daughter of women to send destruction on it; but this
will not take place or come about. 18After this, his face will be turned to the
islands, and he will take a number of them: but a chief, by his destruction,
will put an end to the shame offered by him; and more than this, he will
make his shame come back on him. 19 Then his face will be turned to the
strong places of his land: but his way will be stopped, causing his downfall,
and he will not be seen again. 20 Then his place will be taken by one who
will send out a man with the glory of a king to get wealth together; but after
a short time destruction will overtake him, but not in wrath or in the fight.
21 And his place will be taken by a low person, to whom the honour of the
kingdom had not been given: but he will come in time of peace and will get
the kingdom by fair words. 22And his forces will be completely taken away
from before him and broken; and even the ruler of the agreement will have
the same fate. 23And from the timewhen theymake an agreementwith him,
he will be working falsely: for he will take up arms suddenly with a small
force, 24 Against fertile places, and will make waste a part of the country;
and he will do what his fathers have not done, or his fathers' fathers; he
will make distribution among them of goods taken in war and by force, and
of property: he will even make designs against the strong places for a time.
25Andhewill put inmotionhis power andhis strength against the kingof the
south with a great army; and the king of the south will go to war with a very
great and strong army: but he will be forced to give way, because of their
designs against him; 26And his fears will overcome him and be the cause of
his downfall, and his army will come to complete destruction, and a great
number will be put to the sword. 27And as for these two kings, their hearts
will befixedondoingevil and theywill say falsewordsat one table; but itwill
come tonothing: for the endwill be at the timefixed. 28Andhewill goback to
his landwith great wealth; and his heart will be against the holy agreement;
and he will do his pleasure and go back to his land. 29 At the time fixed he
will come back and come into the south; but in the later time it will not be
as it was before. 30 For those who go out from the west will come against
him, and he will be in fear and will go back, full of wrath against the holy
agreement; and he will do his pleasure: and he will go back and be united
with those who have given up the holy agreement. 31 And armies sent by
him will take up their position and they will make unclean the holy place,
even the strong place, and take away the regular burned offering and put
in its place an unclean thing causing fear. 32And those who do evil against
the agreement will be turned to sin by his fair words: but the people who
have knowledge of their God will be strong and do well. 33 And those who
arewise among the peoplewill be the teachers of themass of the people: but
they will come to their downfall by the sword and by the flame, being made
prisoners and undergoing loss for a long time. 34 Now at the time of their
downfall they will have a little help, but numbers will be joined to them in
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the town, and in their separate heritages. 35And some of thosewho arewise
will have wisdom in testing themselves and making themselves clean, till
the time of the end: for it is still for the fixed time. 36 And the king will do
his pleasure; he will put himself on high, lifting himself over every god, and
saying things to be wondered at against the God of gods; and all will be well
for him till the wrath is complete; for what has been purposed will be done.
37Hewill have no respect for the gods of his fathers or for the god desired by
women; he will have no respect for any god: for he will put himself on high
over all. 38But in place of this hewill give honour to the god of armed places,
and to a god ofwhomhis fathers had no knowledge hewill give honourwith
gold and silver and jewels and things to be desired. 39And he will make use
of the people of a strange god to keep his strongest places; to those whom he
takes note of hewill give highhonour: andhewillmake themrulers over the
mass of the people, and will make division of the land for a price. 40And at
the time of the end, the king of the southwillmake an attack on him: and the
kingof thenorthwill comeagainsthimlikeastorm-wind,withwar-carriages
andhorsemen andnumbers of ships; andhewill go throughmany lands like
overflowing waters. 41 And he will come into the beautiful land, and tens
of thousands will be overcome: but these will be kept from falling into his
hands: Edom and Moab and the chief of the children of Ammon. 42And his
hand will be stretched out on the countries: and the land of the south will
not be safe from him. 43But he will have power over the stores of gold and
silver, and over all the valued things of the south: and the Libyans and the
Ethiopians will be at his steps. 44 But he will be troubled by news from the
east and fromthenorth; andhewill goout ingreatwrath, to senddestruction
on, and put an end to, great numbers. 45He will put the tents of his great
house between the sea and the beautiful holymountain: but hewill come to
his end with no helper.

12
1 And at that time Michael will take up his place, the great angel, who is

the supporter of the children of your people: and there will be a time of
trouble, such as there never was from the time there was a nation even till
that same time: and at that time your people will be kept safe, everyone
who is recorded in the book. 2 And a number of those who are sleeping in
the dust of the earth will come out of their sleep, some to eternal life and
some to eternal shame. 3 And those who are wise will be shining like the
light of the outstretched sky; and those bywhomnumbers have been turned
to righteousness will be like the stars for ever and ever. 4 But as for you, O
Daniel, let the words be kept secret and the book rolled up and kept shut till
the time of the end: numbers will be going out of the way and troubles will
be increased. 5 Then I, Daniel, looking, saw two others, one at the edge of
the river on this side and one at the edge of the river on that side. 6 And I
said to the man clothed in linen, who was over the waters of the river, How
long will it be to the end of these wonders? 7 Then in my hearing the man
clothed in linen, who was over the river, lifting up his right hand and his
left hand to heaven, took an oath by himwho is living for ever that it would
be a time, times, and a half; and when the power of the crusher of the holy
people comes to an end, all these thingswill be ended. 8And thewords came
tomy ears, but the sense of themwas not clear to me: then I said, Omy lord,
what is the sense of these things? 9And he said, Go on your way, Daniel: for
the words are secret and shut up till the time of the end; 10 Till a number
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are tested and make themselves clean; and the evil-doers will do evil; for
not one of the evil-doers will have knowledge; but all will be made clear to
those who are wise. 11And from the time when the regular burned offering
is taken away, and an unclean thing causing fear is put up, there will be a
thousand, two hundred and ninety days. 12 A blessing will be on the man
who goes on waiting, and comes to the thousand, three hundred and thirty-
five days. 13 But you, go on your way and take your rest: for you will be in
your place at the end of the days.
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The Book of
Hosea

1 The word of the Lord which came to Hosea, the son of Beeri, in the days
of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of
Jeroboam, the son of Joash, king of Israel. 2The start of the word of the Lord
by Hosea: And the Lord said to Hosea, Go, take for yourself a wife of loose
ways, and children of the same, for the land has been untrue to the Lord.
3 So he took as his wife Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, and she gave birth
to a son. 4And the Lord said to him, Give him the name of Jezreel, for after a
little time I will send punishment for the blood of Jezreel on the line of Jehu,
and put an end to the kingdom of Israel. 5And in that day I will let the bow
of Israel be broken in the valley of Jezreel. 6And after that she gave birth to
a daughter. And the Lord said, Give her the name Lo-ruhamah; for I will not
again havemercy on Israel, to give them forgiveness. 7But I will havemercy
on Judah and will give them salvation by the Lord their God, but not by the
bow or the sword or by fighting or by horses or horsemen. 8Now when Lo-
ruhamah had been taken from the breast, the woman gave birth to a son.
9And the Lord said, Give him the name Lo-ammi; for you are notmy people,
and I will not be your God. 10 But still the number of the children of Israel
will be like the sand of the sea, which may not be measured or numbered;
and in place of its being said to them, You are notmy people, it will be said to
them, You are the sons of the living God 11And the children of Israel and the
children of Judah will come together and take for themselves one head, and
will go up from the land, for great will be the day of Jezreel.

2
1 Say to your brothers, Ammi; and to your sisters, Ruhamah. 2Take up the

cause against yourmother, take it up, for she is notmywife, and I amnot her
husband; let her put away her loose ways from her face, and her false ways
frombetween her breasts; 3For fear that Imay take away her robe fromher,
making her uncovered as in the day of her birth; making her like a waste
place and a dry land, causing her death through need of water. 4And I will
have no mercy on her children, for they are the children of her loose ways.
5For theirmother has beenuntrue; shewho gave thembirth has done things
of shame, for she said, I will go after my lovers, who give me my bread and
my water, my wool and my linen, my oil and my wine. 6 For this cause I will
put thorns in her road, building up a wall round her so that she may not go
on her way. 7 And if she goes after her lovers she will not overtake them;
if she makes search for them she will not see them; then will she say, I will
go back to my first husband, for then it was better for me than now. 8 For
she had no knowledge that it was I who gave her the grain and the wine and
the oil, increasing her silver and gold which they gave to the Baal. 9 So I will
take away again my grain in its time and my wine, and I will take away my
wool and my linen with which her body might have been covered. 10 And
now I will make her shame clear before the eyes of her lovers, and no one
will take her out ofmy hand. 11And Iwill put an end to all her joy, her feasts,
her newmoons, and her Sabbaths, and all her regularmeetings. 12And Iwill
make waste her vines and her fig-trees, of which she has said, These are the
payments which my lovers have made to me; and I will make them a waste
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of trees, and the beasts of the field will take them for food. 13And I will give
her punishment for the days of the Baals, to whom she has been burning
perfumes, when she made herself fair with her nose-rings and her jewels,
and went after her lovers, giving no thought to me, says the Lord. 14For this
cause Iwillmake her come into thewaste land andwill saywords of comfort
to her. 15And Iwill give her vine-gardens from there, and the valley of Achor
for a door of hope; and she will give her answer there as in the days when
shewas young, and as in the timewhen she cameup out of the land of Egypt.
16And in that day, says the Lord, you will say to me, Ishi; and you will never
again giveme thenameofBaali; 17For Iwill take away thenamesof theBaals
out of hermouth, andnever againwill she say their names. 18And in that day
I will make an agreement for themwith the beasts of the field and the birds
of heaven and the things which go low on the earth; I will put an end to the
bow and the sword and war in all the land, and will make them take their
rest in peace. 19And Iwill take you asmy bride for ever; truly, I will take you
asmy bride in righteousness and in right judging, in love and inmercies. 20 I
will take you as my bride in good faith, and you will have knowledge of the
Lord. 21And it will be, in that day, says the Lord, that I will give an answer
to the heavens, and the heavens to the earth; 22 And the earth will give its
answer to the grain and the wine and the oil, and they will give an answer
to Jezreel; 23And I will put her as seed in the earth, and I will havemercy on
her to whom no mercy was given; and I will say to those who were not my
people, You aremy people, and they will say, My God.

3
1And theLord said tome, Give your love again to awomanwhohas a lover

and is false to her husband, even as the Lord has love for the children of
Israel, though they are turned to other gods and are lovers of grape-cakes.
2 So I got her for myself for fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and a half
of barley; 3And I said to her, You are to bemine for a long space of time; you
are not to be false to me, and no other man is to have you for his wife; and
so will I be to you. 4For the children of Israel will for a long time be without
king and without ruler, without offerings and without pillars, and without
ephod or images. 5And after that, the children of Israel will come back and
go in search of the Lord their God and David their king; and they will come
in fear to the Lord and to his mercies in the days to come.

4
1Give ear to the word of the Lord, O children of Israel; for the Lord has a

cause against the people of this land, because there is no good faith in it, and
nomercy andnoknowledge ofGod in the land. 2There is cursing andbroken
faith, violent death and attacks on property, men are untrue inmarried life,
houses are broken into, and there is blood touching blood. 3Because of this
the land will be dry, and everyone living in it will be wasted away, with the
beasts of the field and the birds of heaven; even the fishes of the sea will be
taken away. 4 Let no man go to law or make protests, for your people are
like those who go to law with a priest. 5You will not be able to keep on your
feet by day, and by night the prophet will be falling down with you, and I
will give yourmother to destruction. 6Destruction has overtakenmy people
because they have no knowledge; because you have given up knowledge, I
will give you up, so that you will be no priest to me, because you have not
kept inmind the lawofyourGod, Iwill not keepyour children inmymemory.
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7Evenwhile they were increasing in number they were sinning against me;
I will let their glory be changed into shame. 8 The sin of my people is like
food to them; and their desire is for their wrongdoing. 9And the priest will
be like the people; I will give them punishment for their evil ways, and the
reward of their acts. 10Theywill have food, but theywill not be full; theywill
be false to me, but they will not be increased, because they no longer give
thought to the Lord. 11 Loose ways and new wine take away wisdom. 12My
people get knowledge from their tree, and their rod gives them news; for a
false spirit is the cause of their wandering, and they have been false to their
God. 13They make offerings on the tops of mountains, burning perfumes in
high places, under trees of every sort, because their shade is good: and so
your daughters are given up to loose ways and your brides are false to their
husbands. 14 I will not give punishment to your daughters or your brides for
their evil behaviour; for they make themselves separate with loose women,
andmake offeringswith thosewho are used for sex purposes in theworship
of the gods: the peoplewho have nowisdomwill be sent away. 15Donot you,
O Israel, come intoerror; donot you,O Judah, come toGilgal, or goup toBeth-
aven, or take an oath, By the living Lord. 16 For Israel is uncontrolled, like a
cow which may not be controlled; now will the Lord give them food like a
lamb in a wide place. 17 Ephraim is joined to false gods; let him be. 18 Their
drink has become bitter; they are completely false; her rulers take pleasure
in shame. 19 They are folded in the skirts of the wind; they will be shamed
because of their offerings.

5
1Give ear to this, O priests; give attention, O Israel, and you, family of the

king; for you are to be judged; you have been a deceit at Mizpah and a net
stretched out on Tabor. 2They have gone deep in the evilways of Shittim, but
I am the judge of all. 3 I have knowledge of Ephraim, and Israel is not secret
fromme; for now, O Ephraim, you have been false to me, Israel has become
unclean. 4 Their works will not let them come back to their God, for a false
spirit is in them and they have no knowledge of the Lord. 5 And the pride
of Israel gives an answer to his face; and Ephraim will have a fall through
his sins, and the fall of Judah will be the same as theirs. 6 They will go, with
their flocks and their herds, in search of the Lord, but they will not see him;
he has taken himself out of their view. 7 They have been false to the Lord;
theyhavegivenbirth to strange children; now thenewmoonwillmake them
waste with their fields. 8 Let the horn be sounded in Gibeah and in Ramah;
give a loud cry in Beth-aven, They are after you, O Benjamin. 9Ephraimwill
become a waste in the day of punishment; I have given knowledge among
the tribes of Israel ofwhat is certain. 10The rulers of Judahare like thosewho
take away a landmark; I will let loose my wrath on them like flowing water.
11Ephraim is troubled; he is crushed by his judges, because he took pleasure
in walking after deceit. 12And so to Ephraim I am like a wasting insect, and
a destruction to the children of Judah. 13When Ephraim sawhis disease and
Judah his wound, then Ephraim went to Assyria and sent to the great king;
but he is not able to make you well or give you help for your wound. 14 For
I will be to Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion to the children of Judah;
I, even I, will give himwounds and go away; I will take him away, and there
will be no helper. 15 I will go back to my place till they are made waste; in
their trouble they will go after me early and will make search for me.
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6
1Come, let us go back to the Lord; for he has given us wounds and he will

make us well; he has given blows and he will give help. 2After two days he
will give us life, and on the third day he will make us get up, and we will be
living before him. 3And let us have knowledge, let us go after the knowledge
of the Lord; his going out is certain as the dawn, his decisions go out like the
light; he will come to us like the rain, like the spring rain watering the earth.
4OEphraim,whatamI todo toyou? OJudah,whatamI todo toyou? Foryour
love is like a morning cloud, and like the dew which goes early away. 5 So I
have had it cut in stones; I gave them teaching by the words of my mouth;
6Becausemy desire is formercy and not offerings; for the knowledge of God
more than for burned offerings. 7 But like a man, they have gone against
the agreement; there they were false to me. 8Gilead is a town of evil-doers,
marked with blood. 9 And like a band of thieves waiting for a man, so are
the priests watching secretly the way of those going quickly to Shechem, for
they areworkingwith an evil design. 10 In Israel I have seen a very evil thing;
there false ways are seen in Ephraim, Israel is unclean; 11And Judah has put
up disgusting images for himself.

7
1Whenmy desirewas for the fate ofmy people to be changed and tomake

Israel well, then the sin of Ephraim was made clear, and the evil-doing of
Samaria; for their ways are false, and the thief comes into the house, while
the band of outlaws takes property by force in the streets. 2 And they do
not say to themselves that I keep in mind all their sin; now their evil acts
come round them on every side; they are before my face. 3 In their sin they
make a king for themselves, and rulers in their deceit. 4They are all untrue;
they are like a burning oven; the bread-maker does not make up the fire
from the time when the paste is mixed till it is leavened. 5On the day of our
king, the rulers made him ill with the heat of wine; his hand was stretched
out with the men of pride. 6 For they have made their hearts ready like an
oven, while they are waiting secretly; their wrath is sleeping all night; in the
morning it is burning like a flaming fire. 7 They are all heated like an oven,
and they put an end to their judges; all their kings have been made low; not
one among themmakes prayer to me. 8Ephraim is mixed with the peoples;
Ephraim is a cake not turned. 9Men from other lands have made waste his
strength, and he is not conscious of it; grey hairs have come on him here
and there, and he has no knowledge of it. 10And the pride of Israel gives an
answer to his face; but for all this, they have not gone back to the Lord their
God, or made search for him. 11And Ephraim is like a foolish dove, without
wisdom; they send out their cry to Egypt, they go to Assyria. 12When they
go, my net will be stretched out over them; I will take them like the birds of
heaven, I will give them punishment, I will take them away in the net for
their sin. 13May trouble be theirs! for they have gone far away from me;
and destruction, for they have been sinning against me; I was ready to be
their saviour, but they said false words against me. 14 And they have not
made prayer to me in their hearts, but they make loud cries on their beds;
they are cutting themselves for food and wine, they are turned against me.
15 Though I have given training and strength to their arms, they have evil
designs against me. 16 They have gone to what is of no value; they are like
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a false bow; their captains will come to destruction by the sword, and their
ruler bymywrath; for this, the land of Egypt will make sport of them.

8
1Put the horn to your mouth. He comes like an eagle against the house of

the Lord; because they have gone against my agreement, they have not kept
my law. 2They will send up tome a cry for help: We, Israel, have knowledge
of you, O God of Israel. 3 Israel has given up what is good; his haters will go
after him. 4They have put up kings, but not by me; they have made princes,
but Ihadnoknowledgeof it; theyhavemade imagesof silverandgold, so that
theymaybecutoff. 5 Iwill havenothing todowithyouryoungox,OSamaria;
mywrath is burning against them; how long will it be before the children of
Israel make themselves clean? 6 The workman made it, it is no god; the ox
of Samaria will be broken into bits. 7 For they have been planting the wind,
and their fruit will be the storm; his grain has no stem, it will give no meal,
and if it does, a strange nation will take it. 8 Israel has come to destruction;
now they are among the nations like a cup in which there is no pleasure.
9For they have gone up to Assyria like an ass going by himself; Ephraim has
given money to get lovers. 10But though they give money to the nations for
help, still I will send them in all directions; and in a short time they will be
without a king and rulers. 11 Because Ephraim has been increasing altars
for sin, altars have become a cause of sin to him. 12 Though I put my law in
writing forhim in ten thousandrules, theyare tohimasa strange thing. 13He
gives the offerings of his lovers, and takes the flesh for food; but the Lord
has no pleasure in them; now he will keep in mind their evil-doing and give
them the punishment of their sins; they will go back to Egypt. 14 For Israel
has no memory of his Maker, and has put up the houses of kings; and Judah
has made great the number of his walled towns. But I will send a fire on his
towns and put an end to his great houses.

9
1Have no joy, O Israel, and do not be glad like the nations; for you have

beenuntrue to yourGod; your desire has been for the loosewoman's reward
on every grain-floor. 2 The grain-floor and the place where the grapes are
crushed will not give them food; there will be no newwine for them. 3They
will have no resting-place in the Lord's land, but Ephraim will go back to
Egypt, and they will take unclean food in Assyria. 4 They will give no wine
offering to the Lord, they will not make offerings ready for him; their bread
will be like the bread of those in sorrow; all who take it will be unclean,
because their bread will be only for their desire, it will not come into the
house of the Lord. 5What will you do on the day of worship, and on the day
of the feast of the Lord? 6 For see, they are going away into Assyria; Egypt
will get them together, Memphis will be their last resting-place; their fair
silver vessels will be covered over with field plants, and thorns will come
up in their tents. 7 The days of punishment, the days of reward are come;
Israel will be put to shame; the prophet is foolish, themanwho has the spirit
is off his head, because of your great sin. 8 There is great hate against the
watchmanofEphraim, thepeopleofmyGod; as for theprophet, there is anet
in all hisways, andhate in thehouse of his God. 9Theyhave gonedeep in evil
as in the days of Gibeah; he will keep inmind their wrongdoing, he will give
them punishment for their sins. 10 I made discovery of Israel as of grapes in
thewaste land; I sawyour fathers as thefirst-fruits of the fig-tree in her early
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fruit time; but they came toBaal-peor, andmade themselves holy to the thing
of shame, andbecamedisgusting like that towhich they gave their love. 11As
for Ephraim, their glorywill go in flight like a bird: therewill be no birth and
no one with child and no giving of life. 12 Even though their children have
come to growth I will take them away, so that not a man will be there; for
their evil-doing will be complete and they will be put to shame because of it.
13As I have seen a beast whose young have been taken fromher, so Ephraim
will give birth to children only for them to be put to death. 14O Lord, what
will you give them? Give them bodies which may not give birth and breasts
without milk. 15 All their evil-doing is in Gilgal; there I had hate for them;
because of their evil-doing I will send them out of my house; they will no
longer be dear to me; all their rulers are uncontrolled. 16 The rod has come
on Ephraim, their root is dry, let them have no fruit; even though they give
birth, I will put to death the dearest fruit of their bodies. 17My God will give
themupbecause they did not give ear to him; theywill bewandering among
the nations.

10
1 Israel is a branching vine, full of fruit; as his fruit is increased, so the

number of his altars is increased; as the land is fair, so they have made
fair pillars. 2 Their mind is taken away; now they will be made waste: he
will have their altars broken down, he will give their pillars to destruction.
3Now, truly, they will say,We have no king, we have no fear of the Lord; and
the king, what is he able to do for us? 4 Their words are foolish; they make
agreementswith false oaths, so punishmentwill come up like a poison-plant
in a ploughed field. 5The people of Samariawill be full of fear because of the
ox of Beth-aven; its people will have sorrow for it, and its priests will give
cries of grief for its glory, for the glory has gone in flight. 6And theywill take
it to Assyria and give it to the great king; shame will come on Ephraim, and
Israel will be shamed because of its image. 7As for Samaria, her king is cut
off, likemist on thewater. 8And the high places of Aven, the sin of Israel, will
come to destruction; thorns and waste plants will come up on their altars;
they will say to the mountains, Be a cover over us; and to the hills, Come
downonus. 9OIsrael, youhavedoneevil from thedays ofGibeah; there they
took up their position, so that the fighting against the children of evil might
not overtake them in Gibeah. 10 I will come and give them punishment; and
the peoples will come together against themwhen I give them the reward of
their two sins. 11And Ephraim is a trained cow, taking pleasure in crushing
the grain; but I have put a yoke on her fair neck; I will put a horseman on
the back of Ephraim; Judahwill beworking the plough, Jacobwill be turning
up the earth. 12 Put in the seed of righteousness, get in your grain in mercy,
let your unploughed earth be turned up: for it is time tomake search for the
Lord, till he comesandsends righteousnessonyou like rain. 13Youhavebeen
ploughing sin, you have got in a store of evil, the fruit of deceit has been your
food: for you put faith in your way, in the number of your men of war. 14 So
a great outcrywill go up fromamong your people, and all your strong places
will be broken, as Beth-arbel was broken by Shalman in the day of war, as
the mother was broken on the rocks with her children. 15 So will Beth-el do
to you because of your evil-doing; at dawn will the king of Israel be cut off
completely.
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11
1When Israelwas a childhewasdear tome; and I tookmysonout of Egypt.

2When I sent for them, then they went away from me; they made offerings
to the Baals, burning perfumes to images. 3 But I was guiding Ephraim's
footsteps; I took them up inmy arms, but they were not conscious that I was
ready to make them well. 4 I made them come after me with the cords of a
man, with the bands of love; I was to them as one who took the yoke from
off their mouths, putting meat before them. 5He will go back to the land of
Egypt and the Assyrian will be his king, because they would not come back
to me. 6And the sword will go through his towns, wasting his children and
causing destruction because of their evil designs. 7Mypeople are givenup to
sinning againstme; though their voice goes up on high, no onewill be lifting
them up. 8Howmay I give you up, O Ephraim? how may I be your saviour,
O Israel? how may I make you like Admah? how may I do to you as I did
to Zeboim? My heart is turned in me, it is soft with pity. 9 I will not put into
effect the heat ofmywrath; Iwill not again send destruction on Ephraim; for
I amGod and notman, the Holy One among you; I will not put an end to you.
10Theywill go after the Lord; his cry will be like that of a lion; his cry will be
loud, and the childrenwill come from thewest, shakingwith fear; 11Shaking
with fear like a bird, theywill come out of Egypt, like a dove out of the land of
Assyria: and I will give them rest in their houses, says the Lord. 12The deceit
of Ephraim and the false words of Israel are about me on every side. ...

12
1 Ephraim's food is the wind, and he goes after the east wind: deceit and

destructionare increasingdaybyday; theymakeanagreementwithAssyria,
and take oil into Egypt. 2 The Lord has a cause against Judah, and will give
punishment to Jacob for hisways; hewill give him the reward of his acts. 3 In
the body of his mother he took his brother by the foot, and in his strength he
was fighting with God; 4He had a fight with the angel and overcame him; he
made request for grace tohimwithweeping; he came face to facewithhim in
Beth-el and there his words came to him; 5Even the Lord, the God of armies;
the Lord is his name. 6So then, comeback to yourGod; keepmercy and right,
and be waiting at all times on your God. 7As for Canaan, the scales of deceit
are in his hands; he takes pleasure in twistedways. 8AndEphraim said, Now
I have got wealth andmuch property; in all my works no sin may be seen in
me. 9But I am the Lord your God from the land of Egypt; I will give you tents
for your living-places again as in the days of the holy meeting. 10My word
came to the ears of the prophets and I gave them visions in great number,
and by the mouths of the prophets I made use of comparisons. 11 In Gilead
there is evil. They are quite without value; in Gilgal they make offerings of
oxen; truly their altars are likemasses of stones in the hollows of a ploughed
field. 12 And Jacob went in flight into the field of Aram, and Israel became
a servant for a wife, and for a wife he kept sheep. 13 And by a prophet the
Lord made Israel come up out of Egypt, and by a prophet he was kept safe.
14 I have been bitterly moved to wrath by Ephraim; so that his blood will be
on him, and the Lord will make his shame come back on him.

13
1When thewords ofmy lawcame fromEphraim, hewas lifted up in Israel;

but when he did evil through the Baal, death overtook him. 2 And now
their sins are increased; they have made themselves a metal image, false
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gods from their silver, after their designs, all of them the work of the metal-
workers; they say of them, Let them give offerings, let men give kisses to the
oxen. 3 So they will be like the morning cloud, like the dewwhich goes early
away, like the dust of the grainwhich thewind is driving out of the crushing-
floor, like smoke going up from the fireplace. 4 But I am the Lord your God,
from the land of Egypt; you have knowledge of no other God and there is no
saviour but me. 5 I had knowledge of you in the waste land where no water
was. 6When I gave them food they were full, and their hearts were full of
pride, and they did not keepme inmind. 7So Iwill be like a lion to them; as a
cruel beast I will keepwatch by the road; 8 I will come face to face with them
like a bear whose young ones have been taken from her, and their inmost
hearts will be broken; there the dogs will make a meal of them; they will be
wounded by the beasts of the field. 9 I have sent destruction on you, O Israel;
whowill be your helper? 10Where is your king, that hemaybe your saviour?
andall your rulers, that theymay takeupyourcause? ofwhomyousaid,Give
me a king and rulers. 11 I have given you a king, because I was angry, and
have taken himaway inmywrath. 12Thewrongdoing of Ephraim is shut up;
his sin is put away in secret. 13The pains of a woman in childbirth will come
on him: he is an unwise son, for at this time it is not right for him to keep
his place when children come to birth. 14 I will give the price to make them
free from the power of the underworld, I will be their saviour from death: O
death! where are your pains? Ounderworld! where is your destruction? my
eyes will have no pity. 15 Though he gives fruit among his brothers, an east
wind will come, the wind of the Lord coming up from the waste land, and
his spring will become dry, his fountain will be without water: it will make
waste the store of all the vessels of his desire. 16Samariawill bemadewaste,
for she has gone against her God: they will be cut down by the sword, their
little children will be broken on the rocks, their women who are with child
will be cut open.

14
1O Israel, comeback to theLord yourGod; for your evil-doinghas been the

cause of your fall. 2Take with you words, and come back to the Lord; say to
him, Let there be forgiveness for all wrongdoing, so that we may take what
is good, and give in payment the fruit of our lips. 3 Assyria will not be our
salvation; we will not go on horses; we will not again say to the work of our
hands, You are our gods; for in you there is mercy for the child who has no
father. 4 I will put right their errors; freely will my love be given to them, for
my wrath is turned away from him. 5 I will be as the dew to Israel; he will
put out flowers like a lily, and send out his roots like Lebanon. 6His branches
will be stretchedout, hewill bebeautiful as theolive-treeand sweet-smelling
as Lebanon. 7They will come back and have rest in his shade; their life will
be made new like the grain, and they will put out flowers like the vine; his
name will be like the wine of Lebanon. 8As for Ephraim, what has he to do
with false gods any longer? I have given an answer and I will keep watch
over him; I am like a branching fir-tree, fromme comes your fruit. 9Hewho
is wise will see these things; he who has good sense will have knowledge of
them. For the ways of the Lord are straight, and the upright will go in them,
but sinners will be falling in them.



Joel 1:1 877 Joel 2:2

The Book of
Joel

1 The word of the Lord which came to Joel, the son of Pethuel. 2Give ear
to this, you old men, and take note, you people of the land. Has this ever
been in your days, or in the days of your fathers? 3 Give the story of it to
your children, and let them give it to their children, and their children to
another generation. 4What thewormdidnotmake ameal of, has been taken
by the locust; and what the locust did not take, has been food for the plant-
worm; and what the plant-worm did not take, has been food for the field-
fly. 5 Come out of your sleep, you who are overcome with wine, and give
yourselves toweeping; give cries of sorrow, all youdrinkers ofwine, because
of the sweet wine; for it has been cut off from your mouths. 6 For a nation
has come up over my land, strong and without number; his teeth are the
teeth of a lion, and he has the back teeth of a great lion. 7 By him my vine
is made waste and my fig-tree broken: he has taken all its fruit and sent it
down to the earth; its branches are made white. 8Make sounds of grief like
a virgin dressed in haircloth for the husband of her early years. 9 The meal
offering and the drink offering have been cut off from the house of the Lord;
the priests, the Lord's servants, are sorrowing. 10 The fields are wasted, the
land has become dry; for the grain is wasted, the newwine is kept back, the
oil is poor. 11The farmers are shamed, the workers in the vine-gardens give
cries of grief, for the wheat and the barley; for the produce of the fields has
come to destruction. 12 The vine has become dry and the fig-tree is feeble;
the pomegranate and the palm-tree and the apple-tree, even all the trees of
the field, are dry: because joy has gone from the sons ofmen. 13Put haircloth
round you and give yourselves to sorrow, you priests; give cries of grief, you
servants of the altar: come in, and, clothed in haircloth, let the night go past,
you servants of my God: for the meal offering and the drink offering have
been kept back from the house of your God. 14 Let a time be fixed for going
without food, have a holy meeting, let the old men, even all the people of
the land, come together to the house of the Lord your God, crying out to the
Lord. 15Sorrow for theday! for thedayof theLord is near, andas destruction
from the Ruler of all it will come. 16 Is not food cut off before our eyes? joy
and delight from the house of our God? 17The grains have become small and
dry under the spade; the store-houses are made waste, the grain-stores are
broken down; for the grain is dry and dead. 18What sounds of pain come
from the beasts! the herds of cattle are at a loss because there is no grass for
them; even the flocks of sheep are no longer to be seen. 19 O Lord, my cry
goes up to you: for fire has put an end to the grass-lands of thewaste, and all
the trees of the field are burned with its flame. 20 The beasts of the field are
turning to youwith desire: for thewater-streams are dry and fire has put an
end to the grass-lands of the waste.

2
1Let the horn be sounded in Zion, and a war-cry in my holy mountain; let

all the people of the land be troubled: for the day of the Lord is coming; 2For
a day of dark and deep shade is near, a day of cloud and black night: like a
black cloud a great and strong people is covering the mountains; there has
never been any like them and will not be after them again, from generation
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to generation. 3Before them fire sends destruction, and after them flame is
burning: the land is like the garden of Eden before them, and after them an
unpeopled waste; truly, nothing has been kept safe from them. 4Their form
is like the form of horses, and they are running like war-horses. 5 Like the
sound of war-carriages they go jumping on the tops of the mountains; like
the noise of a flame of fire burning up the grain-stems, like a strong people
lined up for the fight. 6 At their coming the people are bent with pain: all
faces become red together. 7They are running like strong men, they go over
the wall like men of war; every man goes straight on his way, their lines are
not broken. 8No one is pushing against another; everyone goes straight on
hisway: bursting through the sword points, their order is not broken. 9They
make a rush on the town, running on the wall; they go up into the houses
and in through thewindows like a thief. 10The earth is troubled before them
and the heavens are shaking: the sun and the moon have become dark, and
the stars keep back their shining: 11 And the Lord is thundering before his
forces; for very great is his army; for he is strong who gives effect to his
word: for the day of the Lord is great and greatly to be feared, and who has
strength against it? 12But even now, says the Lord, come back to mewith all
your heart, keeping from food, with weeping and with sorrow: 13 Let your
hearts be broken, and not your clothing, and come back to the Lord your
God: for he is full of grace and pity, slow to be angry and great in mercy,
ready to be turned from his purpose of punishment. 14May it not be that
he will again let his purpose be changed and let a blessing come after him,
even a meal offering and a drink offering for the Lord your God? 15 Let a
horn be sounded in Zion, let a time be fixed for going without food, have a
holy meeting: 16Get the people together, make the mass of the people holy,
send for the old men, get together the children and babies at the breast: let
the newly married man come out of his room and the bride from her tent.
17Let the priests, the servants of the Lord, be weeping between the covered
way and the altar, and let them say, Have mercy on your people, O Lord, do
not give up your heritage to shame, so that the nations become their rulers:
why let them say among the peoples, Where is their God? 18 Then the Lord
had a care for the honour of his land and had pity on his people. 19And the
Lordmade answer and said to his people, See, I will send you grain andwine
and oil in full measure: and I will no longer let you be shamed among the
nations: 20 I will send the one from the north far away fromyou, driving him
into a dry andwaste land, with his front to the sea of the east and his back to
the sea of the west, and the smell of him will go up, even his evil smell will
go up. 21Have no fear, O land; be glad with great joy; for the Lord has done
great things. 22Have no fear, you beasts of the field, for the grass-lands of the
waste are becoming green, for the trees are producing fruit, the fig-tree and
the vine give out their strength. 23 Be glad, then, you children of Zion, and
have joy in the Lord your God: for he gives you food in full measure, making
the rain come down for you, the early and the late rain as at the first. 24And
thefloorswill be full of grain, and the crushing-placesoverflowingwithwine
and oil. 25 I will give back to you the yearswhichwere food for the locust, the
plant-worm, the field-fly, and the worm, my great army which I sent among
you. 26Youwill have food in full measure, and give praise to the name of the
Lord your God, who has done wonders for you: 27 And you will be certain
that I am in Israel, and that I am the Lord your God, and there is no other:
and my people will never be shamed. 28 And after that, it will come about,
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says the Lord, that I will send my spirit on all flesh; and your sons and your
daughterswill be prophets, your oldmenwill have dreams, your youngmen
will see visions: 29And on the servants and the servant-girls in those days I
will send my spirit. 30And I will let wonders be seen in the heavens and on
the earth, blood and fire and pillars of smoke. 31The sun will be made dark
and themoon turned to blood, before the great day of the Lord comes, a day
to be feared. 32And it will be that whoever makes his prayer to the name of
the Lord will be kept safe: for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem some will be
kept safe, as the Lord has said, andwill be among the small bandmarked out
by the Lord.

3
1 For in those days and in that time, when I let the fate of Judah and

Jerusalem be changed, 2 I will get together all the nations, and make them
come down into the valley of Jehoshaphat; and there I will take up with
them the cause ofmy people and ofmy heritage Israel, whom they have sent
wandering among the nations, and of my land which has been parted by
them. 3 And they have put the fate of my people to the decision of chance:
giving a boy for the price of a loose woman and a girl for a drink of wine.
4 And further, what are you to me, O Tyre and Zidon and all the circle of
Philistia? will you give me back any payment? and if you do, quickly and
suddenly I will send it back on your head, 5 For you have taken my silver
and my gold, putting in the houses of your gods my beautiful and pleasing
things. 6And the children of Judah and the children of Jerusalem you have
given for a price to the sons of the Greeks, to send them far away from their
land: 7See, Iwill have themmoved fromtheplacewhereyouhave sent them,
and will let what you have done come back on your head; 8 I will give your
sons and your daughters into the hands of the children of Judah for a price,
and they will give them for a price to the men of Sheba, a nation far off:
for the Lord has said it. 9 Give this out among the nations; make ready for
war: get the strong men awake; let all the men of war come near, let them
come up. 10Get your plough-blades hammered into swords, and your vine-
knives into spears: let the feeble say, I am strong. 11 Come quickly, all you
nations round about, and get yourselves together there: make your strong
ones come down, O Lord. 12Let the nations be awake, and come to the valley
of Jehoshaphat: for there I will be seated as judge of all the nations round
about. 13Put in the blade, for the grain is ready: come, get you down, for the
wine-crusher is full, the vessels are overflowing; for great is their evil-doing.
14Masses on masses in the valley of decision! for the day of the Lord is near
in the valley of decision. 15 The sun and the moon have become dark, and
the stars keep back their shining. 16 And the Lord will be thundering from
Zion, and his voice will be sounding from Jerusalem; and the heavens and
the earth will be shaking: but the Lord will be a breastplate for his people
and a strong place for the children of Israel. 17And you will be certain that
I am the Lord your God, living in Zion, my holy mountain: and Jerusalem
will be holy, and no strange person will ever again go through her. 18And it
will come about in that day that themountainswill be dropping sweet wine,
and the hills will be flowing with milk, and all the streams of Judah will be
flowingwithwater; and a fountainwill come out from the house of the Lord,
watering the valley of acacia-trees. 19Egypt will be a waste and Edom a land
ofdestruction, becauseof the evil done to the childrenof Judah, because they
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have let bloodbedrainedout in their landwithout cause. 20But Judahwill be
peopled for ever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation. 21And I will
send punishment for their blood, for which punishment has not been sent,
for the Lord is living in Zion.
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The Book of
Amos

1Thewords of Amos,whowas among theherdsmenof Tekoa;what he saw
about Israel in the days ofUzziah, king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam,
the son of Joash, king of Israel, two years before the earth-shock. 2 And he
said, TheLordwill give a lion's cry fromZion, his voicewill be sounding from
Jerusalem; and thefields of the keepers of sheepwill becomedry, and the top
of Carmel will be wasted away. 3These are the words of the Lord: For three
crimes of Damascus, and for four, I will not let its fate be changed; because
they have been crushing Gileadwith iron grain-crushing instruments. 4And
I will send a fire into the house of Hazael, burning up the great houses of
Ben-hadad. 5And I will have the locks of the door of Damascus broken, and
himwho is seated in power cut off from the valley of Aven, andhim inwhose
hand is the rod from the house of Eden; and the people of Aramwill go away
as prisoners into Kir, says the Lord. 6 These are the words of the Lord: For
three crimes of Gaza, and for four, I will not let its fate be changed; because
they took all the people away prisoners, to give them up to Edom. 7 And I
will send a fire on the wall of Gaza, burning up its great houses: 8Him who
is seated in power I will have cut off fromAshdod, and him inwhose hand is
the rod from Ashkelon; and my hand will be turned against Ekron, and the
rest of the Philistineswill come to destruction, says the LordGod. 9These are
the words of the Lord: For three crimes of Tyre, and for four, I will not let
its fate be changed; because they gave up all the people prisoners to Edom,
without giving a thought to the brothers' agreement between them. 10And I
will send a fire on the wall of Tyre, burning up its great houses. 11These are
thewords of the Lord: For three crimes of Edom, and for four, Iwill not let its
fate be changed; because his sword was turned against his brother, without
pity, andhiswrathwasburningat all times, andhewasangry for ever. 12And
I will send a fire on Teman, burning up the great houses of Bozrah. 13These
are the words of the Lord: For three crimes of the children of Ammon, and
for four, I will not let its fate be changed; because in Gilead they had women
with child cut open, so that they might make wider the limits of their land.
14And I will make a fire in the wall of Rabbah, burning up its great houses,
with loud cries in the days of war, with a storm in the day of the great wind:
15And their kingwill bemade prisoner, he andhis captains together, says the
Lord.

2
1These are thewords of the Lord: For three crimes ofMoab, and for four, I

will not let its fate be changed; because he had the bones of the king of Edom
burned to dust. 2And Iwill send a fire onMoab, burning up the great houses
of Kerioth: and death will come on Moab with noise and outcries and the
sound of the horn: 3And I will have the judge cut off from among them, and
all their captains I will put to death with him, says the Lord. 4 These are the
words of the Lord: For three crimes of Judah, and for four, I will not let its
fate be changed; because they have given up the law of the Lord, and have
not kept his rules; and their false ways, in which their fathers went, have
made them go out of the right way. 5And I will send a fire on Judah, burning
up the great houses of Jerusalem. 6These are thewords of theLord: For three
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crimes of Israel, and for four, I will not let its fate be changed; because they
have given theuprightman for silver, and thepoor for theprice of two shoes;
7 Crushing the head of the poor, and turning the steps of the gentle out of
the way: and a man and his father go in to the same young woman, putting
shame on my holy name: 8 By every altar they are stretched on clothing
taken from those who are in their debt, drinking in the house of their god
the wine of those who have made payment for wrongdoing. 9Though I sent
destructionon theAmoritebefore them,whowas tall as the cedarand strong
as the oak-tree, cutting offhis fruit fromonhighandhis roots fromunder the
earth. 10And I tookyouupoutof the landofEgypt, guidingyou for fortyyears
in the waste land, so that you might take for your heritage the land of the
Amorite. 11And some of your sons Imade prophets, and some of your young
men I made separate for myself. Is it not even so, O children of Israel? says
the Lord. 12But to those who were separate you gave wine for drink; and to
theprophets you said, Beprophets no longer. 13See, I amcrushing youdown,
as one is crushedunder a cart full of grain. 14Andflightwill be impossible for
the quick-footed, and the force of the strongwill become feeble, and theman
of war will not get away safely: 15And the bowman will not keep his place;
he who is quick-footed will not get away safely: and the horseman will not
keep his life. 16And hewho iswithout fear among the fightingmenwill go in
flight without his clothing in that day, says the Lord.

3
1Give ear to this word which the Lord has said against you, O children of

Israel, against all the family which I took up out of the land of Egypt, saying,
2You only of all the families of the earth have I taken care of: for this reason
I will send punishment on you for all your sins. 3 Is it possible for two to go
walking together, if not by agreement? 4Will a lion give his loud cry in the
woodlandwhenno food is there? will thevoiceof theyoung lionbe sounding
from his hole if he has taken nothing? 5 Is it possible for a bird to be taken in
a net on the earth where no net has been put for him? will the net come up
from the earth if it has taken nothing at all? 6 If the horn is sounded in the
town will the people not be full of fear? will evil come on a town if the Lord
hasnot done it? 7Certainly theLordwill donothingwithoutmaking clearhis
secret to his servants, the prophets. 8The cry of the lion is sounding;whowill
not have fear? The Lord God has said the word; is it possible for the prophet
to keep quiet? 9Give out the news in the great houses of Assyria and in the
land of Egypt, and say, Come together on the mountains of Samaria, and see
what great outcries are there, and what cruel acts are done in it. 10 For they
have no knowledge of how to dowhat is right, says the Lord, who are storing
up violent acts and destruction in their great houses. 11For this reason, says
the Lord, an attacker will come, shutting in the land on every side; and your
strengthwill come down and your great houseswill bemadewaste. 12These
are the words of the Lord: As the keeper of sheep takes out of the mouth of
the lion two legs or part of an ear; so will the children of Israel bemade safe,
who are resting in Samaria on seats of honour or on the silk cushions of a
bed. 13Give ear now, and give witness against the family of Jacob, says the
Lord God, the God of armies; 14For in the daywhen I give Israel punishment
for his sins, I will send punishment on the altars of Beth-el, and the horns
of the altar will be cut off and come down to the earth. 15 And I will send
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destruction on the winter house with the summer house; the ivory houses
will be falling down and the great houses will come to an end, says the Lord.

4
1Give ear to this word, you cows of Bashan, who are in the hill of Samaria,

by whom the poor are kept down, and those in need are crushed; who say
to their lords, Get out the wine and give us drink. 2 The Lord God has taken
an oath by his holy name, that the days are coming when they will take you
away with hooks, and the rest of you with fish-hooks. 3And you will go out
through the broken places, every one going straight before her, and youwill
be sent into Harmon, says the Lord. 4 Come to Beth-el and do evil; to Gilgal,
increasing thenumberof your sins; comewithyourofferings everymorning
and your tenths every three days: 5Let thatwhich is leavenedbe burned as a
praise-offering, let the news of your free offerings be given out publicly; for
this is pleasing to you, O children of Israel, says the Lord. 6 But in all your
towns I have kept food fromyour teeth, and in all your places there has been
need of bread: and still you have not come back tome, says the Lord. 7And I
have kept back the rain from you, when it was still three months before the
grain-cutting: I sent rain on one town and kept it back from another: one
part was rained on, and the part where there was no rain became a waste.
8 So two or three towns went wandering to one town looking for water, and
did not get enough: and still you have not come back to me, says the Lord.
9 I have sent destruction on your fields by burning and disease: the increase
of your gardens and your vine-gardens, your fig-trees and your olive-trees,
has been food for worms: and still you have not come back to me, says the
Lord. 10 I have sent disease among you, as it was in Egypt: I have put your
youngmen to the sword, and have taken away your horses; I havemade the
evil smell fromyour tents comeup to yournoses: and still youhavenot come
back tome, says the Lord. 11And I have sent destruction amongyou, aswhen
God sent destruction on Sodom and Gomorrah, and youwere like a burning
stick pulled out of the fire: and still you have not come back to me, says the
Lord. 12 So this is what I will do to you, O Israel: and because I will do this to
you, be ready for a meeting with your God, O Israel. 13 For see, he who gave
form to themountains andmade the wind, giving knowledge of his purpose
to man, who makes the morning dark, and is walking on the high places of
the earth: the Lord, the God of armies, is his name.

5
1Give ear to this word, my song of sorrow over you, O children of Israel.

2 The virgin of Israel has been made low, never again to be lifted up: she is
stretched out by herself on her land; there is no one to put her on her feet
again. 3 For these are the words of the Lord God: The town which was able
to send out a thousand, will have only a hundred; and that which sent out a
hundred, will have only ten, in Israel. 4 For these are the words of the Lord
to the children of Israel: Let your hearts be turned to me, so that you may
have life: 5Do not be looking for help to Beth-el, and do not go to Gilgal, or
makeyourway toBeer-sheba: forGilgalwill certainly be takenprisoner, and
Beth-el will come to nothing. 6Go to the Lord for help so that you may have
life; for fear that he may come like fire bursting out in the family of Joseph,
causing destruction, and there will be no one to put it out in Beth-el. 7 You
who make the work of judging a bitter thing, crushing down righteousness
to the earth; 8Go forhelp tohimwhomakesOrionand thePleiades, bywhom
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the deep dark is turned into morning, who makes the day black with night;
whose voice goes out to thewaters of the sea, sending themout over the face
of the earth: the Lord is his name; 9Who sends sudden destruction on the
strong, so that destruction comes on the walled town. 10 They have hate for
himwhomakes protest against evil in the public place, and hewhose words
are upright is disgusting to them. 11 So because the poor man is crushed
under your feet, and you take taxes from him of grain: you have made for
yourselves houses of cut stone, but you will not take your rest in them; the
fair vine-gardens planted by your handswill not give youwine. 12For I have
seen how your evil-doing is increased and how strong are your sins, you
troublers of the upright, who take rewards and do wrong to the cause of the
poor in the public place. 13 So the wise will say nothing in that time; for it is
an evil time. 14Go after good and not evil, so that life may be yours: and so
the Lord, the God of armies, will be with you, as you say. 15Be haters of evil
and lovers of good, and let right bedone in thepublic place: itmaybe that the
Lord, the God of armies, will havemercy on the rest of Joseph. 16So these are
the words of the Lord, the God of armies, the Lord: There will be weeping
in all the open spaces; and in all the streets they will say, Sorrow! sorrow!
and they will get in the farmer to the weeping, and the makers of sad songs
to give cries of grief. 17 In all the vine-gardens there will be cries of grief: for
Iwill go through among you, says the Lord. 18Sorrow to youwho are looking
for the day of the Lord! what is the day of the Lord to you? it is dark and not
light. 19As if aman, running away from a lion, came face to facewith a bear;
or went into the house and put his hand on the wall and got a bite from a
snake. 20Will not the day of the Lord be dark and not light? even very dark,
with no light shining in it? 21 Your feasts are disgusting to me, I will have
nothing to dowith them; I will take no delight in your holymeetings. 22Even
if you giveme your burned offerings and yourmeal offerings, I will not take
pleasure in them: I will have nothing to do with the peace-offerings of your
fat beasts. 23Take away fromme the noise of your songs; my ears are shut to
themelody of your instruments. 24But let the right go rolling on like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 25Did you come to me with
offerings of beasts and meal offerings in the waste land for forty years, O
Israel? 26Truly, youwill take up Saccuth your king and Kaiwan your images,
the star of your god, which you made for yourselves. 27And I will send you
away as prisoners farther than Damascus, says the Lord, whose name is the
God of armies.

6
1 Sorrow to those who are resting in comfort in Zion, and to those who

have no fear of danger in the mountain of Samaria, the noted men of the
chief of the nations, to whom the people of Israel come! 2 Go on to Calneh
and see; and from there go to Hamath the great; then go down to Gath of
the Philistines: are you better than these kingdoms? or is your land wider
than theirs? 3 You who put far away the evil day, causing the rule of the
violent to come near; 4 Who are resting on beds of ivory, stretched out
on soft seats, feasting on lambs from the flock and young oxen from the
cattle-house; 5Making foolish songs to the sound of corded instruments, and
designing for themselves instruments of music, like David; 6Drinking wine
inbasins, rubbing themselveswith thebest oils; but theyhavenogrief for the
destruction of Joseph. 7 So now they will go away prisoners with the first of
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thosewho aremade prisoners, and the loud cry of thosewhowere stretched
outwill come to anend. 8TheLordGodhas takenanoathbyhimself, says the
Lord, theGodofarmies: theprideof Jacob isdisgusting tome, and Ihavehate
for his great houses: so I will give up the townwith everything in it. 9Then it
will come about that if there are still tenmen in a house, deathwill overtake
them. 10 And when a man's relation, even the one who is responsible for
burning his body, lifting him up to take his bones out of the house, says to
him who is in the inmost part of the house, Is there still anyone with you?
and he says, No; then he will say, Keep quiet, for the name of the Lord may
not be named. 11For see, at the order of the Lord the great house will be full
of cracks and the little house will be broken. 12 Is it possible for horses to go
running on the rock? may the sea be ploughedwith oxen? for the right to be
turned by you into poison, and the fruit of righteousness into a bitter plant?
13 You whose joy is in a thing of no value, who say, Have we not taken for
ourselves horns by the strength which is ours? 14For see, I will send against
you a nation, O Israel, says the Lord, the God of armies, ruling you cruelly
from the way into Hamath as far as the stream of the Arabah.

7
1This is what the Lord God let me see: and I saw that, when the growth of

the late grass was starting, he made locusts; it was the late growth after the
king's cutting was done. 2And it came about that after they had taken all the
grass of the land, I said, O Lord God, have mercy: how will Jacob be able to
keep his place? for he is small. 3The Lord, changing his purpose about this,
said, It will not be. 4This is what the Lord let me see: and I saw that the Lord
God sent for a great fire to be the instrument of his punishment; and, after
burning up the great deep, it was about to put an end to the Lord's heritage.
5Then said I, O Lord God, let there be an end: howwill Jacob be able to keep
his place? for he is small. 6The Lord, changing his purpose about this, said,
And thiswill not be. 7This iswhat he letme see: and I saw the Lord stationed
by a wall made straight by a weighted line, and he had a weighted line in
his hand. 8And the Lord said to me, Amos, what do you see? And I said, A
weighted line. Then the Lord said, See, I will let down aweighted line among
mypeople Israel; never againwillmy eyes be shut to their sin: 9And the high
places of Isaac will be unpeopled, and the holy places of Israel will be made
waste; and I will come up against the family of Jeroboam with the sword.
10ThenAmaziah, thepriestofBeth-el, sent to Jeroboam,kingof Israel, saying,
Amos has made designs against you among the people of Israel: the land
is troubled by his words. 11 For Amos has said, Jeroboam will be put to the
sword, and Israel will certainly be taken away as a prisoner out of his land.
12And Amaziah said to Amos, O seer, go in flight into the land of Judah, and
there get your living by working as a prophet: 13But be a prophet no longer
at Beth-el: for it is the holy place of the king, and the king's house. 14 Then
Amos in answer said to Amaziah, I am no prophet, or one of the sons of the
prophets; I am a herdman and onewho takes care of sycamore-trees: 15And
the Lord took me from the flock, and the Lord said to me, Go, be a prophet
to my people Israel. 16Now then, give ear to the word of the Lord: You say,
Be no prophet to Israel, and say not a word against the people of Isaac. 17 So
this is what the Lord has said: Your wife will be a loose woman in the town,
and your sons and your daughters will be put to the sword, and your land
will be cut up into parts by a line; and you yourself will come to your end in
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an unclean land, and Israelwill certainly be taken away a prisoner out of his
land.

8
1This is what the Lord God let me see: and I saw a basket of summer fruit.

2And he said, Amos, what do you see? And I said, A basket of summer fruit.
Then the Lord said tome, The end has come tomy people Israel; never again
will my eyes be shut to their sin. 3And the songs of the king's house will be
cries of pain in that day, says the Lord God: great will be the number of the
dead bodies, and everywhere they will put them out without a word. 4Give
ear to this, you who are crushing the poor, and whose purpose is to put an
end to those who are in need in the land, 5 Saying, When will the newmoon
be gone, so that we may do trade in grain? and the Sabbath, so that we may
put out in the market the produce of our fields? making the measure small
and the price great, and trading falsely with scales of deceit; 6 Getting the
poor for silver, and himwho is in need for the price of two shoes, and taking
a price for the waste parts of the grain. 7 The Lord has taken an oath by the
pride of Jacob, Truly I will ever keep in mind all their works. 8Will not the
land be shaking with fear because of this, and everyone in it have sorrow?
and all of it will be overflowing like the River; and it will be troubled and
go down again like the River of Egypt. 9And it will come about in that day,
says the Lord God, that I will make the sun go down in themiddle of the day,
and I will make the earth dark in daylight: 10Your feasts will be turned into
sorrowandall yourmelody into songs of grief; everyonewill be clothedwith
haircloth, and the hair of every headwill be cut; I willmake theweeping like
that for an only son, and the end of it like a bitter day. 11 See, the days are
coming, says the Lord God, when I will send times of great need on the land,
not need of food or desire for water, but for hearing the words of the Lord.
12 And they will go wandering from sea to sea, and from the north even to
the east, running here and there in search of the word of the Lord, and they
will not get it. 13 In that day the fair virgins and the youngmenwill be feeble
fromneed ofwater. 14Thosewhomake their oaths by the sin of Samaria and
say, By the life of yourGod, ODan; and, By the livingway of Beer-sheba; even
they will go down, never again to be lifted up.

9
1 I saw the Lord stationed by the side of the altar, giving blows to the tops

of the pillars so that the doorsteps were shaking: and he said, I will let all of
them be broken with earth-shocks; I will put the last of them to the sword:
if any one of them goes in flight he will not get away, not one of them will
be safe. 2Even if they go deep into the underworld, my hand will take them
up from there; if they go up to heaven, I will get them down: 3 Though they
take cover on the top of Carmel, I will go in search of them and get them out;
though they keep themselves from my eyes in the bed of the sea, I will give
orders to the great snake there and he will give them a bite: 4 And though
they are taken away as prisoners by their attackers, even there will I give
orders to the sword to put them to death: my eyes will be fixed on them for
evil and not for good. 5For the Lord, the God of armies, is he at whose touch
the land is turned to water, and everyone in it will be given up to sorrow; all
of it will be overflowing like the River, and will go down again like the River
of Egypt; 6 It is hewhomakes his rooms in the heaven, basing his arch on the
earth; whose voice goes out to the waters of the sea, and sends them flowing
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over the face of the earth; the Lord is his name. 7Are you not as the children
of the Ethiopians tome, O children of Israel? says the Lord. Have I not taken
Israel up out of the land of Egypt, and the Philistines from Caphtor, and the
Aramaeans fromKir? 8See, the eyes of the Lord are on the evil kingdom, and
Iwill put an end to it in all the earth; but I will not send complete destruction
on Jacob, says the Lord. 9 For see, I will give orders, and I will have Israel
moved about among all the nations, as grain is moved about by the shaking
of the tray, but not the smallest seed will be dropped on the earth. 10 All
those sinners among my people will be put to the sword who say, Evil will
not overtake us or come face to face with us. 11 In that day I will put up the
tent of David which has come down, andmake good its broken places; and I
will put up again his damaged walls, building it up as in the past; 12 So that
the rest of Edom may be their heritage, and all the nations who have been
named by my name, says the Lord, who is doing this. 13 See, the days will
come, says the Lord, when the ploughman will overtake him who is cutting
the grain, and the crusher of the grapes himwho is planting seed; and sweet
wine will be dropping from the mountains, and the hills will be turned into
streams ofwine. 14And Iwill let the fate ofmy people Israel be changed, and
they will be building up again the waste towns and living in them; they will
again be planting vine-gardens and taking thewine for their drink; and they
will make gardens and get the fruit of them. 15And I will have them planted
in their land, and never again will they be uprooted from their land which I
have given them, says the Lord your God.
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The Book of
Obadiah

1 The vision of Obadiah. This is what the Lord has said about Edom: We
have hadword from the Lord, and a representative has been sent among the
nations, saying, Up! and let us make war against her. 2 See, I have made you
small among the nations: you are much looked down on. 3 You have been
tricked by the pride of your heart, O you whose living-place is in the cracks
of the rock,whose house is highup;whohas said in his heart,Whowillmake
me come down to earth? 4 Though you go up on high like an eagle, though
yourhouse is placedamong the stars, Iwillmakeyou comedown from there,
says the Lord. 5 If thieves came, attacking you by night, (howare you cut off!)
would they not go on taking till they had enough? if men came cutting your
grapes would they take them all? 6How are the things of Esau searched out!
how are his secret stores looked for! 7All themenwhowere unitedwith you
have been false to you, driving you out to the edge of the land: the menwho
were at peace with you have overcome you; they have taken their heritage
in your place. 8Will I not, in that day, says the Lord, take away the wise men
out of Edom, and wisdom out of the mountain of Esau? 9And your men of
war, O Teman, will be overcome with fear, so that every one of themmay be
cut off from the mountain of Esau. 10Because you were the cause of violent
death andbecause of your cruel behaviour to yourbrother Jacob, youwill be
covered with shame and will be cut off for ever. 11 Because you were there
watchingwhenmen fromother lands took away his goods, and strangemen
came into his doors, and put the fate of Jerusalem to the decision of chance;
youwere like oneof them. 12Donot seewithpleasureyourbrother's evil day,
the day of his fate, and donot be glad over the children of Judah on the day of
their destruction, or make wide your mouth on the day of trouble. 13Do not
go into the doors ofmypeople on the day of their downfall; do not be looking
on their troublewithpleasureon thedayof theirdownfall, orput yourhands
on their goods on the day of their downfall. 14And do not take your place at
the cross-roads, cutting off those of his peoplewho get away; and do not give
up to their haters thosewhoare still there in the day of trouble. 15For the day
of the Lord is coming quickly on all nations: as you have done it will be done
to you; the reward of your acts will come on your head. 16 For as you have
been drinking on my holy mountain, so will all the nations go on drinking
withoutend; theywill goondrinkingand thewinewill godowntheir throats,
and theywill be as if they had never been. 17But inMount Zion somewill be
kept safe, and itwill beholy; and thechildrenof Jacobwill take theirheritage.
18And the children of Jacobwill be a fire and those of Joseph a flame, and the
children of Esau dry stems of grass, burned up by them till all is gone: and
therewill benopeople living inEsau; for theLordhas said it. 19And theywill
take the South, and the lowland, and the country of Ephraim, and Gilead, as
their heritage. 20And those of the children of Israel who were the first to be
taken away as prisoners, will have their heritage among the Canaanites as
far as Zarephath; and those who were taken away from Jerusalem, who are
in Sepharad, will have the towns of the South. 21And those who have been
kept safewill comeup fromMount Zion tobe judges of themountain of Esau;
and the kingdomwill be the Lord's.
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The Book of
Jonah

1And the word of the Lord came to Jonah, the son of Amittai, saying, 2Up!
go to Nineveh, that great town, and let your voice come to it; for their evil-
doing has come up before me. 3And Jonah got up to go in flight to Tarshish,
away from the Lord; and hewent down to Joppa, and saw there a ship going
to Tarshish: so he gave them the price of the journey and went down into it
to go with them to Tarshish, away from the Lord. 4And the Lord sent out a
great wind on to the sea and there was a violent storm in the sea, so that the
ship seemed in danger of being broken. 5 Then the sailors were full of fear,
everyman crying to his god; and the goods in the shipwere dropped out into
the sea to make the weight less. But Jonah had gone down into the inmost
part of the ship where he was stretched out in a deep sleep. 6And the ship's
captain came to him and said to him, What are you doing sleeping? Up! say
a prayer to your God, if by chance God will give a thought to us, so that we
may not come to destruction. 7And they said to one another, Come, let us put
this to the decision of chance and see on whose account this evil has come
on us. So they did so, and Jonah was seen to be the man. 8Then they said to
him, Now make clear to us what is your work, and where you come from?
what is your country, andwho are your people? 9Andhe said to them, I ama
Hebrew, aworshipper of the Lord, the God of heaven, whomade the sea and
the dry land. 10And themenwere in great fear, and they said to him,What is
this you have done? For the men had knowledge of his flight from the Lord
because he had not kept it from them. 11And they said to him, What are we
to do to you so that the sea may become calm for us? For the sea was getting
rougher and rougher. 12Andhe said to them, Takemeup and putme into the
sea, and the sea will become calm for you: for I am certain that because of
me this great storm has come on you. 13And the men were working hard to
get back to the land, but they were not able to do so: for the sea got rougher
and rougher against them. 14So, crying to the Lord, they said, Give ear to our
prayer, O Lord, give ear, and do not let destruction overtake us because of
this man's life; do not put on us the sin of taking life without cause: for you,
O Lord, have done what seemed good to you. 15 So they took Jonah up and
put him into the sea: and the sea was no longer angry. 16Then great was the
men's fear of the Lord; and theymade an offering to the Lord and took oaths
to him. 17And the Lordmade ready a great fish to take Jonah into its mouth;
and Jonah was inside the fish for three days and three nights.

2
1 Then Jonah made prayer to the Lord his God from the inside of the fish,

and said, 2 Inmy trouble Iwas crying to the Lord, and he gaveme an answer;
out of the deepest underworld I sent up a cry, and you gave ear to my voice.
3 For you have put me down into the deep, into the heart of the sea; and the
riverwas round aboutme; all yourwaves and your rollingwaterswent over
me. 4 And I said, I have been sent away from before your eyes; how may
I ever again see your holy Temple? 5 The waters were circling round me,
even to the neck; the deep was about me; the sea-grass was twisted round
my head. 6 I went down to the bases of the mountains; as for the earth,
her walls were about me for ever: but you have taken up my life from the
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underworld, O LordmyGod. 7Whenmy soul inmewas overcome, I kept the
memory of the Lord: and my prayer came in to you, into your holy Temple.
8 The worshippers of false gods have given up their only hope. 9 But I will
make an offering to youwith the voice of praise; Iwill give effect tomyoaths.
Salvation is the Lord's. 10And at the Lord's order, the fish sent Jonah out of
its mouth on to the dry land.

3
1And the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2Up! go

to Nineveh, that great town, and give it the word which I have given you.
3 So Jonah got up and went to Nineveh as the Lord had said. Now Nineveh
was a very great town, three days' journey from end to end. 4And Jonah first
of all went a day's journey into the town, and crying out said, In forty days
destructionwill overtakeNineveh. 5And the people of Nineveh had belief in
God; and a time was fixed for going without food, and they put on haircloth,
from the greatest to the least. 6And the word came to the king of Nineveh,
and he got up from his seat of authority, and took off his robe, and covering
himself with haircloth, took his seat in the dust. 7 And he had it given out
in Nineveh, By the order of the king and his great men, no man or beast,
herd or flock, is to have a taste of anything; let them have no food or water:
8And letman and beast be coveredwith haircloth, and let themmake strong
prayers to God: and let everyone be turned fromhis evil way and the violent
acts of their hands. 9Whomay say that God will not be turned, changing his
purpose and turning away from his burning wrath, so that destruction may
not overtake us? 10And God sawwhat they did, how they were turned from
their evil way; and God's purpose was changed as to the evil which he said
he would do to them, and he did it not.

4
1But this seemed very wrong to Jonah, and he was angry. 2And he made

prayer to the Lord and said, O Lord, is this not what I said when I was still
in my country? This is why I took care to go in flight to Tarshish: for I was
certain that you were a loving God, full of pity, slow to be angry and great in
mercy, and ready to be turned from your purpose of evil. 3 So now, O Lord,
give ear to my prayer and take my life from me; for death is better for me
than life. 4And the Lord said, Have you any right to be angry? 5Then Jonah
went out of the town, and took his seat on the east side of the town andmade
himself a roof of branches and took his seat under its shade till he sawwhat
would become of the town. 6 And the Lord God made a vine come up over
Jonah to give him shade over his head. And Jonah was very glad because
of the vine. 7 But early on the morning after, God made ready a worm for
the destruction of the vine, and it became dry and dead. 8 Then when the
sun came up, God sent a burning east wind: and so great was the heat of the
sun onhis head that Jonahwas overcome, and, requesting death for himself,
said, Death is better for me than life. 9And the Lord said to Jonah, Have you
any right to be angry about the vine? And he said, I have a right to be truly
angry. 10And the Lord said, You had pity on the vine, for which you did no
work and for the growth of which you were not responsible; which came
up in a night and came to an end in a night; 11And am I not to have mercy
on Nineveh, that great town, in which there are more than a hundred and
twenty thousand persons without the power of judging between right and
left, as well as much cattle?
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The Book of
Micah

1Theword of the Lord which came toMicah theMorashtite, in the days of
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah: his vision about Samaria and
Jerusalem. 2 Give ear, you peoples, all of you; give attention, O earth and
everything in it: let the Lord God be witness against you, the Lord from his
holy Temple. 3For see, the Lord is coming out from his place, and will come
down, stepping on the high places of the earth. 4And the mountains will be
turned to water under him, and the deep valleys will be broken open, like
wax before the fire, like waters flowing down a slope. 5 All this is because
of the wrongdoing of Jacob and the sins of the children of Israel. What is
the wrongdoing of Jacob? is it not Samaria? and what are the high places of
Judah? are they not Jerusalem? 6 So I will make Samaria into a field and the
plantings of a vine-garden: I will send its stones falling down into the valley,
uncovering its bases. 7And all her pictured images will be hammered into
bits, and all the payments for her loose ways will be burned with fire, and
all the images of her gods I will make waste: for with the price of a loose
woman she got them together, and as the price of a loose woman will they
be given back. 8 For this I will be full of sorrow and give cries of grief; I will
go uncovered and unclothed: I will give cries of grief like the jackals andwill
be in sorrow like the ostriches. 9For her wounds may not be made well: for
it has come even to Judah, stretching up to the doorway of my people, even
to Jerusalem. 10Give no word of it in Gath, let there be no weeping at all: at
Beth-le-aphrah be rolling in the dust. 11Be uncovered and go away, youwho
are living in Shaphir: the one living in Zaanan has not come out of her town;
Beth-ezel is taken away from its base, even from its resting-place. 12 For the
one living in Maroth is waiting for good: for evil has come down from the
Lord to the doorways of Jerusalem. 13 Let the war-carriage be yoked to the
quick-running horse, you who are living in Lachish: she was the first cause
of sin to the daughter of Zion; for thewrongdoings of Israelwere seen in you.
14 For this cause give a parting offering to Moresheth-gath: the daughter of
Achzibwill be a deceit to the king of Israel. 15Evennowwill the taker of your
heritage come to you, you who are living in Mareshah: the glory of Israel
will come to destruction for ever. 16 Let your head be uncovered and your
hair cut off in sorrow for the children of your delight: let the hair be pulled
from your head like an eagle's; for they have been taken away from you as
prisoners.

2
1A curse on the designers of evil, working on their beds! in the morning

light they do it, because it is in their power. 2 They have a desire for fields
and take them by force; and for houses and take them away: they are cruel
to a man and his family, even to a man and his heritage. 3 For this cause the
Lord has said, See, against this family I am purposing an evil from which
youwill not be able to take your necks away, and youwill beweighted down
by it; for it is an evil time. 4 In that day this saying will be said about you,
and this song of grief will be made: The heritage of my people is measured
out, and there is no one to give it back; those who have made us prisoners
have taken ourfields fromus, and complete destructionhas come to us. 5For
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this cause you will have no one to make the decision by the measuring line
in the meeting of the Lord. 6 Let not words like these be dropped, they say:
Shameand thecursewill not come to the familyof Jacob! 7 Is theLordquickly
made angry? are these his doings? do not his words do good to his people
Israel? 8 As for you, you have become haters of those who were at peace
with you: you take the clothing of those who go by without fear, and make
them prisoners of war. 9 The women of my people you have been driving
away from their dearly loved children; from their young ones you are taking
my glory for ever. 10 Up! and go; for this is not your rest: because it has
been made unclean, the destruction ordered will come on you. 11 If a man
came with a false spirit of deceit, saying, I will be a prophet to you of wine
and strong drink: he would be the sort of prophet for this people. 12 I will
certainly make all of you, O Jacob, come together; I will get together the rest
of Israel; I will put them together like the sheep in their circle: like a flock
in their green field; they will be full of the noise of men. 13 The opener of
the way will go up before them: forcing their way out they will go on to the
doorway and out through it: their king will go on before them, and the Lord
at their head.

3
1And I said, Give ear, now, you heads of Jacob and rulers of the people of

Israel: is it not for you to have knowledge of what is right? 2 You who are
haters of good and lovers of evil, pulling off their skin from them and their
flesh from their bones; 3Like meat they take the flesh of my people for their
food, skinning them and crushing their bones, yes, cutting them up as if for
thepot, likeflesh inside thecooking-pot. 4Then theywill becrying to theLord
for help, but hewill not give themananswer: yes, hewill keephis face veiled
from them at that time, because their acts have been evil. 5This is what the
Lordhas saidabout theprophetsbywhommypeoplehavebeen turned from
the right way; who, biting with their teeth, say, Peace; and if anyone puts
nothing in theirmouths theymakeready forwaragainsthim. 6For this cause
it will be night for you, without a vision; and it will be dark for you, without
knowledge of the future; the sun will go down over the prophets, and the
daywill be black over them. 7And the seers will be shamed, and the readers
of the future will be at a loss, all of them covering their lips; for there is no
answer fromGod. 8But I truly am full of the spirit of the Lord, with power of
judgingandwith strength tomakeclear to Jacobhiswrongdoingand to Israel
his sin. 9Then give ear to this, you heads of the children of Jacob, you rulers
of the childrenof Israel, hatingwhat is right, twistingwhat is straight. 10They
are building up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with evil-doing. 11 Its heads
take rewards for judging, and the priests take payment for teaching, and the
prophets get silver for reading the future: but still, supporting themselves on
the Lord, they say, Is not the Lord among us? no evil will overtake us. 12 For
this reason, Zion will be ploughed like a field because of you, and Jerusalem
will become a mass of broken walls, and the mountain of the house like a
high place in the woods.

4
1 But in the last days it will come about that the mountain of the Lord's

house will be placed on the top of the mountains, and be lifted up over the
hills; and peoples will be flowing to it. 2And a number of nations will go and
say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house
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of the God of Jacob; and he will give us knowledge of his ways and we will
be guided by his word: for from Zion the law will go out, and the word of
the Lord from Jerusalem. 3And he will be judge between great peoples, and
strong nations far away will be ruled by his decisions; their swords will be
hammered intoplough-bladesand their spears intovine-knives: nationswill
no longer be lifting up their swords against one another, and knowledge of
war will have gone for ever. 4 But every man will be seated under his vine
and under his fig-tree, and no one will be a cause of fear to them: for the
mouth of the Lord of armies has said it. 5For all the peoples will be walking,
every one in the name of his god, and we will be walking in the name of the
Lord ourGod for ever and ever. 6 In that day, says the Lord, Iwill get together
her who goes with uncertain steps, I will get together her who has been sent
away, and her on whom I have sent evil; 7And I will make her whose steps
were uncertain a small band, and her who was feeble a strong nation: and
the Lord will be their King in Mount Zion from now and for ever. 8And you,
O tower of the flock, Ophel of the daughter of Zion, to you it will come, even
the earlier authority, the kingdom of the daughter of Jerusalem. 9Nowwhy
are you crying so loudly? is there no king in you? has destruction come on
your wise helper? so that pains have taken you like the pains of a woman
in childbirth: 10 Be in pain, make sounds of grief, O daughter of Zion, like a
woman in childbirth: for now you will go out of the town, living in the open
country, andwill come even to Babylon; there youwill have salvation; there
the Lord will make you free from the hands of your haters. 11 And now a
number of nations have come together against you, and they say, Let her
be made unclean and let our eyes see the fate of Zion. 12 But they have no
knowledge of the thoughts of the Lord, their minds are not able to see his
purpose: for he has got them together like stems of grain to the crushing-
floor. 13Up! and let the grain be crushed, O daughter of Zion, for I will make
your horn iron and your feet brass, and a number of peoples will be broken
by you, and youwill give up their increase to the Lord and theirwealth to the
Lord of all the earth.

5
1Now you will give yourselves deep wounds for grief; they will put up a

wall round us: theywill give the judge of Israel a blow on the facewith a rod.
2And you, Beth-lehem Ephrathah, the least among the families of Judah, out
of you one will come to me who is to be ruler in Israel; whose going out has
been purposed from time past, from the eternal days. 3For this cause hewill
give themup till the timewhenshewho iswith childhasgivenbirth: then the
rest of his brotherswill comeback to the children of Israel. 4Andhewill take
his place and give food to his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the glory of
the name of the Lord his God; and their resting-place will be safe: for now
he will be great to the ends of the earth. 5And this will be our peace: when
the Assyrian comes into our country and his feet are in our land, then we
will put up against him seven keepers of the flocks and eight chiefs among
men. 6And theywill makewaste the land of Assyria with the sword, and the
land of Nimrod with the edge of the sword: he will give us salvation from
the Assyrianwhen he comes into our country, when his feet come inside the
limit of our land. 7And the rest of Jacob will be among the mass of peoples
like dew from the Lord, like showers on the grass, which may not be kept
back by man, or be waiting for the sons of men. 8And the rest of Jacob will
be among the nations, in themiddle of themass of peoples, like a lion among
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the beasts of the woods, like a young lion among the flocks of sheep: if he
goes through, they will be crushed under foot and pulled to bits, and there
will be no saviour. 9Your hand is lifted up against thosewho are against you,
and all your haters will be cut off. 10And it will come about in that day, says
the Lord, that I will take away your horses from you, andwill give yourwar-
carriages to destruction: 11 I will have the towns of your land cut off and all
your strong places pulled down: 12 I will put an end to your use of secret arts,
and you will have no more readers of signs: 13And I will have your images
and your pillars cut off from you; and youwill no longer give worship to the
work of your hands. 14 I will have your Asherahs pulled up fromamong you:
and I will send destruction on your images. 15 And my punishment will be
effected on the nations with such burning wrath as they have not had word
of.

6
1Give earnow to thewords of theLord: Up! put forwardyour causebefore

the mountains, let your voice be sounding among the hills. 2Give ear, O you
mountains, to the Lord's cause, and take note, you bases of the earth: for the
Lord has a cause against his people, and hewill take it upwith Israel. 3Omy
people, what have I done to you? how have I been a weariness to you? give
answer againstme. 4For I took you up out of the land of Egypt andmade you
free from the prison-house; I sent before youMoses, Aaron, andMiriam. 5O
mypeople, keep inmindnowwhatwasdesignedbyBalak, king ofMoab, and
the answerwhich Balaam, son of Beor, gave him; the events, from Shittim to
Gilgal, so that youmay be certain of the upright acts of the Lord. 6Withwhat
amI to comebefore theLordandgowithbentheadbefore thehighGod? amI
to comebeforehimwithburnedofferings,with youngoxenayearold? 7Will
the Lord be pleased with thousands of sheep or with ten thousand rivers of
oil? am I to give my first child for my wrongdoing, the fruit of my body for
the sin of my soul? 8He has made clear to you, O man, what is good; and
what is desired from you by the Lord; only doing what is right, and loving
mercy, and walking without pride before your God. 9 The voice of the Lord
is crying out to the town: Give ear, you tribes and the meeting of the town.
10Am I to let the stores of the evil-doer go out of my memory, and the short
measure, which is cursed? 11 Is it possible for me to let wrong scales and the
bag of false weights go without punishment? 12 For its men of wealth are
cruel, and its people have said what is not true, and their tongue is false in
their mouth. 13 So I have made a start with your punishment; I have made
you waste because of your sins. 14You will have food, but not enough; your
shamewill be everwith you: youwill get your goodsmoved, but youwill not
take them away safely; and what you do take away I will give to the sword.
15You will put in seed, but you will not get in the grain; you will be crushing
olives, but your bodies will not be rubbed with the oil; and you will get in
the grapes, but you will have no wine. 16For you have kept the laws of Omri
and all the works of the family of Ahab, and you have been guided by their
designs: so that Imightmake you a cause ofwonder and your people a cause
of hisses; and the shame of my people will be on you.

7
1 Sorrow is mine! for I am as when they have got in the summer fruits,

like the last of the grapes: there is nothing for food, not even an early fig for
my desire. 2 The good man is gone from the earth, there is no one upright



Micah 7:3 895 Micah 7:20

amongmen: they are all waiting secretly for blood, everyman is going after
his brother with a net. 3 Their hands are made ready to do evil; the ruler
makes requests for money, and the judge is looking for a reward; and the
great man gives decisions at his pleasure, and the right is twisted. 4The best
of them is like a waste plant, and their upright ones are like a wall of thorns.
Sorrow! the day of their fate has come; nowwill trouble come on them. 5Put
no faith in a friend, do not let your hope be placed in a relation: keep watch
on the doors of your mouth against her who is resting on your breast. 6 For
the son puts shame on his father, the daughter goes against her mother and
the daughter-in-law against hermother-in-law; and aman's haters are those
of his family. 7 But as for me, I am looking to the Lord; I am waiting for the
God of my salvation: the ears of my God will be open to me. 8Do not be glad
because of my sorrow, O my hater: after my fall I will be lifted up; when I
am seated in the dark, the Lord will be a light to me. 9 I will undergo the
wrath of the Lord, because of my sin against him; till he takes up my cause
and does what is right for me: when he makes me come out into the light,
I will see his righteousness; 10And my hater will see it and be covered with
shame; she who said to me, Where is the Lord your God? my eyes will see
their desire effected on her, now shewill be crushed under foot like the dust
of the streets. 11A day for building yourwalls! in that daywill your limits be
stretched far andwide. 12 In that day theywill come to you fromAssyria and
the towns of Egypt, and fromEgypt even to the River, and from sea to sea and
frommountain to mountain. 13But the land will become a waste because of
its people, as the fruit of theirworks. 14Keep your people safewith your rod,
the flock of your heritage, living by themselves in the woods in the middle
of Carmel: let them get their food in Bashan and Gilead as in the past. 15As
in the days when you came out from the land of Egypt, let us see things of
wonder. 16The nations will see and be shamed because of all their strength;
they will put their hands on their mouths, their ears will be stopped. 17They
will take dust as their food like a snake, like the things which go flat on the
earth; they will come shaking with fear out of their secret places: they will
come with fear to the Lord our God, full of fear because of you. 18Who is
a God like you, offering forgiveness for evil-doing and overlooking the sins
of the rest of his heritage? he does not keep his wrath for ever, because his
delight is inmercy. 19Hewill againhavepity onus; hewill put our sins under
his feet: and you will send all our sins down into the heart of the sea. 20You
will make clear your good faith to Jacob and yourmercy to Abraham, as you
gave your oath to our fathers from times long past.
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The Book of
Nahum

1Theword about Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite.
2 The Lord is a God who takes care of his honour and gives punishment for
wrong; the Lord gives punishment and is angry; the Lord sends punishment
on those who are against him, being angry with his haters. 3 The Lord is
slow to get angry and great in power, and will not let the sinner go without
punishment: thewayof the Lord is in thewind and the storm, and the clouds
are the dust of his feet. 4He says sharp words to the sea and makes it dry,
drying up all the rivers: Bashan is feeble, and Carmel, and the flower of
Lebanon is without strength. 5 The mountains are shaking because of him,
and the hills flowing away; the earth is falling to bits before him, the world
and all who are in it. 6Who may keep his place before his wrath? and who
may undergo the heat of his passion? his wrath is let loose like fire and the
rocks are broken open by him. 7 The Lord is good, a strong place in the day
of trouble; and he has knowledge of those who take him for their safe cover.
8 But like water overflowing he will take them away; he will put an end to
those who come up against him, driving his haters into the dark. 9What are
you designing against the Lord? he will put an end to it: his haters will not
come up again a second time. 10For though they are like twisted thorns, and
are overcome aswith drink, theywill come to destruction like stems of grass
fullydry. 11Onehas goneout fromyouwho isdesigningevil against theLord,
whose purposes are of no value. 12This iswhat theLordhas said: Thedays of
mycause against youare ended; they are cut offandpast. Though Ihave sent
trouble on you, you will no longer be troubled. 13And now I will let his yoke
be broken off you, and your chains be parted. 14The Lord has given an order
about you, that no more of your name are to be planted: from the house of
your gods I will have the pictured andmetal images cut off; I will make your
last resting-place a place of shame; for you are completely evil. 15 See on the
mountains the feet of himwho comeswith good news, givingword of peace!
Keep your feasts, O Judah, give effect to your oaths: for the good-for-nothing
manwill never again go through you; he is completely cut off.

2
1 A crusher has come up before your face: keep a good look-out, let the

way be watched, make yourself strong, let your power be greatly increased.
2 For the Lord will make good the vine of Jacob, as well as the vine of Israel:
for thewasters havemade themwaste and sent destruction on the branches
of their vine. 3The body-covers of his fighting men have beenmade red, the
menofwar are clothed inbright red: thewar-carriages are likeflames of fire
in the day when he gets ready, the horses are shaking. 4 The war-carriages
are rushing through the streets, pushing against one another in the wide
ways, looking likeburning lights, running like thunder-flames. 5He takes the
record of his great men: they go falling on their way; they go quickly to the
wall, the cover ismade ready. 6The river doorways are forced open, and the
king's house isflowingaway. 7And thequeen isuncovered, she is takenaway
and her servant-girls are weeping like the sound of doves, hammering on
their breasts. 8But Nineveh is like a pool of water whose waters are flowing
away; Keep your place, they say; but no one is turning back. 9 Take silver,
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take gold; for there is no end to the store; take for yourselves a weight of
things to be desired. 10 Everything has been taken from her, all is gone, she
has nothingmore: the heart is turned towater, the knees are shaking, all are
twisted inpain, andcolourhas gone fromall faces. 11Where is the lions' hole,
the place where the young lions got their food, where the lion and the she-
lion were walking with their young, without cause for fear? 12Food enough
for his young and for his she-lions was pulled down by the lion; his hole was
full of flesh and his resting-place stored with meat. 13 See, I am against you,
says the Lord of armies, and I will have your war-carriages burned in the
smoke, and your young lions will be food for the sword: you will no longer
get your food by force on the earth, and the voice of your she-lions will be
stopped for ever.

3
1 A curse is on the town of blood; it is full of deceit and violent acts; and

there is no end to the taking of life. 2The noise of the whip, and the noise of
thundering wheels; horses rushing andwar-carriages jumping, 3Horsemen
driving forward, and the shining sword and the bright spear: and a great
number of wounded, and masses of dead bodies; they are falling over the
bodies of the dead: 4Because of all the falseways of the loosewoman, expert
in attraction andwise in secret arts, who takes nations in the net of her false
ways, and families through her secret arts. 5 See, I am against you, says the
Lord of armies, and I will have your skirts pulled over your face, and let the
nations see you unclothed, and the kingdoms your shame. 6 I will make you
completely disgusting and full of shame, and will put you up to be looked at
by all. 7 And it will come about that all who see you will go in flight from
you and say, Nineveh is made waste: who will be weeping for her? where
am I to get comforters for her? 8 Are you better than No-amon, seated on
the Nile streams, with waters all round her; whose wall was the sea and her
earthwork the waters? 9 Ethiopia was her strength and Egyptians without
number; Put and Lubim were her helpers. 10 But even she has been taken
away, shehasgoneawayasaprisoner: evenheryoungchildrenare smashed
to bits at the top of all the streets: the fate of her honoured men is put to the
decisionof chance, andall her greatmenareput in chains. 11Andyouwill be
overcome with wine, you will become feeble; you will be looking for a safe
place from those who are fighting against you. 12All your walled places will
be like fig-trees and your people like the first figs, falling at a shake into the
mouthwhich is open for them. 13See, the peoplewho are in you arewomen;
the doorways of your land arewide open to your attackers: the locks of your
doors have been burned away in the fire. 14 Get water for the time when
you are shut in,make strong your towns: go into the potter's earth, stamping
it down with your feet, make strong the brickworks. 15 There the fire will
make you waste; you will be cut off by the sword: make yourself as great in
number as the worms, as great in number as the locusts. 16Let your traders
be increased more than the stars of heaven: 17 Your crowned ones are like
the locusts, and your scribes like the clouds of insects which take cover in
the walls on a cold day, but when the sun comes up they go in flight, and
are seen no longer in their place. 18 Sorrow! how are the keepers of your
flock sleeping, O king of Assyria! your strong men are at rest; your people
are wandering on the mountains, and there is no one to get them together.
19 Your pain may not be made better; you are wounded to death: all those
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hearing the news about you will be waving their hands in joy over you: for
who has not undergone the weight of your evil-doing again and again?
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The Book of
Habakkuk

1ThewordwhichHabakkuk theprophet saw. 2Howlong,OLord,will your
ears be shut to my voice? I make an outcry to you about violent behaviour,
but youdonot send salvation. 3Whydoyoumakemeseeevil-doing, andwhy
aremy eyes fixed onwrong? forwasting and violent acts are beforeme: and
there is fighting and bitter argument. 4 For this reason the law is feeble and
decisions are not effected: for the uprightman is circled roundby evil-doers;
because of which right is twisted. 5 See among the nations, and take note,
and be full of wonder: for in your days I am doing a work in which you will
have no belief, even if news of it is given to you. 6 For see, I am sending the
Chaldaeans, that bitter and quick-moving nation; who go through the wide
spaces of the earth to get for themselves living-places which are not theirs.
7 They are greatly to be feared: their right comes from themselves. 8 And
their horses are quicker than leopards and their horsemenmore cruel than
evening wolves; they come from far away, like an eagle in flight rushing on
its food. 9They are coming all of themwith force; the direction of their faces
is forward, the number of their prisoners is like the sands of the sea. 10He
makes little of kings, rulers are a sport to him; all the strong places are to be
laughed at; for he makes earthworks and takes them. 11 Then his purpose
will be changed, over-stepping the limit; he will make his strength his god.
12 Are you not eternal, O Lord my God, my Holy One? for you there is no
death. O Lord, he has been ordered by you for our punishment; and by you,
O Rock, he has been marked out to put us right. 13Before your holy eyes sin
may not be seen, and you are unable to put up with wrong; why, then, are
your eyes on the false? why do you say nothing when the evil-doer puts an
end to one who is more upright than himself? 14He has made men like the
fishes of the sea, like the worms which have no ruler over them. 15He takes
them all up with his hook, he takes them in his net, getting them together in
his fishing-net: forwhich cause he is glad and full of joy. 16For this reason he
makes an offering to his net, burning perfume to his fishing-net; because by
them he gets much food and his meat is fat. 17 For this cause his net is ever
open, and there is no end to his destruction of the nations.

2
1 I will take my position and be on watch, placing myself on my tower,

looking out to see what he will say to me, and what answer he will give to
my protest. 2 And the Lord gave me an answer, and said, Put the vision in
writing and make it clear on stones, so that the reader may go quickly. 3 For
the vision is still for the fixed time, and it is moving quickly to the end, and it
will not be false: even if it is slow in coming, go on waiting for it; because it
will certainly come, itwill not be kept back. 4As for themanof pride,my soul
has no pleasure in him; but the upright man will have life through his good
faith. 5A curse on the cruel and false one! the man full of pride, who never
has enough; whomakes his desireswide as the underworld! he is like death;
he is never full, but he makes all nations come to him, getting all peoples
together to himself. 6Will not all these take up a word of shame against him
and a bitter saying against him, and say, A curse on him who goes on taking
what is not his and isweighted downwith the property of debtors! 7Will not
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your creditors suddenly be moved against you, and your troublers get up
from their sleep, and you will be to them like goods taken in war? 8Because
you have taken their goods from great nations, all the rest of the peopleswill
take your goods from you; because of men's blood and violent acts against
the land and the town and all who are living in it. 9A curse on himwho gets
evil profits for his family, so that he may put his resting-place on high and
be safe from the hand of the wrongdoer! 10You have been a cause of shame
to your house by cutting off a number of peoples, and sinning against your
soul. 11 For the stone will give a cry out of the wall, and it will be answered
by the board out of the woodwork. 12A curse on himwho is building a place
with blood, and basing a town on evil-doing! 13 See, is it not the pleasure
of the Lord of armies that the peoples are working for the fire and using
themselves up for nothing? 14 For the earth will be full of the knowledge
of the glory of the Lord as the sea is covered by the waters. 15 A curse on
him who gives his neighbour the wine of his wrath, making him overcome
with strong drink from the cup of his passion, so that youmaybe awitness of
their shame! 16You are full of shame in place of glory: take your part in the
drinking, and let your shame be uncovered: the cup of the Lord's right hand
will come round to you and your glory will be covered with shame. 17 For
the violent acts against Lebanonwill come on you, and the destruction of the
cattle will be a cause of fear to you, because of men's blood and the violent
acts against the landand the townandallwhoare living in it. 18Whatprofit is
thepictured image to itsmaker? andas for themetal image, the false teacher,
why does itsmaker put his faith in it, making false godswithout a voice? 19A
curse on himwho says to thewood, Awake! to the unbreathing stone, Up! let
it be a teacher! See, it is plated with gold and silver, and there is no breath
at all inside it. 20But the Lord is in his holy Temple: let all the earth be quiet
before him.

3
1A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, put to Shigionoth. 2O Lord, word of

you has come to my ears; I have seen your work, O Lord; when the years
come near make it clear; in wrath keep mercy in mind. 3 God came from
Teman, and the Holy One from Mount Paran. Selah. The heavens were
covered with his glory, and the earth was full of his praise. 4Hewas shining
like the light; hehadrayscomingout fromhishand: therehispowerwaskept
secret. 5Before himwent disease, and flameswent out at his feet. 6From his
high place he sent shaking on the earth; he saw and nations were suddenly
moved: and the eternal mountains were broken, the unchanging hills were
bent down; his ways are eternal. 7 The curtains of Cushan were troubled,
and the tents of Midian were shaking. 8 Was your wrath burning against
the rivers? were you angry with the sea, that you went on your horses, on
your war-carriages of salvation? 9Your bowwas quite uncovered. Selah. By
you the earth was cut through with rivers. 10 The mountains saw you and
were moved with fear; the clouds were streaming with water: the voice of
the deep was sounding; the sun did not come up, and the moon kept still in
herplace. 11At the light of yourarrows theywent away, at the shiningof your
polished spear. 12Youwent stepping through the land inwrath, crushing the
nations in your passion. 13Youwent out for the salvation of your people, for
the salvation of the one on whom your holy oil was put; wounding the head
of the family of the evil-doer, uncovering the base even to the neck. Selah.
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14 You have put your spears through his head, his horsemen were sent in
flight like dry stems; they had joy in driving away the poor, inmaking ameal
of them secretly. 15 The feet of your horses were on the sea, on the mass of
great waters. 16Hearing it, my inner parts were moved, and my lips were
shaking at the sound;mybones became feeble, andmy stepswere uncertain
underme: I gave sounds of grief in the day of trouble, when his forces came
up against the people in bands. 17For though the fig-tree has no flowers, and
there is no fruit on the vine, andwork on the olive comes to nothing, and the
fields give no food; and the flock is cut off from its resting-place, and there is
no herd in the cattle-house: 18 Still, I will be glad in the Lord, my joy will be
in the God ofmy salvation. 19The Lord God ismy strength, and hemakesmy
feet like roes' feet, guidingme onmy high places. For the chief music-maker
on corded instruments.
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The Book of
Zephaniah

1Theword of the Lordwhich came to Zephaniah, the son of Cushi, the son
of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of Hezekiah, in the days of Josiah,
the son of Amon, king of Judah. 2 I will take away everything from the face
of the earth, says the Lord. 3 I will take away man and beast; I will take
away the birds of the heaven and the fishes of the sea; causing the downfall
of the evil-doers, and cutting man off from the face of the earth, says the
Lord. 4Andmy hand will be stretched out on Judah and on all the people of
Jerusalem, cutting off the name of the Baal from this place, and the name of
the false priests, 5And the worshippers of the army of heaven on the house-
tops, and the Lord'sworshipperswho take oaths byMilcom, 6And thosewho
are turned back from going after the Lord, and those who have not made
prayer to the Lord or got directions fromhim. 7Let there be no sound before
the LordGod: for the day of the Lord is near: for the Lord hasmade ready an
offering, he has made his guests holy. 8And it will come about in the day of
the Lord's offering, that I will send punishment on the rulers and the king's
sons and all who are clothed in robes from strange lands. 9And in that day I
will send punishment on all thosewho come jumping over the doorstep and
make theirmaster's house full of violent behaviour anddeceit. 10And in that
day, says the Lord, there will be the sound of a cry from the fish doorway,
and an outcry from the new town, and a great thundering from the hills, and
cries of grief from the people of the Hollow; 11Because of the downfall of all
the people of Canaan: all those who were weighted down with silver have
been cut off. 12And it will come about at that time, that I will go searching
through Jerusalem with lights; and I will send punishment on the men who
have become like wine stored over-long, who say to themselves, The Lord
will not do good and will not do evil. 13 And their wealth will be violently
taken away, and their houses will be made waste: they will go on building
houses andnever living in them, andplanting vine-gardens but not drinking
thewine from them. 14The great dayof theLord is near, it is near and coming
very quickly; the bitter day of the Lord is near, coming onmore quickly than
a man of war. 15 That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and sorrow, a
day of wasting and destruction, a day of dark night and deep shade, a day of
cloud and thick dark. 16A day of sounding the horn and the war-cry against
the walled towns and the high towers. 17And I will send trouble on men so
that theywill go about like the blind, because they have done evil against the
Lord: and their blood will be drained out like dust, and their strength like
waste. 18 Even their silver and their gold will not be able to keep them safe
in the day of the Lord's wrath; but all the landwill be burned up in the fire of
his bitter wrath: for he will put an end, even suddenly, to all who are living
in the land.

2
1 Come together, make everyone come together, O nation without shame;

2 Before the Lord sends you violently away in flight like the waste from the
grain; before the burning wrath of the Lord comes on you, before the day
of the Lord's wrath comes on you. 3Make search for the Lord, all you quiet
ones of the earth, who have done what is right in his eyes; make search for
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righteousness and a quiet heart: it may be that you will be safely covered
in the day of the Lord's wrath. 4For Gaza will be given up and Ashkelon will
becomewaste: theywill sendAshdod out in themiddle of the day, andEkron
will be uprooted. 5 Sorrow to the people living by the sea, the nation of the
Cherethites! The word of the Lord is against you, O Canaan, the land of the
Philistines; I will send destruction on you till there is no one living in you.
6And the land by the seawill be grass-land, with houses for keepers of sheep
and walled places for flocks. 7 The land by the sea will be for the rest of the
children of Judah; by the sea theywill give their flocks food: in the houses of
Ashkelon they will take their rest in the evening; for the Lord their God will
take theminhandand their fatewill be changed. 8Myearshavebeenopen to
the bitter words ofMoab and thewords of shame of the children of Ammon,
which they have said against my people, lifting themselves up against the
limit of their land. 9 For this cause, by my life, says the Lord of armies, the
Godof Israel, trulyMoabwill become like Sodomand the childrenofAmmon
like Gomorrah, given up to waste plants and salt pools and unpeopled for
ever: the rest of my people will take their property, the overflow of my
nation will take their heritage. 10 This will be their fate because of their
pride, because they have said evil, lifting themselves up against the people
of the Lord of armies. 11 The Lord will let himself be seen by them: for he
will make all the gods of the earth feeble; and men will go down before him
in worship, everyone from his place, even all the sea-lands of the nations.
12And you Ethiopians will be put to death bymy sword. 13And his handwill
be stretched out against the north, for the destruction of Assyria; and hewill
make Nineveh unpeopled and dry like thewaste land. 14And herdswill take
their rest in themiddle of her, all the beasts of the valley: the pelican and the
porcupine will make their living-places on the tops of its pillars; the owl will
be crying in thewindow; the ravenwill be seen on the doorstep. 15This is the
townwhichwas full of joy, livingwithout fear of danger, saying in her heart,
I am, and there is no other: how has she beenmadewaste, a place for beasts
to take their rest in! everyone who goes by her will make hisses, waving his
hand.

3
1 Sorrow to her who is uncontrolled and unclean, the cruel town! 2 She

gave no attention to the voice, she had no use for teaching, she put no faith
in the Lord, she did not come near to her God. 3 Her rulers are like loud-
voiced lions in her; her judges are wolves of the evening, crushing up the
bones before the morning. 4 Her prophets are good-for-nothing persons,
full of deceit: her priests have made the holy place unclean and have gone
violently against the law. 5 The Lord in her is upright; he will not do evil;
every morning he lets his righteousness be seen, he is unchanging; but the
evil-doer has no sense of shame. 6 I have had the nations cut off, their towers
are broken down; I have made their streets a waste so that no one goes
through them: destructionhasovertaken their towns, so that there isnoman
living in them. 7 I said, Certainly you will go in fear of me, and come under
my training, so thatwhatever Imay sendonhermaynot be cut offbeforeher
eyes: but they got up early and made all their works evil. 8 For this reason,
go onwaiting forme, says the Lord, till the daywhen I come up as awitness:
for my purpose is to send for the nations and to get the kingdoms together,
so that I may let loose on them my passion, even all my burning wrath: for
all the earth will be burned up in the fire of my bitter passion. 9 For then I
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will give the people a clean language, so that theymay allmake prayer to the
Lord and be his servants with onemind. 10From over the rivers of Ethiopia,
and from the sides of the north, they will come to me with an offering. 11 In
that day youwill have no shameon account of all the things inwhich youdid
evil against me: for then I will take away from among you those who were
lifted up in pride, and you will no longer be lifted up with pride in my holy
mountain. 12But Iwill still haveamongyouaquiet andpoorpeople, and they
will put their faith in the name of the Lord. 13The rest of Israelwill do no evil
and say no false words; the tongue of deceit will not be seen in their mouth:
for theywill take their foodand their rest, andnoonewill bea causeof fear to
them. 14Make melody, O daughter of Zion; give a loud cry, O Israel; be glad
and let your heart be full of joy, O daughter of Jerusalem. 15 The Lord has
taken away those who were judging you, he has sent your haters far away:
the King of Israel, even the Lord, is among you: you will have no more fear
of evil. 16 In that day it will be said to Jerusalem, Have no fear: O Zion, let
not your hands be feeble. 17 The Lord your God is among you, as a strong
saviour: he will be glad over you with joy, he will make his love new again,
hewill make a song of joy over you as in the time of a holy feast. 18 I will take
away your troubles, lifting up your shame from off you. 19 See, at that time
I will put an end to all who have been troubling you: I will give salvation to
her whose steps are uncertain, and get together her who has been sent in
flight; and I will make them a cause of praise and an honoured name in all
the earth, when I let their fate be changed. 20 At that time I will make you
come in, at that time I will get you together: for I will make you a name and
a praise among all the peoples of the earth when I let your fate be changed
before your eyes, says the Lord.
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The Book of
Haggai

1 In the secondyearofDarius theking, in the sixthmonth, on thefirstdayof
themonth, came the word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel,
the son of Shealtiel, ruler of Judah, and to Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the
high priest, saying, 2These are thewords of the Lord of armies: These people
say, The time has not come for building the Lord's house. 3 Then the word
of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 4 Is it a time for you to be
living in roofed houses while this house is a waste? 5For this cause the Lord
of armies has said, Give thought to your ways. 6Much has been planted, but
little got in; you take food, but have not enough; you take drink, but are not
full; you are clothed, but no one is warm; and he who gets payment for his
work, gets it to put it into a bag full of holes. 7This is what the Lord of armies
has said: Give thought to your ways. 8Go up to the hills and get wood and
put up the house; and I will take pleasure in it and be honoured, says the
Lord. 9You were looking for much, and it came to little; and when you got it
into your house, I took it away with a breath. Why? says the Lord of armies.
Because of my house which is a waste, while every man takes care of the
house which is his. 10For this cause the heaven over you is kept from giving
dew, and the earth fromgiving her fruit. 11Andbymyorder no rain came on
the landoron themountainsor thegrainor thewineor theoil or theproduce
of the earth or on men or cattle or on any work of man's hands. 12 Then
Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high
priest, and all the rest of the people, gave ear to the voice of the Lord their
God and to thewords of Haggai the prophet, because the Lord their God had
sent him, and the peoplewere in fear before the Lord. 13ThenHaggai, whom
theLordhad sent to give hiswords to the people, said, I amwith you, says the
Lord. 14And the spirit of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, ruler of Judah, was
moved by the Lord, aswas the spirit of Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high
priest, and the spirit of all the rest of the people; and they came and didwork
in the house of the Lord of armies, their God. 15On the twenty-fourth day of
themonth, in the sixthmonth, in the second year of Darius the king.

2
1 In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of

the Lord came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 2 Say now to Zerubbabel, the
son of Shealtiel, ruler of Judah, and to Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high
priest, and to the rest of the people, 3Who is there still among you who saw
this house in its first glory? and how do you see it now? is it not in your eyes
as nothing? 4But now be strong, O Zerubbabel, says the Lord; and be strong,
O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, all you people of
the land, says the Lord, and get to work: for I am with you, says the Lord
of armies: 5 The agreement which I made with you when you came out of
Egypt, and my spirit, are with you still; have no fear. 6 For this is what the
Lord of armies has said: In a short time I will make a shaking of the heavens
and the earth and the sea and the dry land; 7And I will make a shaking of all
the nations, and the desired things of all nations will come: and I will make
this house full of my glory, says the Lord of armies. 8 The silver is mine and
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the gold is mine, says the Lord of armies. 9 The second glory of this house
will be greater than the first, says the Lord of armies: and in this place I will
give peace, says the Lord of armies. 10On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth
month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came by Haggai
the prophet, saying, 11 These are the words of the Lord of armies: Put now
a point of law to the priests, saying, 12 If anyone has some holy flesh folded
in the skirt of his robe, will bread or soup or wine or oil or any other food be
madeholy if touchedbyhis skirt? And thepriests answering said,No. 13Then
Haggai said, Will any of these be made unclean by the touch of one who is
unclean through touching a dead body? And the priests answering said, It
will be made unclean. 14 Then Haggai said, So is this people and so is this
nation beforeme, says the Lord; and so is everywork of their hands; and the
offering they give there is unclean. 15And now, give thought, looking back
from this day to the time before one stone was put on another in the Temple
of the Lord: 16How, when anyone came to a store of twentymeasures, there
were only ten: when anyone went to the wine-store to get fifty vessels full,
there were only twenty. 17And I sent burning and wasting and a rain of ice-
drops on all the works of your hands; but still you were not turned to me,
says the Lord. 18And now, give thought; looking on from this day, from the
twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, from the time when the base of the
Lord's house was put in its place, give thought to it. 19 Is the seed still in the
store-house? have the vine and the fig-tree, the pomegranate and the olive-
tree, still not given their fruit? from this day I will send my blessing on you.
20 And the word of the Lord came a second time to Haggai, on the twenty-
fourth day of the month, saying, 21 Say to Zerubbabel, ruler of Judah, I will
make a shaking of the heavens and the earth, 22Overturning the power of
kingdoms; and I will send destruction on the strength of the kingdoms of
the nations; by me war-carriages will be overturned with those who are in
them; and the horses and the horsemen will come down, everyone by the
sword of his brother. 23 In that day, says the Lord of armies, I will take you, O
Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, says the Lord, and will make
you as a jewelled ring: for I have taken you to be mine, says the Lord of
armies.
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The Book of
Zechariah

1 In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord
came to Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying,
2 The Lord has been very angry with your fathers: 3 And you are to say to
them, These are the words of the Lord of armies: Come back to me, says the
Lord of armies, and I will come back to you. 4 Be not like your fathers, to
whom the voice of the earlier prophets came, saying, Be turned now from
your evil ways and from your evil doings: but they did not give ear to me or
takenote, says the Lord. 5Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do
they go on living for ever? 6Butmywords andmy orders, which I gave tomy
servants the prophets, have they not overtaken your fathers? and turning
back they said, As it was the purpose of the Lord of armies to do to us, in
reward for our ways and our doings, so has he done. 7On the twenty-fourth
day of the eleventh month, the month Shebat, in the second year of Darius,
theword of the Lord came to Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo
the prophet, saying, 8 I saw in the night a man on a red horse, between the
mountains in the valley, and at his back were horses, red, black, white, and
ofmixed colours. 9Then I said, Omy lord,what are these? And the angelwho
was talking to me said to me, I will make clear to you what they are. 10And
the man who was between the mountains, answering me, said, These are
those whom the Lord has sent to go up and down through the earth. 11And
the man who was between the mountains, answering, said to the angel of
the Lord, We have gone up and down through the earth, and all the earth
is quiet and at rest. 12 Then the angel of the Lord, answering, said, O Lord
of armies, how long will it be before you have mercy on Jerusalem and on
the towns of Judah against which your wrath has been burning for seventy
years? 13And the Lord gave an answer in good and comforting words to the
angel who was talking to me. 14 And the angel who was talking to me said
to me, Let your voice be loud and say, These are the words of the Lord of
armies: I am greatly moved about the fate of Jerusalem and of Zion. 15And
I am very angry with the nations who are living untroubled: for when I was
only a little angry, they made the evil worse. 16 So this is what the Lord has
said: I have comeback to Jerusalemwithmercies;myhouse is to be put up in
her, says the Lord of armies, and a line is to be stretched out over Jerusalem.
17And again let your voice be loud and say, This is what the Lord of armies
has said: My townswill againbeoverflowingwith good things, andagain the
Lord will give comfort to Zion and take Jerusalem for himself. 18And lifting
up my eyes I saw four horns. 19 And I said to the angel who was talking to
me,What are these? And he said tome, These are the hornswhich have sent
Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem in flight. 20 And the Lord gave me a vision of
fourmetal-workers. 21Then I said,What have these come to do? Andhe said,
These are the horns which sent Judah in flight, and kept him from lifting up
his head: but thesemenhave come to send fear on themand to put down the
nations who are lifting up their horns against the land of Judah to send it in
flight.

2
1 And lifting up my eyes, I saw a man with a measuring-line in his hand.
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2 And I said to him, Where are you going? And he said to me, To take the
measure of Jerusalem, to see how wide and how long it is. 3 And the angel
who was talking to me went out, and another angel went out, and, meeting
him, 4Said tohim, Goquickly and say to this youngman, Jerusalemwill be an
unwalled town, because of the great number of men and cattle in her. 5 For
I, says the Lord, will be a wall of fire round about her, and I will be the glory
inside her. 6Ho, ho! go in flight from the land of the north, says the Lord:
for I have sent you far and wide to the four winds of heaven, says the Lord.
7Ho! Zion, go in flight from danger, you who are living with the daughter of
Babylon. 8For this is what the Lord of armies has said: In theway of glory he
has sentme to thenationswhichhave takenyourgoods: foranyone touching
you is touchingwhat ismost dear tohim. 9Forat the shakingofmyhandover
them, their goods will be taken by those who were their servants: and you
will see that the Lord of armies has sent me. 10Give songs of joy, O daughter
of Zion: for I come, and I will make my resting-place among you, says the
Lord. 11And a number of nations will be joined to the Lord in that day, and
will becomemy people; and I will be living among you, and youwill see that
theLordofarmieshas sentme toyou. 12AndJudahwill be theLord'sheritage
in the holy land, and Jerusalemwill again be his. 13Let all flesh be quiet and
make no sound before the Lord: for he is awake and has come from his holy
resting-place.

3
1And he let me see Joshua, the high priest, in his place before the angel of

theLord, and the Satanat his right hand ready to takeupa cause against him.
2And the Lord said to the Satan,May the Lord'sword be sharp against you, O
Satan, the word of the Lord who has taken Jerusalem for himself: is this not
a burning branchpulled out of thefire? 3Now Joshuawas clothed inunclean
robes, and he was in his place before the angel. 4And he made answer and
said to thosewhowere therebeforehim, Take theunclean robes offhim, and
let him be clothed in clean robes; 5 And let them put a clean head-dress on
his head. So they put a clean head-dress on his head, clothing himwith clean
robes: and to him he said, See, I have taken your sin away from you. 6And
the angel of the Lord made a statement to Joshua, and said, 7 These are the
words of the Lord of armies: If you will go in myways and keep what I have
put in your care, then you will be judge over my Temple and have the care
of my house, and I will give you the right to come in among those who are
there. 8 Give ear now, O Joshua, the high priest, you and your friends who
are seated before you; for these are men who are a sign: for see, I will let
my servant the Branch be seen. 9 For see, the stone which I have put before
Joshua; onone stone are seven eyes: see, the design cut on itwill bemywork,
says the Lord of armies, and I will take away the sin of that land in one day.
10 In that day, says the Lord of armies, youwill be one another's guests under
the vine and under the fig-tree.

4
1And the angel who was talking to me came again, awaking me as a man

out of his sleep. 2Andhe said tome,What do you see? And I said, I see a light-
support, made all of gold, with its cup on the top of it and seven lights on it;
and there are seven pipes to every one of the lightswhich are on the top of it;
3And two olive-trees by it, one on the right side of the cup and one on the left.
4And I made answer and said to the angel who was talking to me, What are
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these, my lord? 5Then the angel whowas talking tome, answeringme, said,
Have you no knowledge of what these are? And I said, No, my lord. 6This is
the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel, saying, Not by force or by power, but by
my spirit, says the Lord of armies. 7Who are you, O great mountain? before
Zerubbabel youwill become level: and hewill let all see the headstone, with
cries of Grace, grace, to it. 8 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying,
9 The hands of Zerubbabel have put the base of this house in place, and his
handswillmake it complete; and itwill be clear toyou that theLordofarmies
has sent me to you. 10 For who has had a poor opinion of the day of small
things? for they will be glad when they see the weighted measuring-line in
the hand of Zerubbabel. Then he said in answer to me, These seven lights
are the eyes of the Lordwhich go quickly up and down through all the earth.
11And Imade answer and said to him,What are these two olive-trees on the
right side of the light-support and on the left? 12 And answering a second
time, I said to him, What are these two olive branches, through whose gold
pipes the oil is drained out? 13 And he said in answer to me, Have you no
knowledgewhat these are? And I said, No,my lord. 14And he said, These are
the two sons of oil, whose place is by the Lord of all the earth.

5
1 Then again lifting up my eyes I saw a roll in flight through the air. 2And

he said to me, What do you see? And I said, A roll going through the air;
it is twenty cubits long and ten cubits wide. 3 Then he said to me, This is
the curse which goes out over the face of all the land: for long enough has
every thief gone without punishment, and long enough has every taker of
false oaths gone without punishment. 4And I will send it out, says the Lord
of armies, and it will go into the house of the thief and into the house of him
who takes a false oath by my name: and it will be in his house, causing its
complete destruction, with itswoodwork and its stones. 5And the angelwho
was talking tomewentout and said tome, Let your eyesbe liftedupnow, and
see the ephah which is going out. 6And I said, What is it? And he said, This
is an ephah which is going out. And he said further, This is their evil-doing
in all the land. 7And I saw a round cover of lead lifted up; and awomanwas
seated in themiddle of the ephah. 8And he said, This is Sin; and pushing her
down into theephah, heput theweightof leadon themouthof it. 9And lifting
up my eyes I saw two women coming out, and the wind was in their wings;
and they hadwings like thewings of a stork: and they took the ephah, lifting
it up between earth and heaven. 10And I said to the angelwhowas talking to
me,Where are they taking the ephah? 11And he said tome, Tomake a house
for her in the land of Shinar: and they will make a place ready, and put her
there in the place which is hers.

6
1And again lifting up my eyes I saw four war-carriages coming out from

between the two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass.
2 In the first war-carriage were red horses; and in the second, black horses;
3 And in the third, white horses; and in the fourth, horses of mixed colour.
4 And I made answer and said to the angel who was talking to me, What
are these, my lord? 5And the angel, answering, said to me, These go out to
the four winds of heaven from their place before the Lord of all the earth.
6 The carriage in which are the black horses goes in the direction of the
north country; the white go to the west; and those of mixed colour go in the
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direction of the south country. 7 And the red ones go to the east; and they
made request that they might go up and down through the earth: and he
said, Go up and down through the earth. So theywent up and down through
the earth. 8 Then crying out to me, he said, See, those who are going to the
north country have given rest to the spirit of the Lord in the north country.
9And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 10Take the offerings of those
whowentawayasprisoners, fromHeldai, Tobijah, and Jedaiah, and fromthe
family of Josiah, the son of Zephaniah, who have come fromBabylon; 11And
take silver and gold andmake a crown and put it on the head of Zerubbabel;
12And say to him, These are the words of the Lord of armies: See, the man
whose name is the Branch, under whom there will be fertile growth. 13And
hewill be the builder of the Temple of the Lord; and the glorywill be his, and
hewill takehis place as ruler on the seat of power; and Joshuawill be a priest
at his right hand, and between them there will be a design of peace. 14And
the crown will be for grace to Heldai and Tobijah and Jedaiah and the son
of Zephaniah, to keep their memory living in the house of the Lord. 15And
those who are far awaywill come and be builders in the Temple of the Lord,
and it will be clear to you that the Lord of armies has sent me to you.

7
1And it came about in the fourth year of King Darius, that the word of the

Lord came to Zechariah on the fourth day of the ninth month, the month
Chislev. 2Now they of Beth-el had sent Sharezer and Regem-melech tomake
a request for grace from the Lord, 3And to say to the priests of the house of
the Lord of armies and to the prophets, Am I to go on weeping in the fifth
month, separating myself as I have done in past years? 4 Then the word of
the Lord of armies came to me, saying 5 Say to all the people of the land and
to the priests, When you went without food and gave yourselves to grief in
the fifth and the seventh months for these seventy years, did you ever do it
because ofme? 6Andwhen you are feasting and drinking, are you not doing
it only foryourselves? 7Arenot these thewordswhich theLordsaid toyouby
the earlier prophets, when Jerusalemwas full of people andwealth, and the
towns round about her and the South and the Lowlandwere peopled? 8And
the word of the Lord came to Zechariah, saying, 9 This is what the Lord of
armies has said: Let your judgingbeupright anddone in good faith, let every
man have mercy and pity for his brother: 10Do not be hard on the widow,
or the child without a father, on the man from a strange country, or on the
poor; let there be no evil thought in your heart against your brother. 11But
they would not give attention, turning their backs and stopping their ears
from hearing; 12 And they made their hearts like the hardest stone, so that
they might not give ear to the law and the words which the Lord of armies
had said by the earlier prophets: and there came great wrath from the Lord
of armies. 13And it came about that as they would not give ear to his voice,
so I would not give ear to their voice, says the Lord of armies: 14 But with a
storm-wind I sent them in flight among all the nations of whom they had no
knowledge. So the land was waste after them, so that no man went through
or came back: for they hadmade waste the desired land.

8
1And the word of the Lord of armies came to me, saying, 2 These are the

words of the Lord of armies: I am angry about the fate of Zion, I am angry
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about her with great wrath. 3 This is what the Lord has said: I have come
back to Zion, andwillmakemy living-place in Jerusalem: and Jerusalemwill
be named The town of good faith; and the mountain of the Lord of armies
The holy mountain. 4 This is what the Lord of armies has said: There will
again be old men and old women seated in the open spaces of Jerusalem,
every man with his stick in his hand because he is so old. 5 And the open
spaces of the town will be full of boys and girls playing in its open spaces.
6 This is what the Lord of armies has said: If this is a wonder to the rest of
this people, is it a wonder to me? says the Lord of armies. 7This is what the
Lord of armies has said: See, I will be the saviour of my people from the east
country, and from the west country; 8 And I will make them come and be
living in Jerusalem and they will be to me a people and I will be to them a
God, in good faith and in righteousness. 9 This is what the Lord of armies
has said: Let your hands be strong, you who are now hearing these words
from the mouths of the prophets, that is to say, in the days when the base of
the house of the Lord of armies has been put in place for the building of the
house, that is the Temple. 10For before those days there was no payment for
a man's work, or for the use of a beast, and there was no peace for him who
went out or him who came in, because of the attacker: for I had every man
turnedagainst his neighbour. 11Butnow Iwill not be to the rest of this people
as I was in the past, says the Lord of armies. 12For I will let the seed of peace
beplanted; the vinewill give her fruit and the landwill give her increase and
the heavens will give their dew; and I will give to the rest of this people all
these things for their heritage. 13 And it will come about that, as you were
a curse among the nations, O children of Judah and children of Israel, so I
will give you salvation and you will be a blessing: have no fear and let your
hands be strong. 14For this is what the Lord of armies has said: As it wasmy
purpose to do evil to you when your fathers made me angry, says the Lord
of armies, and my purpose was not changed: 15 So in these days it is again
my purpose to do good to Jerusalem and to the children of Judah: have no
fear. 16These are the things which you are to do: Let every man say what is
true to his neighbour; and let your judging give peace in your towns. 17 Let
no one have any evil thought in his heart against his neighbour; and have
no love for false oaths: for all these things are hated by me, says the Lord.
18And the word of the Lord of armies came tome, saying, 19This is what the
Lord of armies has said: The times of goingwithout food in the fourthmonth
and in the fifth and the seventh and the tenth months, will be for the people
of Judah times of joy and happy meetings; so be lovers of good faith and of
peace. 20 This is what the Lord of armies has said: It will again come about
thatwhen peoples and those living in great towns come, 21And the people of
one town go to another and say, Let us certainly go with a request for grace
from the Lord, and to give worship to the Lord of armies, then I will go with
you. 22And great peoples and strong nationswill come to giveworship to the
Lord of armies in Jerusalem and to make requests for grace from the Lord.
23 This is what the Lord of armies has said: In those days, ten men from all
the languages of the nations will put out their hands and take a grip of the
skirt of him who is a Jew, saying, We will go with you, for it has come to our
ears that God is with you.

9
1 A word of the Lord: The Lord has come to the land of Hadrach, and

Damascus is his resting-place: for the towns of Aram are the Lord's, 2 As
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well as Hamath, which is by its limit, and Tyre and Zidon, because they are
verywise. 3And Tyremade for herself a strong place, and got together silver
like dust and the best gold like the earth of the streets. 4 See, the Lord will
take away her heritage, overturning her power in the sea; and she will be
burned up with fire. 5 Ashkelon will see it with fear, and Gaza, bent with
pain; and Ekron, for her hope will be shamed: and the king will be cut off
from Gaza, and Ashkelon will be unpeopled. 6 And a mixed people will be
living inAshdod, and Iwill have theprideof thePhilistines cutoff. 7And Iwill
take away his blood fromhismouth, and his disgusting things frombetween
his teeth; and some of his people will be kept for our God: and he will be
as a family in Judah, and Ekron as one living in Jerusalem. 8And I will put
my forces in position round my house, so that there may be no coming and
going: and no cruel master will again go through them: for now I have seen
his trouble. 9 Be full of joy, O daughter of Zion; give a glad cry, O daughter
of Jerusalem: see, your king comes to you: he is upright and has overcome;
gentle and seated on an ass, on a young ass. 10 And he will have the war-
carriage cut off from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the bow
of war will be cut off: and he will say words of peace to the nations: and
his rule will be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.
11 And as for you, because of the blood of your agreement, I have sent out
yourprisoners from thedeephole inwhich there is nowater. 12And theywill
comeback to you, Odaughter of Zion, as prisoners of hope: today I say to you
that I will give you back twice asmuch; 13For I havemade Judah a bow bent
for my use, I have made Ephraim the arrows of the bow; I will make your
sons, O Zion, take up arms against your sons, O Greece, and will make you
like the sword of a man of war. 14And the Lord will be seen over them, and
his arrowwill go out like the thunder-flame: and the LordGod, sounding the
war-horn, will go in the storm-winds of the South. 15The Lord of armies will
be a cover for them; and theywill overcome, crushing under foot the armed
men; they will take their blood for drink like wine: they will be full like the
sides of the altar. 16And the Lord their God will be their saviour in that day,
giving them food like the flock of his people: for theywill be like the jewels of
a crown shining over his land. 17For how good it is and howbeautiful! grain
will make the youngmen strong and newwine the virgins.

10
1Makeyour request to theLord for rain in the timeof the spring rains, even

to the Lord who makes the thunder-flames; and he will give them showers
of rain, to everyman grass in the field. 2For the images have saidwhat is not
true, and the readers of signs have seen deceit; they have given accounts of
false dreams, they give comfort to no purpose: so they go out of the way like
sheep, they are troubled because they have no keeper. 3Mywrath is burning
against the keepers of the flock, and I will send punishment on the he-goats:
for the Lord of armies takes care of his flock, the people of Judah, and will
make them like the horse of his pride in the fight. 4 From him will come the
keystone, from him the nail, from him the bow of war, from him will come
every ruler; 5 Together they will be like men of war, crushing down their
haters into theearthof the streets in thefight; theywillmakewarbecause the
Lord is with them: and the horsemen will be shamed. 6And I will make the
children of Judah strong, and I will be the saviour of the children of Joseph,
and I will make them come back again, for I have had mercy on them: they
will beas if I hadnot given themup: for I amtheLord theirGodand Iwill give
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them an answer. 7And Ephraim will be like a man of war, and their hearts
will be glad as with wine; and their children will see it with joy; their hearts
will be glad in the Lord. 8With the sound of the pipe I will get them together;
for I have given the price to make them free: and they will be increased as
they were increased. 9 Though I had them planted among the peoples, they
will keepme inmind in far countries: and theywill takecareof their children
and will come back. 10 And I will make them come back out of the land of
Egypt, andwill get them together out of Assyria; and Iwill take them into the
land of Gilead, and it will not be wide enough for them. 11And they will go
through the sea of Egypt, and all the deepwaters of theNilewill become dry:
and the pride of Assyria will be made low, and the power of Egypt will be
taken away. 12And their strength will be in the Lord; and their pride will be
in his name, says the Lord.

11
1 Let your doors be open, O Lebanon, so that fire may be burning among

your cedars. 2Give a cry of grief, O fir-tree, for the fall of the cedar, because
the great ones have beenmade low: give cries of grief, O you oaks of Bashan,
for the strong trees of thewoodhave comedown. 3The soundof the crying of
the keepers of the flock! for their glory is made waste: the sound of the loud
cryingof theyoung lions! for theprideof Jordan ismadewaste. 4This iswhat
theLordmyGodhas said: Take careof theflockofdeath; 5Whoseownersput
them to death and have no sense of sin; and those who get a price for them
say, May the Lord be praised for I havemuch wealth: and the keepers of the
flock have no pity for them. 6 For I will have no more pity for the people of
the land, says the Lord; but I will give up everyone into his neighbour's hand
and into the hand of his king: and they will make the land waste, and I will
not keep them safe from their hands. 7So I took care of the flock of death, for
thosewhomadeprofitoutof theflock; and I took formyself tworods, naming
one Beautiful, and the other Bands; and I took care of the flock. 8And in one
month I put an end to the three keepers of the flock; for my soul was tired
of them, and their souls were disgusted with me. 9And I said, I will not take
care of you: If death comes to any, let death be its fate; if any is cut off, let
it be cut off; and let the rest take one another's flesh for food. 10And I took
my rod Beautiful, cutting it in two, so that the Lord's agreement, which he
had made with all the peoples, might be broken. 11 And it was broken on
that day: and the sheep-traders, who were watching me, were certain that
it was the word of the Lord. 12 And I said to them, If it seems good to you,
givememy payment; and if not, do not give it. So they gavememy payment
by weight, thirty shekels of silver. 13And the Lord said to me, Put it into the
store-house, the price at which I was valued by them. And I took the thirty
shekels of silver and put them into the store-house in the house of the Lord.
14 Then I took my other rod, the one named Bands, cutting it in two, so that
the relation of brothers between Judah and Israel might be broken. 15And
the Lord said tome, Take again the instruments of a foolish keeper of sheep.
16 For see, I will put a sheep-keeper over the land, who will have no care for
thatwhich is cut off, andwill not go in search of thewanderers, ormakewell
what is broken, and he will not give food to that which is ill, but he will take
for his food the flesh of the fat, and let their feet be broken. 17A curse on the
foolish keeper who goes away from the flock! the sword will be on his arm
and on his right eye: his armwill become quite dry and his eyewill bemade
completely dark.
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12
1 The word of the Lord about Israel. The Lord by whom the heavens are

stretched out and the bases of the earth put in place, and the spirit of man
formed inside him, has said: 2 See, I will make Jerusalem a cup of shaking
fear to all the peoples round about, when Jerusalem is shut in. 3And it will
come about in that day that I will make Jerusalem a stone of great weight for
all the peoples; all those who take it up will be badly wounded; and all the
nations of the earthwill come together against it. 4 In that day, says the Lord,
I will put fear into every horse and make every horseman go off his head:
andmy eyeswill be open on the people of Judah, and Iwillmake every horse
of the peoples blind. 5And the families of Judah will say in their hearts, The
people of Jerusalem have their strength in the Lord of armies, their God. 6 In
that day Iwillmake the families of Judah like apotwithfire in it among trees,
and like a flaming stick among cut grain; they will send destruction on all
the peoples round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem
will be living again in the place which is hers, that is, in Jerusalem. 7 And
the Lord will give salvation to the tents of Judah first, so that the glory of the
family of David and the glory of the people of Jerusalemmay not be greater
than that of Judah. 8 In that day the Lord will be a cover over the people of
Jerusalem; and he who is feeble among them in that day will be as strong
as David, and the family of David will be as God, as the angel of the Lord
before them. 9And it will come about on that day that I will take in hand the
destruction of all the nationswho come against Jerusalem. 10And Iwill send
downon the familyofDavidandon thepeopleof Jerusalemthespirit of grace
and of prayer; and their eyes will be turned to the onewhowaswounded by
their hands: and they will be weeping for him as for an only son, and their
grief for him will be bitter, like the grief of one sorrowing for his oldest son.
11 In that day there will be a great weeping in Jerusalem, like the weeping
of Hadad-rimmon in the valley of Megiddon. 12And the land will give itself
to weeping, every family separately; the family of David by themselves,
and their wives by themselves; the family of Nathan by themselves, and
their wives by themselves; 13 The family of Levi by themselves, and their
wives by themselves; the family of Shimei by themselves, and their wives
by themselves; 14And all the other families by themselves, and their wives
by themselves.

13
1 In that day therewill be a fountain open to the family of David and to the

people of Jerusalem, for sin and for that which is unclean. 2And it will come
about on that day, says the Lord of armies, that I will have the names of the
images cut off out of the land, and there will be no more memory of them:
and I will send all the prophets and the unclean spirit away from the land.
3And if anyone goes on acting as a prophet, then his father and his mother
whogavehim lifewill say tohim, Youmaynot go on living, for youare saying
what is false in the name of the Lord; and his father and his mother will put
a sword through him when he does so. 4And it will come about in that day
that the prophets will be shamed, every man on account of his vision, when
he is talking as a prophet; and theywill not put on a robe of hair for purposes
of deceit: 5 But he will say, I am no prophet, but a worker on the land; for I
havebeenanowner of land from the timewhen Iwas young. 6And if anyone
says to him, What are these wounds between your hands? then he will say,
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Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends. 7 Awake! O
sword, against the keeper of my flock, and against himwho is with me, says
the Lord of armies: put to death the keeper of the sheep, and the sheep will
go in flight: and my hand will be turned against the little ones. 8And it will
come about that in all the land, says the Lord, two parts of it will be cut off
and come to an end; but the third will be still living there. 9And I will make
the third part go through the fire, cleaning them as silver is made clean, and
testing them as gold is tested: and they will make their prayer to me and I
will give them an answer: I will say, It is my people; and they will say, The
Lord is my God.

14
1 See, a day of the Lord is coming when they will make division of your

goods taken by force before your eyes. 2For I will get all the nations together
to make war against Jerusalem; and the town will be overcome, and the
goods taken from the houses, and the women taken by force: and half the
town will go away as prisoners, and the rest of the people will not be cut
off from the town. 3 Then the Lord will go out and make war against those
nations, as he did in the day of the fight. 4And in that day his feet will be on
theMount of Olives, which is opposite Jerusalem on the east, and theMount
of Olives will be parted in the middle to the east and to the west, forming
a very great valley; and half the mountain will be moved to the north and
half of it to the south. 5 And the valley will be stopped ... and you will go
in flight as you went in flight from the earth-shock in the days of Uzziah,
king of Judah: and the Lord my God will come, and all his holy ones with
him. 6 And in that day there will be no heat or cold or ice; 7 And it will be
unbrokenday, such as the Lordhas knowledge of, without change of day and
night, and even at nightfall it will be light. 8 And on that day living waters
will go out from Jerusalem; half of them flowing to the sea on the east and
half to the sea on the west: in summer and in winter it will be so. 9And the
Lord will be King over all the earth: in that day there will be one Lord and
his name one. 10 And all the land will become like the Arabah, from Geba
to Rimmon south of Jerusalem; and she will be lifted up and be living in
her place; from the doorway of Benjamin to the place of the first doorway,
to the doorway of the angle, and from the tower of Hananel to the king's
wine-crushing places, menwill be living in her. 11And there will be nomore
curse; but Jerusalem will be living without fear of danger. 12 And this will
be the disease which the Lord will send on all the peoples which have been
warring against Jerusalem: their fleshwill bewasted awaywhile they are on
their feet, their eyes will be wasted in their heads and their tongues in their
mouths. 13 And it will be on that day that a great fear will be sent among
them from the Lord; and everyonewill take his neighbour's hand, and every
man's hand will be lifted against his neighbour's. 14And even Judah will be
fighting against Jerusalem; and thewealth of all thenations roundaboutwill
be massed together, a great store of gold and silver and clothing. 15And the
horses and the transport beasts, the camels and the asses andall thebeasts in
those tentswill beattackedby the samedisease. 16And itwill comeabout that
everyonewho is still living, of all those nationswho came against Jerusalem,
will go up from year to year to give worship to the King, the Lord of armies,
and to keep the feast of tents. 17And itwill be that if anyoneof all the families
of the earth does not go up to Jerusalem to giveworship to the King, the Lord
of armies, on them there will be no rain. 18And if the family of Egypt does
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not go up or come there, they will be attacked by the disease which the Lord
will send on the nations: 19 This will be the punishment of Egypt, and the
punishment of all the nations who do not go up to keep the feast of tents.
20On that day all the bells of the horses will be holy to the Lord, and the pots
in the Lord's house will be like the basins before the altar. 21And every pot
in Jerusalem and in Judah will be holy to the Lord of armies: and all those
who make offerings will come and take them for boiling their offerings: in
that day there will be nomore traders in the house of the Lord of armies.
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The Book of
Malachi

1The word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi. 2You have been loved by me,
says the Lord. But you say,Wherewas your love for us? Wasnot Esau Jacob's
brother? says the Lord: but Jacob was loved by me, 3 And Esau was hated,
and I sent destruction on his mountains, and gave his heritage to the beasts
of the waste land. 4 Though Edom says, We are crushed down but we will
come back, building up the waste places; this is what the Lord of armies has
said: Theymay put up buildings, but I will have thempulled down; and they
will be namedThe land of evil-doing, and The people againstwhom the Lord
keepshiswrath for ever. 5Andyoureyeswill see it; andyouwill say, TheLord
is great evenoutside the limitsof Israel. 6Asongiveshonour tohis father, and
a servant has fear of his master: if then I am a father, where is my honour?
and if I amamaster,where is the fear ofme? says theLordof armies to you, O
priests, who give no value tomy name. And you say, How havewe not given
value to your name? 7You put unclean bread onmy altar. And you say, How
havewemade it unclean? Byyour saying, The table of theLord is of novalue.
8Andwhen you givewhat is blind for an offering, it is no evil! andwhen you
give what is damaged and ill, it is no evil! Give it now to your ruler; will he
be pleased with you, or will you have his approval? says the Lord of armies.
9And now, make request for the grace of God so that he may have mercy on
us: this has been your doing: will he give his approval to any of you? says
the Lord of armies. 10 If only there was one among you who would see that
the doors were shut, so that you might not put a light to the fire on my altar
for nothing! I have no pleasure in you, says the Lord of armies, and I will
not take an offering from your hands. 11 For, from the coming up of the sun
till its going down, my name is great among the Gentiles; and in every place
the smell of burning flesh is offered tomyname, and a clean offering: formy
name is great among the Gentiles, says the Lord of armies. 12But youmake it
unholy by saying, The Lord's table has become unclean, and his food is of no
value. 13And you say, See, what aweariness it is! and you let out your breath
at it, says the Lord of armies; and you have givenwhat has been cut about by
beasts, and what is damaged in its feet and ill; this is the offering you give:
will this be pleasing tome from your hands? says the Lord. 14A curse on the
false man who has a male in his flock, and takes his oath, and gives to the
Lord a damaged thing: for I am a great King, says the Lord of armies, andmy
name is to be feared among the Gentiles.

2
1 And now, O you priests, this order is for you. 2 If you will not give ear

and take it to heart, to give glory to my name, says the Lord of armies, then I
will send the curse on you and will put a curse on your blessing: truly, even
now I have put a curse on it, because you do not take it to heart. 3 See, I will
have your arm cut off, andwill putwaste on your faces, even thewaste from
your feasts; and you will be taken away with it. 4 And you will be certain
that I have sent this order to you, so that itmight bemy agreementwith Levi,
says the Lord of armies. 5My agreement with him was on my side life and
peace, and I gave them to him; on his side fear, and he had fear of me and
gave honour to my name. 6True teaching was in his mouth, and no evil was
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seenonhis lips: hewaswalkingwithme inpeace and righteousness, turning
numbers of people away from evil-doing. 7 For it is right for the priest's lips
to keep knowledge, and for men to be waiting for the law from his mouth:
for he is the servant sent from the Lord of armies. 8But you are turned out
of the way; you have made the law hard for numbers of people; you have
made the agreement of Levi of no value, says the Lord of armies. 9And so I
have taken away your honour andmade you low before all the people, even
as you have not kept myways, and have given no thought to me in using the
law. 10Have we not all one father? has not one God made us? why are we,
every one of us, acting falsely to his brother, putting shameon the agreement
of our fathers? 11 Judah has been acting falsely, and a disgusting thing has
been done in Jerusalem; for Judah has made unclean the holy place of the
Lordwhich is dear to him, andhas takenashiswife the daughter of a strange
god. 12The Lordwill have themanwho does this cut off root and branch out
of the tents of Jacob, and him who makes an offering to the Lord of armies.
13 And this again you do: covering the altar of the Lord with weeping and
with grief, so that he gives nomore thought to the offering, and does not take
it with pleasure from your hand. 14 But you say, For what reason? Because
the Lord has been awitness between you and thewife of your early years, to
whomyouhavebeenuntrue, though she is your friendand thewife towhom
you have given your word. 15 ... So give thought to your spirit, and let no one
be false to the wife of his early years. 16For I am against the putting away of
a wife, says the Lord, the God of Israel, and against him who is clothed with
violent acts, says the Lord of armies: so give thought to your spirit anddonot
be false in your acts. 17You have made the Lord tired with your words. And
still you say, How have we made him tired? By your saying, Everyone who
does evil is good in the eyes of theLord, andhehas delight in them; or,Where
is God the judge?

3
1See, I am sendingmy servant, and hewillmake ready theway beforeme;

and the Lord, whom you are looking for, will suddenly come to his Temple;
and the angel of the agreement, inwhomyou have delight, see, he is coming,
says the Lord of armies. 2But by whommay the day of his coming be faced?
andwhomay keep his place when he is seen? for he is like themetal-tester's
fire and the cleaner's soap. 3He will take his seat, testing and cleaning the
sons of Levi, burning away the evil from themas fromgold and silver; so that
theymaymake offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the offering of
Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord, as in days gone by, and as
in past years. 5 And I will come near to you for judging; I will quickly be a
witness against the wonder-workers, against those who have been untrue
in married life, against those who take false oaths; against those who keep
back from the servant his payment, andwho are hard on thewidow and the
child without a father, who do not give his rights to the man from a strange
country, and have no fear ofme, says the Lord of armies. 6For I am the Lord,
I am unchanged; and so you, O sons of Jacob, have not been cut off. 7 From
the days of your fathers you have been turned away frommy rules and have
not kept them. Comeback tome, and Iwill comeback to you, says the Lord of
armies. But you say, How are we to come back? 8Will aman keep back from
God what is right? But you have kept back what is mine. But you say, What
have we kept back from you? Tenths and offerings. 9 You are cursed with
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a curse; for you have kept back from me what is mine, even all this nation.
10Let your tenths come into the store-house so that there may be food inmy
house, and put me to the test by doing so, says the Lord of armies, and see if
I do not make the windows of heaven open and send down such a blessing
on you that there is no room for it. 11And on your account I will keep back
the locusts fromwasting the fruits of your land; and the fruit of yourvinewill
not bedroppedon thefieldbefore its time, says theLordof armies 12Andyou
will be named happy by all nations: for youwill be a land of delight, says the
Lord of armies. 13 Your words have been strong against me, says the Lord.
And still you say, What have we said against you? 14 You have said, It is no
useworshipping God: what profit havewe had fromkeeping his orders, and
going in clothing of sorrow before the Lord of armies? 15And now to us the
men of pride seem happy; yes, the evil-doers are doing well; they put God to
the test and are safe. 16Then those inwhomwas the fear of the Lord had talk
together: and the Lord gave ear, and it was recorded in a book to be kept in
mind before him, for those who had the fear of the Lord and gave thought
to his name. 17And they will be mine, says the Lord, in the day when I make
themmyspecial property; and Iwill havemercyon themasamanhasmercy
onhis sonwho is his servant. 18Thenyouwill again see how theuprightman
is different from the sinner, and the servant of God from himwho is not.

4
1For see, the day is coming, it is burning like an oven; all the men of pride

and all who do evil will be dry stems of grass: and in the daywhich is coming
they will be burned up, says the Lord of armies, till they have not a root or a
branch. 2But to youwho give worship tomy name, the sun of righteousness
will comeupwithnewlife in itswings; andyouwill goout, playing likeyoung
oxen full of food. 3And the evil-doerswill be crushed under you, theywill be
dust under your feet, in the daywhen I domywork, says the Lord of armies.
4Keep in mind the law of Moses, my servant, which I gave him in Horeb for
all Israel, even the rules and the decisions. 5See, I am sending you Elijah the
prophet before thedayof theLord comes, that great day, greatly to be feared.
6 And by him the hearts of fathers will be turned to their children, and the
hearts of children to their fathers; for fear that Imay come and put the earth
under a curse.
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The Good News According to
Matthew

1 The book of the generations of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of
Abraham. 2 The son of Abraham was Isaac; and the son of Isaac was Jacob;
and the sons of Jacob were Judah and his brothers; 3And the sons of Judah
were Perez and Zerah by Tamar; and the son of Perez was Hezron; and the
son of Hezron was Ram; 4And the son of Ramwas Amminadab; and the son
of AmminadabwasNahshon; and the son ofNahshonwas Salmon; 5And the
son of Salmon by Rahab was Boaz; and the son of Boaz by Ruth was Obed;
and the son of Obedwas Jesse; 6And the son of Jessewas David the king; and
the son of David was Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah; 7And
the son of Solomon was Rehoboam; and the son of Rehoboam was Abijah;
and the son of AbijahwasAsa; 8And the son of Asawas Jehoshaphat; and the
son of Jehoshaphat was Joram; and the son of Joram was Uzziah; 9And the
son of Uzziah was Jotham; and the son of Jotham was Ahaz; and the son of
Ahaz was Hezekiah; 10And the son of Hezekiah was Manasseh; and the son
of Manasseh was Amon; and the son of Amon was Josiah; 11 And the sons
of Josiah were Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the taking away
to Babylon. 12 And after the taking away to Babylon, Jechoniah had a son
Shealtiel; and Shealtiel had Zerubbabel; 13And Zerubbabel had Abiud; and
AbiudhadEliakim; andEliakimhadAzor; 14AndAzorhadZadok; andZadok
had Achim; and Achim had Eliud; 15And Eliud had Eleazar; and Eleazar had
Matthan; and Matthan had Jacob; 16 And the son of Jacob was Joseph the
husband of Mary, who gave birth to Jesus, whose name is Christ. 17 So all
the generations fromAbraham to David are fourteen generations; and from
David to the taking away to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the
taking away toBabylon to the coming of Christ, fourteen generations. 18Now
the birth of Jesus Christ was in this way: when his mother Mary was going
to be married to Joseph, before they came together the discovery was made
that shewaswith child by the Holy Spirit. 19And Joseph, her husband, being
an upright man, and not desiring to make her a public example, had amind
to put her away privately. 20But when hewas giving thought to these things,
an angel of the Lord came to him in a dream, saying, Joseph, son of David,
have no fear of taking Mary as your wife; because that which is in her body
is of the Holy Spirit. 21And she will give birth to a son; and youwill give him
the name Jesus; for he will give his people salvation from their sins. 22Now
all this took place so that the word of the Lord by the prophet might come
true, 23See, the virginwill bewith child, andwill give birth to a son, and they
will give him the name Immanuel, that is, God with us. 24And Joseph did as
the angel of the Lord had said to him, and took her as his wife; 25And he had
no connection with her till she had given birth to a son; and he gave him the
name Jesus.

2
1Now when the birth of Jesus took place in Beth-lehem of Judaea, in the

days of Herod the king, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,
2Saying,Where is the King of the Jewswhose birth has now taken place? We
have seenhis star in the east andhave come to givehimworship. 3Andwhen
it came to the ears of Herod the king, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
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with him. 4Andhe got together all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
questioning them as to where the birth-place of the Christ would be. 5And
they said to him, In Beth-lehem of Judaea; for so it is said in the writings of
the prophet, 6You Beth-lehem, in the land of Judah, are not the least among
the chiefs of Judah: out of you will come a ruler, who will be the keeper of
my people Israel. 7 Then Herod sent for the wise men privately, and put
questions to them about what time the star had been seen. 8 And he sent
them to Beth-lehem and said, Go and make certain where the young child
is; and when you have seen him, let me have news of it, so that I may come
and give himworship. 9And after hearing the king, they went on their way;
and the star which they saw in the east went before them, till it came to rest
over the place where the young child was. 10 And when they saw the star
they were full of joy. 11 And they came into the house, and saw the young
child with Mary, his mother; and falling down on their faces they gave him
worship; and from their store they gave him offerings of gold, perfume, and
spices. 12And itwasmade clear to thembyGod in adream that theywerenot
to go back to Herod; so they went into their country by another way. 13And
when they had gone, an angel of the Lord came to Joseph in a dream, saying,
Get up and take the young child and his mother, and go into Egypt, and do
not go from there till I give you word; for Herod will be searching for the
young child to put him to death. 14So he took the young child and hismother
by night, and went into Egypt; 15 And was there till the death of Herod; so
that theword of the Lord through the prophetmight come true, Out of Egypt
have I sent formy son. 16ThenHerod, when he saw that he had been tricked
by the wise men, was very angry; and he sent out, and put to death all the
male children in Beth-lehem and in all the parts round about it, from two
years old and under, acting on the knowledge which he had got with care
from the wise men. 17 Then the word of Jeremiah the prophet came true,
18 In Ramah therewas a sound ofweeping and great sorrow, Rachelweeping
for her children, and she would not be comforted for their loss. 19But when
Herod was dead, an angel of the Lord came in a dream to Joseph in Egypt,
20 Saying, Get up and take the young child and his mother, and go into the
land of Israel: because they who were attempting to take the young child's
life are dead. 21And he got up, and took the young child and his mother, and
came into the land of Israel. 22 But when it came to his ears that Archelaus
was ruling over Judaea in the place of his father Herod, he was in fear of
going there; and God having given him news of the danger in a dream, he
went out of the way into the country parts of Galilee. 23 And he came and
was living in a townnamedNazareth: so that theword of the prophetsmight
come true, He will be named a Nazarene.

3
1 And in those days John the Baptist came preaching in the waste land

of Judaea, 2 Saying, Let your hearts be turned from sin; for the kingdom of
heaven is near. 3For this is he of whom Isaiah the prophet said, The voice of
one crying in thewaste land,Make ready thewayof theLord,makehis roads
straight. 4Now John was clothed in camel's hair, with a leather band about
him; and his food was locusts and honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judaea
went out to him, and all the people from near Jordan; 6And they were given
baptismby him in the river Jordan, saying openly that they had donewrong.
7 But when he saw a number of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his
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baptism, he said to them, Offspring of snakes, at whose word are you going
in flight from the wrath to come? 8Let your change of heart be seen in your
works: 9Andsaynot toyourselves,WehaveAbrahamforour father; because
I say to you that God is able from these stones tomake children for Abraham.
10And even now the axe is put to the root of the trees; every tree thenwhich
does not give good fruit is cut down, and put into the fire. 11 Truly, I give
baptism with water to those of you whose hearts are changed; but he who
comes after me is greater than I, whose shoes I am not good enough to take
up: he will give you baptism with the Holy Spirit and with fire: 12 In whose
hand is the instrument with which he will make clean his grain; he will put
the good grain in his store, but the waste will be burned up in the fire which
will never be put out. 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan,
to be given baptism by him. 14 But John would have kept him back, saying,
It is I who have need of baptism from you, and do you come to me? 15 But
Jesus made answer, saying to him, Let it be so now: because so it is right for
us tomake righteousness complete. Then he gave himbaptism. 16And Jesus,
having been given baptism, straight away went up from the water; and, the
heavens opening, he saw the Spirit of God coming down on him as a dove;
17And a voice came out of heaven, saying, This is my dearly loved Son, with
whom I amwell pleased.

4
1 Then Jesus was sent by the Spirit into the waste land to be tested by the

Evil One. 2And after going without food for forty days and forty nights, he
was in need of it. 3 And the Evil One came and said to him, If you are the
Son of God, give the word for these stones to become bread. 4 But he made
answer and said, It is in theWritings, Bread is notman's only need, but every
word which comes out of the mouth of God. 5 Then the Evil One took him
to the holy town; and he put him on the highest point of the Temple and
said to him, 6 If you are the Son of God, let yourself go down; for it is in the
Writings, He will give his angels care over you; and, In their hands they will
keep you up, so that your foot may not be crushed against a stone. 7 Jesus
said to him, Again it is in the Writings, You may not put the Lord your God
to the test. 8 Again, the Evil One took him up to a very high mountain, and
let him see all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them; 9 And he
said to him, All these things will I give you, if you will go down on your face
and give me worship. 10 Then said Jesus to him, Away, Satan: for it is in the
Writings, Giveworship to the Lord your God and be his servant only. 11Then
the Evil One went away from him, and angels came and took care of him.
12Now when it came to his ears that John had been put in prison, he went
away to Galilee; 13 And going away from Nazareth, he came and made his
living-place inCapernaum,which isby the sea, in the countryof Zebulunand
Naphtali: 14 So that the word of the prophet Isaiah might come true, 15 The
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the sea, the other
side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, 16 The people who were in the dark
saw a great light, and to those in the land of the shade of death did the dawn
come up. 17From that time Jesus went about preaching and saying, Let your
hearts be turned from sin, for the kingdom of heaven is near. 18And when
he was walking by the sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, whose
other namewas Peter, and Andrew, his brother, who were putting a net into
the sea; for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, Come after me,
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and I will make you fishers of men. 20And straight away they let go the nets
and went after him. 21And going on from there he saw two other brothers,
James, the son of Zebedee, and John, his brother, in the boatwith their father,
stitching up their nets; and he said, Come. 22 And they went straight from
the boat and their father and came after him. 23 And Jesus went about in
all Galilee, teaching in their Synagogues and preaching the good news of the
kingdom, and making well those who were ill with any disease among the
people. 24And news of himwent out through all Syria; and they took to him
all who were ill with different diseases and pains, those having evil spirits
and thosewhowere off their heads, and thosewho had no power ofmoving.
And he made them well. 25 And there went after him great numbers from
Galilee and Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judaea and from the other side of
Jordan.

5
1 And seeing great masses of people he went up into the mountain; and

when he was seated his disciples came to him. 2 And with these words he
gave them teaching, saying, 3Happy are the poor in spirit: for the kingdom
ofheaven is theirs. 4Happyare thosewhoare sad: for theywill be comforted.
5Happy are the gentle: for the earthwill be their heritage. 6Happy are those
whose heart's desire is for righteousness: for they will have their desire.
7Happy are those who have mercy: for they will be given mercy. 8Happy
are the clean in heart: for they will see God. 9Happy are the peacemakers:
for they will be named sons of God. 10Happy are those who are attacked on
account of righteousness: for the kingdomof heavenwill be theirs. 11Happy
are you when men give you a bad name, and are cruel to you, and say all
evil things against you falsely, because of me. 12 Be glad and full of joy; for
great is your reward in heaven: for sowere the prophets attackedwhowere
before you. 13You are the salt of the earth; but if its taste goes from the salt,
howwill youmake it salt again? it is then good for nothing but to be put out
and crushed under foot by men. 14 You are the light of the world. A town
put on a hill may be seen by all. 15 And a burning light is not put under a
vessel, but on its table; so that its rays may be shining on all who are in the
house. 16 Even so let your light be shining before men, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 17Let there be no
thought that I have come to put an end to the law or the prophets. I have
not come for destruction, but to make complete. 18 Truly I say to you, Till
heaven and earth come to an end, not the smallest letter or part of a letter
will in any way be taken from the law, till all things are done. 19Whoever
then goes against the smallest of these laws, teaching men to do the same,
will be named least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who keeps the laws,
teaching others to keep them,will be named great in the kingdomof heaven.
20For I say to you, If your righteousness is not greater than the righteousness
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never go into the kingdom of heaven.
21Youhave knowledge that itwas said in old times, Youmaynot put to death;
and, Whoever puts to death will be in danger of being judged: 22But I say to
you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be in danger of being
judged; and he who says to his brother, Raca, will be in danger from the
Sanhedrin; and whoever says, You foolish one, will be in danger of the hell
of fire. 23 If then you are making an offering at the altar and there it comes
to your mind that your brother has something against you, 24 While your
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offering is still before the altar, first go and make peace with your brother,
then come and make your offering. 25 Come to an agreement quickly with
himwho has a cause against you at law, while you are with him on the way,
for fear that he may give you up to the judge and the judge may give you to
the police and you may be put into prison. 26Truly I say to you, You will not
come out from there till you have made payment of the very last farthing.
27 You have knowledge that it was said, You may not have connection with
another man's wife: 28But I say to you that everyone whose eyes are turned
on a woman with desire has had connection with her in his heart. 29 And
if your right eye is a cause of trouble to you, take it out and put it away from
you; because it is better to undergo the loss of onepart, than for all yourbody
to go into hell. 30And if your right hand is a cause of trouble to you, let it be
cut off and put it away from you; because it is better to undergo the loss of
one part, than for all your body to go into hell. 31Again, it was said,Whoever
puts away his wife has to give her a statement in writing for this purpose:
32But I say to you that everyone who puts away his wife for any other cause
but the loss of her virtue,makes her false to her husband; andwhoever takes
her as his wife after she is put away, is no true husband to her. 33Again, you
have knowledge that it was said in old times, Do not take false oaths, but give
effect to your oaths to the Lord: 34But I say to you, Take no oaths at all: not by
the heaven, because it is the seat of God; 35Or by the earth, because it is the
resting-place for his foot; or by Jerusalem, because it is the town of the great
King. 36You may not take an oath by your head, because you are not able to
make one hairwhite or black. 37But let yourwords be simply, Yes or No: and
whatever is more than these is of the Evil One. 38 You have knowledge that
it was said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: 39But I say to you, Do
not make use of force against an evil man; but to him who gives you a blow
on the right side of your face let the left be turned. 40 And if any man goes
to law with you and takes away your coat, do not keep back your robe from
him. 41Andwhoevermakes you go onemile, gowith him two. 42Give to him
who comeswith a request, and keep not your property fromhimwhowould
for a time make use of it. 43 You have knowledge that it was said, Have love
for your neighbour, and hate for him who is against you: 44But I say to you,
Have love for thosewho are against you, andmake prayer for thosewho are
cruel to you; 45 So that youmay be the sons of your Father in heaven; for his
sun gives light to the evil and to the good, and he sends rain on the upright
man and on the sinner. 46 For if you have love for those who have love for
you, what credit is it to you? do not the tax-farmers the same? 47And if you
say, Good day, to your brothers only, what do you do more than others? do
not even the Gentiles the same? 48Be then complete in righteousness, even
as your Father in heaven is complete.

6
1 Take care not to do your good works before men, to be seen by them; or

you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2When then you give
money to the poor, do not make a noise about it, as the false-heartedmen do
in the Synagogues and in the streets, so that they may have glory frommen.
Truly, I say to you, They have their reward. 3 But when you give money, let
not your left hand see what your right hand does: 4 So that your giving may
be in secret; and your Father, who sees in secret, will give you your reward.
5And when you make your prayers, be not like the false-hearted men, who
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take pleasure in getting up and saying their prayers in the Synagogues and at
the street turnings so that theymay be seen bymen. Truly I say to you, They
have their reward. 6 But when you make your prayer, go into your private
room, and, shutting the door, say a prayer to your Father in secret, and your
Father,who sees in secret, will give you your reward. 7And in your prayer do
notmake use of the samewords again and again, as the Gentiles do: for they
have the idea that God will give attention to them because of the number of
their words. 8 So be not like them; because your Father has knowledge of
your needs even before you make your requests to him. 9 Let this then be
your prayer: Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy. 10Let your
kingdom come. Let your pleasure be done, as in heaven, so on earth. 11Give
us this day bread for our needs. 12Andmake us free of our debts, as we have
made those free who are in debt to us. 13 And let us not be put to the test,
but keep us safe from the Evil One. 14For if you let men have forgiveness for
their sins, youwill have forgiveness fromyourFather inheaven. 15But if you
do not let men have forgiveness for their sins, you will not have forgiveness
from your Father for your sins. 16 And when you go without food, be not
sad-faced as the false-hearted are. For they go about with changed looks, so
that men may see that they are going without food. Truly I say to you, They
have their reward. 17Butwhenyougowithout food, put oil onyourheadand
make your face clean; 18 So that no one may see that you are going without
food, but your Father in secret; and your Father, who sees in secret, will give
youyour reward. 19Makenostoreofwealth foryourselvesonearth,where it
may be turned to dust by worms and weather, and where thieves may come
in by force and take it away. 20 But make a store for yourselves in heaven,
where itwill not be turned to dust andwhere thieves donot come in to take it
away: 21Forwhere yourwealth is, therewill your heart be. 22The light of the
body is theeye; if thenyoureye is true, all yourbodywill be full of light. 23But
if your eye is evil, all your bodywill be dark. If then the light which is in you
is dark, how dark it will be! 24Noman is able to be a servant to twomasters:
for he will have hate for the one and love for the other, or he will keep to
one and have no respect for the other. Youmay not be servants of God and of
wealth. 25So I say toyou, Takeno thought foryour life, about foodordrink, or
about clothing for your body. Is not life more than food, and the body more
than its clothing? 26 See the birds of heaven; they do not put seeds in the
earth, they do not get in grain, or put it in store-houses; and your Father in
heaven gives them food. Are you not of muchmore value than they? 27And
which of you by taking thought is able to make himself a cubit taller? 28And
why are you troubled about clothing? See the flowers of the field, how they
come up; they do nowork, theymake no thread: 29But I say to you that even
Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30But if God gives
such clothing to the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is
put into the oven, will he not much more give you clothing, O you of little
faith? 31 Then do not be full of care, saying, What are we to have for food
or drink? or, With what may we be clothed? 32 Because the Gentiles go in
search of all these things: for your Father in heaven has knowledge that you
have need of all these things: 33But let your first care be for his kingdomand
his righteousness; and all these other things will be given to you in addition.
34 Then have no care for tomorrow: tomorrow will take care of itself. Take
the trouble of the day as it comes.
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7
1Benot judges of others, and youwill not be judged. 2For as youhave been

judging, so youwill be judged, andwith yourmeasurewill it bemeasured to
you. 3And why do you take note of the grain of dust in your brother's eye,
but take no note of the bit of wood which is in your eye? 4Or how will you
say to your brother, Let me take out the grain of dust from your eye, when
you yourself have a bit of wood in your eye? 5 You false one, first take out
the bit of wood from your eye, then will you see clearly to take out the grain
of dust from your brother's eye. 6Do not give that which is holy to the dogs,
or put your jewels before pigs, for fear that they will be crushed under foot
by the pigs whose attack will then be made against you. 7Make a request,
and it will be answered; what you are searching for you will get; give the
sign, and the door will be open to you: 8 Because to everyone who makes a
request, it will be given; and he who is searching will get his desire, and to
him who gives the sign, the door will be open. 9Or which of you, if his son
makes a request for bread, will give him a stone? 10Or if hemakes a request
for a fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you, then, being evil, are able to give
good things to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven
give good things to thosewhomake requests to him? 12All those things, then,
which you would have men do to you, even so do you to them: because this
is the law and the prophets. 13Go in by the narrow door; for wide is the door
and open is thewaywhich goes to destruction, and great numbers go in by it.
14For narrow is the door and hard the road to life, and only a small number
make discovery of it. 15Be on the watch for false prophets, who come to you
in sheep's clothing, but inside theyare cruelwolves. 16By their fruits youwill
get knowledge of them. Domen get grapes from thorns or figs from thistles?
17Even so, every good tree gives good fruit; but the bad tree gives evil fruit.
18 It is not possible for a good tree to givebad fruit, andabad treewill not give
good fruit. 19Every treewhich does not give good fruit is cut downandput in
the fire. 20So by their fruits youwill get knowledge of them. 21Not everyone
who says to me, Lord, Lord, will go into the kingdom of heaven; but he who
does the pleasure of my Father in heaven. 22A great number will say to me
on that day, Lord, Lord, were we not prophets in your name, and did we not
by your name send out evil spirits, and by your name do works of power?
23 And then will I say to them, I never had knowledge of you: go from me,
you workers of evil. 24 Everyone, then, to whom my words come and who
does them, will be like a wisemanwhomade his house on a rock; 25And the
rain came down and there was a rush of waters and the winds were driving
against that house, but it was not moved; because it was based on the rock.
26Andeveryone towhommywords comeandwhodoes themnot,will be like
a foolish man whomade his house on sand; 27And the rain came down and
there was a rush of waters and the winds were driving against that house;
and it came down and great was its fall. 28 And it came about, when Jesus
had come to the end of these words, that the people were surprised at his
teaching, 29 for he was teaching as one having authority, and not as their
scribes.

8
1 And when he had come down from the mountain, great numbers of

people came after him. 2 And a leper came and gave him worship, saying,
Lord, if it is your pleasure, you have power to make me clean. 3And he put
his hand on him, saying, It is my pleasure; be clean. And straight away he
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wasmade clean. 4And Jesus said to him, See that you say nothing about this
to anyone; but go and let the priest see you andmake the offeringwhichwas
ordered by Moses, for a witness to them. 5 And when Jesus was come into
Capernaum, a certain captain came to himwith a request, 6Saying, Lord,my
servant is ill in bed at the house,with nopower in his body, and in great pain.
7 And he said to him, I will come and make him well. 8 And the captain in
answer said, Lord, I amnot good enough for you to come undermy roof; but
only say the word, and my servant will be made well. 9Because I myself am
aman under authority, having under me fighting men; and I say to this one,
Go, and he goes; and to another, Come, and he comes; and to my servant, Do
this, andhedoes it. 10Andwhen thesewords came to the ears of Jesus hewas
surprised, and said to thosewho cameafter him, Truly I say to you, I havenot
seen such great faith, no, not in Israel. 11And I say to you that numbers will
come from the east and thewest, andwill take their seatswith Abrahamand
Isaac and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven: 12 But the sons of the kingdom
will be put out into the dark, and there will be weeping and cries of pain.
13And Jesus said to the captain, Go in peace; as your faith is, so let it be done
to you. And the servant was made well in that hour. 14And when Jesus had
come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother in bed, very ill. 15And he
put his hand on hers and the disease went from her, and she got up and took
care of his needs. 16And in the evening, they took to him a number of people
who had evil spirits; and he sent the spirits out of them with a word, and
made well all who were ill; 17 So that the word of Isaiah the prophet might
come true: He himself took our pains and our diseases. 18Now when Jesus
saw a great mass of people about him, he gave an order to go to the other
side. 19 And there came a scribe and said to him, Master, I will come after
youwherever you go. 20And Jesus said to him, The foxes have holes, and the
birds of heaven have a resting-place; but the Son ofman has nowhere to put
his head. 21And another of the disciples said to him, Lord, let me first go and
give the last honours to my father. 22 But Jesus said to him, Come after me;
and let the dead take care of their dead. 23And when he had got into a boat,
his discipleswent after him. 24And there cameup a great storm in the sea, so
that the boat was covered with the waves: but he was sleeping. 25And they
came to him, and, awaking him, said, Help, Lord; destruction is near. 26And
he said to them,Why are you full of fear, O you of little faith? Then he got up
and gave orders to thewinds and the sea; and therewas a great calm. 27And
the men were full of wonder, saying, What sort of man is this, that even the
winds and the sea do his orders? 28Andwhen he had come to the other side,
to the country of the Gadarenes, there came out to him from the place of the
dead, twowhohadevil spirits, so violent that nomanwas able to go thatway.
29And they gave a loud cry, saying, What have we to do with you, you Son of
God? Have you come here to give us punishment before the time? 30Now
there was, some distance away, a great herd of pigs taking their food. 31And
the evil spirits made strong prayers to him, saying, If you send us out, let us
go into the herd of pigs. 32And he said to them, Go. And they came out, and
went into the pigs; and the herd went rushing down a sharp slope into the
sea and came to their end in the water. 33 And their keepers went in flight
to the town and gave an account of everything, and of the men who had the
evil spirits. 34And all the town came out to Jesus; and seeing him theymade
request that he would go away from their part of the country.
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9
1 And he got into a boat and went across and came to his town. 2 And

they took to him a man stretched on a bed who had no power of moving;
and Jesus, seeing their faith, said to the man who was ill, Son, take heart;
you have forgiveness for your sins. 3 And some of the scribes said among
themselves, Thisman has no respect for God. 4And Jesus, having knowledge
of what was in their minds, said, Why are your thoughts evil? 5 For which
is the simpler, to say, You have forgiveness for your sins; or to say, Get up
and go? 6But so that youmay see that on earth the Son ofman has authority
for the forgiveness of sins, (then said he to themanwhowas ill,) Get up, and
take up your bed, and go to your house. 7Andhe got up andwent away to his
house. 8But when the people saw it they were full of fear, and gave glory to
Godwho had given such authority tomen. 9Andwhen Jesuswas going from
there, he saw a man whose name was Matthew, seated at the place where
taxeswere taken; andhe said to him, Comeafterme. Andhe got up andwent
after him. 10And it came about, when he was in the house taking food, that
a number of tax-farmers and sinners came and took their places with Jesus
and his disciples. 11Andwhen the Pharisees saw it, they said to his disciples,
Why does your Master take food with tax-farmers and sinners? 12 But on
hearing this he said, Thosewho arewell have no need of amedical man, but
those who are ill. 13 But go and take to heart the sense of these words, My
desire is for mercy, not offerings: for I have come not to get the upright, but
sinners. 14Then thedisciples of John came tohim, saying,Whydoweand the
Pharisees frequently gowithout food, but your disciples do not? 15And Jesus
said to them,Will the friends of the newly-marriedman be sad as long as he
iswith them? But the dayswill comewhenhewill be taken away from them,
and then will they go without food. 16And noman puts a bit of new cloth on
an old coat, for by pulling away from the old, it makes a worse hole. 17And
men do not put new wine into old wine-skins; or the skins will be burst and
the wine will come out, and the skins are of no more use: but they put new
wine into newwine-skins, and so the twowill be safe. 18While hewas saying
these things to them, there came a ruler and gave him worship, saying, My
daughter is even now dead; but come and put your hand on her, and she
will come back to life. 19 And Jesus got up and went after him, and so did
his disciples. 20And awoman, who for twelve years had had a flow of blood,
cameafter him, andputherhandon the edgeof his robe: 21Because, she said
to herself, if I may but put my hand on his robe, I will be made well. 22 But
Jesus, turning and seeing her, said, Daughter, take heart; your faith hasmade
you well. And the womanwas made well from that hour. 23And when Jesus
came into the ruler's house and saw the players with their instruments and
the peoplemaking a noise, 24He said,Make room; for the girl is not dead, but
sleeping. And they were laughing at him. 25But when the people were sent
out, hewent in and took her by the hand; and the girl got up. 26And the news
of it went out into all that land. 27And when Jesus went on from there, two
blind men came after him, crying out, Have mercy on us, you Son of David.
28 And when he had come into the house, the blind men came to him; and
Jesus said to them, Have you faith that I am able to do this? They said to
him, Yes, Lord. 29 Then he put his hand on their eyes, saying, As your faith
is, let it be done to you. 30And their eyes were made open. And Jesus said to
themsharply, Letnomanhaveknowledgeof it. 31But theywent out andgave
news of him in all that land. 32And while they were going away, there came
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to him a man without the power of talking, and with an evil spirit. 33 And
when the evil spirit hadbeen sent out, themanhad the power of talking: and
they were all surprised, saying, Such a thing has never been seen in Israel.
34But the Pharisees said, By the ruler of evil spirits, he sends evil spirits out
of men. 35And Jesus went about all the towns and small places, teaching in
their Synagogues and preaching the good news of the kingdom and making
well all sorts of disease and pain. 36 But when he saw all the people he was
moved with pity for them, because they were troubled and wandering like
sheep without a keeper. 37Then he said to his disciples, There is much grain
but not enoughmen to get it in. 38Make prayer, then, to the Lord of the grain-
fields, that hemay send out workers to get in his grain.

10
1 And he got together his twelve disciples and gave them the power of

driving out unclean spirits, and of making well all sorts of disease and pain.
2 Now the names of the twelve are these: The first, Simon, who is named
Peter, and Andrew, his brother; James, the son of Zebedee, and John, his
brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew, the tax-farmer;
James, the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot, and Judas
Iscariot, who was false to him. 5 These twelve Jesus sent out and gave them
orders, saying, Do not go among the Gentiles, or into any town of Samaria,
6 But go to the wandering sheep of the house of Israel, 7 And, on your way,
say, The kingdom of heaven is near. 8Makewell those who are ill, give life to
the dead, make lepers clean, send evil spirits out of men; freely it has been
given to you, freely give. 9 Take no gold or silver or copper in your pockets;
10Take no bag for your journey and do not take two coats or shoes or a stick:
for the workman has a right to his food. 11And into whatever town or small
place you go,make search there for someonewho is respected, andmake his
house your resting-place till you go away. 12 And when you go in, say, May
peace be on this house. 13 And if the house is good enough, let your peace
come on it: but if not, let your peace come back to you. 14And whoever will
not take you in, or give ear to your words, when you go out from that house
or that town, put off its dust from your feet. 15 Truly I say to you, It will be
better for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of God's judging than
for that town. 16 See, I send you out as sheep among wolves. Be then as wise
as snakes, and as gentle as doves. 17 But be on the watch against men: for
they will give you up to the Sanhedrins, and in their Synagogues they will
give you blows; 18And youwill come before rulers and kings because of me,
for a witness to them and to the Gentiles. 19But when you are given up into
their hands, do not be troubled about what to say or how to say it: for in that
hourwhat you are to saywill be given to you; 20Because it is not youwho say
the words, but the Spirit of your Father in you. 21And brother will give up
brother to death, and the father his child: and children will go against their
fathers and mothers, and put them to death. 22And you will be hated by all
menbecauseofmyname: buthewho is strong to the endwill have salvation.
23Butwhen theyare cruel toyou inone town, go inflight toanother: for truly,
I say to you, You will not have gone through the towns of Israel before the
Son of man comes. 24A disciple is not greater than his master, or a servant
than his lord. 25 It is enough for the disciple that he may be as his master,
and the servant as his lord. If they have given the name Beelzebub to the
master of the house, how much more to those of his house! 26Have, then,
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no fear of them: because nothing is covered which will not come to light, or
secret which will not be made clear. 27What I say to you in the dark, say in
the light: and what comes to your ear secretly, say publicly from the house-
tops. 28And have no fear of thosewho put to death the body, but are not able
to put to death the soul. But have fear of him who has power to give soul
and body to destruction in hell. 29Are not sparrows two a farthing? and not
one of them comes to an end without your Father: 30 But the hairs of your
head are all numbered. 31 Then have no fear; you are of more value than a
flock of sparrows. 32To everyone, then, who giveswitness tome beforemen,
I will give witness before my Father in heaven. 33But if anyone says before
men that he has no knowledge of me, I will say that I have no knowledge
of him before my Father in heaven. 34Do not have the thought that I have
come to send peace on the earth; I camenot to send peace but a sword. 35For
I have come to put a man against his father, and the daughter against her
mother, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law: 36 And a man
will be hated by those of his house. 37Hewho hasmore love for his father or
mother than forme is not good enough forme; hewho hasmore love for son
or daughter than for me is not good enough for me. 38And he who does not
takehis cross andcomeafterme isnot goodenough forme. 39Hewhohas the
desire to keephis lifewill have it taken fromhim, andhewhogives uphis life
because of me will have it given back to him. 40Hewho gives honour to you
gives honour tome; andhewhogives honour tomegives honour to himwho
sent me. 41Hewho gives honour to a prophet, in the name of a prophet, will
be given a prophet's reward; and hewho gives honour to an uprightman, in
the name of an upright man, will be given an upright man's reward. 42And
whoever gives to one of these little ones a cup of coldwater only, in the name
of a disciple, truly I say to you, he will not go without his reward.

11
1 And it came about that when Jesus had come to the end of giving these

orders to his twelve disciples, he went away from there, teaching and
preaching in their towns. 2Nowwhen John had news in prison of the works
of the Christ, he sent his disciples 3To say to him, Are you he who is to come,
or are we waiting for another? 4And Jesus, answering, said to them, Go and
give news to Johnof the thingswhich you are seeing andhearing: 5Theblind
see; those who were not able to, are walking; lepers are made clean; those
who were without hearing, now have their ears open; the dead come to life
again, and the poor have the good news given to them. 6And a blessing will
be on him who has no doubts about me. 7And when they were going away,
Jesus, talking of John, said to all the people,Whatwent youout into thewaste
land to see? a tall stemmoving in the wind? 8But what went you out to see?
a man delicately clothed? Those who have fair robes are in kings' houses.
9Butwhy did you go out? to see a prophet? Yes, I say to you, andmore than a
prophet. 10This is he of whom it has been said, See, I sendmy servant before
your face, who will make ready your way before you. 11 Truly I say to you,
Among the sons ofwomen therehasnot beena greater than John theBaptist:
but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12And from
the days of John the Baptist till now, the kingdomof heaven is forcing itsway
in, andmen of force take it. 13For all the prophets and the lawwere in force
till John. 14And if you are able to see it, this is Elijah who was to come. 15He
who has ears, let him give ear. 16 But what comparison may I make of this
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generation? It is like children seated in the market-places, crying out to one
another, 17We made music for you and you did not take part in the dance;
we gave cries of sorrow and you made no signs of grief. 18 For John came,
taking no food or drink, and they say, He has an evil spirit. 19The Son ofman
has come feasting, and they say, See, a lover of food andwine, a friend of tax-
farmers and sinners! Andwisdom is judged to be right by herworks. 20Then
hewent on to say hard things to the townswheremost of hisworks of power
were done, because they had not been turned from their sins. 21 Unhappy
are you, Chorazin! Unhappy are you, Beth-saida! For if the works of power
which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have
been turned from their sins in days gone by, clothing themselves in haircloth
and putting dust on their heads. 22But I say to you, It will be better for Tyre
and Sidon in the day of judging, than for you. 23And you, Capernaum, were
you not to be lifted up to heaven? youwill go down into hell: for if theworks
of power which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have
been here to this day. 24But I say to you that it will be better for the land of
Sodom in the day of judging, than for you. 25At that time Jesusmade answer
and said, I give praise to you, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because
youhave kept these things secret from thewise and themenof learning, and
have made them clear to little children. 26Yes, Father, for so it was pleasing
in your eyes. 27All things have been given to me by my Father; and no one
has knowledge of the Son, but the Father; and no one has knowledge of the
Father, but the Son, and he towhom the Sonwillmake it clear. 28Come tome,
all you who are troubled and weighted down with care, and I will give you
rest. 29Takemyyoke on you andbecome likeme, for I amgentle andwithout
pride, and you will have rest for your souls; 30 For my yoke is good, and the
weight I take up is not hard.

12
1 At that time Jesus went through the fields on the Sabbath day; and his

disciples, being in need of food, were taking the heads of grain. 2 But the
Pharisees,when they saw it, said tohim, See, yourdisciplesdo thatwhich it is
not right to do on the Sabbath. 3But he said to them, Have you no knowledge
of what David did when he had need of food, and those whowerewith him?
4Howhewent into thehouseofGodand took for food theholybreadwhich it
was not right for himor for thosewhowerewith him to take, but only for the
priests? 5Or is it not said in the law, how the Sabbath is broken by the priests
in the Temple and they do no wrong? 6 But I say to you that a greater thing
than the Temple is here. 7 But if these words had been in your minds, My
desire is for mercy and not for offerings, you would not have been judging
those who have done no wrong. 8 For the Son of man is lord of the Sabbath.
9Andhewent fromthere into their Synagogue: 10And therewasamanwitha
dead hand. And they put a question to him, saying, Is it right to make a man
well on the Sabbath day? so that they might have something against him.
11And he said to them,Which of you, having a sheep, if it gets into a hole on
the Sabbath day, will not put out a helping hand and get it back? 12Of how
muchmore value is aman than a sheep! For this reason it is right to do good
on theSabbathday. 13Then saidhe to theman, Put out yourhand. Andheput
it out, and it wasmade aswell as the other. 14But the Phariseeswent out and
made designs against him, how they might put him to death. 15 And Jesus,
having knowledge of this, went away from there, and a great number went
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after him; and he made them all well, 16 Ordering them not to give people
word of him: 17So thatwhatwas said by Isaiah the prophetmight come true,
18 See my servant, the man of my selection, my loved one in whom my soul
is well pleased: I will put my Spirit on him, and he will make my decision
clear to the Gentiles. 19His coming will not be with fighting or loud cries;
and his voice will not be lifted up in the streets. 20The crushed stemwill not
be broken by him; and the feebly burning light will he not put out, till he has
made righteousness overcome all. 21 And in his name will the Gentiles put
their hope. 22 Then they took to him one with an evil spirit, who was blind
andhadno power of talking: and hemade himwell so that he had the power
of talking and seeing. 23 And all the people were surprised and said, Is not
this the Son of David? 24But the Pharisees, hearing of it, said, This man only
sends evil spirits out of men by Beelzebub, the ruler of evil spirits. 25 And
having knowledge of their thoughts he said to them, Every kingdom having
division in itself is made waste, and every town or house having division in
itself will come to destruction. 26And if Satan sends out Satan, hemakeswar
against himself; how thenwill he keep his kingdom? 27And if I by Beelzebub
send evil spirits out of men, by whom do your sons send them out? So let
them be your judges. 28But if I by the Spirit of God send out evil spirits, then
is the kingdomofGod comeonyou. 29Orhowmayone go into a strongman's
house and takehis goods, if he does not first put cords round the strongman?
and then he may take his goods. 30Whoever is not with me is against me;
and he who does not take part with me in getting people together, is driving
them away. 31 So I say to you, Every sin and every evil word against God
will have forgiveness; but for evil words against the Spirit there will be no
forgiveness. 32And whoever says a word against the Son of man, will have
forgiveness; but whoever says a word against the Holy Spirit, will not have
forgiveness in this life or in that which is to come. 33Make the tree good,
and its fruit good; or make the tree bad, and its fruit bad; for by its fruit you
will get knowledge of the tree. 34You offspring of snakes, how are you, being
evil, able to say good things? because out of the heart's store come thewords
of the mouth. 35 The good man out of his good store gives good things; and
the evil man out of his evil store gives evil things. 36 And I say to you that
in the day when they are judged, men will have to give an account of every
foolish word they have said. 37 For by your words will your righteousness
be seen, and by your words you will be judged. 38 Then some of the scribes
and Pharisees, hearing this, said to him, Master, we are looking for a sign
from you. 39But he, answering, said to them, An evil and false generation is
looking for a sign; and no sign will be given to it but the sign of the prophet
Jonah: 40For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the stomach of the
great fish, so will the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart
of the earth. 41 The men of Nineveh will come up in the day of judging and
give their decision against this generation: because they were turned from
their sins at the preaching of Jonah; and now a greater than Jonah is here.
42 The queen of the South will come up in the day of judging and give her
decision against this generation: for she came from the ends of the earth
to give ear to the wisdom of Solomon; and now a greater than Solomon is
here. 43 But the unclean spirit, when he is gone out of a man, goes through
dry places looking for rest, and getting it not. 44 Then he says, I will go back
intomyhouse fromwhich I came out; andwhenhe comes, he sees that there
is no one in it, but that it has been made fair and clean. 45Then he goes and
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takes with him seven other spirits worse than himself, and they go in and
make it their living-place: and the last condition of that man is worse than
the first. Even so will it be with this evil generation. 46While he was still
talking to the people, his mother and his brothers came, desiring to have
talk with him. 47And one said to him, See, your mother and your brothers
are outside, desiring to have talk with you. 48 But he in answer said to him
who gave the news, Who is mymother and who are my brothers? 49And he
put out his hand to his disciples and said, See, my mother and my brothers!
50 For whoever does the pleasure of my Father in heaven, he is my brother,
and sister, andmother.

13
1On that day Jesus went out of the house and was seated by the seaside.

2 And great numbers of people came together to him, so that he got into a
boat; and the people took up their position by the sea. 3 And he gave them
teaching in the form of a story, saying, A man went out to put seed in the
earth; 4 And while he did so, some seeds were dropped by the wayside,
and the birds came and took them for food: 5 And some of the seed went
among the stones,where it hadnotmuch earth, and straight away it cameup
because the earthwasnot deep: 6Andwhen the sunwashigh, itwas burned;
and because it had no root it became dry and dead. 7And some seeds went
among thorns, and the thorns came up and they had no room for growth:
8 And some, falling on good earth, gave fruit, some a hundred, some sixty,
some thirty times as much. 9He who has ears, let him give ear. 10 And the
disciples came and said to him,Why do you say things to them in the form of
stories? 11And he said to them in answer, To you is given the knowledge of
the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 12Because
whoever has, to him will be given, and he will have more; but from him
who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 13 For this reason I put
things into the form of stories; because they seewithout seeing, and give ear
withouthearing, and the sense isnot clear to them. 14Andfor themthewords
of Isaiah have come true, Though you give ear, you will not get knowledge;
and seeing, youwill see, but the sensewill not be clear to you: 15For theheart
of this people has become fat and their ears are slow in hearing and their
eyes are shut; for fear that they might see with their eyes and give hearing
with their ears and become wise in their hearts and be turned again to me,
so that I might make them well. 16 But a blessing be on your eyes, because
they see; and on your ears, because they are open. 17 For truly, I say to you
that prophets and upright men had a desire to see the things which you see,
and saw them not; and to have knowledge of the words which have come
to your ears, and they had it not. 18 Give ear, then, to the story of the man
who put the seed in the earth. 19When the word of the kingdom comes to
anyone, and the sense of it is not clear to him, then the Evil One comes, and
quickly takes away that which was put in his heart. He is the seed dropped
by thewayside. 20And thatwhichwent on the stones, this is hewho, hearing
the word, straight away takes it with joy; 21But having no root in himself, he
goes on for a time; and when trouble comes or pain, because of the word,
he quickly becomes full of doubts. 22 And that which was dropped among
the thorns, this is he who has the word; and the cares of this life, and the
deceits of wealth, put a stop to the growth of the word and it gives no fruit.
23And the seed which was put in good earth, this is he who gives ear to the
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word, and gets the sense of it; who gives fruit, some a hundred, some sixty,
some thirty times as much. 24And he gave them another story, saying, The
kingdom of heaven is like a man who put good seed in his field: 25But while
menwere sleeping, onewhohadhate forhimcameandput evil seedsamong
the grain, and went away. 26 But when the green stem came up and gave
fruit, the evil plants were seen at the same time. 27And the servants of the
master of the house came and said to him, Sir, did you not put good seed in
your field? how then has it evil plants? 28 And he said, Someone has done
this in hate. And the servants say to him, Is it your pleasure that we go and
take them up? 29 But he says, No, for fear that by chance while you take up
the evil plants, youmay be rooting up the grainwith them. 30Let them come
up together till the getting in of the grain; and then I will say to the workers,
Take up first the evil plants, and put them together for burning: but put the
grain into my store-house. 31He put another story before them, saying, The
kingdom of heaven is like a grain ofmustard seedwhich aman took and put
in his field: 32Which is smaller than all seeds; but when it has come up it is
greater than the plants, and becomes a tree, so that the birds of heaven come
and make their resting-places in its branches. 33 Another story he gave to
them: The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took, and put
in three measures of meal, till it was all leavened. 34 All these things Jesus
said to the people in the form of stories; and without a story he said nothing
to them: 35That it might come true which was said by the prophet, Opening
my mouth, I will give out stories; I will give knowledge of things kept secret
from before all time. 36 Then he went away from the people, and went into
the house; and his disciples came to him, saying,Make clear to us the story of
the evil plants in the field. 37And hemade answer and said, Hewho puts the
good seed in the earth is the Son ofman; 38And the field is theworld; and the
good seed is the sons of the kingdom; and the evil seeds are the sons of the
Evil One; 39And he who put them in the earth is Satan; and the getting in of
the grain is the end of the world; and those who get it in are the angels. 40As
then the evil plants are got together and burned with fire, so will it be in the
end of the world. 41 The Son of man will send out his angels, and they will
take out of his kingdom everything which is a cause of error, and all those
who do wrong, 42And will put them into the fire; there will be weeping and
cries of sorrow. 43Thenwill the upright be shining as the sun in the kingdom
of their Father. Hewhohas ears, let himgive ear. 44Thekingdomof heaven is
like a secret store ofwealth in a field, which aman came across and put back
again; and in his joy he goes and gives all he has, to get that field. 45Again,
the kingdom of heaven is like a trader searching for beautiful jewels. 46And
having come across one jewel of great price, he went and gave all he had in
exchange for it. 47Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net, which was put
into the sea and took in every sort of fish: 48When it was full, they took it
up on the sands; and seated there they put the good into vessels, but the bad
they put away. 49 So will it be in the end of the world: the angels will come
and take out the bad from the good, 50And will put them into the fire: there
will be weeping and cries of sorrow. 51Are all these things now clear to you?
They say to him, Yes. 52Andhe said to them, For this reason every scribewho
has become a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house,
whogives out fromhis store thingsnewandold. 53Andwhen Jesushad come
to the end of these stories he went away from there. 54And coming into his
country, he gave them teaching in their Synagogue, so that theywere greatly
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surprised and said, Where did this man get this wisdom and these works of
power? 55 Is not this the woodworker's son? is not his mother namedMary?
and his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56And his sisters,
are they not all with us? from where, then, has he all these things? 57 And
they were bitter against him. But Jesus said to them, A prophet is nowhere
without honour but in his country and amonghis family. 58And theworks of
power which he did there were small in number because they had no faith.

14
1 At that time news of Jesus came to Herod the king; 2 And he said to his

servants, This is John the Baptist; he has come back from the dead, and so
these powers are working in him. 3 For Herod had taken John and put him
in prison because of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife. 4Because John had
said to him, It is not right for you to have her. 5Andhewould have put him to
death, but forhis fear of thepeople, because in their eyes Johnwasaprophet.
6 But when Herod's birthday came, the daughter of Herodias was dancing
before them, andHerodwas pleasedwith her. 7So he gave her hiswordwith
an oath to let her have whatever she might make request for. 8And she, at
her mother's suggestion, said, Give me here on a plate the head of John the
Baptist. 9And the king was sad; but because of his oaths and because of his
guests, hegave theorder for it tobegiven toher; 10Andhesentandhad John's
head cut off in the prison. 11And his headwas put on a plate and given to the
girl; and she took it to her mother. 12 And his disciples came, and took up
his body and put it in the earth; and they went and gave Jesus news of what
had takenplace. 13Nowwhen it came to the ears of Jesus, hewent away from
there in aboat, to awaste place byhimself: and thepeople hearing of it, went
afterhimon foot fromthe towns. 14Andhecameout and sawagreatnumber
of people and he had pity on them, and made well those of them who were
ill. 15 And when evening had come, the disciples came to him, saying, This
place is waste land, and the time is now past; send the people away so that
theymaygo into the townsandget themselves food. 16But Jesus said to them,
There is no need for them to go away; give them food yourselves. 17And they
say to him, We have here but five cakes of bread and two fishes. 18And he
said, Give them to me. 19And he gave orders for the people to be seated on
the grass; and he took the five cakes of bread and the two fishes and, looking
up to heaven, he said words of blessing, and made division of the food, and
gave it to the disciples, and the disciples gave it to the people. 20 And they
all took of the food and had enough: and they took up twelve baskets full of
broken bitswhichwere not used. 21And thosewho had foodwere about five
thousand men, in addition to women and children. 22And straight away he
made thedisciples get into theboat and gobeforehim to the other side, till he
had sent the people away. 23And after he had sent the people away, he went
up into the mountain by himself for prayer: and when evening was come,
he was there by himself. 24 But the boat was now in the middle of the sea,
andwas troubled by thewaves: for thewindwas against them. 25And in the
fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26And when
they sawhimwalkingon the sea, theywere troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and
they gave cries of fear. 27But straight away Jesus said to them, Take heart; it
is I, have no fear. 28And Peter, answering, said to him, Lord, if it is you, give
me theorder to come to youon thewater. 29Andhe said, Come. AndPeter got
out of the boat, and walking on the water, went to Jesus. 30But when he saw
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the wind hewas in fear and, starting to go down, he gave a cry, saying, Help,
Lord. 31And straight away Jesus put out his hand and took a grip of him, and
said to him, O man of little faith, why were you in doubt? 32And when they
had got into the boat, the wind went down. 33 And those who were in the
boat gave him worship, saying, Truly you are the Son of God. 34And when
they had gone across, they came to land at Gennesaret. 35Andwhen themen
of that place hadnews of him, they sent into all the country roundabout, and
took tohimallwhowere ill, 36With the request that theymight only put their
hands on the edge of his robe: and all those who did so weremade well.

15
1 Then there came to Jesus from Jerusalem Pharisees and scribes, saying,

2Why do your disciples go against the teaching of the fathers? for they take
food with unwashed hands. 3And in answer he said to them, Why do you,
yourselves, go against theword of God on account of the teachingwhich has
been handed down to you? 4 For God said, Give honour to your father and
mother: and, He who says evil of father or mother will be put to death. 5But
you say, If a man says to his father or his mother, That by which you might
have had profit from me is given to God; 6 There is no need for him to give
honour to his father. And you have made the word of God without effect
because of your teaching. 7You false ones, well did Isaiah say of you, 8These
people give me honour with their lips, but their heart is far from me. 9 But
their worship is to no purpose, while they give as their teaching the rules of
men. 10 And he got the people together and said to them, Give ear, and let
my words be clear to you: 11 Not that which goes into the mouth makes a
man unclean, but that which comes out of the mouth. 12 Then the disciples
came and said to him, Did you see that the Pharisees were troubled when
these words came to their ears? 13But he said in answer, Every plant which
my Father in heaven has not put in the earth, will be taken up by the roots.
14 Let them be: they are blind guides. And if a blind man is guiding a blind
man, the two will go falling into a hole together. 15 Then Peter said to him,
Make the story clear to us. 16 And he said, Are you, like them, still without
wisdom? 17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth goes on into
the stomach, and is sent out as waste? 18 But the things which come out of
the mouth come from the heart; and they make a man unclean. 19 For out
of the heart come evil thoughts, the taking of life, broken faith between the
married, unclean desires of the flesh, taking of property, falsewitness, bitter
words: 20 These are the things which make a man unclean; but to take food
withunwashedhandsdoesnotmakeamanunclean. 21And Jesuswent away
from there into the country of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And a woman of Canaan
came out from those parts, crying and saying, Have pity on me, O Lord, Son
of David; my daughter is greatly troubled with an unclean spirit. 23 But he
gave her no answer. And his disciples came and said to him, Send her away,
for she is crying after us. 24 But he made answer and said, I was sent only
to the wandering sheep of the house of Israel. 25But she came and gave him
worship, saying, Help, Lord. 26And he made answer and said, It is not right
to take the children's bread and give it to the dogs. 27But she said, Yes, Lord:
but even the dogs take the bits fromunder theirmasters' table. 28Then Jesus,
answering, said to her, Owoman, great is your faith: let your desire be done.
And her daughter was made well from that hour. 29 And Jesus went from
there and came to the sea of Galilee; and he went up into the mountain, and
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tookhis seat there. 30And there came to himgreat numbers of people having
with them those who were broken in body, or blind, or without voice, or
wounded, or ill in any way, and a number of others; they put them down
at his feet and he made themwell: 31 So that the people were full of wonder
when they saw that those who had no voice were talking, the feeble were
made strong, those whose bodies were broken had the power of walking,
and theblindwereable to see: and theygaveglory to theGodof Israel. 32And
Jesus got his disciples together and said, I have pity for the people, because
theyhavenowbeenwithme threedays andhaveno food: and Iwill not send
themawaywithout food, or theywill haveno strength for the journey. 33And
the disciples say to him, How may we get enough bread in a waste place, to
give food to such a number of people? 34And Jesus says to them, Howmuch
bread have you? And they said, Seven cakes, and some small fishes. 35Then
he gave an order to the people to be seated on the earth, 36And he took the
seven cakes of bread and the fishes; and having given praise, he gave the
broken bread to the disciples, and the disciples gave it to the people. 37And
theyall took food, andhadenough; and they tookupof thebrokenbits, seven
baskets full. 38And there were four thousand men who took food, together
with women and children. 39And when he had sent the people away, he got
into the boat, and came into the country of Magadan.

16
1And the Pharisees and Sadducees came and, testing him, made a request

to him to give them a sign from heaven. 2But in answer he said to them, At
nightfall you say, The weather will be good, for the sky is red. 3 And in the
morning, The weather will be bad today, for the sky is red and angry. You
are able to see the face of heaven, but not the signs of the times. 4An evil and
false generation is searching after a sign; and no sign will be given to it but
the sign of Jonah. And he went away from them. 5 And when the disciples
came to the other side they had not taken thought to get bread. 6And Jesus
said to them, Take care to havenothing to dowith the leaven of the Pharisees
and Sadducees. 7 And they were reasoning among themselves, saying, We
took no bread. 8And Jesus, seeing it, said, O you of little faith, why are you
reasoning among yourselves, because you have no bread? 9Do you still not
see, or keep in mind the five cakes of bread of the five thousand, and the
number of baskets you took up? 10Or the seven cakes of bread of the four
thousand, and the number of baskets you took up? 11How is it that you do
not see that I was not talking to you about bread, but about keeping away
from the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees? 12 Then they saw that it
was not the leaven of bread which he had in mind, but the teaching of the
Pharisees and Sadducees. 13 Now when Jesus had come into the parts of
Caesarea Philippi, he said, questioning his disciples, Who do men say that
the Son of man is? 14And they said, Some say, John the Baptist; some, Elijah;
and others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. 15He says to them, But who
do you say that I am? 16 And Simon Peter made answer and said, You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17And Jesus made answer and said to
him, A blessing on you, Simon Bar-jonah: because this knowledge has not
come to you from flesh and blood, but from my Father in heaven. 18 And I
say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock will my church be based, and
the doors of hell will not overcome it. 19 I will give to you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven: and whatever is fixed by you on earth will be fixed in
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heaven: and whatever you make free on earth will be made free in heaven.
20 Then he gave orders to the disciples to give no man word that he was the
Christ. 21From that time Jesus went on to make clear to his disciples how he
wouldhave to goup to Jerusalem, andundergomuchat the hands of those in
authority and the chief priests and scribes, and be put to death, and the third
day come again from the dead. 22And Peter, protesting, said to him, Be it far
from you, Lord; it is impossible that this will come about. 23But he, turning
to Peter, said, Get out ofmyway, Satan: you are a danger tome because your
mind is not on the things of God, but on the things of men. 24Then Jesus said
to his disciples, If anymanwould come afterme, let him give up all, and take
up his cross, and come afterme. 25Because whoever has a desire to keep his
life safe will have it taken from him; but whoever gives up his life because
of me, will have it given back to him. 26For what profit has a man, if he gets
all the world with the loss of his life? or what will a man give in exchange
for his life? 27For the Son ofmanwill come in the glory of his Fatherwith his
angels; and then he will give to every man the reward of his works. 28Truly
I say to you, There are some of those here whowill not have a taste of death,
till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.

17
1 And after six days Jesus takes with him Peter, and James, and John,

his brother, and makes them go up with him into a high mountain by
themselves. 2 And he was changed in form before them; and his face was
shining like the sun, and his clothing becamewhite as light. 3AndMoses and
Elijah came before their eyes, talking with him. 4 And Peter made answer
and said to Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if you will let me, I will
make here three tents, one for you, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.
5While hewas still talking, a bright cloud came over them: and a voice out of
the cloud, saying, This is my dearly loved Son, withwhom I amwell pleased;
give ear to him. 6And at these words the disciples went down on their faces
in great fear. 7 And Jesus came and put his hand on them and said, Get up
and have no fear. 8And lifting up their eyes, they saw no one, but Jesus only.
9 And when they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus gave them
orders, saying, Let no man have word of what you have seen, till the Son of
man has come again from the dead. 10 And his disciples, questioning him,
said, Why then do the scribes say that Elijah has to come first? 11 And in
answerhe said, Elijah truly has to comeandput all things right: 12But I say to
you that Elijah has come, and they had no knowledge of him, but did to him
whatever they were pleased to do; the same will the Son of man undergo at
their hands. 13 Then the disciples saw that he was talking to them of John
the Baptist. 14And when they came to the people, a man went down on his
knees tohim, saying, 15Lordhavemercyonmyson: forhe is offhishead, and
is in great pain; and frequently he goes falling into the fire, and frequently
into the water. 16And I took him to your disciples, and they were not able to
make himwell. 17And Jesus, answering, said, O false and foolish generation,
how long will I be with you? how long will I put up with you? let him come
here to me. 18And Jesus gave orders to the unclean spirit, and it went out of
him: and the boy was made well from that hour. 19 Then the disciples came
to Jesus privately, and said, Why were we not able to send it out? 20And he
says to them, Because of your little faith: for truly I say to you, If you have
faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, Be moved
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from this place to that; and it will be moved; and nothing will be impossible
to you. 21 [] 22Andwhile theywere going about in Galilee, Jesus said to them,
The Son of man will be given up into the hands of men; 23And they will put
him to death, and the third day he will come again from the dead. And they
werevery sad. 24Andwhen theyhadcome toCapernaum, thosewho took the
Temple tax came to Peter and said, Does not your master make payment of
the Temple tax? 25He says, Yes. Andwhen he came into the house, Jesus said
to him, What is your opinion, Simon? from whom do the kings of the earth
get payment or tax? from their sons or from other people? 26And when he
said, From other people, Jesus said to him, Then are the sons free. 27But, so
that we may not be a cause of trouble to them, go to the sea, and let down a
hook, and take the first fishwhich comes up; and in his mouth youwill see a
bit of money: take that, and give it to them for me and you.

18
1 In that hour the disciples came to Jesus, saying, Who is greatest in the

kingdom of heaven? 2And he took a little child, and put him in the middle
of them, 3And said, Truly, I say to you, If you do not have a change of heart
and become like little children, you will not go into the kingdom of heaven.
4 Whoever, then, will make himself as low as this little child, the same is
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5And whoever gives honour to one
such little child in my name, gives honour to me: 6 But whoever is a cause
of trouble to one of these little ones who have faith in me, it would be better
for him to have a great stone fixed to his neck, and to come to his end in the
deep sea. 7A curse is on the earth because of trouble! for it is necessary for
trouble to come; but unhappy is thatman throughwhom the trouble comes.
8And if your hand or your foot is a cause of trouble, let it be cut off and put
it away from you: it is better for you to go into life with the loss of a hand or
a foot than, having two hands or two feet, to go into the eternal fire. 9And if
your eye is a cause of trouble to you, take it out, and put it away from you:
it is better for you to go into life with one eye than, having two eyes, to go
into the hell of fire. 10 Let it not seem to you that one of these little ones is
of no value; for I say to you that in heaven their angels see at all times the
face of my Father in heaven. 11 [] 12What would you say now? if a man has
a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone wandering away, will he not let
the ninety-nine be, and go to themountains in search of thewandering one?
13And if he comes across it, truly I say to you, he has more joy over it than
over the ninety-nine which have not gone out of the way. 14Even so it is not
the pleasure of your Father in heaven for one of these little ones to come to
destruction. 15And if your brother does wrong to you, go, make clear to him
his error between you and him in private: if he gives ear to you, you have
got your brother back again. 16 But if he will not give ear to you, take with
you one or two more, that by the lips of two or three witnesses every word
may bemade certain. 17And if he will not give ear to them, let it come to the
hearing of the church: and if he will not give ear to the church, let him be
to you as a Gentile and a tax-farmer. 18 Truly I say to you, Whatever things
are fixed by you on earth will be fixed in heaven: and whatever you make
free on earth will be made free in heaven. 19Again, I say to you, that if two
of you are in agreement on earth about anything for which they will make a
request, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two
or three are come together in my name, there am I among them. 21 Then
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Peter came and said to him, Lord, what number of timesmaymy brother do
wrong against me, and I give him forgiveness? till seven times? 22 Jesus says
to him, I say not to you, Till seven times; but, Till seventy times seven. 23For
this reason the kingdomof heaven is like a king, whowent over his accounts
with his servants. 24Andat the start, one came tohimwhowas inhis debt for
ten thousand talents. 25And because he was not able to make payment, his
lord gave orders for him, andhiswife, andhis sons anddaughters, and all he
had, to be given for money, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant went
down on his face and gave himworship, saying, Lord, give me time to make
payment and I will give you all. 27And the lord of that servant, beingmoved
with pity, let him go, andmade him free of the debt. 28But that servant went
out, and meeting one of the other servants, who was in debt to him for one
hundred pence, he took him by the throat, saying, Make payment of your
debt. 29 So that servant went down on his face, requesting him and saying,
Giveme time and Iwillmake payment to you. 30And hewould not: butwent
and put him into prison till he had made payment of the debt. 31 So when
the other servants saw what was done they were very sad, and came and
gave word to their lord of what had been done. 32Then his lord sent for him
and said, You evil servant; I made you free of all that debt, because of your
request tome: 33Was it not right for you to havemercy on the other servant,
even as I had mercy on you? 34And his lord was very angry, and put him in
the hands of thosewhowould give him punishment till hemade payment of
all the debt. 35Sowill my Father in heaven do to you, if you do not everyone,
from your hearts, give forgiveness to his brother.

19
1And it came about that after saying these words, Jesus went away from

Galilee, and came into the parts of Judaea on the other side of Jordan. 2And
a great number went after him; and hemade themwell there. 3And certain
Pharisees came to him, testing him, and saying, Is it right for a man to put
away his wife for every cause? 4And he said in answer, Have you not seen
in the Writings, that he who made them at the first made them male and
female, and said, 5 For this cause will a man go away from his father and
mother, and be joined to his wife; and the two will become one flesh? 6 So
that they are no longer two, but one flesh. Then let not that which has been
joined by God be parted byman. 7They say to him,Why then didMoses give
orders that a husbandmight giveher a statement inwriting andbe free from
her? 8He says to them,Moses, because of your hard hearts, let you put away
your wives: but it has not been so from the first. 9And I say to you,Whoever
puts away his wife for any other cause than the loss of her virtue, and takes
another, is a false husband: and he who takes her as his wife when she is
put away, is no true husband to her. 10 The disciples say to him, If this is the
position of a man in relation to his wife, it is better not to be married. 11But
he said to them, Not all men are able to take in this saying, but only those to
whom it is given. 12 For there are men who, from birth, were without sex:
and there are some who were made so by men: and there are others who
have made themselves so for the kingdom of heaven. He who is able to take
it, let him take it. 13 Then some people took little children to him, so that he
might put his hands on them in blessing: and the disciples said sharp words
to them. 14 But Jesus said, Let the little ones come to me, and do not keep
them away: for of such is the kingdom of heaven. 15And he put his hands on
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them, and went away. 16And one came to him and said, Master, what good
thing have I to do, so that I may have eternal life? 17And he said to him,Why
are you questioning me about what is good? One there is who is good: but
if you have a desire to go into life, keep the rules of the law. 18He says to
him,Which? And Jesus said, Do not put anyone to death, Do not be untrue in
married life, Do not take what is not yours, Do not give false witness, 19Give
honour to your father and your mother: and, Have love for your neighbour
as for yourself. 20 The young man says to him, All these things have I done:
what more is there? 21 Jesus said to him, If you have a desire to be complete,
go, get money for your property, and give it to the poor, and you will have
wealth in heaven: and come after me. 22But hearing these words the young
man went away sorrowing: for he had much property. 23And Jesus said to
his disciples, Truly I say to you, It is hard for a man with much money to
go into the kingdom of heaven. 24 And again I say to you, It is simpler for
a camel to go through a needle's eye, than for a man with much money to
go into the kingdom of God. 25And the disciples, hearing this, were greatly
surprised, saying, Who then may have salvation? 26 And Jesus, looking at
them, said,Withmen this is not possible; butwithGodall things are possible.
27 Then Peter said to him, See, we have given up everything and have come
after you; what then will we have? 28And Jesus said to them, Truly I say to
you that in the time when all things are made new, and the Son of man is
seated in his glory, you who have come after me will be seated on twelve
seats, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29And everyone who has given up
houses, or brothers, or sisters, or father, or mother, or child, or land, for my
name, will be given a hundred times as much, and have eternal life. 30But a
great number who are first will be last, and somewho are last will be first.

20
1 For the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a house, who went out

early in the morning to get workers into his vine-garden. 2 And when he
had made an agreement with the workmen for a penny a day, he sent them
into his vine-garden. 3And hewent out about the third hour, and saw others
in the market-place doing nothing; 4And he said to them, Go into the vine-
garden with the others, and whatever is right I will give you. And they went
to work. 5 Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and did
the same. 6And about the eleventh hour he went out and saw others doing
nothing; and he says to them, Why are you here all the day doing nothing?
7They say to him, Because noman has given us work. He says to them, Go in
with the rest, into the vine-garden. 8Andwhen evening came, the lord of the
vine-garden said to his manager, Let the workers come, and give them their
payment, fromthe last to thefirst. 9Andwhen thosemencamewhohadgone
to work at the eleventh hour, they were given every man a penny. 10 Then
thosewho camefirst had the idea that theywould getmore; and they, like the
rest, were given apenny. 11Andwhen they got it, theymade aprotest against
themaster of thehouse, 12Saying, These last havedoneonlyonehour'swork,
and you havemade them equal to us, who have undergone the hardwork of
the day and the burning heat. 13But he in answer said to one of them, Friend,
I do you no wrong: did you not make an agreement with me for a penny?
14Take what is yours, and go away; it is my pleasure to give to this last, even
as to you. 15Have I not the right to do as seems good tome inmy house? or is
your eye evil, because I am good? 16So the last will be first, and the first last.
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17Andwhen Jesuswas going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples on
one side, and said to them, 18See, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son ofman
will be given into thehands of the chief priests and scribes; and theywill give
orders for him to be put to death, 19Andwill give himup to the Gentiles to be
made sport of and to bewhipped and to be put to death on the cross: and the
third day he will come back again from the dead. 20 Then the mother of the
sons of Zebedee came to himwith her sons, giving himworship andmaking
a request of him. 21And he said to her, What is your desire? She says to him,
Let my two sons be seated, the one at your right hand, and the other at your
left, in your kingdom. 22But Jesus made answer and said, You have no idea
what you are requesting. Are you able to take of the cupwhich I am about to
take? 23They say to him,We are able. He says to them, Truly, youwill take of
my cup: but to be seated atmy right hand and atmy left is not forme to give,
but it is for those forwhommyFatherhasmade it ready. 24Andwhen it came
to the ears of the ten, theywere angrywith the twobrothers. 25But Jesus said
to them, You see that the rulers of the Gentiles are lords over them, and their
great ones have authority over them. 26 Let it not be so among you: but if
anyone has a desire to become great among you, let him be your servant;
27 And whoever has a desire to be first among you, let him take the lowest
place: 28 Even as the Son of man did not come to have servants, but to be a
servant, and to give his life for the salvation of men. 29And when they were
going out from Jericho, a great numberwent after him. 30And twoblindmen
seated by thewayside, when they had the news that Jesuswas going by, gave
a loud cry, saying, Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us. 31And the people
gave themorders to be quiet; but theywent on crying even louder, Lord, Son
of David, have mercy on us. 32And Jesus, stopping, sent for them, and said,
What would you have me do to you? 33 They say to him, Lord, that our eyes
may be open. 34 And Jesus, being moved with pity, put his fingers on their
eyes: and straight away they were able to see, and went after him.

21
1Andwhen theywere near Jerusalem, and had come to Beth-phage, to the

MountainofOlives, Jesus sent twodisciples, 2Saying to them,Go into the little
town in front of you, and straight away youwill see an asswith a cord round
her neck, and a young one with her; let them loose and come with them to
me. 3 And if anyone says anything to you, you will say, The Lord has need
of them; and straight away he will send them. 4Now this took place so that
these words of the prophet might come true, 5 Say to the daughter of Zion,
See, your King comes to you, gentle and seated on an ass, and on a young ass.
6 And the disciples went and did as Jesus had given them orders, 7 And got
the ass and the young one, and put their clothing on them, and he took his
seat on it. 8And all the people put their clothing down in theway; and others
got branches from the trees, and put themdown in theway. 9And thosewho
went before him, and those who came after, gave loud cries, saying, Glory
to the Son of David: A blessing on him who comes in the name of the Lord:
Glory in the highest. 10And when he came into Jerusalem, all the town was
moved, saying,Who is this? 11And the people said, This is the prophet Jesus,
from Nazareth of Galilee. 12And Jesus went into the Temple and sent out all
who were trading there, overturning the tables of the money-changers and
the seats of those trading indoves. 13Andhe said to them, It is in theWritings,
My house is to be named a house of prayer, but you are making it a hole of
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thieves. 14And the blind and the broken in body came to him in the Temple,
and he made them well. 15 But when the chief priests and the scribes saw
the works of power which he did, and the children crying out in the Temple,
Glory to the son of David, they were angry and said to him, 16Have you any
idea what these are saying? And Jesus said to them, Yes: have you not seen
in the Writings, From the lips of children and babies at the breast you have
made your praise complete? 17And he went away from them, and went out
of the town to Bethany, and was there for the night. 18Now in the morning
whenhewas comingback to the town, hehadadesire for food. 19And seeing
a fig-tree by thewayside, he came to it, and sawnothing on it but leaves only;
and he said to it, Let there be no fruit from you from this time forward for
ever. And straight away the fig-tree became dry and dead. 20And when the
disciples saw it theywere surprised, saying, Howdid the fig-tree becomedry
in so short a time? 21And Jesus in answer said to them, Truly I say to you, If
you have faith, without doubting, not only may you do what has been done
to the fig-tree, but even if you say to this mountain, Be taken up and put into
the sea, it will be done. 22And all things, whatever you make request for in
prayer, having faith, you will get. 23Andwhen he had come into the Temple,
the chief priests and those in authority over the people came to himwhile he
was teaching, and said, By what authority do you do these things? and who
gave you this authority? 24And Jesus said to them in answer, I will put one
question to you, and if you giveme the answer, I will say bywhat authority I
do these things. 25Thebaptismof John,wheredid it comefrom? fromheaven
or frommen? And theywere reasoning among themselves, saying, If we say,
Fromheaven; hewill say tous,Why thendidyounothave faith inhim? 26But
if we say, Frommen; we are in fear of the people, because all take John to be
a prophet. 27 And they made answer and said, We have no idea. Then he
said to them, And I will not say to you by what authority I do these things.
28But howdoes it seem to you? Amanhad two sons; and he came to the first,
and said, Son, go and do work today in the vine-garden. 29 And he said in
answer, I will not: but later, changing his decision, he went. 30And he came
to the second and said the same. And hemade answer and said, I go, sir: and
went not. 31Which of the two did his father's pleasure? They say, The first.
Jesus said to them, Truly I say to you, that tax-farmers and loose women are
going into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in the
way of righteousness, and you had no faith in him, but the tax-farmers and
the loose women had faith in him: and you, when you saw it, did not even
have regret for your sins, so as to have faith in him. 33Give ear to another
story. A master of a house made a vine garden, and put a wall round it, and
made a place for crushing out the wine, and made a tower, and let it out to
field-workers, and went into another country. 34And when the time for the
fruit came near, he sent his servants to the workmen, to get the fruit. 35And
the workmen made an attack on his servants, giving blows to one, putting
another to death, and stoning another. 36Again, he sent other servantsmore
in number than the first: and they did the same to them. 37But after that he
sent his son to them, saying, They will have respect for my son. 38But when
the workmen saw the son, they said among themselves, This is he who will
one day be the owner of the property; come, let us put him to death and take
his heritage. 39And they took him and, driving him out of the vine-garden,
put him to death. 40When, then, the lord of the vine-garden comes, whatwill
he do to those workmen? 41 They say to him, He will put those cruel men to
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a cruel death, and will let out the vine-garden to other workmen, who will
give him the fruit when it is ready. 42 Jesus says to them, Did you never see
in the Writings, The stone which the builders put on one side, the same has
beenmade the chief stone of the building: this was the Lord's doing, and it is
awonder in our eyes? 43For this reason I say to you, The kingdomofGodwill
be taken away fromyou, andwill be given to a nation producing the fruits of
it. 44Any man falling on this stone will be broken, but he on whom it comes
downwill be crushed to dust. 45Andwhen his stories came to the ears of the
chief priests and the Pharisees, they saw that he was talking of them. 46And
though theyhadadesire to takehim, theywere in fear of the people, because
in their eyes he was a prophet.

22
1And Jesus, talking to themagain in stories, said: 2The kingdomof heaven

is like a certain king, whomade a feast when his sonwasmarried, 3And sent
out his servants to get in the guests to the feast: and they would not come.
4Againhe sent out other servants, with orders to say to the guests, See, I have
made readymy feast: my oxen andmy fat beasts have beenput to death, and
all things are ready: come to the feast. 5But they gave no attention, andwent
about their business, one to his farm, another to his trade: 6And the rest put
violent hands on his servants, and did evil to them, and put them to death.
7But the king was angry; and he sent his armies, and those who had put his
servants to death he gave to destruction, burning down their townwith fire.
8Then he said to his servants, The feast is ready but the guestswere not good
enough. 9Go then to the cross-roads, and get all thosewhomyou see to come
to the bride-feast. 10 And those servants went out into the streets, and got
together all those whom they came across, bad and good: and the feast was
full of guests. 11But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a
manwho had not on a guest's robe; 12And he says to him, Friend, how came
you in here not having a guest's robe? And he had nothing to say. 13 Then
the king said to the servants, Put cords round his hands and feet and put him
out into the dark; there will be weeping and cries of sorrow. 14For out of all
to whom the good news has come, only a small number will get salvation.
15 Then the Pharisees went and had a meeting to see how they might make
use of his words to take him. 16And they sent to him their disciples, with the
Herodians, saying,Master,wesee that youare true, and that youare teaching
the truewayofGod, andhaveno fearof anyone, becauseyouhavenorespect
for a man's position. 17Give us, then, your opinion of this: Is it right to give
tax to Caesar, or not? 18But Jesus saw their trick and said, Oh false ones, why
are you attempting to put me in the wrong? 19 Let me see the tax money.
And they gave him a penny. 20And he said to them,Whose is this image and
nameon it? 21They say to him, Caesar's. Thenhe said to them, Give to Caesar
the things which are Caesar's, and to God the things which are God's. 22And
hearing it, theywere full ofwonder, andwent away fromhim. 23On the same
day there came to him the Sadducees, who say that there is no coming back
from the dead: and they put a question to him, saying, 24Master, Moses said,
If aman, at the timeofhis death, hasno children, let his brother takehiswife,
and get a family for his brother; 25Now therewere amongus sevenbrothers;
and the first was married and at his death, having no seed, gave his wife to
his brother; 26 In the same way the second and the third, up to the seventh.
27And last of all the woman came to her end. 28When they come back from



Matthew 22:29 945 Matthew 23:20

the dead, then, whosewifewill she be of the seven? because they all had her.
29 But Jesus said to them in answer, You are in error, not having knowledge
of theWritings, or of the power of God. 30Forwhen they come back from the
dead there are no husbands andwives, but they are as the angels in heaven.
31 But about the dead coming back to life, have you no knowledge of what
was said to you by God in theWritings: 32 I am the God of Abraham, and the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead but of
the living. 33And the people hearing it were surprised at his teaching. 34But
the Pharisees, hearing how the mouths of the Sadducees had been stopped,
came together; 35Andoneof them, a teacher of the law, put aquestion tohim,
testing him, and saying, 36Master, which is the chief rule in the law? 37And
he said to him, Have love for the Lord your Godwith all your heart, andwith
all your soul, and with all your mind. 38 This is the first and greatest rule.
39And a second like it is this, Have love for your neighbour as for yourself.
40On these two rules all the lawand theprophets are based. 41Nowwhile the
Phariseeswere together, Jesus put a question to them, saying, 42What is your
opinion of the Christ? whose son is he? They say to him, The Son of David.
43He says to them, How then does David in the Spirit give him the name of
Lord, saying, 44 The Lord said to my Lord, Be seated at my right hand, till I
put under your feet all thosewho are against you? 45 If David then gives him
the name of Lord, how is he his son? 46And no one was able to give him an
answer, and so great was their fear of him, that from that day no one put any
more questions to him.

23
1 Then Jesus said to the people and to his disciples: 2 The scribes and the

Pharisees have the authority ofMoses; 3All things, then, which they give you
orders to do, these do andkeep: but donot take theirworks as your example,
for they say and do not. 4 They make hard laws and put great weights on
men's backs; but they themselves will not put a finger to them. 5But all their
works theydo so as to be seenbymen: for theymakewide their phylacteries,
and the edges of their robes, 6 And the things desired by them are the first
places at feasts, and the chief seats in the Synagogues, 7Andwords of respect
in the market-places, and to be named by men, Teacher. 8 But you may not
be named Teacher: for one is your teacher, and you are all brothers. 9And
give no man the name of father on earth: because one is your Father, who
is in heaven. 10 And you may not be named guides: because one is your
Guide, even Christ. 11But let the greatest among you be your servant. 12And
whoever makes himself high will be made low, and whoever makes himself
low will be made high. 13But a curse is on you, scribes and Pharisees, false
ones! because you are shutting the kingdom of heaven against men: for you
do not go in yourselves, and those who are going in, you keep back. 14 [] 15A
curse is on you, scribes and Pharisees, false ones! for you go about land and
sea to get one disciple and, having him, youmake him twice asmuch a son of
hell as yourselves. 16A curse is on you, blind guides, who say,Whoever takes
an oath by the Temple, it is nothing; butwhoever takes an oath by the gold of
the Temple, he is responsible. 17You foolish ones and blind: which is greater,
the gold, or the Temple which makes the gold holy? 18And, Whoever takes
an oath by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever takes an oath by the offering
which is on it, he is responsible. 19 You blind ones: which is greater, the
offering, or the altar which makes the offering holy? 20He, then, who takes



Matthew 23:21 946 Matthew 24:9

an oath by the altar, takes it by the altar and by all things on it. 21And hewho
takes an oath by the Temple, takes it by the Temple and by himwhose house
it is. 22Andhewho takes anoathbyheaven, takes it by the seat ofGod, andby
himwho is seatedon it. 23Acurse is onyou, scribes andPharisees, false ones!
for you make men give a tenth of all sorts of sweet-smelling plants, but you
give no thought to the more important things of the law, righteousness, and
mercy, and faith; but it is right for you to do these, and not to let the others be
undone. 24Youblind guides, who take out a fly fromyour drink, butmake no
trouble over a camel. 25A curse is on you, scribes and Pharisees, false ones!
for you make clean the outside of the cup and of the plate, but inside they
are full of violent behaviour and uncontrolled desire. 26You blind Pharisee,
firstmake clean the inside of the cup and of the plate, so that the outsidemay
become equally clean. 27A curse is on you, scribes and Pharisees, false ones!
for you are like the resting-places of the dead, which are made white, and
seem beautiful on the outside, but inside are full of deadmen's bones and of
all unclean things. 28 Even so you seem to men to be full of righteousness,
but inside you are all false and full of wrongdoing. 29 A curse is on you,
scribes and Pharisees, false ones! because you put up buildings for housing
the dead bodies of the prophets, andmake fair the last resting-places of good
men, and say, 30 If we had been living in the days of our fathers, we would
not have taken part with them in the blood of the prophets. 31 So that you
are witnesses against yourselves that you are the sons of those who put the
prophets to death. 32Make full, then, the measure of your fathers. 33 You
snakes, offspring of snakes, how will you be kept from the punishment of
hell? 34For this reason, I sendyouprophets, andwisemen, andscribes: some
of them you will put to death and put on the cross, and to some of them you
will give blows in your Synagogues, driving them from town to town; 35 So
that onyoumaycomeall thebloodof theupright on theearth, fromtheblood
of upright Abel to the blood of Zachariah, son of Barachiah, whomyou put to
death between the Temple and the altar. 36Truly I say to you, All these things
will come on this generation. 37O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, putting to death the
prophets, and stoning those who are sent to her! Again and again would I
have taken your children tomyself as a bird takes her young ones under her
wings, and you would not! 38 See, your house is made waste. 39 For I say to
you, You will not see me from this time till you say, A blessing on him who
comes in the name of the Lord.

24
1And Jesus went out of the Temple, and on the way his disciples came to

him, pointing out the buildings of the Temple. 2 But he, answering, said to
them, See you not all these things? truly I say to you that here there will not
be one stone resting on another, which will not be pulled down. 3Andwhile
hewas seated on theMountain of Olives, the disciples came to himprivately,
saying, Make clear to us, when will these things be? and what will be the
sign of your coming and of the end of the world? 4 And Jesus said to them
in answer, Take care that you are not tricked. 5 For people will come in my
name, saying, I am theChrist; andanumberwill be turned from the trueway
through them. 6And news will come to you of wars and talk of wars: do not
be troubled, for these things have to be; but it is still not the end. 7For nation
will be moved against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and men will
be without food, and the earth will be shaking in different places; 8 But all
these things are the first of the troubles. 9 Then they will be cruel to you,
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and will put you to death: and you will be hated by all nations because of
my name. 10And numbers of people will be turned from the right way, and
will give one another up and have hate for one another. 11 And a number
of false prophets will come, causing error. 12And because wrongdoing will
be increased, the love of most people will become cold. 13 But he who goes
through to the end will get salvation. 14And this good news of the kingdom
will be given through all the world for a witness to all nations; and then the
end will come. 15When, then, you see in the holy place the unclean thing
which makes destruction, of which word was given by Daniel the prophet
(let this be clear to the reader), 16Then let thosewho are in Judaea go inflight
to the mountains: 17 Let not him who is on the house-top go down to take
anything out of his house: 18And let not himwho is in the field go back to get
his coat. 19 But it will be hard for women who are with child and for those
with babies at the breast in those days. 20And say a prayer that your flight
may not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath. 21 Because in those days there
will be great sorrow, such as there has not been from the start of the world
till now, or ever will be. 22And if those days had not been made short there
would have been no salvation for any, but because of the saints those days
will be made short. 23 Then if any man says to you, See, here is the Christ,
or, Here; do not put faith in him; 24 For there will come up false Christs, and
false prophets, who will do great signs and wonders; so that if possible even
the saintsmight be tricked. 25See, I havemade it clear to you before it comes
about. 26 If, then, they say to you, See, he is in thewaste land; go not out: See,
he is in the inner rooms; put no faith in it. 27 Because as in a thunderstorm
the bright light coming from the east is seen even in the west; so will be the
coming of the Son ofman. 28Wherever the dead body is, therewill the eagles
come together. 29 But straight away, after the trouble of those days, the sun
will bemadedarkand themoonwill not giveher light and the starswill come
down from heaven and the powers of heaven will be moved: 30 And then
the sign of the Son of man will be seen in heaven: and then all the nations
of the earth will have sorrow, and they will see the Son of man coming on
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31And he will send out his
angelswith a great soundof a horn, and theywill get his saints together from
the fourwinds, from one end of heaven to the other. 32Now take an example
from the fig-tree: when her branch has become soft and puts out its leaves,
you are certain that the summer is near; 33 Even so, when you see all these
things, youmay be certain that he is near, even at the doors. 34Truly I say to
you, This generationwill not come to an end till all these things are complete.
35Heaven and earth will come to an end, but my words will not come to an
end. 36But of that day and hour no one has knowledge, not even the angels
in heaven, or the Son, but the Father only. 37Andaswere the days ofNoah, so
will be the coming of the Son of man. 38Because as in those days before the
overflowing of the waters, they were feasting and taking wives and getting
married, till the daywhenNoahwent into the ark, 39And theyhadno care till
the waters came and took them all away; so will be the coming of the Son of
man. 40Then twomenwill be in the field; one is taken, and one let go; 41Two
women will be crushing grain; one is taken, and one let go. 42 Be watching,
then! for you have no knowledge on what day your Lord will come. 43 But
be certain of this, that if the master of the house had had knowledge of the
time when the thief was coming, he would have been watching, and would
not have let his house be broken into. 44 Be ready then; for at a time which
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you have no thought of the Son ofmanwill come. 45Who is the true andwise
servant, whom his lord has put over those in his house, to give them their
food at the right time? 46 A blessing on that servant, who will be doing so
when his lord comes. 47 Truly, I say to you, he will put him over all he has.
48But if that evil servant says in his heart, My lord is a long time in coming;
49And is cruel to the other servants, taking his pleasure with those who are
overcome with wine; 50The lord of that servant will come in a day when he
is not looking for him, and in an hour of which he has no knowledge, 51And
will have him cut in two, andwill give him a part in the fate of the false ones:
there will be weeping and cries of sorrow.

25
1 Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins, the friends of the

bride, who took their lights, and went out with the purpose of meeting the
husband. 2 And five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 For the
foolish, when they took their lights, took no oilwith them. 4But thewise took
oil in their vessels with their lights. 5Now the husband was a long time in
coming, and they all went to sleep. 6But in the middle of the night there is a
cry, The husband comes! Go out to him. 7 Then all those virgins got up, and
made ready their lights. 8And the foolish said to thewise, Give us of your oil;
for our lights are going out. 9But the wise made answer, saying, There may
not be enough for us and you; it would be better for you to go to the traders
and get oil for yourselves. 10Andwhile theywent to get oil, themaster came;
and those who were ready went in with him to the feast: and the door was
shut. 11After that the other virgins came, saying, Lord, Lord, let us in. 12But
he made answer and said, Truly I say to you, I have no knowledge of you.
13 Keep watch, then, because you are not certain of the day or of the hour.
14 For it is as when a man, about to take a journey, got his servants together,
and gave them his property. 15 And to one he gave five talents, to another
two, to another one; to everyone as hewas able; and hewent on his journey.
16 Straight away he who had been given the five talents went and did trade
with them, and made five more. 17 In the same way he who had been given
the two got twomore. 18But he whowas given the one went away and put it
in ahole in the earth, andkept his lord'smoney in a secret place. 19Nowafter
a long time the lord of those servants comes, andmakes up his account with
them. 20 And he who had the five talents came with his other five talents,
saying, Lord, you gave into my care five talents: see, I have got five more.
21His lord said to him,Well done, good and true servant: you have been true
in a small thing, I will give you control over great things: take your part in
the joy of your lord. 22And he who had the two talents came and said, Lord,
you gave intomy care two talents: see, I have got twomore. 23His lord said to
him,Well done, good and true servant: you have been true in a small thing, I
will give you control over great things: take your part in the joy of your lord.
24And he who had had the one talent came and said, Lord, I had knowledge
that you are a hard man, getting in grain where you have not put seed, and
making profits for which you have done no work: 25And I was in fear, and
went away, and put your talent in the earth: here is what is yours. 26But his
lord in answer said to him, You are a bad and unready servant; if you had
knowledge that I get in grain where I did not put seed, and make profits for
which I have done no work, 27Why, then, did you not put my money in the
bank, and at my coming I would have got back what is mine with interest?
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28Take away, then, his talent and give it to himwhohas the ten talents. 29For
to everyonewhohaswill be given, andhewill havemore: but fromhimwho
has not, evenwhat he haswill be taken away. 30And put out the servantwho
is of no profit into the outer dark: there will be weeping and cries of sorrow.
31 But when the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him,
thenwill hebe seated inhis glory: 32Andbeforehimall thenationswill come
together; and they will be parted one from another, as the sheep are parted
from the goats by the keeper. 33 And he will put the sheep on his right, but
the goats on the left. 34Thenwill the King say to those on his right, Come, you
who have the blessing of my Father, into the kingdom made ready for you
before the world was: 35 For I was in need of food, and you gave it to me: I
was in need of drink, and you gave it to me: I was wandering, and you took
me in; 36 I had no clothing, and you gave it tome: when Iwas ill, or in prison,
you came to me. 37Then will the upright make answer to him, saying, Lord,
when did we see you in need of food, and give it to you? or in need of drink,
and give it to you? 38And when did we see you wandering, and take you in?
or without clothing, and give it to you? 39And when did we see you ill, or in
prison, and come to you? 40And the Kingwill make answer and say to them,
Truly I say to you, Because youdid it to the least of thesemybrothers, youdid
it tome. 41Thenwill he say to those on the left, Go fromme, you cursed ones,
into the eternal fire which is ready for the Evil One and his angels: 42 For I
was in need of food, and you gave it not to me; I was in need of drink, and
you gave it not to me: 43 I was wandering, and you took me not in; without
clothing, and you gave me no clothing; ill, and in prison, and you came not
to me. 44 Then will they make answer, saying, Lord, when did we see you in
need of food or drink, or wandering, or without clothing, or ill, or in prison,
and did not take care of you? 45 Then will he make answer to them, saying,
Truly I say to you, Because you did it not to the least of these, you did it not to
me. 46And these will go away into eternal punishment; but the upright into
eternal life.

26
1 And when Jesus had come to the end of all these words, he said to his

disciples, 2After twodays is the Passover, and the Sonofmanwill be givenup
to the death of the cross. 3Then the chief priests and the rulers of the people
came together in the house of the high priest, who was named Caiaphas.
4 And they made designs together to take Jesus by some trick, and put him
to death. 5 But they said, Not while the feast is going on, for fear of trouble
among the people. 6Now when Jesus was in Bethany in the house of Simon
the leper, 7 There came to him a woman having a bottle of perfume of great
price, and sheput the perfumeonhis headwhenhewas seated at table. 8But
when the disciples saw it they were angry, saying, To what purpose is this
waste? 9Forwemight have gotmuchmoney for this and given it to the poor.
10But Jesus, seeing it, said to them, Why are you troubling the woman? she
has done a kind act to me. 11 For the poor you have ever with you, but me
you have not for ever. 12 For in putting this perfume on my body, she did it
to make me ready for my last resting-place. 13 Truly I say to you, Wherever
this good news goes out in all the world, what this woman has done will be
talked of inmemory of her. 14Then one of the twelve, whowas named Judas
Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, 15What will you give me, if I give
himup toyou? And thepricewasfixedat thirtybits of silver. 16And fromthat
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time he was watching for a chance to give him into their hands. 17Now on
the first day of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, Where
are we to make ready for you to take the Passover meal? 18 And he said
to them, Go into the town to such a man, and say to him, The Master says,
My time is near: I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.
19And the disciples did as Jesus had said to them; and they made ready the
Passover. 20Now when evening was come, he was seated at table with the
twelve disciples; 21And while they were taking food, he said, Truly I say to
you that one of you will be false to me. 22And they were very said, and said
to him, one by one, Is it I, Lord? 23 And he made answer and said, He who
puts his hand into the plate with me, the same will be false to me. 24 The
Son of man goes, even as theWritings say of him: but a curse is on that man
through whom the Son of man is given up; it would have been well for that
man if he hadnever come into theworld. 25And Judas, whowas false to him,
made answer and said, Is it I, Master? He says to him, Yes. 26Andwhen they
were taking food, Jesus took bread and, after blessing it, he gave the broken
bread to the disciples and said, Take it; this is my body. 27And he took a cup
and, having givenpraise, he gave it to them, saying, 28Takeof it, all of you, for
this is my blood of the testament, which is given for men for the forgiveness
of sins. 29But I say to you that fromnow Iwill not take of this fruit of the vine,
till that daywhen I take it newwith you inmy Father's kingdom. 30And after
a song of praise to God, theywent out to theMountain of Olives. 31Then said
Jesus to them, All of youwill be turned away fromme this night: for it is said
in the Writings, I will put to death the keeper of the sheep, and the sheep of
the flockwill be put to flight. 32But after I am comeback from the dead, Iwill
go before you intoGalilee. 33But Petermade answer and said to him, Though
all may be turned away from you, I will never be turned away. 34 Jesus said
to him, Truly I say to you that this night, before the hour of the cock's cry, you
will say three times that you have no knowledge of me. 35Peter says to him,
Even if I am put to death with you, I will not be false to you. So said all the
disciples. 36Then comes Jesus with them to a place named Gethsemane, and
says tohis disciples, Be seatedhere,while I goover there forprayer. 37Andhe
took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and became sad and very
troubled. 38 Then says he to them, My soul is very sad, even to death: keep
watchwithme here. 39And hewent forward a little, and falling down on his
face in prayer, he said, O my Father, if it is possible, let this cup go from me;
but let not my pleasure, but yours be done. 40And he comes to the disciples,
and sees that they are sleeping, and says to Peter,What, were you not able to
keep watch with me one hour? 41Keep watch with prayer, so that you may
not be put to the test: the spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is feeble. 42Again,
a second time he went away, and said in prayer, O my Father, if this may
not go from me without my taking it, let your pleasure be done. 43 And he
came again and saw them sleeping, for their eyes were tired. 44And hewent
away from them again, and a third time said the same prayer. 45 Then he
comes to the disciples; and says to them, Go on sleeping now, and take your
rest: for the hour is come, and the Son of man is given into the hands of evil
men. 46Up, let us be going: see, he who gives me up is near. 47And while he
was still talking, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a band armed
with swords and sticks, from the chief priests and those in authority over the
people. 48Now the false one had given them a sign saying, The one to whom
I give a kiss, that is he: take him. 49And straight away he came to Jesus and
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said, Master! and gave him a kiss. 50And Jesus said to him, Friend, do that
for which you have come. Then they came and put hands on Jesus, and took
him. 51 And one of those who were with Jesus put out his hand, and took
out his sword and gave the servant of the high priest a blow, cutting off his
ear. 52Then says Jesus to him, Put up your sword again into its place: for all
thosewho take the swordwill come todeathby the sword. 53Does it not seem
possible to you that if I make request tomy Father hewill even now sendme
an army of angels? 54 But how then would the Writings come true, which
say that so it has to be? 55 In that hour Jesus said to the people, Have you
come out as against a thiefwith swords and sticks to takeme? Iwas teaching
every day in the Temple and you took me not. 56But all this has taken place
so that the writings of the prophets might come true. Then all his disciples
went fromhim in flight. 57And thosewho hadmade Jesus prisoner took him
away to thehouse of Caiaphas, thehighpriest,where the scribes and those in
authority over the people had come together. 58But Peter went after him at
a distance, to the house of the high priest, andwent in and took his seat with
the servants, to see the end. 59Now the chief priests and all the Sanhedrin
were looking for false witness against Jesus, so that they might put him to
death; 60And theywere not able to get it, though a number of falsewitnesses
came. 61But later there came two who said, This man said, I am able to give
the Temple of God to destruction, and to put it up again in three days. 62And
the high priest got up and said to him, Have you no answer? what is it which
these say against you? 63But Jesus said not a word. And the high priest said
to him, I put you on oath, by the living God, that you will say to us if you are
the Christ, the Son of God. 64 Jesus says to him, You say so: but I say to you,
Fromnow youwill see the Son ofman seated at the right hand of power, and
coming on the clouds of heaven. 65 Then the high priest, violently parting
his robes, said, He has said evil against God: what more need have we of
witnesses? for now his words against God have come to your ears: 66What
is your opinion? They made answer and said, It is right for him to be put
to death. 67 Then they put shame on him, and were cruel to him: and some
gave him blows, saying, 68 Be a prophet, O Christ, and say who gave you a
blow! 69Now Peter was seated in the open square outside the house: and a
servant-girl came to him, saying, You were with Jesus the Galilaean. 70 But
he said before them all that it was false, saying, I have no knowledge of what
you say. 71 And when he had gone out into the doorway, another saw him
and says to those who were there, This man was with Jesus the Nazarene.
72And again he said with an oath, I have no knowledge of the man. 73And
after a little time those who were near came and said to Peter, Truly you are
one of them; because your talk is witness against you. 74 Then with curses
and oaths he said, I have no knowledge of theman. And straight away there
came the cry of a cock. 75And the word of Jesus came back to Peter, when he
said, Before the hour of the cock's cry, youwill say three times that you have
no knowledge of me. And he went out, weeping bitterly.

27
1Nowwhen itwasmorning, all the chief priests and those inauthority took

thought together with the purpose of putting Jesus to death. 2And they put
cords on him and took him away, and gave him up to Pilate, the ruler. 3Then
Judas,whowas false tohim, seeing thathewas tobeput todeath, inhis regret
took back the thirty bits of silver to the chief priests and those in authority,
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4 Saying, I have done wrong in giving into your hands an upright man. But
they said,What is that to us? it is your business. 5And he put down the silver
in the Temple and went out, and put himself to death by hanging. 6And the
chief priests took the silver and said, It is not right toput it in theTemple store
for it is theprice of blood. 7And theymadeadecision to getwith the silver the
potter's field, as a place for the dead of other countries. 8 For this cause that
field was named, The field of blood, to this day. 9Then came true that which
was said by Jeremiah the prophet, And they took the thirty bits of silver, the
price of himwhowas valued by the children of Israel; 10And they gave them
for thepotter's field, as I hadword from theLord. 11And Jesuswasbefore the
ruler,whoput a question tohim, Are you theKing of the Jews? And Jesus said
to him, You say so. 12But when the chief priests and those in authoritymade
statements against him, he gavenoanswer. 13Then says Pilate tohim,Doyou
givenoattention towhat theirwitnesses say against you? 14Andhe gavehim
no answer, not even a word: so that the ruler was greatly surprised. 15Now
at the feast it was the way for the ruler to let free to the people one prisoner,
at their selection. 16And they had then an important prisoner, whose name
wasBarabbas. 17Sowhen they came together, Pilate said to them,Whomwill
you have? Barabbas, or Jesus, who is named Christ? 18 For he saw that for
envy they had given himup. 19Andwhile hewas on the judge's seat, hiswife
sent to him, saying, Have nothing to dowith that uprightman, for I have had
much trouble thisday inadreambecauseofhim. 20Nowthechiefpriests and
those in authority got the people tomake request for Barabbas, and for Jesus
to be put to death. 21But the ruler made answer and said to them, Which of
the two is it your pleasure that I let go free? And they said, Barabbas. 22Pilate
says to them, What, then, am I to do with Jesus, who is named Christ? They
all say, Let him be put to death on the cross. 23And he said, Why, what evil
has he done? But they gave loud cries, saying, To the cross with him! 24 So
whenPilate saw that hewas able to donothing, but that troublewasworking
up, he took water and, washing his hands before the people, said, The blood
of this upright man is not on my hands: you are responsible. 25And all the
people made answer and said, Let his blood be on us, and on our children.
26Then he let Barabbas go free: but after having Jesuswhipped, he gave him
up to be put to death on the cross. 27Then the ruler's armed men took Jesus
into the open square, and got all their band together. 28 And they took off
his clothing, and put on him a red robe. 29And theymade a crown of thorns
and put it on his head, and put a rod in his right hand, and they went down
on their knees before him, and made sport of him, saying, Long life to the
King of the Jews. 30And they put shame on him, and gave him blows on the
head with the rod. 31And when they had made sport of him, they took the
robe off him, and put his clothing on him, and took him away to put him on
the cross. 32 And while they were coming out, they saw a man of Cyrene,
Simon by name, and they made him go with them, so that he might take up
his cross. 33Andwhen they came to the place named Golgotha, that is to say,
Dead Man's Head, 34They gave him wine mixed with bitter drink: and after
tasting it, he took no more. 35And when they had put him on the cross, they
made division of his clothing among them by the decision of chance. 36And
they were seated there watching him. 37And they put up over his head the
statement of his crime in writing, THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.
38 Then two thieves were put on crosses with him, one on the right and one
on the left. 39And those whowent by said bitter words to him, shaking their
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heads and saying, 40You who would give the Temple to destruction and put
it up again in three days, get yourself free: if you are the Son of God, come
down from the cross. 41 In the same way, the chief priests, making sport of
him, with the scribes and those in authority, said, 42A saviour of others, he
has no salvation for himself. If he is the King of Israel, let him now come
down from the cross, and we will have faith in him. 43He put his faith in
God; let God be his saviour now, if he will have him; for he said, I am the
Son of God. 44 And the thieves who were on the crosses said evil words to
him. 45Now from the sixth hour it was dark over all the land till the ninth
hour. 46And about the ninth hour Jesus gave a loud cry, saying, Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why are you turned away from me?
47And some of thosewhowere near by, hearing it, said, Thisman is crying to
Elijah. 48And straight awayoneof themwentquickly, and tooka sponge, and
made it full of bitter wine, and put it on a rod and gave him drink. 49And the
rest said, Lethimbe; let us see if Elijahwill come tohishelp. 50And Jesus gave
another loud cry, and gave up his spirit. 51And the curtain of the Templewas
parted in two from end to end; and there was an earth-shock; and the rocks
werebroken; 52And the resting-places of thedead cameopen; and thebodies
of anumberof sleeping saints came to life; 53Andcomingout of their resting-
places, after he had come again from the dead, they went into the holy town
and were seen by a number of people. 54 Now the captain and those who
werewithhimwatching Jesus,when they saw theearth-shockand the things
which were done, were in great fear and said, Truly this was a son of God.
55And a number of women were there, watching from a distance, who had
come with Jesus from Galilee, waiting on his needs. 56 Among whom was
Mary Magdalene, and Mary, the mother of James and Joses, and the mother
of the sons of Zebedee. 57 And in the evening, there came a man of wealth
from Arimathaea, Joseph by name, who was a disciple of Jesus: 58This man
went in to Pilate, andmade a request for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate gave
orders for it to be given to him. 59 And Joseph took the body, folding it in
clean linen, 60And put it in the resting-place which had been cut out of the
rock for himself; andafter rolling a great stone to thedoor of it hewent away.
61And Mary Magdalene was there, and the other Mary, seated by the place
of the dead. 62 Now on the day after the getting ready of the Passover, the
chief priests and Pharisees came together to Pilate, 63 Saying, Sir, we have
in mind how that false man said, while he was still living, After three days I
will come again from the dead. 64Give orders, then, that the place where his
body is may be made safe till the third day, for fear that his disciples come
and take him away secretly and say to the people, He has come back from
the dead: and the last errorwill beworse than thefirst. 65Pilate said to them,
You have watchmen; go andmake it as safe as you are able. 66 So they went,
and made safe the place where his body was, putting a stamp on the stone,
and the watchmenwere with them.

28
1Now late on the Sabbath, when the dawn of the first day of the week was

near, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the place where his
bodywas. 2And therewas a great earth-shock; for an angel of the Lord came
down from heaven and, rolling back the stone, took his seat on it. 3His form
was shining like the light, and his clothing was white as snow: 4And for fear
of him the watchmen were shaking, and became as dead men. 5 And the
angel said to the women, Have no fear: for I see that you are searching for
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Jesus, who was put to death on the cross. 6He is not here, for he has come
to life again, even as he said. Come, see the Lord's resting-place. 7 And go
quickly and give his disciples the news that he has come back from the dead,
and is going before you into Galilee; there you will see him, as I have said
to you. 8 And they went away quickly, with fear and great joy, to give his
disciples thenews. 9Andon theway, Jesus came to them, saying, Beglad. And
they came and put their hands on his feet, and gave him worship. 10 Then
said Jesus to them, Have no fear: go and give word to my brothers to go into
Galilee, and there they will see me. 11Now, while they were going, some of
the watchmen came into the town and gave news to the chief priests of all
the things which had taken place. 12Andwhen they had come together with
those in authority, and had made their decision, they gave much money to
thewatchmen, saying, 13Say, His disciples came by night and took him away
secretly while we were sleeping. 14And if this comes to the ruler's ears, we
will see that he does not make you responsible. 15 So they took the money,
and did as they had been ordered: and this account has been current among
the Jews till the present time. 16 But the eleven disciples went into Galilee,
to themountain where Jesus had given them orders to go. 17Andwhen they
saw him they gave himworship: but somewere in doubt. 18And Jesus came
to them and said, All authority has been given tome in heaven and on earth.
19Go then, and make disciples of all the nations, giving them baptism in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: 20Teaching them to
keep all the rules which I have given you: and see, I am ever with you, even
to the end of the world.
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The Good News According to
Mark

1 The first words of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 Even
as it is said in the book of Isaiah the prophet, See, I send my servant before
your face, who will make ready your way; 3 The voice of one crying in the
waste land, Make ready the way of the Lord, make his roads straight; 4 John
came, and gave baptism in the waste land, preaching baptism as a sign of
forgiveness of sin for those whose hearts were changed. 5 And there went
out to him all the people of Judaea, and all those of Jerusalem, and theywere
given baptism by him in the river Jordan, saying that they were sinners.
6And John was clothed in camel's hair, with a leather band about him; and
his foodwas locusts andhoney. 7Andhe said to themall, There is one coming
after me who is greater than I, whose shoes I am not good enough to undo.
8 I have given you baptismwith water, but he will give you baptismwith the
Holy Spirit. 9And it cameabout in those days, that Jesus came fromNazareth
ofGalilee, andwas givenbaptismby John in the Jordan. 10And straight away,
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens broken open and the Spirit
coming down on him as a dove: 11And a voice came out of heaven, You are
my dearly loved Son, withwhom I amwell pleased. 12And straight away the
Spirit sent him out into the waste land. 13And he was in the waste land for
forty days, being tested by Satan; and hewas with the beasts; and the angels
took care of him. 14Now after John had been put in prison, Jesus came into
Galilee, preaching the good news of God, 15And saying, The time has come,
and the kingdom of God is near: let your hearts be turned from sin and have
faith in the good news. 16 And going by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon,
and Andrew, the brother of Simon, putting a net into the sea: for they were
fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, Come after me, and I will make you
fishers ofmen. 18And theywent straight from theirnets, and cameafterhim.
19Andgoing ona little farther, he saw James, the sonof Zebedee, and Johnhis
brother, who were in their boat stitching up their nets. 20And he said, Come
after me: and they went away from their father Zebedee, who was in the
boatwith the servants, and came after him. 21And they came to Capernaum;
and on the Sabbath he went into the Synagogue and gave teaching. 22 And
they were full of wonder at his teaching, because he gave it as one having
authority, andnot like the scribes. 23And therewas in their Synagogueaman
with an unclean spirit; and he gave a cry, 24Saying,What havewe to dowith
you, Jesus of Nazareth? have you come to put an end to us? I see well who
you are, the Holy One of God. 25And Jesus said to him sharply, Be quiet, and
come out of him. 26And the unclean spirit, shaking him violently, and crying
with a loud voice, came out of him. 27And theywere all greatly surprised, so
that they put questions to one another, saying,What is this? a new teaching!
with authority he gives orders even to the unclean spirits, and they do what
he says. 28 And news of him went out quickly everywhere into all parts of
Galilee roundabout. 29Andwhen they cameout of the Synagogue, theywent
into the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon's
wife's mother was ill, with a burning heat; and they gave him word of her:
31 And he came and took her by the hand, lifting her up; and she became
well, and took care of their needs. 32And in the evening, at sundown, they
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took to him all who were diseased, and those who had evil spirits. 33And all
the town had come together at the door. 34And a number, who were ill with
different diseases, he made well, and sent out evil spirits; but he did not let
the evil spirits say anything, because they had knowledge of him. 35And in
the morning, a long time before daylight, he got up and went out to a quiet
place, and there he gave himself up to prayer. 36And Simon and those who
were with him came after him. 37 And when they came up with him, they
said to him, Everyone is looking for you. 38And he said to them, Let us go to
other parts into the nearest towns, so that Imay give teaching there, because
for this purpose I came. 39And he went into their Synagogues in every part
of Galilee, preaching and driving out evil spirits. 40And a leper came to him
and, going downonhis knees before him,made a request, saying, If it is your
pleasure, you have the power to make me clean. 41 And being moved with
pity, he put out his hand, and touching him said to him, It is my pleasure;
be made clean. 42And straight away the disease went from him, and he was
made clean. 43And he sent him away, saying to him very sharply, 44 See that
you say nothing to any man: but go and let the priest see you, and make
yourself clean by an offering of the things ordered by Moses, for a witness
to them. 45 But he went out, and made it public, giving an account of it
everywhere, so that Jesus was no longer able to go openly into a town, but
was outside in the waste land; and they came to him from every part.

2
1Andwhenhecame intoCapernaumagainafter somedays, thenewswent

about that he was in the house. 2And a great number had come together, so
that therewas no longer room for them, no, not even about the door: and he
gave them teaching. 3And fourmen came to himwith one on a bedwho had
no power of moving. 4And when they were unable to get near him because
of all the people, they got the roof uncovered where he was: and when it
was broken up, they let down the bed on which the man was. 5 And Jesus,
seeing their faith, said to him, Son, you have forgiveness for your sins. 6But
there were certain of the scribes seated there, and reasoning in their hearts,
7Why does thisman say such things? he has no respect for God: fromwhom
does forgiveness come but fromGod only? 8And Jesus, having knowledge in
his spirit of their thoughts, said to them,Why are you reasoning about these
things in your hearts? 9Which is the simpler, to say to a man who is ill, You
have forgiveness for your sins, or, Get up, take up your bed, and go? 10 But
so that you may see that the Son of man has authority for the forgiveness of
sins on earth, (he said to the man,) 11 I say to you, Get up, take up your bed,
and go to your house. 12 And he got up, and straight away took up the bed
and went out before them all, so that they were all full of wonder, and gave
glory to God, saying, We have never seen anything like this. 13And he went
out again by the seaside; and all the people came to him, and he gave them
teaching. 14Andwhenhewent by, he sawLevi, the son ofAlphaeus, seated at
the placewhere taxeswere taken, and he said to him, Comewithme. And he
got up, and went with him. 15And it came about that he was seated at meat
in his house, and a number of tax-farmers and sinners were at table with
Jesusandhisdisciples: for therewereagreatnumberof them, and theycame
after him. 16 And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was
taking foodwith the tax-farmers and sinners, said to his disciples,Why does
he take food and drinkwith suchmen? 17And Jesus, hearing it, said to them,
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Those who are well have no need of a medical man, but those who are ill: I
have come not to get the upright but sinners. 18And John's disciples and the
Phariseeswere takingno food: and they cameand said tohim,Whydo John's
disciplesand thedisciplesof thePhariseesgowithout food, butyourdisciples
do not? 19And Jesus said to them, Will the friends of a newly-married man
go without food while he is with them? as long as they have him with them
they will not go without food. 20 But the days will come when the husband
will be taken away from them, and then theywill gowithout food. 21Noman
puts a bit of new cloth on an old coat: or the new, by pulling away from the
old,makesaworsehole. 22Andnomanputsnewwine intooldwine-skins: or
the skinswill be burst by thewine, and thewine and the skinswill bewasted:
but newwine has to be put into newwine-skins. 23And it came about that on
the Sabbath day he was going through the grain-fields; and while they were
walking, his disciples took the heads of grain. 24 And the Pharisees said to
him, Why are they doing what it is not right to do on the Sabbath? 25And he
said to them, Have you no knowledge of what David did, when he had need
and was without food, he, and those who were with him? 26How he went
into the house of God when Abiathar was high priest, and took for food the
holy bread, which only the priests may take, and gave it to those who were
with him? 27And he said to them, The Sabbath was made for man, and not
man for the Sabbath; 28 So that the Son of man is lord even of the Sabbath.

3
1Andhewent again into the Synagogue; and therewas aman therewhose

hand was dead. 2And they were watching him to see if he would make him
well on the Sabbath day, so that they might have something against him.
3And he said to the man, Get up and come forward. 4And he said to them,
Is it right to do good on the Sabbath or to do evil? to give life or to put to
death? But they said nothing. 5 And looking round on them he was angry,
being sad because of their hard hearts; and he said to the man, Put out your
hand. And he put it out, and his hand was made well. 6 And the Pharisees
went out, and straight away made designs with the Herodians about how
they might put him to death. 7And Jesus went away with his disciples to the
sea, andagreatnumber fromGalilee cameafterhim: and fromJudaea, 8And
from Jerusalem, and from Idumaea, and the other side of Jordan, and the
country about Tyre and Sidon, a great number, hearingwhat great things he
did, came to him. 9Andhemade a request to his disciples to have a little boat
ready for him, so that he might not be crushed by the people; 10 For he had
made suchagreat numberwell that all thosewhowerediseasedwere falling
downbefore him for the purpose of touching him. 11And theunclean spirits,
whenever they saw him, went down before him, crying out, and saying, You
are the Son of God. 12 And he gave them special orders not to say who he
was. 13And he went up into the mountain, and sent for those whom it was
his pleasure to have with him: and they went to him. 14And he took twelve
to be with him, so that he might send them out as preachers, 15 And give
them the power of driving out evil spirits: 16 To Simon he gave the second
name of Peter; 17 And to James, the son of Zebedee, and John, the brother
of James, he gave the second name of Boanerges, which is, Sons of thunder:
18 And Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas,
and James, the sonofAlphaeus, andThaddaeus, andSimon theZealot; 19And
Judas Iscariot, who was false to him. 20And he went into a house. And the
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people came together again, so that they were not even able to take bread.
21Andwhenhis friends had news of it, theywent out to get him, saying, He is
off his head. 22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem, said, He
has Beelzebub, and, By the ruler of evil spirits he sends evil spirits out of
men. 23 And turning to them, he said to them in the form of a story, How
is it possible for Satan to put out Satan? 24 If there is division in a kingdom,
that kingdomwill come to destruction; 25And if there is division in a house,
that house will come to destruction; 26 And if Satan is at war with himself,
and there is division in him, he will not keep his place but will come to an
end. 27 But no one is able to go into the house of the strong man and take
his goods, without first putting cords round the strongman, and then hewill
take his goods. 28 Truly, I say to you, The sons of men will have forgiveness
for all their sins and for all the evil words they say: 29But whoever says evil
things against theHoly Spirit will never have forgiveness, but the evil he has
donewill bewithhim for ever: 30Because they said, Hehas anunclean spirit.
31 And his mother and brothers came and were outside, and sent for him,
requesting to see him. 32And a great number were seated round him; and
they said to him, See, yourmother and your brothers are outside looking for
you. 33And he said in answer, Who are mymother andmy brothers? 34And
looking round at those who were seated about him, he said, See, mymother
and my brothers! 35Whoever does God's pleasure, the same is my brother,
and sister, andmother.

4
1 And again he was teaching by the seaside. And a very great number of

people had come to him, so that he got into a boat on the sea and took his
seat; and all the people were on the land by the seaside. 2And he gave them
teaching about a number of things in the form of stories, and said to them
in his teaching, Give ear: 3 A man went out to put seed in the earth: 4 And
while hewas doing it, somewas dropped by thewayside, and the birds came
and took it for food. 5And some went on the stones, where it had not much
earth; and it came up straight away, because the earth was not deep: 6And
when the sunwas high, it was burned; and because it had no root, it became
dry and dead. 7And some went among the thorns, and the thorns came up,
and it had no room for growth and gave no fruit. 8And some, falling on good
earth, gave fruit, coming up and increasing, and giving thirty, sixty, and a
hundred times as much. 9 And he said to them, Whoever has ears, let him
give ear. 10 And when he was by himself, those who were round him with
the twelve put questions to him about the purpose of the stories. 11And he
said to them, To you is given the secret of the kingdom of God, but to those
who are outside, all things are given in the form of stories; 12 So that seeing
theymay see, and itwill not be clear to them; and hearing it, theywill not get
the sense; for fear that theymaybe turned again tomeandhave forgiveness.
13 And he said to them, If you are not clear about this story, how will you
be clear about the others? 14 The seed is the word. 15 And these are they
by the wayside, where the word is planted; and when they have given ear,
the Evil One comes straight away and takes away the word which has been
planted in them. 16And in the same way, these are they who are planted on
the stones, who, when the word has come to their ears, straight away take it
with joy; 17And they have no root in themselves, but go on for a time; then,
when trouble comes or pain, because of the word, they quickly become full
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of doubts. 18And others are those planted among the thorns; these are they
who have given ear to the word, 19And the cares of this life, and the deceits
of wealth, and the desire for other things coming in, put a stop to the growth
of the word, and it gives no fruit. 20And these are they whowere planted on
the good earth; such as give ear to theword, and take it into their hearts, and
give fruit, thirty and sixty and a hundred times as much. 21 And he said to
them,When the light comes in, do people put it under a vessel, or under the
bed, and not on its table? 22There is nothing covered which will not be seen
openly, and nothing has been made secret which will not come to light. 23 If
any man has ears, let him give ear. 24 And he said to them, Take care what
you give ear to: in the samemeasure as you give you will get, and more will
be given toyou. 25Hewhohas, tohimwill be given: andhewhohasnot, from
himwill be taken even thatwhichhehas. 26Andhe said, Such is the kingdom
ofGod, as if amanput seed in the earth, 27Andwent to sleepandgot up, night
and day, and the seed came to growth, though he had no idea how. 28 The
earth gives fruit by herself; first the leaf, then the head, then the full grain.
29Butwhen the grain is ready, he quickly sendsmen to get it cut, because the
time for cutting has come. 30And he said, What picture may we give of the
kingdom of God, or withwhat storymaywemake it clear? 31 It is like a grain
of mustard seed, which, when it is put in the earth, is smaller than all the
seeds on the earth, 32But when it is planted, it comes up, and becomes taller
than all the plants, and puts out great branches, so that the birds of heaven
are able to take rest in its shade. 33Andwith anumber of such stories he gave
themhis teaching, as theywere able to take it: 34Andwithout a story he said
nothing to them: but privately to his disciples hemade all things clear. 35And
on that day, when the evening had come, he said to them, Let us go over to
the other side. 36And going away from the people, they took himwith them,
as he was, in the boat. And other boats were with him. 37And a great storm
ofwind cameup, and thewaves came into the boat, so that the boatwas now
becoming full. 38And he himself was in the back of the boat, sleeping on the
cushion: and they, awaking him, said, Master, is it nothing to you that we are
in danger of destruction? 39 And he came out of his sleep, and gave strong
orders to the wind, and said to the sea, Peace, be at rest. And the wind went
down, and there was a great calm. 40And he said to them, Why are you full
of fear? have you still no faith? 41And their fearwas great, and they said one
to another, Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea do his orders?

5
1 And they came to the other side of the sea, into the country of the

Gerasenes. 2And when he had got out of the boat, straight away there came
to him from the place of the dead a man with an unclean spirit. 3He was
living in the place of the dead: and no man was able to keep him down, no,
not with a chain; 4 Because he had frequently been prisoned in chains and
iron bands, and the chains had been parted and the bands broken by him:
and nomanwas strong enough tomake him quiet. 5And all the time, by day
and by night, in the place of the dead, and in the mountains, he was crying
out and cutting himself with stones. 6And when he saw Jesus from far off,
he went quickly to him and gave him worship; 7And crying out with a loud
voice he said, What have I to do with you, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?
In God's name, do not be cruel to me. 8 For Jesus had said to him, Come out
of the man, you unclean spirit. 9 And Jesus said, What is your name? And
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he made answer, My name is Legion, because there are a great number of
us. 10And he made strong prayers to him not to send them away out of the
country. 11Now on the mountain side there was a great herd of pigs getting
their food. 12And they said to him, Send us into the pigs, so that we may go
into them. 13 And he let them do it. And the unclean spirits came out and
went into the pigs; and the herd went rushing down a sharp slope into the
sea, about two thousand of them; and they came to their death in the sea.
14And their keepers went running and gave an account of it in the town and
in the country. And people came to see what had taken place. 15 And they
came to Jesus, and saw the man in whom had been the evil spirits seated,
clothed andwith full use of his senses, and theywere full of fear. 16And those
who had seen it gave them an account of what had been done to him who
had the evil spirits, and of the fate of the pigs. 17 And they made a request
to him to go out of their country. 18And when he was getting into the boat,
the man in whom had been the evil spirits had a great desire to come with
him. 19And he would not let him, but said to him, Go to your house, to your
friends, and give them news of the great things the Lord has done for you,
and how he had mercy on you. 20And he went on his way, and made public
in the country of Decapolis what great things Jesus had done for him: and
all men were full of wonder. 21And when Jesus had gone over again in the
boat to the other side, a great number of people came to him: and he was by
the sea. 22And one of the rulers of the Synagogue, Jairus by name, came, and
seeinghim,went downat his feet, 23Andmade strongprayers to him, saying,
My little daughter is near to death: it is my prayer that you will come and
put your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and have life. 24And
he went with him; and a great number of people went after him, and came
round him. 25And a woman, who had had a flow of blood for twelve years,
26And had undergone much at the hands of a number of medical men, and
had given all she had, and was no better, but even worse, 27When she had
newsof the thingswhich Jesusdid,went among thepeople comingafterhim,
and put her hand on his robe. 28 For she said, If I may only put my hand on
his robe, I will be made well. 29And straight away the fountain of her blood
was stopped, and she had a feeling in her body that her disease had gone and
shewas well. 30And straight away Jesus was conscious that power had gone
out of him; and, turning to the people, he said, Who was touching my robe?
31And his disciples said to him, You see the people round you on every side,
and you say, Who was touching me? 32And on his looking round to see her
whohad done this thing, 33Thewoman, shakingwith fear, conscious ofwhat
had been done to her, came and, falling on her face before him, gave him a
true account of everything. 34 And he said to her, Daughter, your faith has
made you well; go in peace, and be free from your disease. 35And while he
was still talking, they came from the ruler of the Synagogue's house, saying,
Your daughter is dead: why are you still troubling the Master? 36But Jesus,
givingnoattention to theirwords, said to the ruler of theSynagogue,Haveno
fear, only have faith. 37And he did not let anyone come with him, but Peter
and James and John, the brother of James. 38And they came to the house of
the ruler of the Synagogue; and he saw people running this way and that,
andweeping and crying loudly. 39Andwhen he had gone in, he said to them,
Why are you making such a noise and weeping? The child is not dead, but
sleeping. 40And theywere laughing at him. But he, having sent them all out,
took the father of the child and her mother and those who were with him,
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and went in where the child was. 41And taking her by the hand, he said to
her, Talitha cumi, which is, My child, I say to you, Get up. 42And the young
girl got up straight away, andwaswalking about; she being twelve years old.
And they were overcome with wonder. 43And he gave them special orders
that they were not to say anything of this; and he said that some food was to
be given to her.

6
1 And he went away from there, and came into his country; and his

disciples went with him. 2 And when the Sabbath day had come, he was
teaching in the Synagogue; and a number of people hearing him were
surprised, saying, From where did this man get these things? and, What
is the wisdom given to this man, and what are these works of power done
by his hands? 3 Is not this the woodworker, the son of Mary, and brother
of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? and are not his sisters here with
us? And they were bitter against him. 4And Jesus said to them, A prophet is
nowhere without honour, but in his country, and among his relations, and
in his family. 5And he was unable to do any work of power there, but only
to put his hands on one or two persons who were ill, and make them well.
6Andhewas greatly surprised because theyhadno faith. Andhewent about
the country places teaching. 7 And he gave orders to the twelve, and sent
them out two by two; and he gave them authority over the unclean spirits;
8 And he said that they were to take nothing for their journey, but a stick
only; no bread, no bag, no money in their pockets; 9 They were to go with
common shoes on their feet, and not to take two coats. 10 And he said to
them, Wherever you go into a house, make that your resting-place till you
go away. 11And whatever place will not take you in and will not give ear to
you, when you go away, put off the dust from your feet as a witness against
them. 12 And they went out, preaching the need for a change of heart in
men. 13 And they sent out a number of evil spirits, and put oil on a great
number who were ill, and made them well. 14And king Herod had news of
him, because his name was on the lips of all; and he said, John the Baptist
has come back from the dead, and for this reason these powers are working
in him. 15 But others said, It is Elijah. And others said, It is a prophet, even
like one of the prophets. 16 But Herod, when he had news of it, said, John,
whom I put to death, has come back from the dead. 17 For Herod himself
had sent men out to take John and put him in prison, because of Herodias,
his brother Philip's wife, whom he had taken for himself. 18For John said to
Herod, It is wrong for you to have your brother's wife. 19And Herodias was
bitter against him, desiring to put him to death; but she was not able; 20 For
Herod was in fear of John, being conscious that he was an upright and holy
man, and kept him safe. And hearing him, he was much troubled; and he
gave ear to him gladly. 21And the chance came when Herod on his birthday
gave a feast to his lords, and the high captains, and the chief men of Galilee;
22Andwhen thedaughterofHerodiasherself came inanddidadance,Herod
and those who were at table with him were pleased with her; and the king
said to the girl, Make a request for anything and I will give it you. 23 And
he took an oath, saying to her, Whatever is your desire I will give it to you,
even half of my kingdom. 24And she went out and said to her mother, What
is my request to be? And she said, The head of John the Baptist. 25And she
came in quickly to the king, and said, My desire is that you give me straight
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away on a plate the head of John the Baptist. 26And the king was very sad;
but because of his oaths, and those who were with him at table, he would
not say 'No' to her. 27And straight away the king sent out one of his armed
men, and gave him an order to come back with the head: and he went and
took off John's head in prison, 28 And came back with the head on a plate,
and gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her mother. 29 And when his
disciples had news of it, they came and took up his body, and put it in its last
resting-place. 30And the twelve came together to Jesus; and they gavehiman
accountofall the things theyhaddone, andall theyhadbeen teaching. 31And
he said to them, Come away by yourselves to a quiet place, and take a rest for
a time. Because there were a great number coming and going, and they had
no time even for food. 32And they went away in the boat to a waste place by
themselves. 33And thepeople sawthemgoing, andanumberof them,having
knowledge who they were, went running there together on foot from all the
towns, and got there before them. 34 And he got out, and saw a great mass
of people, and he had pity on them, because they were like sheep without a
keeper: and he gave them teaching about a number of things. 35And at the
end of the day, his disciples came to him and said, This place is waste land,
and it is late: 36 Send them away, so that they may go into the country and
small towns round about, and get some food for themselves. 37 But he said
to them in answer, Give them food yourselves. And they said to him, Are we
to go and get bread for two hundred pence, and give it to them? 38 And he
said to them, How much bread have you? go and see. And when they had
seen, they said, Five cakes of bread and two fishes. 39And he made them all
be seated in groups on the green grass. 40And they were placed in groups,
by hundreds and by fifties. 41 And he took the five cakes of bread and the
two fishes and, looking up to heaven, he said words of blessing over them;
andwhen the cakeswere broken, he gave them to the disciples to put before
the people; and he made division of the two fishes among them all. 42 And
they all took of the food and had enough. 43And they took up twelve baskets
full of the broken bits and of the fishes. 44And those who took of the bread
were five thousandmen. 45And straight away hemade his disciples get into
the boat, and go before him to the other side to Beth-saida, while he himself
sent the people away. 46And after he had sent them away, he went up into
a mountain for prayer. 47And by evening, the boat was in the middle of the
sea, and he by himself on the land. 48 And seeing that they had trouble in
getting their boat through the water, because the wind was against them,
about the fourthwatch of the night he came to them,walking on the sea; and
he would have gone past them; 49 But they, when they saw him walking on
the sea, took him for a spirit, and gave a loud cry: 50 For they all saw him,
andwere troubled. But straight away he said to them, Take heart, it is I, have
no fear. 51And he went to them into the boat, and the wind went down, and
they were full of wonder in themselves; 52For it was not clear to them about
the bread; but their hearts were hard. 53 And when they had gone across,
they came to Gennesaret, and got their boat to land. 54And when they had
got out of the boat, the people quickly had news of him, 55Andwent running
through all the country round about, and took on their beds thosewhowere
ill, to where it was said that he was. 56 And wherever he went, into small
towns, or great towns, or into the country, they took those who were ill into
the market-places, requesting him that they might put their hands even on
the edge of his robe: and all those who did so weremade well.
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7
1And there came together to him the Pharisees and certain of the scribes

whohad come from Jerusalem, 2Andhad seen that someof his disciples took
their breadwithunclean, that is, unwashed, hands. 3Now thePharisees, and
all the Jews, donot take foodwithoutwashing their handswith care, keeping
the old rule which has been handed down to them: 4And when they come
from the market-place, they take no food till their hands are washed; and a
number of other orders there are, which have been handed down to them to
keep—washings of cups and pots and brass vessels. 5And the Pharisees and
the scribes put the question to him,Why do your disciples not keep the rules
of the fathers, but take their breadwithunwashedhands? 6Andhe said,Well
did Isaiah say of you, you false ones: These people givemehonourwith their
lips, but their heart is far fromme. 7But theirworship is to nopurpose,while
they give as their teaching the rules ofmen. 8For, turning away from the law
ofGod, youkeep the rules ofmen. 9Andhe said to them, Truly youput onone
side the law of God, so that youmay keep the rules which have been handed
down to you. 10ForMoses said, Give honour to your father andmother, and,
He who says evil of father or mother, let him have the punishment of death:
11 But you say, If a man says to his father or his mother, That by which you
mighthavehadprofit fromme isCorban, that is to say, Given toGod, 12Youno
longer let himdoanything for his father orhismother; 13Making thewordof
God of no effect by your rule, which you have given: and a number of other
such things you do. 14And turning to the people again, he said to them, Give
ear to me all of you, and let my words be clear to you: 15 There is nothing
outside themanwhich, going into him, is able tomake him unclean: but the
things which come out of the man are those which make the man unclean.
16 [] 17 And when he had gone into the house away from all the people, his
disciples put questions to him about the saying. 18And he said to them, Have
even you so little wisdom? Do you not see that whatever goes into a man
from outside is not able to make him unclean, 19Because it goes not into the
heart but into the stomach, andgoes outwith thewaste? He said this,making
all food clean. 20And he said, That which comes out of the man, that makes
the man unclean. 21 Because from inside, from the heart of men, come evil
thoughts and unclean pleasures, 22 The taking of goods and of life, broken
faith between husband and wife, the desire of wealth, wrongdoing, deceit,
sins of the flesh, an evil eye, angry words, pride, foolish acts: 23 All these
evil things come from inside, and make the man unclean. 24 And he went
away from there to the country of Tyre and Sidon. And hewent into a house,
desiring thatnomanmighthaveknowledgeof it: andhewasnot able to keep
it secret. 25But awoman,whose little daughter had anunclean spirit, having
had news of him, came straight away and went down at his feet. 26Now the
woman was a Greek, a Syro-phoenician by birth: and she made a request to
him that he would send the evil spirit out of her daughter. 27 And he said
to her, Let the children first have their food: for it is not right to take the
children's bread and give it to the dogs. 28But she said to him in answer, Yes,
Lord: even the dogs under the table take the bits dropped by the children.
29And he said to her, For this saying go your way; the evil spirit has gone out
of your daughter. 30And she went away to her house, and saw the child on
the bed, and the evil spirit gone out. 31And again hewent out fromTyre, and
came through Sidon to the sea of Galilee, through the country of Decapolis.
32 And they came to him with one who had no power of hearing and had
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trouble in talking; and they made a request to him to put his hands on him.
33And he took him on one side from the people privately, and put his fingers
into his ears, and he put water from his mouth on theman's tongue with his
finger; 34And looking up to heaven, he took a deep breath, and said to him,
Ephphatha, that is, Be open. 35And his ears became open, and the band of
his tonguewasmade loose, andhiswords became clear. 36Andhe gave them
orders not to give news of it to anyone; but themore hemade this request, so
much themore theymade it public. 37And theywereovercomewithwonder,
saying, He has done all things well: he even gives back the power of hearing
and the power of talking to those who have been without them.

8
1 In those days again, when there was a great mass of people and they

had no food, he made his disciples come to him and said to them, 2 I have
pity for these people because they have been with me now three days, and
have no food; 3 If I send them away to their houses with no food, theywill be
overcome by weariness on the way; and some of them have come from far.
4Andhis disciples said in answer, Howwill it be possible to get enoughbread
for these men here in a waste place? 5And he put the question, How much
bread have you? And they said, Seven cakes. 6And he made the people be
seated on the earth: and he took the seven cakes and, having given praise,
he gave the broken bread to his disciples to put before them; and they put it
before the people. 7And they had some small fishes; and blessing them he
had them put before the people in the same way. 8And they took the food,
andhad enough; and they tookup sevenbaskets full of the brokenbits. 9And
there were about four thousand people: and he sent them away. 10And he
got into the boat with his disciples straight away, and came into the country
of Dalmanutha. 11 And the Pharisees came out and put questions to him,
requesting from him a sign from heaven, testing him. 12 And he was very
sad in spirit, and said, Why is this generation looking for a sign? truly, I say
to you, No sign will be given to this generation. 13 And he went away from
them, and again got into the boat and went across to the other side. 14And
they had taken no thought to get bread; and they had only one cake of bread
with them in the boat. 15And he said to them, Take care to be on the watch
against the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod. 16And they said
to one another,We have no bread. 17And Jesus, hearing it, said to them,Why
are you reasoning among yourselves because you have no bread? do you
still not see, and is it still not clear to you? are your hearts so hard? 18Having
eyes, do you not see? and having ears, have you no hearing? and have you
nomemory? 19When I made a division of the five cakes of bread among the
five thousand, what number of baskets full of broken bits did you take up?
They said to him, Twelve. 20And when the seven among the four thousand,
what number of baskets full of broken bits did you take up? And they said
to him, Seven. 21And he said to them, Is it still not clear to you? 22And they
came to Beth-saida. And they took a blindman to him, requesting him to put
his hands on him. 23And he took the blind man by the hand, and went with
him out of the town; andwhen he had putwater fromhismouth on his eyes,
and put his hands on him, he said, Do you see anything? 24And looking up,
he said, I see men; I see them like trees, walking. 25 Then again he put his
hands on his eyes; and looking hard, he was able to see, and saw all things
clearly. 26And he sent him away to his house, saying, Do not even go into the
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town. 27 And Jesus went out, with his disciples, into the little towns round
Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he put a question to his disciples, saying,
Who do men say that I am? 28And they made answer, John the Baptist; and
others, Elijah; but others, One of the prophets. 29 And he said to them, But
who do you say I am? Peter said in answer, You are the Christ. 30And he put
themunder orders not to say this of him to anyone. 31And teaching them, he
said that the Son ofmanwould have to undergomuch, and be hated by those
in authority, and the chief priests, and the scribes, and be put to death, and
after three days come back from the dead. 32And he said this openly. And
Peter took him, and was protesting. 33But he, turning about, and seeing his
disciples, said sharply to Peter, Get out ofmyway, Satan: for yourmind is not
on the things of God, but on the things of men. 34And turning to the mass of
people with his disciples, he said to them, If any man has the desire to come
after me, let him give up all other desires, and take up his cross and come
afterme. 35Whoeverhas adesire to keephis life, will have it taken fromhim;
and whoever gives up his life because of me and the good news, will keep it.
36Whatprofithas aman if he gets all theworldwith the loss of his life? 37And
what would a man give in exchange for his life? 38Whoever has a feeling of
shame because ofme andmywords in this false and evil generation, the Son
of man will have a feeling of shame because of him, when he comes in the
glory of his Father with the holy angels.

9
1Andhe said to them, Truly I say toyou, Thereare someherewhowill have

no taste of death till they see the kingdom of God come with power. 2 And
after six days Jesus tookwith him Peter and James and John, andmade them
go up with him into a high mountain by themselves: and he was changed
in form before them: 3 And his clothing became shining, very white, as no
cleaner on earth would make it. 4And there came before them Elijah with
Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 5 And Peter said to Jesus, Master,
it is good for us to be here: and let us make three tents; one for you, one
for Moses, and one for Elijah. 6 Because he was not certain what to say, for
they were in great fear. 7 And a cloud came over them; and a voice came
out of the cloud, saying, This is my dearly loved Son, give ear to him. 8And
suddenly looking round about, they saw no one any longer, but Jesus only
with themselves. 9 And while they were coming down from the mountain,
he gave themorders not to giveword to anyman of the things they had seen,
till the Son ofmanhad comeback from the dead. 10And they kept the saying,
questioning among themselves what the coming back from the dead might
be. 11 And they put a question to him, saying, Why do the scribes say that
Elijah has to come first? 12And he said to them, Truly, Elijah does come first,
and puts all things in order; and how is it said in the Writings that the Son
of man will go through much sorrow and be made as nothing? 13 But I say
to you that Elijah has come, and they have done to him whatever they were
pleased to do, even as the Writings say about him. 14And when they came
to the disciples, they saw a great mass of people about them, and scribes
questioning them. 15And straight away all the people, when they saw him,
were full of wonder, and running to him, gave him worship. 16And he said,
What are you questioning themabout? 17And one of the number said to him
in answer, Master, I came to you with my son, who has in him a spirit which
takes away his power of talking; 18 And wherever it takes him, it puts him
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down violently, streaming at the lips and twistedwith pain; and his strength
goes fromhim; and Imade a request to your disciples to send it out, and they
were not able. 19And he said to them in answer, O generation without faith,
how longwill I have to bewith you? how longwill I put upwith you? let him
come to me. 20And they took him to him: and when he saw him, the spirit
in him straight away became violent; and hewent downon the earth, rolling
aboutandstreamingat the lips. 21And Jesusquestioning the father said,How
long has he been like this? Andhe said, Froma child. 22And frequently it has
sent him into the fire and into the water, for his destruction; but if you are
able todoanything, havepityonus, andgiveushelp. 23And Jesus said tohim,
If you are able! All things are possible to himwho has faith. 24Straight away
the father of the child gave a cry, saying, I have faith; make my feeble faith
stronger. 25And when Jesus saw that the people came running together, he
gaveorders to theunclean spirit, saying tohim, You, spirit, whoare the cause
of his loss of voice andhearing, I say to you, comeout of him, andnever again
go into him. 26And after crying out and shaking him violently, it came out:
and the child became like one dead; so that most of them said, He is dead.
27But Jesus took him by the hand, lifting him up; and he got up. 28Andwhen
he had gone into the house, his disciples said to him privately, Why were
we unable to send it out? 29And he said to them, Nothing will make this sort
come out but prayer. 30And theywent out from there, throughGalilee; and it
was his desire that no manmight have knowledge of it; 31For he was giving
his disciples teaching, and saying to them, The Son of man is given up into
the hands ofmen, and theywill put him to death; andwhen he is dead, after
three days he will come back from the dead. 32But the saying was not clear
to them, and theywere in fear of questioning him about it. 33And they came
to Capernaum: and when he was in the house, he put the question to them,
What were you talking about on the way? 34But they said nothing: because
they had had an argument between themselves on the way, about who was
the greatest. 35And seating himself, hemade the twelve come to him; and he
said to them, If any man has the desire to be first, he will be last of all and
servant of all. 36And he took a little child, and put him in themiddle of them;
and taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37Whoever will give honour
to one such little child in my name, gives honour to me: and whoever gives
honour tome, gives honournot tome, but to himwho sentme. 38 John said to
him, Master, we saw one driving out evil spirits in your name: and we said
that he might not, because he is not one of us. 39 But Jesus said, Say not so:
for there is no manwho will do a great work in my name, and be able at the
same time to say evil of me. 40Hewho is not against us is for us. 41Whoever
gives you a cup of water, because you are Christ's, truly I say to you, he will
in noway bewithout his reward. 42Andwhoever is a cause of trouble to one
of these little ones who have faith inme, it would be better for him if a great
stonewas put round his neck and hewas dropped into the sea. 43And if your
hand is a cause of trouble to you, let it be cut off; it is better for you to go into
life with one hand than to have two hands and go into hell, into the eternal
fire. 44 [] 45And if your foot is a cause of trouble to you, let it be cut off: it is
better for you to go into life with one foot than to have two feet and go into
hell. 46 [] 47And if your eye is a cause of trouble to you, take it out: it is better
for you to go into the kingdom of God with one eye than, having two eyes,
to go into hell, 48Where their worm is ever living and the fire is not put out.
49Everyone will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is good; but if the taste goes from
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it, how will you make it salt again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace
one with another.

10
1And he got up, and went into the country of Judaea on the other side of

Jordan: andgreatnumbersofpeople came together tohimagain; and, aswas
his way, he gave them teaching. 2 And Pharisees came to him, testing him
with the question, Is it right for a man to put away his wife? 3 And he said
to them in answer, What did Moses say you were to do? 4 And they said to
him, Moses let us give her a statement in writing, and be free from her. 5But
Jesus said to them, Because of your hard hearts he gave you this law. 6 But
from the first, male and female made he them. 7 For this cause will a man
go away from his father andmother, and be joined to his wife; 8And the two
will become one flesh; so that they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9Let not
that which has been joined together by God be parted by man. 10And in the
house thedisciplesputquestions tohimagainabout this thing. 11Andhe said
to them, Whoever puts away his wife and takes another, is false to his wife;
12 And if she herself puts away her husband and takes another, she is false
to her husband. 13And they took to him little children, so that he might put
his hands on them: and the disciples said sharpwords to them. 14Andwhen
Jesus saw it, he was angry, and said to them, Let the little children come to
me, and do not keep them away; for of such is the kingdom of God. 15 Truly
I say to you, Whoever does not put himself under the kingdom of God like
a little child, will not come into it at all. 16 And he took them in his arms,
and gave them a blessing, putting his hands on them. 17 And while he was
going out into the way, a man came running to him, and went down on his
knees, saying, GoodMaster, what have I to do so that Imay have eternal life?
18And Jesus said to him, Why do you say I am good? no one is good but one,
and that is God. 19You have knowledge of what is said in the law, Do not put
any one to death, Do not be untrue in married life, Do not take what is not
yours, Do not give false witness, Do not get money by deceit, Give honour
to your father and mother. 20 And he said to him, Master, all these laws I
have kept from the timewhen Iwas young. 21And Jesus, looking on him and
loving him, said, There is one thing needed: go, get money for your goods,
and give it to the poor, and you will have wealth in heaven: and come with
me. 22 But his face became sad at the saying, and he went away sorrowing:
for he was one who had much property. 23And Jesus, looking round about,
said to his disciples, How hard it is for those who have wealth to come into
the kingdom of God! 24And the disciples were full of wonder at his words.
But Jesus said to them again, Children, how hard it is for those who put faith
in wealth to come into the kingdom of God! 25 It is simpler for a camel to go
through a needle's eye, than for aman ofwealth to come into the kingdomof
God. 26And they were greatly surprised, saying to him, Who thenmay have
salvation? 27 Jesus, looking on them, said, With men it is impossible, but not
with God: for all things are possible with God. 28 Peter said to him, See, we
havegivenupeverything, andcomeafteryou. 29 Jesus said, Truly I say toyou,
There is no man who has given up house, or brothers, or sisters, or mother,
or father, or children, or land, because of me and the good news, 30Whowill
not get a hundred times asmuch now in this time, houses, and brothers, and
sisters, and mothers, and children, and land — though with great troubles;
and, in the world to come, eternal life. 31 But a great number who are first
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will be last: and those who are last will be first. 32And theywere on theway,
going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus was going before them: and they were full
of wonder; but those who came after him were in fear. And again he took
the twelve, and gave them word of the things which were to come on him,
33 Saying, See, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man will be given up
to the chief priests and the scribes; and they will give an order for his death,
and will give him up to the Gentiles: 34And they will make sport of him, and
put shame on him, and give him cruel blows, and will put him to death; and
after three days he will come back from the dead. 35And there came to him
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, saying to him, Master, will you give us
whatevermay be our request? 36And he said to them,Whatwould you have
me do for you? 37 And they said to him, Let us be seated, one at your right
hand and one at your left, in your glory. 38But Jesus said to them, You have
no knowledge of what you are saying. Are you able to take of my cup? or
to undergo the baptism which I am to undergo? 39And they said to him, We
are able. And Jesus said to them, You will take of the cup from which I take;
and the baptismwhich I am about to undergo you will undergo: 40But to be
seated at my right hand or at my left is not for me to give: but it is for those
for whom it has been made ready. 41And hearing this, the ten became very
angry with James and John. 42And Jesus made them come to him, and said
to them, You see that those who are made rulers over the Gentiles are lords
over them, and their great ones have authority over them. 43But it is not so
among you: but whoever has a desire to become great among you, let him
be your servant: 44And whoever has a desire to be first among you, let him
be servant of all. 45 For truly the Son of man did not come to have servants,
but to be a servant, and to give his life for the salvation of men. 46And they
came to Jericho: andwhenhewas going out of Jericho,with his disciples and
a great number of people, the son of Timaeus, Bartimaeus, a blindman, was
seated by the wayside, with his hand out for money. 47And when it came to
his ears that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he gave a cry, and said, Jesus, Son of
David, havemercy onme. 48And some of them, turning in protest, gave him
an order to be quiet: but he went on crying out all the more, Son of David,
have mercy onme. 49And Jesus came to a stop and said, Let him come. And
crying out to the blind man, they said to him, Be comforted: come, he has
sent for you. 50And he, putting off his coat, got up quickly, and came to Jesus.
51And Jesus said to him, What would you have me do to you? And the blind
man said, Master, make me able to see. 52And Jesus said to him, Go on your
way; your faith hasmade youwell. And straight awayhewas able to see, and
went after him in the way.

11
1Andwhen they camenear to Jerusalem, toBeth-phageandBethany, at the

Mountain of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, 2And said to them, Go into
the little town opposite: and when you come to it, you will see a young ass
with a cord round his neck, on which no man has ever been seated; let him
loose, and come back with him. 3 And if anyone says to you, Why are you
doing this? say, The Lord has need of him and will send him back straight
away. 4And they went away and saw a young ass by the door outside in the
open street; and they were getting him loose. 5And some of those who were
there said to them, What are you doing, taking the ass? 6 And they said to
them the words which Jesus had said; and they let them go. 7And they took
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the young ass to Jesus, and put their clothing on him, and he got on his back.
8 And a great number put down their clothing in the way; and others put
down branches which they had taken from the fields. 9And those whowent
in front, and those who came after, were crying, Glory: A blessing on him
who comes in the name of the Lord: 10A blessing on the coming kingdom of
our fatherDavid: Glory in thehighest. 11Andhewent into Jerusalem into the
Temple; andafter looking roundabout onall things, it beingnowevening, he
went out to Bethany with the twelve. 12And on the day after, when they had
come out fromBethany, hewas in need of food. 13And seeing a fig-tree in the
distance with leaves, he went to see if by chance it had anything on it: and
when he came to it, he saw nothing but leaves, for it was not the time for the
fruit. 14 And he said to it, Let no man take fruit from you for ever. And his
disciples took note of his words. 15And they came to Jerusalem; and hewent
into the Temple, and sent out thosewhowere trading there, overturning the
tables of themoney-changers and the seats of thosewhowere offering doves
formoney; 16Andhewouldnot let anyman takeavessel through theTemple.
17And he gave them teaching, and said to them, Is it not in theWritings, My
house is to be named a house of prayer for all the nations? but you have
made it a hole of thieves. 18And it came to the ears of the chief priests and
scribes, and they took thoughthow theymight puthim todeath; being in fear
of him, because all the people were full of wonder at his teaching. 19 And
every evening he went out of the town. 20And when they were going by in
the morning, they saw the fig-tree dead from the roots. 21And Peter, having
a memory of it, said to him, Master, see, the tree which was cursed by you
is dead. 22 And Jesus, answering, said to them, Have God's faith. 23 Truly I
say to you, Whoever says to this mountain, Be taken up and be put into the
sea; and has no doubt in his heart, but has faith that what he says will come
about, he will have his desire. 24 For this reason I say to you, Whatever you
make a request for in prayer, have faith that it has been given to you, and you
will have it. 25 And whenever you make a prayer, let there be forgiveness
in your hearts, if you have anything against anyone; so that you may have
forgiveness for your sins from your Father who is in heaven. 26 [] 27 And
they cameagain to Jerusalem: andwhilehewaswalking in theTemple, there
came to him the chief priests and the scribes and those in authority: 28And
they said to him, By what authority do you do these things? or who gave
you authority to do these things? 29And Jesus said to them, I will put to you
one question; give me an answer, and I will say by what authority I do these
things. 30The baptism of John, was it from heaven or frommen? give me an
answer. 31And they gave thought to it among themselves, saying, If we say,
From heaven; he will say, Why then did you not have faith in him? 32But if
we say, From men — they were in fear of the people, because all took John
to be truly a prophet. 33And they said in answer to Jesus, We have no idea.
And Jesus said to them, And I will not say to you bywhat authority I do these
things.

12
1 And he gave them teaching in the form of stories. A man had a vine-

garden planted, and put a wall about it, and made a place for crushing out
the wine, and put up a tower, and let it out to field-workers, and went into
another country. 2 And when the time came, he sent a servant to get from
the workmen some of the fruit of the garden. 3And they took him, and gave
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him blows, and sent him away with nothing. 4 And again he sent to them
another servant; and they gave him wounds on the head, and were very
cruel to him. 5Andhe sent another; and theyput him todeath: andanumber
of others, whipping some, and putting some to death. 6He still had one, a
dearly loved son: he sent him last to them, saying, Theywill have respect for
my son. 7 But those workmen said among themselves, This is he who will
one day be the owner of the property; come, let us put him to death, and the
heritage will be ours. 8 And they took him and put him to death, pushing
his body out of the garden. 9What then will the master of the garden do?
He will come and put the workmen to death, and will give the garden into
the hands of others. 10Have you not seen this which is in the Writings: The
stonewhich the builders put on one side, the samewasmade the chief stone
of the building: 11This was the Lord's doing, and it is a wonder in our eyes?
12And they made attempts to take him; but they were in fear of the people,
because they saw that the storywas against them; and theywent away from
him. 13Then they sent to him certain of the Pharisees and the Herodians, so
that they might make use of his words to take him by a trick. 14 And when
they had come, they said to him, Master, we are certain that you are true,
and have no fear of anyone: you have no respect for a man's position, but
you are teaching the true way of God: Is it right to give taxes to Caesar or
not? 15Are we to give or not to give? But he, conscious of their false hearts,
said to them, Why do you put me to the test? give me a penny, so that I may
see it. 16And they gave him one. And he said to them, Whose is this image
and name on it? And they said to him, Caesar's. 17 And Jesus said to them,
Give to Caesar the things which are Caesar's, and to God the things which
are God's. And they were full of wonder at him. 18 And there came to him
Sadducees, who say there is no coming back from the dead; and they put a
question to him, saying, 19Master, in the law Moses says, If a man's brother
comes to his end, and has a wife still living and no child, it is right for his
brother to take hiswife, and get a family for his brother. 20Therewere seven
brothers: and the first took a wife, and at his death there were no offspring;
21 And the second took her, and at his death there were no offspring; and
the third the same: 22And all the seven had no seed. Last of all the woman
herself came toherdeath. 23 In the future life,when they comeback from the
dead, whose wife will she be? for the seven had her for a wife. 24 Jesus said
to them, Is not this the reason for your error, that you have no knowledge of
the holyWritings or of the power of God? 25When they come back from the
dead, they do not get married, but are like the angels in heaven. 26But as to
the dead coming back to life; have you not seen in the book of Moses, about
the burning thorn-tree, how God said to him, I am the God of Abraham, and
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? 27He is not the God of the dead, but
of the living: you are greatly in error. 28 And one of the scribes came, and
hearing their argument together, and seeing that he had given them a good
answer, put the question to him, Which law is the first of all? 29 Jesus said in
answer, The first is, Give ear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord; 30And
you are to have love for the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength. 31The second
is this, Have love for your neighbour as for yourself. There is no other law
greater than these. 32 And the scribe said to him, Truly, Master, you have
well said that he is one, and there is no other but he: 33And to have love for
him with all the heart, and with all the mind, and with all the strength, and
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to have the same love for his neighbour as for himself, ismuchmore than all
forms of offerings. 34Andwhen Jesus saw that he gave awise answer, he said
to him, You are not far from the kingdom of God. And every man after that
was in fear of questioninghimanymore. 35And Jesus,whenhewas teaching
in theTemple, said, Howdo the scribes say that theChrist is the SonofDavid?
36Davidhimself said in theHoly Spirit, TheLord said tomyLord, Be seated at
my right hand, till I put those who are against you under your feet. 37David
himself gives him the name of Lord; and how then is he his son? And the
common people gave ear to him gladly. 38And in his teaching he said, Be on
yourwatch against the scribes, whose pleasure it is to go about in long robes
and be respected in the market-places, 39And to have the chief seats in the
Synagogues and the first places at feasts; 40Who take away the property of
widows, and before the eyes of menmake long prayers; these will be judged
more hardly. 41And he took a seat by the place where the money was kept,
and saw how the people put money into the boxes: and a number who had
wealthput inmuch. 42And there cameapoorwidow, and sheput in two little
bits of money, which make a farthing. 43And he made his disciples come to
him, and said to them, Truly I say to you, This poor widow has put in more
than all those who are puttingmoney into the box: 44Because they all put in
something out of what they had no need for; but she out of her need put in
all she had, even all her living.

13
1Andwhenhewas going out of the Temple, one of his disciples said to him,

Master, see, what stones and what buildings! 2 And Jesus said to him, Do
you see these great buildings? there is not one stone here resting on another
which will not be overturned. 3 And while he was seated on the Mountain
of Olives opposite the Temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew said to
himprivately, 4Saywhen these thingswill be, andwhatwill be the signwhen
these things are all about to be done. 5And Jesus said to them, Take care that
you are not tricked by anyone. 6 People will come in my name, saying, I am
he; and a number will be turned from the true way. 7 And when you have
news of wars and talk of wars, do not be troubled; these things have to be,
but it is still not the end. 8Nation will go to war with nation, and kingdom
with kingdom: there will be earth-shocks in different places; there will be
times when there is no food; these things are the first of the troubles. 9 But
take care: for they will give you up to the Sanhedrins; and in Synagogues
you will be whipped; and you will be taken before rulers and kings because
of me, for a sign to them. 10 And the good news has first to be given to all
the nations. 11 And when you are taken and given up to be judged, do not
be troubled about what to say: but whatever is given to you in that hour,
say: because it is not you who say it, but the Holy Spirit. 12 And brother
will give up brother to death, and the father his child; and children will go
against their fathers and mothers, and put them to death. 13 And you will
be hated by all men, because of my name; but he who goes through to the
endwill have salvation. 14But when you see the unclean thingwhichmakes
destruction, in the place where it has no right to be (let this be clear to the
reader), then let thosewho are in Judaea go quickly to themountains: 15And
let him who is on the house-top not go down, or go in, to take anything out
of his house: 16 And let not him who is in the field go back to take his coat.
17And it will be hard for women who are with child and for her who has a
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baby at the breast in those days. 18 And say a prayer that it may not be in
the winter. 19 For in those days there will be sorrow, such as there has not
been from the time when God made the world till now, and will not ever be
again. 20And if the Lord had not made the time short, no flesh would have
been kept from destruction; but because of the saints he has made the time
short. 21And then if any man says to you, See, here is Christ; or, See, there;
have no faith in it: 22Because there will be false Christs and false prophets,
and they will give signs and wonders in the hope of turning even the saints
from the true way. 23 But take care; see, I have made all things clear to you
before the time. 24But in those days, after that timeof trouble, the sunwill be
madedarkand themoonwill not giveher light, 25And the starswill be falling
fromheaven, and thepowerswhichare in theheavenswill bemoved. 26And
then they will see the Son of man coming in clouds with great power and
glory. 27And then hewill send out the angels, andwill get together his saints
from the fourwinds, from the farthest part of the earth to the farthest part of
heaven. 28Take an example from thefig-tree: when its branches become soft
and put out their leaves, you see that the summer is near; 29 Even so, when
you see these things taking place, youmay be certain that he is near, even at
the doors. 30 Truly, I say to you, This generation will not come to an end till
all these things are complete. 31Heaven and earth will come to an end, but
mywords will not come to an end. 32But of that day or that hour no one has
knowledge, not even the angels in heaven, or the Son, but the Father. 33Take
care, keep watch with prayer: for you are not certain when the time will be.
34 It is aswhen amanwho is in another country for a time, having gone away
fromhishouse, andgivenauthority tohis servants and toeveryonehiswork,
gives the porter an order to keepwatch. 35So you are to keepwatch: because
you are not certain when the master of the house is coming, in the evening,
or in themiddle of the night, or at the cock's cry, or in themorning; 36For fear
that, coming suddenly, he sees you sleeping. 37Andwhat I say to you, I say to
all, Keep watch.

14
1 It was now two days before the feast of the Passover and the unleavened

bread: and the chief priests and the scribes made designs how they might
take him by deceit and put him to death: 2But they said, Not while the feast
is going on, for fear there may be trouble among the people. 3And while he
was in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, seated at table, there came
a woman with a bottle of perfumed oil of great price; and when the bottle
was broken she put the perfume on his head. 4But some of themwere angry
among themselves, saying, For what purpose has this oil been wasted? 5We
might have got more than three hundred pence for it, and given the money
to the poor. And they said things against her among themselves. 6But Jesus
said, Let her be; why are you troubling her? she has done a kind act to me.
7 The poor you have ever with you, and whenever you have the desire you
may do them good: but me you have not for ever. 8 She has done what she
wasable: shehasput oil onmybody tomake it ready for its last resting-place.
9 And truly I say to you, Wherever the good news goes out through all the
earth, what this woman has done will be talked of in memory of her. 10And
Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went away to the chief priests, so
that he might give him up to them. 11And hearing what he said, they were
glad, and gave him their word to make him a payment of money. And he
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took thought how he might best give him up to them. 12And on the first day
of unleavened bread, when the Passover lamb is put to death, his disciples
said to him,Where arewe to go andmake ready for you to take the Passover
meal? 13And he sent two of his disciples, and said to them, Go into the town,
and therewill come to you amanwith a vessel of water: go after him; 14And
wherever he goes in, say to the owner of the house, The Master says, Where
is my guest-room, where I may take the Passover with my disciples? 15And
hewill take youuphimself to a great roomwith a table and seats: theremake
ready for us. 16And the disciples went out and came into the town, and saw
that it was as he had said: and theymade ready the Passover. 17Andwhen it
was evening he came with the twelve. 18And while they were seated taking
food, Jesus said, Truly I say to you, One of you will be false to me, one who
is taking food with me. 19They were sad, and said to him one by one, Is it I?
20And he said to them, It is one of the twelve, one who is putting his bread
with me into the same plate. 21 The Son of man goes, even as the Writings
say of him: but cursed is that man through whom the Son of man is given
up! It would have been well for that man if he had never been given birth.
22And while they were taking food, he took bread, and after blessing it, he
gave the broken bread to them, and said, Take it: this is my body. 23And he
took a cup, and when he had given praise, he gave it to them: and they all
had a drink from it. 24Andhe said to them, This ismy blood of the testament,
which is given for men. 25 Truly I say to you, I will take no more of the fruit
of the vine till the daywhen I take it new in the kingdom of God. 26And after
a song of praise to God they went out to theMountain of Olives. 27And Jesus
said to them, You will all be turned away fromme: for it is in theWritings, I
will put the keeper of the sheep to death, and the sheep will be put to flight.
28But after I have come back from the dead, I will go before you into Galilee.
29 But Peter said to him, Though the others may be turned away from you,
I will not. 30And Jesus said to him, Truly, I say to you that you, today, even
this night, before the cock's second cry, will say three times that you have
no knowledge of me. 31But he said with passion, If I have to be put to death
with you, I will not be false to you. And they all said the same. 32And they
came to a place which was named Gethsemane: and he said to his disciples,
Be seated here while I say a prayer. 33And he tookwith him Peter and James
and John, andgriefandgreat troublecameonhim. 34Andhesaid to them,My
soul is very sad, even to death: be here a little time, and keep watch. 35And
he went forward a little, and falling down on the earth, made request that,
if possible, the hour might go from him. 36 And he said, Abba, Father, all
things are possible to you; take away this cup from me: but even so let not
my pleasure, but yours be done. 37Andhe came, and saw them sleeping, and
said to Peter, Simon, are you sleeping? were you not able to keep watch one
hour? 38Keep watch with prayer, so that you may not be put to the test; the
spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is feeble. 39And again he went away, and
said a prayer, using the same words. 40 And again he came and saw them
sleeping, because their eyes were very tired; and they had nothing to say in
answer. 41And he came the third time, and said to them, Go on sleeping now
and take your rest: it is enough; the hour has come; see, the Son of man is
given up into the hands of evil men. 42Get up, let us be going; see, he who
gives me up is near. 43 And straight away, while he was still talking, Judas,
one of the twelve, came, and with him a great band with swords and sticks,
from the chief priests and the scribes and those in authority. 44Now he who
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had been false to him had given them a sign, saying, The one to whom I give
a kiss, that is he; take him, and get him away safely. 45 And when he had
come, he went straight to him and said, Master; and gave him a kiss. 46And
they put their hands on him, and took him. 47But a certain one of those who
were near took out his sword, and gave the servant of the high priest a blow,
cutting off his ear. 48And Jesus said to them, Have you come out as against
a thief, with swords and sticks to take me? 49 I was with you every day in
the Temple teaching, and you did not take me; but this is done so that the
Writings may come true. 50And they all went away from him in fear. 51And
a certain young man went after him, with only a linen cloth about his body;
and they put their hands on him; 52But he got away unclothed, without the
linen cloth. 53And they took Jesus away to the high priest; and there came
togetherwith him all the chief priests and those in authority and the scribes.
54 And Peter had come after him at a distance, even into the house of the
high priest; and he was seated with the captains, warming himself in the
light of the fire. 55Now the chief priests and all the Sanhedrin were looking
for witness against Jesus so that they might put him to death; and they were
unable to get any. 56 For a number gave false witness against him and their
witness was not in agreement. 57 Then some got up and gave false witness
against him, saying, 58He said in our hearing, I will put an end to this Temple
which is made with hands, and in three days I will make another without
hands. 59And even so their witness was not in agreement. 60And the high
priest got up in the middle of them, and said to Jesus, Do you say nothing
in answer? what is it which these say against you? 61But he kept quiet and
said nothing. Again the high priest questioning him said, Are you the Christ,
the son of the Holy One? 62And Jesus said, I am: and you will see the Son of
manseatedat the righthandofpower, andcomingwith the cloudsofheaven.
63And thehighpriest, violently partinghis robes, said,Whatmoreneedhave
we of witnesses? 64His words against God have come to your ears: what is
your opinion? And they all said it was right for him to be put to death. 65And
some put shame on him and, covering his face, gave him blows and said to
him,Nowsaywhat is to come: and the captains tookhimandgavehimblows
with their hands. 66 And while Peter was down in the open square of the
building, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came; 67And seeing Peter
warminghimself by thefire, shegavehima look, andsaid, Youwerewith this
Nazarene, even Jesus. 68But he said, I have no knowledge of him, or of what
you are saying: and hewent out into the doorway; and there came the cry of
a cock. 69And the girl saw him, and said again to those who were near, This
is one of them. 70But again he said it was not so. And after a little time, again
those who were near said to Peter, Truly you are one of them; for you are a
Galilaean. 71But, with curses and oaths, he said, I have no knowledge of the
man about whom you are talking. 72And in the same minute, the cock gave
a second cry. And it came to Peter's mind how Jesus had said to him, Before
the cock's second cry, you will say three times that you have no knowledge
of me. And at this thought he was overcomewith weeping.

15
1And thefirst thing in themorning thechiefpriests,with those inauthority

and the scribes and all the Sanhedrin, had a meeting, and put cords round
Jesus, and took him away, and gave him up to Pilate. 2 And Pilate put a
question to him, Are you the King of the Jews? And he, answering, said to
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him, You say so. 3And the chief priests said a number of things against him.
4 And Pilate again put a question, Do you say nothing in answer? see how
much evil they say you have done. 5But Jesus gave nomore answers, so that
Pilate was full of wonder. 6Now at the feast every year he let one prisoner
go free at their request. 7And therewas one namedBarabbas, in prisonwith
those who had gone against the government and in the fight had taken life.
8And the people went up, requesting him to do as he had done for them in
other years. 9And Pilate said in answer to them, Is it your desire that I let the
King of the Jews go free? 10 For he saw that the chief priests had given him
up through envy. 11But the people were moved by the chief priests to make
him let Barabbas go free. 12And Pilate again said in answer to them, What
then am I to do to him to whom you give the name of the King of the Jews?
13 And they said again loudly, To the cross with him! 14 And Pilate said to
them,Why, what evil has he done? But their crywas the louder, To the cross!
15And Pilate, desiring to dowhat was pleasing to the people, let Barabbas go
free, and gave up Jesus, when he had been whipped, to be put to death on
the cross. 16And themen of the army took him away into the square in front
of the building which is the Praetorium, and they got together all the band.
17And they put a purple robe on him, and twisting a crown of thorns, they
put it on him; 18 And, as if honouring him, they said, Long life to the King
of the Jews! 19 And they gave him blows on the head with a stick and put
shame on him and, going down on their knees, gave him worship. 20 And
when they had made sport of him, they took the purple robe off him and
put his clothing on him. And they took him out to put him to death on the
cross. 21And they made one, Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and
Rufus, who was going by, coming from the country, go with them, so that
he might take his cross. 22And they took him to the place named Golgotha,
which is, Dead Man's Head. 23And they gave him wine mixed with myrrh;
but he did not take it. 24 And he was nailed to the cross; and they made a
division of his clothing among them, putting to the decision of chance what
everyone was to take. 25 And it was the third hour when they put him on
the cross. 26And the statement of his crime was put in writing on the cross,
THE KING OF THE JEWS. 27 And they put two thieves on crosses with him,
one on his right side, and one on his left. 28 [] 29And thosewhowent bymade
sport of him, shaking their heads, and saying, Ha! you who give the Temple
to destruction, and put it up again in three days, 30Keep yourself fromdeath,
and comedown from the cross. 31 In the sameway the chief priests, laughing
at him among themselves with the scribes, said, A saviour of others, he has
no salvation for himself. 32Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now
from the cross, so that wemay see and have belief. And those who were put
on crosses with him said evil things against him. 33Andwhen the sixth hour
had come, it was dark over all the land till the ninth hour. 34And at the ninth
hour, Jesus said in a loud voice, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, My
God, my God, why are you turned away fromme? 35And some of those who
werenear, hearing it, said, See, he is crying to Elijah. 36Andoneof themwent
quickly and, getting a sponge full of bitterwine, put it on a rod, and gave it to
him for drink, saying, Let be; let us see if Elijah will come to take him down.
37And Jesus gave a loud cry, and gave up his spirit. 38And the curtain of the
Temple was parted in two from end to end. 39 And when the captain, who
was near, saw how he gave up his spirit, he said, Truly this manwas a son of
God. 40And therewerewomenwatching fromadistance: among themwere
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Mary Magdalene, and Mary, the mother of James the less and of Joses, and
Salome, 41Whowent with himwhen hewas in Galilee and took care of him;
and a number of other women who came up with him to Jerusalem. 42And
when it was evening, because it was the time of getting ready, that is, the
day before the Sabbath, 43 There came Joseph of Arimathaea, a responsible
man in high honour, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God; and
he went in to Pilate without fear, and made a request for the body of Jesus.
44AndPilatewas surprised that hewasdead; and, sending for the captain, he
put a question to see if he had been dead for long. 45Andwhen he had news
of it from the captain, he let Joseph have the body. 46And he got a linen cloth
and, taking him down, put the linen cloth round him, and put him in a place
for the deadwhich had been cut out of a rock; and a stonewas rolled against
the door. 47AndMary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of Joses, saw where
he was put.

16
1And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene andMary, the mother

of James, and Salome, got spices, so that they might come and put them on
him. 2And very early after dawn on the first day of the week, they came at
the time of the coming up of the sun to the place where the body had been
put. 3And theywere saying among themselves,Whowill get the stone rolled
away from the door for us? 4 And looking up, they saw that the stone was
rolled back; and it was of great size. 5 And when they went in, they saw a
young man seated on the right side, dressed in a white robe; and they were
full of wonder. 6 And he said to them, Do not be troubled: you are looking
for Jesus, the Nazarene, who has been put to death on the cross; he has come
back from the dead; he is not here: see, the place where they put him! 7But
go, say to his disciples and to Peter, He goes before you intoGalilee: there you
will see him, as he said to you. 8And they went out quickly from the place,
because fear and great wonder had come on them: and they said nothing to
anyone, because theywere full of fear that ... 9Nowwhenhe cameback from
the dead early on the first day of the week, he went first toMaryMagdalene,
fromwhom he had sent out seven evil spirits. 10 She went and gave news of
it to those who had beenwith him, while theywere sorrowing andweeping.
11And they, when it came to their ears that he was living, and had been seen
by her, had no belief in it. 12And after these things he was seen in another
formby two of them, while theywerewalking on their way into the country.
13And theywent away and gave news of it to the rest; and they had no belief
in what was said. 14And later he was seen by the eleven themselves while
theywere taking food; and he said sharpwords to thembecause they had no
faithand theirheartswerehard, andbecause theyhadnobelief in thosewho
had seen him after he had come back from the dead. 15And he said to them,
Go into all the world, and give the good news to everyone. 16He who has
faith and is given baptismwill get salvation; but hewho has not faith will be
judged. 17And these signswill bewith thosewhohave faith: inmyname they
will send out evil spirits; and they will make use of new languages; 18 They
will take up snakes, and if there is poison in their drink, it will do them no
evil; they will put their hands on those who are ill, and they will get well.
19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had said these words to them, was taken
up into heaven and took his seat at the right hand of God. 20And they went
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out, preaching everywhere, the Lordworkingwith them, and givingwitness
to the word by the signs which came after. So be it.
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The Good News According to
Luke

1 As a number of attempts have been made to put together in order an
account of those events which took place among us, 2As they were handed
down to us by those who saw them from the first and were preachers of the
word, 3 It seemed good to me, having made observation, with great care, of
the direction of events in their order, to put the facts inwriting for you, most
nobleTheophilus; 4So that youmighthave certainknowledgeof those things
about which youwere given teaching. 5 In the days of Herod, king of Judaea,
there was a certain priest, by name Zacharias, of the order of Abijah; and
he had a wife of the family of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. 6 They
were upright in the eyes of God, keeping all the rules and orders of God, and
doing no wrong. 7 And they were without children, because Elisabeth had
never given birth, and they were at that time very old. 8Now it came about
that inhis turnhewas acting as priest beforeGod, 9Andaswas thewayof the
priests, he had to go into the Temple to see to the burning of perfumes. 10And
all the people were offering prayers outside, at the time of the burning of
perfumes. 11And he saw an angel of the Lord in his place on the right side of
the altar. 12And Zachariaswas troubledwhen he sawhim, and fear came on
him. 13But the angel said, Have no fear, Zacharias, for your prayer has come
to the ears of God, and your wife Elisabeth will have a son, and his name
will be John. 14 And you will be glad and have great delight; and numbers
of people will have joy at his birth. 15 For he will be great in the eyes of the
Lord; he will not take wine or strong drink; and he will be full of the Spirit
of God from his birth. 16And through him great numbers of the children of
Israelwill be turned to the Lord their God. 17Andhewill go before his face in
the spirit and power of Elijah, turning the hearts of fathers to their children,
and wrongdoers to the way of righteousness; to make ready a people whose
hearts have been turned to the Lord. 18And Zacharias said to the angel, How
may I be certain of this? For I am an oldman, andmywife is far on in years.
19And the angel, answering, said, I am Gabriel, whose place is before God;
I have been sent to say these words to you and to give you this good news.
20 Now, see, you will be without voice or language till the day when these
things come about, because you had not faith in my words, which will have
effect at the right time. 21 And the people were waiting for Zacharias and
were surprised because he was in the Temple for such a long time. 22 And
when he came out hewas not able to say anything, and they saw that he had
seen a vision in the Temple; andhewasmaking signs to themwithoutwords.
23Andwhen the days of his work in the Templewere ended, hewent back to
his house. 24After that time, Elisabeth, being certain that she was to become
a mother, kept herself from men's eyes for five months, saying, 25 The Lord
has done this to me, for his eyes were on me, to take away my shame in the
eyes of men. 26Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God
to a town in Galilee, named Nazareth, 27 To a virgin who was to be married
to a man named Joseph, of the family of David; and the name of the virgin
was Mary. 28 And the angel came in to her and said, Peace be with you, to
whom special grace has been given; the Lord is with you. 29 But she was
greatly troubled at his words, and said to herself, What may be the purpose
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of thesewords? 30And the angel said to her, Have no fear, Mary, for you have
God's approval. 31And see, you will give birth to a son, and his name will be
Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be named the Son of the Most High: and
the Lord God will give him the kingdom of David, his father: 33He will have
rule over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no
end. 34And Mary said to the angel, Howmay this be, because I have had no
knowledge of a man? 35And the angel in answer said to her, The Holy Spirit
will come on you, and the power of the Most High will come to rest on you,
and so that which will come to birth will be named holy, Son of God. 36Even
now Elisabeth, who is of your family, is to be a mother, though she is old:
and this is the sixth month with her who was without children. 37 For there
is nothing which God is not able to do. 38AndMary said: I am the servant of
the Lord; may it be tome as you say. And the angel went away. 39ThenMary
got up and went quickly into the high lands, to a town of Judah; 40And went
into the house of Zacharias and took Elisabeth in her arms. 41Andwhen the
voice of Mary came to the ears of Elisabeth, the baby made a sudden move
inside her; then Elisabeth was full of the Holy Spirit, 42 And she said with
a loud voice: May blessing be on you among women, and a blessing on the
child of your body. 43 How is it that the mother of my Lord comes to me?
44 For, truly, when the sound of your voice came to my ears, the baby in my
body made a sudden move for joy. 45Happy will she be who had faith that
the things which the Lord has said to her will be done. 46AndMary said: My
soul gives glory to God; 47My spirit is glad in God my Saviour. 48 For he has
had pity on his servant, though she is poor and lowly placed: and from this
hour will all generations give witness to the blessing which has come to me.
49 For he who is strong has done great things for me; and holy is his name.
50Hismercy is for all generations inwhom is the fear of him. 51With his arm
he has done acts of power; he has put to flight those who have pride in their
hearts. 52He has put down kings from their seats, lifting up on high themen
of lowdegree. 53Thosewhohadno foodhemade full of good things; themen
of wealth he sent away with nothing in their hands; 54His help he has given
to Israel, his servant, so that he might keep in mind his mercy to Abraham
and his seed for ever, 55As he gave his word to our fathers. 56AndMary was
with her for about three months and then went back to her house. 57Now
it was time for Elisabeth to give birth, and she had a son. 58And it came to
the ears of her neighbours and relations that the Lord had been very good to
her, and they took part in her joy. 59And on the eighth day they came to see
to the circumcision of the child, and theywould have given him the name of
Zacharias, his father's name; 60 But his mother made answer and said, No,
his name is John. 61And they said, Not one of your relations has that name.
62And theymade signs to his father, to saywhat namewas to be given to him.
63Andhesent forwritingmaterials andputdown: Hisname is John; and they
were all surprised. 64And straight away his mouth was open and his tongue
was free and he gave praise to God. 65And fear came on all those who were
living round about them: and there was much talk about all these things in
all the hill-country of Judaea. 66And all who had word of them kept them in
their minds and said, What will this child be? For the hand of the Lord was
with him. 67And his father, Zacharias, was full of the Holy Spirit, and with
the voice of a prophet said these words: 68 Praise be to the Lord, the God of
Israel, for he has come to his people andmade them free, 69Lifting up a horn
of salvation for us in the house of his servant David, 70 (As he said, by the
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mouth of his holy prophets, from the earliest times,) 71 Salvation from those
who are against us, and from the hands of those who have hate for us; 72To
do acts ofmercy to our fathers and to keep inmindhis holyword, 73The oath
which hemade to Abraham, our father, 74Thatwe, beingmade free from the
fear of thosewho are against us,might give himworship, 75 In righteousness
and holy living before him all our days. 76And you, child, will be named the
prophet of the Most High: you will go before the face of the Lord, to make
ready his ways; 77To give knowledge of salvation to his people, through the
forgiveness of sins, 78Because of the lovingmercies of our God, bywhich the
dawn fromheavenhas come tous, 79To give light to those in darkplaces, and
in the shade of death, so that our feet may be guided into the way of peace.
80 And the child became tall, and strong in spirit; and he was living in the
waste land till the day when he came before the eyes of Israel.

2
1 Now it came about in those days that an order went out from Caesar

Augustus that there was to be a numbering of all the world. 2 This was the
first numbering, which was made when Quirinius was ruler of Syria. 3And
all men went to be numbered, everyone to his town. 4And Joseph went up
from Galilee, out of the town of Nazareth, into Judaea, to Beth-lehem, the
townofDavid, becausehewasof thehouseand familyofDavid, 5Tobeputon
the list withMary, his futurewife, whowas about to become amother. 6And
while theywere there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she had her
first son; and folding him in linen, she put him to rest in the place where the
cattle had their food, because therewasno roomfor them in thehouse. 8And
in the same country therewere keepers of sheep in the fields, watching over
their flock bynight. 9And an angel of the Lord came to them, and the glory of
the Lord was shining round about them: and fear came on them. 10And the
angel said, Have no fear; for truly, I give you good news of great joy which
will be for all the people: 11 For on this day, in the town of David, a Saviour
has come to birth, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this is the sign to you: you
will see a young child folded in linen, in the placewhere the cattle have their
food. 13And suddenly there was with the angel a great band of spirits from
heaven, giving praise to God, and saying, 14Glory to God in the highest, and
on the earth peace among men with whom he is well pleased. 15And when
the angels had gone away from them into heaven, the keepers of the sheep
said tooneanother, Letus gonowtoBeth-lehem, and see this thingwhichhas
come about, which the Lord has made clear to us. 16And they came quickly,
and saw Mary and Joseph, and the child in the place where the cattle had
their food. 17Andwhen they saw it, they gave them an account of the things
which had been said to them about the child. 18And all those to whose ears
it came were full of wonder at the things said by the keepers of the sheep.
19ButMarykeptall thesewords inherheart, andgavemuch thought to them.
20 Then the keepers of the sheep went back, giving glory and praise to God
for all the things which had come to their ears and which they had seen, as
it had been said to them. 21Andwhen, after eight days, the time came for his
circumcision, he was named Jesus, the name which the angel had given to
him before his birth. 22Andwhen the necessary days formaking them clean
by the law of Moses had come to an end, they took him to Jerusalem to give
him to the Lord 23 (As it says in the law of the Lord, Everymother's first male
child is to be holy to the Lord), 24And to make an offering, as it is ordered in
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the law of the Lord, of two doves or other young birds. 25And therewas then
in Jerusalem a man whose name was Simeon; and he was an upright man,
fearing God andwaiting for the comfort of Israel: and theHoly Spirit was on
him. 26Andhehadknowledge, through theHoly Spirit, that hewouldnot see
death till he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27And full of the Spirit he came into
the Temple; andwhen the father andmother came inwith the child Jesus, to
dowithhimwhatwasorderedby the law, 28Thenhe tookhiminhisarmsand
gave praise to God and said, 29Now you are letting your servant go in peace,
O Lord, as you have said; 30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31Which
you havemade ready before the face of all nations; 32A light of revelation to
theGentiles, and thegloryof yourpeople Israel. 33Andhis father andmother
were full of wonder at the things whichwere said about him. 34And Simeon
gave them his blessing and said to Mary, his mother, See, this child will be
the cause of the downfall and the lifting up of great numbers of people in
Israel, and he will be a sign against which hard words will be said; 35 (And
a sword will go through your heart;) so that the secret thoughts of menmay
come to light. 36And there was one, Anna, a woman prophet, the daughter
of Phanuel, of the family of Asher (shewas very old, and after seven years of
married life 37 She had been a widow for eighty-four years); she was in the
Temple at all times, worshippingwith prayers and goingwithout food, night
and day. 38And coming up at that time, she gave praise to God, talking of him
to all thosewhowerewaiting for the freeing of Jerusalem. 39Andwhen they
haddone all the thingswhichwere ordered by the lawof the Lord, theywent
back to Galilee, to Nazareth, the town where they were living. 40 And the
child became tall and strong and full ofwisdom, and the grace of Godwas on
him. 41And every year his father and mother went to Jerusalem at the feast
of the Passover. 42Andwhen he was twelve years old, they went up, as their
way was, to the feast; 43And when the days of the feast came to an end and
they were going back, the boy Jesus was still in Jerusalem, but they had no
knowledge of it: 44And in the belief that he was with some of their number,
they went a day's journey; and after looking for him among their relations
and friends, 45Andseeing thathewasnot there, theywentback to Jerusalem,
to make search for him. 46And after three days they came across him in the
Temple, seated among the wise men, giving ear to their words and putting
questions to them. 47And all towhose ears it camewere full of wonder at his
knowledge and the answers which he gave. 48And when they saw him they
were surprised, and his mother said to him, Son, why have you done this to
us? see, your father and I have been looking for you with sorrow. 49And he
said to them, Why were you looking for me? was it not clear to you that my
right place was in my Father's house? 50 And his words seemed strange to
them. 51And he went down with them and came to Nazareth; and did as he
was ordered: and his mother kept all these words in her heart. 52And Jesus
was increasing in wisdom and in years, and in grace before God andmen.

3
1 Now in the fifteenth year of the rule of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate

being ruler of Judaea, and Herod being king of Galilee, his brother Philip
king of the country of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias king of Abilene,
2When Annas and Caiaphas were high priests, the word of the Lord came
to John, the son of Zacharias, in the waste land. 3 And he came into all the
country round about Jordan, preaching baptism as a sign of forgiveness of
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sin for thosewhose heartswere changed. 4As it says in the book of thewords
of Isaiah the prophet, The voice of one crying in the waste land, Make ready
the way of the Lord, make his roads straight. 5 Every valley will be lifted
up, and all the mountains and hills made low, and the twisted will be made
straight, and the rough ways smooth; 6And all flesh will see the salvation of
God. 7Sohesaid to thepeoplewhowentout tohimforbaptism: Youoffspring
of snakes, at whose word are you going in flight from the wrath to come?
8Make clear by your acts that your hearts have been changed; anddonot say
to yourselves, We have Abraham for our father: for I say to you that God is
able from these stones tomake childrenofAbraham. 9Andevennow the axe
is put to the root of the trees; and every tree which does not have good fruit
will be cut downandput into thefire. 10And the people put questions to him,
saying, What have we to do? 11 And he made answer and said to them, He
whohas two coats, let himgive to himwhohas not even one; andhewhohas
food, let him do the same. 12Then tax-farmers came to him for baptism and
said to him,Master, what havewe to do? 13And he said to them, Do notmake
anattempt to getmoremoney than the right amount. 14Andmenof the army
put questions to him, saying, And what have we to do? And he said to them,
Do no violent acts to any man, and do not take anything without right, and
let your payment be enough for you. 15And while the people were waiting,
and all menwere questioning in their hearts about John, if hewas the Christ
or not, 16 John made answer, saying to them all, Truly, I give you baptism
with water, but one is coming who is greater than I, whose shoes I am not
good enough to undo: hewill give youbaptismwith theHoly Spirit, andwith
fire: 17 In whose hand is the instrument with which he will make clean his
grain; he will put the good grain in his store, but the waste will be burned in
the fire which will never be put out. 18And so comforting them with these
and otherwords, he gave the good news to the people; 19But Herod the king,
because John hadmade a protest on account of Herodias, his brother's wife,
and other evil things which Herod had done, 20 Did this most evil thing of
all, and had John shut up in prison. 21Now it came about that when all the
people had been given baptism, Jesus, having had baptism with them, was
in prayer, when, the heaven being open, 22The Holy Spirit came down in the
form of a dove, and a voice came from heaven, saying, You are my dearly
loved Son, with whom I amwell pleased. 23And Jesus at this time was about
thirty years old, being the son (as it seemed) of Joseph, the son of Heli, 24The
son ofMatthat, the son of Levi, the son ofMelchi, the son of Jannai, the son of
Joseph, 25The son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son
of Esli, the son of Naggai, 26The son of Maath, the son of Mattathias, the son
of Semein, the son of Josech, the son of Joda, 27The son of Joanan, the son of
Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri, 28The son
of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of Elmadam, the son of
Er, 29The son of Jesus, the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat,
the son of Levi, 30The son of Symeon, the son of Judas, the son of Joseph, the
son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, 31 The son of Melea, the son of Menna, the
son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the son of David, 32 The son of Jesse, the
son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon, 33 The
son of Amminadab, the son of Arni, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the
son of Judah, 34 The son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the
son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 The son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son
of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, 36 The son of Cainan, the son of
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Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 The son
of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, the
son of Cainan, 38The son of Enos, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of
God.

4
1 And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, came back from the Jordan, and was

guided by the Spirit in the waste land 2 For forty days, being tested by the
Evil One. And he had no food in those days; and when they came to an end,
he was in need of food. 3And the Evil One said to him, If you are the Son of
God, give orders to this stone to become bread. 4And Jesus made answer to
him, It has been said in the Writings, Bread is not man's only need. 5 And
he took him up and let him see all the kingdoms of the earth in a minute of
time. 6 And the Evil One said, I will give you authority over all these, and
the glory of them, for it has been given to me, and I give it to anyone at my
pleasure. 7 If then you will give worship to me, it will all be yours. 8 And
Jesus in answer said to him, It has been said in theWritings, Giveworship to
the Lord your God, and be his servant only. 9And he took him to Jerusalem
and put him on the highest point of the Temple and said to him, If you are
the Son of God, let yourself go down from here; for it is said in theWritings,
10He will give his angels orders to take care of you: 11 And, In their hands
they will keep you up, so that your foot may not be crushed against a stone.
12 And Jesus made answer and said to him, It is said in the Writings, You
may not put the Lord your God to the test. 13And when all these tests were
ended the Evil One went away from him for a time. 14And Jesus came back
to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and the news of him went through all
the country round about. 15And hewas teaching in their Synagogues and all
men gave him praise. 16And he came to Nazareth, where he had been as a
child, and he went, as his way was, into the Synagogue on the Sabbath, and
got up to give a reading. 17And the book of the prophet Isaiah was given to
himand, opening thebook, he cameon theplacewhere it is said, 18The Spirit
of the Lord is on me, because I am marked out by him to give good news
to the poor; he has sent me to make well those who are broken-hearted; to
say that the prisoners will be let go, and the blind will see, and to make the
wounded free from their chains, 19 To give knowledge that the year of the
Lord's good pleasure is come. 20And shutting the book he gave it back to the
servant and took his seat: and the eyes of all in the Synagoguewere fixed on
him. 21Then he said to them, Today thisword has come true in your hearing.
22And theywere all givingwitness,withwonder, to thewords of gracewhich
came from his mouth: and they said, Is not this the son of Joseph? 23And he
said to them, Without doubt you will say to me, Let the medical man make
himself well: the things which to our knowledge were done at Capernaum,
do them here in your country. 24 And he said to them, Truly I say to you,
No prophet is honoured in his country. 25 Truly I say to you, There were a
number of widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heaven was shut
up for three years and six months and there was no food in the land; 26But
Elijahwasnot sent to oneof them, but only to Zarephath, in the landof Sidon,
to awomanwhowas awidow. 27And therewere anumber of lepers in Israel
in the time of Elisha the prophet, and not one of them was made clean, but
only Naaman the Syrian. 28 And all who were in the Synagogue were very
angry when these things were said to them. 29And they got up and took him
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out of the town to the edge of themountain onwhich their townwas, so that
they might send him down to his death. 30 But he came through them and
went on his way. 31And he came down to Capernaum, a town of Galilee; and
he was giving them teaching on the Sabbath. 32And they were surprised at
his teaching, for his word was with authority. 33 And there was a man in
the Synagogue who had an unclean spirit; and he gave a loud cry and said,
34Let us be! what havewe to dowith you, Jesus of Nazareth? have you come
to put an end to us? I have knowledge who you are, the Holy One of God.
35And Jesus said to him, Be quiet, and come out of him. And when the evil
spirit had put him down on the earth in the middle of them, he came out of
him, having done himno damage. 36Andwonder came on them all and they
said to one another,What are these words? for with authority and power he
gives orders to the evil spirits and they come out. 37And therewasmuch talk
about him in all the places round about. 38And he got up andwent out of the
Synagogueandwent into thehouseof Simon. AndSimon'swife'smotherwas
very illwith aburningheat; and in answer to their prayers for her 39Hewent
near her, and with a sharp word he gave orders to the disease and it went
away from her; and straight away she got up and took care of their needs.
40And at sundown all thosewho had anyone ill with any sort of disease, took
them tohim, andheput his hands on every one of themandmade themwell.
41And evil spirits came out of a number of them, crying out and saying, You
are the Son of God. But he gave them sharp orders not to say aword, because
they had knowledge that he was the Christ. 42Andwhen it was day, he came
out and went to a waste place; and great numbers of people came looking
for him, and they came to him and would have kept him from going away.
43But he said to them, I have to give the good news of the kingdom of God in
other towns, because that is why I was sent. 44 And he was teaching in the
Synagogues of Galilee.

5
1Now it came about that while the people came pushing to be near him,

and to have knowledge of theword of God, hewas by awide stretch ofwater
named Gennesaret; 2And he saw two boats by the edge of the water, but the
fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3And he got
into one of the boats, the property of Simon, andmade a request to him to go
a little way out from the land. And being seated he gave the people teaching
from the boat. 4And when his talk was ended, he said to Simon, Go out into
deep water, and let down your nets for fish. 5 And Simon, answering, said,
Master, we were working all night and we took nothing: but at your word I
will let down the nets. 6And when they had done this, they got such a great
number of fish that it seemed as if their nets would be broken; 7 And they
made signs to their friends in the other boat to come to their help. And they
came, and the twoboatswere so full that theywere going down. 8But Simon,
when he saw it, went down at the knees of Jesus and said, Go away fromme,
O Lord, for I am a sinner. 9 For he was full of wonder and so were all those
who were with him, at the number of fish which they had taken; 10And so
were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were working with Simon.
And Jesus said to Simon, Have no fear; from this time forward you will be
a fisher of men. 11And when they had got their boats to the land, they gave
up everything and went after him. 12 And it came about that while he was
in one of the towns, there was a leper there: andwhen he saw Jesus hewent
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down on his face in prayer to him, saying, Lord, if it is your pleasure, you
have power to make me clean. 13And he put out his hand to him and said,
It is my pleasure; be clean. And straight away his disease went from him.
14 And he gave him orders: Say nothing to any man, but let the priest see
you and give an offering so that youmay bemade clean, as the law of Moses
says, and for a witness to them. 15But news of him went out all the more, in
every direction, and great numbers of people came together to give hearing
to his words and to be made well from their diseases. 16 But he went away
by himself to a waste place for prayer. 17 And it came about that on one of
thesedayshewas teaching; and somePharisees and teachers of the lawwere
seated there,whohad come fromevery townofGalilee and Judaea and from
Jerusalem; and the power of the Lordwaswith him, tomake thosewhowere
ill free from their diseases. 18And somemen hadwith them, on a bed, aman
whowas ill, without power ofmoving; and theymade attempts to get him in
and put him before Jesus. 19 And because of the mass of people, there was
no way to get him in; so they went up on the top of the house and let him
down through the roof, on his bed, into the middle in front of Jesus. 20And
seeing their faith he said,Man, youhave forgiveness for your sins. 21And the
scribes and Pharisees were having an argument, saying, Who is this, who
has no respect for God? who is able to give forgiveness for sins, but God
only? 22But Jesus, who had knowledge of their thoughts, said to them, Why
are you reasoning in your hearts? 23Which is the simpler: to say, You have
forgiveness for your sins; or to say, Get up and go? 24But so that youmay see
that onearth theSonofmanhasauthority for the forgiveness of sins, (he said
to themanwhowas ill,) I say to you, Get up, and takeupyourbed, and go into
your house. 25And straight away he got up before them, and took up his bed
and went away to his house giving praise to God. 26And wonder overcame
them all, and they gave glory to God; and they were full of fear, saying, We
have seen strange things today. 27 And after these things he went out, and
saw Levi, a tax-farmer, seated at the place where taxes were taken, and said
to him, Come after me. 28 And giving up his business, he got up and went
after him. 29And Levi made a great feast for him in his house: and a great
number of tax-farmers and others were seated at table with them. 30 And
the Pharisees and their scribes made protests against his disciples, saying,
Why do you take food and drinkwith tax-farmers and sinners? 31And Jesus,
answering, said to them, Thosewho arewell have no need of amedicalman,
but thosewhoare ill. 32 I havecome, not toget theupright, but sinners, so that
they may be turned from their sins. 33And they said to him, The disciples of
John frequently go without food, and make prayers, and so do the disciples
of the Pharisees; but your disciples take food and drink. 34 And Jesus said,
Are you able to make the friends of the newly-marriedman go without food
when he is with them? 35But the dayswill comewhen hewill be taken away
from them, and then they will go without food. 36And he said to them, in a
story, No man takes a bit of cloth from a new coat and puts it on to an old
coat, for so the new coat would be damaged and the bit from the newwould
not go well with the old. 37And no man puts new wine into old wine-skins,
for fear that the skins will be burst by the newwine, and the wine be let out,
and the skins come to destruction. 38 But new wine has to be put into new
wine-skins. 39And noman, having had old wine, has any desire for new, for
he says, The old is better.
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6
1Now it came about that on the Sabbath hewas going through the fields of

grain, and his disciples took the heads of the grain for food, crushing them
in their hands. 2 But some of the Pharisees said, Why do you do what it is
not right to do on the Sabbath? 3 And Jesus said, Have you not seen in the
Writings what David did when he was in need of food, he, and those who
were with him; 4How he went into the house of God and took for food the
holy bread, which only the priests may take, and gave it to those who were
with him? 5And he said, The Son of man is lord even of the Sabbath. 6And it
came about, on another Sabbath, that he went into the Synagogue and was
teaching there. And a man was there whose right hand was dead. 7And the
scribes and Pharisees were watching him to see if he would make him well
on the Sabbath, so that theymight be able to say something against him. 8But
he had knowledge of their thoughts; and he said to themanwhose handwas
dead, Get up and come into the middle. And he got up and came forward.
9And Jesus said, I put the question to you, Is it right to do goodon the Sabbath
or to do evil? to give life or to take it away? 10 And looking round on all of
them, he said to him, Put out your hand. And he did so: and his hand was
made well. 11 But they were full of wrath, and were talking together about
what theymight do to Jesus. 12And it came about in those days that he went
out to themountain for prayer; and hewas all night in prayer to God. 13And
the day came and, turning to his disciples, he made a selection from among
them of twelve, to whom he gave the name of Apostles; 14 Simon, to whom
he gave the name of Peter, and Andrew, his brother, and James and John
and Philip and Bartholomew 15 And Matthew and Thomas and James, the
son of Alphaeus, and Simon, who was named the Zealot, 16 And Judas, the
son of James, and Judas Iscariot, he who was false to him. 17 And he came
downwith them to a level place, and a great band of his disciples, and a very
great number of people from all Judaea and Jerusalem and from the parts
of Tyre and Sidon by the sea, came to give hearing to him, and to be made
well fromtheirdiseases; 18Andthosewhowere troubledwithuncleanspirits
weremadewell. 19Andall thepeopleweredesiring to be touchedbyhim, for
power came fromhim andmade them all well. 20And turning his eyes to his
disciples he said, Happy are you who are poor: for the kingdom of God is
yours. 21Happy are you who are in need of food now: for you will be made
full. Happy are you who are weeping now; for you will be glad. 22Happy
are you, when men have hate for you, and put you away from among them
and say angry words to you, turning away in disgust at your name, because
of the Son of man. 23 Be glad in that day, and be lifted up for joy, for your
reward in heaven will be great: for their fathers did these same things to
the prophets. 24 But unhappy are you who have wealth: for you have been
comforted now. 25Unhappy are you who are full of food now: for you will
be in need. Unhappy are you who are laughing now: for you will be crying
in sorrow. 26Unhappy are you when all men give you their approval: for so
their fathers did to the false prophets. 27But I say to you who give ear to me,
Have love for those who are against you, do good to those who have hate for
you, 28Give blessing to those who give you curses, say prayers for those who
are cruel to you. 29 If aman gives you a blowonone side of your face, then let
the other side be turned to him; from himwho takes away your coat, do not
keep back your robe. 30Give to everyone who comes with a request, and if a
man takes away your property, make no attempt to get it back again. 31Do to
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others as you would have them do to you. 32 If you have love for those who
have love for you, what credit is it to you? for even sinners have love for
those who have love for them. 33And if you do good to those who do good to
you, what credit is it to you? for even sinners do the same. 34And if you let
those have the use of your money, fromwhom you are hoping to get it back,
what credit is it to you? even sinners do so to sinners, hoping to get back as
much as they gave. 35But be loving to thosewhoare against you anddo them
good, and give them your money, not giving up hope, and your reward will
be great and youwill be the sons of theMost High: for he is kind to evil men,
and to those who have hard hearts. 36 Be full of pity, even as your Father is
full of pity. 37Be not judges of others, and youwill not be judged: do not give
punishment to others, and you will not get punishment yourselves: make
others free, and you will be made free: 38 Give, and it will be given to you;
good measure, crushed down, full and running over, they will give to you.
For in the samemeasure as you give, it will be given to you again. 39And he
gave them teaching in the form of a story, saying, Is it possible for one blind
man to be guide to another? will they not go falling together into a hole?
40 The disciple is not greater than his master, but everyone whose learning
is complete will be like his master. 41And why do you take note of the grain
of dust in your brother's eye, but take no note of the bit of wood which is in
your eye? 42Howwill you say to your brother, Brother, let me take the grain
of dust out of your eye, when you yourself do not see the bit of wood in your
eye? O false one! first take the wood out of your eye and then you will see
clearly to take thedust out of yourbrother's eye. 43Forno good tree gives bad
fruit, and no bad tree gives good fruit. 44For every tree is judged by its fruit.
Men do not get figs from thorns, or grapes from blackberry plants. 45 The
good man, out of the good store of his heart, gives good things; and the evil
man, out of his evil store, gives evil: for out of the full store of the heart come
the words of the mouth. 46Why do you say to me, Lord, Lord, and do not the
things which I say? 47Everyonewho comes tome and gives ear tomywords
and does them, I will make clear to you what he is like: 48He is like a man
building a house, who went deep and put the base of it on a rock; and when
the water came up and the river was driving against that house, it was not
moved, because the buildingwas good. 49But hewho gives hearing, without
doing, is like a man building a house on the earth without a base for it; and
when the force of the river came against it, straight away it came down; and
the destruction of that house was great.

7
1After he had come to the end of all his words in the hearing of the people,

he went into Capernaum. 2 And a certain captain had a servant who was
very dear to him; this servant was ill and near to death. 3 And when news
of Jesus came to his ears, he sent to him rulers of the Jews, requesting that
he would come and make his servant well. 4 And they, when they came to
Jesus, made their request warmly, saying, 5 It is right for you to do this for
him, becausehe is a friend to ournation, andhimself has put upa Synagogue
for us. 6And Jesuswentwith them. Andwhenhewas not far from the house,
the man sent friends to him, saying, Lord, do not give yourself trouble: for
I am not important enough for you to come into my house: 7And I had the
feeling that I was not even good enough to come to you: but say the word
only, andmy servant will be well. 8For I, myself, am aman under authority,
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havingmen underme; and I say to this one, Go, and he goes; and to another,
Come, and he comes; and to my servant, Do this, and he does it. 9And when
these things were said to Jesus, he was surprised, and, turning to the mass
of people coming after him, said, I have not seen such great faith, no, not in
Israel. 10 And when those who were sent came back to the house they saw
that the servant was well. 11 And it came about, after a little time, that he
went to a town named Nain; and his disciples went with him, and a great
number of people. 12Now when he came near the door of the town, a dead
manwas being taken out, the only son of his mother, whowas a widow: and
a great number of people from the townwerewithher. 13Andwhen theLord
saw her, he had pity on her and said to her, Be not sad. 14And he came near,
and put his hand on the stretcher where the dead man was: and those who
were moving it came to a stop. And he said, Youngman, I say to you, Get up.
15And the deadman got up, andwords came from his lips. And he gave him
to his mother. 16And fear came on all, and they gave praise to God, saying, A
great prophet is among us: and, God has given thought to his people. 17And
this story about him went through all Judaea and the places round about.
18And the disciples of John gave him an account of all these things. 19 Then
John sent two of his disciples to the Lord, saying, Are you he who is to come,
or are we waiting for another? 20And when the men came to him they said,
John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, Are you he who is to come, or
are we waiting for another? 21 At that time, he made a number of people
free from their diseases and their pains, and from evil spirits; and to others
who were blind he gave back the use of their eyes. 22And answering them
he said, Go back and give news to John ofwhat you have seen, and the things
which have come to your ears; the blindnow see, thosewhohadnopower in
their legs arewalking, lepers aremade clean, thosewhohadnohearing now
have theirearsopen, deadmencometo lifeagain, and thepoorhave thegood
newsgiven to them. 23Andablessingwill beonhimwhohasnodoubts about
me. 24And when the men who were sent by John had gone away, he said to
the people, about John, What did you go out into the waste land to see? a
tall stemmoving in thewind? 25Butwhat did you go out to see? aman in soft
clothing? Seenow, thosewhohavebeautiful clothinganddelicate foodare in
kings' houses. 26But what did you go out to see? a prophet? Yes, I say to you,
andmore thanaprophet. 27This isheofwhomithasbeensaid, See, I sendmy
servant before your face, whowill make ready your way before you. 28 I say
toyou,Amongall the sonsofwomen,notone is greater than John: buthewho
is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he. 29 (And all the people, and
the tax-farmers, towhomJohnhadgivenbaptism,when theyhadknowledge
of these things, gave glory to God. 30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of
the law were against the purpose of God for themselves, not having had his
baptism.) 31What comparison am I to make of the men of this generation?
what are they like? 32 They are like children who are seated in the market-
place, crying out to one another, and saying,Wemademusic for you, but you
did not take part in the dance; we gave cries of sorrow, but youwere not sad.
33For John the Baptist came, taking no food or drink, and you say, He has an
evil spirit. 34 The Son of man came feasting, and you say, Here is a lover of
food and wine, a friend of tax-farmers and sinners. 35But wisdom is judged
to be right by all her children. 36 And one of the Pharisees made a request
that he would take a meal with him. And he went into the Pharisee's house
and took his seat at the table. 37 And there was a woman in the town who



Luke 7:38 989 Luke 8:14

was a sinner; and when she had news that he was a guest in the Pharisee's
house, she took a bottle of perfume, 38Andwent in and took her place at the
back of him, near his feet, weeping, so that his feet were washed with the
drops from her eyes, and with her hair she made them dry, and kissing his
feet she put the perfume on them. 39Nowwhen the Pharisee inwhose house
he was saw it, he said to himself, This man, if he was a prophet, would be
consciouswhat sort ofwoman this iswho has put her hands on him, that she
is a sinner. 40And Jesus, answering, said, Simon, I have something to say to
you. And he said, Master, say on. 41And he said, Two men were in debt to a
certainmanof business: one had adebt of five hundredpence, and the other
offifty. 42When theywereunable tomakepayment, hemade the twoof them
free of their debts. Which of them, now, will have the greater love for him?
43 Simon, in answer, said, It seems he whose debt was greater. And he said,
Your decision is right. 44And turning to thewoman he said to Simon, You see
this woman? I came into your house; you did not give me water for my feet:
but she has been washing my feet with the drops from her eyes, and drying
themwithher hair. 45Youdidnot givemeakiss: but she, from the timewhen
I came in, has gone on kissing my feet. 46You put no oil on my head: but she
has put perfume onmy feet. 47And so I say to you, She will have forgiveness
for her sinswhich are great in number, because of her great love: but hewho
has small need of forgiveness gives little love. 48And he said to her, You have
forgiveness for your sins. 49 And those who were seated at table with him
said to themselves,Who is this who even gives forgiveness of sins? 50And he
said to the woman, By your faith you have salvation; go in peace.

8
1 And it came about, after a short time, that he went through town and

country giving the good news of the kingdom of God, and with him were
the twelve, 2And certain women who had been made free from evil spirits
and diseases, Mary named Magdalene, from whom seven evil spirits had
gone out, 3And Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's chief house-servant, and
Susanna and anumber of others, who gave himof theirwealth for his needs.
4 And when a great number of people came together, and men from every
townwent out to him, he gave them teaching in the form of a story: 5Aman
went out to put in seed, and while he was doing it, some was dropped by
the wayside and it was crushed under foot, and was taken by the birds of
heaven. 6 And some went on the rock, and when it came up it became dry
and dead because it had no water. 7And some went among thorns, and the
thorns came up with it and it had no room for growth. 8 And some falling
on good earth, came up and gave fruit a hundred times as much. And with
these words he said in a loud voice, He who has ears, let him give ear. 9And
his disciples put questions to him about the point of the story. 10And he said,
To you is given knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God; but to the
others, they are given in stories, so that seeing, theymay not see, and though
they give hearing, the sensewill not be clear to them. 11Now this is the point
of the story: The seed is the word of God. 12Those by the side of the road are
those who have given hearing; then the Evil One comes and takes away the
word from their hearts, so that they may not have faith and get salvation.
13 And those on the rock are those who with joy give hearing to the word;
but having no root, they have faith for a time, and when the test comes they
give up. 14 And those which went among thorns are those who have given
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hearing, and go on theirway, but they are overcomeby cares andwealth and
the pleasures of life, and they give no fruit. 15And those in the good earth are
those who, having given ear to the word, keep it with a good and true heart,
and in quiet strength give fruit. 16No man, when the light is lighted, puts a
cover over it, or puts it under a bed, but he puts it on its table, so that those
whocome inmay see the light. 17Fornothing is put out of viewwhichwill not
bemade clear, and nothing is secret ofwhich the knowledgewill not come to
light. 18 So take care how you give hearing, for to himwho has will be given,
and from himwho has not will be taken evenwhat he seems to have. 19And
his mother and his brothers came to him, and they were not able to get near
himbecauseof the greatnumberof people. 20Andsomeone said tohim, Your
mother and your brothers are outside desiring to see you. 21 But he said to
them in answer,Mymother andmy brothers are thosewho have knowledge
of the word of God and do it. 22Now it came about on one of those days that
he got into a boat with his disciples; and he said to them, Let us go over to
the other side of thewater: and they put out the boat. 23But while theywere
sailing he went to sleep: and a storm of wind came down on the sea, and
the boat became full of water and they were in danger. 24Then they came to
him and, awaking him out of his sleep, said, Master, Master, destruction is
near. And he, when he was awake, gave orders to the wind and the rolling
waves, and the storm came to an end, and all was calm. 25 And he said to
them, Where is your faith? And fear and wonder overcame them, and they
said to one another,Who then is this, who gives orders even to thewinds and
the water and they do what he says? 26And they came to the country of the
Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27And when he had come to the land,
there came to him a certainman from the townwho had evil spirits; and for
a long time he had had no clothing on, and was not living in a house but in
the place of the dead. 28Andwhen he saw Jesus, he gave a loud cry andwent
downon the earthbeforehimand ina loudvoice said,Whathave I todowith
you, Jesus, Son of theMostHighGod? Donot be cruel tome. 29For he gave an
order to the evil spirit to come out of the man. For frequently it would take
a grip of him: and he was kept under control, and prisoned with chains; but
parting the chains in two, he would be sent by the driving of the evil spirit
into waste places. 30 And Jesus said to him, What is your name? And he
said, Legion; for a number of spirits had gone into him. 31 And they made
a request to him that he would not give them an order to go away into the
deep. 32Now there was a great herd of pigs in that place, getting food on the
mountain: and the evil spirits made a request to him that he would let them
go into the pigs, and he let them. 33And the evil spirits came out of the man
and went into the pigs: and the herd went rushing down a sharp slope into
the water and came to destruction. 34And when the men who took care of
them sawwhat had come about, theywent quickly and gave news of it in the
town and the country. 35And theywent out to seewhat had taken place, and
they came to Jesus and saw the man out of whom the evil spirits had gone,
seated, clothed and with full use of his senses, at the feet of Jesus; and fear
came on them. 36And those who had seen it gave them an account of how
the man who had the evil spirits was made well. 37And all the people of the
country of the Gerasenes made a request to him to go away from them; for
theywere in great fear: and he got into a boat andwent back. 38But theman
fromwhomtheevil spiritshadgoneouthadagreatdesire tobewithhim, but
he sent him away, saying, 39Go back to your house and let them have news
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of all the great thingswhich God has done for you. And hewent away, giving
word through all the town of the great things which Jesus had done for him.
40Andwhen Jesus went back, the people were glad to see him, for theywere
all waiting for him. 41Then there came amannamed Jairus, whowas a ruler
in theSynagogue: andhewentdownat the feet of Jesus, desiringhimto come
to his house; 42For he had an only daughter, about twelve years old, and she
was near to death. But while he was on his way, the people were pushing to
be near him. 43And awoman, who had had a flow of blood for twelve years,
and had given all her money to medical men, and not one of them was able
tomake herwell, 44Came after himand put her hand on the edge of his robe,
and straight away the flowing of her blood was stopped. 45 And Jesus said,
Whowas touchingme? Andwhen theyall said, It isnot I, Peterand thosewho
werewith him said, Master, the people are pushing round you on every side.
46But Jesus said, Someonewas touchingme, for I had the feeling that power
had gone out from me. 47And when the woman saw that she was not able
to keep it secret, she came, shaking with fear, and falling down before him
she made clear before all the people the reason for her touching him, and
how she was made well straight away. 48And he said to her, Daughter, your
faith has made you well; go in peace. 49While he was still talking, someone
came from the house of the ruler of the Synagogue, saying, Your daughter is
dead; do not go on troubling the Master. 50 But Jesus at these words said to
him, Have no fear, only have faith, and she will be made well. 51And when
he came to the house he did not let any man go in with him, but only Peter
and John and James, and the father of the girl and her mother. 52And all the
peoplewereweeping and crying for her; but he said, Do not be sad, for she is
not dead, but sleeping. 53And they were laughing at him, being certain that
she was dead. 54But he, taking her hand, said to her, My child, get up. 55And
her spirit came back to her and she got up straight away: and he gave orders
that food was to be given to her. 56And her father and mother were full of
wonder, but he gave orders to them to say nothing about it to anyone.

9
1And getting the twelve together, he gave them power and authority over

all evil spirits and over diseases, to make themwell. 2And he sent them out
to be preachers of the kingdom of God, and to make well those who were
ill. 3And he said to them, Take nothing for your journey, no stick or bag or
bread or money, and do not take two coats. 4And if you go into a house, let
that house be your resting-place till you go away. 5And if any peoplewill not
take you in, when you go away from that town, put off its dust fromyour feet
for awitness against them. 6And theywent away, journeying through all the
towns, preaching the good news andmaking people free fromdiseases in all
places. 7 Now Herod the king had news of all these things: and he was in
doubt, because it was said by some people that John had come back from the
dead; 8And by some, that Elijah had come; and by others, that one of the old
prophetshadcomeback to life. 9AndHerodsaid, I put John todeath: butwho
is this, ofwhom such stories are given tome? And he had a desire to see him.
10And the twelve, when they came back, gave him an account of what they
had done. And he took them with him and went away from the people to a
town named Beth-saida. 11But the people, getting news of it, went after him:
and he was pleased to see them, and gave them teaching about the kingdom
of God, andmade those well who were in need of it. 12And the day went on;
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and the twelve came to him and said, Send these people away so that they
may go into the towns and the country round about and get resting-places
and food for themselves, for we are in a waste place. 13 But he said, Give
them food yourselves. And they said, We have only five cakes of bread and
two fishes, if we do not go and get food for all these people. 14For therewere
about five thousand men. And he said to his disciples, Make them be seated
in groups, about fifty to a group. 15 And they did so, and made them all be
seated. 16And he took the five cakes of bread and the two fishes and, looking
up to heaven, he said words of blessing over them, and when they had been
broken, hegave themto thedisciples togive to thepeople. 17And theyall took
the food and had enough; and they took up of the broken bits which were
over, twelve baskets full. 18And it came about thatwhen hewas in prayer, by
himself, and the disciples were with him, he put a question to them, saying,
Who do the people say I am? 19And they, answering, said, John the Baptist;
but others say Elijah; and others, that one of the old prophets has come back.
20Andhe said, Butwho do you say that I am? And Peter, answering, said, The
Christ of God. 21But he gave them special orders, not to say this to anyman;
22 Saying, The Son of man will undergo much and be put on one side by the
rulers and the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and be put to death,
andon the thirddayhewill comeback to life. 23Andhe said to themall, If any
man has a desire to come after me, let him give up all, and take up his cross
every day, and comeafterme. 24Forwhoever has a desire to keephis lifewill
have it taken fromhim, butwhoever givesuphis life becauseofme,will keep
it. 25 For what profit will a man have if he gets all the world, but undergoes
loss or destruction himself? 26For if anyman has a feeling of shame because
of me or of mywords, the Son of manwill have shame because of himwhen
he comes inhis glory and the glory of the Father andof the holy angels. 27But
truly I say to you, Some of thosewho are here nowwill have no taste of death
till they see the kingdom of God. 28 And about eight days after he had said
these things, he tookPeter and Johnand Jameswithhimandwentup into the
mountain forprayer. 29Andwhilehewas inprayer, his facewas changedand
his clothing became white and shining. 30 And two men, Moses and Elijah,
were talking with him; 31Who were seen in glory and were talking of his
death which was about to take place in Jerusalem. 32Now Peter and those
who were with him were overcome with sleep: but when they were fully
awake, they sawhis glory and the twomenwhowerewith him. 33Andwhen
they were about to go away from him, Peter said to Jesus, Master, it is good
for us to be here; let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and
one for Elijah: having no knowledge of what he was saying. 34And while he
said these things, the shade of a cloud came over them, and theywere full of
fear when they went into the cloud. 35And there was a voice from the cloud
saying, This is my Son, the man of my selection; give ear to him. 36And after
the voice was gone they saw that Jesus was by himself. And they kept quiet,
and said nothing at that time to anyone of the things which they had seen.
37 And on the day after, when they came down from the mountain, a great
band of people came to him. 38 And a man from among them, crying out,
said, Master, I make a request to you, give a thought to my son, for he is my
only child: 39And see, a spirit takes him, and suddenly he gives a cry, twisted
in pain and streaming at the lips, andwhen it goes away from him at last, he
is marked as from blows. 40And I made a request to your disciples to send
it out of him, but they were not able to do it. 41And Jesus said, O generation
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without faith and false in heart, how long will I have to be with you and put
up with you? let your son come here. 42And while he was coming, he was
pushed violently down and twisted by the evil spirit. But Jesus gave sharp
orders to the unclean spirit, and made the boy well, and gave him back to
his father. 43 And they were full of wonder at the great power of God. But
while they were all wondering at all the things which he did, he said to his
disciples, 44 Let these words go deep into your ears, for the Son of man will
be given up into the hands of men. 45 But this saying was not clear to them
and its sense was kept secret from them so that they were not able to see it:
and they had fear of questioning him about it. 46Now therewas a discussion
among them about which of them would be the greatest. 47But when Jesus
saw the reasoning of their hearts, he took a small child and put him by his
side, 48 And said to them, Whoever gives honour to this child in my name,
gives honour to me: and whoever gives honour to me, gives honour to him
who sent me: for whoever is least among you all, that man is great. 49And
John, answering, said, Master, we saw a man driving out evil spirits in your
name, andwe did not let him do it, because hewas not one of us. 50But Jesus
said to him, Let him do it, for he who is not against you is for you. 51And it
came about that when the days were near for him to be taken up, his face
was turned to go to Jerusalem, 52 And he sent men before: and they came
to a small town of Samaria to make ready for him. 53 But they would not
have him there, because he was clearly going to Jerusalem. 54And when his
disciples, James and John, saw this, they said, Lord, may we send fire from
heaven and put an end to them? 55 But turning round he said sharp words
to them. 56 And they went to another small town. 57 And when they were
on the way, a certain man said to him, I will come after you wherever you
go. 58And Jesus said to him, Foxes have holes and the birds of the air have
resting-places, but the Son of man has nowhere to put his head. 59 And he
said to another, Come after me. But he said, Lord, let me first go and give the
last honours tomy father. 60But he said to him, Let the dead take care of their
dead; it is for you to go and give news of the kingdom of God. 61And another
man said, I will come with you, Lord, but first let me say a last good-day to
those who are atmy house. 62But Jesus said, Noman, having put his hand to
the plough and looking back, is good enough for the kingdom of God.

10
1 Now after these things, the Lord made selection of seventy others and

sent them before him, two together, into every town and place where he
himself was about to come. 2And he said to them, There ismuch grain ready
to be cut, but not enough workers: so make prayer to the Lord of the grain-
fields that he will send workers to get in the grain. 3Go on your way: see, I
send you out like lambs among wolves. 4Take no bag for money or for food,
and no shoes; say no word to any man on the way. 5And whenever you go
into a house, first say, Peace be to this house. 6And if a son of peace is there,
your peace will be with him: but if not, it will come back to you again. 7And
keep in that same house, taking what food and drink they give you: for the
worker has a right to his reward. Do not go from house to house. 8And into
whatever townyougo, if they take you in, takewhatever food is given to you:
9Andmake well those in it who are ill and say to them, The kingdom of God
is near to you. 10But if you go into a town where they will not have you, go
out into the streets of it and say, 11 Even the dust of your town, which is on



Luke 10:12 994 Luke 10:40

our feet, we put off as a witness against you; but be certain of this, that the
kingdom of God is near. 12 I say to you, It will be better in that day for Sodom
than for that town. 13A curse is on you, Chorazin! A curse is on you, Beth-
saida! For if such works of power had been done in Tyre and Sidon as have
been done in you, theywould have been turned from their sins, in days gone
by, seated in the dust. 14 But it will be better for Tyre and Sidon, in the day
of judging, than for you. 15And you, Capernaum, were you not lifted up to
heaven? you will go down to hell. 16Whoever gives ear to you, gives ear to
me; and whoever is against you, is against me; and whoever is against me,
is against him who sent me. 17And the seventy came back with joy, saying,
Lord, even the evil spirits are under our power in your name. 18And he said,
I was watching for Satan, falling from heaven like a star. 19 See, I have given
youpower toputyour feetonsnakesandevil beasts, andoverall the strength
of himwho is against you: andnothingwill do youdamage. 20Donot be glad,
however, because you have power over spirits, but because your names are
recorded in heaven. 21 In that same hour he was full of joy in the Holy Spirit
and said, I give praise to you, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because
youhave kept these things secret from thewise and themenof learning, and
have made them clear to little children: for so, O Father, it was pleasing in
your eyes. 22All things have been given to me bymy Father: and no one has
knowledgeof theSon, but only theFather: andof theFather, but only theSon,
and he towhom the Sonwillmake it clear. 23And, turning to the disciples, he
said privately, Happy are the eyeswhich see the things you see: 24For I say to
you that numbers of prophets and kings have had a desire to see the things
which you see, and have not seen them, and to have knowledge of the things
whichhave come to your ears, and theyhad it not. 25Anda certain teacher of
the lawgotupandputhim to the test, saying,Master,whathave I todo so that
Imay have eternal life? 26And he said to him,What does the law say, in your
reading of it? 27 And he, answering, said, Have love for the Lord your God
with all your heart andwith all your soul andwith all your strength andwith
all your mind; and for your neighbour as for yourself. 28 And he said, You
have given the right answer: do this andyouwill have life. 29But he, desiring
to put himself in the right, said to Jesus, And who is my neighbour? 30And
Jesus, answering him, said, A certain man was going down from Jerusalem
to Jericho, and he got into the hands of thieves, who took his clothing and
gave him cruel blows, and when they went away, he was half dead. 31And
by chance a certain priest was going down that way: and when he saw him,
hewent by on the other side. 32And in the sameway, a Levite, when he came
to the place and saw him, went by on the other side. 33But a certain man of
Samaria, journeying thatway, camewhere hewas, andwhenhe sawhim, he
was moved with pity for him, 34And came to him and put clean linen round
hiswounds, with oil andwine; and he put him on his beast and took him to a
houseand tookcareofhim. 35And thedayafterhe took twopenniesandgave
them to the owner of the house and said, Take care of him; and if thismoney
is not enough, when I come again I will give you whatever more is needed.
36Which of these threemen, in your opinion, was neighbour to themanwho
came into the hands of thieves? 37And he said, The one who had mercy on
him. And Jesus said, Go and do the same. 38Now, while they were on their
way, he came to a certain town; and a woman named Martha took him into
her house. 39And she had a sister, by name Mary, who took her seat at the
Lord's feet and gave attention to his words. 40ButMartha had her hands full
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of the work of the house, and she came to him and said, Lord, is it nothing to
you thatmy sister has letme do all thework? Say to her that she is to giveme
some help. 41But the Lord, answering, said to her, Martha, Martha, you are
full of care and troubled about such a number of things: 42 Little is needed,
or even one thing only: for Mary has taken that good part, which will not be
taken away from her.

11
1 And it came about that he was in prayer in a certain place, and when

he came to an end, one of his disciples said to him, Lord, will you give us
teaching about prayer, as John did to his disciples? 2 And he said to them,
When you say your prayers, say, Father, may your name be kept holy and
your kingdom come. 3 Give us every day bread for our needs. 4 May we
have forgiveness for our sins, as we make free all those who are in debt to
us. And let us not be put to the test. 5 And he said to them, Which of you,
having a friend, would go to him in the middle of the night and say to him,
Friend, letmehave three cakes of bread; 6Because a friend ofminehas come
to me on a journey, and I have nothing to put before him; 7 And he, from
inside the house, would say in answer, Do not be a trouble to me; the door
is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; it is not possible for me
to get up and give to you? 8 I say to you, Though he will not get up and give
to him, because he is his friend, still, if he keeps on making his request, he
will get up and give him as much as he has need of. 9And I say to you, Make
requests, and they will be answered; what you are searching for, you will
get; when you give the sign, the door will be open to you. 10 For to everyone
who makes a request, it will be given; and he who is searching will get his
desire; and to him who gives the sign, the door will be open. 11And which
of you, being a father, will give a stone to his son, who makes request for
bread? or for a fish, will give him a snake? 12Or for an egg, will give him a
scorpion? 13 If, then, you who are evil are able to give good things to your
children, howmuch more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to
thosewhomake request to him? 14And hewas sending an evil spirit out of a
manwhowaswithout the power of talking. And it came about thatwhen the
spirit had gone the man had the power of talking; and the people were full
of wonder. 15 But some of them said, He sends out evil spirits by Beelzebul,
the ruler of evil spirits. 16 And others, testing him, were looking for a sign
fromheaven fromhim. 17Buthe, havingknowledgeof their thoughts, said to
them, Every kingdom in which there is division is made waste; and a house
in which there is division comes to destruction. 18 If, then, Satan is at war
with himself, howwill he keep his kingdom? because you say that I send evil
spirits out of men by the help of Beelzebul. 19And if I, by Beelzebul, send out
evil spirits, by whose help do your sons send them out? so let them be your
judges. 20But if I, by the finger of God, send out evil spirits, then the kingdom
of God has overtaken you. 21When the strongman armed keeps watch over
his house, then his goods are safe: 22 But when one who is stronger makes
an attack on him and overcomes him, he takes away his instruments of war,
in which he had put his faith, and makes division of his goods. 23He who is
notwithme is againstme, and hewhowill not givemehelp in getting people
together is driving them away. 24 The unclean spirit, when he has gone out
of a man, goes through dry places, looking for rest; and when he does not
get it, he says, I will go back to my house from which I came. 25 And when
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he comes, he sees that it has been made fair and clean. 26 Then he goes and
gets seven other spiritsmore evil than himself, and they go in, and take their
places there: and the last condition of thatman isworse than thefirst. 27And
it came about that when he said these things, a certain woman among the
people said in a loud voice, Happy is the body which gave you birth, and the
breasts from which you took milk. 28But he said, More happy are they who
give hearing to the word of God and keep it. 29And when a great number of
people came together to him, he said, This generation is an evil generation: it
is looking for a sign and no signwill be given to it but the sign of Jonah. 30For
even as Jonahbecamea sign to theNinevites, sowill the Son ofmanbe to this
generation. 31The queen of the Southwill come up on the day of judging and
give her decision against the men of this generation: for she came from the
ends of the earth to give ear to the wisdom of Solomon; and now something
greater than Solomon is here. 32 The men of Nineveh will come up in the
day of judging and give their decision against this generation: for they were
turned away from their sins at the preaching of Jonah; but now something
greater than Jonah is here. 33Noman, when the light has been lighted, puts
it in a secret place, or under a vessel, but on its table, so that thosewho come
in may see the light. 34 The light of the body is the eye: when your eye is
true, all your body is full of light; but when it is evil, your body is dark. 35 So
take care that the light which is in you is not dark. 36 If, then, all your body
is light, with no part of it dark, it will be completely full of light, as when a
flame with its bright shining gives you light. 37Now, while he was talking,
a Pharisee made a request that he would come to a meal with him; and he
went in and took his seat at the meal. 38 And when the Pharisee saw it, he
was surprised because he came to the meal without first washing himself.
39And the Lord said to him, You Pharisees make the outside of the cup and
the plate clean; but inside you are thieves and full of evil. 40O you foolish
ones! did not he who made the outside in the same way make the inside?
41But if you give to the poor such things as you are able, then all things are
clean to you. 42 But a curse is on you, Pharisees! for you make men give a
tenth of every sort of plant, and give no thought to right and the love of God;
but it is right for you to do these things, and not let the others be undone.
43A curse is on you, Pharisees! for your desires are for the most important
seats in the Synagogues and for words of respect said to you in the market-
place. 44A curse is on you! for you are like the resting-places of dead men,
which are not seen, and men go walking over them without knowledge of
it. 45 And one of the teachers of the law, answering, said to him, Master, in
saying this, you give a bad name to us as to them. 46 And he said, A curse
is on you, teachers of the law! for while other men are crushed under the
weight of the rules you make for them, you yourselves do not put so much
as one finger to them. 47A curse is on you! for you make resting-places for
the bodies of the prophets, but your fathers put them to death. 48 So you are
witnesses and give approval to thework of your fathers; for they put them to
death and you make their last resting-places. 49 For this reason the wisdom
of God has said, I will send themprophets and teachers, and to some of them
theywill give death and cruel pains; 50So that punishmentmay come on this
generation for thebloodofall theprophetswhichwasgiven fromtheearliest
days; 51 From the blood of Abel to the blood of Zachariah, who was put to
death between the altar and the Temple. Yes, I say to you, It will come on this
generation. 52Acurse is onyou, teachers of the law! for youhave takenaway
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the key of knowledge: you did not go in yourselves, and you got in the way
of those who were going in. 53And when he had come out of that place, the
scribes and the Pharisees came round him angrily, questioning him about
more things; 54 And watching him, for a chance to get something from his
words whichmight be used against him.

12
1 At that time, when thousands of the people had come together, in such

numbers that they were crushing one another, he said first to his disciples,
Have nothing to do with the leaven of the Pharisees, which is deceit. 2 But
nothing is covered up, which will not come to light, or secret, which will not
be made clear. 3 So, whatever you have said in the dark, will come to men's
hearing in the light, and what you have said secretly inside the house, will
be made public from the house-tops. 4And I say to you, my friends, Have no
fear of thosewhomay put the body to death, and are able to do nomore than
that. 5But I will make clear to you of whom you are to be in fear: of himwho
after death has power to send you to hell; yes, truly I say, Have fear of him.
6 Are not five sparrows given in exchange for two farthings? and God has
every one of them inmind. 7But even the hairs of your head are numbered.
Have no fear: you are of more value than a flock of sparrows. 8And I say to
you that to everyone who gives witness to me before men, the Son of man
will give witness before the angels of God. 9 But if anyone says before men
that he has no knowledge of me, I will say that I have no knowledge of him
before theangels ofGod. 10And if anyone says awordagainst theSonofman,
he will have forgiveness: but for him who says evil words against the Holy
Spirit, there will be no forgiveness. 11 And when they take you before the
Synagogues and the authorities and the rulers, take no thought about what
answers you will give, or what you will say: 12 For the Holy Spirit will make
clear to you in that very hour what to say. 13 And one of the people said to
him, Master, give an order to my brother to make division of the heritage
with me. 14But he said, Man, who made me a judge or a maker of decisions
for you? 15And he said to them, Take care to keep yourselves free from the
desire for property; for a man's life is not made up of the number of things
which he has. 16And he said to them, in a story, The land of a certainman of
great wealth was very fertile: 17And he said to himself, What is to be done?
for I have no place inwhich to put allmy fruit. 18And he said, This I will do: I
will take downmy store-houses and make greater ones, and there I will put
allmy grain andmy goods. 19And Iwill say tomy soul, Soul, you have a great
amount of goods in store, enough for a number of years; be at rest, take food
andwine and be happy. 20But God said to him, You foolish one, tonight I will
take your soul from you, and who then will be the owner of all the things
which you have got together? 21 So that is what comes to the man who gets
wealth for himself, and has not wealth in the eyes of God. 22And he said to
his disciples, For this reason I say to you, Take no thought for your life, about
what food you will take, or for your body, how it may be clothed. 23 Is not
life more than food, and the body than its clothing? 24 Give thought to the
ravens; they do not put seeds into the earth, or get together grain; they have
no store-houses or buildings; and God gives them their food: of how much
greater value are you than the birds! 25And which of you by taking thought
is able tomake himself any taller? 26 If, then, you are not able to do even that
which is least, why are you troubled about the rest? 27 Give thought to the
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flowers: they do no work, they make no thread; and still I say to you, Even
Solomon, in all his glory, was not clothed like one of these. 28But if God gives
such clothing to the grass in the field, which today is living, and tomorrow
will be burned in the oven, how much more will he give clothing to you, O
men of little faith? 29 And do not give overmuch thought to your food and
drink, and let not yourmind be full of doubts. 30For the nations of theworld
go in search of all these things: but your Father has knowledge that you have
need of them. 31But let your chief care be for his kingdom, and these other
things will be given to you in addition. 32Have no fear, little flock, for it is
your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Give what property
you have in exchange for money, and give the money to the poor; make for
yourselves money-bags which will not get old, wealth stored up in heaven
whichwill be yours for ever, where thieveswill not comenorworms put it to
destruction. 34Forwhereyourwealth is, therewill yourheart be. 35Be ready,
dressed as for a journey, with your lights burning. 36And be like men who
are looking for their lord, when he comes back from the bride-feast; so that
when he comes to the door, it will be open to him quickly. 37Happy are those
servants who are watching when the lord comes; truly I say to you, he will
make himself their servant and, placing them at the table, he will come out
and give them food. 38And if he comes in the second division of the night or
in the third, and they are watching for him, happy are those servants. 39But
be certain of this, that if the master of the house had had knowledge of the
time when the thief was coming, he would have been watching, and would
not have let his house be broken into. 40 So be ready: for the Son of man
is coming at a time when you are not looking for him. 41 And Peter said to
him, Lord, are these words said to us only, or to all men? 42 And the Lord
said,Who then is thewise and responsible servantwhomhis lordwill put in
control of his family, to give them their foodat the right time? 43Happy is that
servant who, when his lord comes, is doing so. 44 Truly I say to you, he will
put him in control of all his goods. 45But if that servant says to himself, My
lord is a long time coming; and goes about giving blows to themen-servants
and the women-servants, feasting and taking overmuch wine; 46The lord of
that servant will come at a time when he is not looking for him, and at an
hour when he is not ready for him, and he will have him cut in two and will
give him his part in the fate of those who have no faith; 47And the servant
who had knowledge of his lord's desires and was not ready for him and did
not do as he was ordered, will be given a great number of blows; 48 But he
who, without knowledge, did things for which punishment is given, will get
only a small number of blows. The man to whom much is given, will have
to give much; if much is given into his care, of him more will be requested.
49 I came to send a fire on the earth, and it may even now have been lighted.
50 But there is a baptism which I have to undergo; and how am I kept back
till it is complete! 51 Is it your opinion that I have come to give peace on
earth? I say to you, No, but division: 52 For from this time, a family of five
in one house will be on opposite sides, three against two and two against
three. 53 They will be at war, the father against his son, and the son against
his father; mother against daughter, and daughter against mother; mother-
in-law against daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.
54 Then he said to the people, When you see a cloud coming up in the west,
straight away you say, There will be rain; and so it is. 55And when you see a
south wind blowing, you say, There will be heat; and so it is. 56O false ones!
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the face of the earth and the heaven is clear to you; how is it that the signs of
these timesarenotas clear toyou? 57Andwhyareyou, inyourhearts, unable
to be judges of what is right? 58For if anyone has a cause at law against you,
and you are going with him before the ruler, make an attempt, on the way,
to come to an agreement with him, for if you do not, hemay take you before
the judge and the judgewill give youup to the police, and theywill put you in
prison. 59 I say to you, Youwill not come out of it till you havemade payment
to the very last farthing.

13
1 Now some people who were there at that time, gave him an account

of how the blood of some Galilaeans had been mixed by Pilate with their
offerings. 2And he, in answer, said to them, Are you of the opinion that these
Galilaeans were worse than all other Galilaeans, because these things were
done to them? 3 I say to you, It is not so: but if your hearts are not changed,
youwill all come to the sameend. 4Or those eighteenmenwhowere crushed
by the fall of the tower of Siloam, were they worse than all the other men
living in Jerusalem? 5 I say to you, It is not so: but if your hearts are not
changed, you will all come to an end in the same way. 6 And he made up
this story for them: A certain man had a fig-tree in his garden, and he came
to get fruit from it, and there was no fruit. 7And he said to the gardener, See,
for three years I have been looking for fruit from this tree, and I have not
had any: let it be cut down; why is it taking up space? 8And he said, Lord,
let it be for this year, and I will have the earth turned up round it, and put
animal waste on it, tomake it fertile: 9And if, after that, it has fruit, it is well;
if not, let it be cut down. 10And hewas teaching in one of the Synagogues on
the Sabbath. 11And there was a woman who had had a disease for eighteen
years; she was bent, and was not able to make herself straight. 12And when
Jesus saw her, he said to her, Woman, you are made free from your disease.
13And he put his hands on her, and she was made straight, and gave praise
to God. 14And the ruler of the Synagoguewas angry because Jesus hadmade
her well on the Sabbath, and he said to the people, There are six days in
which men may do work: so come on those days to be made well, and not
on the Sabbath. 15 But the Lord gave him an answer and said, O you false
men! do younot, every one of you, on the Sabbath, let loose his ox andhis ass
and take it to the water? 16And is it not right for this daughter of Abraham,
who has been in the power of Satan for eighteen years, to be made free on
the Sabbath? 17 And when he said these things, those who were against
him were shamed, and all the people were full of joy because of the great
things which were done by him. 18 Then he said, What is the kingdom of
God like? what comparison may I make of it? 19 It is like a grain of mustard
seed which a man took and put in his garden, and it became a tree, and the
birds of heaven made their resting-places in its branches. 20 And again he
said, What is the kingdom of God like? 21 It is like leaven, which a woman
put into three measures of meal, and it was all leavened. 22 And he went
on his way, through towns and country places, teaching and journeying to
Jerusalem. 23And someone said to him, Lord, will only a small number have
salvation? And he said to them, 24Do your best to go in by the narrow door,
for I say to you, A numberwill make the attempt to go in, but will not be able
to do so. 25When the master of the house has got up, and the door has been
shut, and you, still outside, give blows on the door, saying, Lord, let us in; he
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will make answer and say, I have no knowledge of where you come from.
26 Then you will say, We have taken food and drink with you, and you were
teaching in our streets. 27But he will say, Truly, I have no knowledge of you
orwhere you come from; go away fromme, youworkers of evil. 28Therewill
beweepingandcriesof sorrowwhenyouseeAbraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and
all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves are shut outside.
29And they will come from the east and from the west, from the north and
from the south, and take their places in the kingdom of God. 30And the last
will be first, and the first will be last. 31At that time, certain Pharisees came
to him and said, Go away from this place, because Herod's purpose is to put
you to death. 32And he said, Go and say to that fox, I send out evil spirits and
do works of mercy today and tomorrow, and on the third day my work will
be complete. 33But I have to go onmyway today and tomorrowand the third
day, for it is not right for a prophet to come to his death outside Jerusalem.
34O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, putting to death the prophets, and stoning those
who were sent to her! again and again would I have taken your children to
myself, as a bird takes her young ones under her wings, but you would not!
35Now see, your house is waste, and I say to you, You will not see me again
till you say, A blessing on himwho comes in the name of the Lord.

14
1And it came about that when he went into the house of one of the chief

Pharisees on the Sabbath, to have a meal, they were watching him. 2And a
certainmanwas therewho had a disease. 3And Jesus, answering, said to the
scribes and Pharisees, Is it right to make people well on the Sabbath or not?
4But they said nothing. And he made himwell and sent him away. 5And he
said to them, Which of you, whose ox or ass has got into a water-hole, will
not straight away get him out on the Sabbath? 6And they had no answer to
that question. 7And he gave teaching in the form of a story to the guests who
came to the feast, when he saw how they took the best seats; saying to them,
8When you get a request to come to a feast, do not take the best seat, for a
more important man than you may be coming, 9 And then the giver of the
feast will come to you and say, Give your place to this man; and you, with
shame, will have to take the lowest seat. 10But when you come, go and take
the lowest seat, so that when the giver of the feast comes, hemay say to you,
Friend, come up higher; and then youwill have honour in the eyes of all the
otherswhoare there. 11For everymanwhogives himself a highplacewill be
put down, but hewho takes a low placewill be lifted up. 12And he said to the
master of the house,When you give a feast, do not send for your friends and
yourbrothers andyour family or yourneighbourswhohavewealth, for they
may give a feast for you, and so you will get a reward. 13But when you give
a feast, send for the poor and the blind and those who are broken in body:
14And youwill have a blessing, because theywill not be able to give you any
payment, and you will get your reward when the upright come back from
the dead. 15And, hearing these words, one of those who were at table with
him said to him, Happy is themanwhowill be a guest in the kingdomof God.
16Andhe said to them, A certainmangave a great feast, and sentword of it to
a number of people. 17And when the time had come, he sent his servants to
say to them, Come, for all things are now ready. 18And they all gave reasons
why they were not able to come. The first said to him, I have got a new field,
and it is necessary forme to go and see it: I am full of regret that I amunable
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to come. 19Andanother said, I have got some cattle, and I amgoing tomake a
test of them: I am full of regret that I amunable to come. 20And another said,
I have been married, and so I am not able to come. 21And the servant came
back and gave his master an account of these things. Then themaster of the
housewas angry and said to the servant, Go out quickly into the streets of the
town and get the poor, the blind, and those who are broken in body. 22And
the servant said, Lord, your orders have been done, and still there is room.
23And the lord said to the servant, Go out into the roads and the fields, and
make them come in, so that my house may be full. 24 For I say to you that
not one of those who were requested to come will have a taste of my feast.
25Now a great number of people went with him. 26 And turning round, he
said to them, If any man comes to me, and has not hate for his father and
mother andwife and children and brothers and sisters, and even for his life,
he may not be my disciple. 27Whoever does not take up his cross and come
after me may not be my disciple. 28 For which of you, desiring to put up a
tower, does not first givemuch thought to the price, if hewill have enough to
make it complete? 29For fear that if he makes a start and is not able to go on
with it to the end, all who see it will be laughing at him, 30And saying, This
manmade a start at building and is not able to make it complete. 31Or what
king, going to war with another king, will not first take thought if he will be
strong enough, with ten thousand men, to keep off him who comes against
himwith twenty thousand? 32Orwhile theother is still a greatdistanceaway,
he sends representatives requesting conditions of peace. 33And so whoever
is not ready to give up all he has may not be my disciple. 34 For salt is good,
but if the taste goes from it, of what use is it? 35 It is no good for the land or
for the place of waste; no one has a use for it. He who has ears, let him give
ear.

15
1Now all the tax-farmers and sinners came near to give ear to him. 2And

the Pharisees and scribes were angry, saying, This man gives approval to
sinners, and takes food with them. 3And he made a story for them, saying,
4What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if one of them gets loose and
goes away, will not let the ninety-nine be in the waste land by themselves,
and go after the wandering one, till he sees where it is? 5And when he has
got it again, he takes it in his arms with joy. 6And when he gets back to his
house, he sends for his neighbours and friends, saying to them, Be glad with
me, for I have got back my sheep which had gone away. 7 I say to you that
even so there will be more joy in heaven when one sinner is turned away
from his wrongdoing, than for ninety-nine good men, who have no need of
a change of heart. 8Or what woman, having ten bits of silver, if one bit has
gone fromherhands,will not get a light, andgo throughherhouse, searching
with care till she sees it? 9Andwhen shehas it again, she gets her friends and
neighbours together, saying, Be glad with me, for I have got back the bit of
silver which had gone from me. 10 Even so, I say to you, There is joy among
the angels of God, when one sinner is turned away from his wrongdoing.
11And he said, A certain man had two sons: 12And the younger of them said
to his father, Father, give me that part of your property which will be mine.
And he made division of his goods between them. 13And not long after, the
younger son got together everythingwhichwas his and took a journey into a
far-awaycountry, and thereall hismoneywent in foolish living. 14Andwhen
everythingwas gone, therewas no food to behad in that country, andhewas
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in need. 15Andhewent andput himself into the hands of one of the people of
that country, and he sent him into his fields to give the pigs their food. 16And
so greatwas his need that hewould have been glad to take the pigs' food, and
no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to his senses, he said, What
numbers of my father's servants have bread enough, and more, while I am
near to death here through need of food! 18 I will get up and go to my father,
and will say to him, Father, I have done wrong, against heaven and in your
eyes: 19 I am no longer good enough to be named your son: make me like
one of your servants. 20And he got up and went to his father. But while he
was still far away, his father saw him and was moved with pity for him and
went quickly and took him in his arms and gave him a kiss. 21And his son
said to him, Father, I have done wrong, against heaven and in your eyes: I
amno longer good enough to be named your son. 22But the father said to his
servants, Get out the first robe quickly, and put it on him, and put a ring on
his hand and shoes on his feet: 23And get the fat young ox and put it to death,
and letushavea feast, andbeglad. 24For this,myson,whowasdead, is living
again; he had gone away fromme, and has come back. And theywere full of
joy. 25Now the older sonwas in the field: andwhen he came near the house,
the sounds of music and dancing came to his ears. 26And he sent for one of
the servants, questioning him about what it might be. 27And he said to him,
Your brother has come; and your father has had the young ox put to death
because he has come back safely. 28 But he was angry and would not go in;
andhis father cameout andmadea request tohim to come in. 29Buthemade
answer and said to his father, See, all these years I have been your servant,
doing your orders in everything: and you never gave me even a young goat
so that I might have a feast withmy friends: 30But when this your son came,
who has been wasting your property with bad women, you put to death the
fat young ox for him. 31And he said to him, Son, you arewithme at all times,
and all I have is yours. 32 But it was right to be glad and to have a feast; for
this your brother, who was dead, is living again; he had gone away and has
come back.

16
1 And another time he said to the disciples, There was a certain man of

great wealth who had a servant; and it was said to him that this servant was
wasting his goods. 2And he sent for him and said, What is this which is said
about you? givemeanaccount of all youhavedone, for youwill no longer be
the manager of my property. 3And the servant said to himself, What am I to
do now thatmy lord takes awaymy position? I have not enough strength for
working in the fields, and I would be shamed if I made requests for money
from people in the streets. 4 I have come to a decision what to do, so that
when I am put out of my position they will take me into their houses. 5And
sending for every onewhowas in debt to his lord he said to the first, What is
theamountof yourdebt tomy lord? 6Andhesaid, Ahundredmeasuresofoil.
And he said, Take your account straight away and put down fifty. 7 Then he
said to another, What is the amount of your debt? And he said, A hundred
measures of grain. And he said to him, Take your account and put down
eighty. 8Andhis lordwaspleasedwith the false servant, becausehehadbeen
wise; for the sons of this world are wiser in relation to their generation than
the sons of light. 9And I say to you, Make friends for yourselves through the
wealth of this life, so thatwhen it comes to an end, youmay be taken into the
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eternal resting-places. 10He who is true in a little, is true in much; he who
is false in small things, is false in great. 11 If, then, you have not been true
in your use of the wealth of this life, who will give into your care the true
wealth? 12And if youhavenot been true in your care of the property of other
people, who will give you that which is yours? 13No man may be a servant
to two masters: for he will have hate for the one and love for the other; or
he will keep to the one and have no respect for the other. You may not be
servants of God and of wealth. 14And the Pharisees, who had a great love of
money, hearing these things, were making sport of him. 15And he said, You
takecare to seemright in theeyesofmen, butGodseesyourhearts: and those
thingswhich are important in the opinion ofmen, are evil in the eyes of God.
16The lawand theprophetswere till John: but thencame thepreachingof the
kingdom of God, and everyonemakes his way into it by force. 17But heaven
and earth will come to an end before the smallest letter of the law may be
dropped out. 18 Everyone who puts away his wife and takes another, is a
false husband: and he who is married to a woman whose husband has put
her away, is no true husband to her. 19Now there was a certainman of great
wealth, who was dressed in fair clothing of purple and delicate linen, and
was shining and glad every day. 20And a certain poor man, named Lazarus,
was stretched out at his door, full of wounds, 21Desiring the broken bits of
foodwhichcamefromthe tableof themanofwealth; andeven thedogscame
andput their tongues onhiswounds. 22And in time thepoormancame tohis
end, and angels took him to Abraham's breast. And the man of wealth came
to his end, andwas put in the earth. 23And in hell, being in great pain, lifting
up his eyes he saw Abraham, far away, and Lazarus on his breast. 24And he
gave a cry and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me and send Lazarus,
so that hemayput the end of his finger inwater andput it onmy tongue, for I
amcruelly burning in this flame. 25ButAbrahamsaid, Keep inmind,my son,
thatwhen youwere living, you had your good things, while Lazarus had evil
things: butnow,he is comfortedandyouare inpain. 26And inaddition, there
is a deep division fixed between us and you, so that thosewhomight go from
here to you are not able to do so, andno onemay come fromyou to us. 27And
he said, Father, it is my request that you will send him to my father's house;
28For I have five brothers; and let him give them an account of these things,
so that they may not come to this place of pain. 29 But Abraham said, They
have Moses and the prophets; let them give ear to what they say. 30And he
said, No, father Abraham, but if someone went to them from the dead, their
heartswouldbe changed. 31Andhe said tohim, If theywill not give attention
to Moses and the prophets, they will not be moved even if someone comes
back from the dead.

17
1And he said to his disciples, It is necessary for causes of trouble to come

about, but unhappy is he by whom they come. 2 It would be well for him if a
great stone was put round his neck and he was dropped into the sea, before
he made trouble for any of these little ones. 3Give attention to yourselves:
if your brother does wrong, say a sharp word to him; and if he has sorrow
for his sin, let him have forgiveness. 4And if he does you wrong seven times
in a day, and seven times comes to you and says, I have regret for what I
have done; let him have forgiveness. 5And the twelve said to the Lord, Make
our faith greater. 6 And the Lord said, If your faith was only as great as a
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grain of mustard seed, you might say to this tree, Be rooted up and planted
in the sea; and it would be done. 7 But which of you, having a servant who
is ploughing or keeping sheep, will say to him, when he comes in from the
field, Come now and be seated and have ameal, 8Will he not say, Get a meal
forme, andmake yourself ready and see tomy needs till I have hadmy food
and drink; and after that you may have yours? 9Does he give praise to the
servant because he did what was ordered? 10 In the same way, when you
have done all the things which are given you to do, say, There is no profit in
us, for we have only done what wewere ordered to do. 11And it came about
that when they were on the way to Jerusalem hewent through Samaria and
Galilee. 12And when he went into a certain small town he came across ten
menwhowere lepers, and they, keeping themselves at a distance, 13 Said, in
loud voices, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. 14And when he saw them he
said, Go, and let the priests see you. And, while they were going, they were
made clean. 15 And one of them, when he saw that he was clean, turning
back, gave praise to God in a loud voice; 16And, falling down on his face at
the feet of Jesus, he gave the credit to him; and he was a man of Samaria.
17And Jesus said, Were there not tenmenwhoweremade clean? where are
the nine? 18Have not any of them come back to give glory to God, but only
this one from a strange land? 19And he said to him, Get up, and go on your
way; your faith hasmade youwell. 20Andwhen the Pharisees put questions
tohimaboutwhen thekingdomofGodwould come, he gave themananswer
andsaid, ThekingdomofGodwillnot come throughobservation: 21Andmen
will not say, See, it is here! or, There! for the kingdom of God is among you.
22And he said to his disciples, The timewill comewhen youwill have a great
desire to see one of the days of the Son of man, but you will not see it. 23And
if they say to you, See, it is there! or, It is here! do not go away, or go after
them. 24 For as in a thunderstorm the bright light is seen from one end of
the sky to the other, so will the Son of man be when his time comes. 25 But
first, hewill have to undergomuchandbeput on one side by this generation.
26And as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the day of the Son ofman.
27Theywere feasting and takingwives andgettingmarried, till the dayof the
overflowing of the waters, when Noah went into the ark, and they all came
to destruction. 28 In the same way, in the days of Lot; they were feasting and
trading, they were planting and building; 29 But on the day when Lot went
out of Sodom, fire came down from heaven and destruction came on them
all. 30 So will it be in the day of the revelation of the Son of man. 31On that
day, if anyone is on the roof of the house, and his goods are in the house, let
him not go down to take them away; and let him who is in the field not go
back to his house. 32Keep in mind Lot's wife. 33 If anyone makes an attempt
to keep his life, it will be taken from him, but if anyone gives up his life, he
will keep it. 34 I say to you, In that night there will be two men sleeping in
one bed, and onewill be taken away and the other let go. 35Twowomenwill
be crushing grain together; one will be taken away and the other let go. 36 []
37And they, answering him, said, Where, Lord? And he said to them,Where
the body is, there will the eagles come together.

18
1Andhemade a story for them, the point ofwhichwas thatmenwere to go

on making prayer and not get tired; 2 Saying, There was a judge in a certain
town, who had no fear of God or respect for man: 3And there was a widow
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in that town, and she kept on coming to him and saying, Give me my right
against themanwho has donemewrong. 4And for a time hewould not: but
later, he said to himself, Though I have no fear of God or respect for man,
5 Because this widow is a trouble to me, I will give her her right; for if not,
I will be completely tired out by her frequent coming. 6And the Lord said,
Give ear to the words of the evil judge. 7 And will not God do right in the
cause of his saints, whose cries come day and night to his ears, though he
is long in doing it? 8 I say to you that he will quickly do right in their cause.
But when the Son of man comes, will there be any faith on earth? 9And he
made this story for some people who were certain that they were good, and
had a low opinion of others: 10 Two men went up to the Temple for prayer;
one a Pharisee, and the other a tax-farmer. 11 The Pharisee, taking up his
position, said to himself thesewords: God, I give you praise because I amnot
like other men, who take more than their right, who are evil-doers, who are
untrue to their wives, or even like this tax-farmer. 12 Twice in the week I go
without food; I give a tenth of all I have. 13The tax-farmer, on the other hand,
keeping far away, and not lifting up even his eyes to heaven, made signs of
grief and said, God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 14 I say to you, This man
went back to his house with God's approval, and not the other: for everyone
who makes himself high will be made low and whoever makes himself low
will be made high. 15And they took their children to him, so that he might
put his hands on them: but when the disciples saw it, they said sharp words
to them 16But Jesus sent for them, saying, Let the children come to me, and
do not keep them away, for of such is the kingdom of heaven. 17 Truly I say
to you, Whoever does not put himself under the kingdom of God like a little
child, will not come into it at all. 18And a certain ruler put a question to him,
saying, GoodMaster, what have I to do so that Imay have eternal life? 19And
Jesus said to him, Why do you say that I am good? No one is good, but only
God. 20You have knowledge of what the law says: Do not be untrue to your
wife, Do not put anyone to death, Do not take what is not yours, Do not give
falsewitness, Givehonour toyour fatherandmother. 21Andhesaid, All these
things I have done from the time when I was a boy. 22And Jesus, hearing it,
said to him, One thing you still have need of; get money for your goods, and
give it away to the poor, and youwill have wealth in heaven; and come after
me. 23But at thesewords hebecamevery sad, for hehad greatwealth. 24And
Jesus, looking at him, said, How hard it is for those who have wealth to get
into the kingdom of God! 25 It is simpler for a camel to go through the eye
of a needle, than for a man who has muchmoney to come into the kingdom
of God. 26And those who were present said, Then who may have salvation?
27But he said, Thingswhich are not possiblewithmanare possiblewithGod.
28AndPeter said, See,wehavegivenupwhat is ours to comeafter you. 29And
he said to them, Truly I say to you, There is no man who has given up house
or wife or brothers or father or mother or children, because of the kingdom
of God, 30Whowill not getmuchmore in this time, and in theworld to come,
eternal life. 31Andhe tookwith him the twelve and said to them, Nowweare
goingup to Jerusalem, andall the thingswhichwere saidby theprophetswill
be done to the Son ofman. 32For he will be given up to the Gentiles, andwill
be made sport of and put to shame: 33And he will be given cruel blows and
put to death, and on the third day he will come back to life. 34 But they did
not take in the sense of any of these words, and what he said was not clear
to them, and their minds were not able to see it. 35 And it came about that
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when he got near Jericho, a certain blind man was seated by the side of the
road, making requests for money from those who went by. 36 And hearing
the sound of a great number of people going by, he said, What is this? 37And
they said to him, Jesus of Nazareth is going by. 38And he said in a loud voice,
Jesus, Son of David, havemercy onme. 39And thosewhowere in frontmade
protests and said to him, Be quiet: but he said all the more, O Son of David,
havemercy onme. 40And Jesus, stopping, gave orders that hewas to come to
him, and when he came near, he said to him, 41What would you haveme do
for you? And he said, Lord, that I may be able to see again. 42And Jesus said,
See again: your faith hasmade youwell. 43And straight away hewas able to
see, and hewent after him, giving glory to God; and all the peoplewhen they
saw it gave praise to God.

19
1 And he went into Jericho, and when he was going through it, 2 A man,

named Zacchaeus, who was the chief tax-farmer, and a man of wealth,
3Made an attempt to get a view of Jesus, and was not able to do so, because
of the people, for hewas a smallman. 4And hewent quickly in front of them
and got up into a tree to see him, for hewas going thatway. 5Andwhen Jesus
came to the place, looking up, he said to him, Zacchaeus, be quick and come
down, for I amcoming to yourhouse today. 6Andhe camedownquickly, and
took him into his housewith joy. 7Andwhen they saw it, theywere all angry,
saying, He has gone into the house of a sinner. 8 And Zacchaeus, waiting
beforehim, said to theLord, See, Lord, half ofmygoods I give to thepoor, and
if I have taken anything from anyone wrongly, I give him back four times as
much. 9 And Jesus said to him, Today salvation has come to this house, for
even he is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of man came to make search
for those who are wandering from the way, and to be their Saviour. 11And
while they were giving ear to these words, he made another story for them,
because he was near Jerusalem, and because they were of the opinion that
the kingdomofGodwas coming straight away. 12Sohe said, A certainmanof
high birth went into a far-away country to get a kingdom for himself, and to
come back. 13And he sent for ten of his servants and gave them ten pounds
and said to them, Do business with this till I come. 14But his people had no
love forhim, andsent representativesafterhim, saying,Wewill nothave this
man for our ruler. 15Andwhen he came back again, having got his kingdom,
hegaveorders for those servants towhomhehadgiven themoney to come to
him, so thathemighthaveanaccountofwhatbusiness theyhaddone. 16And
the first came before him, saying, Lord, your pound has made ten pounds.
17And he said to him, You have donewell, O good servant: because you have
done well in a small thing you will have authority over ten towns. 18 And
another came, saying, Your pound hasmade five pounds. 19And he said, You
will be ruler over five towns. 20And another came, saying, Lord, here is your
pound, which I put away in a cloth; 21 Because I was in fear of you, for you
are a hard man: you take up what you have not put down, and get in grain
where you have not put seed. 22He said to him, By the words of your mouth
you will be judged, you bad servant. You had knowledge that I am a hard
man, taking up what I have not put down and getting in grain where I have
not put seed; 23Why then did younot putmymoney in a bank, so thatwhen I
came Iwould get it backwith interest? 24And he said to the otherswhowere
near, Take the pound away from him, and give it to the man who has ten.
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25And they say to him, Lord, he has ten pounds. 26And I say to you that to
everyonewho has,morewill be given, but fromhimwhohas not, evenwhat
he has will be taken away. 27 And as for those who were against me, who
would not have me for their ruler, let them come here, and be put to death
before me. 28And when he had said this, he went on in front of them, going
up to Jerusalem. 29And it came about that when he got near Beth-phage and
Bethany by the mountain which is named the Mountain of Olives, he sent
two of the disciples, 30 Saying, Go into the little town in front of you, and on
going in youwill see a young ass fixedwith a cord, onwhichnomanhas ever
beenseated; let him looseand takehim. 31And if anyone says toyou,Whyare
you taking him? say, The Lord has need of him. 32And those whom he sent
went away, and it was as he said. 33And when they were getting the young
ass, the owners of it said to them, Why are you taking the young ass? 34And
they said, The Lord has need of him. 35And they took him to Jesus, and they
put their clothing on the ass, and Jesus got on to him. 36And while he went
on his way they put their clothing down on the road in front of him. 37And
when he came near the foot of the Mountain of Olives, all the disciples with
loud voices gave praise to Godwith joy, because of all the great works which
theyhad seen; 38Saying, Ablessing on theKingwho comes in thenameof the
Lord; peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 39And some of the Pharisees
among the people said to him, Master, make your disciples be quiet. 40And
he said in answer, I say to you, if these men keep quiet, the very stones will
be crying out. 41And when he got near and saw the town, he was overcome
with weeping for it, 42 Saying, If you, even you, had knowledge today, of the
thingswhich give peace! but you are not able to see them. 43For the timewill
comewhenyour attackerswill put awall round you, and comeall round you
and keep you in on every side, 44Andwillmake you level with the earth, and
your children with you; and there will not be one stone resting on another
in you, because you did not see that it was your day ofmercy. 45And hewent
into the Temple and put out thosewhowere trading there, 46Saying to them,
It has been said, My house is to be a house of prayer, but you have made it
a hole of thieves. 47 And every day he was teaching in the Temple. But the
chief priests and the scribes and the rulers of the people were attempting to
puthim todeath; 48But theywerenot able todoanything, because thepeople
all kept near him, being greatly interested in his words.

20
1And it came about on one of those days, when hewas teaching the people

in the Temple and preaching the good news, 2 That the chief priests and the
scribes and the rulers of the people came to himand said,Make clear to us by
what authority you do these things and who gave you this authority. 3And
in answer he said to them, I will put a question to you, and do you give me
an answer: 4The baptism of John, was it from heaven or of men? 5And they
said among themselves, If we say, Fromheaven; hewill say,Why did you not
have faith in him? 6 But if we say, Of men; we will be stoned by the people,
for they are certain that John was a prophet. 7And they made answer that
they had no idea where it came from. 8And Jesus said, And I will not make
clear to you bywhat authority I do these things. 9Andhe gave the people this
story: Amanmadeavine-gardenandgave theuse of it to somefield-workers
and went into another country for a long time. 10 And at the right time he
sent a servant to the workers to get part of the fruit from the vines; but the
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workmen gave him blows and sent him away with nothing. 11And he sent
another servant, and they gave blows to him in the sameway, andput shame
onhim, andsenthimawaywithnothing. 12Andhesenta third, and theygave
him wounds and put him out. 13And the lord of the garden said, What am I
to do? I will send my dearly loved son; they may give respect to him. 14But
when theworkmen sawhim, they said to oneanother, This is hewhowill one
daybe theownerof theproperty: let usputhim todeathand theheritagewill
be ours. 15 And driving him out of the garden they put him to death. Now
what will the lord do to these workmen? 16He will come and put them to
destruction and give the garden to others. And when he said this, they said,
May it not be so. 17 But he, looking on them, said, Is it not in the Writings,
The stonewhich the builders put on one side, the same has become the chief
stoneof thebuilding? 18Everyone fallingon that stonewill bebroken, but the
manonwhom the stone comes downwill be crushed to dust. 19And the chief
priests and the scribes made attempts to get their hands on him in that very
hour; and they were in fear of the people, for they saw that he hadmade up
this story against them. 20And they kept watch on him, and sent out secret
representatives, who were acting the part of good men, in order that they
might get something from his words, on account of which they might give
him up to the government and into the power of the ruler. 21And they put a
question to him, saying, Master, we are certain that your teaching and your
words are right, and that you have no respect for a man's position, but you
are teaching the truewayofGod: 22 Is it right for us tomakepayment of taxes
to Caesar or not? 23 But he saw through their trick and said to them, 24 Let
me see a penny. Whose image and name are on it? And they said, Caesar's.
25And he said, Then give to Caesar the things which are Caesar's, and to God
the things which are God's. 26And they were not able to get anything from
these words before the people: but they were full of wonder at his answer,
and said nothing. 27And some of the Sadducees came to him, who say that
there is no comingback from thedead; and they said to him, 28Master,Moses
said that if a man's brother comes to his end, having a wife, but no children,
his brother is to take the wife, and get a family for his brother. 29Now there
were seven brothers, and the first had a wife and came to his end, having
no children; 30 And the second; 31 And the third took her; and in the same
way, all the seven, without having any children, came to their end. 32 And
last of all, the woman came to her end. 33When they come back from the
dead, whose wife will she be? for all the seven had her. 34 And Jesus said
to them, The sons of this world are married and have wives; 35But those to
whom is given the reward of the world to come, and to come back from the
dead, have no wives, and are not married; 36And death has no more power
over them, for they are equal to the angels, and are sons of God, being of
those who will come back from the dead. 37 But even Moses made it clear
that the dead comeback to life, saying, in the story of the burning thorn-tree,
The Lord, theGod of Abraham, theGod of Isaac, and theGod of Jacob. 38Now
he is not the God of the dead but of the living: for all men are living to him.
39And some of the scribes, in answer to this, said,Master, you have saidwell.
40 And they had fear of putting any more questions to him. 41 And he said
to them, Why do they say that the Christ is the son of David? 42 For David
himself says in the book of Psalms, The Lord said tomy Lord, Take your seat
at my right hand, 43 Till I put under your feet all those who are against you.
44David then gives him the name of Lord, so how is it possible for him to be
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his son? 45And in the hearing of all the people he said to his disciples, 46Keep
away from the scribes, whose pleasure it is to go about in long robes, and
to have words of respect said to them in the market-places, and to take the
chief seats in the Synagogues and the first places at feasts; 47Who take the
property of widows and before the eyes ofmenmake long prayers; theywill
get a greater punishment.

21
1And looking up, he saw the men of wealth putting their offerings in the

money-box. 2And he saw a certain poor widow putting in a farthing. 3And
he said, Truly I say to you, This poor widow has givenmore than all of them:
4For they gave out of theirwealth, havingmore than enough for themselves:
but she, even out of her need, has put in all her living. 5 And some were
talking about the Temple, how it was made fair with beautiful stones and
with offerings, but he said, 6As for these things which you see, the days will
come when not one stone will be resting on another, but all will be broken
down. 7And they said to him, Master, when will these things be? and what
sign will there be when these events are to take place? 8And he said, Take
care that you are not tricked: for a number of people will come inmy name,
saying, I amhe; and, The time is near: donot go after them. 9Andwhennews
ofwars and troubled times comes to your ears, have no fear; for these things
have tobe, but the endwill not benow. 10Thenhe said to them,Nationwill be
moved against nation and kingdom against kingdom: 11 There will be great
earth-shocks andoutbursts of disease in anumber of places, andmenwill be
without food; and therewill bewonders and great signs fromheaven. 12But
before all this, they will take you and be very cruel to you, giving you up to
the Synagogues and to prisons, taking you before kings and rulers, because
of my name. 13 And it will be turned to a witness for you. 14 So take care
not to be troubled before the time comes, about what answers youwill give:
15 For I will give you words and wisdom, so that not one of those who are
against you will be able to get the better of you, or to put you in the wrong.
16But you will be given up even by your fathers andmothers, your brothers
and relations and friends; and some of you will be put to death. 17And you
will be hated by all men, because of me. 18 But not a hair of your head will
come to destruction. 19By going through all these things, you will keep your
lives. 20But when you see armies all round about Jerusalem, then be certain
that her destruction is near. 21 Then let those who are in Judaea go in flight
to the mountains; and those who are in the middle of the town go out; and
let not those who are in the country come in. 22 For these are the days of
punishment, in which all the things in the Writings will be put into effect.
23 It will be hard for women who are with child, and for her with a baby at
the breast, in those days. For great trouble will come on the land, and wrath
on this people. 24And they will be put to death with the sword, and will be
taken as prisoners into all the nations; and Jerusalemwill be crushed under
the feet of theGentiles, till the timesof theGentiles are complete. 25And there
will be signs in the sun and moon and stars; and on the earth, fear among
the nations and doubt because of the loud noise of the sea and the waves;
26 Men's strength will go from them in fear and in waiting for the things
which are coming on the earth; for the powers of the heavenswill bemoved.
27And then they will see the Son of man coming in a cloud, with power and
great glory. 28 But when these things come about, let your heads be lifted
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up, because your salvation is near. 29And he made a story for them: See the
fig-tree, and all the trees; 30When they put out their young leaves, you take
note of it, and it is clear to you that summer is coming. 31 In the same way,
when you see these things taking place youmay be certain that the kingdom
of God is near. 32 Truly I say to you, This generation will not come to an end
till all things are complete. 33Heaven and earth will come to an end, but my
words will not come to an end. 34 But give attention to yourselves, for fear
that your hearts become over-full of the pleasures of food andwine, and the
cares of this life, and that day may come on you suddenly, and take you as
in a net: 35 For so it will come on all those who are living on the face of all
the earth. 36But keep watch at all times with prayer, that you may be strong
enough to come through all these things and take your place before the Son
of man. 37And every day he was teaching in the Temple and every night he
went out to themountain which is named theMountain of Olives to take his
rest. 38And all the people came early in themorning to give ear to his words
in the Temple.

22
1Now the feast of unleavenedbreadwasnear,which is called thePassover.

2And the chief priests and the scribes were looking for a chance to put him
to death, but they went in fear of the people. 3 And Satan came into Judas
Iscariot,whowasoneof the twelve. 4Andhewent awayandhadadiscussion
with thechiefpriests and the rulers, abouthowhemight givehimup to them.
5And they were glad, and undertook to give him money. 6And he made an
agreement with them to give him up to them, if he got a chance, when the
people were not present. 7 And the day of unleavened bread came, when
the Passover lamb is put to death. 8 And Jesus sent Peter and John, saying,
Go and make the Passover ready for us, so that we may take it. 9 And they
said to him, Where are we to get it ready? 10And he said to them,When you
go into the town you will see a man coming to you with a vessel of water;
go after him into the house into which he goes. 11And say to the master of
the house, The Master says, Where is the guest-room, where I may take the
Passover with my disciples? 12And he will take you up to a great roomwith
a table and seats: there make ready. 13And they went, and it was as he had
said: and theymade the Passover ready. 14Andwhen the time had come, he
took his seat, and the Apostles with him. 15And he said, I have had a great
desire to keep this Passover with you before I come to my death; 16 For I say
to you, I will not take it till it is made complete in the kingdom of God. 17And
he took a cup and, having given praise, he said, Make division of this among
yourselves; 18 For I say to you, I will not take of the fruit of the vine till the
kingdom of God has come. 19 And he took bread and, having given praise,
he gave it to them when it had been broken, saying, This is my body, which
is given for you: do this in memory of me. 20And in the same way, after the
meal, he took the cup, saying, This cup is the new testament, made with my
blood which is given for you. 21 But the hand of him who is false to me is
withme at the table. 22For itwill be done to the Son ofman after the purpose
of God, but unhappy is that man by whom he is given up. 23And they were
wondering among themselveswhich of them itwaswhowould do this thing.
24 And there was an argument among them about which of them was the
greatest. 25And he said, The kings of the Gentiles are lords over them, and
those who have authority are given names of honour. 26 But let it not be so
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with you; but he who is greater, let him become like the younger; and he
who is chief, like a servant. 27 For which is greater, the guest who is seated
at a meal or the servant who is waiting on him? is it not the guest? but I am
among you as a servant. 28But you are thosewhohave keptwithme through
my troubles; 29And I will give you a kingdom as my Father has given one to
me, 30So that youmay take foodanddrink atmy table inmykingdom, andbe
seated like kings, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 31 Simon, Simon, Satan
has made a request to have you, so that he may put you to the test as grain
is tested: 32But I have made prayer for you, that your faith may not go from
you: and when you are turned again, make your brothers strong. 33And he
said to him, Lord, I am ready to gowith you to prison and to death. 34And he
said, I say to you, Peter, before the cock's second cry today, youwill say three
times that you have no knowledge ofme. 35Andhe said to them,When I sent
you out without money or bag or shoes, were you in need of anything? And
they said, Nothing. 36Andhe said to them, But now, hewhohas amoney-bag,
or a bag for food, let him take it: and hewho has not, let him give his coat for
money and get a sword. 37 For I say to you that these words will be put into
effect inme, And hewas numbered among the evil-doers: forwhat has been
said in the Writings about me has an end. 38 And they said, Lord, here are
two swords. And he said, It is enough. 39And he came out, and went, as his
way was, to the Mountain of Olives, and the disciples went with him. 40And
when he came to the place, he said to them, Make a prayer that youmay not
be put to the test. 41Andhewent a little distance away from themand, falling
on his knees in prayer, he said, 42 Father, if it is your pleasure, take this cup
fromme: but still, let your pleasure, notmine, be done. 43And an angel from
heaven came to him, to give him strength. 44 And being in great trouble of
soul, the force of his prayer became stronger, and great drops, like blood,
came from him, falling to the earth. 45And, getting up from prayer, he came
to the disciples, and saw that they were sleeping for sorrow. 46And he said,
Whyare you sleeping? Get up, and give yourselves to prayer, so that youmay
not be put to the test. 47And while he was saying these words, there came a
band of people, and Judas, one of the twelve, was in front of them, and he
came near to Jesus to give him a kiss. 48But Jesus said to him, Judas, will you
be false to the Son ofmanwith a kiss? 49Andwhen thosewhowerewith him
sawwhat was coming, they said, Lord, maywe not make use of our swords?
50And one of them gave a blow to the servant of the high priest, cutting off
his right ear. 51 But Jesus, answering, said, Put up with this, at least. And
touching his ear, he made it well. 52 And Jesus said to the chief priests and
the captains of the Temple and the rulers, who had come against him, Have
you come out as against a thief, with swords and sticks? 53When I was in
the Temple with you every day, your hands were not stretched out against
me: but this is your hour, and the authority of the dark power. 54And they
made him a prisoner and took him away to the house of the high priest. But
Peter went after them at a distance. 55And a fire was lighted in the middle
of the open square, and they were seated together, and Peter was among
them. 56 And a certain woman-servant, seeing him in the light of the fire,
and looking at him with attention, said, This man was with him. 57 But he
said, Woman, it is not true; I have no knowledge of him. 58And after a little
time, another saw him and said, You are one of them; and he said, Man, I am
not. 59And after about an hour, another man said, with decision, Certainly
thismanwaswithhim, for he is aGalilaean. 60AndPeter said,Man, I haveno
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knowledge of these things ofwhich youare talking. And straight away,while
he was saying these words, there came the cry of a cock. 61 And the Lord,
turning, gave Peter a look. And the words of the Lord came to Peter's mind,
how he had said, This night, before the hour of the cock's cry, you will be
false tome three times. 62And hewent out, weeping bitterly. 63And themen
in whose hands Jesus was, made sport of him and gave him blows. 64And,
covering his eyes, they said to him, Are you prophet enough to saywho gave
you that blow? 65And they said a number of other evil things against him.
66Andwhen it was day, the rulers of the people came together, with the chief
priests and the scribes, and they took him before their Sanhedrin, saying,
67 If you are the Christ, say so. But he said, If I say so youwill not have belief;
68 And if I put a question to you, you will not give an answer. 69 But in the
future the Son of man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.
70And they all said, Are you then the Son of God? and he said, You say that I
am. 71And they said,Whatmore need havewe ofwitness? we have the very
words of his mouth.

23
1And theyallwent and tookhimbeforePilate. 2And theymade statements

againsthim, saying, Thismanhas toourknowledgebeen teachingournation
to dowrong, and not tomake payment of taxes to Caesar, even saying that he
himself is Christ, a king. 3AndPilate said tohim,Areyou theKingof the Jews?
And he said in answer, You say so. 4And Pilate said to the chief priests and
the people, In my opinion this man has done no wrong. 5 But they became
more violent than before, saying, He has made trouble among the people,
teaching through all Judaea from Galilee to this place. 6 But at these words
Pilate said, Is the man a Galilaean? 7 And when he saw that he was under
the authority of Herod, he sent him to Herod, who was in Jerusalem himself
at that time. 8 Now when Herod saw Jesus he was very glad, having for a
long time had a desire to see him, for he had had accounts of him, and was
hoping to see some wonders done by him. 9 And he put a great number of
questions to him, but he said nothing. 10And the chief priests and the scribes
were there,making statements against him violently. 11AndHerod, with the
men of his army, put shame on him and made sport of him, and dressing
him in shining robes, he sent him back to Pilate. 12And that day Herod and
Pilate became friendswith oneanother, for before theyhadbeenagainst one
another. 13And Pilate sent for the chief priests and the rulers and the people,
and said to them, 14You say that this man has been teaching the people evil
things: now I, after going into the question before you, see nothing wrong
in this man in connection with the things which you have said against him:
15And Herod is of the same opinion, for he has sent him back to us; for, you
see, he has done nothing for which I might put him to death. 16And so I will
give him punishment and let him go. 17 [] 18 But with loud voices they said
all together, Put thisman to death, andmake Barabbas free. 19Now thisman
was in prison because of an attack against the government in the town, in
which there had been loss of life. 20And Pilate again said to them that it was
his desire to let Jesus go free. 21 But crying out they said, To the cross with
him! 22 And he said to them a third time, Why, what evil has he done? I
see no reason for putting him to death: I will give him punishment and let
him go. 23But they went on crying out loudly, Let him be put to death on the
cross. And they had theirway. 24And Pilate gave his decision for their desire
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to be put into effect. 25 And in answer to their request, he let that man go
free who had been in prison for acting against the government and causing
death, and Jesus he gave up to their pleasure. 26Andwhile they were taking
him away, they put their hands on Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from
the country, and made him take the cross after Jesus. 27 And a great band
of people went after him, and of women making signs of grief and weeping
for him. 28 But Jesus, turning to them, said, Daughters of Jerusalem, let not
your weeping be for me, but for yourselves and for your children. 29For the
days are coming in which they will say, Happy are those who have had no
children, whose bodies have never given birth, whose breasts have never
given milk. 30And they will say to the mountains, Come down on us, and to
the hills, Be a cover over us. 31 For if they do these things when the tree is
green, what will they do when it is dry? 32And two others, evil-doers, were
takenwith him to be put to death. 33Andwhen they came to the placewhich
is named Golgotha, they put him on the cross, and the evil-doers, one on the
right side, and the other on the left. 34And Jesus said, Father, let them have
forgiveness, for they have no knowledge of what they are doing. And they
made division of his clothing among them by the decision of chance. 35And
the people were looking on. And the rulers made sport of him, saying, He
was a saviour of others; let him do something for himself, if he is the Christ,
the man of God's selection. 36And the men of the army made sport of him,
coming tohimandgivinghimbitterwine, 37Andsaying, If youare theKingof
the Jews, get yourself free. 38And these words were put in writing over him,
THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 39 And one of the evil-doers on the cross,
with bitter feeling, said to him, Are you not the Christ? Get yourself and us
out of this. 40 But the other, protesting, said, Have you no fear of God? for
you have a part in the samepunishment, 41Andwith reason; forwe have the
right reward of our acts, but this man has done nothing wrong. 42 And he
said, Jesus, keepme inmindwhen you come in your kingdom. 43Andhe said
to him, Truly I say to you, Today you will be with me in Paradise. 44 And it
was now about the sixth hour; and all the land was dark till the ninth hour;
45 The light of the sun went out, and the curtain in the Temple was parted
in two. 46And Jesus gave a loud cry and said, Father, into your hands I give
my spirit: and when he had said this, he gave up his spirit. 47And when the
captain sawwhatwasdone, hegavepraise toGod, saying,Withoutdoubt this
was an upright man. 48And all the people who had come together to see it,
when they saw the thingswhichwere done,went back againmaking signs of
grief. 49And all his friends and thewomenwho camewith him fromGalilee,
were waiting at a distance, watching these things. 50Now there was a man
named Joseph, a man of authority and a good and upright man 51 (He had
not given his approval to their decision or their acts), of Arimathaea, a town
of the Jews, who was waiting for the kingdom of God: 52 This man went to
Pilate and made a request for the body of Jesus. 53And he took it down, and
folding it in a linen cloth, he put it in a place cut in the rock for a dead body;
and no one had ever been put in it. 54Now it was the day of making ready
and the Sabbath was coming on. 55And the womenwho had comewith him
from Galilee went after him and saw the place and how his body had been
put to rest; 56And theywent back and got ready spices and perfumes; and on
the Sabbath they took their rest, in agreement with the law.
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24
1 But on the first day of the week, at dawn, they came to the place where

his bodyhadbeenput, taking the spiceswhich theyhad got ready. 2And they
saw that the stone had been rolled away. 3And they went in, but the body of
the Lord Jesus was not there. 4And while they were in doubt about it, they
saw twomen in shining clothing by them: 5Andwhile their faces were bent
down to the earth in fear, these said to them, Why are you looking for the
living among the dead? 6He is not here, he has come back to life: have in
mind what he said to you when he was still in Galilee, saying, 7 The Son of
manwill be given up into the hands of evil-doers, and be put to death on the
cross, and on the third day he will come back to life. 8And his words came
back into their minds, 9 And they went away from that place and gave an
account of all these things to the eleven disciples and all the others. 10Now
theywereMaryMagdalene, and Joanna, andMary, themother of James: and
the other women with them said these things to the Apostles. 11 But these
words seemed foolish to them, and they had no belief in them. 12 But Peter
got up and went to the place where the body had been put, and looking in
he saw nothing but the linen cloths, and he went to his house full of wonder
at what had taken place. 13 And then, two of them, on that very day, were
going to a little town named Emmaus, which was about seven miles from
Jerusalem. 14 And they were talking together about all those things which
had taken place. 15 And while they were talking and questioning together,
Jesus himself camenear andwentwith them. 16But their eyeswerenot open
that theymight have knowledge of him. 17Andhe said to them,What are you
talking about together while you go? 18 Then stopping, and looking sadly at
him, one of them, namedCleopas, said to him, Are you the onlyman living in
Jerusalemwho has not had news of the things which have taken place there
at this time? 19And he said to them, What things? And they said, The things
to do with Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet, great in his acts and his
words, before God and all the people: 20And how the chief priests and our
rulers gave himup to be put to death on the cross. 21Butwewere hoping that
he would be the Saviour of Israel. In addition to all this he has now let three
days goby from the timewhen these things tookplace; 22Andcertainwomen
among us gave us cause for wonder, for they went early to the place where
his body had been put, 23 And it was not there; then they came saying that
they had seen a vision of angels who said that he was living. 24And some of
those whowere with us went to the place, and saw that it was as the women
had said, but him they did not see. 25And he said, O foolish men! how slow
you are to give belief to what the prophets have said. 26Was it not necessary
for the Christ to go through these things, and to come into his glory? 27And
hemade clear to themall the things in theWritings, fromMoses and fromall
the prophets, which had to do with himself. 28And they came near the town
to which they were going, and he seemed as if he was going on; 29 But they
kept him back, saying, Do not go, for evening is near, the day is almost gone.
And he went in with them. 30 And when he was seated with them at table,
he took the bread, and said words of blessing and, making division of it, he
gave it to them. 31And then their eyeswere open, and they had knowledge of
him, but he went from their view. 32And they said to one another, Were not
our hearts burning in uswhile hewas talking to us on theway, making clear
to us the holy Writings? 33And that very hour they got up and went back to
Jerusalem, where the eleven and the others had come together. 34And they
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said to them, The Lord has truly come back to life again, and Simon has seen
him. 35And they gave an account of the things which had taken place on the
way, and how,when he gave thembread, they had knowledge of him. 36And
while they were saying these things, he himself was among them, and said
to them, Peace bewith you! 37But theywere full of fear, being of the opinion
that they were seeing a spirit. 38And he said to them,Why are you troubled,
and why are your hearts full of doubt? 39 See; my hands and my feet: it is
I myself; put your hands on me and make certain; for a spirit has not flesh
and bones as you see that I have. 40And when he had said this, he let them
see his hands and his feet. 41Andbecause, for joy andwonder, theywere still
in doubt, he said to them, Have you any food here? 42And they gave him a
bit of cooked fish. 43And before their eyes he took a meal. 44And he said to
them, These are thewordswhich I said to youwhen Iwas still with you, how
it was necessary for all the thingswhich are in thewritings ofMoses and the
prophets and in the Psalms about me, to be put into effect. 45Then he made
the holy Writings clear to their minds. 46And he said to them, So it is in the
Writings that the Christwouldundergodeath, and comeback to life again on
the third day; 47And that teaching about a change of heart and forgiveness
of sins is to be given to Jerusalem first and to all nations in his name. 48You
are witnesses of these things. 49And now I will send to you what my father
has undertaken to give you, but do not go from the town, till the power from
heaven comes to you. 50And he took them out till they were near Bethany,
and lifting up his hands, he gave them a blessing. 51Andwhile he was doing
so, he went from them and was taken up into heaven. 52And they gave him
worship and went back to Jerusalem with great joy. 53And they were in the
Temple at all times, giving praise to God.
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The Good News According to
John

1 From the first he was the Word, and the Word was in relation with God
andwas God. 2ThisWordwas from the first in relationwith God. 3All things
came into existence through him, and without him nothing was. 4 What
came into existence in him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5And
the light goes on shining in the dark; it is not overcome by the dark. 6There
was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came for witness, to
give witness about the light, so that all men might have faith through him.
8He himself was not the light: he was sent to give witness about the light.
9 The true light, which gives light to every man, was then coming into the
world. 10Hewas in theworld, theworldwhich came into being throughhim,
but theworld had no knowledge of him. 11He came to the thingswhichwere
his and his people did not take him to their hearts. 12To all those who did so
takehim, however, he gave the right of becoming childrenofGod— that is, to
those who had faith in his name: 13Whose birth was fromGod and not from
blood, or from an impulse of the flesh and man's desire. 14And so the Word
became flesh and took a place among us for a time; and we saw his glory —
such glory as is given to an only son by his father— saw it to be true and full
of grace. 15 John gave witness about him, crying, This is he of whom I said,
Hewho is coming afterme is put overmebecause hewas in existence before
me. 16Fromhis fullmeasurewehaveall beengivengrace ongrace. 17For the
lawwas given throughMoses; grace and the truewayof life are ours through
Jesus Christ. 18Noman has seen God at any time; the only Son, who is on the
breast of the Father, he hasmade clearwhat God is. 19And this is thewitness
of John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to him with
the question, Who are you? 20He said quite openly and straightforwardly, I
amnot theChrist. 21And they said tohim,What then? AreyouElijah? Andhe
said, I amnot. Are you the prophet? And his answerwas, I amnot. 22So they
said to him, Who are you then? We have to give some answer to those who
sentus. Whathaveyou to sayabout yourself? 23Hesaid, I am thevoice of one
crying in thewaste land,Make straight theway of the Lord, as said Isaiah the
prophet. 24 Those who had been sent came from the Pharisees. 25And they
put this question to him, saying, Why then are you giving baptism if you are
not the Christ, or Elijah, or the prophet? 26 John's answerwas: I give baptism
with water; but there is one among you of whom you have no knowledge;
27 It is he who is coming after me; I am not good enough to undo his shoes.
28These things took place at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where
Johnwas giving baptism. 29The day after, John sees Jesus coming to him and
says, See, here is theLambofGodwho takes away the sinof theworld! 30This
is he of whom I said, One is coming after me who is put over me because he
was in existence beforeme. 31 I myself had no knowledge of him, but I came
giving baptism with water so that he might be seen openly by Israel. 32And
John gave this witness, saying, I saw the Spirit coming down from heaven
like a dove and resting on him. 33 I had no knowledge who he was, but he
who sentme to givebaptismwithwater said tome, Theoneonwhomyou see
the Spirit coming down and resting, it is he who gives baptismwith the Holy
Spirit. 34This I sawmyself andmywitness is that he is the Son of God. 35The



John 1:36 1017 John 2:15

day after, John was there again with two of his disciples; 36 And looking at
Jesuswhile hewaswalking he said, See, there is the Lamb of God! 37Hearing
what he said, the two disciples went after Jesus. 38And Jesus, turning round,
saw themcomingafterhimandsaid to them,What areyou looking for? They
said to him, Rabbi (which is to say, Master), where are you living? 39 He
said to them, Come and see. They went with him then and saw where he
was living; and they were with him all that day: it was then about the tenth
hour of the day. 40Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two men
who, hearing what John said, went after Jesus. 41 Early in the morning he
came across his brother and said to him, We have made discovery! It is the
Messiah! (which is to say, the Christ). 42And he took him to Jesus. Looking
at him fixedly Jesus said, You are Simon, the son of John; your name will be
Cephas (which is to say, Peter). 43The day after this, Jesus had a desire to go
intoGalilee. He cameacross Philip and said to him, Comeandbemydisciple.
44Now Philip's town was Beth-saida, where Andrew and Peter came from.
45Philip came across Nathanael and said to him,We havemade a discovery!
It is he of whom Moses, in the law, and the prophets were writing, Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph. 46Nazareth! said Nathanael, Is it possible for
any good to come out of Nazareth? Philip said to him, Come and see. 47 Jesus
sawNathanael coming to himand said of him, See, here is a true son of Israel
in whom there is nothing false. 48Nathanael said to him, Where did you get
knowledge of me? In answer Jesus said, Before Philip was talking with you,
while you were still under the fig-tree, I saw you. 49Nathanael said to him,
Rabbi, you are the Son of God, you are King of Israel! 50 In answer Jesus said
to him, You have faith because I said to you, I saw you under the fig-tree. You
will see greater things than these. 51Andhe said to him, Truly I say to you all,
Youwill see heaven opening andGod's angels going up and coming down on
the Son of man.

2
1On the third day two people were going to be married at Cana in Galilee.

Themother of Jesus was there: 2And Jesus with his disciples came as guests.
3When theyhadnot enoughwine, themother of Jesus said tohim, Theyhave
nowine. 4 Jesus said to her,Woman, this is not your business; my time is still
to come. 5His mother said to the servants, Whatever he says to you, do it.
6Now six pots of stone, every one taking two or three firkins of water, were
placed there for the purpose of washing, as is the way of the Jews. 7 Jesus
said to the servants, Make the pots full of water. And they made them full
to the top. 8 Then he said to them, Now take some, and give it to the master
of the feast. So they took it to him. 9After tasting the water which had now
become wine, the master of the feast (having no idea where it came from,
though itwasclear to the servantswho took thewaterout) sent for thenewly-
married man, 10And said to him, Every man first puts out his best wine and
when all have had enough he puts out what is not so good; but you have
kept the good wine till now. 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana
in Galilee and let his glory be seen openly; and his disciples put their faith in
him. 12After this hewent down to Capernaum,with hismother, his brothers,
andhisdisciples, and theywere therenotmore than twoor threedays. 13The
time of the Passover of the Jews was near and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
14And there in the Temple he sawmen trading in oxen and sheep and doves,
and he saw the changers of money in their seats: 15And he made a whip of
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small cords and put them all out of the Temple, with the sheep and the oxen,
sending in all directions the small money of the changers and overturning
their tables; 16 And to those who were trading in doves he said, Take these
things away; do not make my Father's house a market. 17And it came to the
minds of thedisciples that theWritings say, I amonfirewithpassion for your
house. 18Then the Jewsput this question to him: What sign of authority have
you togiveus, seeing that youdo these things? 19And Jesus said to them, Send
destructionon this Temple and Iwill put it upagain in threedays. 20The Jews
said, The building of this Temple took forty-six years; and you will put it up
in three days! 21But his words were about that holy building which was his
body. 22Sowhenhehadcomebackagain fromthedead, thememoryof these
words came back to the disciples, and they had faith in the holy Writings
and in the word which Jesus had said. 23 Now while he was in Jerusalem
at the feast of the Passover, a great number of people came to have faith in
his name, after seeing the signs which he did. 24But Jesus did not have faith
in them, because he had knowledge of them all. 25He had no need for any
witness about man; for he himself had knowledge of what was inman.

3
1Now there was among the Pharisees a man named Nicodemus, who was

one of the rulers of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to him,
Rabbi, we are certain that you have come from God as a teacher, because no
man would be able to do these signs which you do if God was not with him.
3 Jesus said to him, Truly, I say to you, Without a new birth no man is able
to see the kingdom of God. 4Nicodemus said to him, How is it possible for
a man to be given birth when he is old? Is he able to go into his mother's
body a second time and come to birth again? 5 Jesus said in answer, Truly,
I say to you, If a man's birth is not from water and from the Spirit, it is not
possible for him to go into the kingdom of God. 6That which has birth from
the flesh is flesh, and that which has birth from the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not
be surprised that I say to you, It is necessary for you to have a second birth.
8Thewind goeswhere its pleasure takes it, and the sound of it comes to your
ears, but you are unable to saywhere it comes fromandwhere it goes: so it is
with everyone whose birth is from the Spirit. 9And Nicodemus said to him,
How is it possible for these things to be? 10And Jesus, answering, said, Are
you the teacher of Israel and have no knowledge of these things? 11 Truly,
I say to you, We say that of which we have knowledge; we give witness of
what we have seen; and you do not take our witness to be true. 12 If you
have no belief when my words are about the things of earth, how will you
have belief if my words are about the things of heaven? 13And no one has
ever gone up to heaven but he who came down from heaven, the Son of
man. 14As the snake was lifted up by Moses in the waste land, even so it is
necessary for the Son ofman to be lifted up: 15So thatwhoever has faithmay
have in him eternal life. 16For God had such love for the world that he gave
his only Son, so that whoever has faith in him may not come to destruction
but have eternal life. 17God did not send his Son into the world to be judge
of the world; he sent him so that the world might have salvation through
him. 18 The man who has faith in him does not come up to be judged; but
he who has no faith in him has been judged even now, because he has no
faith in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the test by whichmen
are judged: the light has come into the world and men have more love for
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the dark than for the light, because their acts are evil. 20 The light is hated
by everyone whose acts are evil and he does not come to the light for fear
that his acts will be seen. 21 But he whose life is true comes to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that his acts have been done by the help of God.
22After these things Jesus and his disciples went into the land of Judaea, and
there hewaswith them for some time, giving baptism. 23Now Johnwas then
giving baptism at Aenon near Salim, because there was much water there;
and people came and were given baptism. 24 For at this time John had not
been put into prison. 25 Then a question came up between John's disciples
and a Jew about washing. 26And they went to John and said to him, Rabbi,
themanwhowaswith you on the other side of the Jordan, theman towhom
yougavewitness, isnowgivingbaptism, andeveryone is going tohim. 27And
this was John's answer: A man is unable to have anything if it is not given
to him from heaven. 28 You yourselves give witness that I said, I am not the
Christ. What I saidwas, I amsent before the Christ. 29Hewhohas the bride is
the husband: but the husband's friend, whose place is by his side andwhose
ears are open to him, is full of joy because of the husband's voice: such ismy
joy, and it is complete. 30He has to become greater while I become less. 31He
who comes fromheaven is greater than all others: hewho comes fromearth
is of the earth, and of the earth are his words: he who comes from heaven is
over all. 32He gives witness of what he has seen and of what has come to his
ears; andnoman takes hiswitness as true. 33Hewho so takes hiswitness has
made clear his faith that God is true. 34For hewhomGod has sent says God's
words; and God does not give him the Spirit by measure. 35 The Father has
love for the Son and has put all things into his hands. 36He who has faith in
the Son has eternal life; but he who has not faith in the Son will not see life;
God's wrath is resting on him.

4
1Nowwhen it was clear to the Lord that word had come to the ears of the

Pharisees that Jesus was making more disciples than John and was giving
them baptism 2 (Though, in fact, it was his disciples who gave baptism, not
Jesus himself), 3 He went out of Judaea into Galilee again. 4 And it was
necessary for him to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town of Samaria
which was named Sychar, near to the bit of land which Jacob gave to his
son Joseph: 6 Now Jacob's fountain was there. Jesus, being tired after his
journey, was resting by the fountain. It was about the sixth hour. 7Awoman
of Samaria came to get water, and Jesus said to her, Give me some water.
8For his disciples had gone to the town to get food. 9The woman of Samaria
said to him, Why do you, a Jew, make a request for water to me, a woman
of Samaria? She said this because Jews have nothing to do with the people
of Samaria. 10 In answer Jesus said, If you had knowledge of what God gives
freely and who it is who says to you, Give me water, you would make your
prayer to him, and he would give you living water. 11 The woman said to
him, Sir, you have no vessel and the fountain is deep; from where will you
get the living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob who gave us
the fountain and took thewater of it himself, withhis childrenandhis cattle?
13 Jesus said to her, Everyonewho takes this water will be in need of it again:
14Butwhoever takes thewater I givehimwillneverbe inneedofdrinkagain;
for the water I give him will become in him a fountain of eternal life. 15The
woman said to him, Sir, give me this water, so that I may not be in need
again of drink and will not have to come all this way for it. 16 Jesus said to
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her, Go, get your husband and come back here with him. 17 In answer, the
woman said, I have no husband. Jesus said to her, You have said rightly,
I have no husband: 18 You have had five husbands, and the man you have
now is not your husband: that was truly said. 19The woman said to him, Sir,
I see that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers gave worship on this mountain,
but you Jews say that the right place for worship is in Jerusalem. 21 Jesus
said to her, Woman, take my word for this; the time is coming when you
will not give worship to the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. 22You
give worship, but without knowledge of what you are worshipping: we give
worship to what we have knowledge of: for salvation comes from the Jews.
23But the time is coming, and is even now here, when the true worshippers
will give worship to the Father in the true way of the spirit, for these are the
worshippers desired by the Father. 24God is Spirit: then let his worshippers
give him worship in the true way of the spirit. 25 The woman said to him, I
am certain that theMessiah, who is named Christ, is coming; whenhe comes
he will make all things clear to us. 26 Jesus said to her, I, who am talking to
you, amhe. 27At that point the disciples came back, and theywere surprised
to see him talking to awoman; but not one of them said to him,What is your
purpose? or, Why are you talking to her? 28 Then the woman put down her
water-pot and went into the town, and said to the people, 29Come and see a
man who has been talking to me of everything I ever did! Is it possible that
this is the Christ? 30 So they went out of the town and came to him. 31While
this was taking place, the disciples were saying to Jesus, Master, take some
food. 32 But he said to them, I have food of which you have no knowledge.
33 So the disciples said one to another, Did anyone give him food? 34 Jesus
said, My food is to do the pleasure of himwho sentme and tomake his work
complete. 35 You would say, Four months from now is the time of the grain-
cutting. Take a look, I say to you, at the fields; they are even now white for
cutting. 36Hewhodoes the cutting nowhas his reward; he is getting together
fruit for eternal life, so that he who did the planting and he who gets in the
grain may have joy together. 37 In this the saying is a true one, One does the
planting, and another gets in the grain. 38 I sent you to get in grainwhich you
had no hand in planting: othermen did that work, and you take the reward.
39Now a number of the people of that town had faith in him because of the
woman's witness: He has been talking to me of everything I ever did. 40 So
when the people came to him they made request to him to be among them
for a time, and he was there two days. 41And a great number more of them
came tohave faith inhimbecause ofwhat hehimself said. 42And they said to
the woman, Nowwe have faith, but not because of your story: we ourselves
have given ear to his words, and we are certain that he is truly the Saviour
of the world. 43And after the two days he went on from there into Galilee.
44 For Jesus himself said that a prophet has no honour in the country of his
birth. 45Sowhenhe came intoGalilee, theGalilaeans tookhim to their hearts
because of the things which they had seen him do in Jerusalem at the feast
— they themselves having been there at the feast. 46 So he came to Cana in
Galilee, where he hadmade thewater wine. And there was a certainman of
high position whose son was ill at Capernaum. 47When it came to his ears
that Jesus had come from Judaea into Galilee, he went to him and made a
request that he would come down to his son, who was near to death, and
make him well. 48 Then Jesus said to him, You will not have faith if you do
not see signs and wonders. 49 The man said, Sir, come down before my boy
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is dead. 50And Jesus said, Go in peace; your son is living. The man had faith
in the word which Jesus said to him and went away. 51 And while he was
going down, his servants came to him and said, Your boy is living. 52 So he
put a question to them as to the hour when he became better; and they said
to him, The disease went from him yesterday at the seventh hour. 53 It was
clear then to the father that thiswas the very time atwhich Jesus said to him,
Your son is living. And he had faith in Jesus, he and all his family. 54Now
this is the second sign which Jesus did after he had come out of Judaea into
Galilee.

5
1 After these things there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to

Jerusalem. 2Now in Jerusalem near the sheep-market there is a public bath
which in Hebrew is named Beth-zatha. It has five doorways. 3 In these
doorways therewerea great numberof peoplewithdifferent diseases: some
unable to see, somewithout the power ofwalking, somewithwasted bodies.
4 [] 5Onemanwas therewho had been ill for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus
saw him there on the floor it was clear to him that he had been now a long
time in that condition, and so he said to theman, Is it your desire to get well?
7The ill man said in answer, Sir, I have nobody to put me into the bath when
the water is moving; and while I am on the way down some other person
gets in before me. 8 Jesus said to him, Get up, take your bed and go. 9 And
theman becamewell straight away, and took up his bed andwent. Now that
daywas the Sabbath. 10So the Jews said to themanwhohadbeenmadewell,
It is the Sabbath; and it is against the law for you to take up your bed. 11He
said to them, But hewhomademewell, said tome, Take up your bed and go.
12Then they put to him the question: Who is the man who said to you, Take
it up and go? 13 Now he who had been made well had no knowledge who
it was, Jesus having gone away because of the number of people who were
in that place. 14After a time Jesus came across him in the Temple and said
to him, See, you are well and strong; do no more sin for fear a worse thing
comes to you. 15 The man went away and said to the Jews that it was Jesus
who hadmade himwell. 16And for this reason the Jewswere turned against
Jesus, because he was doing these things on the Sabbath. 17 But his answer
was: My Father is still working even now, and so I am working. 18 For this
cause the Jews had an even greater desire to put Jesus to death, because not
only did he not keep the Sabbath but he said God was his Father, so making
himself equalwith God. 19So Jesusmade answer and said, Truly I say to you,
The Son is not able to do anything himself; he is able to do only what he sees
the Father doing; whatever the Father does the Son does it in the same way.
20 For the Father has love for the Son and lets him see everything which he
does: and hewill let him see greaterworks than these so that youmaybe full
of wonder. 21 In the same way, as the Father gives life to the dead, even so
the Son gives life to those to whom he is pleased to give it. 22 The Father is
not the judge ofmen, but he has given all decisions into the hands of the Son;
23So that allmenmay give honour to the Son even as they give honour to the
Father. Hewhogives nohonour to the Son gives nohonour to the Fatherwho
sent him. 24Truly I say to you, Themanwhose ears are open tomyword and
who has faith in himwho sentme, has eternal life; hewill not be judged, but
has come from death into life. 25Truly I say to you, The time is coming, it has
even now come, when the voice of the Son of Godwill come to the ears of the
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dead, and those hearing it will have life. 26For even as the Father has life in
himself, so he has given to the Son to have life in himself. 27Andhe has given
himauthority tobe judgebecausehe is the Sonofman. 28Donotbe surprised
at this: for the time is coming when his voice will come to all who are in the
place of the dead, 29And they will come out; those who have done good, into
the new life; and those who have done evil, to be judged. 30Of myself I am
unable to do anything: as the voice comes to me so I give a decision: andmy
decision is right because I havenodesire to dowhat is pleasing tomyself, but
only what is pleasing to him who sent me. 31 If I gave witness about myself,
my witness would not be true. 32 There is another who gives witness about
me and I am certain that the witness he gives about me is true. 33 You sent
to John and he gave true witness. 34But I have no need of a man's witness: I
only say these things so that youmayhave salvation. 35Hewasaburningand
shining light, and for a timeyouwere ready tobehappy inhis light. 36But the
witness which I have is greater than that of John: theworkwhich the Father
has givenme to do, the veryworkwhich I amnowdoing, is awitness that the
Father has sentme. 37And the Father himselfwho sentmehas givenwitness
about me. Not one of you has ever given ear to his voice; his form you have
not seen. 38Andyouhavenot kept hisword in your hearts, because youhave
not faith in himwhom he has sent. 39Youmake search in the holyWritings,
in the belief that through them you get eternal life; and it is those Writings
which give witness about me. 40And still you have no desire to come to me
so that you may have life. 41 I do not take honour from men; 42 But I have
knowledgeof you that youhaveno love forGod inyourhearts. 43 I have come
in my Father's name, and your hearts are not open to me. If another comes
with no other authority but himself, youwill give himyour approval. 44How
is it possible for you to have faith while you take honour one from another
and have no desire for the honour which comes from the only God? 45 Put
out of yourminds the thought that I will say things against you to the Father:
the one who says things against you is Moses, on whom you put your hopes.
46 If you had belief inMoses youwould have belief inme; for hiswritings are
aboutme. 47 If you have no belief in his writings, howwill you have belief in
mywords?

6
1After these things Jesus went away to the other side of the sea of Galilee

— that is, the sea of Tiberias. 2And a great number of people went after him
because they saw the signs which he did on those who were ill. 3Then Jesus
went up the mountain and was seated there with his disciples. 4 Now the
Passover, a feast of the Jews, was near. 5Lifting up his eyes, Jesus saw a great
number of people coming towhere hewas, and he said to Philip,Wheremay
we get bread for all these people? 6 This he said, testing him: for he had no
doubtwhat he himself would do. 7Philipmade answer, Bread to the value of
twohundredpencewouldnot be enough even to give everyone a little. 8One
of his disciples, Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, said to Jesus, 9 There
is a boy here with five barley cakes and two fishes: but what is that among
such a number? 10 Jesus said, Let the people be seated. Now therewasmuch
grass in that place. And those seated on the grass were about five thousand.
11Then Jesus took the cakes and having given praise to God, he gave them to
the people whowere seated, and the fishes in the sameway, asmuch as they
had need of. 12 And when they had had enough, Jesus said to his disciples,
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Take up the broken bits which are over, so that nothingmay bewasted. 13So
they took them up: twelve baskets full of broken bits of the five cakes which
were over after the people had had enough. 14 And when the people saw
the sign which he had done, they said, Truly, this is the prophet who is to
come into the world. 15 Now when Jesus saw that the people were about
to come and take him by force to make him a king, he went away again up
the mountain by himself. 16When evening came the disciples went down
to the sea; 17 And they took a boat and went across the sea in the direction
of Capernaum. By then it was dark and still Jesus had not come to them.
18 The sea was getting rough because of a strong wind which was blowing.
19After they had gone three or four miles they saw Jesus walking on the sea
and coming near to the boat; and they had great fear. 20But he said to them,
It is I, have no fear. 21Then they readily took him into the boat: and straight
away the boat was at the land to which they were going. 22The day after, the
peoplewhowereon theother sideof the sea saw that onlyone small boathad
been there, that Jesus had not gone in that boat with the disciples, but that
the disciples had gone away by themselves. 23 Some other boats, however,
came from Tiberias near to the place where they had taken the bread after
the Lord had given praise. 24 So when the people saw that Jesus was not
there, or his disciples, they got into those boats andwent over to Capernaum
looking for Jesus. 25 And when they came across him on the other side of
the sea they said, Rabbi, when did you come here? 26 Jesus, answering them,
said, Truly I say to you, You come after me, not because you saw signs, but
because you were given the bread and had enough. 27 Let your work not
be for the food which comes to an end, but for the food which goes on for
eternal life, which the Son of man will give to you, for on him has God the
Father put his mark. 28Then they said to him, Howmay we do the works of
God? 29 Jesus, answering, said to them, This is to do the work of God: to have
faith in him whom God has sent. 30 So they said, What sign do you give us,
so that we may see and have faith in you? What do you do? 31Our fathers
had the manna in the waste land, as the Writings say, He gave them bread
from heaven. 32 Jesus then said to them, Truly I say to you,WhatMoses gave
you was not the bread from heaven; it is my Father who gives you the true
bread from heaven. 33The bread of God is the bread which comes down out
of heavenandgives life to theworld. 34Ah, Lord, they said, giveus that bread
for ever! 35And this was the answer of Jesus: I am the bread of life. He who
comes to me will never be in need of food, and he who has faith in me will
never be in need of drink. 36 But it is as I said to you: you have seen me,
and still you have no faith. 37Whatever the Father gives to me will come to
me; and I will not send away anyone who comes to me. 38 For I have come
down from heaven, not to domy pleasure, but the pleasure of himwho sent
me. 39And this is the pleasure of him who sent me, that I am not to let out
of my hands anything which he has given me, but I am to give it new life on
the last day. 40 This, I say, is my Father's pleasure, that everyone who sees
the Son and has faith in him may have eternal life: and I will take him up
on the last day. 41Now the Jews said bitter things about Jesus because of his
words, I amthebreadwhichcamedownfromheaven. 42And they said, Isnot
this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we have seen? How
is it then that he now says, I have come down from heaven? 43 Jesus made
answer and said, Do not say things against me, one to another. 44No man is
able to come to me if the Father who sent me does not give him the desire to
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come: and Iwill take him up from the dead on the last day. 45Thewritings of
the prophets say, And theywill all have teaching fromGod. Everyonewhose
ears have been open to the teaching of the Father comes to me. 46Not that
anyone has ever seen the Father; only he who is from God, he has seen the
Father. 47 Truly I say to you, He who has faith in me has eternal life. 48 I am
the bread of life. 49 Your fathers took the manna in the waste land — and
they are dead. 50 The bread which comes from heaven is such bread that a
manmay take it for food and never see death. 51 I am the living breadwhich
has come from heaven: if anyman takes this bread for food hewill have life
for ever: and more than this, the bread which I will give is my flesh which I
will give for the life of the world. 52 Then the Jews had an angry discussion
among themselves, saying, How is it possible for thisman to give us his flesh
for food? 53Then Jesus said to them, Truly I say to you, If you do not take the
flesh of the Son of man for food, and if you do not take his blood for drink,
you have no life in you. 54He who takes my flesh for food and my blood for
drink has eternal life: and I will take him up from the dead at the last day.
55My flesh is true food andmy blood is true drink. 56He who takes my flesh
for food andmy blood for drink is in me and I in him. 57As the living Father
has sent me, and I have life because of the Father, even so he who takes me
for his foodwill have life because ofme. 58This is the breadwhich has come
downfromheaven. It isnot like the foodwhichyour fathershad: they tookof
the manna, and are dead; but he who takes this bread for food will have life
for ever. 59 Jesus said these things in the Synagogue while he was teaching
at Capernaum. 60 Then, hearing this, a number of his disciples said, This is
a hard saying; who is able to take in such teaching? 61When Jesus became
conscious that his disciples were protesting about what he said, he said to
them, Does this give you trouble? 62What thenwill you say if you see the Son
of man going up to where he was before? 63 The spirit is the life giver; the
flesh is of no value: the words which I have said to you are spirit and they
are life. 64But still some of you have no faith. For it was clear to Jesus from
the firstwho theywerewho had no faith, andwho itwaswhowould be false
to him. 65 And he said, This is why I said to you, No man is able to come to
me if he is not given the power to do so by the Father. 66Because of what he
said, a number of the disciples went back and would no longer go with him.
67 So Jesus said to the twelve, Have you a desire to go away? 68 Then Simon
Peter gave this answer: Lord, to whom are we to go? you have the words of
eternal life; 69Andwehave faith and are certain that you are theHolyOne of
God. 70Then Jesus said, Did I notmake a selection of you, the twelve, and one
of you is a son of the Evil One? 71He was talking of Judas, the son of Simon
Iscariot. It was he whowas to be false to Jesus— one of the twelve.

7
1After this, Jesus went from place to place in Galilee. He did not go about

in Judaea, because the Jews were looking for a chance to put him to death.
2But the feast of the Jews, the feast of tents, was near. 3So his brothers said to
him, Go away fromhere into Judaea so that your disciplesmay see theworks
which you do. 4 Because no man does things secretly if he has a desire that
menmay have knowledge of him. If you do these things, let yourself be seen
by all men. 5For even his brothers had no belief in him. 6 Jesus said to them,
My time is still to come, but any time is good for you. 7 It is not possible for
you to be hated by theworld; but I amhated by it, because I givewitness that
what it does is evil. 8Goyouup to the feast: I amnot going upnow to the feast
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because my time has not fully come. 9Having said these things to them, he
still kept in Galilee. 10But after his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he
went up, not publicly, but in secret. 11At the feast the Jews were looking for
him and saying, Where is he? 12And there was much discussion about him
among the mass of the people. Some said, He is a goodman; but others said,
No, he is giving people false ideas. 13 But no man said anything about him
openly for fear of the Jews. 14Now in themiddle of the feast Jesuswent up to
theTemple andwas teaching. 15Then the Jewswere surprised and said, How
has this man got knowledge of books? He has never been to school. 16 Jesus
gave them this answer: It is not my teaching, but his who sent me. 17 If any
man is ready todoGod's pleasurehewill haveknowledgeof the teachingand
ofwhere it comes from— fromGodor frommyself. 18Themanwhosewords
come from himself is looking for glory for himself, but he who is looking for
the glory of himwho sent him— thatman is true and there is no evil in him.
19 Did not Moses give you the law? Even so, not one of you keeps the law.
Why have you a desire to put me to death? 20 The people said in answer,
You have an evil spirit: who has any desire to put you to death? 21 This was
the answer of Jesus: I have done one work and you are all surprised at it.
22Moses gave you circumcision — not that it comes from Moses, but from
the fathers — and even on the Sabbath you give a child circumcision. 23 If a
child is given circumcision on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses may not
be broken, why are you angry with me because I made a man completely
well on the Sabbath? 24Let not your decisions be based onwhat you see, but
on righteousness. 25Then someof thepeople of Jerusalemsaid, Is not this the
man whose death is desired? 26And here he is talking openly and they say
nothing to him! Is it possible that the rulers have knowledge that this is truly
theChrist? 27However, it is clear touswhere thismancomes from: butwhen
the Christ comes no onewill have knowledgewhere he comes from. 28Then,
when he was teaching in the Temple, Jesus said with a loud voice, You have
knowledge ofme and you have knowledge ofwhere I come from; and I have
not comeofmyself; but there isOnewhohas sentme; he is true, but youhave
no knowledge of him. 29 I have knowledge of him because I came from him
and he sentme. 30Then they had a desire to take him: but noman put hands
on himbecause his hourwas still to come. 31And numbers of the people had
belief in him, and they said, When the Christ comes will he do more signs
than this man has done? 32This discussion of the people came to the ears of
the Pharisees; and the chief priests and the Pharisees sent servants to take
him. 33 Then Jesus said, I will be with you a little longer and then I go to
him who sent me. 34 You will be looking for me, and you will not see me:
and where I am you may not come. 35 So the Jews said among themselves,
To what place is he going where we will not see him? will he go to the Jews
living among the Greeks and become the teacher of the Greeks? 36What is
this saying of his, You will be looking for me and will not see me, and where
I am you may not come? 37On the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus
got up and said in a loud voice, If any man is in need of drink let him come
to me and I will give it to him. 38He who has faith in me, out of his body,
as the Writings have said, will come rivers of living water. 39This he said of
the Spirit whichwould be given to thosewho had faith in him: the Spirit had
not been given then, because the glory of Jesus was still to come. 40When
these words came to their ears, some of the people said, This is certainly the
prophet. 41 Others said, This is the Christ. But others said, Not so; will the
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Christ come from Galilee? 42Do not the Writings say that the Christ comes
of the seed of David and from Beth-lehem, the little town where David was?
43 So there was a division among the people because of him. 44 And some
of them had a desire to take him; but no man put hands on him. 45Then the
servantswent back to the chief priests andPharisees, who said to them,Why
have you not got him with you? 46 The servants made answer, No man ever
said things like this man. 47 Then the Pharisees said to them, Have you, like
the others, been given false ideas? 48Have any of the rulers belief in him,
or any one of the Pharisees? 49But these people who have no knowledge of
the law are cursed. 50Nicodemus— hewho had come to Jesus before, being
himself one of them— said to them, 51 Is a man judged by our law before it
has givenhimahearing andhas knowledge ofwhat hehas done? 52Thiswas
their answer: And do you come from Galilee? Make search and you will see
that no prophet comes out of Galilee. 53 [And everymanwent to his house;

8
1 But Jesus went to the Mountain of Olives. 2 And early in the morning

he came again into the Temple and all the people came to him and he was
seated teaching them. 3Now the scribes and Pharisees came, with a woman
who had been taken in the act of sinning against themarried relation; 4And
putting her forward, they said to him, Master, this woman has been taken in
the very act of sinning against the married relation. 5Now in the lawMoses
gavedirections that suchwomenwere tobe stoned;whatdoyousayabout it?
6They said this, testing him, so that theymight have something against him.
But Jesus, with his head bent down, made letters on the floor with his finger.
7Butwhen theywent onwith their questions, he got up and said to them, Let
him among you who is without sin be the first to send a stone at her. 8And
again, with bent head, he made letters on the floor. 9 And when his words
came to their ears, theywent out one by one, startingwith the oldest even to
the last, because they were conscious of what was in their hearts: and Jesus
was there by himself with the woman before him. 10Then Jesus got up, and
seeing nobody but the woman, he said to her, Where are the men who said
things against you? did no one give a decision against you? 11And she said,
No man, Lord. And Jesus said, And I do not give a decision against you: go,
and never do wrong again.] 12 Then again Jesus said to them, I am the light
of the world; he who comes with me will not be walking in the dark but will
have the light of life. 13 So the Pharisees said to him, The witness you give is
about yourself: yourwitness is not true. 14 Jesus said in answer, Even if I give
witness aboutmyself,mywitness is true, because I haveknowledgeofwhere
I came from and where I am going; but you have no knowledge of where I
come from or of where I am going. 15 You are judging from what you see; I
am judging no man. 16 Even if I am judging, my decision is right, because I
amnot bymyself—withme is the Fatherwho sentme. 17Even in your law it
is said that the witness of twomen is true. 18 I give witness aboutmyself and
the Father who sent me gives witness about me. 19 Then they said to him,
Where is your Father? Jesus said in answer, You have no knowledge of me
or of my Father: if you had knowledge of me you would have knowledge of
my Father. 20 Jesus said these words in the place where the offerings were
stored, while he was teaching in the Temple: but no man took him because
his timewas still to come. 21Thenhe said to themagain, I amgoing away and
you will be looking for me, but death will overtake you in your sins. It is not
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possible for you to come where I am going. 22 So the Jews said, Will he take
his life? Is that why he says, Where I go it is not possible for you to come?
23 And he said to them, You are of the earth; I am from heaven: you are of
this world; I am not of this world. 24 For this reason I said to you that death
will overtake you in your sins: for if you have not faith that I am he, death
will come to you while you are in your sins. 25 Then they said to him, Who
are you? Jesus said, What I said to you from the first. 26 I have much to say
about you and against you: but he who sent me is true and what he has said
to me I say to the world. 27 They did not see that his words were about the
Father. 28So Jesus said,When the Son ofman has been lifted up by you, then
it will be clear to youwho I am, and that I do nothing ofmyself, but say as the
Father gaveme teaching. 29Hewho sentme iswithme; he has not gone from
me, because at all times I do the thingswhich are pleasing to him. 30Whenhe
said this a number came to have faith in him. 31 Then Jesus said to the Jews
who had faith in him, If you keep my word, then you are truly my disciples;
32And youwill have knowledge of what is true, and that will make you free.
33 They said to him in answer, We are Abraham's seed and have never been
any man's servant: why do you say, You will become free? 34 And this was
the answer Jesus gave them: Truly I say to you, Everyone who does evil is
the servant of sin. 35Now the servant does not go on living in the house for
ever, but the son does. 36 If then the son makes you free, you will be truly
free. 37 I am conscious that you are Abraham's seed; but you have a desire
to put me to death because my word has no place in you. 38 I say the things
which I have seen in my Father's house: and you do the things which come
to you from your father's house. 39 In answer they said to him, Our father is
Abraham. Jesus said to them, If you were Abraham's children you would do
what Abraham did. 40But now you have a desire to put me to death, a man
who has said to you what is true, as I had it from God: Abraham did not do
that. 41You are doing theworks of your father. They said to him,We are true
sons of Abraham; we have one Father, who is God. 42 Jesus said to them, If
Godwas your Father youwould have love forme, because it was fromGod I
came and am here. I did not come of myself, but he sent me. 43Why are my
wordsnot clear to you? It is because your ears are shut tomy teaching. 44You
are the children of your father the Evil One and it is your pleasure to do his
desires. From the first he was a taker of life; and he did not go in the true
way because there is no true thing in him. When he says what is false, it is
natural to him, for he is false and the father of what is false. 45But because I
saywhat is true, you have no belief inme. 46Which of you is able truly to say
that I am a sinner? If I say what is true, why have you no belief in me? 47He
who is a child of God gives ear to thewords of God: your ears are not open to
them because you are not from God. 48 The Jews said to him in answer, Are
we not right in saying that you are of Samaria and have an evil spirit? 49And
thiswas the answer of Jesus: I have not an evil spirit; but I give honour tomy
Father and you do not give honour to me. 50 I, however, am not in search of
glory formyself: there isOnewho is searching for it andhe is judge. 51Truly I
say toyou, If amankeepsmywordhewill never seedeath. 52The Jews said to
him, Now we are certain that you have an evil spirit. Abraham is dead, and
the prophets are dead; and you say, If a man keeps my word he will never
see death. 53Are you greater than our father Abraham,who is dead? and the
prophets are dead: who do you say that you are? 54 Jesus said in answer, If I
take glory formyself, my glory is nothing: it ismy Fatherwho givesme glory,
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of whom you say that he is your God. 55You have no knowledge of him, but
I have knowledge of him; and if I said I have no knowledge of him I would
be talking falsely like you: but I have full knowledge of him, and I keep his
word. 56 Your father Abraham was full of joy at the hope of seeing my day:
he saw it and was glad. 57 Then the Jews said to him, You are not fifty years
old; have you seen Abraham? 58 Jesus said to them, Truly I say to you, Before
Abraham came into being, I am. 59So they took up stones to send at him: but
Jesus got secretly out of their way andwent out of the Temple.

9
1And when he went on his way, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his

disciples put a question to him, saying, Master, was it because of this man's
sin, or the sin of his father and mother, that he has been blind from birth?
3 Jesus said in answer, It was not because of his sin, or because of his father's
or mother's; it was so that the works of God might be seen openly in him.
4While it is daywehave to do theworks of himwho sentme: thenight comes
whennoworkmaybedone. 5As longas I am in theworld, I amthe light of the
world. 6Having said these words, he put earth, mixed with water from his
mouth, on the man's eyes, 7And said to him, Go and make yourself clean in
thebathof Siloam (the senseof thename is, Sent). Sohewent awayand, after
washing, came back able to see. 8 Then the neighbours and others who had
seenhimbefore in the street,withhis handout formoney, said, Is not this the
man who got money from people? 9 Some said, It is he: others said, No, but
he is like him. He said, I am he. 10 So they said to him, How then were your
eyes made open? 11His answer was: Themanwho is named Jesus put earth
mixed with water on my eyes, and said to me, Go and make yourself clean
in Siloam: so I went away and, after washing, am now able to see. 12 And
they said to him,Where is he? His answerwas: I have no knowledge. 13They
took him before the Pharisees — this man who had been blind. 14Now the
day on which the earth was mixed by Jesus and the man's eyes were made
open was the Sabbath. 15 So the Pharisees put more questions to him about
how his eyes had beenmade open. And he said to them, He put earth onmy
eyes, and I had a wash and am able to see. 16 Then some of the Pharisees
said, That man has not come from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.
Others said, How is it possible for a sinner to do such signs? So there was a
division among them. 17Again they said to the blindman, What have you to
say about him for opening your eyes? And he said, He is a prophet. 18Now
the Jews had no belief in the statement that he had been blind and was now
able to see, till they sent for the father andmother of themanwhose eyeshad
beenmade open, 19And put the question to them, saying, Is this your son, of
whomyou say that hewas blind at birth? how is it then that he is nowable to
see? 20 In answer his father and mother said, We are certain that this is our
son and that he was blind at birth: 21 But how it is he is now able to see, or
who made his eyes open, we are not able to say: put the question to him; he
is old enough to give an answer for himself. 22They said this because of their
fear of the Jews: for the Jews had come to an agreement that if anyman said
that Jesus was the Christ he would be put out of the Synagogue. 23 That was
the reason why they said, He is old enough; put the question to him. 24 So
they sent a second time for the man who had been blind and they said to
him, Give glory to God: it is clear to us that this man is a sinner. 25He said
in answer, I have no knowledge if he is a sinner or not, but one thing I am
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certain about; I was blind, and now I see. 26Then they said to him,What did
he do to you? how did he give you the use of your eyes? 27His answer was:
I have said it before, but your ears were shut: why would you have me say
it again? is it your desire to become his disciples? 28 And they were angry
with him and said, You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We
are certain that God gave his word to Moses: but as for this man, we have
no knowledge where he comes from. 30 The man said in answer, Why, here
is a strange thing! You have no knowledge where he comes from though he
gave me the use of my eyes. 31We have knowledge that God does not give
ear to sinners, but if any man is a worshipper of God and does his pleasure,
tohimGod's ears areopen. 32 In all theyearsnobodyhas everbefore seen the
eyes of a man blind from birth made open. 33 If this man did not come from
God he would be unable to do anything. 34 Their answer was: You came to
birth through sin; do you make yourself our teacher? And they put him out
of the Synagogue. 35 It came to the ears of Jesus that theyhadputhimout, and
meeting him he said, Have you faith in the Son ofman? 36He said in answer,
Andwho is he, Lord? Say, so that Imayhave faith in him. 37 Jesus said to him,
You have seen him; it is he who is talking to you. 38And he said, Lord, I have
faith. Andhegavehimworship. 39And Jesus said, I came into thisworld tobe
a judge, so that thosewhodonot seemay see, and thosewho seemaybecome
blind. 40 These words came to the ears of the Pharisees who were with him
and they said to him, Are we, then, blind? 41 Jesus said to them, If you were
blind you would have no sin: but now that you say, We see; your sin is there
still.

10
1 Truly I say to you, He who does not go through the door into the place

where the sheep are kept, but gets in by some other way, is a thief and an
outlaw. 2He who goes in by the door is the keeper of the sheep. 3The porter
lets him in; and the sheep give ear to his voice; he says over the names of the
sheep, and takes them out. 4When he has got them all out, he goes before
them, and the sheep go after him, for they have knowledge of his voice.
5Theywill not go after another who is not their keeper, but will go from him
in flight, because his voice is strange to them. 6 In this Jesus was teaching
them in the formof a story: butwhat he saidwas not clear to them. 7So Jesus
said again, Truly I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who came
before me are thieves and outlaws: but the sheep did not give ear to them.
9 I am the door: if any man goes in through me he will have salvation, and
will go in and go out, and will get food. 10 The thief comes only to take the
sheep and to put them to death: he comes for their destruction: I have come
so that they may have life and have it in greater measure. 11 I am the good
keeper of sheep: the good keeper gives his life for the sheep. 12He who is a
servant, and not the keeper or the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming
and goes in flight, away from the sheep; and the wolf comes down on them
and sends them in all directions: 13Because he is a servant he has no interest
in the sheep. 14 I am the good keeper; I have knowledge of my sheep, and
they have knowledge ofme, 15Even as the Father has knowledge ofme and I
of the Father; and I amgivingmy life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep
which are not of this field: I will be their guide in the same way, and they
will give ear tomy voice, so therewill be one flock and one keeper. 17For this
reason am I loved by the Father, because I give up my life so that I may take
it again. 18No one takes it away fromme; I give it up of myself. I have power
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to give it up, and I have power to take it again. These orders I have from
my Father. 19 There was a division again among the Jews because of these
words. 20And a number of them said, He has an evil spirit and is out of his
mind; why do you give ear to him? 21Others said, These are not thewords of
onewhohas an evil spirit. Is it possible for an evil spirit tomakeblindpeople
see? 22Then came the feast of the opening of the Temple in Jerusalem: it was
winter; 23And Jesus was walking in the Temple, in Solomon's covered way.
24Then the Jews came round him, saying, how long are you going to keep us
in doubt? If you are the Christ, say so clearly. 25 Jesus said in answer, I have
said it and you have no belief: the works which I do in my Father's name,
these givewitness aboutme. 26But you have no belief because you are not of
my sheep. 27My sheep give ear to my voice, and I have knowledge of them,
and they come afterme: 28And I give them eternal life; theywill never come
to destruction, and no onewill ever take them out ofmy hand. 29That which
my Father has given tome hasmore value than all; and no one is able to take
anything out of the Father's hand. 30 I and my Father are one. 31 Then the
Jews took up stones again to send at him. 32 Jesus said to them in answer, I
have let you see a number of goodworks from the Father; for which of those
works are you stoningme? 33This was their answer: We are not stoning you
for a good work but for evil words; because being a man youmake yourself
God. 34 In answer, Jesus said, Is there not a saying in your law, I said, You are
gods? 35 If he said they were gods, to whom the word of God came (and the
Writings may not be broken), 36Do you say of him whom the Father made
holy and sent into the world, Your words are evil; because I said, I am God's
Son? 37 If I am not doing the works of my Father, do not have belief in me;
38But if I am doing them, then have belief in the works even if you have no
belief in me; so that you may see clearly and be certain that the Father is in
me and I am in the Father. 39Then again they made an attempt to take him;
but he got away from them. 40 And he went again to the other side of the
Jordan, to the place where John first gave baptism; and he was there for a
time. 41And a great number of people came to him, saying, John did no sign:
but everything John said of thismanwas true. 42Andanumber came tohave
faith in him there.

11
1Nowa certainmannamedLazaruswas ill; hewas of Bethany, the townof

Mary and her sisterMartha. 2 (TheMarywhose brother Lazaruswas ill, was
the Mary who put perfumed oil on the Lord and made his feet dry with her
hair.) 3So the sisters sent to him, saying, Lord, your dear friend is ill. 4When
this came to his ears, Jesus said, The end of this disease is not death, but the
glory of God, so that the Son of Godmay have glory because of it. 5Now Jesus
had love in his heart for Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when the
news came to him that Lazaruswas ill, he did not go from the placewhere he
was for two days. 7Then after that time he said to his disciples, Let us go into
Judaea again. 8 The disciples said to him, Master, the Jews were attempting
only the other day to have you stoned, and are you going back there again?
9 Then Jesus said in answer, Are there not twelve hours in the day? A man
may go about in the day without falling, because he sees the light of this
world. 10 But if a man goes about in the night, he may have a fall because
the light is not in him. 11These things said he: and after that he said to them,
Lazarus our friend is at rest; but I go so that I maymake him come out of his
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sleep. 12Then his disciples said to him, Lord, if he is resting he will get well.
13 Jesus, however, was talking of his death: but they had the idea that he was
talking about taking rest in sleep. 14Then Jesus said to them clearly, Lazarus
is dead. 15 And because of you I am glad I was not there, so that you may
have faith; but let us go to him. 16 Then Thomas, who was named Didymus,
said to the other disciples, Let us go so that we may be with him in death.
17Now when Jesus came, he made the discovery that Lazarus had been put
into the earth fourdaysbefore. 18NowBethanywasnear to Jerusalem, about
two miles away; 19And a number of Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
give them comfort about their brother. 20When Martha had the news that
Jesus was on the way, she went out to him, but Mary did not go from the
house. 21 Then Martha said to Jesus, Lord, if you had been here my brother
would not be dead. 22But I am certain that, even now, whatever request you
make to God, God will give it to you. 23 Jesus said to her, Your brother will
come to life again. 24Martha said to him, I am certain that he will come to
life again when all come back from the dead at the last day. 25 Jesus said
to her, I am myself that day and that life; he who has faith in me will have
life even if he is dead; 26 And no one who is living and has faith in me will
ever see death. Is this your faith? 27 She said to him, Yes, Lord: my faith
is that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.
28And having said this, she went away and said secretly to her sister Mary,
The Master is here and has sent for you. 29 And Mary, hearing this, got up
quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not at this time come into the
town, butwas still in the placewhereMartha had seen him. 31Then the Jews
whowerewith her in the house, comforting her, when they sawMary get up
quickly and go out, went after her in the belief that shewas going to the place
of the dead andwould beweeping there. 32WhenMary came towhere Jesus
was and saw him, she went down at his feet, saying, Lord, if you had been
here my brother would not be dead. 33 And when Jesus saw her weeping,
and saw the Jews weeping who came with her, his spirit was moved and he
was troubled, 34 And said, Where have you put him? They said, Come and
see, Lord. 35 And Jesus himself was weeping. 36 So the Jews said, See how
dear he was to him! 37But some of them said, This man, whomade open the
eyes of the blind man, was he not able to keep his friend from death? 38 So
Jesus, deeply troubled in heart, came to the place of the dead. It was a hole
in the rock, and a stone was over the opening. 39 Jesus said, Take away the
stone. Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said, Lord, by this time the
body will be smelling, for he has been dead four days. 40 Jesus said to her,
Did I not say to you that if you had faith youwould see the glory of God? 41So
they took away the stone. And Jesus, looking up to heaven, said, Father, I give
praise to you for hearing me. 42 I was certain that your ears are at all times
open to me, but I said it because of these who are here, so that they may see
that you sent me. 43Then he said in a loud voice, Lazarus, come out! 44And
he who was dead came out, with linen bands folded tightly about his hands
and feet, and a cloth about his face. Jesus said to them,Make him free and let
him go. 45 Then a number of the Jews who had come to Mary and had seen
the things which Jesus did had belief in him. 46But some of themwent to the
Phariseeswith the news ofwhat Jesus had done. 47Then the high priests and
the Pharisees had ameeting and said,What arewe doing? Thisman is doing
a number of signs. 48 If we let him go on in this way, everybody will have
belief in him and the Romans will come and take away our place and our
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nation. 49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to
them, You have no knowledge of anything; 50You do not see that it is in your
interest for one man to be put to death for the people, so that all the nation
may not come to destruction. 51He did not say this of himself, but being the
high priest that year he said, as a prophet, that Jesus would be put to death
for the nation; 52And not for that nation only, but for the purpose of uniting
in one body the children of God all over theworld. 53And from that day they
took thought together how to put him to death. 54 So Jesus no longer went
about publicly among the Jews, but went from there into the country near
to the waste land, to a town named Ephraim, where he was for some time
with the disciples. 55Now the Passover of the Jews was near, and numbers
of people went up from the country to Jerusalem to make themselves clean
before thePassover. 56Theywere looking for Jesus and saying to oneanother
while they were in the Temple, What is your opinion? Will he not come to
the feast? 57Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if
anyonehad knowledgewhere hewas, hewas to give themword, so that they
might take him.

12
1Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethanywhere Lazarus

was, whom Jesus hadmade to come back from the dead. 2So theymade him
ameal there, andhewaswaitedonbyMartha, andLazaruswasamong those
whowere seatedwith himat table. 3ThenMary, taking a poundof perfumed
oil of great value, put it on the feet of Jesus and made them dry with her
hair: and the house became full of the smell of the perfume. 4 But one of
his disciples, Judas Iscariot (who was to give him up), said, 5Why was not
this perfume traded for three hundred pence, and the money given to the
poor? 6 (He said this, not because he had any love for the poor; but because
he was a thief, and, having the money-bag, took for himself what was put
into it.) 7 Then Jesus said, Let her be. Let her keep what she has for the day
of my death. 8 The poor you have ever with you, but me you have not for
ever. 9 Then a great number of the Jews had news that he was there: and
they came, not only because of Jesus, but so that theymight see Lazaruswho
had been dead and to whom he had given life. 10Now there was talk among
the chief priests of putting Lazarus to death; 11 For because of him a great
number of the Jews went away and had belief in Jesus. 12 The day after, a
greatnumberofpeoplewhowere there for the feast,when theyhad thenews
that Jesuswas coming to Jerusalem, 13Tookbranches of palm-trees andwent
out to him, crying, A blessing on him who comes in the name of the Lord,
the King of Israel! 14 And Jesus saw a young ass and took his seat on it; as
the Writings say, 15Have no fear, daughter of Zion: see your King is coming,
seated on a young ass. 16 (These things were not clear to his disciples at first:
but when Jesus had been lifted up into his glory, then it came to their minds
that these things in the Writings were about him and that they had been
done to him.) 17Now the people who were with himwhen his voice came to
Lazarus in the place of the dead, and gave him life again, had been talking
about it. 18 And that was the reason the people went out to him, because
it had come to their ears that he had done this sign. 19 Then the Pharisees
said one to another, You see, you are unable to do anything: the world has
gone after him. 20Now there were some Greeks among the people who had
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comeup to giveworship at the feast: 21They came to Philip,whowas of Beth-
saida inGalilee, andmadea request, saying, Sir,wehave adesire to see Jesus.
22Philip went and gave word of it to Andrew; and Andrew went with Philip
to Jesus. 23And Jesus said to them in answer, The hour of the glory of the Son
of man has come. 24Truly I say to you, If a seed of grain does not go into the
earth and come to an end, it is still a seed and nomore; but through its death
it gives much fruit. 25Hewho is in love with life will have it taken from him;
andhewhohas no care for his life in thisworldwill keep it for ever and ever.
26 If any man is my servant, let him come after me; and where I am, there
will my servant be. If anyman becomesmy servant, my Fatherwill give him
honour. 27Now is my soul troubled; and what am I to say? Father, keep me
from this hour. No: for this purpose have I come to this hour. 28 Father, give
glory to your name. Then there came a voice out of heaven, saying, I have
given it glory, and I will give it glory again. 29Hearing the sound, a number
of peoplewhowere there said that it was thunder: others said, An angel was
talking tohim. 30 Jesus said in answer, This voice camenot formebut for you.
31Now is thisworld to be judged: nowwill the ruler of thisworld be sent out.
32And I, if I am liftedup fromtheearth,willmakeallmencome tome. 33 (This
he said, pointing to the sort of death he would have.) 34 Then the people in
answer said to him, The law says that the Christ will have life without end:
how say you then that it is necessary for the Son ofman to be lifted up? Who
is this Son of man? 35 Jesus said to them, For a little time longer the light will
be among you; while you have the light go on walking in it, so that the dark
may not overtake you: one walking in the dark has no knowledge of where
he is going. 36 In so far as you have the light, put your faith in the light so
that you may become sons of light. With these words Jesus went away and
for a time was not seen again by them. 37 But though he had done such a
number of signs before them, they still had no belief in him: 38 So that the
words of the prophet Isaiah might come true, when he said, Lord, who has
any belief in our preaching? and the arm of the Lord, to whom has it been
unveiled? 39For this reason they were unable to have belief, because Isaiah
said again, 40He has made their eyes blind, and their hearts hard; for fear
that theymight seewith their eyes and get knowledgewith their hearts, and
be changed, and Imightmake themwell. 41 (Isaiah said thesewords because
he saw his glory. His words were about him.) 42However, a number even of
the rulers had belief in him, but because of the Pharisees they did not say so
openly for fear that they might be shut out from the Synagogue: 43 For the
praise of men was dearer to them than the approval of God. 44 Then Jesus
saidwith a loud voice, Hewhohas faith inme, has faith not inme, but in him
who sentme. 45Andhewho seesme, sees himwho sentme. 46 I have comeas
a light into the world, so that no one who has faith in me will go on living in
the dark. 47And if anyman gives ear to mywords and does not keep them, I
amnot his judge: I did not come to be judge of theworld but to give salvation
to the world. 48He who puts me on one side and does not take my words to
heart, is not without a judge: thewordwhich I have saidwill be his judge on
the last day. 49For I have not said it onmy authority, but the Father who sent
me gave me orders what to say and how to say it. 50And I have knowledge
that his order is eternal life: so that the thingswhich I say, I say them even as
the Father says them tome.
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13
1Nowbefore the feast of thePassover, itwas clear to Jesus that the timehad

come for him to go away from thisworld to the Father. Having once had love
for those in the world who were his, his love for them went on to the end.
2So while ameal was going on, the Evil One having now put it into the heart
of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to be false to him, 3 Jesus, being conscious that
the Fatherhadput everything intohis hands, and that he came fromGodand
was going to God, 4Got up from table, put off his robe and took a cloth and
put it round him. 5Then he put water into a basin and was washing the feet
of the disciples and drying them with the cloth which was round him. 6 So
he came to Simon Peter. Peter said, Lord, are my feet to be washed by you?
7And Jesus, answering, said to him, What I do is not clear to you now, but it
will be clear to you in time to come. 8 Peter said, I will never let my feet be
washed by you, never. Jesus said in answer, If I do not make you clean you
have no part with me. 9 Simon Peter said to him, Lord, not my feet only, but
my hands andmy head. 10 Jesus said to him, Hewho is bathed has need only
to have his feet washed and then he is clean all over: and you, my disciples,
are clean, but not all of you. 11 (He had knowledgewhowas false to him; that
is why he said, You are not all clean.) 12 Then, after washing their feet and
putting on his robe again, he took his seat and said to them, Do you see what
I have done to you? 13 You give me the name of Master and Lord: and you
are right; that is what I am. 14 If then I, the Lord and the Master, have made
your feet clean, it is right for you to make one another's feet clean. 15 I have
given you an example, so that you may do what I have done to you. 16Truly
I say to you, A servant is not greater than his lord; and he who is sent is not
greater than the one who sent him. 17 If these things are clear to you, happy
are you if you do them. 18 I am not talking of you all: I have knowledge of
my true disciples, but things are as they are, so that the Writings may come
true, The foot of himwho takesbreadwithme is liftedupagainstme. 19From
this time forward, I give you knowledge of things before they come about, so
that when they come about you may have belief that I am he. 20 Truly I say
to you, Hewho takes to his heart anyonewhom I send, takesme to his heart;
and he who so takesme, takes himwho sent me. 21When Jesus had said this
he was troubled in spirit, and gave witness, saying, Truly I say to you, that
one of you will be false to me. 22 Then the eyes of the disciples were turned
on one another, in doubt as to whom he had in mind. 23 There was at table
one of his disciples, the one dear to Jesus, resting his head on Jesus' breast.
24Making a sign to him, Simon Peter said,Who is it he is talking about? 25He,
then, resting his head on Jesus' breast, said to him, Lord, who is it? 26 This
was the answer Jesus gave: It is the one to whom I will give this bit of bread
after I have put it in the vessel. Then he took the bit of bread, put it into the
vessel, and gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27Andwhen Judas took
the bread Satan went into him. Then Jesus said to him, Do quickly what you
have to do. 28Now it was not clear to anyone at tablewhy he said this to him.
29Somewereof theopinion thatbecause Judaskept themoney-bag Jesus said
to him, Get the things we have need of for the feast; or, that he was to give
something to the poor. 30 So Judas, having taken the bit of bread, straight
away went out: and it was night. 31 Then when he had gone out, Jesus said,
Now is glory given to the Son ofman, and God is given glory in him. 32 If God
is given glory in him, God will give him glory in himself, and will give him
glory even now. 33My dear children, I am only to be with you a little longer.
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Then youwill be looking forme: and as I said to the Jews, so now I say to you,
Where I am going youmay not come. 34 I give you a new law: Have love one
for another; even as I have had love for you, so are you to have love one for
another. 35By this it will be clear to all men that you are my disciples, if you
have love one for another. 36 Simon Peter said to him, Lord, where are you
going? Jesus said in answer, Where I am going you may not come with me
now, but you will come later. 37Peter said to him, Why may I not come with
you even now? Iwill give upmy life for you. 38 Jesus said in answer,Will you
give up your life forme? Truly I say to you, Before the cry of the cock youwill
have said three times that you are not my disciple.

14
1 Let not your heart be troubled: have faith in God and have faith in me.

2 In my Father's house are rooms enough; if it was not so, would I have said
that I am going to make ready a place for you? 3And if I go and make ready
a place for you, I will come back again and will take you to be with me, so
that you may be where I am. 4 And you all have knowledge of where I am
going, and of the way to it. 5 Thomas said, Lord, we have no knowledge of
where you are going; howmay we have knowledge of the way? 6 Jesus said
to him, I am the true and living way: no one comes to the Father but by me.
7 If you had knowledge of me, youwould have knowledge of my Father: you
have knowledge of him now and have seen him. 8 Philip said to him, Lord,
let us see the Father, and we have need of nothing more. 9 Jesus said to him,
Philip, have I beenwith you all this time, and still you have no knowledge of
me? Hewho has seenme has seen the Father. Why do you say, Let us see the
Father? 10Have you not faith that I am in the Father and the Father is inme?
Thewords which I say to you, I say not frommyself: but the Father who is in
me all the time does his works. 11Have faith that I am in the Father and that
the Father is in me: at least, have faith in me because of what I do. 12Truly I
say to you, Hewhoputs his faith inmewill do the veryworkswhich I do, and
he will do greater things than these, because I am going tomy Father. 13And
whatever request you make in my name, that I will do, so that the Father
may have glory in the Son. 14 If you make any request to me in my name, I
will do it. 15 If youhave love forme, youwill keepmy laws. 16And Iwillmake
prayer to the Father and he will give you another Helper to be with you for
ever, 17 Even the Spirit of true knowledge. That Spirit the world is not able
to take to its heart because it sees him not and has no knowledge of him: but
you have knowledge of him, because he is ever with you and will be in you.
18 I will not let you be without a friend: I am coming to you. 19A little time
longer, and the world will see me nomore; but youwill see me; and youwill
be living because I am living. 20At that time itwill be clear to you that I am in
my Father, and you are inme, and I in you. 21Hewho hasmy laws and keeps
them, he it is who has love for me: and he who has love for me will be loved
bymy Father, and I will have love for him andwill let myself be seen clearly
by him. 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, How is it that you will let yourself
be seen clearly by us and not by the world? 23 Jesus said to him in answer,
If anyone has love for me, he will keep my words: and he will be dear to my
Father; and we will come to him and make our living-place with him. 24He
who has no love for me does not keep my words; and the word which you
are hearing is not my word but the Father's who sent me. 25 I have said all
this to you while I am still with you. 26But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom
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the Father will send in my name, will be your teacher in all things and will
put you in mind of everything I have said to you. 27May peace be with you;
my peace I give to you: I give it not as the world gives. Let not your heart be
troubled; let it be without fear. 28Keep in mind how I said to you, I go away
and come to you again. If you had love for me you would be glad, because
I am going to the Father: for the Father is greater than I. 29And now I have
given you word of it before it comes, so that, when it comes, you may have
faith. 30After this I will not say much to you, because the ruler of this world
comes: and he has no power overme; 31But he comes so that the worldmay
see that I have love for the Father, and that I am doing as I am ordered by the
Father. Get up, and let us go.

15
1 I am the true vine and my Father is the gardener. 2He takes away every

branch inmewhich has no fruit, and every branchwhich has fruit hemakes
clean, so that it may havemore fruit. 3You are clean, even now, through the
teachingwhich I have given you. 4Be inme at all times as I am in you. As the
branch is not able to give fruit of itself, if it is not still on the vine, so you are
not able to do so if you are not in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches:
hewho is inme at all times as I am in him, givesmuch fruit, becausewithout
me you are able to do nothing. 6 If a man does not keep himself in me, he
becomes dead and is cut off like a dry branch; such branches are taken up
and put in the fire and burned. 7 If you are in me at all times, and my words
are in you, then anything forwhich youmake a request will be done for you.
8Here is my Father's glory, in that you give much fruit and so are my true
disciples. 9Even as the Father has givenme his love, so I have givenmy love
to you: be ever in my love. 10 If you keep my laws, you will be ever in my
love, even as I have kept my Father's laws, and am ever in his love. 11 I have
said these things to you so that I may have joy in you and so that your joy
may be complete. 12 This is the law I give you: Have love one for another,
even as I have love for you. 13Greater love has noman than this, that a man
gives up his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends, if you do what I give
you orders to do. 15No longer do I give you the name of servants; because
a servant is without knowledge of what his master is doing: I give you the
name of friends, because I have given you knowledge of all the thingswhich
my Father has said to me. 16 You did not take me for yourselves, but I took
you for myself; and I gave you the work of going about and producing fruit
which will be for ever; so that whatever request you make to the Father in
my name he may give it to you. 17 So this is my law for you: Have love one
for another. 18 If you are hated by the world, keep in mind that I was hated
by the world before you. 19 If you were of the world, you would be loved by
the world: but because you are not of the world, but I have taken you out
of the world, you are hated by the world. 20 Keep in mind the words I said
to you, A servant is not greater than his lord. If they were cruel to me, they
will be cruel to you; if they kept mywords, they will keep yours. 21They will
do all this to you because of my name — because they have no knowledge
of him who sent me. 22 If I had not come and been their teacher they would
have had no sin: but now they have no reason to give for their sin. 23Hewho
has hate for me has hate for my Father. 24 If I had not done among them the
works which no other man ever did, they would have had no sin: but now
they have seen, and they have had hate in their hearts forme andmy Father.
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25This comes about so that the writing in their lawmay bemade true, Their
hate formewaswithout cause. 26When the Helper comes, whom Iwill send
to you from the Father even the Spirit of true knowledge who comes from
the Father— hewill givewitness aboutme; 27And you, in addition, will give
witness because you have been withme from the first.

16
1 I have said these things to you so that youmaynot be in doubt. 2Theywill

put you out of the Synagogues: yes, the time is coming when whoever puts
you to death will have the belief that he is doing God's pleasure. 3 They will
do these things to you because they have not had knowledge of the Father or
of me. 4 I have said these things to you so that when the time comes, what
I have said may come to your mind. I did not say them to you at the first,
because then I was still with you. 5But now I am going to him who sent me;
and not one of you says to me, Where are you going? 6 But your hearts are
full of sorrowbecause I have said these things. 7Butwhat I am saying is true:
my going is for your good: for if I do not go away, the Helperwill not come to
you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And he, when he comes, will make
the world conscious of sin, and of righteousness, and of being judged: 9Of
sin, because theyhavenot faith inme; 10Of righteousness, because I go to the
Father and youwill see me nomore; 11Of being judged, because the ruler of
this world has been judged. 12 I have still much to say to you, but you are not
strong enough for it now. 13However, when he, the Spirit of true knowledge,
has come, hewill beyourguide intoall trueknowledge: forhiswordswillnot
come from himself, but whatever has come to his hearing, that he will say:
and he will make clear to you the things to come. 14He will give me glory,
because he will take of what is mine, andmake it clear to you. 15Everything
which the Father has is mine: that is why I say, He will take of what is mine
and will make it clear to you. 16After a little time you will see me no longer;
and then again, after a little time, youwill seeme. 17So some of the disciples
said one to another, What is this he is saying, After a little time, you will see
me no longer; and then again, after a little time, you will see me? and, I am
going to the Father? 18So they said again and again,What is this he is saying,
A little time? Hiswords are not clear to us. 19 Jesus saw that they had a desire
toput thequestion tohim, sohe said to them, Is thiswhat youarequestioning
onewithanother,why I said, After a little time, youwill seemeno longer; and
thenagain, after a little time, youwill seeme? 20Truly I say toyou, Youwill be
weeping and sorrowing, but theworldwill be glad: youwill be sad, but your
sorrow will be turned into joy. 21When a woman is about to give birth she
has sorrow, because her hour is come; but when she has given birth to the
child, the pain is put out of hermind by the joy that aman has come into the
world. 22 So you have sorrow now: but I will see you again, and your hearts
will be glad, and no one will take away your joy. 23And on that day you will
put no questions to me. Truly I say to you, Whatever request you make to
the Father, he will give it to you inmy name. 24Up to now you havemade no
request in my name: do so, and it will be answered, so that your hearts may
be full of joy. 25 All this I have said to you in veiled language: but the time
is coming when I will no longer say things in veiled language but will give
you knowledge of the Father clearly. 26 In that day you will make requests
in my name: and I do not say that I will make prayer to the Father for you,
27 For the Father himself gives his love to you, because you have given your
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love to me and have had faith that I came from God. 28 I came out from the
Father and have come into the world: again, I go away from the world and
go to the Father. 29His disciples said, Now you are talking clearly and not
in veiled language. 30 Now we are certain that you have knowledge of all
things and have no need for anyone to put questions to you: through this we
have faith that you came from God. 31 Jesus made answer, Have you faith
now? 32 See, a time is coming, yes, it is now here, when you will go away in
all directions, every man to his house, and I will be by myself: but I am not
bymyself, because the Father iswithme. 33 I have said all these things to you
so that in me you may have peace. In the world you have trouble: but take
heart! I have overcome the world.

17
1 Jesus said these things; then, lifting his eyes to heaven, he said, Father,

the time has now come; give glory to your Son, so that the Sonmay give glory
to you: 2 Even as you gave him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life
to all those whom you have given to him. 3And this is eternal life: to have
knowledge of you, the only true God, and of him whom you have sent, even
Jesus Christ. 4 I have given you glory on the earth, having done all the work
which you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, let me have glory with you,
even that glory which I had with you before the world was. 6 I have given
knowledge of your name to the men whom you gave me out of the world:
yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your words.
7Now it is clear to them thatwhatever youhave given tome comes fromyou:
8Because I have given them the words which you gave tome; and they have
taken them to heart, and have certain knowledge that I came from you, and
they have faith that you sent me. 9My prayer is for them: my prayer is not
for the world, but for those whom you have given to me, because they are
yours 10 (All mine are yours, and yours are mine) and I have glory in them.
11And now I will be no longer in the world, but they are in the world and I
come to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name which you have given to
me, so that they may be one even as we are one. 12While I was with them I
kept themsafe in your namewhich youhave given tome: I took care of them
andnot one of themhas come to destruction, but only the son of destruction,
so that the Writings might come true. 13And now I come to you; and these
things I say in the world so that they may havemy joy complete in them. 14 I
have givenyourword to them; and theyarehatedby theworld, because they
are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15My prayer is not that
youwill take themout of theworld, but that youwill keep them from the Evil
One. 16 They are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 17Make
themholy by the trueword: yourword is the trueword. 18Even as you have
sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for them I
makemyself holy, so that theymaybemade truly holy. 20Myprayer is not for
them only, but for all who will have faith in me through their word; 21May
they all be one! Even as you, Father, are in me and I am in you, so let them
be in us, so that all menmay come to have faith that you sent me. 22And the
glory which you have given to me I have given to them, so that they may be
one even aswe are one; 23 I in them, and you inme, so that theymaybemade
completely one, and so that itmaybecome clear to allmen that youhave sent
me and that they are loved by you as I am loved by you. 24 Father, it is my
desire that thesewhomyou have given tomemay be bymy sidewhere I am,
so that theymay seemy glory which you have given tome, because you had
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love for me before the world came into being. 25 Father of righteousness, I
have knowledge of you, though theworld has not; and to these it is clear that
you sent me; 26And I have given to them knowledge of your name, and will
give it, so that the love which you have formemay be in them and I in them.

18
1When Jesus had said these words he went out with his disciples over the

stream Kedron to a garden, into which he went with his disciples. 2 And
Judas, whowas false to him, had knowledge of the place because Jesus went
there frequently with his disciples. 3 So Judas, getting a band of armed men
and police from the chief priests and Pharisees, went there with lights and
with arms. 4Then Jesus, having knowledge of everythingwhichwas coming
on him, went forward and said to them, Who are you looking for? 5 Their
answer was, Jesus the Nazarene. Jesus said, I am he. And Judas, who was
false to him,was there at their side. 6Andwhenhe said to them, I amhe, they
went back, falling to the earth. 7 So again he put the question to them, Who
are you looking for? And they said, Jesus theNazarene. 8 Jesusmade answer,
I have said that I amhe; if youare looking forme, let thesemengoaway. 9 (He
said this so that his words might come true, I have kept safe all those whom
you gave to me.) 10Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, took it out and gave
the high priest's servant a blow, cutting off his right ear. The servant's name
was Malchus. 11 Then Jesus said to Peter, Put back your sword: am I not to
take the cupwhichmyFatherhas given tome? 12Then thebandand the chief
captain and the police took Jesus and put cords round him. 13They took him
first to Annas, because Annaswas the father-in-lawof Caiaphaswhowas the
high priest that year. 14 It was Caiaphas who had said to the Jews that it was
in their interest for one man to be put to death for the people. 15And Simon
Peter went after Jesus with another disciple. Now that disciple was a friend
of the high priest and hewent in with Jesus into the house of the high priest;
16But Peter was kept outside at the door. Then this other disciple, who was
a friend of the high priest, came out and had a word with the girl who kept
the door, and took Peter in. 17Then the girl who was the door-keeper said to
Peter, Are you not one of this man's disciples? In answer he said, I am not.
18Now the servants and the police had made a fire of coals because it was
cold; they were warming themselves in front of it and Peter was there with
them, warming himself. 19Then the high priest put questions to Jesus about
his disciples and his teaching. 20 Jesus made answer, I said things openly to
theworld at all times; I have givenmy teaching in the Synagogues and in the
Temple to which all the Jews come; and I have said nothing secretly. 21Why
are you questioningme? put questions tomy hearers aboutwhat I have said
to them: they have knowledge of what I said. 22When he said this, one of
the police by his side gave him a blow with his open hand, saying, Do you
give such an answer to the high priest? 23 Jesus said in answer, If I have said
anything evil, give witness to the evil: but if I said what is true, why do you
giveme blows? 24Then Annas sent him chained to Caiaphas, the high priest.
25But Simon Peter was still there warming himself by the fire. They said to
him, Are you not one of his disciples? He said, No, I am not. 26 One of the
servants of the high priest, a relation of him whose ear had been cut off by
Peter, said, Did I not see you with him in the garden? 27 Then again Peter
said, No. And straight away a cock gave its cry. 28 So they took Jesus from
the house of Caiaphas to the Praetorium. It was early. They themselves did
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not go into thePraetorium, so that theymight not becomeunclean, butmight
take the Passover. 29 So Pilate came out to them and put the question: What
have you to say against this man? 30 They said to him in answer, If the man
was not a wrongdoer wewould not have given him up to you. 31Then Pilate
said to them, Take him yourselves and let him be judged by your law. But
the Jews said to him, We have no right to put any man to death. 32 (That the
word of Jesus might come true, pointing to the sort of death he would have.)
33 Then Pilate went back into the Praetorium and sent for Jesus and said to
him, Are you the King of the Jews? 34 Jesus made answer, Do you say this of
yourself, or did others say it aboutme? 35Pilate said, Am I a Jew? Yournation
and the chief priests have given you into my hands: what have you done?
36 Jesus said in answer, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdomwas
of this world, my disciples would have made a good fight to keep me out of
the hands of the Jews: butmy kingdom is not here. 37Then Pilate said to him,
Are you then a king? Jesus made answer, You say that I am a king. For this
purpose was I given birth, and for this purpose I came into the world, that I
might givewitness towhat is true. Every lover ofwhat is true gives ear tomy
voice. 38Pilate said to him, True? what is true? Having said this he went out
again to the Jews and said to them, I see no wrong in him. 39But every year
you make a request to me to let a prisoner go free at the Passover. Is it your
desire that I let the King of the Jews go free? 40 Then again they gave a loud
cry, Not this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was an outlaw.

19
1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him whipped with cords. 2And the men

of the army made a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they put a
purple robe on him. 3And they kept coming and saying, Long life to the King
of the Jews! And they gave him blows with their hands. 4 And Pilate went
out again and said to them, See, I let him come out to you to make it clear
to you that I see no wrong in him. 5 Then Jesus came out with the crown of
thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, Here is the man! 6 So
when the chief priests and the police saw him they gave a loud cry, To the
cross! to the cross! Pilate said to them, Take him yourselves and put him
on the cross: I see no crime in him. 7And the Jews made answer, We have a
law, and by that law it is right for him to be put to death because he said he
was the Son of God. 8When this saying came to Pilate's ears his fear became
greater; 9Andhewent again into the Praetoriumand said to Jesus,Where do
you come from? But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 Then Pilate said to him,
You say nothing to me? is it not clear to you that I have power to let you go
free and power to put you to death on the cross? 11 Jesus gave this answer:
You would have no power at all over me if it was not given to you by God;
so that he who gave me up to you has the greater sin. 12Hearing this, Pilate
had a desire to let him go free, but the Jews said in a loud voice, If you let this
mango, youarenotCaesar's friend: everyonewhomakeshimself akinggoes
against Caesar. 13Sowhen thesewords came to Pilate's ear, he took Jesus out,
seating himself in the judge's seat in a place named in Hebrew, Gabbatha, or
the Stone Floor. 14 (It was the day when they made ready for the Passover;
and it was about the sixth hour.) And he said to the Jews, There is your King!
15 Then they gave a loud cry, Away with him! away with him! to the cross!
Pilate said to them, Am I to put your King to death on the cross? The chief
priests said in answer,Wehave no king but Caesar. 16So then he gave himup
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to them to be put to death on the cross. And they took Jesus away; 17And he
went outwith his cross on him to the placewhich is namedDeadMan'sHead
(in Hebrew, Golgotha): 18Where they put him on the cross with two others,
one on this side and one on that, and Jesus in the middle. 19And Pilate put
on the cross a statement inwriting. Thewritingwas: JESUS THENAZARENE,
THE KING OF THE JEWS. 20 The writing was seen by a number of the Jews,
for the place where Jesus was put to death on the cross was near the town;
and thewritingwas inHebrewandLatin andGreek. 21Then the chief priests
of the Jews said to Pilate, Do not put, The King of the Jews, but, He said, I am
the King of the Jews. 22 But Pilate made answer, What I have put in writing
will not be changed. 23And when Jesus was nailed to the cross, the men of
the army took his clothing, andmade a division of it into four parts, to every
manapart, and they tookhis coat: now the coatwaswithout a join,madeout
of one bit of cloth. 24 So they said among themselves, Let this not be cut up,
but let us put it to the decision of chance and see who gets it. (They did this
so that the Writings might come true, which say, They made a distribution
of my clothing among them, andmy coat they put to the decision of chance.)
This was what the men of the army did. 25Now by the side of the cross of
Jesus were hismother, and hismother's sisterMary, the wife of Cleopas, and
MaryMagdalene. 26Sowhen Jesus saw hismother and the disciple whowas
dear to him, he said to his mother, Mother, there is your son! 27Then he said
to the disciple, There is your mother! And from that hour the disciple took
her to his house. 28After this, being conscious that all things had now been
done so that theWritingsmight come true, Jesus said, Givemewater. 29Now
there was a vessel ready, full of bitter wine, and they put a sponge full of it
on a stick and put it to his mouth. 30 So when Jesus had taken the wine he
said, All is done. And with his head bent he gave up his spirit. 31Now it was
the day of getting ready for the Passover, and so that the bodies might not
be on the cross on the Sabbath (because the day of that Sabbath was a great
day), the Jews made a request to Pilate that their legs might be broken, and
that they might be taken away. 32 So the men of the army came, and the legs
of the first were broken and then of the other who was put to death on the
cross with Jesus: 33But when they came to Jesus, they saw that he was dead
by this time, and so his legs were not broken; 34 But one of the men made
a wound in his side with a spear, and straight away there came out blood
and water. 35And he who saw it has given witness (and his witness is true;
he is certain that what he says is true) so that you may have belief. 36 These
things came about so that the Writings might be true, No bone of his body
will be broken. 37And again another verse says, They will see him who was
wounded by their spears. 38After these things, Joseph of Arimathaea, who
was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, made a request to
Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate said he might do so.
Sohewent and tookawayhis body. 39AndNicodemus came (hewhohadfirst
come to Jesusbynight)witha roll ofmyrrhandaloesmixed, aboutahundred
pounds. 40 Then they took the body of Jesus, folding linen about it with the
spices, as is the way of the Jews when they put the dead to rest. 41Now there
was a garden near the cross, and in the garden a new place for the dead in
which no man had ever been put. 42 So they put Jesus there, because it was
the Jews' day of getting ready for the Passover, and the place was near.
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20
1Now on the first day of the week, very early, while it was still dark, Mary

Magdalene came to the place and saw that the stone had been taken away
from it. 2 Then she went running to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple
who was loved by Jesus, and said to them, They have taken away the Lord
out of the place of the dead andwe have no knowledge where they have put
him. 3SoPeter and the other disciplewent out to the place of the dead. 4They
went running together, and the other disciple got in front of Peter and came
first to the hole in the rock; 5And looking in, he saw the linen bands on the
earth; but he did not go in, 6Then Simon Peter came after him andwent into
the hole in the rock; and he saw the linen bands on the earth, 7And the cloth,
which had been round his head, not with the linen bands but rolled up in a
place by itself. 8Then the other disciplewho came there first went in; and he
sawandbelief came tohim. 9For at that time theyhadnoknowledge that the
Writings said that hewould have to come again from the dead. 10So then the
discipleswent away again to their houses. 11ButMarywas still there outside
the hole in the rock, weeping; and while she was weeping and looking into
the hole, 12 She saw two angels in white seated where the body of Jesus had
been, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, Woman,
why are you weeping? She said to them, Because they have taken away my
Lord, and Ihavenoknowledgewhere theyhaveputhim. 14And then looking
round, she saw Jesus there, but had no idea that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to
her, Woman, why are you weeping? who are you looking for? She, taking
him for the gardener, said to him, Sir, if you have taken him away fromhere,
say where you have put him and I will take him away. 16 Jesus said to her,
Mary! Turning, she said tohim inHebrew,Rabboni! (which is to say,Master).
17 Jesus said to her, Do not put your hand onme, for I have not gone up to the
Father: but go tomy brothers and say to them, I go up tomy Father and your
Father, to my God and your God. 18Mary Magdalene went with the news to
thedisciples, and said shehad seen theLordand thathehad said these things
to her. 19At evening on that day, the first day of the week, when, for fear of
the Jews, the doors were shut where the disciples were, Jesus came among
themand said to them,May peace bewith you! 20Andwhenhe had said this,
he let them see his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when
they saw the Lord. 21And Jesus said to them again, May peace be with you!
As the Father sentme, even so I now send you. 22Andwhen he had said this,
breathing on them, he said to them, Let theHoly Spirit comeonyou: 23Any to
whom you give forgiveness, will bemade free from their sins; and any from
whom you keep back forgiveness, will still be in their sins. 24Now Thomas,
oneof the twelve, namedDidymus,wasnotwith themwhenJesuscame. 25So
the other disciples said to him,Wehave seen the Lord. But he said to them, If
I do not see in his hands the print of the nails and putmyfinger into the print
of the nails, and if I do not putmy hand into his side, I will never have belief.
26Andafter eight days, his discipleswere again in thehouse andThomaswas
with them. Though the doors were shut, Jesus came, and taking his place
in the middle of them, he said, May peace be with you! 27 Then he said to
Thomas, Put out your finger, and seemy hands; and put your hand here into
my side: and be no longer in doubt but have belief. 28 And Thomas said in
answer, My Lord and my God! 29 Jesus said to him, Because you have seen
me you have belief: a blessing will be on those who have belief though they
have not seen me! 30A number of other signs Jesus did before his disciples
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which are not recorded in this book: 31 But these are recorded, so that you
may have faith that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and so that, having
this faith youmay have life in his name.

21
1 After these things Jesus let himself be seen again by the disciples at the

sea of Tiberias; and it came about in this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas named
Didymus, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others
of his disciples were all together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, I am going
fishing. They said to him, And we will come with you. They went out and
got into the boat; but that night they took no fish. 4 Now very early in the
morning Jesuswas thereby the edgeof the sea (though thediscipleswerenot
conscious that it was Jesus). 5So Jesus said to them, Children, have you taken
any fish? Theymade answer, No. 6And he said to them, Let down the net on
the right side of the boat and you will get some. So they put it in the water
and now they were not able to get it up again because of the great number
of fish. 7 So the disciple who was dear to Jesus said to Peter, It is the Lord!
Hearing that it was the Lord, Peter put his coat round him (because he was
not clothed) andwent into the sea. 8And the other disciples came in the little
boat (theywerenot far from land, only about twohundred cubits off) pulling
the net full of fish. 9When they got to land, they sawafire of coals there, with
fish cooking on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, Get someof thefishwhich
you have now taken. 11 So Peter went to the boat and came back pulling the
net to land, full of great fish, a hundred and fifty-three; and though there
was such a number the net was not broken. 12 Jesus said to them, Come and
take some food. And all the disciples were in fear of putting the question,
Who are you? being conscious that it was the Lord. 13 Then Jesus came and
took the bread and gave it to them, and the fish in the sameway. 14Now this
was the third time that Jesus let himself be seen by the disciples after he had
come back from the dead. 15 Then when they had taken food, Jesus said to
Simon Peter, Simon, son of John, is your love for me greater than the love of
these others? He said to him, Yes, Lord; you are certain of my love for you.
He said to him, Then give my lambs food. 16Again, a second time, he said to
him, Simon, son of John, have you any love for me? Yes, Lord, he said, you
are certain of my love for you. Then take care of my sheep, said Jesus. 17He
said to hima third time, Simon, son of John, am I dear to you? NowPeterwas
troubled in his heart because he put the question a third time, Am I dear to
you? Andhe said to him, Lord, youhave knowledge of all things; you see that
you are dear tome. Jesus said to him, Then givemy sheep food. 18Truly I say
to you,When youwere young, youmade yourself ready andwentwherever
you had a desire to go: but when you are old, you will put out your hands
and another will make you ready, and you will be taken where you have
no desire to go. 19Now this he said, pointing out the sort of death by which
he would give God glory. And after saying this, he said to him, Come after
me. 20 Then Peter, turning round, saw the disciple who was dear to Jesus
coming after them — the disciple who was resting on his breast at the last
meal, and said, Lord, who is it who will be false to you? 21 Seeing him, Peter
said to Jesus, What about this man? 22 Jesus said to him, If it is my desire
for him to be here till I come back, what is that to you? come yourself after
me. 23So this sayingwent about among the brothers that this disciple would
not undergo death: Jesus, however, did not say that he would not undergo
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death, but, If it is my desire for him to be here till I come back, what is that
to you? 24This is the disciple who gives witness about these things and who
put them in writing: and we have knowledge that his witness is true. 25And
Jesus did such a number of other things that, if every one was recorded, it is
my opinion that even theworld itself is not great enough for the books there
would be.
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The Acts of the Apostles

1 I have given an earlier account, O Theophilus, of all the things which
Jesus did, and of his teaching from the first, 2Till the day when he was taken
up to heaven after he had given his orders, through the Holy Spirit, to the
Apostles of whom he had made selection: 3And to whom he gave clear and
certain signs that he was living, after his death; for he was seen by them for
forty days, and gave them teaching about the kingdom of God: 4And when
they were all together, with him, he gave them orders not to go away from
Jerusalem, but to keep there, waiting till the word of the Father was put into
effect, of which, he said, I have given you knowledge: 5 For the baptism of
John was with water, but you will have baptism with the Holy Spirit, after a
little time. 6 So, when they were together, they said to him, Lord, will you at
this time give back the kingdom to Israel? 7And he said to them, It is not for
you to have knowledge of the time and the order of events which the Father
has kept in his control. 8But you will have power, when the Holy Spirit has
come on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and all Judaea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 9And when he had said these things,
while they were looking, he was taken up, and went from their view into
a cloud. 10And while they were looking up to heaven with great attention,
twomen came to them, in white clothing, 11And said, Omen of Galilee, why
are you looking up into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken from you into
heaven, will come again, in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.
12Then theywentback to Jerusalem fromthemountainnamedOlivet,which
is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. 13 And when they came
in, they went up into the room where they were living; Peter and John and
James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James,
the sonofAlphaeus, andSimon theZealot, and Judas, the sonof James. 14And
they all with one mind gave themselves up to prayer, with the women, and
Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 15 And in those days Peter got
up among the brothers (therewere about one hundred and twenty of them),
and said, 16My brothers, the word of God had to be put into effect, which
theHoly Spirit had said before, by themouth of David, about Judas, whowas
guide to those who took Jesus, 17 For he was numbered among us, and had
his part in our work. 18 (Now this man, with the reward of his evil-doing,
got for himself a field, and falling head first, came to a sudden and violent
end there. 19And this came to the knowledge of all those who were living in
Jerusalem, so that the field was named in their language, Akel-dama, or, The
field of blood.) 20For in thebookof Psalms it says, Let his house bewaste, and
let nomanbe living in it: and, Let his position be taken by another. 21For this
reason, of the men who have been with us all the time, while the Lord Jesus
went in and out among us, 22 Starting from the baptism of John till he went
up from us, one will have to be a witness with us of his coming back from
death. 23And they made selection of two, Joseph, named Barsabbas, whose
other name was Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they made prayers and said,
Lord, having knowledge of the hearts of all men, make clear which of these
two has been marked out by you, 25 To take that position as a servant and
Apostle, fromwhich Judas by his sin was shut out, so that he might go to his
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place. 26And they put it to the decision of chance, and the decisionwas given
for Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven Apostles.

2
1And when the day of Pentecost was come, they were all together in one

place. 2And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like the rushing of a
violentwind, and all the housewhere theywerewas full of it. 3And they saw
tongues, like flames of fire, coming to rest on every one of them. 4And they
were all full of the Holy Spirit, and were talking in different languages, as
the Spirit gave thempower. 5Now therewere living at Jerusalem, Jews, God-
fearing men, from every nation under heaven. 6Andwhen this sound came
to their ears, they all came together, and were greatly surprised because
every man was hearing the words of the disciples in his special language.
7And they were full of wonder and said, Are not all these men Galilaeans?
8 And how is it that every one of us is hearing their words in the language
whichwasours fromourbirth? 9MenofParthia,Media, andElam, and those
living in Mesopotamia, in Judaea and Cappadocia, in Pontus and Asia, 10 In
Phrygia and Pamphylia, in Egypt and the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and
thosewhohave come fromRome, Jewsbybirthandotherswhohavebecome
Jews, 11Men of Crete and Arabia, to all of us they are talking in our different
languages, of the great works of God. 12And they were all surprised and in
doubt saying to one another,What is the reasonof this? 13But others,making
sport of them, said, They are full of new wine. 14But Peter, getting up, with
the eleven, said in a loud voice, O men of Judaea, and all you who are living
in Jerusalem, take note of this and give ear to my words. 15 For these men
are not overcome with wine, as it seems to you, for it is only the third hour
of the day; 16But this is the thing which was said by the prophet Joel; 17And
it will come about, in the last days, says God, that I will send out my Spirit
on all flesh; and your sons and your daughters will be prophets, and your
young men will see visions, and your old men will have dreams: 18And on
mymen-servants andmywomen-servants Iwill sendmySpirit, and theywill
be prophets. 19And wonders will be seen in heaven, and signs on the earth,
blood and fire and smoke: 20 The sun will become dark and the moon will
be turned to blood, before that great day of the Lord comes in glory: 21And
whoever makes his prayer to the Lord will have salvation. 22Men of Israel,
give ear to these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man who had the approval of
God, as was made clear to you by the great works and signs and wonders
whichGoddidbyhimamongyou, asyouyourselveshaveknowledge, 23Him,
when he was given up, by the decision and knowledge of God, you put to
death on the cross, by the hands of evilmen: 24But God gave himback to life,
having made him free from the pains of death because it was not possible
for him to be overcome by it. 25For David said of him, I saw the Lord before
my face at all times, for he is at my right hand, so that I may not be moved:
26 And for this cause my heart was glad and my tongue full of joy, and my
fleshwill be resting in hope: 27For youwill not letmy soul be in hell and you
will not give up your Holy One to destruction. 28 You have made me see the
ways of life; I will be full of joy when I see your face. 29My brothers, I may
say to you openly that David came to his death, and was put in the earth,
and his resting-place is with us today. 30But being a prophet, and having in
mind the oath which God had given to him, that of the fruit of his body one
would take his place as a king, 31He, having knowledge of the future, was
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talking of the coming again of Christ from the dead, that he was not kept in
hell and his body did not see destruction. 32This Jesus God has given back to
life, of whichwe all arewitnesses. 33And so, being lifted up to the right hand
of God, and having the Father's word that the Holy Spirit would come, he
has sent this thing, which now you see and have knowledge of. 34For David
has not gone up into heaven, but says, himself, The Lord said to my Lord,
Be seated at my right hand, 35 Till I put all those who are against you under
your feet. 36 For this reason, let all Israel be certain that this Jesus, whom
you put to death on the cross, God has made Lord and Christ. 37Now when
these words came to their ears their hearts were troubled, and they said to
Peter and the other Apostles, Brothers, what are we to do? 38And Peter said,
Let your hearts be changed, every one of you, and have baptism in the name
of Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will have the Holy
Spirit given to you. 39 For the word of God is for you and for your children
and for all those who are far off, even all those who may be marked out by
the Lord our God. 40Andwithmore suchwords he gave hiswitness, offering
them salvation and saying, Come out from this evil generation. 41Then those
who gave hearing to hiswords had baptism: and about three thousand souls
were joined to them that day. 42 And they kept their attention fixed on the
Apostles' teaching and were united together in the taking of broken bread
and in prayer. 43 But fear came on every soul: and all sorts of wonders and
signs were done by the Apostles. 44And all those who were of the faith kept
together, and had all things in common; 45And exchanging their goods and
property for money, they made division of it among them all, as they had
need. 46Anddaybyday, going in agreement together regularly to the Temple
and, taking broken bread together in their houses, they took their food with
joy and with true hearts, 47 Giving praise to God, and having the approval
of all the people; and every day the number of those who had salvation was
increased by the Lord.

3
1Now Peter and John were going up to the Temple at the ninth hour, the

hour of prayer; 2 And a certain man who from birth had had no power in
his legs, was taken there every day, and put down at the door of the Temple
which is named Beautiful, requesting money from those who went into the
Temple; 3 He then, seeing Peter and John going into the Temple, made a
request to them. 4And Peter, looking at him, with John, said, Keep your eyes
on us. 5And he gave attention to them, hoping to get something from them.
6But Peter said, I have no silver or gold, butwhat I have, that I give to you. In
thenameof JesusChrist ofNazareth, getuponyour feet. 7Andhe tookhimby
his right hand, lifting him up; and straight away his feet and the bones of his
legs became strong, 8And, jumping up, he got on to his feet andwent into the
Temple with them, walking and jumping and giving praise to God. 9And all
the people sawhimwalking andpraisingGod: 10And they saw that itwas the
manwhomade requests formoney at the door of the Temple, and theywere
full ofwonder and surprise atwhat had taken place. 11Andwhile he kept his
handsonPeter and John, all thepeople camerunning together to the covered
way which is named Solomon's, full of wonder. 12 And when Peter saw it
he said to the people, You men of Israel, why are you so greatly surprised
at this man? or why are you looking at us as if by our power or virtue we
had given him the use of his legs? 13 The God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of
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Jacob, the God of our fathers, has given glory to his servant Jesus; whom you
gaveup, turning your backs onhim,whenPilate hadmade the decision to let
him go free. 14But you would have nothing to do with the Holy and Upright
One, and made request for a man of blood to be given to you, 15And put to
death the Lord of life; whomGod gave back from the dead; of which fact we
are witnesses. 16 And his name, through faith in his name, has made this
man strong, whom you see and have knowledge of: yes, the faith which is
through him has made him well, before you all. 17And now, my brothers, I
am conscious that you did this, as did your rulers, without knowledge. 18But
the thingswhichGodhadmadeclearbefore, by themouthofall theprophets,
that the Christwould have to undergo, he has put into effect in thisway. 19So
then, let your hearts be changed and be turned to God, so that your sinsmay
be completely taken away, and times of blessing may come from the Lord;
20And thathemay send theChristwhowasmarkedout for you fromthefirst,
even Jesus: 21Who is to be kept in heaven till the timewhen all things are put
right, of which God has given word by the mouth of his holy prophets, who
have been from the earliest times. 22 For Moses said, The Lord will give you
a prophet from among your people, like me; you will give ear to everything
whichhewill say to you. 23Andevery soulwhodoesnot give attention to that
prophet, will be cut off from among the people. 24And all the prophets from
Samuel and those who came after, every one of them, gave word of these
days. 25 You are the sons of the prophets, and of the agreement which God
made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, Through your seed a blessing
will comeonall the families of the earth. 26To you, first, God sent his servant,
blessing you by turning every one of you from his sins.

4
1 And while they were talking to the people, the priests and the captain

of the Temple and the Sadducees came up to them, 2Being greatly troubled
because they were teaching the people and preaching Jesus as an example
of the coming back from the dead. 3 And they took them and put them in
prison till themorning, for it was now evening. 4But a number of those who
gave hearing to theword had faith; and theywere now about five thousand.
5 And on the day after, the rulers and those in authority and the scribes
came together in Jerusalem; 6 And Annas, the high priest, was there, and
Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all the relations of the high priest.
7 Then sending for Peter and John, they said, By what power and in whose
name have you done this? 8 Then Peter, being full of the Holy Spirit, said to
them, O you rulers of the people andmen of authority, 9 If we are questioned
today about a good work done to a man who was ill, as to how he has been
made well, 10 Take note, all of you, and all the people of Israel, that in the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whomyouput to death on the cross, whom
God gave back from the dead, even through him is this man now before you
completely well. 11He is the stone which you builders had no use for, but
which has been made the chief stone of the building. 12 And in no other is
there salvation: for there is no other nameunder heaven, given amongmen,
throughwhichwemayhave salvation. 13Nowwhen they saw that Peter and
John were without fear, though they were men of no education or learning,
they were greatly surprised; and they took note of them that they had been
with Jesus. 14And, seeing that the man who had been made well was there
with them, theywerenot able to sayanythingagainst it. 15Butwhen theyhad
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given them orders to go out of the Sanhedrin, they had a discussion among
themselves, 16 Saying, What are we to do with these men? for certainly it is
clear to all who are living in Jerusalem that a most important sign has been
done by them, and it is not possible to say that it is not so. 17But so that itmay
not go farther among the people, let us put them in fear of punishment if
they say anything in future in this name. 18And they sent for them, and gave
them orders not to make statements or give teaching in the name of Jesus.
19But Peter and John in answer said to them, It is for you to say if it is right
in the eyes of God to give attention to you more than to God: 20 For it is not
possible for us to keep from saying what we have seen and have knowledge
of. 21And when they had said more sharp words to them, they let them go,
not seeingwhat punishment theymight give them, because of thepeople; for
all men were giving praise to God for what had taken place. 22 For the man
on whom this act of power was done was more than forty years old. 23And
when they had been made free, they came back to their friends, and gave
an account of all the things which the chief priests and the authorities had
said to them. 24And hearing it, they all, with one mind, made prayer to God
and said, O Lord, maker of heaven and earth and the sea and all things in
them: 25Who has said, by the Holy Spirit, through the mouth of our father
David your servant, Why are the nations so violently moved, and why are
the thoughts of the people so foolish? 26 The kings of the earth were lifted
up, the rulers came together, against the Lord, and against his Christ: 27 For,
truly, in this town, against your holy servant, Jesus, who was marked out by
you as Christ, Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people
of Israel, came together, 28 To do that which had been fixed before by your
handandyourpurpose. 29Andnow, Lord, takenote of their cruelwords, and
give your servants power to bepreachers of yourwordwithout fear, 30While
your hand is stretched out to do works of mercy; so that signs and wonders
maybe done through the nameof your holy servant Jesus. 31Andwhen their
prayerwas ended, the placewhere theywerewas violentlymoved, and they
all became full of the Holy Spirit, preaching the word of God without fear.
32 And all those who were of the faith were one in heart and soul: and not
one of them said that any of the things which he had was his property only;
but theyhadall things in common. 33Andwithgreat power theApostles gave
witness of the comingbackof theLord Jesus from thedead; andgracewas on
themall. 34Andno one among themwas in need; for everyonewhohad land
or houses, exchanging them for money, took the price of them, 35And put it
at the feet of the Apostles for distribution to everyone as he had need. 36And
Joseph, who was given by the Apostles the name of Barnabas (the sense of
which is, Son of comfort), a Levite and aman of Cyprus by birth, 37Having a
field, got money for it and put themoney at the feet of the Apostles.

5
1But a certainman named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, gotmoney for

his property, 2 And kept back part of the price, his wife having knowledge
of it, and took the rest and put it at the feet of the Apostles. 3But Peter said,
Ananias, why has the Evil One put it into your heart to be false to the Holy
Spirit, and to keep back part of the price of the land? 4While you had it, was
it not your property? and after you had given it in exchange, was it not still
in your power? how has this purpose come into your mind? you have been
false, not to men, but to God. 5And at these words, Ananias went down on
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the earth, and his life went from him: and great fear came on all who were
present. 6 And the young men went and made ready his body, and took it
out, and put it in the earth. 7 And about three hours after, his wife, having
no knowledge of what had taken place, came in. 8And Peter said to her, Give
me an answer: was this amount of money the price of the land? And she
said, Yes, it was. 9 But Peter said to her, Why have you made an agreement
together to be false to the Spirit of the Lord? See, the feet of the young men
whohaveput the bodyof yourhusband in the earth, are at the door, and they
will take you out. 10And straight away shewent down at his feet, and her life
went fromher: and the youngmen came in and sawher dead, and they took
her out and put her in the earth with her husband. 11 Then great fear came
on all the church and on all who had knowledge of these things. 12Now a
number of signs and wonders were done among the people by the hands of
the Apostles; and they were all together in Solomon's covered way. 13 The
others, in fear, kept back from joining them: but the people made much of
them; 14And a great number of men and women had faith, and were joined
to the Lord; 15And they even took into the streets people who were ill, and
put them on beds, so that when Peter went by, some of them might be in
his shade. 16 And numbers of people came together from the towns round
about Jerusalem, with those whowere ill and those whowere troubledwith
unclean spirits: and theywere allmadewell. 17But the high priest and those
who were with him (the Sadducees) were full of envy, 18And they took the
Apostles and put them in the common prison. 19But in the night an angel of
the Lord, opening the doors of the prison, took them out and said, 20Go, take
your place in the Temple and give the people all the teaching about this Life.
21And hearing this, they went into the Temple at dawn, and were teaching.
But the high priest and thosewhowerewith him got together the Sanhedrin
and the representatives of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to get
them. 22 But the men who were sent saw that they were not in the prison,
and came back with the news, 23 Saying, The doors of the prison were safely
shut, and the keepers were at the doors, but when they were open, there
was nobody inside. 24 Now, at these words, the captain of the Temple and
the chief priests were greatly troubled about what might be the end of this
business. 25And someone came and said to them, The men, whom you put
in prison, are in the Temple teaching the people. 26 Then the captain and
some of the police went and took them, but not violently, for fear that they
might be stoned by the people. 27 And they took them into the Sanhedrin,
and the high priest said to them, 28We gave you very clear orders not to give
teaching in this name: and now Jerusalem is full of your teaching, and you
are attempting to make us responsible for this man's death. 29But Peter and
the Apostles, answering, said, We have to do the orders of God, not of man.
30The God of our fathers gave Jesus back to life, whom you had put to death,
hanging him on a tree. 31Him God has put on high at his right hand, as a
Ruler andaSaviour, to give to Israel a changeofheart and forgiveness of sins.
32And we are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God
has given to those who keep his laws. 33But when these words came to their
ears, they were cut to the heart, and had a mind to put them to death. 34But
one of the Sanhedrin, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a man of learning in the
law, ofwhomall thepeoplehadahighopinion, got upandmadea suggestion
for the men to be put outside for a little time. 35And he said to them, Men of
Israel, take care what you do about these men. 36 For before this there was
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Theudas,who said hewas someone important, towhomabout four hundred
mengave their support: hewasput todeath, andhisbandwasbrokenupand
came to nothing. 37After this man, there was Judas of Galilee, at the time of
the numbering, and some of the people went after him: he was put to death,
and all his supporters were put to flight. 38And now I say to you, Do nothing
to thesemen, but let thembe: for if this teaching or thiswork is ofmen, itwill
come to nothing: 39But if it is of God, youwill not be able to overcome them,
and you are in danger of fighting against God. 40And he seemed to them to
be right: and they sent for the Apostles, and, after having themwhipped and
giving themorders to give no teaching in the name of Jesus, they let them go.
41 So they went away from the Sanhedrin, happy to undergo shame for the
Name. 42And every day, in the Temple and privately, they went on teaching
and preaching Jesus as the Christ.

6
1 Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was increasing,

protests were made by the Greek Jews against the Hebrews, because their
widows were not taken care of in the distribution of food every day. 2And
the Apostles sent for all the disciples and said, It is not right for us to give up
preaching theword of God in order tomake distribution of food. 3Take then
fromamong you sevenmenof goodname, full of the Spirit and ofwisdom, to
whomwemay give control of this business. 4Then we will give all our time
toprayer and the teachingof theword. 5And this sayingwaspleasing to all of
them: and theymade selection of Stephen, aman full of faith and of theHoly
Spirit, and Philip and Prochorus and Nicanor and Timon and Parmenas and
Nicolas of Antioch, who had become a Jew: 6These they took to the Apostles,
who, after prayer, put their hands on them. 7 And the word of God was
increasing in power; and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem became
very great, and a great number of priests were in agreement with the faith.
8And Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among
the people. 9 But some of those who were of the Synagogue named that of
the Libertines, and some of the men of Cyrene and of Alexandria and those
fromCilicia andAsia, had argumentswith Stephen. 10But theywerenot able
to get the better of him, for his words were full of wisdom and of the Spirit.
11Then theygotmen to say,Hehas said evil againstMoses andagainstGod, in
our hearing. 12And the people, with the rulers and the scribes, were moved
against him, and they came and took him before the Sanhedrin, 13And they
got false witnesses who said, This man is for ever saying things against this
holyplaceandagainst the law: 14Forhehas said inourhearing that this Jesus
of Nazareth will put this place to destruction andmake changes in the rules
which were handed down to us by Moses. 15And all those who were in the
Sanhedrin, looking at him, saw that his face was like the face of an angel.

7
1 Then the high priest said, Are these things true? 2 And he said, My

brothers and fathers, give hearing. The God of glory came to our father
Abraham,whenhewas inMesopotamia, beforehewas living inHaran, 3And
said to him, Go out of your land, and away from your family, and come into
the land to which I will be your guide. 4Then he came out of the land of the
Chaldaeans, andwent intoHaran; and fromthere,whenhis fatherwasdead,
he was guided by God into this land, where you are living now: 5 And God
gave him no heritage in it, not even enough to put his foot on: but he gave
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him an undertaking that he would give it to him and to his children after
him, though he had no child at that time. 6And God said that his seed would
be living in a strange land, and that they wouldmake them servants, and be
cruel to them for four hundred years. 7And I will be the judge, said God, of
that nation which made them servants: and after that, they will come out
and give me worship in this place. 8And he made with him the agreement
of which circumcision was the sign. And so Abraham had a son, Isaac, and
gave him circumcision on the eighth day; and Isaac had a son, Jacob, and
Jacob was the father of the twelve heads of the families of Israel. 9And the
brothers, moved with envy against Joseph, gave him to the Egyptians for
money: but God was with him, 10And made him free from all his troubles,
and gavehimwisdomand the approval of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, whomade
him ruler over Egypt and all his house. 11Now therewas no food to be had in
all Egypt and Canaan, and therewas great trouble: and our fathers were not
able to get food. 12But Jacob, hearing that there was grain in Egypt, sent out
our fathers the first time. 13And the second time his brothers had ameeting
with Joseph, and Pharaoh had knowledge of Joseph's family. 14Then Joseph
sent for Jacob his father and all his family, seventy-five persons. 15And Jacob
went down toEgypt, and came tohis end there, and so did our fathers; 16And
theywere takenover toShechem, andput to rest in theplacewhichAbraham
got for a price in silver from the sons of Hamor in Shechem. 17But when the
timewasnear for putting into effect the undertakingwhichGodhad given to
Abraham, the people were increasing in Egypt, 18 Till another king came to
power, who had no knowledge of Joseph. 19He, having evil designs against
our nation, was cruel to our fathers, and they were forced to put out their
young children, so that they might not go on living. 20At which time Moses
came to birth, and he was very beautiful; and he was kept for three months
in his father's house: 21And when he was put out, Pharaoh's daughter took
him and kept him as her son. 22AndMoses was trained in all the wisdom of
Egypt, andwasgreat inhiswordsandworks. 23Butwhenhewasalmost forty
years old, it came into his heart to go and see his brothers, the children of
Israel. 24And seeing one of thembeing attacked, hewent to his help and gave
the Egyptian a death-blow: 25Andhewas hoping that his brotherswould see
that Godhad sent him to be their saviour; but they did not see. 26And the day
after, he came to them,while theywere having a fight, andwould havemade
peace between them, saying, Sirs, you are brothers; why do you dowrong to
one another? 27But themanwhowas doingwrong to his neighbour, pushing
him away, said, Who made you a ruler and a judge over us? 28Will you put
me to death as you did the Egyptian yesterday? 29And at thesewords, Moses
went in flight to the land of Midian, and was living there for a time, and had
two sons. 30At the end of forty years, an angel came to him in thewaste land
of Sinai, in the flameof a burning thorn-tree. 31AndMoses, seeing it, was full
of wonder, andwhen he came up to have a nearer view of it, the voice of the
Lord came tohim, saying, 32 I am theGodof your fathers, theGodofAbraham
and of Isaac and of Jacob. And Moses, shaking with fear, kept his eyes from
looking at it. 33And the Lord said, Take off the shoes from your feet, for the
placewhere you are is holy. 34Truly, I have seen the sorrows ofmy people in
Egypt, and their cries have come to my ears, and I have come down to make
them free: andnow, come, Iwill send you to Egypt. 35ThisMoses,whom they
would not have, saying,Whomade you a ruler and a judge? himGod sent to
be a ruler and a saviour, by the hand of the angel whomhe saw in the thorn-
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tree. 36 This man took them out, having done wonders and signs in Egypt
and in the Red Sea and in the waste land, for forty years. 37This is the same
Moses, who said to the children of Israel, God will give you a prophet from
among your brothers, like me. 38 This is the man who was in the church in
the waste land with the angel who was talking to him in Sinai, and with our
fathers; and to himwere given the livingwords of God, so that hemight give
them to you. 39 By whom our fathers would not be controlled; but they put
himonone side, turningback in their hearts to Egypt, 40And saying toAaron,
Make us gods to go before us: as for this Moses, who took us out of the land
of Egypt, we have no idea what has become of him. 41 And they made the
image of a young ox in those days, and made an offering to it, and had joy
in the work of their hands. 42 But God was turned from them and let them
giveworship to the stars of heaven, as it says in the book of the prophets, Did
youmake offerings tomeof sheep and oxen for forty years in thewaste land,
O house of Israel? 43And you took up the tent of Moloch and the star of the
godRephan, imageswhich youmade to giveworship to them: and Iwill take
you away, farther than Babylon. 44Our fathers had the Tent of witness in the
waste land, as God gave orders to Moses to make it after the design which
he had seen. 45Which our fathers, in their turn, took with them when, with
Joshua, they came into the heritage of the nations whom God was driving
out before the face of our fathers, till the time of David, 46Whowas pleasing
to God; and he had a desire to make a holy tent for the God of Jacob. 47 But
Solomon was the builder of his house. 48But still, the Most High has not his
resting-place in houses made with hands, as the prophet says, 49Heaven is
the seat of my power, and earth is a resting-place for my feet: what sort of
housewill youmake forme, says the Lord, orwhat ismy place of rest? 50Did
notmy handmake all these things? 51Youwhose hearts are hard andwhose
ears are shut to me; you are ever working against the Holy Spirit; as your
fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets was not cruelly attacked by
your fathers? and they put to death those who gave them the news of the
coming of the Upright One; whom you have now given up and put to death;
53You, towhom the lawwas given as it was ordered by angels, andwhohave
not kept it. 54Hearing these things, they were cut to the heart and moved
with wrath against him. 55But he was full of the Holy Spirit, and looking up
to heaven, he saw the glory of God and Jesus at the right hand of God. 56And
he said, Now I see heaven open, and the Son ofman at the right hand of God.
57Butwith loud cries, and stopping their ears, theymade anattack onhimall
together, 58Driving him out of the town and stoning him: and the witnesses
put their clothing at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And Stephen,
while he was being stoned, made prayer to God, saying, Lord Jesus, take my
spirit. 60And going down on his knees, he said in a loud voice, Lord, do not
make them responsible for this sin. And when he had said this, he went to
his rest.

8
1AndSaul gaveapproval tohis death. Nowat that timeaviolent attackwas

started against the church in Jerusalem; and all but the Apostles went away
into all parts of Judaea and Samaria. 2 And God-fearing men put Stephen's
body in its last resting-place, making great weeping over him. 3But Saul was
burningwithhateagainst the church, going into everyhouseand takingmen
and women and putting them in prison. 4 But those who had gone in flight
went everywhere preaching the word. 5And Philip went down to Samaria
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and was teaching them about Christ. 6And all the people gave attention to
the words which Philip said, when they saw the signs which he did. 7 For
unclean spirits came out from thosewho had them, cryingwith a loud voice;
and a number of those who were ill and broken in body were made well.
8And therewasmuch joy in that town. 9But therewas a certainman named
Simon,who in the past had been awonder-worker and a cause of surprise to
the people of Samaria, saying that he himself was a great man: 10 To whom
they all gave attention, from the smallest to the greatest, saying, This man is
that power of God which is named Great. 11And they gave attention to him,
because for a long timehiswonder-workingpowershadkept themunderhis
control. 12Butwhen theyhad faith in thegoodnewsgivenbyPhilip about the
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, a number of men and women
had baptism. 13 And Simon himself had faith and, having had baptism, he
went with Philip and, seeing the signs and the great wonders which he did,
he was full of surprise. 14 Now when the Apostles at Jerusalem had news
that the people of Samaria had taken the word of God into their hearts, they
sent to themPeter and John; 15Who,when they came there,made prayer for
them, that the Holy Spirit might be given to them: 16 For up to that time he
had not come on any of them; only baptism had been given to them in the
name of the Lord Jesus. 17Then they put their hands on them, and the Holy
Spirit came on them. 18Nowwhen Simon saw that the Holy Spirit was given
through the touchof theApostles' hands, hemade themanofferingofmoney,
saying, 19Giveme this power, so thatwhen I putmyhands on anyone hemay
get the Holy Spirit. 20 But Peter said, May your money come to destruction
with you, because you had the idea that what is freely given by God may be
got for a price. 21 You have no part in this business, because your heart is
not right before God. 22Let your heart be changed, and make prayer to God
that you may have forgiveness for your evil thoughts. 23 For I see that you
are prisoned in bitter envy and the chains of sin. 24And Simon, answering,
said, Make prayer for me to the Lord, so that these things which you have
said may not come on me. 25 So they, having given their witness and made
clear the word of the Lord, went back to Jerusalem, giving the good news on
their way in a number of the small towns of Samaria. 26But an angel of the
Lord said to Philip, Get up, and go to the south, to the road which goes from
Jerusalem to Gaza, through the waste land. 27 And he went and there was
a man of Ethiopia, a servant of great authority under Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, and controller of all her property,whohad comeup to Jerusalem
forworship; 28Hewasgoingback, seated inhis carriage, andwas reading the
bookof the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, Gonear, and get on
his carriage. 30AndPhilip, runningup tohim, saw that hewas reading Isaiah
the prophet, and said to him, Is the sense of what you are reading clear to
you? 31Andhe said, How is that possiblewhen Ihavenoguide? Andhemade
Philip get up by his side. 32Now the place in the book where he was reading
was this: Hewas taken, like a sheep, to be put to death; and as a lamb is quiet
when its wool is being cut, so he made no sound: 33Being of low degree, his
cause was not given a hearing: who has knowledge of his family? for his life
is cut off from the earth. 34And the Ethiopian said to Philip, Aboutwhomare
these words said by the prophet? about himself, or some other? 35 So Philip,
starting from this writing, gave him the good news about Jesus. 36Andwhile
they were going on their way, they came to some water, and the Ethiopian
said, See, here is water; why may I not have baptism? 37 [] 38 And he gave
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orders for the carriage to be stopped, and the two of them went down into
thewater, and Philip gave himbaptism. 39Andwhen they cameup out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord took Philip away; and the Ethiopian saw him no
more, forhewentonhisway full of joy. 40ButPhilip cametoAzotus, andwent
through all the towns, preaching the good news, till he came to Caesarea.

9
1But Saul, still burningwith desire to put to death the disciples of the Lord,

went to the high priest, 2 And made a request for letters from him to the
Synagogues of Damascus, so that if there were any of the Way there, men
or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 And while he
was journeying, he came near Damascus; and suddenly he saw a light from
heavenshining roundhim; 4Andhewentdownon theearth, andavoice said
to him, Saul, Saul, why are you attacking me so cruelly? 5And he said, Who
are you, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus, whomyou are attacking: 6But get up,
and go into the town, and it will be made clear to you what you have to do.
7And themenwhowerewith himwere not able to say anything; hearing the
voice, but seeing no one. 8And Saul got up from the earth, andwhen his eyes
were open, he saw nothing; and he was guided by the hand into Damascus.
9 And for three days he was not able to see, and he took no food or drink.
10 Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and the
Lord said to him in a vision, Ananias! and he said, Here I am, Lord. 11And
the Lord said to him, Get up, and go to the street which is named Straight,
and make search at the house of Judas for one named Saul of Tarsus: for he
is at prayer; 12And he has seen aman namedAnanias coming in and putting
his hands on him, so that he may be able to see. 13But Ananias said, Lord, I
have had accounts of this man from a number of people, how much evil he
has done to your saints at Jerusalem: 14And here he has authority from the
chief priests to make prisoners all who give worship to your name. 15 But
the Lord said, Go without fear: for he is a special vessel for me, to give to the
Gentiles and kings and to the children of Israel the knowledge of my name:
16For I will make clear to himwhat troubles he will have to undergo for me.
17 And Ananias went out and came to the house, and putting his hands on
him, said, Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, whom you saw when you were on
your journey, has sent me, so that you may be able to see, and be full of the
Holy Spirit. 18 And straight away it seemed as if a veil was taken from his
eyes, and hewas able to see; and he got up, and had baptism; 19Andwhen he
had taken food his strength came back. And for some days he kept with the
discipleswhowere inDamascus. 20And straight away, in the Synagogues, he
was preaching Jesus as the Son of God. 21And all those hearing himwere full
ofwonderandsaid, Isnot this themanwho in Jerusalemwasattackingall the
worshippers of this name? and he had come here so that hemight take them
asprisoners before the chief priests. 22But Saulwent on increasing in power,
and the Jews inDamascuswere not able to give answers to the arguments by
which he made it clear that Jesus was the Christ. 23 Then, after some days,
the Jews made an agreement together to put him to death: 24 But Saul got
knowledge of their design. And they kept watch day and night on the roads
out of the town, so that theymight put him to death: 25But his disciples took
him by night and let him down from the wall in a basket. 26 And when he
came to Jerusalem, hemade an attempt to be joined to the disciples, but they
were all in fear of him, not taking him for a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took
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him to theApostles andgave themanaccount ofhowhehad seen theLordon
the road, and had given hearing to his words, and how at Damascus he had
been preaching in the name of Jesus without fear. 28And he was with them,
going in and out at Jerusalem, 29 Preaching in the name of the Lord without
fear; and he had discussionswith the Greek Jews; but theywereworking for
his death. 30 And when the brothers had knowledge of it, they took him to
Caesarea and sent him toTarsus. 31And so the church throughall Judaeaand
GalileeandSamariahadpeaceandwasmadestrong; and, living in the fearof
the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, was increased greatly. 32And
it came about that while Peter was going through all parts of the country he
came to the saints whowere living at Lydda. 33And there was a certainman
there, namedAeneas, who for eight years had been in bed, without power of
moving. 34And Peter said to him, Aeneas, Jesus Christ makes you well: get
up andmake your bed. And straight away he got up. 35And all those living in
Lydda and Sharon saw him, and were turned to the Lord. 36Now there was
at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, that is, Dorcas: this woman was
given to good works and acts of mercy at all times. 37And it came about, in
those days, that she got ill and came to her death: and when she had been
washed, they put her in a room which was high up. 38 And because Lydda
was near Joppa, the disciples, having knowledge that Peter was there, sent
twomen to him, requesting him to come to them straight away. 39And Peter
went with them. And when he had come, they took him into the room: and
all the widows were there, weeping and putting before him the coats and
clothingwhichDorcas hadmadewhile shewaswith them. 40But Petermade
themall gooutside, andwentdownonhis knees inprayer; and turning to the
body, he said, Tabitha, get up. And, opening her eyes, she saw Peter and got
up. 41And he took her hand, lifting her up; and, sending for the saints and
widows, he gaveher to them, living. 42Andnewsof itwent all through Joppa,
and a number of people had faith in the Lord. 43And he was living in Joppa
for some time with Simon, a leather-worker.

10
1Now there was a certain man in Caesarea, named Cornelius, the captain

of the Italian band of the army; 2 A serious-minded man, fearing God with
all his family; he gave much money to the poor, and made prayer to God at
all times. 3 He saw in a vision, clearly, at about the ninth hour of the day,
an angel of the Lord coming to him and saying to him, Cornelius! 4 And
he, looking on him in fear, said, What is it, Lord? And he said to him, Your
prayers and your offerings have come up to God, and he has kept them in
mind. 5Now send men to Joppa, and get one Simon, named Peter, 6Who is
living with Simon, a leather-worker, whose house is by the sea. 7And when
the angel who said these words to him had gone away, he sent for two of
his house-servants, and a God-fearing man of the army, one of those who
were waiting on him at all times; 8 And having given them an account of
everything, he sent them to Joppa. 9Now the day after, when they were on
their journey and were near the town, Peter went up to the top of the house
forprayer, about the sixthhour: 10Andhewas inneedof food: butwhile they
were getting it ready, a deep sleep came on him; 11And he saw the heavens
opening, and a vessel coming down, like a great cloth let down on the earth,
12 In which were all sorts of beasts and birds. 13 And a voice came to him,
saying, Come, Peter; take them for food. 14But Peter said, No, Lord; for I have
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never taken foodwhich is common or unclean. 15And the voice came to him
a second time, What God has made clean, do not you make common. 16And
this was done three times: and then the vessel was taken back into heaven.
17Nowwhile Peterwas in doubt as to the purpose of this vision, themenwho
were sent by Cornelius, having made search for Simon's house, came to the
door, 18 To see if Simon, named Peter, was living there. 19 And, while Peter
was turning the vision over in hismind, the Spirit said to him, See, threemen
are looking for you. 20Go down, then, and go with them, doubting nothing,
for I have sent them. 21And Peter went down to the men, and said, I am the
man you are looking for: why have you come? 22And they said, Cornelius, a
captain, an upright and God-fearing man, respected by all the nation of the
Jews, had word from God by an angel to send for you to his house, and to
give hearing to your words. 23 So he took them in for the night. And the day
after, he went with them, taking some of the brothers from Joppa with him.
24And the day after that, they came to Caesarea. And Cornelius was waiting
for them, having got together his relations and his near friends. 25Andwhen
Peter came in, Cornelius came to him and, falling down at his feet, gave him
worship. 26But Peter, lifting him up, said, Get up, for I am a man as you are.
27And saying thesewords, hewent in, and saw that a great number of people
had come together; 28And he said to them, You yourselves have knowledge
that it is against the law for a man who is a Jew to be in the company of one
who is of anothernation; butGodhasmade it clear tome that nomanmaybe
named common or unclean: 29And so I came without question, when I was
sent for. What then is your purpose in sending forme? 30AndCornelius said,
Four days fromnow Iwas inmy house in prayer at the ninth hour; and I saw
beforeme aman in shining clothing, 31Who said, Cornelius, your prayer has
come to the ears of God, and your offerings are kept in his memory. 32 Send,
then, to Joppa, and get Simon, named Peter, to come to you; he is living in the
house of Simon, a leather-worker, by the sea. 33 So, straight away, I sent for
you; and you have done well to come. And now, we are all present before
God, ready to give attention to all the things which the Lord has given you to
say. 34ThenPeter said, Truly, I see clearly that God is no respecter of persons:
35But in every nation, the man who has fear of him and does righteousness
is pleasing to him. 36Thewordwhich he sent to the children of Israel, giving
the good news of peace through Jesus Christ (who is Lord of all) — 37 That
word you yourselves have knowledge of, which was made public through
all Judaea, starting from Galilee, after the baptism of which John was the
preacher, 38 About Jesus of Nazareth, how God gave the Holy Spirit to him,
with power: and how he went about doing good and making well all who
were troubled by evil spirits, for Godwas with him. 39Andwe are witnesses
of all the things which he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem;
whom they put to death, hanging him on a tree. 40On the third day God gave
himback to life, and let himbe seen, 41Not by all the people, but bywitnesses
marked out before by God, even by us, who took food and drink with him
after he came back from the dead. 42 And he gave us orders to give news
of this to the people, and to give public witness that this is he whomGod has
made judgeof the livingand thedead. 43Tohimall theprophets givewitness,
that throughhisnameeveryonewhohas faith inhimwillhave forgivenessof
sins. 44While Peterwas saying thesewords, theHoly Spirit came on all those
whowere hearing theword. 45And the Jews of the faith, who had comewith
Peter, were full of wonder, because the Holy Spirit was given to the Gentiles,
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46And theywere talking in tongues, and giving glory toGod. ThenPeter said,
47Will any man say that these may not have baptism who have been given
the Holy Spirit as we have? 48And he gave orders for them to have baptism
in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they kept himwith them for some days.

11
1 Now the Apostles and the brothers who were in Judaea had news that

the word of God had been given to the Gentiles. 2And when Peter came to
Jerusalem, those who kept the rule of circumcision had an argument with
him, 3 Saying, You went to men without circumcision, and took food with
them. 4 But Peter gave them an account of it all in order, saying to them, 5 I
was in the town of Joppa, at prayer: and falling into a deep sleep, I saw in
a vision a vessel like a great cloth let down from heaven, and it came down
to me: 6 And looking on it with attention I saw in it all sorts of beasts and
birds. 7And a voice came tomy ears saying, Come, Peter; take them for food.
8 But I said, No, Lord; for nothing common or unclean has ever come into
my mouth. 9 But the voice, coming a second time from heaven, said, What
God has made clean, do not you make common. 10And this was done three
times, and they were all taken up again into heaven. 11And at that minute,
three men, sent from Caesarea, came to the house where we were. 12 And
the Spirit gave me orders to go with them, doubting nothing. And these six
brothers camewithme; andwewent into thatman'shouse: 13Andhegaveus
an account of how he had seen the angel in his house, saying, Send to Joppa,
and get Simon, named Peter, to come to you; 14Who will say words to you
through which you and all your family may get salvation. 15 And, while I
was talking to them, the Holy Spirit came on them, as on us at first. 16And
the words of the Lord came into mymind, how he said, The baptism of John
was with water, but you will have baptism with the Holy Spirit. 17 If then
God gave them, when they had faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the same as he
gave to us, who was I to go against God? 18 And hearing these things they
said nothing more, but gave glory to God, saying, Then to the Gentiles as to
us has God given a change of heart, so that they may have life. 19Then those
who had gone away at the time of the trouble about Stephen, went as far as
Phoenicia and Cyprus, preaching to the Jews only. 20But some of them, men
of Cyprus andCyrene,when they came toAntioch, gave the goodnews about
the Lord Jesus to the Greeks. 21 And the power of the Lord was with them,
and a great number had faith and were turned to the Lord. 22And news of
them came to the ears of the church at Jerusalem: and they sent Barnabas as
far as Antioch: 23Who, when he came and saw the grace of God, was glad;
and he made clear to them the need of keeping near the Lord with all the
strength of their hearts: 24For he was a good man and full of the Holy Spirit
and of faith: and a great number were joined to the Lord. 25 Then he went
on to Tarsus, looking for Saul; 26Andwhen he had come across him, he took
him to Antioch. And theywerewith the church there for a year, teaching the
people; and the disciples were first given the name of Christians in Antioch.
27Now in those days prophets came from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28And one
of them, named Agabus, said publicly through the Spirit that there would
be serious need of food all over the earth: which came about in the time of
Claudius. 29And the disciples, everyone as he was able, made a decision to
sendhelp to the brothers living in Judaea: 30Which they did, sending it to the
rulers of the church by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.
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12
1 Now, about that time, Herod the king made cruel attacks on the Chris-

tians. 2And he put James, the brother of John, to deathwith the sword. 3And
when he saw that this was pleasing to the Jews he went on to take Peter in
addition. Thiswas at the time of the feast of unleavened bread. 4And having
takenhim, heputhim inprison,with fourbandsof armedmen tokeepwatch
over him; his purpose being to take him out to the people after the Passover.
5 So Peter was kept in prison: but the church made strong prayer to God for
him. 6AndwhenHerodwas about to take him out, the same night Peter was
sleeping inchainsbetween twoarmedmen, and thewatchmenwerekeeping
watch before the door of the prison. 7And a great light was seen shining in
the room, and an angel of the Lord came to Peter and, touching him on his
side so thathe cameoutofhis sleep, said, Getupquickly. Andhis chains came
off his hands. 8 Then the angel said, Put on your shoes and get ready to go.
Andhedid so. Andhe said, Put your coat roundyouand comewithme. 9And
he went out after him; and he was not certain if what was done by the angel
was a fact, for it seemed to him that hewas seeing a vision. 10Andwhen they
had gone past the first and secondwatchmen they came to the iron door into
the town,which cameopenby itself: and theywent out anddownone street;
and then the angel went away. 11Andwhen Peter came to his senses he said,
Now, truly, I am certain that the Lord has sent his angel and takenme out of
the hands ofHerod, against all the hopes of the Jews. 12Andwhenhebecame
clear about this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John named
Mark, where a number of themhad come together for prayer. 13Andhe gave
a blowon the door, and a young girl came to it, namedRhoda. 14Andhearing
the voice of Peter, in her joy she went running, without opening the door, to
say that Peter was outside. 15And they said to her, You are off your head. But
still she said, with decision, that it was so. And they said, It is his angel. 16But
Peter went on giving blows on the door: andwhen it was open and they saw
him, they were full of wonder. 17But he made a sign to them with his hand
to be quiet, and gave them an account of how the Lord had taken him out of
prison. And he said, Give the news to James and the brothers. And then he
went away. 18Now when it was day, the armed men were greatly troubled
aboutwhat had become of Peter. 19AndHerod, when he sent for him, and he
was not there, after questioning the watchmen, gave orders that they were
to be put to death. Then he went down from Judaea to Caesarea for a time.
20Now hewas very angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon: and they came
to him, all together, and having made friends with Blastus, the controller of
the king's house, they made a request for peace, because their country was
dependent on the king's country for its food. 21 And on the day which had
beenfixed, Herod, dressed inhis robes and seated inhis place,made apublic
statement to them. 22And the people, with loud cries, said, It is the voice of
a god, not of aman. 23And straight away the angel of the Lord sent a disease
on him, because he did not give the glory to God: and his flesh was wasted
away byworms, and so he came to his end. 24But the word of the Lord went
on increasing. 25And Barnabas and Saul came back from Jerusalem, when
their work was ended, taking with them John namedMark.

13
1Now there were at Antioch, in the church there, prophets and teachers,

Barnabas, and Symeon who was named Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and
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Manaen, a relation of Herod the king, and Saul. 2Andwhile theywere doing
the Lord's work, and going without food, the Holy Spirit said, Let Barnabas
and Saul be given to me for the special work for which they have been
marked out byme. 3Then, after prayer and goingwithout food they put their
hands on them, and sent them away. 4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit,
they went down to Seleucia; and from there they went by ship to Cyprus.
5 And at Salamis they were preaching the word of God in the Synagogues
of the Jews: and John was with them, helping them. 6 And when they had
gone through all the island to Paphos, they came across a certain wonder-
worker and false prophet, a Jewwhose namewas Bar-Jesus; 7Whowaswith
the ruler, Sergius Paulus, an ableman. Thisman sent for Barnabas and Saul,
desiring to have knowledge of the word of God. 8 But Elymas, the wonder-
worker (for that is the sense of his name), put himself against them, with
the purpose of turning the ruler from the faith. 9 But Saul, whose other
name is Paul, being full of the Holy Spirit, looking hard at him, said, 10 O
you, who are full of false tricks and evil ways, a son of the Evil One, hating
all righteousness, will you for ever be turning people from the right ways
of the Lord? 11 And now, see, the hand of the Lord is on you, and you will
be blind and not able to see the sun for a time. And straight away a dark
mist came down on him; and he went about looking for a guide. 12 Then
the ruler, when he saw what was done, had faith, being full of wonder at
the teaching of the Lord. 13 Then Paul and those who were with him went
by ship from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia: and there John went
away from them and came back to Jerusalem. 14 But they, going through
from Perga, came to Antioch in Pisidia; and they went into the Synagogue
on the Sabbath and were seated. 15And after the reading of the law and the
prophets, the rulers of the Synagogue sent to them, saying, Brothers, if you
have a word of comfort for the people, say on. 16 And Paul, getting up and
making a sign with his hand, said, Men of Israel, and you who have the fear
ofGod, give ear. 17TheGodof this people Israelmade selectionof our fathers,
lifting the people up from their low condition when they were living in the
land of Egypt, and with a strong arm took them out of it. 18 And for about
forty years he put up with their ways in the waste land. 19 And having put
to destruction seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them the land
for their heritage for about four hundred and fifty years. 20And after these
things he gave them judges, till the time of Samuel the prophet. 21 Then at
their request for a king, God gave them Saul, the son of Kish, a man of the
family of Benjamin, who was their king for forty years. 22 And having put
him on one side, hemadeDavid their king, towhomhe gavewitness, saying,
I have taken David, the son of Jesse, a man dear to my heart, who will do
all my pleasure. 23 From this man's seed has God given to Israel a Saviour,
even Jesus, as he gave his word; 24 For whose coming John made ready the
way by preaching to all the people of Israel the baptism which goes with a
change of heart. 25And when John was completing his work, he said, What
do I seem to you to be? I am not he; but one is coming after me, whose shoes
I am not good enough to undo. 26 My brothers, children of the family of
Abraham, and those among you who have the fear of God, to us the word
of this salvation is sent. 27For themen of Jerusalem and their rulers, having
no knowledge of him, or of the sayings of the prophets which come to their
ears every Sabbath day, gave effect to themby judging him. 28And thoughno
cause of death was seen in him, they made a request to Pilate that he might
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be put to death. 29Andwhen they had done all the things said in theWritings
about him, they took himdown from the tree, and put him in the place of the
dead. 30But God gave him back from the dead: 31And for a number of days
he was seen by those who came with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who
are now his witnesses before the people. 32And we are giving you the good
news of the undertakingmade to the fathers, 33Which God has now put into
effect for our children, by sending Jesus; as it says in the second Psalm, You
are my Son; this day I have given you being. 34And about his coming back
from the dead, never again to go to destruction, he has said these words, I
will give you the holy and certain mercies of David. 35 Because he says in
another Psalm, Youwill not let yourHoly One see destruction. 36NowDavid,
having done God's work for his generation, went to sleep, and was put with
his fathers, and his body came to destruction: 37 But he, who was lifted up
by God, did not see destruction. 38And so, let it be clear to you, my brothers,
that through this man forgiveness of sins is offered to you: 39 And through
him everyone who has faith is made free from all those things, from which
the law of Moses was not able to make you free. 40 So take care that these
words of the prophets do not come true for you; 41 See, you doubters, have
wonder and come to your end; for I will do a thing in your days towhich you
will not give belief, even if it is made clear to you. 42 And when they went
out, theymade a request that thesewordsmight be said to themagain on the
Sabbath after. 43Now when the meeting was ended, a number of the Jews
and of the God-fearing Gentiles who had become Jews, went after Paul and
Barnabas: whoput before themhow important itwas to keep on in the grace
of God. 44And on the Sabbath after, almost all the town came together to give
hearing to theword of God. 45Butwhen the Jews saw such a great number of
people, they were full of envy and said evil words against Paul's preaching.
46 Then Paul and Barnabas without fear said, It was necessary for the word
of God to be given to you first; but because you will have nothing to do with
it, and have no desire for eternal life, it will now be offered to the Gentiles.
47 For so the Lord has given us orders, saying, I have given you for a light to
the Gentiles so that you may be for salvation to the ends of the earth. 48And
the Gentiles, hearing this, were glad and gave glory to the word of God: and
those marked out by God for eternal life had faith. 49 And the word of the
Lord went through all the country. 50 But the Jews, working up the feelings
of the God-fearing women of high position and of the chief men of the town,
got an attack started against Paul and Barnabas, driving them out of those
parts. 51But they, shaking off the dust of that place from their feet, came to
Iconium. 52And the disciples were full of joy and of the Holy Spirit.

14
1Now in Iconiumtheywent together to the Synagogueof the Jewsandgave

such teaching that a great number of Jews and Greeks had faith. 2But those
Jewswho had not the faith, made theminds of the Gentiles bitter against the
brothers. 3 So they kept there for a long time, taking heart in the Lord, who
gave witness to the word of his grace by causing signs and wonders to be
doneby their hands. 4But therewasadivisionamong thepeople of the town;
somewere on the side of the Jews and some on the side of the Apostles. 5And
when a violent attempt was made by the Gentiles and the Jews, with their
rulers, to make an attack on them and have them stoned, 6Having got news
of it, they went in flight to the towns of Lycaonia, Lystra, and Derbe, and the
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country round about: 7Andwent on preaching the goodnews there. 8And at
Lystra there was a certainman, who from birth had beenwithout the use of
his feet, never having had the power ofwalking. 9Thismanwas giving ear to
the preaching of Paul, who, looking at him, and seeing that he had faith to be
made well, 10 Said in a loud voice, Get up on your feet. And, jumping up, he
went walking about. 11And when the people saw what Paul had done, they
said ina loudvoice, in the languageofLycaonia, Thegodshave comedown to
us in the form ofmen. 12And they gave the name of Jupiter to Barnabas, and
to Paul that of Mercury, because he was the chief talker. 13And the priest of
the image of Jupiter,whichwasbefore the town, tookoxenandflowers to the
doors of the town, andwas about tomake an offeringwith the people. 14But
when this came to the ears of the Apostles, Paul and Barnabas, they went
runningout among thepeople, parting their clothing, and cryingout, 15Good
people, why are you doing these things? We are men with the same feelings
as you, andwe give you the good news so that youmay be turned away from
these foolish things to the living God, who made the heaven and the earth
and the sea and all things in them: 16Who in the past let all nations go in the
wayswhich seemedgood to them. 17Buthewasnotwithoutwitness, because
he did good, and gave you rain from heaven and times of fruit, making your
hearts full of foodand joy. 18Andevenwith thesewords, itwashard for them
to keep the people frommaking an offering to them. 19But some Jews came
to that place from Antioch and Iconium, and got control over the people;
and after stoning Paul, they had him pulled out of the town, taking him for
dead. 20 But when the disciples came round him, he got up and went into
the town: and the day after he went away with Barnabas to Derbe. 21 And
having made a number of disciples through the preaching of the good news
in that town, they went back to Lystra and Iconium and Antioch, 22Making
strong the souls of the disciples, saying to them that they were to keep the
faith, and that we have to go through troubles of all sorts to come into the
kingdomofGod. 23Andwhen theyhadmade selectionof some tobe rulers in
every church, andhad given themselves to prayer and kept themselves from
food, they put them into the care of the Lord in whom they had faith. 24And
they went through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. 25 And, after preaching
the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia; 26And from there they went
by ship to Antioch, where they had been handed over to the grace of God for
the work which they had not done. 27And when they came there, and had
got the church together, they gave them an account of all the things which
God had done through them, and how he had made open a door of faith to
the Gentiles. 28And they were with the disciples there for a long time.

15
1Nowcertainmencamedown fromJudaea, teaching thebrothers and say-

ing that without circumcision, after the rule of Moses, there is no salvation.
2 And after Paul and Barnabas had had no little argument and discussion
with them, the brothers made a decision to send Paul and Barnabas and
certain others of them to the Apostles and the rulers of the church at
Jerusalem about this question. 3 So they, being sent on their way by the
church, went through Phoenicia and Samaria, giving news of the salvation
of the Gentiles, to the great joy of all the brothers. 4 And when they came
to Jerusalem, they had a meeting with the church and the Apostles and
the rulers, and they gave an account of all the things which God had done
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through them. 5But some of the Pharisees, whowere of the faith, got up and
said, It is necessary for these to have circumcision and to keep the law of
Moses. 6 And the Apostles and the rulers of the church came together and
gave thought to the question. 7And when there had been much discussion,
Peter got up and said to them, My brothers, you have knowledge that some
time back it was God's pleasure that by my mouth the good news might be
given to the Gentiles so that they might have faith. 8And God, the searcher
of hearts, was a witness to them, giving them the Holy Spirit even as he did
to us; 9 Making no division between them and us, but making clean their
hearts by faith. 10Why then are you testingGod, by putting on theneck of the
disciples a yoke so hard that not even our fathers or wewere strong enough
for it? 11 But we have faith that we will get salvation through the grace of
the Lord Jesus in the same way as they. 12 And all the people were quiet
while Barnabas and Paul gave an account of the signs and wonders which
God had done among the Gentiles by them. 13 And when they had come
to an end, James, answering, said, My brothers, give ear to me: 14 Symeon
has given an account of how God was first pleased to take from among the
Gentiles a people for himself. 15 And this is in agreement with the words
of the prophets, as it is said, 16After these things I will come back, and will
put up the tent of David which has been broken down, building up again
its broken parts and making it complete: 17 So that the rest of men may
make search for the Lord, and all the Gentiles on whommy name is named,
18 Says the Lord, who has made these things clear from the earliest times.
19 For this reason my decision is, that we do not put trouble in the way of
those who from among the Gentiles are turned to God; 20 But that we give
them orders to keep themselves from things offered to false gods, and from
the evil desires of the body, and from the flesh of animals put to death in
ways against the law, and from blood. 21 For Moses, from times long past,
has his preachers in every town, reading his law in the Synagogues every
Sabbath. 22 Then it seemed good to the Apostles and the rulers and all the
church, to send men from among them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas;
Judas, named Barsabbas, and Silas, chief men among the brothers: 23 And
they sent a letter by them, saying, The Apostles and the older brothers, to
the brothers who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, may
joy be with you: 24 Because we have knowledge that some who went from
us have been troubling you with their words, putting your souls in doubt;
to whom we gave no such order; 25 It seemed good to us, having come to an
agreement together, to send thesemen to you, with our well loved Barnabas
and Paul, 26 Men who have given up their lives for the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 27And so we have sent Judas and Silas, who will say the same
things to you themselves, by word of mouth. 28 For it seemed good to the
HolySpirit and tous, toputonyounothingmore than thesenecessary things;
29To keep from things offered to false gods, and fromblood, and from things
put to death in ways which are against the law, and from the evil desires
of the body; if you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. May you
be happy. 30 So they, being sent away, came down to Antioch, and having
got the people together, they gave them the letter. 31 And after reading it,
they were glad of its comfort. 32And Judas and Silas, who themselves were
prophets, gave teaching to the brothers and made them strong in the faith.
33Andwhen theyhadbeen there for some time, theywere sent back in peace
by the brothers to those who had sent them. 34 [] 35 But Paul and Barnabas
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kept on in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of God, with a number
of others. 36And after some days, Paul said to Barnabas, Let us go back and
see thebrothers in every townwherewehavegiven thewordofGod, and see
how they are. 37And Barnabas had a desire to take with them John, named
Mark. 38But Paul was of the opinion that it was not right to take with them
one who had gone away from them in Pamphylia, and had not gone onwith
the work. 39 And there was a sharp argument between them, so that they
were parted from one another, and Barnabas took Mark with him and went
by ship to Cyprus; 40But Paul took Silas and went away with the blessing of
the brothers. 41And hewent through Syria and Cilicia, making the churches
stronger in the faith.

16
1And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and there was a certain disciple there

named Timothy, whose mother was one of the Jews of the faith, but his
father was a Greek; 2 Of whom the brothers at Lystra and Iconium had a
high opinion. 3 Paul had a desire for him to go with him, and he gave him
circumcision because of the Jews who were in those parts: for they all had
knowledge that his father was a Greek. 4 And on their way through the
towns, they gave them the rules which had been made by the Apostles and
the rulers of the church at Jerusalem, so that they might keep them. 5 So the
churchesweremade strong in the faith andwere increased innumber every
day. 6And after they had gone through the land of Phrygia and Galatia, the
Holy Spirit did not let them take the word into Asia; 7 And having come to
Mysia, they made an attempt to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did
not let them; 8And going past Mysia, they came down to Troas. 9And Paul
had a vision in the night; a man of Macedonia came, requesting him, and
saying, Come over into Macedonia and give us help. 10 And when he had
seen thevision, straight awaywemade thedecision to go intoMacedonia, for
it seemed certain to us that God had sent us to give the good news to them.
11 So, from Troas we went straight by ship to Samothrace and the day after
to Neapolis; 12And from there to Philippi, which is themost important town
ofMacedonia and a Roman colony: andwewere there for some days. 13And
on the Sabbath we went outside the town, by the river, where we had an
idea that there would be a place of prayer; and, being seated, we had talk
with the women who had come together. 14 And a certain woman named
Lydia, a trader in purple cloth of the town of Thyatira, and a God-fearing
woman, gave ear to us: whose heart the Lord made open to give attention
to the things which Paul was saying. 15 And when she and her family had
had baptism, she made a request to us, saying, If it seems to you that I am
true to the Lord, come into my house and be my guests. And she made us
come. 16And when we were going to the place of prayer, we came across a
girl with a spirit which gave knowledge of the future, whose masters made
great profit from her power. 17 She came after Paul and us, crying out and
saying, Thesemen are the servants of theMost HighGod,who are giving you
news of the way of salvation. 18And this she did on a number of days. But
Paul was greatly troubled and, turning, said to the spirit, I give you orders in
the name of Jesus Christ, to come out of her. And it came out that very hour.
19 But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they took
Paul and Silas, pulling them into the market-place before the rulers; 20And
when they had taken thembefore the authorities, they said, Thesemen,who
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are Jews, are greatly troublingour town; 21Teaching rules of livingwhich it is
not right for us to have or to keep, being Romans. 22And the peoplemade an
attack on them all together: and the authorities took their clothing off them,
and gave orders for them to bewhipped. 23Andwhen they had given thema
great number of blows, they put them in prison, giving orders to the keeper
of the prison to keep them safely: 24 And he, having such orders, put them
into the inner prisonwith chains on their feet. 25But about themiddle of the
night, Paul and Silasweremaking prayers and songs to God in the hearing of
the prisoners; 26And suddenly there was an earth-shock, so that the base of
the prison was moved: and all the doors came open, and everyone's chains
came off. 27 And the keeper, coming out of his sleep, and seeing the prison
doors open, took his sword and was about to put himself to death, fearing
that the prisoners had got away. 28But Paul said in a loud voice, Do yourself
no damage, for we are all here. 29And he sent for lights and came rushing in
and, shaking with fear, went down on his face before Paul and Silas, 30And
took them out and said, Sirs, what have I to do to get salvation? 31 And
they said, Have faith in the Lord Jesus, and you and your family will have
salvation. 32And they gave the word of the Lord to him and to all who were
in his house. 33 And that same hour of the night, he took them, and when
he had given attention to their wounds, he and all his family had baptism
straight away. 34Andhe took them intohis house and gave them food, andhe
was full of joy, having faith in Godwith all his family. 35But when it was day,
the authorities sent the police, saying, Let these men go. 36 And the keeper
said to Paul, The authorities have given orders to let you go: come out now,
andgo inpeace. 37ButPaul said to them, TheyhavegivenuswhoareRomans
a public whipping without judging us, and have put us in prison. Will they
now send us out secretly? no, truly, let them come themselves and take us
out. 38And the police gave an account of these words to the authorities, and
they were full of fear on hearing that they were Romans; 39Then they came
andmade prayers to them, requesting them, when they had taken them out,
to go away from the town. 40And they came out of the prison andwent to the
houseofLydia: andwhen theyhadseen thebrothers theygave themcomfort
and went away.

17
1Now when they had gone through Amphipolis and Apollonia they came

to Thessalonica, where there was a Synagogue of the Jews: 2And Paul, as he
generally did, went in to them, and on three Sabbath days had discussions
with them from the holy Writings, 3 Saying to them clearly and openly that
Christ had to be put to death and come back to life again; and that this Jesus,
whom, he said, I am preaching to you, is the Christ. 4And some of them had
faith, and were joined to Paul and Silas; and a number of the God-fearing
Greeks, and some of the chief women. 5 But the Jews, being moved with
envy, took with them certain low persons from among the common people,
and getting together a great number of people, made an outcry in the town,
attacking the house of Jason with the purpose of taking them out to the
people. 6Andwhen theywere not able to get them, they took Jason and some
of the brothers by force before the rulers of the town, crying, These men,
who have made trouble all over the world have now come here; 7 Whom
Jason has taken into his house: and they are acting against the orders of
Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus. 8 And hearing these things
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the people and the rulers of the town were troubled. 9 And having made
Jason and the others give an undertaking to keep the peace, they let them go.
10And thebrothers straight awaysentPaul andSilasawaybynight toBeroea:
and they, when they came there, went to the Synagogue of the Jews. 11Now
these were more noble than the Jews of Thessalonica, for they gave serious
attention to theword, searching in theholyWritings everyday, to see if these
things were so. 12 And a number of them had faith, and no small number
of the Greek women of high position and of the men. 13 But when the Jews
of Thessalonica had news that Paul was preaching the word at Beroea, they
came there, troubling the people and working them up. 14 So the brothers
sent Paul straight away to the sea: but Silas and Timothy kept there still.
15 But those who went with Paul took him as far as Athens, and then went
away, with orders from him to Silas and Timothy to come to him quickly.
16Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was troubled,
for he saw all the town full of images of the gods. 17 So he had discussions
in the Synagogue with the Jews and God-fearing Gentiles, and every day in
themarket-placewith thosewhowere there. 18And some of thosewhowere
supporters of the theories of the Epicureans and the Stoics, had a meeting
with him. And some said, What is this talker of foolish words saying? And
others, He seems to be a preacher of strange gods: because hewas preaching
of Jesus and his coming back from the dead. 19And they took him to Mars'
Hill, saying, Will you make clear to us what is this new teaching of yours?
20 For you seem to us to say strange things, and we have a desire to get the
sense of them. 21 (Now all the Athenians and the men from other lands who
come there were giving all their time to talking or hearing of anything new.)
22And Paul got to his feet on Mars' Hill and said, O men of Athens, I see that
you are overmuch given to fear of the gods. 23 For when I came by, I was
looking at the things to which you give worship, and I saw an altar with this
writing on it, TOTHEGODOFWHOMTHERE ISNOKNOWLEDGE.Now,what
you,without knowledge, giveworship to, Imake clear to you. 24TheGodwho
made the earth and everything in it, he, being Lord of heaven and earth, is
not housed in buildingsmadewith hands; 25And he is not dependent on the
work ofmen's hands, as if he had need of anything, for he himself gives to all
life and breath and all things; 26Andhehasmade of one blood all the nations
of men living on all the face of the earth, ordering their times and the limits
of their lands, 27So that theymightmake search for God, in order, if possible,
to get knowledge of him and make discovery of him, though he is not far
from every one of us: 28For in himwehave life andmotion and existence; as
certain of your versewriters have said, Forwe are his offspring. 29 If thenwe
are the offspring of God, it is not right for us to have the idea that God is like
gold or silver or stone, formed by the art or design of man. 30 Those times
when men had no knowledge were overlooked by God; but now he gives
orders to all men in every place to undergo a change of heart: 31 Because
a day has been fixed in which all the world will be judged in righteousness
by the man who has beenmarked out by him for this work; of which he has
given a sign to all men by giving him back from the dead. 32Now on hearing
about the coming back fromdeath, some of themmade sport of it, but others
said, Let us go more fully into this another time. 33And so Paul went away
from among them. 34 But some men gave him their support: among whom
was Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris, and others
with them.
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18
1After these things, hewent away fromAthens, and came toCorinth. 2And

there he came across a certain Jew named Aquila, a man of Pontus by birth,
who not long before had come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because
Claudius had given orders that all Jews were to go away from Rome: and
he came to them; 3 And because he was of the same trade, he was living
with them, and they did their work together; for by trade they were tent-
makers. 4And every Sabbath he had discussions in the Synagogue, turning
Jews andGreeks to the faith. 5Andwhen Silas and Timothy camedown from
Macedonia, Paulwas completely given up to theword, preaching to the Jews
that the Christ was Jesus. 6And when they put themselves against him, and
said evil words, he said, shaking his clothing, Your blood be on your heads,
I am clean: from now I will go to the Gentiles. 7 And moving from there,
he went into the house of a man named Titus Justus, a God-fearing man,
whose house was very near the Synagogue. 8 And Crispus, the ruler of the
Synagogue, with all his family, had faith in the Lord; and a great number of
the people of Corinth, hearing the word, had faith and were given baptism.
9And the Lord said to Paul in the night, in a vision, Have no fear and go on
preaching: 10 For I am with you, and no one will make an attack on you to
do you damage: for I have a number of people in this town. 11And he was
there forayearandsixmonths, teaching thewordofGodamong them. 12But
whenGalliowasrulerofAchaia, all the Jews togethermadeanattackonPaul,
and took him to the judge's seat, 13 Saying, This man is teaching the people
to give worship to God in a way which is against the law. 14 But when Paul
was about to say something, Gallio said to the Jews, If this was anything to
do with wrongdoing or crime, there would be a reason for me to give you a
hearing: 15 But if it is a question of words or names or of your law, see to it
yourselves; I will not be a judge of such things. 16 And he sent them away
from the judge's seat. 17And they all made an attack on Sosthenes, the ruler
of the Synagogue, and gavehimblowsbefore the judge's seat; butGallio gave
no attention to these things. 18AndPaul, afterwaiting somedays, went away
from the brothers and went by ship to Syria, Priscilla and Aquila being with
him; and he had had his hair cut off in Cenchrea, for he had taken an oath.
19 And they came down to Ephesus and he left them there: and he himself
went into the Synagogue and had a discussion with the Jews. 20 And being
requested by them to be there for a longer time, he said, No; 21 And went
from them, saying, I will come back to you if God lets me; and he took ship
from Ephesus. 22 And when he had come to land at Caesarea, he went to
see the church, and then went down to Antioch. 23 And having been there
for some time, he went through the country of Galatia and Phrygia in order,
making the disciples strong in the faith. 24Nowa certain JewnamedApollos,
an Alexandrian by birth, and a man of learning, came to Ephesus; and he
had great knowledge of the holy Writings. 25 This man had been trained in
theway of the Lord; and burning in spirit, he gave himself up to teaching the
facts about Jesus, though he had knowledge only of John's baptism: 26 And
he was preaching in the Synagogue without fear. But Priscilla and Aquila,
hearing his words, took him in, and gave him fuller teaching about the way
of God. 27 And when he had a desire to go over into Achaia, the brothers
gave him help, and sent letters to the disciples requesting them to take him
in among them: and when he had come, he gave much help to those who
had faith through grace: 28 For he overcame the Jews in public discussion,
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making clear from the holyWritings that the Christ was Jesus.

19
1And it came about that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul, having gone

through the higher country, came to Ephesus, where there were certain
disciples: 2 And he said to them, Did you get the Holy Spirit when you had
faith? And they said tohim,No,wehavehadnoknowledge of theHoly Spirit.
3Andhe said,What sort of baptismdidyouhave? And they said, Thebaptism
of John. 4 And Paul said, John gave a baptism which goes with a change
of heart, saying to the people that they were to have faith in him who was
coming after him, that is, in Jesus. 5Andhearing this, theyhadbaptism in the
nameof theLord Jesus. 6AndwhenPaul hadput his hands on them, theHoly
Spirit cameon them; and theyhad thepowerof talking in tongues, andacting
likeprophets. 7And therewereabout twelveof thesemen. 8Andhewent into
the Synagogue, and for three months he was preaching there without fear,
reasoning and teaching about the kingdom of God. 9 But because some of
the peoplewere hard-hearted andwould not give hearing, saying evil words
about the Way before the people, he went away from them, and kept the
disciples separate, reasoning every day in the school of Tyrannus. 10 And
this went on for two years, so that all those who were living in Asia had
knowledge of the word of the Lord, Greeks as well as Jews. 11And God did
special works of power by the hands of Paul: 12 So that bits of linen and
clothing fromhis bodywere taken to people whowere ill, and their diseases
went away from them and the evil spirits went out. 13But some of the Jews
who went from place to place driving out evil spirits, took it on themselves
to make use of the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits,
saying, I give you orders, by Jesus, whom Paul is preaching. 14 And there
were seven sons of a man named Sceva, a Jew and a chief priest, who did
this. 15 And the evil spirit, answering, said to them, I have knowledge of
Jesus, and of Paul, but who are you? 16And the man in whom the evil spirit
was, jumping on them, was stronger than the two of them, and overcame
them, so that theywent running fromthathouse,woundedandwithout their
clothing. 17And this came to the ears of all those, Jews andGreeks, whowere
living at Ephesus; and fear came on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus
was made great. 18And a number of those who had faith came and made a
public statement of their sins and all their acts. 19 And a great number of
those who were experts in strange arts took their books and put them on
the fire in front of everyone: and when the books were valued they came
to fifty thousand bits of silver. 20 So the word of the Lord was increased very
greatly and was full of power. 21 Now after these things were ended, Paul
came to a decision that when he had gone through Macedonia and Achaia
he would go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been there, I have a desire to
see Rome. 22And having sent two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, into
Macedonia, he himself went on living in Asia for a time. 23 And about that
time a great outcry took place about theWay. 24For there was a certainman
named Demetrius, a silver-worker, whomade silver boxes for the images of
Diana, and gave no small profit to the workmen; 25Whom he got together,
with otherworkmen of the same trade, and said to them,Men, it is clear that
from this business we get our wealth. 26And you see, for it has come to your
ears, that not only at Ephesus, but almost all throughAsia, this Paul has been
teaching numbers of people and turning them away, saying that those are



Acts 19:27 1069 Acts 20:10

not gods who aremade bymen's hands: 27And there is danger, not only that
our trade may be damaged in the opinion of men, but that the holy place of
the great goddess Diana may be no longer honoured, and that she to whom
all Asia and theworld giveworship, will be put down fromher high position.
28 And hearing this, they were very angry, crying out and saying, Great is
Diana of Ephesus. 29And the townwas full of noise and trouble, and they all
came running into the theatre, having taken by force Gaius and Aristarchus,
menofMacedoniawhowere journeying in companywith Paul. 30Andwhen
Paul was about to go in to the people, the disciples did not let him. 31 And
some of the rulers of Asia, being his friends, sent to him, requesting him
seriously not to put himself in danger by going into the theatre. 32And some
said one thing, and someanother: for therewasnoorder in themeeting; and
most of them had no idea why they had come together. 33 Then they took
Alexander out from among the people, the Jews putting him forward. And
Alexander, making a sign with his hand, was about to make a statement to
the people in answer: 34 But when they saw that he was a Jew, all of them
with one voice went on crying out for about two hours, Great is Diana of
Ephesus. 35And when the chief secretary had got the people quiet, he said,
Men of Ephesus, is any man without knowledge that the town of Ephesus
is the keeper of the holy place of the great Diana, who was sent down from
Jupiter? 36 So then, because these things may not be doubted, it would be
better for you to be quiet, and do nothing unwise. 37 For you have taken
these men, who are not doing damage to the holy place or talking against
our goddess. 38 If, then, Demetrius and theworkmenwho arewith him have
a protest to make against any man, the law is open to them, and there are
judges; let them put up a cause at law against one another. 39 But if any
other business is in question, let it be taken up in the regularmeeting. 40For,
truly,weare indanger of beingmade responsible for this day's trouble, there
being no cause for it: and we are not able to give any reason for this coming
together. 41Andwhen he had said this, he sent themeeting away.

20
1Andafter the noise had come to an end, Paul, having sent for the disciples

and given them comfort, went away from them to Macedonia. 2And when
he had gone through those parts and given them much teaching, he came
into Greece. 3And when he had been there three months, because the Jews
had made a secret design against him when he was about to take ship for
Syria, he made a decision to go back through Macedonia. 4 And Sopater of
Beroea, the son of Pyrrhus, and Aristarchus and Secundus of Thessalonica,
andGaius of Derbe, and Timothy, and Tychicus and Trophimus of Asia, went
with him as far as Asia. 5 But these had gone before, and were waiting for
us at Troas. 6 And we went away from Philippi by ship after the days of
unleavened bread, and came to them at Troas in five days; and we were
there for seven days. 7And on the first day of the week, when we had come
together for the holy meal, Paul gave them a talk, for it was his purpose to
go away on the day after; and he went on talking till after the middle of the
night. 8And there were a number of lights in the room where we had come
together. 9 And a certain young man named Eutychus, who was seated in
the window, went into a deep sleep; and while Paul went on talking, being
overcome by sleep, he had a fall from the third floor, andwas taken up dead.
10AndPaulwent downand, falling on him, took him in his arms and said, Do
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not be troubled, for his life is in him. 11And when he had gone up, and had
taken the broken bread, he went on talking to them for a long time, even till
dawn, and then he went away. 12And they took the boy in, living, and were
greatly comforted. 13 But we, going before him by ship, went to Assos with
the purpose of taking Paul in there: for so he had given orders, because he
himself was coming by land. 14And when he came up with us at Assos, we
took him in the ship andwent on toMitylene. 15And going from there by sea,
we came on the day after opposite Chios, and touching at Samos on the day
after that,wecameon the thirdday toMiletus. 16ForPaul's purposewas togo
past Ephesus, so that he might not be kept in Asia; for he was going quickly,
in order, if possible, to be at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. 17And from
Miletus he sent to Ephesus for the rulers of the church. 18 And when they
had come, he said to them, You yourselves have seen what my life has been
like all the time from the day when I first came into Asia, 19Doing the Lord's
work without pride, through all the sorrow and troubles which came onme
because of the evil designs of the Jews: 20Andhow I kept back nothingwhich
might be of profit to you, teaching you publicly and privately, 21Preaching to
Jews and to Greeks the need for a turning of the heart to God, and faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. 22And now, as you see, I am going to Jerusalem, a prisoner
in spirit, havingnoknowledge ofwhatwill come tome there: 23Only that the
HolySpiritmakes clear tome inevery town thatprisonandpainsarewaiting
for me. 24But I put no value on my life, if only at the end of it I may see the
workcompletewhichwasgiven tomeby theLord Jesus, tobeawitnessof the
good news of the grace of God. 25And now I am conscious that you, among
whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom, will not seemy face again.
26Andso I say toyou this day that I amclean fromthebloodof allmen. 27For I
havenotkeptback fromyouanythingof thepurposeofGod. 28Giveattention
to yourselves, and to all the flock which the Holy Spirit has given into your
care, to give food to the church of God, for which he gave his blood. 29 I am
conscious that after I am gone, evil wolves will come in among you, doing
damage to the flock; 30And from among yourselves will comemenwhowill
givewrong teaching, turningaway thedisciples after them. 31Sokeepwatch,
having inmind that for three yearswithout resting I was teaching every one
of you, day and night, with weeping. 32 And now, I give you into the care
of God and the word of his grace, which is able to make you strong and to
give you your heritage among all the saints. 33 I have had no desire for any
man's silver or gold or clothing. 34You yourselves have seen that with these
hands I gotwhatwas necessary forme and thosewhowerewithme. 35 In all
things I was an example to you of how, in your lives, you are to give help to
the feeble, and keep inmemory the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself
said, There is a greater blessing in giving than in getting. 36And having said
thesewords, hewent down on his knees in prayerwith them all. 37And they
were all weeping, falling on Paul's neck and kissing him, 38Being sadmost of
all because he had said that they would not see his face again. And so they
went with him to the ship.

21
1And after parting from them, we put out to sea and came straight to Cos,

and the day after to Rhodes, and from there to Patara: 2 And as there was
a ship going to Phoenicia, we went in it. 3 And when we had come in view
of Cyprus, going past it on our left, we went on to Syria, and came to land
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at Tyre: for there the goods which were in the ship had to be taken out.
4 And meeting the disciples we were there for seven days: and they gave
Paul orders through the Spirit not to go up to Jerusalem. 5And when these
days came to an end, we went on our journey; and they all, with their wives
and children, came with us on our way till we were out of the town: and
after going on our knees in prayer by the sea, 6We said our last words to one
another, and got into the ship, and they went back to their houses. 7 And
journeying by ship from Tyre we came to Ptolemais; and there we had talk
with the brothers and were with them for one day. 8 And on the day after,
we went away and came to Caesarea, where we were guests in the house of
Philip, the preacher, whowas one of the seven. 9And he had four daughters,
virgins, who were prophets. 10 And while we were waiting there for some
days, a certain prophet, named Agabus, came down from Judaea. 11And he
came to us, and took the band of Paul's clothing, and putting it round his feet
and hands, said, The Holy Spirit says these words, So will the Jews do to the
manwho is the owner of this band, and they will give him up into the hands
of the Gentiles. 12 And hearing these things, we and those who were living
in that place made request to him not to go to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul said,
What are you doing, weeping and wounding my heart? for I am ready, not
only to be a prisoner, but to be put to death at Jerusalem for the name of the
Lord Jesus. 14And as hemight not bemoved we did nomore, saying, Let the
purpose of God be done. 15And after these dayswe got ready andwent up to
Jerusalem. 16And some of the disciples fromCaesareawentwith us, taking a
certainMnasonofCyprus, oneof the earlydisciples, inwhosehousewewere
to be living. 17Andwhenwe came to Jerusalem, the brotherswere pleased to
see us. 18And on the day after, Paul went with us to James, and all the rulers
of the church were present. 19 And when he had said how glad he was to
see them, he gave them a detailed account of the things which God had done
through his work among the Gentiles. 20And hearing it, they gave praise to
God; and they said to him, You see, brother, what thousands there are among
the Jews, who have the faith; and they all have a great respect for the law:
21And they have had news of you, how you have been teaching all the Jews
among the Gentiles to give up the law ofMoses, and not to give circumcision
to their children, and not to keep the old rules. 22What then is the position?
They will certainly get news that you have come. 23Do this, then, which we
say to you: We have four men who have taken an oath; 24 Go with these,
and make yourself clean with them, and make the necessary payments for
them, so that they may be free from their oath: and everyone will see that
the statementsmade about you are not true, but that you put yourself under
rule, and keep the law. 25But as to the Gentiles who have the faith, we sent a
letter, giving our decision that they were to keep themselves from offerings
made to false gods, and from blood, and from the flesh of animals put to
death in ways against the law, and from the evil desires of the body. 26Then
Paul took the men, and on the day after, making himself clean with them,
he went into the Temple, giving out the statement that the days necessary
for making them clean were complete, till the offering was made for every
one of them. 27And when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews from
Asia, seeing him in the Temple, got the people together and put their hands
on him, 28Crying out, Men of Israel, come to our help: this is the manwho is
teaching all men everywhere against the people and the law and this place:
and in addition, he has taken Greeks into the Temple, and made this holy
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placeunclean. 29For theyhadseenhimbefore in the townwithTrophimusof
Ephesus, andhad the idea that Paul had takenhimwith him into the Temple.
30And all the town was moved, and the people came running together and
put their hands on Paul, pulling him out of the Temple: and then the doors
were shut. 31Andwhile theywereattempting toputhim todeath, news came
to the chief captain of the band that all Jerusalemwas out of control. 32And
straight away he took some armed men and went quickly down to them:
and the Jews, seeing them, gave no more blows to Paul. 33 Then the chief
captain camenear and took him, and gave orders for him to be put in chains,
questioning them as to who he was andwhat he had done. 34And some said
one thing and some another, among the people: and as hewas not able to get
a knowledge of the facts because of the noise, he gave orders for Paul to be
taken into the army building. 35And when he came on to the steps, he was
lifted up by the armedmen, because of the force of the people; 36For a great
mass of people came after them, crying out, Away with him! 37 And when
Paul was about to be taken into the building, he said to the chief captain,
May I say something to you? And he said, Have you a knowledge of Greek?
38 Are you by chance the Egyptian who, before this, got the people worked
up against the government and took four thousandmen of the Assassins out
into the waste land? 39But Paul said, I am a Jew of Tarsus in Cilicia, which is
not an unimportant town: Imake a request to you to letme say aword to the
people. 40And when he let him do so, Paul, from the steps, made a sign with
his hand to the people, and when they were all quiet, he said to them in the
Hebrew language,

22
1My brothers and fathers, give ear to the story of my life which I now put

before you. 2And, hearing him talking in theHebrew language, they became
the more quiet, and he said, 3 I am a Jew of Tarsus in Cilicia by birth, but I
had my education in this town at the feet of Gamaliel, being trained in the
keeping of every detail of the law of our fathers; given up to the cause of
God with all my heart, as you are today. 4 And I made attacks on this Way,
even todeath, takingmenandwomenandputting them inprison. 5Ofwhich
the high priest will be a witness, and all the rulers, from whom I had letters
to the brothers; and I went into Damascus, to take those who were there
as prisoners to Jerusalem for punishment. 6 And it came about that while
I was onmy journey, coming near to Damascus, about themiddle of the day,
suddenly I saw a great light from heaven shining round me. 7 And when I
went down on the earth, a voice came to my ears saying to me, Saul, Saul,
why are you attackingme so cruelly? 8And I, answering, said, Who are you;
Lord? And he said to me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are attacking.
9And those who were with me saw the light, but the voice of him who was
talking to me came not to their ears. 10And I said, What have I to do, Lord?
And the Lord said to me, Get up, and go into Damascus; and it will be made
clear to youwhat you have to do. 11And because Iwas unable to see because
of the glory of that light, those who were with me took me by the hand, and
so I came toDamascus. 12And oneAnanias, a God-fearingman,who kept the
law, and of whom all the Jews in that place had a high opinion, 13 Came to
my side and said, Brother Saul, let your eyes be open. And in that very hour
I was able to see him. 14And he said, You have been marked out by the God
of our fathers to have knowledge of his purpose, and to see the Upright One
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and to give ear to thewords of hismouth. 15For youwill be awitness for him
to all men of what you have seen and of what has come to your ears. 16And
now, why are you waiting? get up, and have baptism, for the washing away
of your sins, giving worship to his name. 17 And it came about that when I
had come back to Jerusalem, while I was at prayer in the Temple, my senses
became more than naturally clear, 18And I saw him saying to me, Go out of
Jerusalem straight away because they will not give hearing to your witness
about me. 19And I said, Lord, they themselves have knowledge that I went
through the Synagogues putting in prison and whipping all those who had
faith in you: 20Andwhen Stephen yourwitnesswas put to death, Iwas there,
givingapproval, and lookingafter the clothingof thosewhoputhim todeath.
21And he said to me, Go, for I will send you far away to the Gentiles. 22And
they gave him a hearing as far as this word; then with loud voices they said,
Awaywith this man from the earth; it is not right for him to be living. 23And
while they were crying out, and pulling off their clothing, and sending dust
into the air, 24The chief captain gave orders for him to be taken into the army
building, saying that he would put him to the test by whipping, so that he
might have knowledge of the reason why they were crying out so violently
against him. 25Andwhen they had put leather bands roundhim, Paul said to
the captainwhowas present, Is it the law for you to give blows to amanwho
is a Roman and has not been judged? 26And hearing this, the man went to
the chief captain and gave him an account of it, saying, What are you about
to do? for this man is a Roman. 27 And the chief captain came to him and
said, Giveme an answer, are you a Roman? And he said, Yes. 28And the chief
captain said, I got Roman rights for myself at a great price. And Paul said,
But I had them by birth. 29Then those who were about to put him to the test
went away: and the chief captain was in fear, seeing that he was a Roman,
and that he had put chains on him. 30 But on the day after, desiring to have
certainknowledgeofwhat the Jewshad to sayagainsthim,hemadehimfree,
and gave orders for the chief priests and all the Sanhedrin to come together,
and he took Paul and put him before them.

23
1And Paul, looking fixedly at the Sanhedrin, said, My brothers, my life has

been upright before God till this day. 2 And the high priest, Ananias, gave
orders to those who were near him to give him a blow on the mouth. 3Then
Paul said to him, God will give blows to you, you whitewashed wall: are you
here to bemy judge by law, and by your orders am I given blows against the
law? 4And those who were near said, Do you say such words against God's
highpriest? 5AndPaul said, Brother, I hadno idea thathewas thehighpriest:
for it has been said, Youmaynot say evil about the ruler of your people. 6But
when Paul saw that half of them were Sadducees and the rest Pharisees, he
said in the Sanhedrin, Brothers, I am a Pharisee, and the son of Pharisees: I
am here to be judged on the question of the hope of the coming back from
the dead. 7 And when he had said this, there was an argument between
the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and a division in the meeting. 8 For the
Sadducees say that there is no coming back from the dead, and no angels
or spirits: but the Pharisees have belief in all these. 9And there was a great
outcry: and some of the scribes on the side of the Pharisees got up and took
part in the discussion, saying, We see no evil in this man: what if he has had
a revelation from an angel or a spirit? 10 And when the argument became
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very violent, the chief captain, fearing that Paul would be pulled in two by
them, gave orders to the armedmen to take him by force from among them,
and take him into the army building. 11And the night after, the Lord came to
his side and said, Be of good heart, for as you have been witnessing for me
in Jerusalem, so will you be my witness in Rome. 12 And when it was day,
the Jews came together and put themselves under an oath that they would
take no food or drink till they had put Paul to death. 13And more than forty
of them took this oath. 14And they came to the chief priests and the rulers
and said, We have taken a great oath to take no food till we have put Paul to
death 15 So now, will you and the Sanhedrin make a request to the military
authorities to have him sent down to you, as if you were desiring to go into
the business in greater detail; and we, before ever he gets to you, will be
waiting toputhim todeath. 16ButPaul's sister's sonhadwordof their design,
and he came into the army building and gave news of it to Paul. 17And Paul
sent foracaptainandsaid, Take thisyoungmantoyourchief, forhehasnews
for him. 18 So he took him to the chief captain and said, Paul, the prisoner,
made a request tome to take this youngman to you, for he has something to
say to you. 19And the chief took him by the hand and, going on one side, said
tohimprivately,What is it youhave to say tome? 20Andhe said, The Jewsare
in agreement together to make a request to you for Paul to be taken, on the
day after this, into the Sanhedrin, to be questioned in greater detail. 21But do
not giveway to them, formore than forty of themarewaiting forhim, having
taken an oath not to take food or drink till they have put him to death: and
now they are ready, waiting for your order. 22 So the chief captain let the
young man go, saying to him, Do not say to anyone that you have given me
word of these things. 23And he sent for two captains and said, Make ready
two hundred men, with seventy horsemen and two hundred spearmen, to
go to Caesarea, at the third hour of the night: 24And get beasts so that they
may put Paul on them, and take him safely to Felix, the ruler. 25Andhe sent a
letter in these words: 26Claudius Lysias, to themost noble ruler, Felix, peace
be with you. 27 This man was taken by the Jews, and was about to be put
to death by them, when I came on them with the army and took him out of
danger, having knowledge that hewas a Roman. 28And, desiring to get at the
reason for their attack on him, I took him down to their Sanhedrin: 29 Then
it became clear to me that it was a question of their law, and that nothing
was said against him which might be a reason for prison or death. 30 And
when newswas given tome that a secret designwas beingmade against the
man, I sent him straight away to you, giving orders to those who are against
him tomake their statements before you. 31So the armedmen, as they were
ordered, took Paul and came by night to Antipatris. 32 But on the day after,
they sent the horsemen on with him, and went back to their place: 33 And
they, when they came to Caesarea, gave the letter to the ruler, and took Paul
before him. 34And after reading it, he said, What part of the country do you
come from? And, hearing that he was from Cilicia, 35 I will give hearing to
your cause, he said,when thosewhoare against youhave come. Andhe gave
orders for him to be kept in Herod's Praetorium.

24
1 And after five days, the high priest, Ananias, came with certain of the

rulers, and an expert talker, one Tertullus; and they made a statement to
Felix against Paul. 2 And when he had been sent for, Tertullus, starting his
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statement, said, Because by you we are living in peace, and through your
wisdomwrongsareput right for thisnation, 3 Inall thingsand inall placeswe
are conscious of our great debt to you, most noble Felix. 4But, so that I may
notmakeyou tired, Imakea request to youof yourmercy, to givehearing to a
short statement. 5For thisman, in our opinion, is a cause of trouble, amaker
of attacks on the government among Jews throughall the empire, and a chief
mover in the society of the Nazarenes: 6Who, in addition, was attempting to
make the Temple unclean: whomwe took, 7 [] 8And fromwhom you will be
able, by questioning him yourself, to get knowledge of all the things which
we say against him. 9 And the Jews were in agreement with his statement,
saying that these thingswere so. 10Thenwhen the ruler had givenhima sign
tomake his answer, Paul said, Because I have knowledge that you have been
a judge over this nation for a number of years, I am glad tomakemy answer:
11Seeing that you are able tomake certain of the fact that it is not more than
twelve days from the time when I came up to Jerusalem for worship; 12And
they have not seenme in argument with anyman in the Temple, or working
up the feelings of the people, in the Synagogues or in the town: 13And they
are not able to give facts in support of the things which they say against me
now. 14But this I will say openly to you, that I do give worship to the God of
our fathers after that Way, which to them is not the true religion: but I have
belief in all the things which are in the law and in the books of the prophets:
15Hoping in God for that which they themselves are looking for, that there
will be a comingback fromthedead foruprightmenandwrongdoers. 16And
in this, I do my best at all times to have no reason for shame before God or
men. 17Now after a number of years I came to give help and offerings to my
nation: 18 And having been made clean, I was in the Temple, but not with
a great number of people, and not with noise: but there were certain Jews
from Asia, 19And it would have been better if they had come here to make a
statement, if they have anything againstme. 20Or let thesemenhere present
saywhatwrongdoingwas seen inmewhen Iwasbefore theSanhedrin, 21But
only this one thing which I said among them in a loud voice, I am this day
being judged on the question of the coming back from the dead. 22But Felix,
who had a more detailed knowledge of theWay, put them off, saying, When
Lysias, the chief captain, comes down, I will give attention to your business.
23And he gave orders to the captain to keep Paul under his control, and to let
himhave everythinghehadneedof; andnot to keephis friends fromcoming
to see him. 24But after somedays, Felix camewithDrusilla hiswife, whowas
of the Jews by birth, and sent for Paul, and gave hearing to him about faith
in Christ Jesus. 25 And while he was talking about righteousness and self-
control and the judging which was to come, Felix had great fear and said,
Go away for the present, and when the right time comes I will send for you.
26 For he was hoping that Paul would give him money: so he sent for him
more frequently and had talkwith him. 27But after two years Porcius Festus
took the place of Felix, who, desiring to have the approval of the Jews, kept
Paul in chains.

25
1 So Festus, having come into that part of the country which was under

his rule, after three days went up to Jerusalem from Caesarea. 2 And the
chief priests and the chief men of the Jews made statements against Paul,
3 Requesting Festus to give effect to their design against him, and send him
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to Jerusalem, when they would be waiting to put him to death on the way.
4But Festus, in answer, said that Paul was being kept in prison at Caesarea,
and that in a short time he himself was going there. 5 So, he said, let those
who have authority among you go with me, and if there is any wrong in the
man, let themmake a statement against him. 6And when he had been with
themnotmore than eight or ten days, hewent down to Caesarea; and on the
day after, he took his place on the judge's seat, and sent for Paul. 7Andwhen
he came, the Jewswhohadcomedown fromJerusalemcameroundhim, and
made all sorts of serious statements against him, which were not supported
by the facts. 8 Then Paul, in his answer to them, said, I have done no wrong
against the law of the Jews, or against the Temple, or against Caesar. 9 But
Festus, desiring to get the approval of the Jews, said to Paul,Will you go up to
Jerusalem, and be judged before me there in connection with these things?
10And Paul said, I am before the seat of Caesar's authority where it is right
for me to be judged: I have done no wrong to the Jews, as you are well able
to see. 11 If, then, I am a wrongdoer and there is a cause of death in me, I
am ready for death: if it is not as they say against me, no man may give me
up to them. Let my cause come before Caesar. 12 Then Festus, having had a
discussion with the Jews, made answer, You have said, Let my cause come
before Caesar; to Caesar you will go. 13Now when some days had gone by,
KingAgrippa andBernice came to Caesarea andwent to see Festus. 14And as
theywere there for somedays, Festus gave themPaul's story, saying, There is
a certainmanherewhowas put in prisonbyFelix: 15Againstwhom the chief
priests and the rulers of the Jewsmade a statementwhen Iwas at Jerusalem,
requesting me to give a decision against him. 16 To whom I gave answer
that it is not the Roman way to give a man up, till he has been face to face
with thosewho are attacking him, and has had a chance to give an answer to
the statements made against him. 17 So, when they had come together here,
straight away, on thedayafter, I tookmyplace on the judge's seat and sent for
theman. 18Butwhen theygotup they saidnothingabout suchcrimesas Ihad
in mind: 19 But had certain questions against him in connection with their
religion, and about one Jesus, now dead, who, Paul said, was living. 20And
as I had not enough knowledge for the discussion of these things, I made the
suggestion to him to go to Jerusalem and be judged there. 21But when Paul
made a request that he might be judged by Caesar, I gave orders for him to
be kept till I might send him to Caesar. 22And Agrippa said to Festus, I have
a desire to give the man a hearing myself. Tomorrow, he said, you may give
himahearing. 23Soon thedayafter,whenAgrippaandBernice ingreat glory
had come into the public place of hearing, with the chief of the army and the
chief men of the town, at the order of Festus, Paul was sent for. 24And Festus
said, King Agrippa, and all those who are present here with us, you see this
man, about whom all the Jews have made protests to me, at Jerusalem and
in this place, saying that it is not right for him to be living any longer. 25But,
inmy opinion, there is no cause of death in him, and as he himself hasmade
a request to be judged by Caesar, I have said that I would send him. 26 But
I have no certain account of him to send to Caesar. So I have sent for him
to come before you, and specially before you, King Agrippa, so that after the
business has been gone into, I may have something to put in writing. 27 For
it seems to me against reason to send a prisoner without making clear what
there is against him.
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26
1And Agrippa said to Paul, You may put your cause before us. Then Paul,

stretchingout his hand,madehis answer, saying: 2 Inmyopinion I amhappy,
King Agrippa, to be able to give my answer before you today to all these
things which the Jews say against me: 3Themore so, because you are expert
in all questions to do with the Jews and their ways: so I make my request to
you to give me a hearing to the end. 4 All the Jews have knowledge of my
way of life from my early years, as it was from the start among my nation,
and at Jerusalem; 5And they are able to say, if theywould givewitness, that I
was living as a Pharisee, in that division of our religionwhich ismost regular
in the keeping of the law. 6And now I am here to be judged because of the
hope given by God's word to our fathers; 7 For the effecting of which our
twelve tribes have been working and waiting night and day with all their
hearts. And in connection with this hope I am attacked by the Jews, O king!
8Why, in your opinion, is it outside belief for God to make the dead come to
life again? 9 For I, truly, was of the opinion that it was right for me to do a
number of things against the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10And this I did in
Jerusalem: and numbers of the saints I put in prison, having had authority
given to me from the chief priests, and when they were put to death, I gave
my decision against them. 11And I gave them punishment frequently, in all
the Synagogues, forcing them to say things against God; and burning with
passion against them, I went after them even into far-away towns. 12 Then,
when I was journeying to Damascus with the authority and orders of the
chief priests, 13 In themiddleof theday, on the road I sawa light fromheaven,
brighter than the sun, shining round me and those who were journeying
with me. 14 And when we had all gone down on the earth, a voice came to
me, saying in the Hebrew language, Saul, Saul, why are you attacking me so
cruelly? It is hard for you to go against the impulse which is driving you.
15And I said, Who are you, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus, whom you
are attacking. 16 But get up on your feet: for I have come to you for this
purpose, to make you a servant and a witness of the things in which you
have seen me, and of those in which you will see me; 17And I will keep you
safe from the people, and from the Gentiles, to whom I send you, 18Tomake
their eyes open, turning them from the dark to the light, and from the power
of Satan to God, so that they may have forgiveness of sins and a heritage
among those who are made holy by faith in me. 19 So, then, King Agrippa,
I did not go against the vision from heaven; 20But I went about, first to those
in Damascus and Jerusalem, and through all the country of Judaea, and then
to theGentiles, preachinga changeofheart, so that they, being turned toGod,
might give, in their works, the fruits of a changed heart. 21 For this reason,
the Jews took me in the Temple, and made an attempt to put me to death.
22Andso, byGod'shelp, I amhere today,witnessing to small andgreat, saying
nothing but what the prophets and Moses said would come about; 23 That
the Christ would go through pain, and being the first to come back from the
dead,would give light to thepeople and to theGentiles. 24Andwhenhemade
his answer in these words, Festus said in a loud voice, Paul, you are off your
head; your great learning hasmade you unbalanced. 25Then Paul said, I am
not off my head, most noble Festus, but my words are true and wise. 26 For
the king has knowledge of these things, to whom I am talking freely; being
certain that all this is common knowledge to him; for it has not been done
in secret. 27King Agrippa, have you faith in the prophets? I am certain that
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you have. 28And Agrippa said to Paul, A little more and you will be making
me a Christian. 29And Paul said, It is my prayer to God that, in little or great
measure, not only you, but all those hearingme todaymight be even as I am,
but for these chains. 30And theking and the ruler andBernice and thosewho
were seated with them got up; 31Andwhen they had gone away they said to
one another, Thismanhas done nothingwhichmight give cause for death or
prison. 32And Agrippa said to Festus, This manmight have been made free,
if he had not put his cause before Caesar.

27
1Andwhen the decision had beenmade that we were to go by sea to Italy,

they gave Paul and certain other prisoners into the care of a captain named
Julius, of the Augustan band. 2Andwewent to sea in a ship of Adramyttium
which was sailing to the sea towns of Asia, Aristarchus, a Macedonian of
Thessalonica, being with us. 3And on the day after, we came to Sidon; and
Julius was kind to Paul, and let him go to see his friends and take a rest.
4And sailing again from there, we went on under cover of Cyprus, because
the wind was against us. 5 And having gone across the sea off Cilicia and
Pamphylia we came toMyra, in Lycia. 6And there the captain came across a
ship of Alexandria, sailing for Italy, and put us in it. 7Andwhenwe had gone
on slowly for a long time, and had had hard work getting across to Cnidus,
for thewindwas against us, wewent under cover of Crete, in the direction of
Salmone; 8Andsailingdown the sideof it, aswell aswewereable,wecame to
a certain place named Fair Havens, nearwhichwas the town of Lasea. 9And
as a long time had gone by, and the journey was now full of danger, because
it was late in the year, Paul put the position before them, 10 Saying, Friends,
I see that this journey will be one of great damage and loss, not only to the
goods and the ship, but to ourselves. 11But the captain gave more attention
to the master and the owner of the ship than to what Paul said. 12 And as
the harbour was not a good one in which to be for the winter, the greater
number of them were for going out to sea, in order, if possible, to put in
for the winter at Phoenix, a harbour of Crete, looking to the north-east and
south-east. 13 And when the south wind came softly, being of the opinion
that their purpose might be effected, they let the ship go and went sailing
down the side of Crete, very near to the land. 14But after a little time, a very
violent wind, named Euraquilo, came down from it with great force. 15And
when the ship got into the grip of it, and was not able to make headway into
the wind, we gave way, and went before it. 16And, sailing near the side of a
small island named Cauda, we were able, though it was hard work, to make
the ship's boat safe: 17And having got it up, they put cords under and round
the ship; but fearing that theymight be pushed on to the Syrtis, they let down
the sails and sowent running before thewind. 18And, still fighting the storm
with all our strength, the day after theymade a start at getting the goods out
of the ship; 19And on the third day, they let all the sailing apparatus go over
the side. 20Andaswehadnot seen the sunor stars for a long time, andagreat
stormwas on us, all hope of salvation was gone. 21Andwhen they had been
without food for a long time, Paul got up among them and said, Friends, it
would have been better if you had given attention tome andnot gone sailing
out from Crete, to undergo this damage and loss. 22But now, I say to you, be
of good heart, for there will be no loss of life, but only of the ship. 23For this
night there came tomy side an angel of the Godwho ismyMaster andwhose
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servant I am, 24 Saying, Have no fear, Paul, for you will come before Caesar,
andGodhas given to youall thosewhoare sailingwith you. 25And so, Omen,
be of good heart, for I have faith in God that it will be as he said tome. 26But
we will be sent on to a certain island. 27But when the fourteenth day came,
while we were going here and there in the Adriatic sea, about the middle of
the night the sailors had an idea that theywere getting near land; 28And they
let down the lead, and saw that the seawas a hundred and twenty feet deep;
and after a little time they did it again and it was ninety feet. 29Then, fearing
that by chancewemight comeon to the rocks, they let down four hooks from
the back of the ship, and made prayers for the coming of day. 30 Then the
sailorsmade attempts secretly to get away from the ship, letting downa boat
as if theywere about to put downhooks from the front of the ship; 31But Paul
said to the captain and hismen, If you do not keep thesemen in the ship, you
will not be safe. 32 Then the armed men, cutting the cords of the boat, let
her go. 33And when dawn was near, Paul gave them all orders to take food,
saying, This is the fourteenth day you have beenwaiting and taking no food.
34 So I make request to you to take food; for this is for your salvation: not a
hair from the head of any of you will come to destruction. 35And when he
had said this and had taken bread, he gave praise to God before them all,
and took a meal of the broken bread. 36Then they all took heart and did the
same. 37 And we were, in the ship, two hundred and seventy-six persons.
38 And when they had had enough food, they made the weight of the ship
less, turning the grain out into the sea. 39And when it was day, they had no
knowledge of the land, but they saw an inlet of the sea with a floor of sand,
and they had the idea of driving the ship up on to it if possible. 40 So cutting
away the hooks, and letting them go into the sea, and freeing the cords of the
guiding-blades, and lifting up the sail to the wind, they went in the direction
of the inlet. 41 And coming to a point between two seas, they got the ship
to land; and the front part was fixed in the sand and not able to be moved,
but the back part was broken by the force of the waves. 42 Then the armed
men were for putting the prisoners to death, so that no one would get away
by swimming. 43But the captain, desiring to keep Paul safe, kept them from
their purpose, and gave orders that those who had knowledge of swimming
were to go off the ship and get first to land: 44And the rest, some on boards
and some on things from the ship. And so it came about that they all got safe
to land.

28
1 And when we were safe, we made the discovery that the island was

namedMelita. 2And the simple people living there were uncommonly kind
to us, for they made a fire for us, and took us in, because it was raining and
cold. 3But when Paul had got some sticks together and put them on the fire,
a snake came out, because of the heat, and gave him a bite on the hand.
4And when the people saw it hanging on his hand, they said to one another,
Without doubt this man has put someone to death, and though he has got
safely away from the sea, God will not let him go on living. 5 But shaking
off the beast into the fire, he got no damage. 6 But they had the idea that
they would see him becoming ill, or suddenly falling down dead; but after
waiting a long time, and seeing that no damage came to him, changing their
opinion, they said he was a god. 7Now near that place there was some land,
the property of the chief man of the island, who was named Publius; who
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very kindly took us into his house as his guests for three days. 8 And the
father of Publius was ill, with a disease of the stomach; to whom Paul went,
and put his hands on him, with prayer, and made himwell. 9And when this
tookplace, all the others in the islandwhohaddiseases cameandweremade
well. 10 Then they gave us great honour, and, when we went away, they put
into the ship whatever things we were in need of. 11And after three months
wewent to sea in a ship of Alexandria sailing under the sign of the Dioscuri,
which had been at the island for the winter. 12 And going into the harbour
at Syracuse, we were waiting there for three days. 13And from there, going
about in a curve, we came to Rhegium: and after one day a southwind came
up and on the day after we came to Puteoli: 14Where we came across some
of the brothers, who kept us with them for seven days; and so we came to
Rome. 15And the brothers, when they had news of us, came out from town
as far as Appii Forum and the Three Taverns to have ameeting with us: and
Paul, seeing them, gave praise to God and took heart. 16And when we came
into Rome, they let Paul have a house for himself and the armed man who
kept watch over him. 17 Then after three days he sent for the chief men of
the Jews: and when they had come together, he said to them, My brothers,
though I had done nothing against the people or the ways of our fathers, I
was given, a prisoner from Jerusalem, into the hands of the Romans. 18Who,
when they had put questions to me, were ready to let me go free, because
therewasno cause of death inme. 19Butwhen the Jewsmadeprotest against
it, I had to put my cause into Caesar's hands; not because I have anything to
sayagainstmynation. 20But for this reason I sent foryou, to seeandhave talk
with you: for because of the hope of Israel I am in these chains. 21And they
said tohim,Wehavenothad letters from Judaeaabout you, andnooneof the
brothers has come to us here to give an account or say any evil about you.
22 But we have a desire to give hearing to your opinion: for as to this form
of religion, we have knowledge that in all places it is attacked. 23And when
a day had been fixed, they came to his house in great numbers; and he gave
them teaching, givingwitness to the kingdomofGod, andhavingdiscussions
with them about Jesus, from the law of Moses and from the prophets, from
morning till evening. 24And somewere in agreement withwhat he said, but
some had doubts. 25 And they went away, for there was a division among
them after Paul had said this one thing: Well did the Holy Spirit say by the
prophet Isaiah to your fathers, 26Go to this people and say, Though you give
ear, you will not get knowledge; and seeing, you will see, but the sense will
not be clear to you: 27 For the heart of this people has become fat and their
ears are slow in hearing and their eyes are shut; for fear that theymight see
with their eyes and give hearing with their ears and become wise in their
hearts and be turned again to me, so that I might make them well. 28 Be
certain, then, that the salvation of God is sent to the Gentiles, and they will
give hearing. 29 [] 30 And for the space of two years, Paul was living in the
house of which he had the use, and had talk with all those who went in to
see him, 31Preaching the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus
Christ without fear, and no orders were given that he was not to do so.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Romans

1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, an Apostle by the selection of God, given
authority as a preacher of the good news, 2 Of which God had given word
before by his prophets in the holyWritings, 3About his Sonwho, in the flesh,
came from the family of David, 4But wasmarked out as Son of God in power
by the Holy Spirit through the coming to life again of the dead; Jesus Christ
ourLord, 5Throughwhomgracehasbeengiven tous, sendingusout tomake
disciples to the faith among all nations, for his name: 6Among whom you in
the same way have been marked out to be disciples of Jesus Christ: 7 To all
those who are in Rome, loved by God, marked out as saints: Grace to you
and peace fromGod our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 8First of all, I give
praise tomyGod through Jesus Christ for you all, because news of your faith
has gone into all the world. 9 For God is my witness, whose servant I am in
spirit in the good news of his Son, that you are at all times in my memory
and in my prayers, 10And that I am ever making prayers that God will give
me a good journey to you. 11 For I have a strong desire to see you, and to
give you some grace of the spirit, so that you may be made strong; 12That is
to say, that all of us may be comforted together by the faith which is in you
and in me. 13 You may be certain, my brothers, that it has frequently been
in my mind to come to you (but till now I was kept from it), so that I might
have some fruit from you in the same way as I have had it from the other
nations. 14 I have a debt to Greeks and to the nations outside; to the wise
and to those who have no learning. 15 For which reason I have the desire,
as far as I am able, to give the knowledge of the good news to youwho are in
Rome. 16For I haveno feeling of shameabout the goodnews, because it is the
power of God giving salvation to everyonewhohas faith, to the Jewfirst, and
then to the Greek. 17 For in it there is the revelation of the righteousness of
God from faith to faith: as it is said in the holy Writings, The man who does
righteousness will be living by his faith. 18 For there is a revelation of the
wrath of God from heaven against all the wrongdoing and evil thoughts of
menwho keep downwhat is true by wrongdoing; 19Because the knowledge
of God may be seen in them, God having made it clear to them. 20 For from
the first making of the world, those things of God which the eye is unable to
see, that is, his eternal power and existence, are fully made clear, he having
given the knowledge of them through the things which he has made, so that
men have no reason for wrongdoing: 21 Because, having the knowledge of
God, they did not give glory to God as God, and did not give praise, but their
mindswere full of foolish things, and their hearts, beingwithout sense,were
made dark. 22 Seeming to be wise, they were in fact foolish, 23And by them
the glory of the eternal God was changed and made into the image of man
who is not eternal, and of birds and beasts and things which go on the earth.
24For this reasonGodgave themupto theevil desiresof theirhearts,working
shame in their bodies with one another: 25 Because by them the true word
of God was changed into that which is false, and they gave worship and
honour to the thing which is made, and not to him who made it, to whom
be blessing for ever. So be it. 26 For this reason God gave them up to evil
passions, and their women were changing the natural use into one which
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is unnatural: 27 And in the same way the men gave up the natural use of
the woman and were burning in their desire for one another, men doing
shame with men, and getting in their bodies the right reward of their evil-
doing. 28Andbecause they had not themind to keepGod in their knowledge,
God gave them up to an evil mind, to do those things which are not right;
29Being full of all wrongdoing, evil, desire for the goods of others, hate, envy,
putting to death, fighting, deceit, cruel ways, evil talk, and false statements
about others; 30 Hated by God, full of pride, without respect, full of loud
talk, given to evil inventions, not honouring father or mother, 31 Without
knowledge, not true to theirundertakings, unkind, havingnomercy: 32Who,
though they have knowledge of the law of God, that the fate of those who do
these things is death, not only go on doing these things themselves, but give
approval to those who do them.

2
1 So you have no reason, whoever you are, for judging: for in judging

another you are judging yourself, for you do the same things. 2And we are
conscious that God is a true judge against thosewhodo such things. 3But you
whoare judging another for doingwhat youdo yourself, are youhoping that
God's decision will not take effect against you? 4Or is it nothing to you that
God had pity on you, waiting and putting up with you for so long, not seeing
that inhispityGod'sdesire is togiveyouachangeofheart? 5Butbyyourhard
and unchanged heart you are storing upwrath for yourself in the day of the
revelationofGod's judging in righteousness; 6Whowill give to everymanhis
right reward: 7To those who go onwith goodworks in the hope of glory and
honour and salvation fromdeath, hewill give eternal life: 8But to thosewho,
froma love of competition, are not guided bywhat is true, will come the heat
of hiswrath, 9Trouble and sorrowonallwhoseworks are evil, to the Jewfirst
and then to the Greek; 10But glory and honour and peace to all whoseworks
are good, to the Jewfirst and then to theGreek: 11Foroneman isnot different
from another before God. 12All thosewho have donewrongwithout the law
will get destructionwithout the law: and thosewho have donewrong under
the law will have their punishment by the law; 13 For it is not the hearers of
the lawwhowill be judged as having righteousness before God, but only the
doers: 14 For when the Gentiles without the law have a natural desire to do
the things in the law, they are a law to themselves; 15Because thework of the
law is seen in their hearts, their sense of right andwrong givingwitness to it,
while their minds are at one time judging them and at another giving them
approval; 16 In the day when God will be a judge of the secrets of men, as it
says in thegoodnewsofwhich I amapreacher, through JesusChrist. 17But as
for youwho have the name of Jew, and are resting on the law, and take pride
in God, 18And have knowledge of his desires, and are a judge of the things
which are different, having the learning of the law, 19 In the belief that you
are a guide to the blind, a light to those in the dark, 20A teacher of the foolish,
having in the law the form of knowledge and ofwhat is true; 21Youwho give
teaching toothers, doyougive it to yourself? youwhosay that amanmaynot
takewhat is not his, do you takewhat is not yours? 22Youwho say that aman
may not be untrue to his wife, are you true to yours? you who are a hater of
images, do you do wrong to the house of God? 23 You who take pride in the
law, are youdoingwrong to thehonour ofGodbybehaviourwhich is against
the law? 24For thenameofGod is shamedamong theGentilesbecauseofyou,
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as it is said in the holyWritings. 25 It is true that circumcision is of use if you
keep the law, but if you go against the law it is as if you had it not. 26 If those
who have not circumcision keep the rules of the law, will it not be credited
to them as circumcision? 27 And they, by their keeping of the law without
circumcision, will be judges of you, by whom the law is broken though you
have the letter of the law and circumcision. 28The true Jew is not onewho is
only so publicly, and circumcision is not that whichmay be seen in the flesh:
29But he is a Jew who is a secret one, whose circumcision is of the heart, in
the spirit and not in the letter; whose praise is not frommen, but from God.

3
1How then is the Jew better off? or what profit is there in circumcision?

2Much ineveryway: first of all because thewordsofGodweregiven to them.
3And if somehaveno faith,will thatmake the faithofGodwithout effect? 4 In
noway: but letGodbe true, thougheveryman is seen tobeuntrue; as it is said
in theWritings, That yourwordsmaybe seen tobe true, andyoumaybe seen
toberightwhenyouare judged. 5But if therighteousnessofGod is supported
byourwrongdoingwhat is to be said? is itwrong forGod to be angry (asmen
may say)? 6 In noway: because if it is so, how is God able to be the judge of all
theworld? 7But if, because I am untrue, God being seen to be true getsmore
glory, why am I to be judged as a sinner? 8Let us not do evil so that goodmay
come (a statementwhichwe are falsely said by some to havemade), because
such behaviour will have its right punishment. 9What then? are we worse
off than they? In no way: because we have before made it clear that Jews
as well as Greeks are all under the power of sin; 10 As it is said in the holy
Writings, There is not one who does righteousness; 11Not one who has the
knowledge ofwhat is right, not onewho is a searcher after God; 12They have
all gone out of theway, there is no profit in any of them; there is not onewho
does good, not so much as one: 13Their throat is like an open place of death;
with their tongues they have said what is not true: the poison of snakes is
under their lips: 14Whose mouth is full of curses and bitter words: 15 Their
feet are quick in running after blood; 16Destruction and trouble are in their
ways; 17And of theway of peace they have no knowledge: 18There is no fear
ofGodbefore their eyes. 19Now,wehaveknowledge thatwhat the lawsays is
for thosewhoareunder the law, so that everymouthmaybe stopped, and all
menmaybe judgedbyGod: 20Becauseby theworks of the lawnoman is able
to have righteousness in his eyes, for through the law comes the knowledge
of sin. 21But now without the law there is a revelation of the righteousness
of God, to which witness is given by the law and the prophets; 22That is, the
righteousnessofGod through faith in JesusChrist, toall thosewhohave faith;
and one man is not different from another, 23 For all have done wrong and
are far from thegloryofGod; 24And theymayhave righteousnessput to their
credit, freely, by his grace, through the salvation which is in Christ Jesus:
25Whom God has put forward as the sign of his mercy, through faith, by his
blood, to make clear his righteousness when, in his pity, God let the sins of
earlier times gowithout punishment; 26And tomake clear his righteousness
now, so that hemight himself be upright, and give righteousness to himwho
has faith in Jesus. 27What reason, then, is there for pride? It is shut out. By
what sort of law? ofworks? No, but by a law of faith. 28For this reason, then,
a man may get righteousness by faith without the works of the law. 29Or is
God the God of Jews only? is he not in the same way the God of Gentiles?
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Yes, of Gentiles: 30 If God is one; and he will give righteousness because of
faith to those who have circumcision, and through faith to those who have
not circumcision. 31Dowe, then, through faith make the law of no effect? in
no way: but wemake it clear that the law is important.

4
1What, then,maywe say that Abraham, our father after the flesh, has got?

2 For if Abraham got righteousness by works, he has reason for pride; but
not before God. 3 But what does it say in the holy Writings? And Abraham
had faith in God, and it was put to his account as righteousness. 4Now, the
reward is credited to himwho doesworks, not as of grace but as a debt. 5But
to him who without working has faith in him who gives righteousness to
the evil-doer, his faith is put to his account as righteousness. 6As David says
that there is a blessing on theman to whose account God puts righteousness
without works, saying, 7 Happy are those who have forgiveness for their
wrongdoing, and whose sins are covered. 8Happy is the man against whom
no sin is recorded by the Lord. 9 Is this blessing, then, for the circumcision
only, or in the same way for those who have not circumcision? for we say
that the faith of Abraham was put to his account as righteousness. 10How,
then, was it judged? when he had circumcision, or when he had it not? Not
when he had it, but when he did not have it: 11 And he was given the sign
of circumcision as a witness of the faith which he had before he underwent
circumcision: so that he might be the father of all those who have faith,
though they have not circumcision, and so that righteousness might be put
to their account; 12And the father of circumcision to those who not only are
of the circumcision, but who keep to the way of that faith which our father
Abrahamhadbefore he underwent circumcision. 13ForGod'sword, that the
earthwould be his heritage, was given to Abraham, not through the law, but
through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if they who are of the law are the
people who get the heritage, then faith is made of no use, and the word of
God has no power; 15For the outcome of the law is wrath; but where there is
no law it will not be broken. 16 For this reason it is of faith, so that it may be
through grace; and so that theword of Godmay be certain to all the seed; not
only to that which is of the law, but to that which is of the faith of Abraham,
who is the father of us all, 17 (As it is said in the holy Writings, I have made
you a father of a number of nations) before him in whom he had faith, that
is, God, who gives life to the dead, and to whom the things which are not are
as if they were. 18Who without reason for hope, in faith went on hoping,
so that he became the father of a number of nations, as it had been said, So
will your seed be. 19And not being feeble in faith though his body seemed to
him little better than dead (he being about a hundred years old) and Sarah
was no longer able to have children: 20 Still, he did not give up faith in the
undertaking of God, butwasmade strong by faith, giving glory toGod, 21And
being certain that God was able to keep his word. 22For which reason it was
put to his account as righteousness. 23Now, it was not because of him only
that this was said, 24 But for us in addition, to whose account it will be put,
if we have faith in him who made Jesus our Lord come back again from the
dead, 25Who was put to death for our evil-doing, and came to life again so
that wemight have righteousness.

5
1 For which reason, because we have righteousness through faith, let us
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be at peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ; 2Through whom, in the
sameway, we have been able by faith to come to this grace in whichwe now
are; and let us have joy in hope of the glory of God. 3And not only so, but let
us have joy in our troubles: in the knowledge that trouble gives us the power
ofwaiting; 4Andwaiting gives experience; andexperience, hope: 5Andhope
does not put to shame; because our hearts are full of the love of God through
theHolySpiritwhich is given tous. 6Forwhenwewere stillwithout strength,
at the right time Christ gave his life for evil-doers. 7Now it is hard for anyone
to give his life even for an upright man, though it might be that for a good
man someone would give his life. 8But God has made clear his love to us, in
that,whenwewere still sinners, Christ gavehis life forus. 9Muchmore, ifwe
now have righteousness by his blood, will salvation from the wrath of God
come to us through him. 10 For if, when we were haters of God, the death of
his Sonmade us at peace with him, muchmore, now that we are his friends,
will we have salvation through his life; 11And not only so, but we have joy in
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, throughwhomwe are now at peacewith
God. 12 For this reason, as through one man sin came into the world, and
death because of sin, and so death came to all men, because all have done
evil: 13 Because, till the law came, sin was in existence, but sin is not put to
the account of anyone when there is no law to be broken. 14 But still death
had power from Adam till Moses, even over those who had not done wrong
like Adam, who is a picture of him who was to come. 15 But the free giving
of God is not like the wrongdoing of man. For if, by the wrongdoing of one
mandeathcame tonumbersofmen,muchmoredid thegraceofGod, and the
free givingby the grace of oneman, JesusChrist, come tomen. 16And the free
giving has not the same effect as the sin of one: for the effect of oneman's sin
was punishment by thedecision ofGod, but the free givinghadpower to give
righteousness to wrongdoers in great number. 17 For, if by the wrongdoing
of one, death was ruling through the one, much more will those to whom
has come the wealth of grace and the giving of righteousness, be ruling in
life through the one, even Jesus Christ. 18 So then, as the effect of one act
of wrongdoing was that punishment came on all men, even so the effect of
one act of righteousness was righteousness of life for all men. 19Because, as
numbers of men became sinners through the wrongdoing of oneman, even
so will great numbers get righteousness through the keeping of the word
of God by one man. 20 And the law came in addition, to make wrongdoing
worse; but where there was much sin, there was much more grace: 21That,
as sin hadpower in death, so gracemight have power through righteousness
to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

6
1Whatmaywe say, then? are we to go on in sin so that theremay bemore

grace? 2 In no way. How may we, who are dead to sin, be living in it any
longer? 3Orare youwithout the knowledge that allwewhohadbaptism into
Christ Jesus, had baptism into his death? 4We have been placed with him
among the dead through baptism into death: so that as Christ came again
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we, in the sameway,might be living
in new life. 5 For, if we have been made like him in his death, we will, in the
same way, be like him in his coming to life again; 6Being conscious that our
oldmanwas put to death on the crosswith him, so that the body of sinmight
be put away, and we might no longer be servants to sin. 7 Because he who
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is dead is free from sin. 8 But if we are dead with Christ, we have faith that
wewill be livingwith him; 9Having knowledge that because Christ has come
back from the dead, he will never again go down to the dead; death has no
more power over him. 10For his death was a death to sin, but his life now is
a life which he is living to God. 11 Even so see yourselves as dead to sin, but
living to God in Christ Jesus. 12For this cause do not let sin be ruling in your
body which is under the power of death, so that you give way to its desires;
13And do not give your bodies to sin as the instruments of wrongdoing, but
give yourselves to God, as those who are living from the dead, and your
bodies as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin may not have rule
over you: because you are not under law, but under grace. 15What then?
are we to go on in sin because we are not under law but under grace? Let it
not be so. 16Are you not conscious that you are the servants of him to whom
you give yourselves to do his desire? if to sin, the end being death, or if to do
the desire of God, the end being righteousness. 17 But praise be to God that
though you were the servants of sin, you have now given yourselves freely
to that form of teaching under which you were placed; 18 And being made
free from sin you have been made the servants of righteousness. 19 I am
usingwords in thewayofmen, because yourflesh is feeble: as you gave your
bodies as servants towhat is unclean, and to evil to do evil, so now give them
as servants to righteousness to do what is holy. 20When you were servants
of sin youwere free from righteousness. 21What fruit had you at that time in
the thingswhich are nowa shame to you? for the end of such things is death.
22But now, being free from sin, and having been made servants to God, you
have your fruit in that which is holy, and the end is eternal life. 23 For the
reward of sin is death; butwhat God freely gives is eternal life in Jesus Christ
our Lord.

7
1 Is it not clear, my brothers (I am using an argument to those who have

knowledge of the law), that the law has power over a man as long as he is
living? 2 For the woman who has a husband is placed by the law under the
power of her husband as long as he is living; but if her husband is dead, she
is free from the law of the husband. 3 So if, while the husband is living, she
is joined to another man, she will get the name of one who is untrue to her
husband: but if the husband is dead, she is free from the law, so that she is
not untrue, even if she takes another man. 4 In the same way, my brothers,
youweremade dead to the law through the body of Christ, so that youmight
be joined to another, even to himwho came again from the dead, so that we
might give fruit to God. 5 For when we were in the flesh, the evil passions
which came into being through the law were working in our bodies to give
the fruit of death. 6 But now we are free from the law, having been made
dead to that which had power over us; so that we are servants in the new
way of the spirit, not in the old way of the letter. 7What then is to be said?
is the law sin? in no way. But I would not have had knowledge of sin but for
the law: for Iwould not have been conscious of desire if the lawhadnot said,
You may not have a desire for what is another's. 8But sin, taking its chance
through that which was ordered by the law, was working in me every form
of desire: becausewithout the law sin is dead. 9And therewas a timewhen I
was livingwithout the law: butwhen the law gave its orders, sin came to life
andputme to death; 10And Imade the discovery that the lawwhose purpose
was to give life had become a cause of death: 11 For I was tricked and put to
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deathby sin,which took its chance through the law. 12But the law isholy, and
its orders are holy, upright, and good. 13Was then that which is good, death
to me? In no way. But the purpose was that sin might be seen to be sin by
working death to me through that which is good; so that through the orders
of the law sin might seem much more evil. 14 For we are conscious that the
law is of the spirit; but I am of the flesh, given into the power of sin. 15And I
have no clear knowledge of what I am doing, for that which I have amind to
do, I do not, but what I have hate for, that I do. 16But, if I do that which I have
no mind to do, I am in agreement with the law that the law is good. 17 So it
is no longer I who do it, but the sin living in me. 18 For I am conscious that
in me, that is, in my flesh, there is nothing good: I have the mind but not the
power to dowhat is right. 19For the goodwhich I have amind to do, I do not:
but the evil which I have no mind to do, that I do. 20 But if I do what I have
no mind to do, it is no longer I who do it, but the sin living in me. 21 So I see
a law that, though I have a mind to do good, evil is present in me. 22 In my
heart I take pleasure in the law of God, 23But I see another law in my body,
working against the lawofmymind, andmakingme the servant of the lawof
sin which is in my flesh. 24How unhappy am I! who will make me free from
the body of this death? 25 I give praise to God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
So with my mind I am a servant to the law of God, but with my flesh to the
law of sin.

8
1For this cause those who are in Christ Jesus will not be judged as sinners.

2For the lawof the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hasmademe free from the law
of sin and death. 3For what the lawwas not able to do because it was feeble
through the flesh, God, sending his Son in the image of the evil flesh, and as
an offering for sin, gave his decision against sin in the flesh: 4 So that what
was ordered by the law might be done in us, who are living, not in the way
of the flesh, but in theway of the Spirit. 5For those who are living in theway
of the flesh give theirminds to the things of the flesh, but thosewho go in the
wayof the Spirit, to the things of the Spirit. 6For themindof theflesh is death,
but the mind of the Spirit is life and peace: 7Because the mind of the flesh is
opposite to God; it is not under the law of God, and is not able to be: 8So that
those who are in the flesh are not able to give pleasure to God. 9You are not
in the flesh but in the Spirit, if the Spirit of God is in you. But if any man has
not the Spirit of Christ he is not one of his. 10And if Christ is in you, the body
is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11But if
the Spirit of himwhomade Jesus come again from the dead is in you, hewho
made Christ Jesus come again from the dead will in the same way, through
his Spirit which is in you, give life to your bodies which now are under the
power of death. 12So then, my brothers, we are in debt, not to the flesh to be
living in the way of the flesh: 13 For if you go in the way of the flesh, death
will come on you; but if by the Spirit you put to death the works of the body,
you will have life. 14 And all those who are guided by the Spirit of God are
sons of God. 15 For you did not get the spirit of servants again to put you in
fear, but the spirit of sons was given to you, by which we say, Abba, Father.
16 The Spirit is witness with our spirit that we are children of God: 17And if
we are children, we have a right to a part in the heritage; a part in the things
of God, together with Christ; so that if we have a part in his pain, we will in
the same way have a part in his glory. 18 I am of the opinion that there is no
comparison between the pain of this present time and the glory which we
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will see in the future. 19For the strong desire of every living thing is waiting
for the revelation of the sons of God. 20For every living thing was put under
the power of change, not by its desire, but by him who made it so, in hope
21 That all living things will be made free from the power of death and will
have a part with the free children of God in glory. 22 For we are conscious
that all living things are weeping and sorrowing in pain together till now.
23Andnot only so, butwewhohave thefirst fruits of the Spirit, evenwehave
sorrow in our minds, waiting for the time when we will take our place as
sons, that is, the salvation of our bodies. 24 For our salvation is by hope: but
hope which is seen is not hope: for who is hoping for what he sees? 25But if
wehave hope for thatwhichwe see not, thenwewill be able to go onwaiting
for it. 26 And in the same way the Spirit is a help to our feeble hearts: for
we are not able to make prayer to God in the right way; but the Spirit puts
our desires into words which are not in our power to say; 27And he who is
the searcher of hearts has knowledge of themind of the Spirit, because he is
making prayers for the saints in agreement with themind of God. 28Andwe
are conscious that all things areworking together for good to thosewhohave
love for God, and have been marked out by his purpose. 29Because those of
whom he had knowledge before they came into existence, weremarked out
by him to be made like his Son, so that he might be the first among a band
of brothers: 30 And those who were marked out by him were named; and
those who were named were given righteousness; and to those to whom he
gave righteousness, in the samewayhegaveglory. 31Whatmaywesayabout
these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32Hewho did not keep back
his only Son, but gave him up for us all, will he not with him freely give us
all things? 33Who will say anything against the saints of God? It is God who
makes us clear from evil; 34Who will give a decision against us? It is Christ
Jesus who not only was put to death, but came again from the dead, who is
now at the right hand of God, taking our part. 35Who will come between
us and the love of Christ? Will trouble, or pain, or cruel acts, or the need
of food or of clothing, or danger, or the sword? 36 As it is said in the holy
Writings, Because of you we are put to death every day; we are like sheep
ready for destruction. 37 But we are able to overcome all these things and
more through his love. 38For I am certain that not death, or life, or angels, or
rulers, or things present, or things to come, or powers, 39Or things on high,
or things under the earth, or anything which is made, will be able to come
between us and the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

9
1 I say what is true in Christ, and not what is false, mymind giving witness

with me in the Holy Spirit, 2 That I am full of sorrow and pain without end.
3 For I have a desire to take on myself the curse for my brothers, my family
in the flesh: 4Who are Israelites: who have the place of sons, and the glory,
and the agreements with God, and the giving of the law, and the worship,
and the hope offered by God: 5Whose are the fathers, and of whom came
Christ in the flesh, who is over all, God, to whom be blessing for ever. So be
it. 6 But it is not as if the word of God was without effect. For they are not
all Israel, who are of Israel: 7And they are not all children because they are
the seed of Abraham; but, In Isaac will your seed be named. 8 That is, it is
not the children of the flesh, but the children of God's undertaking, who are
named as the seed. 9 For this is the word of God's undertaking, At this time
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will I come, and Sarah will have a son. 10And not only so, but Rebecca being
about to have a child by our father Isaac — 11 Before the children had come
into existence, orhaddoneanythinggoodorbad, inorder thatGod's purpose
and his selectionmight be effected, not byworks, but by himwhose purpose
it is, 12 It was said to her, The older will be the servant of the younger. 13Even
as it is said, I had love for Jacob, but for Esau I had hate. 14Whatmaywe say
then? is God not upright? let it not be said. 15For he says toMoses, I will have
mercy on whom I will have mercy, and pity on whom I will have pity. 16 So
then, it is not by the desire or by the attempt ofman, but by themercy of God.
17 For the holy Writings say to Pharaoh, For this same purpose did I put you
on high, so that I might make my power seen in you, and that there might
be knowledge of my name through all the earth. 18 So then, at his pleasure
he has mercy on a man, and at his pleasure he makes the heart hard. 19But
you will say to me, Why does he still make us responsible? who is able to
go against his purpose? 20But, O man, who are you, to make answer against
God? May the thingwhich ismadesay tohimwhomade it,Whydidyoumake
me so? 21Or has not the potter the right to make out of one part of his earth
a vessel for honour, and out of another a vessel for shame? 22What if God,
desiring to let his wrath and his power be seen, for a long time put up with
the vessels of wrath which were ready for destruction: 23And to make clear
the wealth of his glory to vessels of mercy, which he had before made ready
for glory, 24 Even us, who were marked out by him, not only from the Jews,
but from the Gentiles? 25As he says in Hosea, Theywill be namedmy people
whowere not my people, and shewill be lovedwhowas not loved. 26And in
the placewhere itwas said to them, You are notmypeople, there theywill be
named the sons of the living God. 27And Isaiah says about Israel, Even if the
number of the children of Israel is as the sand of the sea, only a small part
will get salvation: 28 For the Lord will give effect to his word on the earth,
putting an end to it and cutting it short. 29And, as Isaiah had said before, If
the Lord of armies had not given us a seed, we would have been like Sodom
and Gomorrah. 30What then may we say? That the nations who did not go
after righteousness have got righteousness, even the righteousness which is
of faith: 31But Israel, goingafter a lawof righteousness, didnot get it. 32Why?
Because they were not searching for it by faith, but by works. They came up
against the stone which was in the way; 33As it is said, See, I am putting in
Zion a stone causing a fall, and a rock in theway: but hewhohas faith in him
will not be put to shame.

10
1 Brothers, my heart's desire and my prayer to God for them is, that they

may get salvation. 2For I give witness of them that they have a strong desire
for God, but not with knowledge. 3Because, not having knowledge of God's
righteousness, and desiring to give effect to their righteousness, they have
not put themselves under the righteousness of God. 4For Christ is the end of
the law for righteousness to everyonewhohas faith. 5ForMoses says that the
manwhodoes the righteousnesswhich is of the lawwill get lifeby it. 6But the
righteousness which is of faith says these words, Say not in your heart, Who
will go up to heaven? (that is, to make Christ come down:) 7Or, Who will go
down into the deep? (that is, tomake Christ come again from the dead:) 8But
whatdoes it say? Theword isnear you, in yourmouthand inyourheart: that
is, theword of faith ofwhichwe are the preachers: 9Because, if you saywith
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yourmouth that Jesus isLord, andhave faith inyourheart thatGodhasmade
him come back from the dead, you will have salvation: 10For with the heart
man has faith to get righteousness, and with the mouth he says that Jesus
is Lord to get salvation. 11 Because it is said in the holy Writings, Whoever
has faith in him will not be shamed. 12And the Jew is not different from the
Greek: for there is the same Lord of all, who is good to all who have hope in
his name: 13Because,Whoeverwill giveworship to thenameof theLordwill
get salvation. 14But howwill they giveworship to him inwhom theyhaveno
faith? and howwill they have faith in himofwhom they have not had news?
and how will they have news without a preacher? 15And how will there be
preachers if theyarenot sent? As it is said,Howbeautiful are the feet of those
who give the glad news of good things. 16 But they have not all given ear to
the good news. For Isaiah says, Lord, who has had faith in our word? 17 So
faith comesbyhearing, andhearingby thewordofChrist. 18But I say, Didnot
theword come to their ears? Yes, certainly: Their sound has gone out into all
the earth, and their words to the ends of the world. 19 But I say, Had Israel
no knowledge? First Moses says, You will be moved to envy by that which
is not a nation, and by a foolish people I will make you angry. 20And Isaiah
says without fear, Those who were not searching for me made discovery of
me; and Iwas seen by thosewhose hearts were turned away fromme. 21But
about Israel he says; All thedaymyhandshavebeen stretchedout toapeople
whose hearts were turned away, and who put themselves against myword.

11
1So I say, HasGodput his people on one side? Let there beno such thought.

For I am of Israel, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has
not put away the people of his selection. Or have you no knowledge of what
is said about Elijah in the holy Writings? how he says words to God against
Israel, 3 Lord, they have put your prophets to death, and made waste your
altars, and now I am the last, and they are searching forme to take awaymy
life. 4 But what answer does God make to him? I have still seven thousand
menwhose knees have not been bent to Baal. 5 In the sameway, there are at
this present time some who are marked out by the selection of grace. 6 But
if it is of grace, then it is no longer of works: or grace would not be grace.
7What then? That which Israel was searching for he did not get, but those
of the selection got it and the rest were made hard. 8 As it was said in the
holyWritings, God gave them a spirit of sleep, eyeswhichmight not see, and
ears which have no hearing, to this day. 9 And David says, Let their table
be made a net for taking them, and a stone in their way, and a punishment:
10 Let their eyes be made dark so that they may not see, and let their back
be bent down at all times. 11 So I say, Were their steps made hard in order
that they might have a fall? In no way: but by their fall salvation has come
to the Gentiles, so that they might be moved to envy. 12Now, if their fall is
the wealth of the world, and their loss the wealth of the Gentiles, howmuch
greaterwill be theglorywhen theyaremade full? 13But I say toyou,Gentiles,
in so far as I am the Apostle of the Gentiles, I makemuch ofmy position: 14 If
in any way those who are of my fleshmay bemoved to envy, so that some of
themmay get salvation byme. 15For, if by their putting away, the rest ofmen
have beenmade friendswith God, whatwill their coming back again be, but
life from the dead? 16And if the first-fruit is holy, so is the mass: and if the
root is holy, so are the branches. 17But if some of the branches were broken
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off, and you, an olive-tree of the fields, were put in among them, and were
given a part with them in the root by which the olive-tree is made fertile,
18Do not be uplifted in pride over the branches: because it is not you who
are the support of the root, but it is by the root that you are supported. 19You
will say, Brancheswere broken off so that Imight be put in. 20Truly, because
they had no faith they were broken off, and you have your place by reason
of your faith. Do not be lifted up in pride, but have fear; 21For, if God did not
have mercy on the natural branches, he will not have mercy on you. 22 See
then that God is good but his rules are fixed: to those whowere put away he
was hard, but to you he has been good, on the condition that you keep in his
mercy; if not, youwill be cut off as theywere. 23And they, if they do not go on
without faith,will beunited to the tree again, becauseGod is able to put them
inagain. 24For if youwere cut out of afieldolive-tree, andagainst thenatural
use were united to a good olive-tree, howmuchmore will these, the natural
branches, be united again with the olive-tree which was theirs? 25 For it is
my desire, brothers, that this secret may be clear to you, so that youmay not
have pride in your knowledge, that Israel has beenmade hard in part, till all
the Gentiles have come in; 26And so all Israel will get salvation: as it is said
in the holyWritings, Therewill come out of Zion theOnewhomakes free; by
himwrongdoingwill be taken away from Jacob: 27And this ismy agreement
with them, when I will take away their sins. 28 As far as the good news is
in question, they are cut off from God on account of you, but as far as the
selection is in question, they are loved on account of the fathers. 29Because
God's selection and his mercies may not be changed. 30 For as you, in time
past, were not under the rule of God, but now have got mercy through their
turning away, 31 So in the same way these have gone against the orders of
God, so that by the mercy given to you they may now get mercy. 32 For God
has let them all go against his orders, so that he might have mercy on them
all. 33Ohowdeep is thewealth of thewisdomand knowledge of God! no one
is able tomake discovery of his decisions, and his waysmay not be searched
out. 34Who has knowledge of the mind of the Lord? or who has taken part
in his purposes? 35Orwho has first given to him, and it will be given back to
him again? 36For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things. To him
be the glory for ever. So be it.

12
1For this reason Imakerequest toyou, brothers, by themerciesofGod, that

you will give your bodies as a living offering, holy, pleasing to God, which
is the worship it is right for you to give him. 2 And let not your behaviour
be like that of this world, but be changed and made new in mind, so that by
experience youmay have knowledge of the good and pleasing and complete
purpose of God. 3 But I say to every one of you, through the grace given to
me, not to have an over-high opinion of himself, but to have wise thoughts,
as God has given to every one ameasure of faith. 4For, as we have a number
of parts in one body, but all the parts have not the same use, 5 So we, though
we are a number of persons, are one body in Christ, and are dependent on
one another; 6And having different qualities by reason of the grace given to
us, such as the quality of a prophet, let it be made use of in relation to the
measure of our faith; 7Or the position of a Deacon of the church, let a man
give himself to it; or he who has the power of teaching, let him make use of
it; 8Hewho has the power of comforting, let him do so; hewho gives, let him
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give freely; hewhohas the power of ruling, let himdo itwith a seriousmind;
hewhohasmercy on others, let it bewith joy. 9Let love bewithout deceit. Be
hatersofwhat is evil; keepyourmindsfixedonwhat is good. 10Bekind toone
another with a brother's love, putting others before yourselves in honour;
11 Be not slow in your work, but be quick in spirit, as the Lord's servants;
12Being glad in hope, quiet in trouble, at all times given to prayer, 13Giving
to the needs of the saints, ready to take people into your houses. 14 Give
blessing and not curses to those who are cruel to you. 15Take part in the joy
of those who are glad, and in the grief of those who are sorrowing. 16 Be in
harmonywith one another. Do not have a high opinion of yourselves, but be
in agreementwith commonpeople. Donot give yourselves an air ofwisdom.
17Do not give evil for evil to any man. Let all your business be well ordered
in the eyes of all men. 18As far as it is possible for you be at peace with all
men. 19Do not give punishment for wrongs done to you, dear brothers, but
give way to the wrath of God; for it is said in the holy Writings, Punishment
ismine, Iwill give reward, says the Lord. 20But if onewhohas hate for you is
in need of food or of drink, give it to him, for in so doing youwill put coals of
fire on his head. 21Do not let evil overcome you, but overcome evil by good.

13
1 Let everyone put himself under the authority of the higher powers,

because there is no power which is not of God, and all powers are ordered
by God. 2Forwhich reason everyonewho puts himself against the authority
puts himself against the order of God: and those who are against it will get
punishment for themselves. 3 For rulers are not a cause of fear to the good
work but to the evil. If you would have no fear of the authority, do good
and you will have praise; 4 For he is the servant of God to you for good. But
if you do evil, have fear; for the sword is not in his hand for nothing: he
is God's servant, making God's punishment come on the evil-doer. 5 So put
yourselves under the authority, not for fear of wrath, but because you have
the knowledge of what is right. 6 For the same reason, make payment of
taxes; because the authority is God's servant, to take care of such things at all
times. 7Give to all what is their right: taxes to himwhose they are, payment
to him whose right it is, fear to whom fear, honour to whom honour is to be
given. 8Be in debt for nothing, but to have love for one another: for he who
has love for his neighbour has kept all the law. 9And this, Do not be untrue
in married life, Do not put to death, Do not take what is another's, Do not
have desire forwhat is another's, and if there is any other order, it is covered
by this word, Have love for your neighbour as for yourself. 10 Love does no
wrong to his neighbour, so love makes the law complete. 11 See then that
the time has come for you to be awake from sleep: for now is your salvation
nearer than when you first had faith. 12 The night is far gone, and the day
is near: so let us put off the works of the dark, arming ourselves with light,
13With right behaviour as in the day; not in pleasure-making and drinking,
not in bad company and unclean behaviour, not in fighting and envy. 14But
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not give thought to the flesh to do its
desires.

14
1 Do not put on one side him who is feeble in faith, and do not put him

in doubt by your reasonings. 2One man has faith to take all things as food:
another who is feeble in faith takes only green food. 3Let not himwho takes
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food have a low opinion of him who does not: and let not him who does not
take food be a judge of him who does; for he has God's approval. 4Who are
you tomakeyourself a judgeof anotherman's servant? it is tohismaster that
he is responsible for good or bad. Yes, his placewill be safe, because the Lord
is able to keep him from falling. 5This man puts one day before another: to
that man they are the same. Let every man be certain in his mind. 6Hewho
keeps the day, keeps it to the Lord; and he who takes food, takes it as to the
Lord, for he gives praise to God; and he who does not take food, to the Lord
he takes it not, and gives praise toGod. 7For everyman's life and everyman's
death has a relation to others as well as to himself. 8As long as we have life
we are living to the Lord; or if we give up our life it is to the Lord; so if we are
living, or if our life comes to an end, we are the Lord's. 9And for this purpose
Christ went into death and came back again, that hemight be the Lord of the
dead and of the living. 10But you, why do you make yourself your brother's
judge? or again, why have you no respect for your brother? because wewill
all have to take our place before God as our judge. 11For it is said in the holy
Writings, By my life, says the Lord, to me every knee will be bent, and every
tongue will give worship to God. 12 So every one of us will have to give an
account of himself to God. 13 Then let us not be judges of one another any
longer: but keep this in mind, that no man is to make it hard for his brother,
orgivehimcause fordoubting. 14 I amconsciousof this, andamcertain in the
Lord Jesus, that nothing is unclean in itself; but for theman inwhose opinion
it is unclean, for him it is unclean. 15And if because of food your brother is
troubled, then you are no longer going on in the way of love. Do not let your
food be destruction to him for whom Christ went into death. 16Let it not be
possible for men to say evil about your good: 17 For the kingdom of God is
not food and drink, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
18Andhewho in these things isChrist's servant, is pleasing toGodandhas the
approval ofmen. 19So then, let us go after the thingswhichmake peace, and
the things by which we may be a help to one another. 20Do not let the work
of God come to nothing on account of food. All things are certainly clean;
but it is evil for that man who by taking food makes it hard for another. 21 It
is better not to take meat or wine or to do anything which might be a cause
of trouble to your brother. 22 The faith which you have, have it to yourself
before God. Happy is the man who is not judged by that to which he gives
approval. 23 But he who is in doubt is judged if he takes food, because he
does it not in faith; and whatever is not of faith is sin.

15
1 We who are strong have to be a support to the feeble, and not give

pleasure to ourselves. 2 Let every one of us give pleasure to his neighbour
for his good, tomakehimstrong. 3For Christ didnot give pleasure to himself,
but, as it is said, The bitter words of thosewhowere angrywith you came on
me. 4Nowthose thingswhichwereputdown inwritingbeforeour timewere
for our learning, so that through quiet waiting and through the comfort of
theholyWritingswemighthavehope. 5Nowmay theGodwhogives comfort
and strength in waiting make you of the same mind with one another in
harmony with Christ Jesus: 6 So that with one mouth you may give glory to
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 So then, take one another to
your hearts, as Christ took us, to the glory of God. 8Now I say that Christ has
been made a servant of the circumcision to give effect to the undertakings
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given byGod to the fathers, 9And so that the Gentilesmight give glory to God
for his mercy; as it is said, For this reason I will give praise to you among the
Gentiles, and Iwillmakea song toyourname. 10Andagainhe says, Takepart,
you Gentiles, in the joy of his people. 11And again, Give praise to the Lord,
all youGentiles; and let all the nations give praise to him. 12And again Isaiah
says, Therewill be the root of Jesse, andhewhocomes tobe the ruler over the
Gentiles; in himwill the Gentiles put their hope. 13Nowmay the God of hope
make you full of joy and peace through faith, so that all hopemaybe yours in
the power of theHoly Spirit. 14And Imyself am certain of you, brothers, that
you are full ofwhat is good, complete in all knowledge, able to give direction
to one another. 15But I have, in some measure, less fear in writing to you to
put these things before you again, because of the grace which was given to
me by God, 16 To be a servant of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, doing the work
of a priest in the good news of God, so that the offering of the Gentiles might
be pleasing to God, being made holy by the Holy Spirit. 17 So I have pride
in Christ Jesus in the things which are God's. 18And I will keep myself from
talking of anything but those things which Christ has done by me to put the
Gentiles under his rule in word and in act, 19 By signs and wonders, in the
power of the Holy Spirit; so that from Jerusalem and round about as far as
IllyricumIhavegivenall thegoodnewsofChrist; 20Making itmypurposenot
to take the good news where Christ was named, so that my work might not
be resting on that of others; 21But as it is said in the holyWritings, They will
see, to whom the news of him had not been given, and those to whose ears it
hadnot comewill haveknowledge. 22Forwhich reason Iwas frequentlykept
fromcoming toyou: 23Butnow,havingno longeranyplace in theseparts and
having had for a number of years a great desire to come to you, 24Whenever
I go to Spain (for it ismyhope to see youonmyway, and tobe sent on thereby
you, if first I may in some measure have been comforted by your company)
— 25 But now I go to Jerusalem, taking help for the saints. 26 For it has been
thegoodpleasureof thoseofMacedoniaandAchaia to sendacertainamount
ofmoney for the poor among the saints at Jerusalem. 27Yes, it has been their
good pleasure; and they are in their debt. For if the Gentiles have had a part
in the things of the Spirit which were theirs, it is right for them, in the same
way, to give them help in the things of the flesh. 28 So when I have done this,
and have given them this fruit of love, I will go on by you into Spain. 29And
I am certain that when I come, I will be full of the blessing of Christ. 30Now
I make request to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the love of
the Spirit, that you will be working together with me in your prayers to God
for me; 31 So that I may be kept safe from those in Judaea who have not put
themselves under the rule of God, and that the help which I am taking for
Jerusalem may be pleasing to the saints; 32 So that I may come to you in joy
by the good pleasure of God, and have rest with you. 33Nowmay the God of
peace be with you all. So be it.

16
1 It is my desire to say a good word for Phoebe, who is a servant of the

church in Cenchreae: 2That you will take her in kindly, after the way of the
saints, as one who is the Lord's, and give her help in anything in which she
may have need of you: because she has been a help to a great number and
to myself. 3 Give my love to Prisca and Aquila, workers with me in Christ
Jesus, 4Who for my life put their necks in danger; to whom not only I but all
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the churches of the Gentiles are in debt: 5And say a kindword to the church
which is in their house. Give my love to my dear Epaenetus, who is the first
fruit of Asia to Christ. 6Give my love to Mary, who gave much care to you.
7 Give my love to Andronicus and Junia, my relations, who were in prison
with me, who are noted among the Apostles, and who were in Christ before
me. 8Givemy love toAmpliatus,who is dear tome in the Lord, 9Givemy love
to Urbanus, a worker in Christ with us, and to my dear Stachys. 10Give my
love to Apelles, who has the approval of Christ. Say a kindword to thosewho
are of the house of Aristobulus. 11Givemy love toHerodion,my relation. Say
a kind word to those of the house of Narcissus, who are in the Lord. 12Give
my love to Tryphaena and Tryphosa, workers in the Lord. Give my love to
my dear Persis, who did much work in the Lord. 13 Give my love to Rufus,
one of the Lord's selection, and to his mother and mine. 14Give my love to
Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers who are
with them. 15 Give my love to Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister,
and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them. 16 Give one another a
holy kiss. All the churches of Christ send their love to you. 17Now, it is my
desire, brothers, that you will take note of those who are causing division
and trouble among you, quite against the teaching which was given to you:
and keep away from them. 18 For such people are not servants of the Lord
Christ, but of their stomachs; and by their smooth and well-said words the
hearts of those who have no knowledge of evil are tricked. 19 For all have
knowledge of how you do what you are ordered. For this reason I have joy
in you, but it is my desire that youmay be wise in what is good, and without
knowledge of evil. 20And theGod of peacewill be crushing Satanunder your
feet before long. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 21Timothy,
who is working with me, sends his love to you, so do Lucius and Jason and
Sosipater, my relations. 22 I, Tertius, who have done the writing of this letter,
send love in the Lord. 23Gaius, with whom I am living, whose house is open
to all the church, sends his love, so does Erastus, themanager of the accounts
of the town, and Quartus, the brother. 24 [] 25 Now to him who is able to
make you strong in agreement with the good newswhich I gave you and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, in the light of the revelation of that secret which
has been kept through times eternal, 26 But is now made clear; and by the
writings of the prophets, by the order of the eternal God, the knowledge of it
has been given to all the nations, so that theymay comeunder the rule of the
faith; 27 To the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory for ever. So
be it.
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Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians
1Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the purpose of God, and Sosthenes the

brother, 2 To the church of God which is in Corinth, to those who have been
madeholy in Christ Jesus, saints by the selection ofGod,with all thosewho in
every place give honour to the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and
ours: 3Grace to youandpeace fromGodourFather and theLord JesusChrist.
4 I givepraise tomyGod foryouatall times, becauseof thegraceofGodwhich
has been given to you in Christ Jesus; 5 So that in him you have wealth in all
things, in word and in knowledge of every sort; 6 Even as the witness of the
Christ has been made certain among you: 7 So that having every grace you
are living in the hope of the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ; 8Who will
give you strength to the end, to be free from all sin in the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 9God is true, through whom you have been given a part with
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 10Now Imake request to you, my brothers, in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you will all say the same thing, and
that there may be no divisions among you, so that you may be in complete
agreement, in the same mind and in the same opinion. 11 Because it has
come to my knowledge, through those of the house of Chloe, that there are
divisions among you, my brothers. 12 That is, that some of you say, I am of
Paul; some say, I am of Apollos; some say, I am of Cephas; and some say, I am
Christ's. 13 Is there a division in Christ? was Paul nailed to the cross for you?
or were you given baptism in the name of Paul? 14 I give praise to God that
not one of you had baptism fromme, but Crispus andGaius; 15So that no one
may be able to say that you had baptism in my name. 16And I gave baptism
to the house of Stephanas; but I am not certain that any others had baptism
from me. 17 For Christ sent me, not to give baptism, but to be a preacher of
the good news: not with wise words, for fear that the cross of Christ might
be made of no value. 18For the word of the cross seems foolish to those who
are on the way to destruction; but to us who are on the way to salvation it is
the power of God. 19As it says in the holy Writings, I will put an end to the
wisdom of the wise, and will put on one side the designs of those who have
knowledge. 20Where is the wise? where is he who has knowledge of the
law? where is the man of this world who has a love of discussion? has not
God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For because, by the purpose
of God, the world, with all its wisdom, had not the knowledge of God, it was
God's pleasure, by so foolish a thing as preaching, to give salvation to those
who had faith in him. 22Seeing that the Jewsmake request for signs, and the
Greeks are looking for knowledge: 23But we give the good news of Christ on
the cross, a hard thing to the Jews, and a foolish thing to theGentiles; 24But to
thoseofGod's selection, JewsandGreeks, Christ is thepowerand thewisdom
of God. 25 Because what seems foolish in God is wiser than men; and what
seems feeble inGod is stronger thanmen. 26For you seeGod's design for you,
my brothers, that he has not taken a great number of thewise after the flesh,
not the strong, not the noble: 27But Godmade selection of the foolish things
of this world so that he might put the wise to shame; and the feeble things
that hemight put to shame the strong; 28And the low things of theworld, and
the things without honour, did God make selection of, yes, even the things
which are not, so that he might make as nothing the things which are: 29 So
that no flesh might have glory before God. 30But God has given you a place
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in Christ Jesus, through whom God has given us wisdom and righteousness
and salvation, andmade us holy: 31 So that, as it is said in the holyWritings,
Whoever has a desire for glory, let his glory be in the Lord.

2
1 And when I came to you, my brothers, I did not come with wise words

of knowledge, putting before you the secret of God. 2 For I had made the
decision to have knowledge of nothing among youbut only of Jesus Christ on
thecross. 3AndIwaswithyouwithout strength, in fearand indoubt. 4And in
mypreaching therewerenohoneyedwords ofwisdom, but Iwas dependent
on the power of the Spirit to make it clear to you: 5 So that your faith might
be based not on man's wisdom but on the power of God. 6But still we have
wisdom for those who are complete in knowledge, though not the wisdom
of this world, and not of the rulers of this world, who are coming to nothing:
7 But we give the news of the secret wisdom of God, which he had kept in
store before the world came into existence, for our glory; 8Of which not one
of the rulers of this world had knowledge: for if they had, they would not
have put the Lord of glory on the cross: 9But as it says in the holy Writings,
Thingswhich the eye sawnot, andwhich hadnot come to the ears or into the
heart ofman, such things as Godhasmade ready for thosewhohave love for
him. 10But God has given us the revelation of these things through his Spirit,
for the Spiritmakes search into all things, even the deep things of God. 11For
who has knowledge of the things of a man but the spirit of the manwhich is
in him? in the same way, no one has knowledge of the things of God but the
Spirit of God. 12But we have not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which
comes from God, so that we may have knowledge of the things which are
freely given to us by God. 13And these are the thingswhichwe say, not in the
language ofman'swisdom, but inwords given to us by the Spirit, judging the
things of the spirit by the help of the Spirit. 14For the naturalman is not able
to take in the things of the Spirit of God: for they seem foolish to him, and he
is not able to have knowledge of them, because such knowledge comes only
through the Spirit. 15But he who has the Spirit, though judging all things, is
himself judged by no one. 16Forwho has knowledge of themind of the Lord,
so as to be his teacher? But we have themind of Christ.

3
1And the teaching I gave you, my brothers, was such as I was able to give,

not to those who have the Spirit, but to those who are still in the flesh, even
to children in Christ. 2 I gave youmilk and notmeat, because youwere, then,
unable to take it, and even now you are not able; 3 Because you are still in
the flesh: for when there is envy and division among you, are you not still
walking after the way of the flesh, even as natural men? 4 For when one
says, I am of Paul; and another says, I am of Apollos; are you not talking
like natural men? 5What then is Apollos? and what is Paul? They are but
servants who gave you the good news as God gave it to them. 6 I did the
planting, Apollos did the watering, but God gave the increase. 7 So then
the planter is nothing, and the waterer is nothing; but God who gives the
increase. 8Now the planter and the waterer are working for the same end:
but theywill have their separate rewards in themeasure of theirwork. 9For
we are workers with God: you are God's planting, God's building. 10 In the
measure of the grace given to me, I, as a wise master-builder, have put the
base in position, and another goes on building on it. But let every man take
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care what he puts on it. 11For there is no other base for the building but that
which has been put down, which is Jesus Christ. 12 But on the base a man
mayput gold, silver, stones of great price,wood, dry grass, cut stems; 13Every
man's work will be made clear in that day, because it will be tested by fire;
and the fire itself will make clear the quality of every man's work. 14 If any
man's work comes through the test, he will have a reward. 15 If the fire puts
an end to anyman'swork, it will be his loss: but hewill get salvation himself,
though as by fire. 16Do you not see that you are God's holy house, and that
the Spirit of God has his place in you? 17 If anyone makes the house of God
unclean, Godwill put an end to him; for the house of God is holy, and you are
his house. 18Let noman have a false idea. If anyman seems to himself to be
wise among you, let him become foolish, so that he may be wise. 19 For the
wisdom of this world is foolish before God. As it is said in the holyWritings,
He who takes the wise in their secret designs: 20 And again, The Lord has
knowledge of the reasonings of the wise, that they are nothing. 21 So let no
one take pride inmen. For all things are yours; 22Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas,
or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are
yours; 23And you are Christ's; and Christ is God's.

4
1 Let us be judged as servants of Christ, and as those who are responsible

for the secret things of God. 2 And it is right for such servants to be safe
persons. 3 But it is a small thing to me that I am judged by you or by man's
judging; I am not even a judge of myself. 4 For I am not conscious of any
wrong inmyself; but this does notmakeme clear, for it is the Lordwho ismy
judge. 5 For this reason let there be no judging before the time, till the Lord
comes, who will make clear the secret things of the dark, and the designs of
the heart; and then will every man have his praise from God. 6My brothers,
it is because of you that I have takenApollos andmyself as examples of these
things, so that in us you might see that it is not wise to go farther than what
is in the holy Writings, so that no one of you may be lifted up against his
brother. 7 For who made you better than your brother? or what have you
that has not been given to you? but if it has been given to you, what cause
have you for pride, as if it had not been given to you? 8For even now you are
full, even nowyouhavewealth, you have beenmade kingswithout us: truly,
I would be glad if youwere kings, so that wemight be kingswith you. 9For it
seems tome that God has put us the Apostles last of all, as menwhose fate is
death: for we are put on view to the world, and to angels, and to men. 10We
aremade to seem foolish for Christ, but you arewise in Christ; we are feeble,
but you are strong; you have glory, but we have shame. 11Even to this hour
we are without food, drink, and clothing, we are given blows and have no
certain resting-place; 12And with our hands we do the hardest work: when
they give us curseswe give blessings, whenweundergo punishmentwe take
it quietly; 13When evil things are said about us we give gentle answers: we
aremade as the unclean things of theworld, as that forwhichno onehas any
use, even till now. 14 I am not saying these things to put you to shame, but so
that, as my dear children, you may see what is right. 15 For even if you had
ten thousand teachers in Christ, you have not more than one father: for in
Christ Jesus I have given birth to you through the good news. 16Somy desire
is that you takeme as your example. 17For this cause I have sent Timothy to
you, who is my dear and true child in the Lord; he will make clear to youmy
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ways in Christ, even as I am teaching everywhere in every church. 18Now
some are full of pride, as if I was not coming to you. 19But I will come to you
ina short time, if it is pleasing to theLord, and Iwill takenote, not of theword
of those who are full of pride, but of the power. 20For the kingdom of God is
not in word but in power. 21What is your desire? is my coming to be with
punishment, or is it to be in love and a gentle spirit?

5
1 It is said, in fact, that there is among you a sin of the flesh, such as is not

seen even among the Gentiles, that one of you has his father's wife. 2And in
place of feeling sorrow, you are pleased with yourselves, so that he who has
done this thing has not been sent away fromamong you. 3For Imyself, being
present in spirit though not in body, have come to a decision about himwho
has done this thing; 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you have come
together with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5That this man is
to be handed over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit
may have forgiveness in the day of the Lord Jesus. 6This pride of yours is not
good. Doyounot see thata little leavenmakesachange inall themass? 7Take
away, then, the old leaven, so that you may be a new mass, even as you are
without leaven. ForChrist hasbeenput todeathasourPassover. 8Letus then
keep the feast, not with old leaven, and not with the leaven of evil thoughts
and acts, but with the unleavened bread of true thoughts and right feelings.
9 In my letter I said to you that you were not to keep company with those
who go after the desires of the flesh; 10But I had not inmind the sinnerswho
are outside the church, or those who have a desire for and take the property
of others, or those who give worship to images; for it is not possible to keep
away from such peoplewithout going out of theworld completely: 11But the
sense of my letter was that if a brother had the name of being onewhowent
after the desires of the flesh, or had the desire for other people's property,
or was in the way of using violent language, or being the worse for drink,
or took by force what was not his, you might not keep company with such a
one, or take foodwith him. 12For it is no business ofmine to be judging those
who are outside; but it is yours to be judging thosewho are among you; 13As
for those who are outside, God is their judge. So put away the evil man from
among you.

6
1Howis it, that if anyoneof youhasa causeat lawagainst another, he takes

it before a Gentile judge and not before the saints? 2 Is it not certain that the
saintswill be the judges of theworld? if then theworldwill be judgedby you,
are you unable to give a decision about the smallest things? 3 Is it not certain
that we are to be the judges of angels? how much more then of the things
of this life? 4 If then there are questions to be judged in connection with the
things of this life, why do you put them in the hands of those who have no
position in the church? 5 I say this to put you to shame. Is there not among
you onewisemanwhomay be able to give a decision between his brothers?
6But a brotherwho has a cause at law against another takes it before Gentile
judges. 7More than this, it is not to your credit to have causes at lawwith one
another at all. Why not put up with wrong? why not undergo loss? 8 So far
from doing this, you yourselves do wrong and take your brothers' property.
9Have younot knowledge that evil-doerswill have no part in the kingdomof
God? Have no false ideas about this: no onewho goes after the desires of the
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flesh, or gives worship to images, or is untrue when married, or is less than
a man, or makes a wrong use of men, 10Or is a thief, or the worse for drink,
or makes use of strong language, or takes by force what is not his, will have
any part in the kingdom of God. 11And suchwere some of you; but you have
beenwashed, you have beenmade holy, you have been given righteousness
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. 12 I am free
to do all things; but not all things are wise. I am free to do all things; but I
will not let myself come under the power of any. 13 Food is for the stomach
and the stomach for food, and God will put an end to them together. But the
body is not for the desires of the flesh, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the
body: 14And Godwhomade the Lord Jesus come back from the deadwill do
the same for us by his power. 15Do you not see that your bodies are part of
the body of Christ? how then may I take what is a part of the body of Christ
and make it a part of the body of a loose woman? such a thing may not be.
16Or do you not see that he who is joined to a loose woman is one body with
her? for God has said, The two of themwill become one flesh. 17But he who
is united to the Lord is one spirit. 18Keep away from the desires of the flesh.
Every sin which aman does is outside of the body; but he who goes after the
desires of thefleshdoes evil to his body. 19Or are younot conscious that your
body is a house for theHoly Spirit which is in you, andwhich has been given
to you by God? and you are not the owners of yourselves; 20 For a payment
has beenmade for you: let God be honoured in your body.

7
1 Now, as to the things in your letter to me: It is good for a man to have

nothing todowithawoman. 2Butbecauseof thedesiresof theflesh, let every
man have his wife, and every woman her husband. 3 Let the husband give
to the wife what is right; and let the wife do the same to the husband. 4 The
wife has not power over her body, but the husband; and in the same way
the husband has not power over his body, but the wife. 5Do not keep back
from one another what is right, but only for a short time, and by agreement,
so that you may give yourselves to prayer, and come together again; so that
Satan may not get the better of you through your loss of self-control. 6 But
this I say asmy opinion, and not as an order of the Lord. 7 It is my desire that
all men might be even as I am. But every man has the power of his special
way of life given him by God, one in this way and one in that. 8 But I say to
the unmarried and to thewidows, It is good for them to be even as I am. 9But
if they have not self-control let them get married; for married life is better
than the burning of desire. 10But to the married I give orders, though not I
but the Lord, that the wife may not go away from her husband 11 (Or if she
goes away from him, let her keep unmarried, or be united to her husband
again); and that the husband may not go away from his wife. 12 But to the
rest I say, and not the Lord; If a brother has a wife who is not a Christian,
and it is her desire to go on living with him, let him not go away from her.
13And if a woman has a husband who is not a Christian, and it is his desire
to go on living with her, let her not go away from her husband. 14 For the
husband who has not faith is made holy through his Christian wife, and the
wife who is not a Christian is made holy through the brother: if not, your
children would be unholy, but now are they holy. 15 But if the one who is
not a Christian has a desire to go away, let it be so: the brother or the sister
in such a position is not forced to do one thing or the other: but it is God's
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pleasure that we may be at peace with one another. 16 For how may you be
certain, O wife, that you will not be the cause of salvation to your husband?
or you, O husband, that you may not do the same for your wife? 17Only, as
the Lord has given to a man, and as is the purpose of God for him, so let him
go on living. And these aremy orders for all the churches. 18 If anymanwho
is a Christian has had circumcision, let him keep so; and if anymanwho is a
Christian has not had circumcision, let himmakeno change. 19Circumcision
is nothing, and its opposite is nothing, but only doing the orders of God is of
value. 20 Let every man keep the position in which he has been placed by
God. 21 If you were a servant when you became a Christian, let it not be a
grief to you; but if you have a chance to become free, make use of it. 22 For
he who was a servant when he became a Christian is the Lord's free man;
and he who was free when he became a Christian is the Lord's servant. 23 It
is the Lord who has made payment for you: be not servants of men. 24My
brothers, let every man keep in that condition which is the purpose of God
for him. 25Now about virgins I have no orders from the Lord: but I give my
opinion as one to whom the Lord has given mercy to be true to him. 26 In
my opinion then, because of the present trouble, it is good for aman to keep
as he is. 27 If you are married to a wife, make no attempt to get free from
her: if you are free from a wife, do not take a wife. 28 If you get married it is
not a sin; and if an unmarried woman gets married it is not a sin. But those
who do so will have trouble in the flesh. But I will not be hard on you. 29But
I say this, my brothers, the time is short; and from now it will be wise for
thosewho havewives to be as if they had themnot; 30And for thosewho are
in sorrow, to give no signs of it; and for those who are glad, to give no signs
of joy; and for those who are getting property, to be as if they had nothing;
31And for those who make use of the world, not to be using it fully; for this
world's way of life will quickly come to an end. 32But it is my desire for you
to be free from cares. The unmarriedman gives hismind to the things of the
Lord, howhemay give pleasure to the Lord: 33But themarriedmangives his
attention to the things of this world, how he may give pleasure to his wife.
34 And the wife is not the same as the virgin. The virgin gives her mind to
the things of the Lord, so that she may be holy in body and in spirit: but the
marriedwoman takes thought for the things of the world, how shemay give
pleasure to her husband. 35Now I say this for your profit; not tomake things
hard for you, but because ofwhat is right, and so that youmaybe able to give
all your attention to the things of the Lord. 36 But if, in any man's opinion,
he is not doing what is right for his virgin, if she is past her best years, and
there is need for it, let him do what seems right to him; it is no sin; let them
be married. 37 But the man who is strong in mind and purpose, who is not
forced but has control over his desires, does well if he comes to the decision
to keep her a virgin. 38 So then, he who gets married to his virgin does well,
andhewhokeepsherunmarrieddoesbetter. 39 It is right for awife tobewith
her husband as long as he is living; butwhenher husband is dead, she is free
to be married to another; but only to a Christian. 40 But it will be better for
her to keep as she is, in my opinion: and it seems to me that I have the Spirit
of God.

8
1 Now about things offered to images: we all seem to ourselves to have

knowledge. Knowledge gives pride, but love gives true strength. 2 If
anyone seems to himself to have knowledge, so far he has not the right sort
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of knowledge about anything; 3 But if anyone has love for God, God has
knowledge of him. 4 So, then, as to the question of taking food offered to
images, we are certain that an image is nothing in the world, and that there
is no God but one. 5 For though there are those who have the name of gods,
in heaven or on earth, as there are a number of gods and a number of lords,
6 There is for us only one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we
are for him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, throughwhomare all things, andwe
have our being through him. 7 Still, all men have not that knowledge: but
some, being used till now to the image, are conscious that they are taking
food which has been offered to the image; and because they are not strong
in the faith, their minds are troubled. 8But God's approval of us is not based
on the food we take: if we do not take it we are no worse for it; and if we
take it we are no better. 9But take care that this power of yours does not give
cause for trouble to the feeble. 10For if aman sees you,whohave knowledge,
taking food as a guest in the house of an image, will it not give him, if he is
feeble, the idea that he may take food offered to images? 11And so, through
your knowledge, you are the cause of destruction to your brother, for whom
Christ underwent death. 12And in this way, doing evil to the brothers, and
causing trouble to thosewhose faith is feeble, you are sinning against Christ.
13 For this reason, if food is a cause of trouble to my brother, I will give up
takingmeat for ever, so that I may not be a cause of trouble to my brother.

9
1Am I not free? am I not an Apostle? have I not seen Jesus our Lord? are

you not my work in the Lord? 2 If to others I am not an Apostle, at least I am
one to you: for the fact that youareChristians is the sign that I amanApostle.
3My answer to those who are judging me is this. 4Have we no right to take
foodanddrink? 5Haveweno right to take aboutwithus aChristianwife, like
the rest of the Apostles, and the brothers of the Lord, and Cephas? 6Or I only
and Barnabas, have we no right to take a rest from work? 7Who ever goes
to war without looking to someone to be responsible for his payment? who
puts in vines and does not take the fruit of them? or who takes care of sheep
without drinking of theirmilk? 8Am I talking as aman? does not the law say
the same? 9For it says in the law of Moses, It is not right to keep the ox from
taking the grain when he is crushing it. Is it for the oxen that God is giving
orders? 10Or has he us inmind? Yes, it was said for us; because it is right for
the ploughman to do his ploughing in hope, and for himwho is crushing the
grain to do his work hoping for a part in the fruits of it. 11 If we have been
planting the things of the Spirit for you, does it seem a great thing for you to
give us a part in your things of thisworld? 12 If others have a part in this right
over you, have we not even more? But we did not make use of our right, so
that we might put nothing in the way of the good news of Christ. 13Do you
not see that the servants of the holy things get their living from the Temple,
and the servants of the altar have their part in the food which is offered on
the altar? 14Even so did the Lord give orders that the preachers of the good
news might get their living from the good news. 15But I have not made use
of any of these things: and I am not writing this in the hope that it may be
so for me: for it would be better for me to undergo death, than for any man
to make this pride of mine of no effect. 16 For if I am a preacher of the good
news, I have no cause for pride in this; because I am forced to do so, for a
curse is on me if I do not. 17But if I do it gladly, I have a reward; and if not, I
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am under orders to do it. 18What then is my reward? This, that when I am
giving the good news, I may give it without payment, not making use of my
rights as a preacher of the goodnews. 19For though Iwas free fromallmen, I
mademyself a servant to all, so thatmoremight have salvation. 20And to the
Jews Iwas as a Jew, so that Imight give the goodnews to them; to those under
the law Iwas the same, not as beingmyself under the law, but so that Imight
give the good news to those under the law. 21To those without the law I was
as one without the law, not as being without law to God, but as under law to
Christ, so that I might give the good news to those without the law. 22To the
feeble, I was as one who is feeble, so that they might have salvation: I have
been all things to all men, so that some at least might have salvation. 23And
I do all things for the cause of the good news, so that I may have a part in it.
24Doyounot see that in a running competition all take part, but only one gets
the reward? So let yourminds befixedon the reward. 25Andeverymanwho
takes part in the sports has self-control in all things. Now they do it to get a
crown which is of this world, but we for an eternal crown. 26 So then I am
running, not uncertainly; so I am fighting, not as one who gives blows in the
air: 27 But I give blows to my body, and keep it under control, for fear that,
after having given the good news to others, I myself might not have God's
approval.

10
1 For it is my desire, my brothers, that you may keep in mind how all our

fathers were under the cloud, and they all went through the sea; 2And they
all had baptism from Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3And they all took
the same holy food; 4And the same holy drink: for they all took of the water
from the holy rock which came after them: and the rock was Christ. 5 But
with most of them God was not pleased: for they came to their end in the
waste land. 6Now these things were for an example to us, so that our hearts
might not go after evil things, as they did. 7Then do not go after false gods, as
some of themdid; as it is said in the holyWritings, After resting and feasting,
the people got up to take their pleasure. 8 Again, let us not give way to the
desires of the flesh, as some of them did, of whom twenty-three thousand
came to their end in one day. 9And let us not put the Lord to the test, as some
of them did, and came to their death by snakes. 10And do not say evil things
against theLord, as someof themdid, anddestructionovertook them. 11Now
these things were done as an example; and were put down in writing for
our teaching, on whom the last days have come. 12 So let him who seems to
himself to be safe go in fear of a fall. 13You have been put to no test but such
as is common toman: and God is true, who will not let any test come on you
whichyouarenot able toundergo; but hewillmakewith the test awayout of
it, so that youmaybeable to go through it. 14For this cause,mydearbrothers,
give noworship to false gods. 15What I am saying is for wisemen, do you be
the judges of it. 16The cup of blessingwhichwe take, does it not give us a part
in the blood of Christ? and is not the broken bread a taking part in the body
of Christ? 17Because we, being a number of persons, are one bread, we are
onebody: forweall takepart in the onebread. 18See Israel after theflesh: do
not those who take as food the offerings of the altar take a part in the altar?
19Do I say, then, that what is offered to images is anything, or that the image
is anything? 20What I say is that the things offeredby theGentiles are offered
to evil spirits and not to God; and it is not my desire for you to have any part
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with evil spirits. 21 It is not possible for you, at the same time, to take the cup
of the Lord and the cup of evil spirits; you may not take part in the table of
the Lord and the table of evil spirits. 22Or may we be the cause of envy to
the Lord? are we stronger than he? 23We are free to do all things, but there
are things which it is not wise to do. We are free to do all things, but not all
things are for the common good. 24Let aman give attention not only towhat
is good for himself, but equally to his neighbour's good. 25Whatever meat
may be had at the public market, take as food without question of right or
wrong; 26For the earth is the Lord's and all things in it. 27 If a Gentilemakes a
feast for you, andyouarepleased to goas a guest, takewhatever is put before
you, without question of right or wrong. 28 But if anyone says to you, This
food has been used as an offering, do not take it, on account of himwho said
it, and on account of his sense of right and wrong: 29Right and wrong, I say,
not for you, but for the otherman; for the fact that I am free is not dependent
on anotherman's sense of right orwrong. 30But if I give praise to God for the
food which I take, let no man say evil of me for that reason. 31 So then, if it
is a question of food or drink, or any other thing, whatever you do, do all to
the glory of God. 32Give no cause of trouble to Jews, or to Greeks, or to the
church of God. 33 Even as I give way to all men in all things, not looking for
profit for myself, but for the good of others, that theymay get salvation.

11
1 So take me for your example, even as I take Christ for mine. 2Now I am

pleased to see that you keep me in memory in all things, and that you give
attention to the teaching which was handed down from me to you. 3 But it
is important for you to keep this fact in mind, that the head of every man is
Christ; and the head of the woman is the man, and the head of Christ is God.
4Everymanwho takes part in prayer, or gives teaching as a prophet, with his
head covered, puts shame on his head. 5But every womanwho does so with
her head unveiled, puts shame on her head: for it is the same as if her hair
was cut off. 6 For if a woman is not veiled, let her hair be cut off; but if it is
a shame to a woman to have her hair cut off, let her be veiled. 7 For it is not
right for aman tohavehis head covered, becausehe is the imageandgloryof
God: but thewoman is the glory of theman. 8For themandid not come from
the woman, but the woman from the man. 9And the man was not made for
the woman, but the woman for the man. 10 For this reason it is right for the
woman to have a sign of authority on her head, because of the angels. 11But
the woman is not separate from the man, and the man is not separate from
the woman in the Lord. 12 For as the woman is from the man, so the man is
through the woman; but all things are from God. 13Be judges yourselves of
the question: does it seem right for awoman to take part in prayer unveiled?
14Does it not seem natural to you that if a man has long hair, it is a cause of
shame to him? 15 But if a woman has long hair, it is a glory to her: for her
hair is given to her for a covering. 16But if any man will not be ruled in this
question, this isnot ourwayofdoing things, and it is notdone in the churches
of God. 17But in giving you this order, there is one thing aboutwhich I amnot
pleased: it is that when you come together it is not for the better but for the
worse. 18For first of all, it has come tomy ears that when you come together
in the church, there are divisions among you, and I take the statement to be
true in part. 19 For divisions are necessary among you, in order that those
who have God's approval may be clearly seen among you. 20But now, when
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you come together, it is not possible to take the holy meal of the Lord: 21 For
when you take your food, everyone takes his meal before the other; and one
has not enough food, and another is the worse for drink. 22What? have you
not houses to take your meals in? or have you no respect for the church of
God, putting the poor to shame? What am I to say to you? am I to give you
praise? certainly not. 23 For it was handed down to me from the Lord, as I
gave it to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night when Judas was false to him,
tookbread, 24Andwhen ithadbeenbrokenwithanactofpraise, he said, This
ismybodywhich is foryou: do this inmemoryofme. 25 In the sameway,with
the cup, after the meal, he said, This cup is the new testament in my blood:
do this, whenever you take it, in memory of me. 26 For whenever you take
the bread and the cup you givewitness to the Lord's death till he comes. 27 If,
then, anyone takes the bread or the cup of the Lord in the wrong spirit, he
will be responsible for the body and blood of the Lord. 28But let noman take
of the bread and the cup without testing himself. 29 For a man puts himself
in danger, if he takes part in the holy meal without being conscious that it
is the Lord's body. 30 For this cause a number of you are feeble and ill, and
a number are dead. 31But if we were true judges of ourselves, punishment
would not come on us. 32But if punishment does come, it is sent by the Lord,
so that we may be safe when the world is judged. 33 So then, my brothers,
when you come together to the holy meal of the Lord, let there be waiting
for one another. 34 If any man is in need of food, let him take his meal in his
house; so that youmaynot come together to your damage. And the rest Iwill
put in order when I come.

12
1 But about the things of the spirit, my brothers, it is not right for you

to be without teaching. 2 You are conscious that when you were Gentiles,
in whatever way you were guided, you went after images without voice or
power. 3 So it is my desire for you to be clear about this; that no one is able
to say by the Spirit of God that Jesus is cursed; and no one is able to say that
Jesus is Lord, but by theHoly Spirit. 4Now there are different qualities given
to men, but the same Spirit. 5And there are different sorts of servants, but
the same Lord. 6And there are different operations, but the same God, who
is working all things in all. 7 But to every man some form of the Spirit's
working is given for the common good. 8 For to one are given words of
wisdom through the Spirit; and to another words of knowledge through the
same Spirit: 9 To another faith in the same Spirit; and to another the power
of taking away disease, by the one Spirit; 10 And to another the power of
working wonders; and to another the prophet's word; and to another the
power of testing spirits; to another different sorts of tongues; and to another
the power of making clear the sense of the tongues: 11 But all these are the
operations of the one and the same Spirit, giving to every man separately
as his pleasure is. 12 For as the body is one, and has a number of parts, and
all the parts make one body, so is Christ. 13 For through the baptism of the
one Spirit wewere all formed into one body, Jews or Greeks, servants or free
men, and were all made full of the same Spirit. 14 For the body is not one
part, but a number of parts. 15 If the foot says, Because I am not the hand,
I am not a part of the body; it is no less a part of the body. 16 And if the
ear says, Because I am not the eye, I am not a part of the body; it is a part
of the body all the same. 17 If all the body was an eye, where would be the
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hearing? if all was hearing, where would be the smelling? 18 But now God
has put every one of the parts in the body as it was pleasing to him. 19And
if they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 But now they are
all different parts, but one body. 21 And the eye may not say to the hand, I
have no need of you: or again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.
22No, those parts which seem to be feeble are the more necessary; 23And to
those parts of the bodywhich seem to have less honour we give all themore
honour; and to those parts of the body which are a cause of shame to us we
give the greater respect; 24 But those parts of the body which are beautiful
have no need of such care: and so the body has been joined together by God
in suchawayas to givemorehonour to thosepartswhichhadneedof it; 25So
that there might be no division in the body; but all the parts might have the
same care for one another. 26And if there is pain in one part of the body, all
thepartswill be feeling it; or if onepart is honoured, all thepartswill be glad.
27Now you are the body of Christ, and every one of you the separate parts of
it. 28And God has put some in the church, first, Apostles; second, prophets;
third, teachers; then thosewithwonder-workingpowers, then thosewith the
power of taking awaydisease, helpers, wise guides, users of strange tongues.
29Are all Apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? have all the power of
working wonders? 30Are all able to take away disease? have all the power
of tongues? are all able to give their sense? 31But let your desires be turned
to themore important things given by the Spirit. And now I am pointing out
to you an even better way.

13
1 If I make use of the tongues of men and of angels, and have not love, I

am like sounding brass, or a loud-tongued bell. 2 And if I have a prophet's
power, and have knowledge of all secret things; and if I have all faith, by
which mountains may be moved from their place, but have not love, I am
nothing. 3 And if I give all my goods to the poor, and if I give my body to
be burned, but have not love, it is of no profit to me. 4 Love is never tired
of waiting; love is kind; love has no envy; love has no high opinion of itself,
love has no pride; 5Love's ways are ever fair, it takes no thought for itself; it
is not quicklymade angry, it takes no account of evil; 6 It takes no pleasure in
wrongdoing, but has joy in what is true; 7Love has the power of undergoing
all things, having faith in all things, hoping all things. 8Though the prophet's
word may come to an end, tongues come to nothing, and knowledge have
no more value, love has no end. 9 For our knowledge is only in part, and
the prophet's word gives only a part of what is true: 10But when that which
is complete is come, then that which is in part will be no longer necessary.
11When Iwas a child, Imade use of a child's language, I had a child's feelings
and a child's thoughts: now that I am aman, I have put away the things of a
child. 12 For now we see things in a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now
my knowledge is in part; then it will be complete, even as God's knowledge
ofme. 13But nowwe still have faith, hope, love, these three; and the greatest
of these is love.

14
1Go after love; still desiring to have the things which the Spirit gives, but

most of all that youmayhave the prophet's power. 2For hewhomakes use of
tongues isnot talking tomenbut toGod; becausenoonehas the senseofwhat
he is saying; but in theSpirithe is talkingof secret things. 3But thewordof the
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prophetgivesmenknowledgeandcomfortandstrength. 4Hewhomakesuse
of tonguesmay do good to himself; but hewho gives the prophet'sword does
good to the church. 5Now though it ismydesire for you all to have the power
of tongues, it would givememore pleasure to be hearing the prophet's word
from you; for this is a greater thing than using tongues, if the sense is not
given at the same time, for the good of the church. 6But, now,my brothers, if
I come to you using tongues, what profit will it be to you, if I do not give you
a revelation, or knowledge, or the word of the prophet, or teaching? 7 Even
thingswithout life, having a voice, such as amusic-pipe or other instrument,
if they do not give out different sounds, who may be certain what is being
played? 8For if thewar-horn gives out an uncertain note, whowill get ready
for the fight? 9 So if you, in using a strange tongue, say words which have no
sense, how will anyone take in what you are saying? for you will be talking
to the air. 10 There are, it may be, a number of different voices in the world,
and no voice is without sense. 11 But if the sense of the voice is not clear to
me, I am like a man from a strange country to him who is talking, and he
will be the same to me. 12 So if you are desiring the things which the Spirit
gives, let yourmindsbe turnedfirst to the thingswhichare for thegoodof the
church. 13 For this reason, let the man who has the power of using tongues
make request that hemay, at the same time, be able to give the sense. 14For if
I make use of tongues in my prayers, my spirit makes the prayer, but not my
mind. 15What then? let my prayer be from the spirit, and equally from the
mind; letmysongbe fromthe spirit, andequally frommind. 16For if yougive
a blessingwith the spirit, howwill themanwho has no knowledge say, So be
it, after your prayer, seeing that he has not taken in what you are saying?
17For your giving of the blessing is certainlywell done, but of no profit to the
man without knowledge. 18 I give praise to God that I am able to make use
of tongues more than you all: 19But in the church it would be better for me
to make use of five words of which the sense was clear, so that others might
have profit, than ten thousand words in a strange tongue. 20My brothers,
do not be children in mind: in evil be as little children, but in mind be of
full growth. 21 In the law it is said, By men of other tongues and by strange
lips will my words come to this people; and not even so will they give ear to
me, says the Lord. 22For this reason tongues are for a sign, not to those who
have faith, but to those who have not: but the prophet's word is for those
who have faith, and not for the rest who have not. 23 If, then, the church
has come together, and all are using tongues, and there come inmenwithout
knowledge or faith, will they not say that you are unbalanced? 24 But if all
are teaching as prophets, and a man without faith or knowledge comes in,
he is tested by all, he is judged by all; 25 The secrets of his heart are made
clear; and he will go down on his face and give worship to God, saying that
God is truly among you. 26What is it then, my brothers? when you come
together everyone has a holy song, or a revelation, or a tongue, or is giving
the sense of it. Let everything be done for the common good. 27 If any man
makes use of a tongue, let it not be more than two, or at the most three, and
in turn; and let someone give the sense: 28 But if there is no one to give the
sense, let him keep quiet in the church; and let his words be to himself and
to God. 29 And let the prophets give their words, but not more than two or
three, and let the others be judges of what they say. 30 But if a revelation is
given to another who is seated near, let the first be quiet. 31 For you may all
be prophets in turn so that all may get knowledge and comfort; 32 And the
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spirits of the prophets are controlled by the prophets; 33For God is not a God
whose ways are without order, but a God of peace; as in all the churches of
the saints. 34 Let women keep quiet in the churches: for it is not right for
them to be talking; but let them be under control, as it says in the law. 35And
if they have a desire for knowledge about anything, let themput questions to
their husbands privately: for talking in the church puts shame on awoman.
36What? was it from you that the word of God went out? or did it only come
in to you? 37 If anyman seems to himself to be a prophet or to have the Spirit,
let him takenote of the thingswhich I amwriting to you, as being theword of
the Lord. 38But if anyman iswithout knowledge, let himbe so. 39So then,my
brothers, let it be your chief desire to be prophets; but let no one be stopped
from using tongues. 40Let all things be done in the right and ordered way.

15
1Now I am going to make clear to you, my brothers, what the good news

was which I gave to you, and which you took, and on which your faith is
based, 2By which you have salvation; that is to say, the form in which it was
given to you, if it is fixed in your minds, and if your faith in it is not without
effect. 3For I gave to youfirst of allwhatwas handed down tome, howChrist
underwent death for our sins, as it says in theWritings; 4And he was put in
the place of the dead; and on the third day he came back from the dead, as it
says in theWritings; 5And hewas seen by Cephas; then by the twelve; 6Then
bymore than five hundred brothers at the same time,most ofwhomare still
living, but some are sleeping; 7 Then he was seen by James; then by all the
Apostles. 8 And last of all, as by one whose birth was out of the right time,
he was seen by me. 9For I am the least of the Apostles, having no right to be
named an Apostle, because of my cruel attacks on the church of God. 10But
by the grace of God, I amwhat I am: and his gracewhichwas given tomehas
not been for nothing; for I did more work than all of them; though not I, but
the grace of God which was with me. 11 If then it is I who am the preacher,
or they, this is our word, and to this you have given your faith. 12Now if the
good news says that Christ came back from the dead, how do some of you
say that there is no coming back from the dead? 13But if there is no coming
back from the dead, then Christ has not come back from the dead: 14And if
Christ did not come again from the dead, then our good news and your faith
in it are of no effect. 15 Yes, and we are seen to be false witnesses of God;
because we gave witness of God that by his power Christ came again from
the dead: which is not true if there is no coming back from the dead. 16For if
it is not possible for the dead to come to life again, then Christ has not come
to life again: 17And if that is so, your faith is of no effect; you are still in your
sins. 18And, in addition, the dead in Christ have gone to destruction. 19 If in
this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all menmost unhappy. 20But
now Christ has truly come back from the dead, the first-fruits of those who
are sleeping. 21For as byman came death, so byman there is a coming back
from the dead. 22For as in Adamdeath comes to all, so in Christ will all come
back to life. 23 But every man in his right order: Christ the first-fruits; then
thosewhoareChrist's athis coming. 24Thencomes theend,whenhewill give
up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he will have put an end to all
rule and to all authority and power. 25For his rulewill go on till he has put all
thosewho are against himunder his feet. 26The last power to come to an end
is death. 27 For, as it says, He has put all things under his feet. But when he
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says, All things are put under him, it is clear that it is not said about himwho
put all things under him. 28And when all things have been put under him,
thenwill the Son himself be under himwho put all things under him, so that
God may be all in all. 29Again, what will they do who are given baptism for
the dead? if the dead do not come back at all, why are people given baptism
for them? 30 And why are we in danger every hour? 31 Yes, truly, by your
pride in me, my brothers in Christ Jesus our Lord, my life is one long death.
32 If, after the way of men, I was fighting with beasts at Ephesus, what profit
is it to me? If the dead do not come to life again, let us take our pleasure in
feasting, for tomorrowwecometoanend. 33Donotbe trickedby falsewords:
evil company does damage to good behaviour. 34Be awake to righteousness
and keep yourselves from sin; for some have no knowledge of God: I say this
to put you to shame. 35 But someone will say, How do the dead come back?
and with what sort of body do they come? 36Foolish man, it is necessary for
the seed which you put into the earth to undergo death in order that it may
come to life again: 37Andwhenyouput it into the earth, youdonot put in the
body which it will be, but only the seed, of grain or some other sort of plant;
38But God gives it a body, as it is pleasing to him, and to every seed its special
body. 39All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one flesh of men, another
of beasts, another of birds, and another of fishes. 40And there are bodies of
heaven and bodies of earth, but the glory of the one is different from that of
the other. 41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon,
and another glory of the stars; for the glory of one star is different from that
of another. 42 So is it with the coming back from the dead. It is planted in
death; it comes again in life: 43 It is planted in shame; it comes again in glory:
feeble when it is planted, it comes again in power: 44 It is planted a natural
body; it comes again as a body of the spirit. If there is a natural body, there
is equally a body of the spirit. 45And so it is said, The first man Adam was a
living soul. The last Adam is a life-giving spirit. 46But that which is natural
comes before that which is of the spirit. 47 The first man is from the earth,
and of the earth: the second man is from heaven. 48 Those who are of the
earth are like themanwhowas from the earth: and thosewho are of heaven
are like the one from heaven. 49And in the same way as we have taken on
us the image of the man from the earth, so we will take on us the image of
the one from heaven. 50Now I say this, my brothers, that it is not possible
for flesh and blood to have a part in the kingdom of God; and deathmay not
have a part in life. 51 See, I am giving you the revelation of a secret: we will
not all come to the sleep of death, but we will all be changed. 52 In a second,
in the shutting of an eye, at the sound of the last horn: for at that sound the
dead will come again, free for ever from the power of death, and we will be
changed. 53For this bodywhich comes to destructionwill bemade free from
the power of death, and the man who is under the power of death will put
on eternal life. 54But when this has taken place, then that which was said in
the Writings will come true, Death is overcome by life. 55O death, where is
your power? O death, where are your pains? 56The pain of death is sin; and
the power of sin is the law: 57But praise be to God who gives us strength to
overcome through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58For this cause,my dear brothers,
be strong in purpose and unmoved, ever giving yourselves to the work of
the Lord, because you are certain that your work is not without effect in the
Lord.
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16
1 Now about the giving of money for the saints, as I gave orders to the

churches of Galatia, so do you. 2On the first day of the week, let every one of
you put by him in store, inmeasure as he has donewell in business, so that it
maynotbenecessary togetmoney togetherwhen I come. 3Andwhen I come,
I will send themen of your selectionwith letters to take themoney you have
got together to Jerusalem. 4And if it is possible for me to go there, they will
gowithme. 5But Iwill come to you after I have gone throughMacedonia, for
that is my purpose; 6But I may bewith you for a time, or even for thewinter,
so that youmay seeme onmyway, wherever I go. 7For it is not my desire to
see you now, onmyway; because it is my hope to bewith you for some time,
if that is the Lord's pleasure. 8 But I will be at Ephesus till Pentecost; 9 For
a great and important door there is open to me, and there are a number of
people against me. 10Now if Timothy comes, see that he is with you without
fear; becausehe is doing theLord'swork, evenas I am: 11See then thathehas
the honour which is right. But send him on his way in peace, so that he may
come tome: for I am looking for himwith the brothers. 12But as for Apollos,
the brother, I had a great desire for him to come to youwith the brothers, but
it was not his pleasure to come now; but hewill comewhen he has a chance.
13Beon thewatch, unmoved in the faith, andbe strong likemen. 14Let all you
do be done in love. 15Now I make my request to you, my brothers, for you
have knowledge that the house of Stephanas is the first-fruits of Achaia, and
that they have made themselves the servants of the saints, 16 That you put
yourselves under such, and under everyonewho is helping the Lord's work.
17 And I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus:
for they have done what was needed to make your work complete. 18 For
they gave comfort to my spirit and to yours: for which cause give respect to
such people. 19The churches of Asia send their love to you. So do Aquila and
Prisca, with the churchwhich is in their house. 20All the brothers send their
love to you. Give one another a holy kiss. 21 I, Paul, send you these words of
love inmywriting. 22 If anyman has not love for the Lord, let him be cursed.
Maran atha (our Lord comes). 23 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
you. 24My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. So be it.
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Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians
1 Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the purpose of God, and Timothy the

brother, to the church of Godwhich is in Corinth, with all the saints who are
in all Achaia: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies and the God of all comfort; 4Who gives us comfort in all
our troubles, so that we may be able to give comfort to others who are in
trouble, through the comfortwithwhichweourselves are comfortedbyGod.
5 For as we undergo more of the pain which Christ underwent, so through
Christ does our comfort becomegreater. 6But ifweare troubled, it is for your
comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which
takes effect through your quiet undergoing of the same troubles which we
undergo: 7And our hope for you is certain; in the knowledge that as you take
part in the troubles, so youwill take part in the comfort. 8For it is our desire
that you may not be without knowledge of our trouble which came on us
in Asia, that the weight of it was very great, more than our power, so that it
seemed that we had no hope even of life: 9 Yes, we ourselves have had the
answer of death in ourselves, so that our hopemight not be in ourselves, but
in God who is able to give life to the dead: 10Who gave us salvation from
so great a death: on whom we have put our hope that he will still go on to
give us salvation; 11 You at the same time helping together by your prayer
for us; so that for what has been given to us through a number of persons,
praise may go up to God for us from all of them. 12 For our glory is in this,
in the knowledge which we have that our way of life in the world, and most
of all in relation to you, has been holy and true in the eyes of God; not in the
wisdom of the flesh, but in the grace of God. 13 For in our letters we say no
other things to you, but those which you are reading, and to which you give
agreement, and, it is my hope, will go on doing so to the end: 14Even as you
have been ready, in part, to say that we are your glory, in the same way that
you are ours, in the day of the Lord Jesus. 15And being certain of this, it was
my purpose to come to you before, so that you might have a second grace;
16And byway of Corinth to go intoMacedonia, and from there to come back
again to you, so that you might send me on my way to Judaea. 17 If then I
had such a purpose, did I seem to be changing suddenly? or am I guided in
my purposes by the flesh, saying, Yes, today, and, No, tomorrow? 18As God is
true, our word to you is not Yes and No. 19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ,
whomwewere preaching among you, even I and Silvanus and Timothy, was
not Yes andNo, but in him is Yes. 20For he is the Yes to all the undertakings of
God: and by him all thewords of God aremade certain and put into effect, to
the glory of God through us. 21Now he whomakes our faith strong together
with you, in Christ, and has given us of his grace, is God; 22And it is he who
hasputhis stamponus, even theSpirit, as the sign inourheartsof thecoming
glory. 23But God is my witness that it was in pity for you that I did not come
to Corinth at that time. 24Not that we have authority over your faith, but we
are helpers of your joy: for it is faith which is your support.

2
1But it was my decision for myself, not to come again to you with sorrow.

2 For if I give you sorrow, who then will make me glad, but he who is made
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sad byme? 3And I said this very thing inmy letter, for fear that when I came
I might have sorrow from those from whom it was right for me to have joy;
being certain of this, thatmy joy is the joy of youall. 4For out ofmuch trouble
and pain of heart and much weeping I sent my letter to you; not to give you
sorrow, but so that you might see how great is the love which I have to you.
5 But if anyone has been a cause of sorrow, he has been so, not to me only,
but in some measure to all of you (I say this that I may not be over-hard on
you). 6 Let it be enough for such a man to have undergone the punishment
which the church put on him; 7 So that now, on the other hand, it is right for
him to have forgiveness and comfort from you, for fear that his sorrowmay
be over-great. 8 For which cause my desire is that you will make your love
to him clear by your acts. 9 And for the same reason I sent you a letter so
that I might be certain of your desire to do my orders in all things. 10 But if
you give forgiveness to anyone, I do the same: for if I have given forgiveness
for anything, I have done it because of you, in the person of Christ; 11So that
Satan may not get the better of us: for we are not without knowledge of his
designs. 12Nowwhen I came to Troas for the good news of Christ, and there
was an open door for me in the Lord, 13 I had no rest in my spirit because
Titus my brother was not there: so I went away from them, and came into
Macedonia. 14 But praise be to God who makes us strong to overcome in
Christ, andmakes clear throughus in every place the value of the knowledge
of him. 15 For we are a sweet perfume of Christ to God in those who are
getting salvation and in thosewho are going to destruction; 16To the one it is
a perfume of death to death; to the other a perfume of life to life. Andwho is
enough for such things? 17 For we are not like the great number who make
use of the word of God for profit: but our words are true, as fromGod, being
said as before God in Christ.

3
1Dowe seem to be again attempting to put ourselves in the right? or have

we need, as some have, of letters of approval to you or from you? 2 You
yourselves are our letter, whosewriting is in our heart, open for everyman's
reading and knowledge; 3 For you are clearly a letter of Christ, the fruit of
our work, recorded not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in
stone, but in hearts of flesh. 4And this is the certain faith which we have in
God through Christ: 5Not as if we were able by ourselves to do anything for
which we might take the credit; but our power comes from God; 6Who has
made us able to be servants of a new agreement; not of the letter, but of the
Spirit: for the letter gives death, but the Spirit gives life. 7For if the operation
of the law, giving death, recorded in letters on stone, came with glory, so
that the eyes of the children of Israel had to be turned away from the face
ofMoses because of its glory, a glorywhichwas only for a time: 8Will not the
operation of the Spirit have a much greater glory? 9 For if the operation of
the law, producing punishment, had its glory, howmuch greater will be the
operation of the Spirit causing righteousness? 10For the glory of the first no
longer seems to be glory, because of the greater glory of that which comes
after. 11 For if the order which was for a time had its glory, much more will
the eternal order have its glory. 12Having then such a hope, we keep nothing
back, 13Andarenot likeMoses,whoput a veil onhis face, so that the children
of Israelmight not see clearly to the end of the present order of things: 14But
their minds were made hard: for to this very day at the reading of the old
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agreement the same veil is still unlifted; though it is taken away in Christ.
15But to this day, at the reading of the law ofMoses, a veil is over their heart.
16 But when it is turned to the Lord, the veil will be taken away. 17Now the
Lord is the Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there the heart is free.
18Butweall, with unveiled face giving back as in a glass the glory of the Lord,
are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord
who is the Spirit.

4
1 For this reason, because we have been made servants of this new order,

through the mercy given to us, we are strong: 2 And we have given up the
secret things of shame, not walking in false ways, and not making use of the
word of Godwith deceit; but by the revelation of what is true, as before God,
we have the approval of every man's sense of right and wrong. 3 But if our
goodnews is veiled, it is veiled from thosewhoare on theway to destruction:
4Because the god of this world has made blind the minds of those who have
not faith, so that the light of the good news of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God,might not be shining on them. 5For our preaching is not about
ourselves, but about Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your servants
through Jesus. 6 Seeing that it is God who said, Let light be shining out of the
dark, whohas put in our hearts the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of JesusChrist. 7Butwehave thiswealth invessels of earth, so that
itmaybe seen that thepower comesnot fromusbut fromGod; 8Troubles are
round us on every side, but we are not shut in; things are hard for us, but we
see a way out of them; 9We are cruelly attacked, but not without hope; we
are made low, but we are not without help; 10 In our bodies there is ever the
mark of the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesusmay be seen in our bodies.
11 For, while living, we are still being given up to death because of Jesus, so
that the life of Jesus may be seen in our flesh, though it is under the power
of death. 12 So then, death is working in us, but life in you. 13But having the
same spirit of faith, as it is said in theWritings, Thewords ofmymouth came
from the faith in my heart; in the same way, our words are the outcome of
our faith; 14 Because we are certain that he who made the Lord Jesus come
back from the dead, will do the same for us, and will give us a place in his
glory with you. 15 For we go through all things on account of you, because
the greater the number to whom the grace is given, the greater is the praise
to the glory of God. 16For which cause we do not give way to weariness; but
though our outer man is getting feebler, our inner man is made new day by
day. 17 For our present trouble, which is only for a short time, is working
out for us a much greater weight of glory; 18While our minds are not on the
things which are seen, but on the things which are not seen: for the things
which are seen are for a time; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

5
1For we are conscious that if this our tent of flesh is taken down, we have

a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal, in heaven. 2For
in this we are crying in weariness, greatly desiring to be clothed with our
house from heaven: 3 So that our spirits may not be unclothed. 4 For truly,
we who are in this tent do give out cries of weariness, for the weight of care
which is on us; not because we are desiring to be free from the body, but so
that we may have our new body, and death may be overcome by life. 5Now
hewho hasmade us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as
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awitness of what is to come. 6So, then, we are everwithout fear, and though
conscious that while we are in the body we are away from the Lord, 7 (For
we are walking by faith, not by seeing,) 8We are without fear, desiring to be
free from the body, and to be with the Lord. 9For this reason wemake it our
purpose, in the body or away from it, to be well-pleasing to him. 10 For we
all have to come before Christ to be judged; so that every one of us may get
his reward for the things done in the body, good or bad. 11Having in mind,
then, the fear of the Lord, we put these things before men, but God sees our
hearts; and it is my hope that wemay seem right in your eyes. 12We are not
again requesting your approval, but we are giving you the chance of taking
pride in us, so that you may be able to give an answer to those whose glory
is in seeming, and not in the heart. 13 For if we are foolish, it is to God; or if
we are serious, it is for you. 14For it is the love of Christ which is moving us;
becauseweareof theopinion that if onewasput todeath forall, thenall have
undergone death; 15And that he underwent death for all, so that the living
might no longer be living to themselves, but to him who underwent death
for them and came back from the dead. 16 For this reason, from this time
forward we have knowledge of no man after the flesh: even if we have had
knowledge of Christ after the flesh, we have no longer any such knowledge.
17 So if any man is in Christ, he is in a new world: the old things have come
to an end; they have truly become new. 18But all things are of God, who has
made us at peace with himself through Christ, and has given to us the work
ofmaking peace; 19That is, that Godwas in Christmaking peace between the
world and himself, not putting their sins to their account, and having given
to us the preaching of this news of peace. 20 So we are the representatives
of Christ, as if God was making a request to you through us: we make our
request to you, in the name of Christ, be at peace with God. 21 For him who
had no knowledge of sin Godmade to be sin for us; so that wemight become
the righteousness of God in him.

6
1We then, working togetherwith God,make our request to you not to take

the grace of God to no purpose. 2 (For he says, I have given ear to you at a
good time, and I have been your helper in a day of salvation: see, now is
the good time; now is the day of salvation): 3 Giving no cause for trouble
in anything, so that no one may be able to say anything against our work;
4But in everything making it clear that we are the servants of God, in quiet
strength, in troubles, in need, in sorrow, 5 In blows, in prisons, in attacks,
in hard work, in watchings, in going without food; 6 In a clean heart, in
knowledge, in long waiting, in being kind, in the Holy Spirit, in true love,
7 In the true word, in the power of God; with the arms of righteousness on
the right hand and on the left, 8By glory and by shame, by an evil name and
a good name; as untrue, and still true; 9Unnoted, but still kept fully inmind;
as near to death, but still living; as undergoing punishment, but not put to
death; 10As full of sorrow, but ever glad; as poor, but givingwealth to others;
as having nothing, but still having all things. 11 Our mouth is open to you,
O Corinthians, our heart is wide. 12 It is not our feelings to you which are
narrow, but yours to us. 13Now to give me back payment of the same sort (I
am talking as to my children), let your hearts be wide open to me. 14Do not
keep company with those who have not faith: for what is there in common
between righteousness and evil, or between light and dark? 15 And what
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agreement is there between Christ and the Evil One? or what part has one
who has faith with one who has not? 16And what agreement has the house
of God with images? for we are a house of the living God; even as God has
said, I will be living among them, and walking with them; and I will be their
God, and they will be my people. 17 For which cause, Come out from among
them, and be separate, says the Lord, and let no unclean thing come near
you; and I will take you for myself, 18 And will be a Father to you; and you
will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord, the Ruler of all.

7
1Because God, then, will give us such rewards, dear brothers, let us make

ourselves clean from all evil of flesh and spirit, and become completely holy
in the fear of God. 2 Let your hearts be open to us: we have done no man
wrong, no man has been damaged by us, we have made no profit out of
any man, 3 It is not with the purpose of judging you that I say this: for I
have said before that you are in our hearts for life and death together. 4My
words to you are without fear, I am full of pride on account of you: I have
great comfort and joy in all our troubles. 5For even when we had come into
Macedonia our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; there
were fightings outside and fears inside. 6 But God who gives comfort to the
poor in spirit gave us comfort by the coming of Titus; 7Andnot by his coming
only, but by the comfort which he had in you, while he gave us word of your
desire, your sorrow, your care for me; so that I was still more glad. 8 For
though my letter gave you pain, I have no regret for it now, though I had
before; for I see that the letter gave you pain, but only for a time. 9 Now
I am glad, not that you had sorrow, but that your sorrow was the cause of
a change of heart; for yours was a holy sorrow so that you might undergo
no loss by us in anything. 10 For the sorrow which God gives is the cause of
salvation through a change of heart, in which there is no reason for grief:
but the sorrow of the world is a cause of death. 11 For you see what care
was produced in you by this very sorrow of yours before God, what clearing
of yourselves, what wrath against sin, what fear, what desire, what serious
purpose, what punishment. In everything you have made it clear that you
are free from sin in this business. 12 So though I sent you a letter, it was not
only because of the manwho did the wrong, or because of him to whom the
wrongwas done, but so that your true care for usmight bemade clear in the
eyes of God. 13Sowehave been comforted: andwehad the greater joy in our
comfort because of the joy of Titus, for his spirit had beenmade glad by you
all. 14For Iwas not put to shame in anything inwhich Imay havemade clear
to himmy pride in you; but as we said nothing to you but what was true, so
the good things which I said to Titus about you were seen by him to be true.
15Andhis love toyou is themore increasedbyhismemoryofyouall, howyou
gaveway to his authority, andhowyou tookhim to yourheartswith fear and
honour. 16 It gives me great joy to see you answering to my good opinion of
you in every way.

8
1And now we give you news, brothers, about the grace of God which has

been given to the churches ofMacedonia; 2Howwhile theywereundergoing
every sort of trouble, andwere in the greatest need, they took all the greater
joy inbeingable togive freely to theneedsofothers. 3For I give themwitness,
that as they were able, and even more than they were able, they gave from
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the impulse of their hearts, 4 Seriously requesting us that they might have
a part in this grace of being servants to the needs of the saints: 5And going
even farther than our hope, they first gave themselves to the Lord and to us
after the purpose of God. 6So that wemade a request to Titus that, as he had
made a start before, so hemight make this grace complete in you. 7And that
as you are full of every good thing, of faith, of the word, of knowledge, of a
readymind, andof love tous, so youmaybe full of this grace in the sameway.
8 I am not giving you an order, but using the readymind of others as a test of
the quality of your love. 9For you see the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, how
though he had wealth, he became poor on your account, so that through his
need youmight havewealth. 10And in this I givemy opinion: for it is to your
profit, who were the first to make a start a year before, not only to do this,
but to make clear that your minds were more than ready to do it. 11 Then
make the doing of it complete; so that as you had a readymind, youmay give
effect to it as you are able. 12 For if there is a ready mind, a man will have
God's approval in the measure of what he has, and not of what he has not.
13And I am not saying this so that others may get off free, while the weight
comes on you: 14 But so that things may be equal; that from those things of
which you have more than enough at the present time their need may be
helped, and that if you are in any need theymay be a help to you in the same
way, making things equal. 15As it says in theWritings, He who had taken up
much had nothing over and hewho had little had enough. 16But praise be to
God, who puts the same care for you into the heart of Titus. 17 For while he
gladly gaveear toour request, hewas interestedenough togo toyou fromthe
impulse of his heart. 18And with him we have sent a brother whose praise
in the good news has gone through all the churches; 19And not only so, but
he was marked out by the churches to go with us in the grace of this giving
whichwehaveundertaken to thegloryof theLordand tomakeclear that our
mindwas ready: 20And so that nomanmight be able to say anything against
us in the business of this givingwhich has been put into our hands: 21For the
business has been so ordered by us as to have the approval, not only of the
Lord, but of men. 22And we have sent with them our brother, whose ready
spirit has beenmade clear to us at times and in ways without number, but it
is now all the more so because of the certain faith which he has in you. 23 If
any question comes up about Titus, he is my brother-worker, working with
me for you; or about the others, they are the representatives of the churches
to the glory of Christ. 24Make clear then to them, as representatives of the
churches, the quality of your love, and that the things which we have said
about you are true.

9
1But there is no need for me to say anything in my letter about the giving

to the saints: 2For I have before made clear to those of Macedonia my pride
in your ready mind, saying to them that Achaia has been ready for a year
back; and a great number have beenmoved to do the sameby your example.
3But I have sent the brothers, so that the good things we said about youmay
be seen to be true, and that, as I said, you may be ready: 4 For fear that, if
any from Macedonia come with me, and you are not ready, we (not to say,
you) might be put to shame in this thing. 5 So it seemed to me wise for the
brothers to go before, and see that the amountwhich you had undertaken to
give was ready, so that it might be a cause for praise, and not as if we were
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making profit out of you. 6But in theWritings it says, He who puts in only a
small number of seeds, will get in the same; and he who puts them in from
a full hand, will have produce in full measure from them. 7 Let every man
do after the purpose of his heart; not giving with grief, or by force: for God
takes pleasure in a ready giver. 8And God is able to give you all grace in full
measure; so that ever having enough of all things, you may be full of every
goodwork: 9As it is said in theWritings, He has sent out far andwide, he has
given to the poor; his righteousness is for ever. 10And he who gives seed for
putting into the field and bread for food, will take care of the growth of your
seed, at the same time increasing the fruits of your righteousness; 11 Your
wealth being increased in everything, with a simple mind, causing praise to
God through us. 12 For this work of giving not only takes care of the needs
of the saints, but is the cause of much praise to God; 13 For when, through
this work of giving, they seewhat you are, they give glory to God for theway
in which you have given yourselves to the good news of Christ, and for the
wealth of your giving to themand to all; 14While their hearts go out to you in
love and in prayer for you, because of the great grace of Godwhich is in you.
15Praise be to God forwhat he has given, whichwords have no power to say.

10
1NowI,Paul,myselfmakerequest toyouby thequiet andgentlebehaviour

of Christ, I who am poor in spirit when with you, but who say what is in
my mind to you without fear when I am away from you: 2 Yes, I make my
request to you, so that when I am with you I may not have to make use of
the authority which may be needed against some to whom we seem to be
walking after the flesh. 3For thoughwemay be living in the flesh, we are not
fighting after the way of the flesh 4 (For the arms with which we are fighting
are not those of the flesh, but are strong before God for the destruction of
high places); 5 Putting an end to reasonings, and every high thing which is
lifted up against the knowledge of God, and causing every thought to come
under the authority of Christ; 6Being ready to give punishment to whatever
is against his authority, after you havemade it clear that you are completely
under his control. 7 Give attention to the things which are before you. If
any man seems to himself to be Christ's, let him keep in mind that we are
as much Christ's as he is. 8 For though I might take pride in our authority
(which the Lord gave for building you up, and not for your destruction), it
will not be a cause of shame tome: 9That Imaynot seem tohave the desire of
causingyou fearbymy letters. 10Forhis letters, they say, haveweight andare
strong; but in body he is feeble, and his way of talking has little force. 11Let
those who say this keep in mind that, what we are in word by letters when
we are away, so will we be in act when we are present. 12 For we will not
make comparisonof ourselveswith someof thosewho say good things about
themselves: but these, measuring themselves by themselves, and making
comparison of themselves with themselves, are not wise. 13Wewill not give
glory to ourselves in over-great measure, but after the measure of the rule
which God has given us, ameasurewhich comes even to you. 14Forwe have
noneed tomakeourselves seemmore thanweare, as if our authority didnot
come as far as to you: for we came even as far as you with the good news of
Christ: 15Not taking credit to ourselves for what is not our business, that is,
for the work of others; but having hope that, with the growth of your faith,
we may get the credit for an increase which is the effect of our work, 16 So
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thatwemay be able to go on and take the good news to countries still farther
away than you are, and not take credit for another man's work in making
things ready to our hand. 17But whoever has a desire for glory, let his glory
be in the Lord. 18 For the Lord's approval of a man is not dependent on his
opinion of himself, but on the Lord's opinion of him.

11
1 Put up with me if I am a little foolish: but, truly, you do put up with me.

2For I have a very great care for you: because you have beenmarried byme
toonehusband, and it ismydesire to give you completelyholy toChrist. 3But
I have a fear, that in someway, as Eve was tricked by the deceit of the snake,
your minds may be turned away from their simple and holy love for Christ.
4For if anyonecomespreachinganother Jesus fromtheonewhosepreachers
we are, or if you have got a different spirit, or a different sort of good news
from those which came to you, how well you put up with these things. 5 For
in my opinion, I am in no way less than the most important of the Apostles.
6But though I amrough inmywayof talking, I amnot so in knowledge, aswe
havemade clear to all by our acts among you. 7Or did I do wrong inmaking
myself lowso that youmightbe liftedup, because I gaveyou thegoodnewsof
Godwithout reward? 8 I tookmoney fromother churches as payment formy
work, so that Imightbeyour servant; 9Andwhen Iwaspresentwithyou, and
was in need, I let noman be responsible for me; for the brothers, when they
came from Macedonia, gave me whatever was needed; and in everything I
kept myself from being a trouble to you, and I will go on doing so. 10As the
true word of Christ is in me, I will let no man take fromme this my cause of
pride in the country of Achaia. 11Why? because I have no love for you? let
God be judge. 12But what I do, that I will go on doing, so that I may give no
chance to those who are looking for one; so that, in the cause of their pride,
theymaybe seen to be the sameasweare. 13For suchmenare falseApostles,
workers of deceit, making themselves seem like Apostles of Christ. 14And it
is no wonder; for even Satan himself is able to take the form of an angel of
light. 15 So it is no great thing if his servants make themselves seem to be
servants of righteousness; whose end will be the reward of their works. 16 I
say again, Let me not seem foolish to anyone; but if I do, put up with me as
such, so that I may take a little glory to myself. 17What I am now saying is
not by the order of the Lord, but as a foolish person, taking credit to myself,
as it seems. 18Seeing that there are thosewho take credit to themselves after
the flesh, I will do the same. 19 For you put up with the foolish gladly, being
wise yourselves. 20You put up with a man if he makes servants of you, if he
makes profit out of you, if he makes you prisoners, if he puts himself in a
high place, if he gives you blows on the face. 21 I say this by way of shaming
ourselves, as if we had been feeble. But if anyone puts himself forward (I
am talking like a foolish person), I will do the same. 22 Are they Hebrews?
so am I. Are they of Israel? so am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? so am I.
23Are they servants of Christ? (I am talking foolishly) I am more so; I have
hadmore experience of hardwork, of prisons, of blowsmore thanmeasure,
of death. 24Five times the Jews gaveme forty blows but one. 25Three times I
waswhippedwith rods, once Iwas stoned, three times the ship Iwas in came
todestructionat sea, anight andaday Ihavebeen in thewater; 26 In frequent
travels, in dangers on rivers, in dangers from outlaws, in dangers from my
countrymen, indangers fromtheGentiles, indangers in the town, indangers
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in the waste land, in dangers at sea, in dangers among false brothers; 27 In
hard work and weariness, in frequent watchings, going without food and
drink, cold and inneed of clothing. 28 In addition to all the other things, there
is that which comes on me every day, the care of all the churches. 29Who is
feeble and I am not feeble? who is in danger of falling, and I am not angry?
30 If I have to take credit to myself, I will do so in the things in which I am
feeble. 31The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to whombe praise for
ever, is witness that the thingswhich I say are true. 32 In Damascus, the ruler
under Aretas the king kept watch over the town of the people of Damascus,
in order to takeme: 33And being let down in a basket from the wall through
a window, I got free from his hands.

12
1 As it is necessary for me to take glory to myself, though it is not a good

thing, I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord. 2 I have knowledge
of a man in Christ, fourteen years back (if he was in the body, or out of the
body, I am not able to say, but God only), who was taken up to the third
heaven. 3 And I have knowledge of such a man (if he was in the body, or
out of the body, I am not able to say, but God only), 4How he was taken up
into Paradise, andwords came to his ears whichmay not be said, andwhich
man is not able to say. 5On account of such a one Iwill have glory: formyself
I will take no glory, but only in my feeble body. 6 For if I had a desire to take
credit to myself, it would not be foolish, for I would be saying what is true:
but I will not, for fear that I might seem to any man more than he sees me
to be, or has word fromme that I am. 7And because the revelations were so
very great, in order that Imightnot beovermuch liftedup, therewas given to
me a thorn in the flesh, one sent from Satan to giveme pain. 8And about this
thing Imade request to theLord three times that itmight be takenaway from
me. 9And he said to me, My grace is enough for you, for my power is made
complete in what is feeble. Most gladly, then, will I take pride in my feeble
body, so that the power of Christ may be onme. 10So I take pleasure in being
feeble, in unkindwords, in needs, in cruel attacks, in troubles, on account of
Christ: for when I am feeble, then am I strong. 11 I have been forced by you
to become foolish, though it was right for my praise to have come from you:
for in no way was I less than the chief of the Apostles, though I am nothing.
12Truly the signs of an Apostle were done among you in quiet strength, with
wonders and acts of power. 13Forwhat is there inwhich youweremade less
than the other churches, but in the one thing that I was not a trouble to you?
Let me have forgiveness for this wrong. 14 This is now the third time that I
am ready to come to you; and I will not be a trouble to you: my desire is for
you, not for your property: for it is not the children's business to make store
for their fathers, but the fathers for the children. 15And Iwill gladly give all I
have for your souls. If I have themore love for you, am I to be loved the less?
16 But let it be so, that I was not a trouble to you myself; but (someone may
say) being false, I took youwithdeceit. 17Did Imakeaprofit out of youbyany
of those whom I sent to you? 18 I gave orders to Titus, and I sent the brother
with him. Did Titus make any profit out of you? were we not guided by the
sameSpirit, in the sameways? 19 Itmay seemtoyou that all this timewehave
been attempting to put ourselves in the right; but we are saying these things
before God in Christ. For all things, dear brothers, are for your profit. 20For
I have a fear that, when I come, youmay not be answering tomy desire, and
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that I may not be answering to yours; that theremay be fighting, hate, angry
feeling, divisions, evil talk about others, secrets, thoughts of pride, outbursts
against authority; 21 And that when I come again, my God may put me to
shame among you, and I may have grief for those who have done wrong
before andhavehadno regret for their uncleanways, and for the evil desires
of the flesh to which they have given way.

13
1 This is the third time that I am coming to you. From the mouth of two

or three witnesses will every word be made certain. 2 I said before, and still
say it before I come, as being present for the second time, though I am still
away from you, to those who have done wrong before, and to all the others,
that if I come again I will not have pity; 3 Seeing that you are looking for a
sign of Christ giving out his word in me; who is not feeble in relation to you,
but is strong in you: 4 For he was feeble in that he was put to death on the
cross, but he is living by the power of God. And we are feeble in him, but we
will be livingwith him through the power of God in relation to you. 5Make a
test of yourselves, if you are in the faith; make certain of yourselves. Or are
you not conscious in yourselves that Jesus Christ is in you, if you are truly
Christ's? 6 But it is my hope that you will have no doubt that we are truly
Christ's. 7Nowour prayer to God is that youmay do no evil; not in order that
it may be put to our credit, but so that you may do what is right, whatever
we may seem. 8Because we are able to do nothing against what is true, but
only for it. 9 For we are glad when we are feeble and you are strong: and
this is our prayer, even that you may be made complete. 10 For this cause I
am writing these things while I am away, so that there may be need for me,
when I am present, to make use of sharp measures, by the authority which
the Lord has given me for building up and not for destruction. 11Let this be
my last word, brothers; be glad; be complete; be comforted; be of the same
mind; be at peace with one another: and the God of love and peace will be
with you. 12 Give one another a holy kiss. 13 All the saints send their love
to you. 14 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
harmony of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.



Galatians 1:1 1121 Galatians 2:5

Paul’s Letter to the Galatians
1Paul, an Apostle (not frommen, and not throughman, but through Jesus

Christ, and God the Father, who made him come back from the dead), 2And
all the brothers who are with me, to the churches of Galatia: 3Grace to you
andpeace fromGod theFather andourLord Jesus Christ, 4Whogavehimself
for our sins, so that hemightmake us free from this present evil world, after
the purpose of our God and Father: 5 To whom be the glory for ever and
ever. So be it. 6 I am surprised that you are being so quickly turned away
from him whose word came to you in the grace of Christ, to good news of
a different sort; 7Which is not another sort: only there are some who give
you trouble, desiring to make changes in the good news of Christ. 8But even
if we, or an angel from heaven, were to be a preacher to you of good news
other than that which we have given you, let there be a curse on him. 9As
we have said before, so say I now again, If any man is a preacher to you of
any good news other than that which has been given to you, let there be a
curse on him. 10 Am I now using arguments to men, or God? or is it my
desire to give men pleasure? if I was still pleasing men, I would not be a
servant of Christ. 11 Because I say to you, my brothers, that the good news
of which I was the preacher is not man's. 12 For I did not get it from man,
and I was not given teaching in it, but it came to me through revelation of
Jesus Christ. 13 For news has come to you of my way of life in the past in
the Jews' religion, how I was cruel without measure to the church of God,
and did great damage to it: 14 And I went farther in the Jews' religion than
a number of my generation amongmy countrymen, having amore burning
interest in the beliefs handed down frommy fathers. 15But when it was the
good pleasure of God, by whom I was marked out even from my mother's
body, through his grace, 16 To give the revelation of his Son in me, so that I
might give the news of him to the Gentiles; then I did not take the opinion of
fleshandblood, 17And Iwentnot up to Jerusalem to thosewhowereApostles
beforeme; but I went away into Arabia, and again I came back to Damascus.
18Then after three years Iwent up to Jerusalem to see Cephas, andwas there
withhimfifteendays. 19But of theotherApostles I sawonly James, theLord's
brother. 20Now God is witness that the things which I amwriting to you are
true. 21 Then I came to the parts of Syria and Cilicia. 22And the churches of
Judaea which were in Christ still had no knowledge of my face or person:
23Only it came to their ears that he who at one time was cruel to us is now
preaching the faithwhich before had been attacked byhim; 24And they gave
glory to God inme.

2
1Then after the space of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalemwith

Barnabas, taking Titus with me. 2 And I went up by revelation; and I put
before them the good news which I was preaching among the Gentiles, but
privately before thosewhowere of good name, so that theworkwhich I was
or had been doing might not be without effect. 3 But not even Titus who
was with me, being a Greek, was made to undergo circumcision: 4And that
because of the false brothers let in secretly, who came searching out our free
condition which we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might make servants
of us; 5 To whom we gave way not even for an hour; so that the true words
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of the good news might still be with you. 6 But from those who seemed to
be important (whatever theywere has noweightwithme: God does not take
man's person into account): thosewho seemed to be important gave nothing
new to me; 7 But, quite the opposite, when they saw that I had been made
responsible for preaching the good news to those without circumcision,
even as Peter had been for those of the circumcision 8 (Because he who was
working in Peter as the Apostle of the circumcision was working no less in
me among the Gentiles); 9When they saw the grace which was given to me,
James and Cephas and John, who had the name of being pillars, gave to me
andBarnabas their right hands as friends so thatwemight go to theGentiles,
and they to the circumcision; 10Only it was their desire that we would give
thought to the poor; which very thing I hadmuch inmind to do. 11But when
Cephas came to Antioch, I made a protest against him to his face, because
he was clearly in the wrong. 12 For before certain men came from James,
he did take food with the Gentiles: but when they came, he went back and
made himself separate, fearing those who were of the circumcision. 13And
the rest of the Jews went after him, so that even Barnabas was overcome
by their false ways. 14 But when I saw that they were not living uprightly
in agreement with the true words of the good news, I said to Cephas before
them all, If you, being a Jew, are living like the Gentiles, and not like the
Jews, how will you make the Gentiles do the same as the Jews? 15We being
Jews by birth, and not sinners of the Gentiles, 16Being conscious that a man
does not get righteousness by theworks of the law, but through faith in Jesus
Christ, we had faith in Christ Jesus, so that we might get righteousness by
faith in Christ, and not by the works of the law: because by the works of the
law will no flesh get righteousness. 17 But if, while we were desiring to get
righteousness through Christ, we ourselveswere seen to be sinners, is Christ
a servant of sin? In no way! 18For if I put up again those things which I gave
to destruction, I am seen to be a wrongdoer. 19 For I, through the law, have
become dead to the law, so that I might be living to God. 20 I have been put to
death on the crosswith Christ; still I am living; no longer I, but Christ is living
inme; and that lifewhich I nowam living in the flesh I am living by faith, the
faith of the Son of God, who in love forme, gave himself up forme. 21 I do not
make the grace of God of no effect: because if righteousness is through the
law, then Christ was put to death for nothing.

3
1 O foolish Galatians, by what strange powers have you been tricked, to

whomitwasmadeclear that JesusChristwasput todeathon thecross? 2Give
me an answer to this one question, Did the Spirit come to you through the
works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 3 Are you so foolish? having
made a start in the Spirit, will you now bemade complete in the flesh? 4Did
you undergo such a number of things to no purpose? if it is in fact to no
purpose. 5Hewho gives you the Spirit, and doesworks of power among you,
is it by the works of law, or by the hearing of faith? 6 Even as Abraham had
faith in God, and it was put to his account as righteousness. 7 Be certain,
then, that those who are of faith, the same are sons of Abraham. 8 And
the holy Writings, seeing before the event that God would give the Gentiles
righteousness by faith, gave the good news before to Abraham, saying, In
youwill all the nations have a blessing. 9So then thosewho are of faith have
a part in the blessing of Abraham who was full of faith. 10 For all who are
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of the works of the law are under a curse: because it is said in the Writings,
A curse is on everyone who does not keep on doing all the things which are
ordered in the book of the law. 11Now that noman gets righteousness by the
law in the eyes of God, is clear; because, The upright will be living by faith.
12And the law is not of faith; but, He who does them will have life by them.
13Christ has made us free from the curse of the law, having become a curse
for us: because it is said in the Writings, A curse on everyone who is put to
death byhanging ona tree: 14So that on theGentilesmight come theblessing
of Abraham in Christ Jesus; in order that we through faith might have the
SpiritwhichGodhadundertaken to give. 15Brothers, asmenwould say, even
a man's agreement, when it has been made certain, may not be put on one
side, or have additionsmade to it. 16Now toAbrahamwere theundertakings
given, and to his seed. He says not, And to seeds, as of a great number; but
as of one, he says, And to your seed, which is Christ. 17Now this I say: The
law, which came four hundred and thirty years after, does not put an end to
the agreement made before by God, so as to make the undertaking without
effect. 18Because if the heritage is by the law, it is no longer dependent on the
wordofGod; butGodgave it toAbrahambyhisword. 19What then is the law?
It was an addition made because of sin, till the coming of the seed to whom
the undertaking had been given; and it was ordered through angels by the
hand of a go-between. 20Now a go-between is not a go-between of one; but
God is one. 21 Is the law then against thewords of God? in noway; because if
there had been a law which was able to give life, truly righteousness would
havebeenby the law. 22However, theholyWritingshaveput all thingsunder
sin, so that that for which God gave the undertaking, based on faith in Jesus
Christ, might be given to thosewho have such faith. 23But before faith came,
we were kept in prison under the law, waiting for the revelation of the faith
which was to come. 24 So the law has been a servant to take us to Christ, so
that wemight have righteousness by faith. 25But now that faith is come, we
are no longer under a servant. 26 Because you are all sons of God through
faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For all those of you who were given baptism into
Christ did put on Christ. 28 There is no Jew or Greek, servant or free, male
or female: because you are all one in Jesus Christ. 29And if you are Christ's,
then you are Abraham's seed, and yours is the heritage by the right of God's
undertaking given to Abraham.

4
1But I say that as long as the son is a child, he is in no way different from

a servant, though he is lord of all; 2 But is under keepers and managers till
the time fixed by the father. 3 So we, when we were young, were kept under
the first rules of the world; 4 But when the time had come, God sent out his
Son, made of awoman,made under the law, 5That hemightmake them free
whowere under the law, and that wemight be given the place of sons. 6And
because you are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
saying, Abba, Father. 7So that you are no longer a servant, but a son; and if a
son, then theheritageofGod is yours. 8Butat that time, havingnoknowledge
of God, you were servants to those who by right are no gods: 9But now that
you have come to have knowledge of God, ormore truly, God has knowledge
of you, how is it that you go back again to the poor and feeble first things,
desiring to be servants to them again? 10 You keep days, and months, and
fixed times, and years. 11 I am in fear of you, that I may have been working
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for you to no purpose. 12My desire for you, brothers, is that you may be as
I am, because I am as you are. You have done me no wrong; 13But you have
knowledge that with a feeble body I was preaching the good news to you
the first time; 14And you did not have a poor opinion of me because of the
trouble in my flesh, or put shame on it; but you tookme to your hearts as an
angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. 15Where then is that happy condition of
yours? because I give you witness, that, if possible, you would have taken
out your eyes and given them to me. 16 So then am I no longer your friend,
because I give you true words? 17Their interest in you is not good; but their
desire is that you may be shut out, so that you may go after them. 18 But it
is good to have an interest in a good cause at all times, and not only when
I am present with you. 19My children, of whom I am again in birth-pains
till Christ is formed in you, 20Truly my desire is to be present with you now,
using a changed voice; for I am troubled about you. 21Say, youwhose desire
it is to be under the law, do you not give ear to the law? 22Because it is in the
Writings, thatAbrahamhad twosons, oneby the servant-woman, andoneby
the freewoman. 23Now the son by the servant-womanhas his birth after the
flesh; but the sonby the freewomanhashis birth through theundertakingof
God. 24Which things have a secret sense; because these women are the two
agreements; one from themountain of Sinai, giving birth to servants, which
is Hagar. 25Now this Hagar is themountain Sinai in Arabia, and is the image
of the Jerusalem which now is: which is a servant with her children. 26But
the Jerusalem on high is free, which is ourmother. 27For it is in theWritings,
Youwho have never given birth, be glad; give cries of joy, youwho have had
nobirth-pains; for the childrenofherwhohasbeengivenupbyherhusband
aremore than those of thewomanwho has a husband. 28Nowwe, brothers,
as Isaac was, are the children of the undertaking of God. 29 But as in those
days he who had birth after the flesh was cruel to him who had birth after
the Spirit, even so it is now. 30What then do theWritings say? Send away the
servant-woman and her son; for the son of the servant-womanwill not have
a part in the heritage with the son of the free woman. 31So, brothers, we are
not children of the servant-woman, but of the free woman.

5
1 Christ has truly made us free: then keep your free condition and let no

man put a yoke on you again. 2 See, I Paul say to you, that if you undergo
circumcision, Christ will be of no use to you. 3 Yes, I give witness again to
every man who undergoes circumcision, that he will have to keep all the
law. 4You are cut off from Christ, you who would have righteousness by the
law; you are turned away from grace. 5 For we through the Spirit by faith
are waiting for the hope of righteousness. 6 Because in Christ Jesus, having
circumcision or not having circumcision are equally of no profit; but only
faith working through love. 7You were going on well; who was the cause of
yournot giving ear towhat is true? 8This readybelief did not come fromhim
whohadmadeyouhis. 9A little leavenmakesa change inall themass. 10 I am
certain about you in theLord, that youwill be of noothermind; but hewho is
troubling youwill have his punishment, whoever he is. 11But I, brothers, if I
am still preaching circumcision, why am I still attacked? then has the shame
of the cross been taken away. 12My desire is that they who give you trouble
might even be cut off themselves. 13 Because you, brothers, were marked
out to be free; only do not make use of your free condition to give the flesh
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its chance, but through love be servants one to another. 14 For all the law is
made complete in one word, even in this, Have love for your neighbour as
for yourself. 15 But if you are given to fighting with one another, take care
that you are not the cause of destruction one to another. 16 But I say, Go on
in the Spirit, and you will not come under the rule of the evil desires of the
flesh. 17For the flesh has desires against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh; because these are opposite the one to the other; so that youmay not do
the thingswhich you have amind to do. 18But if you are guided by the Spirit,
you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are clear, which
are these: evil desire, unclean things, wrong use of the senses, 20Worship of
images, use of strange powers, hates, fighting, desire for what another has,
angry feelings, attempts to get the better of others, divisions, false teachings,
21Envy, uncontrolled drinking and feasting, and such things: of which I give
you word clearly, even as I did in the past, that they who do such things will
have no part in the kingdom of God. 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, a quiet mind, kind acts, well-doing, faith, 23Gentle behaviour, control
over desires: against such there is no law. 24And thosewho are Christ's have
put to death on the cross the flesh with its passions and its evil desires. 25 If
we are living by the Spirit, by the Spirit let us be guided. 26Let us not be full
of self-glory, making one another angry, having envy of one another.

6
1Brothers, if a man is taken in any wrongdoing, you who are of the Spirit

will put suchaone right in a spirit of love; keepingwatchonyourself, for fear
that you yourselfmay be tested. 2Take on yourselves one another's troubles,
and so keep the law of Christ. 3For if a man has an idea that he is something
when he is nothing, he is tricked by himself. 4 But let every man make test
of his work, and then will his cause for glory be in himself only, and not in
his neighbour. 5 Because every man is responsible for his part of the work.
6But let himwhogets teaching in theword give a part in all good things to his
teacher. 7Be not tricked; God is not made sport of: for whatever seed a man
puts in, that will he get back as grain. 8 Because he who puts in the seed of
the fleshwill of the flesh get the reward of death; but hewho puts in the seed
of the Spirit will of the Spirit get the reward of eternal life. 9And let us not
get tired of well-doing; for at the right time we will get in the grain, if we do
not give way to weariness. 10 So then, as we have the chance, let us do good
to all men, and specially to thosewho are of the family of the faith. 11See the
size of the handwriting which I myself have made use of in writing to you.
12 Those who have the desire to seem important in the flesh, put force on
you to undergo circumcision; only that they may not be attacked because of
the cross of Christ. 13Because even those who undergo circumcision do not
themselves keep the law; but theywould have you undergo circumcision, so
that theymay have glory in your flesh. 14But far be it fromme to have glory
in anything, but only in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which
this world has come to an end on the cross for me, and I for it. 15For having
circumcision is nothing, and not having circumcision is nothing, but only a
new order of existence. 16And on all who are guided by this rule be peace
and mercy, and on the Israel of God. 17 From this time on let no man be a
trouble to me; because my body is marked with the marks of Jesus. 18 The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. So be it.
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Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians
1 Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus by the purpose of God, to the saints who

are at Ephesus, and those who have faith in Christ Jesus: 2Grace to you and
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 Praise be to the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us every blessing of the
Spirit in the heavens in Christ: 4 Even as he made selection of us in him
from the first, so that we might be holy and free from all evil before him in
love: 5Aswewere designed before by him for the position of sons to himself,
through Jesus Christ, in the good pleasure of his purpose, 6 To the praise of
the glory of his grace, which he freely gave to us in the LovedOne: 7 Inwhom
wehave salvation throughhis blood, the forgiveness of our sins, through the
wealth of his grace, 8Which he gave us in full measure in all wisdom and
care; 9Having made clear to us the secret of his purpose, in agreement with
the design which he had in mind, to put into his hands 10 The ordering of
the times when they are complete, so that all things might come to a head in
Christ, the things in heaven and the things on the earth; in him, I say, 11 In
whom we have a heritage, being marked out from the first in his purpose
who does all things in agreement with his designs; 12 So that his glory might
have praise through uswho first had hope in Christ: 13 In whom you, having
been given the trueword, the goodnews of your salvation, and through your
faith in him, were given the sign of the Holy Spirit of hope, 14Which is the
first-fruit of our heritage, till God gets back that which is his, to the praise
of his glory. 15 For this cause I, having had news of the faith in the Lord
Jesuswhich is among you, andwhich youmake clear to all the saints, 16Give
praise without end for you, keeping you in mind in my prayers; 17 That the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him; 18And that having the eyes
of your heart full of light, youmay have knowledge ofwhat is the hope of his
purpose, what is the wealth of the glory of his heritage in the saints, 19And
how unlimited is his power to us who have faith, as is seen in the working
of the strength of his power, 20Bywhich hemade Christ come back from the
dead, and gave him a place at his right hand in heaven, 21 Far over all rule
and authority and power and every name which is named, not only in the
present order, but in thatwhich is to come: 22Andhehas put all things under
his feet, and hasmade him to be head over all things to the church, 23Which
is his body, the full measure of him in whom all things are made complete.

2
1 And to you did he give life, when you were dead through your wrong-

doing and sins, 2 In which you were living in the past, after the ways of this
presentworld, doing thepleasure of the lord of the power of the air, the spirit
who is now working in those who go against the purpose of God; 3 Among
whomwe all at one timewere living in the pleasures of our flesh, givingway
to the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and the punishment of God was
waiting for us even as for the rest. 4But God, being full ofmercy, through the
great love which he had for us, 5Evenwhenwewere dead through our sins,
gave us life together with Christ (by grace you have salvation), 6 So that we
came back from death with him, and are seated with him in the heavens, in
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Christ Jesus; 7 That in the time to come he might make clear the full wealth
of his grace in his mercy to us in Christ Jesus: 8 Because by grace you have
salvation through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is given by God: 9Not
by works, so that no man may take glory to himself. 10 For by his act we
weregivenexistence inChrist Jesus todo thosegoodworkswhichGodbefore
made ready for us so that we might do them. 11 For this reason keep it in
mind that in thepast you, theGentiles in theflesh,whoare lookedonasbeing
outside the circumcision by thosewho have circumcision, in the flesh, made
byhands; 12That youwere at that timewithout Christ, being cut off fromany
part in Israel's rights as a nation, having no part in God's agreement, having
no hope, and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who
at one time were far off are made near in the blood of Christ. 14 For he is
our peace, who has made the two into one, and by whom the middle wall
of division has been broken down, 15Having in his flesh put an end to that
whichmade the division between us, even the lawwith its rules and orders,
so that hemightmake in himself, of the two, one newman, somaking peace;
16And that the twomight come intoagreementwithGod inonebody through
the cross, so putting an end to that division. 17And he came preaching peace
to youwhowere far off, and to thosewhowere near; 18Because throughhim
the two of us are able to come near in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you
are no longer as those who have no part or place in the kingdom of God, but
you are numbered among the saints, and of the family of God, 20Resting on
the base of the Apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the chief
keystone, 21 In whom all the building, rightly joined together, comes to be
a holy house of God in the Lord; 22 In whom you, with the rest, are united
together as a living-place of God in the Spirit.

3
1For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles, 2 If that

ordering of the grace of God has come to your knowledge, which was given
to me for you, 3How by revelation the secret was made clear to me, as I said
before in a short letter, 4By the reading of which you will be clear about my
knowledge of the secret of Christ; 5Which in other generationswasnot given
to the sons of men, but the revelation of it has now been made to his holy
Apostles and prophets in the Spirit; 6Which is that the Gentiles have a part
in the heritage, and in the samebody, and in the samehope in Christ through
the good news, 7Of which I was made a preacher, through that grace of God
which was given to me in the measure of the working of his power. 8To me,
who am less than the least of all the saints, was this grace given, so that I
might make clear to the Gentiles the good news of the unending wealth of
Christ: 9Andmake all men seewhat is the ordering of the secret which from
thefirst hasbeenkept inGodwhomadeall things; 10So that now to the rulers
and the authorities in the heavens might be made clear through the church
the wide-shining wisdom of God, 11Which is seen in his eternal purpose in
Christ Jesus our Lord: 12Bywhomwecomenear toGodwithout fear through
faith inhim. 13For this reason it ismyprayer that youmaynot become feeble
because of my troubles for you, which are your glory. 14 For this cause I go
down onmy knees before the Father, 15Fromwhom every family in heaven
and on earth is named, 16That in the wealth of his glory he would make you
strong with power through his Spirit in your hearts; 17 So that Christ may
have his place in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and
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based in love, 18May have strength to see with all the saints how wide and
long and high and deep it is, 19And to have knowledge of the love of Christ
which is outside all knowledge, so that you may be made complete as God
himself is complete. 20Now to him who is able to do in full measure more
than all our desires or thoughts, through the power which is working in us,
21To him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations for
ever and ever. So be it.

4
1 I then, theprisoner in theLord,make this request frommyheart, that you

will see that your behaviour is a credit to the position which God's purpose
has given you, 2With all gentle and quiet behaviour, takingwhatever comes,
putting up with one another in love; 3 Taking care to keep the harmony of
the Spirit in the yoke of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, even as
you have been marked out by God in the one hope of his purpose for you;
5One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6One God and Father of all, who is over
all, and through all, and in all. 7But to every one of us has grace been given
in the measure of the giving of Christ. 8 For this reason he says, He went up
on high, taking his prisoners with him, and gave freely to men. 9 (Now this,
He went up, what is it but that he first went down into the lower parts of the
earth? 10Hewhowentdown is the samewhowentup faroverall theheavens
so that hemight make all things complete.) 11And he gave some as Apostles,
and some, prophets; and some, preachers of the goodnews; and some to give
care and teaching; 12For the training of the saints as servants in the church,
for the building up of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come to the harmony
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to full growth, to the
fullmeasure of Christ: 14So thatwemay be no longer children, sent this way
and that, turned about by every wind of teaching, by the twisting and tricks
of men, by the deceits of error; 15 But saying true words in love, may come
to full growth in him, who is the head, even Christ; 16Through whom all the
body, being rightly formed and united together, by the full working of every
part, is increased to the building up of itself in love. 17 This I say, then, and
givewitness in theLord, thatyouare togono longer in thewayof theGentiles
whose minds are turned to that which has no profit, 18Whose thoughts are
dark, towhom the life ofGod is strangebecause they arewithout knowledge,
and their hearts have been made hard; 19 Who having no more power of
feeling, have given themselves up to evil passions, to do all unclean things
with overmuch desire. 20 For this was not the teaching of Christ which was
given to you; 21 If in fact you gave ear to him, and were given teaching in
him, even as what is true is made clear in Jesus: 22That you are to put away,
in relation to your earlier way of life, the old man, which has become evil
by love of deceit; 23And be made new in the spirit of your mind, 24And put
on the new man, to which God has given life, in righteousness and a true
and holy way of living. 25And so, putting away false words, let everyone say
what is true to his neighbour: for we are parts one of another. 26 Be angry
without doing wrong; let not the sun go down on your wrath; 27And do not
give way to the Evil One. 28 Let him who was a thief be so no longer, but let
him do good work with his hands, so that he may have something to give to
himwho is in need. 29Let no evil talk come out of yourmouth, but onlywhat
is good for giving necessary teaching, and for grace to those who give ear.
30And do not give grief to the Holy Spirit of God, bywhom youweremarked
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for the day of salvation. 31 Let all bitter, sharp and angry feeling, and noise,
and evil words, be put away from you, with all unkind acts; 32And be kind to
one another, full of pity, having forgiveness for one another, even as God in
Christ had forgiveness for you.

5
1 Let it then be your desire to be like God, as well-loved children; 2 And

be living in love, even as Christ had love for you, and gave himself up for
us, an offering to God for a perfume of a sweet smell. 3 But evil acts of the
flesh and all unclean things, or desire for others' property, let it not even be
named among you, as is right for saints; 4And let there be no low behaviour,
or foolish talk, or words said in sport, which are not right, but in place of
them the giving of praise. 5Being certain of this, that nomanwho gives way
to the passions of the flesh, no unclean person, or one who has desire for
the property of others, or who gives worship to images, has any heritage
in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Do not be turned from the right way
by foolish words; for because of these things the punishment of God comes
on those who do not put themselves under him. 7Have no part with such
men; 8 For you at one time were dark, but now are light in the Lord: let
your behaviour be that of children of light 9 (Because the fruit of the light
is in all righteousness and in everything which is good and true), 10 Testing
by experience what is well-pleasing to the Lord; 11 And have no company
with the works of the dark, which give no fruit, but make their true quality
clear; 12 For the things which are done by them in secret it is shame even to
put into words. 13 But all things, when their true quality is seen, are made
clear by the light: because everythingwhich ismade clear is light. 14For this
reason he says, Be awake, you who are sleeping, and come up from among
the dead, and Christ will be your light. 15Take care then how you are living,
not as unwise, but as wise; 16Making good use of the time, because the days
are evil. 17 For this reason, then, do not be foolish, but be conscious of the
Lord's pleasure. 18 And do not take overmuch wine by which one may be
overcome, but be full of the Spirit; 19 Joining with one another in holy songs
of praise and of the Spirit, using your voice in songs and making melody in
yourheart to theLord; 20Givingpraiseatall times forall things in thenameof
our Lord Jesus Christ, to God, even the Father; 21Letting yourselves be ruled
by one another in the fear of Christ. 22Wives, be under the authority of your
husbands, as of the Lord. 23For the husband is the head of thewife, as Christ
is the head of the church, being himself the saviour of the body. 24 And as
the church is under Christ's authority, so let wives be under the rule of their
husbands in all things. 25Husbands, have love for yourwives, even as Christ
had love for the church, and gave himself for it; 26 So that he might make it
holy, having made it clean with the washing of water by the word, 27 And
might take it for himself, a church full of glory, not having one mark or fold
or any such thing; but that it might be holy and complete. 28 Even so it is
right for husbands to have love for their wives as for their bodies. He who
has love for his wife has love for himself: 29 For no man ever had hate for
his flesh; but he gives it food and takes care of it, even as Christ does for the
church; 30 Because we are parts of his body. 31 For this cause will a man go
away from his father andmother and be joined to his wife, and the two will
become one flesh. 32 This is a great secret: but my words are about Christ
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and the church. 33But do you, everyone, have love for his wife, even as for
himself; and let the wife see that she has respect for her husband.

6
1 Children, do what is ordered by your fathers and mothers in the Lord:

for this is right. 2Give honour to your father and mother (which is the first
rule having a reward), 3 So that all may be well for you, and your life may
be long on the earth. 4And, you fathers, do not make your children angry:
but give them training in the teaching and fear of the Lord. 5 Servants, do
what is ordered by those who are your natural masters, having respect and
fear for them,with all your heart, as to Christ; 6Not only under yourmaster's
eye, as pleasers of men; but as servants of Christ, doing the pleasure of God
from the heart; 7 Doing your work readily, as to the Lord, and not to men:
8 In the knowledge that for every good thing anyone does, he will have his
reward from the Lord, If he is a servant or if he is free. 9And, youmasters, do
the same things to them, not making use of violent words: in the knowledge
that their Master and yours is in heaven, and he has no respect for a man's
position. 10 Lastly, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his power.
11 Take up God's instruments of war, so that you may be able to keep your
position against all the deceits of the Evil One. 12 For our fight is not against
flesh andblood, but against authorities andpowers, against theworld-rulers
of this dark night, against the spirits of evil in the heavens. 13For this reason
take up all the arms of God, so that you may be able to be strong in the evil
day, and, having done all, to keep your place. 14Take your place, then, having
your body clothed with the true word, and having put on the breastplate of
righteousness; 15Be readywith the goodnews of peace as shoes on your feet;
16Andmost of all, using faith as a cover to keep off all the flaming arrows of
the Evil One. 17And take salvation for your head-dress and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God: 18With prayers and deep desires, making
requests at all times in the Spirit, and keeping watch, with strong purpose,
in prayer for all the saints, 19And for me, that words may be given to me in
the opening of my mouth, to make clear without fear the secret of the good
news, 20Forwhich Iamarepresentative in chains, and that Imaysaywithout
fear the things which it is right for me to say. 21 But so that you may have
knowledge of my business, and how I am, Tychicus, the well-loved brother
and tested servant in the Lord, will give you news of all things: 22Whom I
have sent to you for this very purpose, so that you may have knowledge of
our position, and that he may give comfort to your hearts. 23Peace be to the
brothers, and lovewith faith, fromGod the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
24Grace be with all those who have true love for our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Paul’s Letter to the Philippians

1Paul and Timothy, servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus
at Philippi, with the Bishops and Deacons of the church: 2Grace to you and
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 I give praise to my
God at every memory of you, 4And in all my prayers for you all, making my
requestwith joy, 5Because of your help in giving the goodnews from thefirst
day till now; 6 For I am certain of this very thing, that he by whom the good
workwas started in youwillmake it complete till the day of Jesus Christ: 7So
it is right forme to take thought for you all in this way, because I have you in
myheart; for inmychains, and inmyargumentsbefore the judges in support
of the good news, making clear that it is true, you all have your part with
me in grace. 8 For God is my witness, how my love goes out to you all in the
lovingmercies of Christ Jesus. 9Andmy prayer is that youmay be increased
more and more in knowledge and experience; 10 So that you may give your
approval to the best things; that you may be true and without wrongdoing
till the day of Christ; 11 Being full of the fruits of righteousness, which are
through JesusChrist, to thegloryandpraiseofGod. 12Nowit ismypurpose to
make clear to you, brothers, that the cause of the good news has been helped
bymyexperiences; 13So that it became clear through all the Praetorium, and
to all the rest, that I was a prisoner on account of Christ; 14And most of the
brothers in the Lord, taking heart because of my chains, are all the stronger
togive thewordofGodwithout fear. 15ThoughsomearepreachingChrist out
of envy and competition, others do it out of a good heart: 16These do it from
love, conscious that I am responsible for the cause of the good news: 17 But
those are preaching Christ in a spirit of competition, not from their hearts,
butwith the purpose of givingme pain inmy prison. 18What then? only that
in everyway, falsely or truly, the preaching of Christ goes on; and in this I am
glad, andwill be glad. 19For I am conscious that this will be formy salvation,
through your prayer and the giving out of the stored wealth of the Spirit of
Jesus Christ, 20 In the measure of my strong hope and belief that in nothing
will I be put to shame, but thatwithout fear, as at all times, so nowwill Christ
have glory inmybody, by life or by death. 21For tome life is Christ and death
is profit. 22But if I go on living in the flesh— if this is the fruit of mywork—
then I do not see what decision to make. 23 I am in a hard position between
the two, having a desire to go away and be with Christ, which is very much
better: 24 Still, to go on in the flesh is more necessary because of you. 25And
being certain of this, I am conscious that I will go on, yes, and go onwith you
all, for your growth and joy in the faith; 26 So that your pride in me may be
increased in Christ Jesus through my being present with you again. 27Only
let your behaviour do credit to the good news of Christ, so that if I come and
see you or if I am away fromyou, Imay have news of you that you are strong
in one spirit, working together with one soul for the faith of the good news;
28Having no fear of those who are against you; which is a clear sign of their
destruction, but of your salvation, and that fromGod; 29Because to you it has
been given in the cause of Christ not only to have faith in him, but to undergo
painonhis account: 30Fighting the samefightwhichyou saw inme, andnow
have word of in me.
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2
1 If then there is any comfort in Christ, any help given by love, any uniting

of hearts in the Spirit, any loving mercies and pity, 2Make my joy complete
by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in harmony and
of one mind; 3Doing nothing through envy or through pride, but with low
thoughts of self let everyone take others to be better than himself; 4 Not
looking everyone to his private good, but keeping in mind the things of
others. 5Let thismindbe inyouwhichwas inChrist Jesus, 6Towhom, though
himself in the form of God, it did not seem that to take for oneself was to be
likeGod; 7Buthemadehimself asnothing, taking the formofa servant, being
made like men; 8And being seen in form as a man, he took the lowest place,
and let himself be put to death, even the death of the cross. 9For this reason
God has put him in the highest place and has given to him the name which
is greater than every name; 10 So that at the name of Jesus every knee may
be bent, of those in heaven and those on earth and those in the underworld,
11 And that every tongue may give witness that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father. 12 So then, my loved ones, as you have at all times
donewhat I say, not onlywhen I ampresent, but nowmuchmorewhen I am
notwith you, give yourselves toworking out your salvationwith fear in your
hearts; 13For it isGodwho is the causeof yourdesires andof youracts, forhis
goodpleasure. 14Doall thingswithout protests andarguments; 15So that you
may be holy and gentle, children of God without sin in a twisted and foolish
generation, among whom you are seen as lights in the world, 16Offering the
word of life; so that I may have glory in you in the day of Christ, because my
running was not for nothing and my work was not without effect. 17 And
even if I am offered like a drink offering, giving myself for the cause and
work of your faith, I am glad and have joy with you all: 18And in the same
way do you be glad and have a part in my joy. 19But I am hoping in the Lord
Jesus to send Timothy to you before long, so that I may be comforted when I
have news of you. 20For I have noman of likemindwhowill truly have care
for you. 21 For they all go after what is theirs, not after the things of Christ.
22 But his quality is clear to you; how, as a child is to its father, so he was a
help to me in the work of the good news. 23Him then I am hoping to send as
quickly as possible, when I am able to see how things will go for me: 24But I
have faith in the Lord that I myself will come before long. 25But it seemed to
me necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, who has taken part
withme in theworkand in thefight, andyour servant, sent byyou forhelp in
my need; 26Because his heart was with you all, and he was greatly troubled
because you hadnews that hewas ill: 27For in fact hewas ill almost to death:
but God had mercy on him; and not only on him but on me, so that I might
not have grief on grief. 28 I have sent him, then, themore gladly, so thatwhen
you see him again, you may be happy and I may have the less sorrow. 29 So
take him to your hearts in the Lord with all joy, and give honour to such as
he is: 30Because for the work of Christ he was near to death, putting his life
in danger to make your care for me complete.

3
1For the rest, my brothers, be glad in the Lord. Writing the same things to

you is no trouble tome, and for you it is safe. 2Be on the watch against dogs,
against theworkers of evil, against thoseof the circumcision: 3Forweare the
circumcision, who give worship to God and have glory in Jesus Christ, and
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haveno faith in theflesh: 4Even though Imyselfmighthave faith in theflesh:
if any other man has reason to have faith in the flesh, I have more: 5 Being
given circumcision on the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, aHebrewofHebrews; in relation to the law, a Pharisee: 6 In bitter
hate I was cruel to the church; I kept all the righteousness of the law to the
last detail. 7 But those things which were profit to me, I gave up for Christ.
8 Yes truly, and I am ready to give up all things for the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord, which is more than all: for whom I have undergone the loss
of all things, and to me they are less than nothing, so that I may have Christ
as my reward, 9And be seen in him, not having my righteousness which is
of the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which
is of God by faith: 10That I may have knowledge of him, and of the power of
his coming back from the dead, and a part with him in his pains, becoming
like him in his death; 11 If in any way I may have the reward of life from the
dead. 12Not as if I had even now got the reward or beenmade complete: but
I go on in the hope that I may come to the knowledge of that for which I was
made the servant of Christ Jesus. 13Brothers, it is clear to me that I have not
come to that knowledge; but one thing I do, letting go those things which are
past, and stretching out to the things which are before, 14 I go forward to the
mark, even the reward of the high purpose of God in Christ Jesus. 15Then let
us all, who have come to full growth, be of this mind: and if in anything you
are of a differentmind, even thiswill Godmake clear to you: 16Only, as far as
we have got, let us be guided by the same rule. 17Brothers, take me as your
example, and take note of those who are walking after the example we have
given. 18 For there are those, of whom I have given you word before, and
do so now with sorrow, who are haters of the cross of Christ; 19Whose end
is destruction, whose god is the stomach, and whose glory is in their shame,
whose minds are fixed on the things of the earth. 20 For our country is in
heaven; from where the Saviour for whom we are waiting will come, even
the Lord Jesus Christ: 21Bywhom this poor body of ourswill be changed into
the image of the body of his glory, in themeasure of theworking bywhich he
is able to put all things under himself.

4
1 So my brothers, well loved and very dear to me, my joy and crown, be

strong in the Lord, my loved ones. 2 I make request to Euodias and Syntyche
to be of the samemind in the Lord. 3And I make request to you, true helper
inmywork, to see to the needs of thosewomenwho took part withme in the
good news, with Clement and the rest of my brother-workers whose names
are in the book of life. 4Be glad in the Lord at all times: again I say, Be glad.
5 Let your gentle behaviour be clear to all men. The Lord is near. 6 Have
no cares; but in everything with prayer and praise put your requests before
God. 7And the peace of God, which is deeper than all knowledge, will keep
your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 8For the rest, my brothers, whatever
things are true, whatever things have honour, whatever things are upright,
whatever things are holy, whatever things are beautiful, whatever things
are of value, if there is any virtue and if there is any praise, give thought to
these things. 9The things which came to you bymy teaching and preaching,
and which you saw inme, these things do, and the God of peace will be with
you. 10But I am very glad in the Lord that your care for me has come to life
again; though you did in fact take thought for me, but you were not able
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to give effect to it. 11 But I will not say anything about my needs, for I am
able, wherever I am, to be dependent on myself. 12 It is the same to me if I
am looked down on or honoured; everywhere and in all things I have the
secret of how to be full and how to go without food; how to have wealth and
how to be in need. 13 I am able to do all things through him who gives me
strength. 14But you didwell to have care forme inmyneed. 15And you have
knowledge, Philippians, that when the good news first came to you, when I
went away fromMacedonia, no church took part with me in the business of
giving to the saints, but you only; 16 Because even in Thessalonica you sent
once and again tome inmyneed. 17Not that I am looking for an offering, but
for fruit which may be put to your credit. 18 I have all things and more than
enough: I am made full, having had from Epaphroditus the things which
came from you, a perfume of a sweet smell, an offeringwell pleasing to God.
19AndmyGodwill give you all you have need of from thewealth of his glory
in Christ Jesus. 20Now to God our Father be glory for ever and ever. So be
it. 21Give words of love to every saint in Christ Jesus. The brothers who are
withme send you their love. 22All the saints send their love to you, specially
thosewho are of Caesar's house. 23The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ bewith
your spirit.
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Paul’s Letter to the Colossians

1 Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, by the purpose of God, and Timothy our
brother, 2To the saints and true brothers in Christ at Colossae: Grace to you
andpeace fromGodourFather. 3Wegivepraise toGod theFatherof ourLord
Jesus Christ, making prayer for you at all times, 4After hearing of your faith
inChrist Jesus, andof the lovewhichyouhave for all the saints, 5Through the
hope which is in store for you in heaven; knowledge of which was given to
you before in the true word of the good news, 6Which has come to you; and
which in all the world is giving fruit and increase, as it has done in you from
thedaywhen it came to your ears andyouhad trueknowledgeof the graceof
God; 7As itwas given to youbyEpaphras, ourwell-lovedhelper,who is a true
servant of Christ for us, 8Andwho, himself, made clear to us your love in the
Spirit. 9 For this reason, we, from the day when we had word of it, keep on
in prayer for you, that youmay be full of the knowledge of his purpose, with
allwisdomandexperience of the Spirit, 10Livinguprightly in the approval of
the Lord, giving fruit in every goodwork, and increasing in the knowledge of
God; 11Full of strength in themeasure of the great power of his glory, so that
youmayundergo all troubleswith joy; 12Giving praise to the Fatherwhohas
given us a part in the heritage of the saints in light; 13Who has made us free
from the power of evil and given us a place in the kingdom of the Son of his
love; 14 Inwhomwehave our salvation, the forgiveness of sins: 15Who is the
image of the unseenGod coming into existence before all living things; 16For
by him all things weremade, in heaven and on earth, things seen and things
unseen, authorities, lords, rulers, and powers; all things were made by him
and forhim; 17He is before all things, and inhimall thingshavebeing. 18And
he is the head of the body, the church: the starting point of all things, the first
to come again from the dead; so that in all things he might have the chief
place. 19 For God in full measure was pleased to be in him; 20 Through him
uniting all things with himself, having made peace through the blood of his
cross; through him, I say, uniting all things which are on earth or in heaven.
21And you, who in the past were cut off and at war with God in your minds
through evil works, he has nowmade one 22 In the body of his flesh through
death, so that youmight be holy andwithout sin and free fromall evil before
him: 23 If you keep yourselves safely based in the faith, not moved from the
hope of the good news which came to you, and which was given to every
living being under heaven; of which I, Paul, was made a servant. 24Now I
have joy in my pain because of you, and in my flesh I undergo whatever is
still needed to make the sorrows of Christ complete, for the salvation of his
body, the church; 25Ofwhich Ibecamea servantby thepurposeofGodwhich
was given tome for you, to give effect to theword of God, 26The secretwhich
has been kept from all times and generations, but has now beenmade clear
to his saints, 27TowhomGodwas pleased to give knowledge of thewealth of
the glory of this secret among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope
of glory: 28Whomwe are preaching; guiding and teaching every man in all
wisdom, so that everymanmaybe complete inChrist; 29And for this purpose
I amworking, usingallmystrengthby thehelpofhispowerwhich isworking
inme strongly.
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2
1 For it is my desire to give you news of the great fight I am making for

you and for those at Laodicea, and for all who have not seen my face in the
flesh; 2So that their heartsmay be comforted, and that being joined together
in love, they may come to the full wealth of the certain knowledge of the
secret of God, even Christ, 3 In whom are all the secret stores of wisdom and
knowledge. 4 I say this so that you may not be turned away by any deceit
of words. 5 For though I am not present in the flesh, still I am with you in
the spirit, seeing with joy your order, and your unchanging faith in Christ.
6As, then, you took Christ Jesus the Lord, so go on in him, 7Rooted and based
together inhim, strong in the faithwhich the teachinggaveyou, givingpraise
to God at all times. 8Take care that no one takes you away by force, through
man's wisdom and deceit, going after the beliefs of men and the theories of
the world, and not after Christ: 9For in him all the wealth of God's being has
a living form, 10And you are complete in him, who is the head of all rule and
authority: 11 In whom you had a circumcision not made with hands, in the
putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of Christ; 12Having
been put to death with him in baptism, bywhich you came to life again with
him, through faith in theworking ofGod,whomadehimcomeback from the
dead. 13Andyou, beingdead throughyour sins and the evil conditionof your
flesh, to you, I say, he gave life together with him, and forgiveness of all our
sins; 14Having put an end to the handwriting of the law which was against
us, taking it out of the way by nailing it to his cross; 15Having made himself
free from the rule of authorities and powers, he put them openly to shame,
glorying over them in it. 16 For this reason let no man be your judge in any
questionof foodordrinkor feastdaysornewmoonsorSabbaths: 17For these
are an image of the things which are to come; but the body is Christ's. 18Let
no man take your reward from you by consciously making little of himself
and giving worship to angels; having his thoughts fixed on the things which
he has seen, being foolishly lifted up in his natural mind, 19And not joined
to the Head, fromwhomall the body, being given strength and kept together
through its joins and bands, has its growth with the increase of God. 20 If
you were made free, by your death with Christ, from the rules of the world,
why do you put yourselves under the authority of orders 21Which say there
maybeno touching, tasting, or taking inyourhands, 22 (Ruleswhichareall to
come to an endwith their use) after the orders and teaching ofmen? 23These
things seem to have a sort of wisdom in self-ordered worship and making
little of oneself, and being cruel to the body, not honouring it by giving it its
natural use.

3
1 If then youhave anew lifewith Christ, give your attention to the things of

heaven, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2Keep yourmind on
the higher things, not on the things of earth. 3For your life on earth is done,
and you have a secret life with Christ in God. 4At the coming of Christ who is
our life, you will be seen with him in glory. 5 Then put to death your bodies
which are of the earth; wrong use of the flesh, unclean things, passion, evil
desiresandenvy,which is theworshipof strangegods; 6Becauseofwhich the
wrath of God comes on those who go against his orders; 7Amongwhom you
were living in the past, when you did such things. 8But now it is right for you
toput awayall these things;wrath, passion, bad feeling, curses, unclean talk;
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9Do not make false statements to one another; because you have put away
the old man with all his doings, 10And have put on the newman, which has
becomenew in knowledge after the image of hismaker; 11Where there is no
Greek or Jew, no onewith circumcision orwithout circumcision, no division
between nations, no servant or free man: but Christ is all and in all. 12 As
saints of God, then, holy and dearly loved, let your behaviour be marked by
pity and mercy, kind feeling, a low opinion of yourselves, gentle ways, and
a power of undergoing all things; 13Being gentle to one another and having
forgiveness for one another, if anyone has done wrong to his brother, even
as the Lord had forgiveness for you: 14Andmore than all, have love; the only
way in which youmay be completely joined together. 15And let the peace of
Christ be ruling in your hearts, as it was the purpose of God for you to be one
body; and give praise to God at all times. 16Let theword of Christ be in you in
all wealth ofwisdom; teaching and helping one anotherwith songs of praise
and holy words, making melody to God with grace in your hearts. 17 And
whateveryoudo, inwordor inact, doall in thenameof theLord Jesus, giving
praise to God the Father through him. 18Wives, be under the authority of
yourhusbands, as is right in theLord. 19Husbands, have love for yourwives,
and be not bitter against them. 20Children, do the orders of your fathers and
mothers inall things, for this ispleasing to theLord. 21Fathers, donotbehard
on your children, so that their spirit may not be broken. 22 Servants, in all
things do the orders of your naturalmasters; not onlywhen their eyes are on
you, aspleasersofmen, butwithall yourheart, fearing theLord: 23Whatever
you do, do it readily, as to the Lord and not to men; 24Being certain that the
Lordwill give you the reward of the heritage: for you are the servants of the
LordChrist. 25For thewrongdoerwill havepunishment for thewronghehas
done, without respect for anyman's position.

4
1Masters, give your servants what is right and equal, conscious that you

have a Master in heaven. 2 Give yourselves to prayer at all times, keeping
watchwith praise; 3Andmaking prayer for us, that Godmay give us an open
door for the preaching of the word, the secret of Christ, for which I am now
in chains; 4 So that I may make it clear, as it is right for me to do. 5 Be wise
in your behaviour to those who are outside, making good use of the time.
6Let your talk bewith grace, mixedwith salt, so that youmay be able to give
an answer to everyone. 7 Tychicus will give you news of all my business:
he is a dear brother and true servant and helper in the word; 8 And I have
sent him to you for this very purpose, so that you may have news of how
we are, and so that he may give your hearts comfort; 9And with him I have
sent Onesimus, the true andwell-loved brother, who is one of you. Theywill
give you word of everything which is taking place here. 10Aristarchus, my
brother-prisoner, sends his love to you, and Mark, a relation of Barnabas
(about whom you have been given orders: if he comes to you, be kind to
him), 11And Jesus, whose other name is Justus; these are of the circumcision:
they are my only brother-workers for the kingdom of God, who have been
a comfort to me. 12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus,
sends you his love, ever taking thought for you in his prayers, that you may
be complete and fully certain of all the purpose of God. 13 For I give witness
of him that hehasundergonemuch trouble for youand for those inLaodicea
and in Hierapolis. 14 Luke, our well-loved medical friend, and Demas, send
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you their love. 15Give my love to the brothers in Laodicea and to Nymphas
and the church in their house. 16Andwhen this letter has beenmade public
among you, let the same be done in the church of Laodicea; and see that you
have the letter from Laodicea. 17 Say to Archippus, See that you do the work
which the Lord has given you to do. 18 I, Paul, give you this word of love in
my handwriting. Keep inmemory that I am a prisoner. Grace be with you.
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Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians
1Paul and Silvanus andTimothy, to the church of the Thessalonians inGod

theFather and theLord JesusChrist: Grace to youandpeace. 2Wegivepraise
to God at all times for you, keeping you in memory in our prayers; 3Having
ever in mind your work of faith and acts of love and the strength of your
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God and Father; 4Being conscious,
my brothers, dear to God, that you have beenmarked out by God's purpose;
5 Because our good news came to you, not in word only, but in power, and
in the Holy Spirit, so that you were completely certain of it; even as you saw
what our behaviour to you was like from our love to you. 6 And you took
us and the Lord as your example, after the word had come to you in much
trouble, with joy in the Holy Spirit; 7 So that you became an example to all
those who have faith in Christ in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 For not only was
the word of the Lord sounding out from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but
in every place your faith in God is made clear; so that we have no need to
say anything. 9 For they themselves give the news of how we came among
you; and how you were turned from images to God, to the worship of a true
and living God, 10Waiting for his Son from heaven, who came back from the
dead, even Jesus, our Saviour from the wrath to come.

2
1 For you yourselves, brothers, are conscious that our coming among you

was not without effect: 2 But after we had first undergone much pain and
been cruelly attacked as you saw, at Philippi, by the help of God we gave
you the good newswithout fear, though everything was against us. 3For our
witness does not come from error or from an unclean heart or from deceit:
4But evenas the goodnewswasgiven tousby theapproval ofGod, sowegive
it out; not as pleasingmen, but God bywhom our hearts are tested. 5For it is
commonknowledgeamongyou thatwenevermadeuseof smooth-sounding
false words, and God is witness that at no time were we secretly desiring
profit forourselves, 6Or looking forglory frommen, fromyouor fromothers,
whenwemight havemade ourselves a care to you asApostles of Christ. 7But
wewere gentle among you, like awoman caring for her little ones: 8Even so,
being full of lovingdesire foryou,we tookdelight ingivingyounotonlyGod's
good news, but even our lives, because you were dear to us. 9 For you have
the memory, my brothers, of our trouble and care; how, working night and
day, so that we might not be a trouble to any of you, we gave you the good
news of God. 10You are witnesses, with God, how holy and upright and free
from all evil was our way of life among you who have faith; 11 Even as you
saw how, like a father with his children, we were teaching and comforting
youall, andgivingwitness, 12So that your livesmightbepleasing toGod,who
has given you a part in his kingdom and his glory. 13And for this cause we
still give praise to God, that, when the word came to your ears through us,
you took it, not as the word ofman, but, as it truly is, the word of God, which
has living power in youwhohave faith. 14For you,my brothers, took as your
examples the churches of God which are in Judaea in Christ Jesus; because
you underwent the same things from your countrymen as they did from the
Jews; 15Who put to death the Lord Jesus and the prophets, violently driving
us out; who are unpleasing to God and against all men; 16Who, to make the
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measure of their sins complete, kept us from giving the word of salvation
to the Gentiles: but the wrath of God is about to come on them in the fullest
degree. 17Butwe,mybrothers, being away fromyou for a short time, inbody
but not in heart, had all themore desire to see your face; 18Forwhich reason
we made attempts to come to you, even I, Paul, once and again; but Satan
kept us from coming. 19 For what is our hope or joy or crown of glory? Are
not even you, before our Lord Jesus, at his coming? 20 For you are our glory
and our joy.

3
1 At last our desire to have news of you was so strong that, while we

ourselves were waiting at Athens, 2We sent Timothy, our brother and God's
servant in the good news of Christ, to give you strength and comfort in your
faith; 3 So that no man might be moved by these troubles; because you see
that these things are part of God's purpose for us. 4And when we were with
you, we said to you that trouble was before us; and so it came about, as you
see. 5 For this reason, when I was no longer able to keep quiet, I sent to get
news of your faith, fearing that youmight be tested by the Evil One and that
our work might come to nothing. 6 But now that Timothy has come to us
from you, and has given us good news of your faith and love, and that you
have happy memories of us, desiring greatly to see us, even as we do to see
you; 7For this cause, brothers, in all our trouble andgriefwewere comforted
about you because of your faith; 8 For it is life to us if you keep your faith in
the Lord unchanged. 9 For how great is the praise which we give to God for
you, and howgreat the joywithwhichwe are glad because of you before our
God; 10Night and day requesting God again and again that wemay see your
face andmake your faith complete. 11Nowmay our God and Father himself
and our Lord Jesus make a way for us to come to you; 12And the Lord give
you increase of love in fullest measure to one another and to all men, even
as our love to you; 13 So that your hearts may be strong and free from all sin
before ourGod and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesuswith all his saints.

4
1And last of all, the prayer which we make to you from our heart and in

the name of the Lord Jesus, is this: that as we made clear to you what sort
of behaviour is pleasing to God, as in fact you are doing now, so you will
go on in these ways, but more and more. 2 Because you have in mind the
orders we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3For the purpose of God for you
is this: that youmaybeholy, andmaykeepyourselves from thedesires of the
flesh; 4So that every one of youmay keep his body holy and in honour; 5Not
in the passion of evil desires, like the Gentiles, who have no knowledge of
God; 6And that nomanmaymake attempts to get the better of his brother in
business: for the Lord is the judge in all these things, aswe said to you before
and gave witness. 7 Because it is God's purpose that our way of life may be
not unclean but holy. 8Whoever, then, goes against this word, goes against
not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you. 9 But about loving the
brothers, there is no need forme to say anything to you in this letter: for you
have the teaching of God that love for one another is right and necessary;
10 And, truly, you are lovers of all the brothers in Macedonia; but it is our
desire that your love may be increased still more; 11And that you may take
pride in being quiet and doing your business, working with your hands as
we gave you orders; 12That youmay be respected by those who are outside,
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andmay have need of nothing. 13But it is our desire, brothers, that youmay
be certain about those who are sleeping; so that you may have no need for
sorrow, as others have who are without hope. 14 For if we have faith that
Jesus underwent death and cameback again, even so thosewho are sleeping
will come again with him by God's power. 15 For this we say to you by the
word of the Lord, that we who are still living at the coming of the Lord, will
not go before those who are sleeping. 16Because the Lord himself will come
down fromheavenwith awordof authority,with thevoice of the chief angel,
with the soundof a horn: and the dead in Christwill come to life first; 17Then
wewho are still living will be taken up together with them into the clouds to
see the Lord in the air: and so will we be for ever with the Lord. 18 So then,
give comfort to one another with these words.

5
1But about the times and their order, my brothers, there is no need forme

to say anything to you. 2For you yourselves have the knowledge that the day
of the Lordwill come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, There is peace
andnodanger, then suddendestructionwill comeon them, as birth-pains on
a womanwith child; and they will not be able to get away from it. 4But you,
mybrothers, arenot in thedark, for that day to overtakeyou like a thief: 5For
you are all sons of light and of the day: we are not of the night or of the dark.
6So then, let us not take our rest as the others do, but let us be self-controlled
and awake. 7 For those who are sleeping do so in the night; and those who
are the worse for drink are so in the night; 8 But let us, who are of the day,
be serious, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and on our heads,
the hope of salvation. 9 For God's purpose for us is not wrath, but salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10Whowas put to death for us, so that, awake
or sleeping, we may have a part in his life. 11 So then, go on comforting
and building up one another, as you have been doing. 12 But we make this
request to you,my brothers: give attention to thosewho areworking among
you, who are over you in the Lord to keep order among you; 13 And have
a high opinion of them in love because of their work. Be at peace among
yourselves. 14And our desire is that you will keep control over those whose
lives are not well ordered, giving comfort to the feeble-hearted, supporting
those with little strength, and putting up with much from all. 15 Let no one
give evil for evil; but ever go after what is good, for one another and for all.
16Have joy at all times. 17Keep on with your prayers. 18 In everything give
praise: for this is the purpose of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not put out
the light of the Spirit; 20Donotmake little of thewords of the prophets; 21Let
all things be tested; keep to what is good; 22 Keep from every form of evil.
23And may the God of peace himself make you holy in every way; and may
your spirit and soul and body be free from all sin at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 24God, by whom you have been marked out in his purpose, is
unchanging and will make it complete. 25Brothers, keep us in mind in your
prayers. 26Give all the brothers a holy kiss. 27 I give orders in the name of the
Lord that all the brothers are to be present at the reading of this letter. 28The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
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Paul’s Second Letter to the Thessalonians
1Paul and Silvanus andTimothy, to the church of the Thessalonians inGod

our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 2Grace to you and peace from God the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 It is right for us to give praise to God at
all times for you, brothers, because of the great increase of your faith, and
the wealth of your love for one another; 4 So that we ourselves take pride in
you in the churches of God for your untroubled mind and your faith in all
the troubles and sorrows which you are going through; 5Which is a clear
sign of the decision which God in his righteousness has made; to give you a
part in his kingdom, for which you have undergone this pain; 6 For it is an
act of righteousness on God's part to give trouble as their reward to those
who are troubling you, 7And to youwho are troubled, restwith us, when the
Lord Jesus comes fromheavenwith the angels of his power in flames of fire,
8 To give punishment to those who have no knowledge of God, and to those
who do not give ear to the good news of our Lord Jesus: 9Whose rewardwill
be eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his
strength, 10At his coming, when hewill have glory in his saints, andwill be a
cause of wonder in all those who had faith (because our witness among you
had effect) in that day. 11 For this reason, you are ever in our prayers, that
youmay seem to our God such asmay have a part in his purpose and that by
his power hewillmake all his good purpose, and thework of faith, complete;
12So that glorymay be given to the name of our Lord Jesus through you, and
youmayhave glory in him, by the grace of ourGod and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2
1Now as to the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, and ourmeetingwith him,

it is ourdesire,mybrothers, 2Thatyoumaynotbemoved inmindor troubled
by a spirit, or by aword, or by a letter as fromus, with the suggestion that the
day of the Lord is even now come; 3 Give no belief to false words: because
therewill first be a falling away from the faith, and the revelation of theman
of sin, the son of destruction, 4Who puts himself against all authority, lifting
himself up over all which is named God or is given worship; so that he takes
his seat in the Temple of God, putting himself forward as God. 5Have you no
memory ofwhat I saidwhen Iwaswith you, giving youwordof these things?
6And now it is clear to you what is keeping back his revelation till the time
comes for him to be seen. 7 For the secret of evil is even now at work: but
there is one who is keeping back the evil till he is taken out of the way. 8And
thenwill come the revelationof that evil one,whomtheLord Jesuswill put to
deathwith the breath of hismouth, and give to destruction by the revelation
of his coming; 9 Even the one whose coming is marked by the working of
Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders, 10And with every deceit
of wrongdoing among those whose fate is destruction; because they were
quite without that love of the true faith by which theymight have salvation.
11And for this cause, God will give them up to the power of deceit and they
will put their faith inwhat is false: 12So that they allmay be judged, who had
no faith inwhat is true, but tookpleasure in evil. 13But it is right for us to give
praise to God at all times for you, brothers, loved by the Lord, because it was
the purpose of God from the first that youmight have salvation, beingmade
holy by the Spirit and by faith in what is true: 14And in this purpose he gave
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you a part through the good news ofwhichwewere the preachers, even that
youmight havepart in the glory of ourLord JesusChrist. 15So then, brothers,
be strong in purpose, and keep the teaching which has been given to you by
word or by letter from us. 16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God
our Father who had love for us and has given us eternal comfort and good
hope through grace, 17 Give you comfort and strength in every good work
andword.

3
1 For the rest, my brothers, let there be prayer for us that the word of the

Lord may go forward with increasing glory, even as it does with you; 2And
that we may be made free from foolish and evil men; for not all have faith.
3But the Lord is true, whowill give you strength and keep you safe fromevil.
4Andwe have faith in the Lord about you, that you are doing andwill do the
things about which we give you orders. 5Andmay your hearts be guided by
the Lord into the love of God and quiet waiting for Christ. 6Nowwe give you
orders, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from all
thosewhosebehaviour isnotwell orderedand inharmonywith the teaching
which they had from us. 7 For you yourselves are used to taking us as your
example, because our life among you was ruled by order, 8And we did not
take food from any man for nothing, but were working hard night and day
not to be a trouble to any of you: 9Not because we have not the right, but
to make ourselves an example to you, so that you might do the same. 10 For
evenwhenwewerewith youwe gave you orders, saying, If anymandoes no
work, let himnot have food. 11For it has come to our ears that there are some
among youwhose behaviour is uncontrolled, who do no work at all, but are
over-interested in the business of others. 12Now to such we give orders and
make request in the Lord Jesus, that, working quietly, they get their living.
13 And you, my brothers, do not get tired of well-doing. 14 And if any man
does not give attention to what we have said in this letter, take note of that
man, and keep away fromhim, so that hemay be shamed. 15Have no feeling
of hate for him, but take him in hand seriously as a brother. 16Now the Lord
of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. May the Lord
be with you all. 17 These words of love to you at the end are in my writing,
Paul's writing, and this is the mark of every letter fromme. 18May the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
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Paul’s First Letter to Timothy
1 Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, by the order of God our Saviour and

Christ Jesus our hope; 2To Timothy, my true child in the faith: Grace, mercy,
peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 3 It was my desire,
when I went on into Macedonia, that you might make a stop at Ephesus,
to give orders to certain men not to put forward a different teaching, 4 Or
to give attention to stories and long lists of generations, from which come
questionings and doubts, in place of God's ordered way of life which is in
faith; 5 But the effect of the order is love coming from a clean heart, and a
knowledge of what is right, and true faith: 6 From which some have been
turned away, giving themselves to foolish talking; 7Desiring to be teachers of
the law, though theyhavenoknowledgeofwhat they sayorof the statements
which they make so certainly. 8We are conscious that the law is good, if a
man makes a right use of it, 9With the knowledge that the law is made, not
for the upright man, but for those who have no respect for law and order,
for evil men and sinners, for the unholy and those who have no religion, for
thosewhoput their fathers ormothers to death, for takers of life, 10For those
who go after loose women, for those with unnatural desires, for those who
take men prisoners, who make false statements and false oaths, and those
who do any other things against the right teaching, 11Whichmay be seen in
the good news of the glory of the great God, which was given into my care.
12 I give praise to him who gave me power, Christ Jesus our Lord, because
he took me to be true, making me his servant, 13 Though I had said violent
words against God, and done cruel acts, causing great trouble: but I was
givenmercy, because I did it without knowledge, not having faith; 14And the
grace of our Lordwas very great, with faith and lovewhich is in Christ Jesus.
15 It is a true saying, in which all may put their faith, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to give salvation to sinners, of whom I am the chief: 16 But
for this reason I was given mercy, so that in me, the chief of sinners, Jesus
Christ might make clear all his mercy, as an example to those who in the
future would have faith in him to eternal life. 17 Now to the King eternal,
ever-living, unseen, the only God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. So
be it. 18This order I give to you, Timothymy son, in harmonywith thewords
of the prophets about you, so that by them you may be strong, fighting the
good fight, 19Keeping faith, and being conscious of well-doing; for some, by
not doing these things, have gone wrong in relation to the faith: 20 Such are
Hymenaeus andAlexander, whom I have given up to Satan, so that theymay
say nomore evil words against God.

2
1Mydesire is, first of all, that youwill make requests and prayers and give

praise for allmen; 2For kings and all those in authority; so thatwemay have
a calm and quiet life in all fear of God and serious behaviour. 3 This is good
and pleasing in the eyes of God our Saviour; 4Whose desire is that all men
may have salvation and come to the knowledge of what is true. 5For there is
one God and one peacemaker between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,
6Who gave himself as an offering for all; witness of whichwas to be given at
the right time; 7And of this I became a preacher and anApostle (what I say is
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true, not false,) and a teacher of theGentiles in the true faith. 8 It ismydesire,
then, that in every place men may give themselves to prayer, lifting up holy
hands, without wrath or argument. 9 And that women may be dressed in
simple clothing, with a quiet and serious air; not with twisted hair and gold
or jewels or robes of great price; 10 But clothed with good works, as is right
for womenwho are living in the fear of God. 11Let awoman quietly take the
place of a learner and be under authority. 12 In my opinion it is right for a
woman not to be a teacher, or to have rule over aman, but to be quiet. 13For
Adam was first formed, then Eve; 14And Adam was not taken by deceit, but
the woman, being tricked, became a wrongdoer. 15But if they go on in faith
and love and holy self-control, she will be kept safe at the time of childbirth.

3
1 This is a true saying, A man desiring the position of a Bishop has a

desire for a good work. 2 The Bishop, then, is to be a man of good name,
the husband of onewife, self-controlled, serious-minded, having respect for
order, opening his house freely to guests, a ready teacher; 3 Not quickly
moved to wrath or blows, but gentle; no fighter, no lover of money; 4Ruling
his housewell, having his children under controlwith all serious behaviour;
5 (For if aman has not the art of ruling his house, howwill he take care of the
church of God?) 6Not one newly taken into the church, for fear that, through
his high opinion of himself, he may come into the same sin as the Evil One.
7 And he is to have a good name among those outside the church, so that
nothing may be said against him and he may not be taken by the designs of
the Evil One. 8Deacons, in the sameway, are to be serious in their behaviour,
not false in word, not given to taking much wine or greatly desiring the
wealth of this world; 9 Keeping the secret of the faith in a heart free from
sin. 10 And let these first be put to the test; then let them become Deacons
if there is nothing against them. 11Women are to be serious in behaviour,
saying no evil of others, controlling themselves, true in all things. 12 Let
Deaconsbehusbandsofonewife, ruling their childrenand theirhouseswell.
13For those who have done goodwork as Deacons get for themselves a good
position and become free from fear in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. 14 I
am writing these things to you, though I am hoping to come to you before
long; 15But if I am long in coming, thiswillmake clear to youwhat behaviour
is right formen in the house of God,which is the church of the livingGod, the
pillar and base of what is true. 16And without argument, great is the secret
of religion: He who was seen in the flesh, who was given God's approval in
the spirit, was seen by the angels, of whom the good news was given among
the nations, in whom the world had faith, who was taken up in glory.

4
1 But the Spirit says clearly that in later times some will be turned away

from the faith, giving their minds to spirits of deceit, and the teachings of
evil spirits, 2Through the false ways ofmenwhosewords are untrue, whose
hearts areburnedaswithaheated iron; 3Whokeepmen frombeingmarried
and from taking food which Godmade to be taken with praise by those who
have faith and true knowledge. 4 Because everything which God has made
is good, and nothing is evil, if it is taken with praise: 5 For it is made holy by
the word of God and by prayer. 6 If you keep these things before the minds
of the brothers, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, trained in the
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words of the faith and of the right teachingwhich has been your guide: 7But
have nothing to do with unclean and foolish stories. Give yourself training
in religion: 8 For the training of the body is of profit for a little, but religion
is of profit in every way, giving hope for the life which now is, and for that
which is to come. 9 This is a true saying, in which all may put their faith.
10And this is the purpose of all our work and our fighting, because our hope
is in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, and specially of those who
have faith. 11Let these be your orders and your teaching. 12Let no onemake
little of youbecause you are young, but be an example to the church inword,
in behaviour, in love, in faith, in holy living. 13 Till I come, give attention to
the reading of the holy Writings, to comforting the saints, and to teaching.
14Make use of that grace in you, which was given to you by the word of the
prophets, when the rulers of the church put their hands on you. 15Have a
care for these things; give yourself to themwithall yourheart, so that allmay
see how you go forward. 16Give attention to yourself and your teaching. Go
on in these things; for in doing so you will get salvation for yourself and for
those who give hearing to you.

5
1Do not say sharp words to one who has authority in the church, but let

your talk be as to a father, and to the younger men as to brothers: 2 To the
older women as to mothers, to the younger as to sisters, with a clean heart.
3 Give honour to widows who are truly widows. 4 But if any widow has
children or children's children, let these see that it is right to take care of
their family and their fathers and mothers: for this is pleasing in the eyes
of God. 5Now she who is truly a widow and without family puts her hope
in God, giving herself to prayer day and night. 6But she who gives herself to
pleasure is deadwhile she is living. 7Give orders to this effect, so that no evil
may be said of anyone. 8 If anyone has no care for his family and those in his
house, he is false to the faith, and isworse than onewhohas no faith. 9Let no
woman be numbered among the widows who is under sixty years old, and
only if shehas been thewife of oneman, 10And ifwitness is givenof her good
works; if she has had the care of children, if she has been kind to travellers,
washing the feetof the saints, helping thosewhoare in trouble, givingherself
to good works. 11 But to the younger widows say No: for when their love is
turned away from Christ, they have a desire to be married; 12And they are
judged because they have been false to their first faith; 13And they get into
the way of doing no work, going about from house to house; and not only
doing nowork, but talking foolishly, being over-interested in the business of
others, saying thingswhich they have no right to say. 14So it ismy desire that
the younger widows may be married and have children, controlling their
families, and giving the Evil One no chance to say anything against them,
15For even now some are turned away to Satan. 16 If any woman of the faith
has relationswhoarewidows, let her give themhelp, so that the care of them
does not come on the church, and so it may give help to those who are truly
widowed. 17Let rulers whose rule is good be honoured twice over, specially
those whose work is preaching and teaching. 18 For the Writings say, It is
not right to keep the ox from taking the grain when he is crushing it. And,
The worker has a right to his reward. 19Do not take as true any statement
made against one in authority, but only if two or three give witness to it.
20 Say sharp words to sinners when all are present, so that the rest may be
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in fear. 21 I give you orders before God and Christ Jesus and the angels of
God's selection, to keep these orderswithout giving thought to one sidemore
than another. 22Do not put hands on anymanwithout thought, and have no
part in other men's sins: keep yourself clean. 23 Do not take only water as
your drink, but take a little wine for the good of your stomach, and because
you are frequently ill. 24The sins of somemen are clearly seen, going before
them to be judged; but with others, their sins go after them. 25 In the same
way, there are good works which are clearly seen; and those which are not
so, may not be kept secret.

6
1Let all who are servants under the yoke give all honour to their masters,

so that no evilmaybe said against thenameofGodandhis teaching. 2And let
those whosemasters are of the faith have respect for them because they are
brothers, working for them themore readily, because thosewho take part in
the good work are of the faith and are dear. Give orders and teaching about
these things. 3 If any man gives different teaching, not in agreement with
the true words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the teaching which is in
agreementwith true religion, 4Hehas anover-highopinionofhimself; being
without knowledge, having only anunhealthy love of questionings andwars
ofwords, fromwhich come envy, fighting, cruelwords, evil thoughts, 5Bitter
talk of men who, being evil in mind and dead to what is true, take the faith
to be a way of making profit. 6But true faith, with peace of mind, is of great
profit: 7Forwe came into theworldwith nothing, andwe are not able to take
anythingout; 8But ifwehave foodandaroofoverus, let thatbeenough. 9But
those who have a desire for wealth are falling into danger, and are taken as
in a net by a number of foolish and damaging desires, through which men
are overtaken by death and destruction. 10For the love of money is a root of
all evil: and somewhoseheartswerefixedon it havebeen turnedaway from
the faith, and been wounded with unnumbered sorrows. 11But you, O man
of God, keep yourself from these things, and go after righteousness, religion,
faith, love, a quietmind, gentle behaviour. 12Be fighting the good fight of the
faith; take for yourself the life eternal, for which you were marked out, and
of which you gave witness in the eyes of all. 13 I give you orders before God,
the giver of life, and Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate gave witness to
the faith, 14To keep theword untouched by evil, clear from all shame, till the
revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ: 15Which at the right time he will make
clear, who is the eternal and only Ruler, King of kings, and Lord of lords;
16Who only has life for ever, living in light to which nomanmay come near;
whom noman has seen or is able to see: to whom be honour and power for
ever. So be it. 17 Give orders to those who have money and goods in this
life, not to be lifted up in their minds, or to put their hope in the uncertain
chances of wealth, but in Godwho gives us in full measure all things for our
use; 18 And to do good, having wealth in good works, being quick to give,
taking partwith one another; 19Making ready for themselves a safe place for
the time to come, so that the true life may be theirs. 20O Timothy, take good
care of that which is given to you, turning away from the wrong and foolish
talk and arguments of that knowledgewhich is falsely so named; 21Through
which some, who gave their minds to it, have been turned away from the
faith. Grace be with you.
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Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy
1 Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the purpose of God, in the hope of the

life which is in Christ Jesus, 2To Timothy, mywell-loved child: Grace, mercy,
peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 3 I give praise to God,
whose servant I have been, with a heart free from sin, from the time of my
fathers, because in my prayers at all times the thought of you is with me,
night and day 4 Desiring to see you, keeping in my memory your weeping,
so that I may be full of joy; 5Having in mind your true faith, which first was
in yourmother's mother Lois, and in yourmother Eunice, and, I am certain,
is now in you. 6 For this reason I say to you, Let that grace of God which is
in you, given to you by my hands, have living power. 7 For God did not give
us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of self-control. 8 Have no
feeling of shame, then, for the witness of our Lord or for me, his prisoner:
but undergo all things for the good news in themeasure of the power of God;
9Who gave us salvation, marking us out for his purpose, not on account of
ourworks, but in themeasure of his purpose and his grace, whichwas given
to us in Christ Jesus before times eternal, 10 But has now been made clear
by the revelation of our Saviour Christ Jesus, who put an end to death and
made life unending come to light through the good news, 11Of which I was
made a preacher and an Apostle and a teacher; 12And for which I undergo
these things: but I have no feeling of shame. For I have knowledge of him
in whom I have faith, and I am certain that he is able to keep that which I
have given into his care till that day. 13 Keep the form of those true words
which you had from me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 14 That
good thing which was given to you keep safe, through the Holy Spirit which
is in us. 15 You have had news that all those in Asia went away from me;
among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes: 16May the Lord give mercy
to the house of Onesiphorus because he frequently gave me help, and had
no feeling of shame because I was in chains; 17 But when he was in Rome,
he went in search of me everywhere, and came to me 18 (May he have the
Lord's mercy in that day); and of all he did for me at Ephesus you have full
knowledge.

2
1So then,my child, be strong in the gracewhich is in Christ Jesus. 2And the

things which I have said to you before a number of witnesses, give to those
of the faith, so that they may be teachers of others. 3Be ready to do without
the comforts of life, as one of the armyof Christ Jesus. 4Afightingman,when
he is with the army, keeps himself free from the business of this life so that
he may be pleasing to him who has taken him into his army. 5And if a man
takes part in a competition he does not get the crown if he has not kept the
rules. 6 It is right for theworker in the fields to be the first to take of the fruit.
7Give thought to what I say; for the Lord will give you wisdom in all things.
8 Keep in mind Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, who came back from the
dead, as my good news gives witness: 9 In which I put up with the hardest
conditions, even prison chains, like onewho has done a crime; but the word
of God is not in chains. 10But I undergo all things for the saints, so that they
may have salvation in Christ Jesuswith eternal glory. 11This is a true saying:
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If we undergo deathwith him, thenwill we be livingwith him: 12 If we go on
to the end, thenwewill be ruling with him: if we say we have no knowledge
of him, then hewill say he has no knowledge of us: 13 If we arewithout faith,
still he keeps faith, for he will never be untrue to himself. 14Put these things
before them, giving them orders in the name of the Lord to keep themselves
from fighting about words, which is of no profit, only causing error in their
hearers. 15Let it be your care to get the approval of God, as a workmanwho
has no cause for shame, giving the true word in the right way. 16 But take
no part in wrong and foolish talk, for those who do so will go farther into
evil, 17And their words will be like poisoned wounds in the flesh: such are
Hymenaeus and Philetus; 18Men whose ideas are all false, who say that the
coming back from the dead has even now taken place, overturning the faith
of some. 19 But God's strong base is unchanging, having this sign, The Lord
has knowledge of thosewhoarehis: and, Let everyonebywhom thenameof
theLord isnamedbe turnedaway fromevil. 20Nowinagreathouse thereare
not only vessels of gold and silver, but others of wood and earth, and some
which are honoured and some without honour. 21 If a man makes himself
clean from these, he will be a vessel for honour, made holy, ready for the
master's use, ready for every good work. 22 But keep yourself from those
desires of the flesh which are strong when the body is young, and go after
righteousness, faith, love, peace, with thosewhose prayers go up to the Lord
from a clean heart. 23And put away foolish and uncontrolled questionings,
seeing that they are a cause of trouble. 24 For it is not right for the Lord's
servant tomake trouble, buthe is tobegentle toall, ready in teaching, putting
up with wrong, 25 Gently guiding those who go against the teaching; if by
chance God may give them a change of heart and true knowledge, 26And so
they may get themselves free from the net of the Evil One, being made the
prisoners of the Lord's servant, for the purpose of God.

3
1 But be certain of this, that in the last days times of trouble will come.

2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, uplifted in pride, given
to bitter words, going against the authority of their fathers, never giving
praise, having no religion, 3Without natural love, bitter haters, saying evil
of others, violent and uncontrolled, hating all good, 4 False to their friends,
acting without thought, lifted up in mind, loving pleasure more than God;
5Having a form of religion, but turning their backs on the power of it: go
not with these. 6 For these are they who go secretly into houses, making
prisoners of foolish women, weighted down with sin, turned from the way
by their evil desires, 7Ever learning, and never coming to the knowledge of
what is true. 8 And as James and Jambres went against Moses, so do these
go against what is true: men of evil minds, who, tested by faith, are seen
to be false. 9 But they will go no farther: for their foolish behaviour will be
clear to allmen, as theirswas in the end. 10But you took as your examplemy
teaching, behaviour, purpose, and faith; my long waiting, my love, my quiet
undergoing of trouble; 11My punishments and pain; the things which came
to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; the cruel attacks made on me: and
the Lord made me free from them all. 12Yes, and all whose purpose is to be
living in the knowledge of God in Christ Jesus, will be cruelly attacked. 13Evil
and false men will become worse and worse, using deceit and themselves
overcome by deceit. 14But see that you keep to the teaching you have been
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given and the things of which you are certain, conscious of who has been
your teacher; 15 And that from the time when you were a child, you have
had knowledge of the holy Writings, which are able to make you wise to
salvation, through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 Every holy Writing which comes
from God is of profit for teaching, for training, for guiding, for education in
righteousness: 17So that theman of Godmay be complete, trained andmade
ready for every good work.

4
1 I give youorders, beforeGodandChrist Jesus,whowill be the judge of the

living and the dead, and by his revelation and his kingdom; 2 Be preaching
the word at all times, in every place; make protests, say sharp words, give
comfort, with longwaiting and teaching; 3For the timewill comewhen they
will not take the true teaching; but, moved by their desires, they will get for
themselves a great number of teachers for the pleasure of hearing them;
4 And shutting their ears to what is true, will be turned away to belief in
foolish stories. 5 But be self-controlled in all things, do without comfort, go
on preaching the good news, completing theworkwhich has been given you
to do. 6For I am even now being offered, andmy end is near. 7 I havemade a
goodfight, I have come to the end ofmy journey, I have kept the faith: 8From
now on, the crown of righteousness is made ready for me, which the Lord,
the upright judge, Will give to me at that day: and not only to me, but to all
those who have had love for his revelation. 9 Do your best to come to me
before long: 10 For Demas has gone away from me, for love of this present
life, and has gone to Thessalonica: Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to
Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and take him with you; for
he is of use to me in the work. 12 Tychicus I sent to Ephesus. 13 The coat
which I did not take from Troas and which is with Carpus, get when you
come, and the books, specially the papers. 14Alexander the copper-worker
did me much wrong: the Lord will give him the reward of his works: 15But
be on the watch for him, for he was violent in his attacks on our teaching.
16Atmyfirstmeetingwithmy judges, no one tookmypart, but allwent away
fromme. May it not be put to their account. 17But the Lord was by my side
and gave me strength; so that through me the news might be given out in
full measure, and all the Gentiles might give ear: and I was taken out of the
mouth of the lion. 18 The Lord will keep me safe from every evil work and
will give me salvation in his kingdom in heaven: to whom be glory for ever
and ever. So be it. 19Givemy love to Prisca andAquila and those of the house
of Onesiphorus. 20 Erastus was stopping at Corinth; but Trophimus, when I
last saw him was at Miletus, ill. 21 Do your best to come before the winter.
Eubulus sends you his love, and Pudens and Linus and Claudia, and all the
brothers. 22The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.
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Paul’s Letter to Titus
1 Paul, a servant of God, and an Apostle of Jesus Christ, in agreement

with the faith of the saints of God and the full knowledge of what is true in
harmonywith religion, 2 In the hope of eternal life, which wasmade certain
before eternal time, by the word of God who is ever true; 3Who, in his time,
made clear his word in the good news, of which, by the order of God our
Saviour, I became a preacher; 4To Titus, my true child in our common faith:
Grace and peace fromGod the Father and Christ Jesus our Saviour. 5 I did not
take you with me when I went away from Crete, so that you might do what
was necessary to put things in order there, placing men in authority over
the churches in every town, as I said to you; 6Men having a good record,
husbands of one wife, whose children are of the faith, children of whom
it may not be said that they are given to loose living or are uncontrolled.
7 For it is necessary for a Bishop to be a man of virtue, as God's servant; not
pushing himself forward, not quicklymoved towrath or blows, not desiring
profit for himself; 8 But opening his house freely to guests; a lover of what
is good, serious-minded, upright, holy, self-controlled; 9Keeping to the true
word of the teaching, so that hemaybe able to give comfort by right teaching
and overcome the arguments of the doubters. 10 For there are men who
are not ruled by law; foolish talkers, false teachers, specially those of the
circumcision, 11By whom some families have been completely overturned;
who take money for teaching things which are not right; these will have to
be stopped. 12One of their prophets has said, Themenof Crete are ever false,
evil beasts, lovers of food, hating work. 13 This witness is true. So say sharp
words to them so that theymay come to the right faith, 14Giving no attention
to the fictions of the Jews and the rules ofmenwho have no true knowledge.
15To the clean in heart all things are clean: but to thosewho are unclean and
without faith nothing is clean; they become unclean inmind and in thought.
16 They say that they have knowledge of God, while by their acts they are
turning their backs on him; they are hated by all, hard-hearted, and judged
to be without value for any good work.

2
1But let your words be in agreement with true and right teaching: 2 That

old men are to be simple in their tastes, serious, wise, true in faith, in love,
and of a quietmind. 3That oldwomen are to be self-respecting in behaviour,
not saying evil of others, not given to taking much wine, teachers of that
which is good, 4Training the youngerwomen tohave love for their husbands
and children, 5 To be wise in mind, clean in heart, kind; working in their
houses, living under the authority of their husbands; so that no evil may
be said of the word of God. 6 To the young men give orders to be wise and
serious-minded: 7 In all things see that you are an example of good works;
holy in your teaching, serious in behaviour, 8 Saying true and right words,
against which no protestmay bemade, so that hewho is not on our sidemay
be put to shame, unable to say any evil of us. 9 Servants are to be under the
authority of their masters, pleasing them in all things, without argument;
10Not taking what is not theirs, but giving clear signs of their good faith, in
all things doing credit to the teaching of God our Saviour. 11 For the grace of
Godhascome, giving salvation toallmen, 12Trainingus so that, turningaway
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fromevil and thedesires of thisworld,wemaybe livingwisely anduprightly
in the knowledge of God in this present life; 13Looking for the glad hope, the
revelation of the glory of our greatGodandSaviour Jesus Christ; 14Whogave
himself for us, so that hemightmake us free from all wrongdoing, andmake
for himself a people clean in heart and on fire with good works. 15 On all
these points give teaching and help, and make clear what is right with all
authority. Let all men give you honour.

3
1 Make clear to them that they are to put themselves under rulers and

authorities, todowhat theyareordered, tobe ready foreverygoodwork, 2To
say no evil of anyman, not to be fighters, to giveway to others, to be gentle in
behaviour to all men. 3For in the past wewere foolish, hard in heart, turned
fromthe trueway, servants of evil desires andpleasures, living inbad feeling
and envy, hated and hating one another. 4 But when the mercy of God our
Saviour, andhis love tomanwas seen, 5Not byworks of righteousnesswhich
we did ourselves, but in the measure of his mercy, he gave us salvation,
through the washing of the new birth and the giving of new life in the Holy
Spirit, 6Which he gave us freely through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7 So that,
having been given righteousness through grace, wemight have a part in the
heritage, the hope of eternal life. 8 This is a true saying; and it is my desire
that youmay give certainwitness about these things, so that thosewho have
had faith inGodmaygive attention to goodworks. These things are goodand
of profit tomen; 9But have nothing to dowith foolish questionings, and lists
of generations, and fights and arguments about the law; for they are of no
profit and foolish. 10Amanwhose opinions are not those of the church, after
a first and second protest, is to be kept out of your society; 11Clearly he is in
error and a sinner, being self-judged. 12When I send Artemas or Tychicus to
you, do your best to come tome at Nicopolis: for it is my purpose to be there
for the winter. 13 Send Zenas, the man of law, and Apollos on their journey
with all care, so that theymay be in need of nothing. 14And let our people go
onwith goodworks for necessary purposes, so that theymay not bewithout
fruit. 15All who arewithme send you their love. Give our love to our friends
in the faith. Grace be with you all.
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Paul’s Letter to Philemon
1 Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, to Philemon,

our dear helper in the faith, 2And toApphia, our sister, and toArchippus, our
brother in God's army, and to the church in your house: 3Grace to you and
peace fromGod our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I give praise to God at
all times and make prayer for you, 5Hearing of the love and the faith which
you have to the Lord Jesus and to all the saints; 6 That the faith which you
have in common with them may be working with power, in the knowledge
of everygood thing inyou, forChrist. 7For Ihadgreat joyandcomfort inyour
love, because the hearts of the saints have been made strong again through
you, brother. 8And so, though Imight, in the name of Christ, give you orders
to do what is right, 9 Still, because of love, in place of an order, I make a
request to you, I, Paul, an old man and now a prisoner of Christ Jesus: 10My
request is for my child Onesimus, the child of my chains, 11Who in the past
was of no profit to you, but now is of profit to you and tome: 12Whom I have
sent back to you, himwho ismy very heart: 13Thoughmy desirewas to keep
himwithme, to bemy servant in the chains of the good news, in your place:
14 But without your approval I would do nothing; so that your good works
might not be forced, but done freely fromyour heart. 15For it is possible that
for this reason he was parted from you for a time, so that you might have
him for ever; 16No longer as a servant, but more than a servant, a brother,
very dear to me specially, but much more to you, in the flesh as well as in
the Lord. 17 If then you take me to be your friend and brother, take him in
as myself. 18 If he has done you any wrong or is in debt to you for anything,
put it to my account. 19 I, Paul, writing this myself, say, I will make payment
to you: and I do not say to you that you are in debt to me even for your life.
20 So brother, let me have joy of you in the Lord: give new life to my heart
in Christ. 21 Being certain that you will do my desire, I am writing to you,
in the knowledge that you will do evenmore than I say. 22Andmake a room
ready forme; for I amhoping that throughyourprayers Iwill begiven toyou.
23 Epaphras, my brother-prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you his love; 24And
sodoMark, Aristarchus, Demas, andLuke,mybrother-workers. 25The grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. So be it.
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The Letter to the Hebrews
1 In times past the word of God came to our fathers through the prophets,

in different parts and in different ways; 2But now, at the end of these days, it
has come tous throughhisSon, towhomhehasgivenall things foraheritage,
and through whom he made the order of the generations; 3Who, being the
outshining of his glory, the true image of his substance, supporting all things
by the word of his power, having given himself as an offering making clean
from sins, took his seat at the right hand of God in heaven; 4Having become
by somuch better than the angels, as the namewhich is his heritage is more
noble than theirs. 5 To which of the angels did God say at any time, You are
my Son, this day I have given you being? or, I will be his Father, and he will
be my Son? 6And again, when he is sending his only Son into the world, he
says, Let all the angels of God give him worship. 7And of the angels he says,
Whomakes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire: 8But of the Son
he says, Your seat of power, O God, is for ever and ever; and the rod of your
kingdom is a rod of righteousness. 9You have been a lover of righteousness
and a hater of evil; and so God, your God, has put the oil of joy on your head
more than on the heads of those who are with you. 10 You, Lord, at the first
did put the earth on its base, and the heavens are the works of your hands:
11They will come to their end; but you are for ever; they will become old as
a robe; 12 They will be rolled up like a cloth, even like a robe, and they will
be changed: but you are the same and your years will have no end. 13But of
which of the angels has he said at any time, Take your seat at my right hand
till I put all those who are against you under your feet? 14 Are they not all
helping spirits, who are sent out as servants to those whose heritage will be
salvation?

2
1For this reason there is themoreneed for us to give attention to the things

which have come to our ears, for fear that by chance we might be slipping
away. 2 Because if the word which came through the angels was fixed, and
in the past every evil act against God's orders was given its full punishment;
3Whatwill come onus, if we do not give ourminds to such a great salvation?
a salvation of which our fathers first had knowledge through the words of
the Lord, and which was made certain to us by those to whom his words
came; 4 And God was a witness with them, by signs and wonders, and by
more than natural powers, and by his distribution of the Holy Spirit at his
pleasure. 5 For he did not make the angels rulers over the world to come, of
which I amwriting. 6But a certainwriter has givenhiswitness, saying,What
isman, that you keep him inmind? what is the son ofman, that you take him
into account? 7You made him a little lower than the angels; you gave him a
crown of glory and honour, and made him ruler over all the works of your
hands: 8You put all things under his feet. For in making man the ruler over
all things, God did not put anything outside his authority; though we do not
see everything under himnow. 9Butwe see himwhowasmade a little lower
than the angels, even Jesus, crowned with glory and honour, because he let
himself be put to death so that by the grace of God he might undergo death
for all men. 10Because it was right for him, for whom and throughwhom all
things have being, in guiding his sons to glory, to make the captain of their
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salvation complete through pain. 11 For he who makes holy and those who
aremadeholy are all of one family; and for this reason it is no shame for him
togive themthenameofbrothers, 12Saying, Iwill give theknowledgeof your
name to my brothers, I will make a song of praise to you before the church.
13 And again he says, I will put my faith in him. And again, See, I am here,
and the childrenwhichGod has given tome. 14Andbecause the children are
flesh and blood, he took a body himself and became like them; so that by his
death hemight put an end to himwho had the power of death, that is to say,
the Evil One; 15 And let those who all their lives were in chains because of
their fear of death, go free. 16For, truly, he does not take on the life of angels,
but that of the seed ofAbraham. 17Because of this itwas necessary for him to
be made like his brothers in every way, so that he might be a high priest full
of mercy and keeping faith in everything to do with God, making offerings
for the sins of the people. 18For having been put to the test himself, he is able
to give help to others when they are tested.

3
1For this reason, holy brothers, marked out to have a part in heaven, give

thought to Jesus the representative and high priest of our faith; 2Who kept
faith with God who gave him his place, even as Moses did in all his house.
3And it was right for this man to havemore honour thanMoses, even as the
builder of a house has more honour than the house. 4For every house has a
builder; but the builder of all things is God. 5AndMoses certainly kept faith
asa servant, inall hishouse, andasawitnessof those thingswhichwere tobe
said later; 6ButChrist asa son, overhishouse;whosehousearewe, ifwekeep
our hearts fixed in the glad and certain hope till the end. 7And so, as theHoly
Spirit says, Today if you let his voice come to your ears, 8Benot hard of heart,
as when youmademe angry, on the day of testing in the waste land, 9When
your fathers put me to the test, and sawmy works for forty years. 10 So that
I was angry with this generation, and I said, Their hearts are in error at all
times, and theyhavenoknowledgeofmyways; 11Andbeingangry Imadean
oath, saying, They may not come into my rest. 12My brothers, take care that
there is not by chance in any one of you an evil heart without belief, turning
away from the living God: 13 But give comfort to one another every day as
long as it is still Today; so that no one among you may be made hard by the
deceit of sin: 14For if we keep the substance of the faith which we had at the
start, even till the end, we have a partwith Christ; 15As it is said, Today if you
will let his voice come to your ears, be not hard of heart, as when you made
him angry. 16Whomade him angrywhen his voice came to them? was it not
all thosewho cameout of EgyptwithMoses? 17Andwithwhomwasheangry
for forty years? was it not with those who did evil, who came to their deaths
in the waste land? 18And to whom did he make an oath that they might not
come into his rest? was it not to those whowent against his orders? 19 So we
see that they were not able to go in because they had no belief.

4
1 Let us then, though we still have God's word that we may come into his

rest, go in fear that some of you may be unable to do so. 2 And, truly, the
good news came to us, even as it did to them; but the hearing of theword did
them no good, because they were not united in faith with the true hearers.
3For those of us who have belief come into his rest; even as he has said, As I
said in my oath when I was angry, They may not come into my rest: though
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the works were done from the time of the making of the world. 4 For in one
place he has said of the seventh day, And God had rest from all his works on
the seventh day; 5And in the same place he says again, They will not come
into my rest. 6 So that as it is clear that some have to go in, and that the first
hearers of the good news were not able to go in because they went against
God's orders, 7After a long time, againnaminga certainday, he says inDavid,
Today (ashehadsaidbefore), Today if youwill let his voice come toyourears,
be not hard of heart, 8 For if Joshua had given them rest, he would not have
said anything about another day. 9So that there is still a Sabbath-keeping for
the people of God. 10 For the man who comes into his rest has had rest from
his works, as God did from his. 11Because of this, let us have a strong desire
to come into that rest, and let no one go after the example of thosewhowent
against God's orders. 12For theword of God is living and full of power, and is
sharper than any two-edged sword, cutting through and making a division
even of the soul and the spirit, the bones and the muscles, and quick to see
the thoughts and purposes of the heart. 13And there is nothing made which
is not completely clear to him; there is nothing covered, but all things are
open to the eyes of him with whom we have to do. 14Having then a great
high priest, who has made his way through the heavens, even Jesus the Son
of God, let us be strong in our faith. 15 For we have not a high priest who is
not able to be touched by the feelings of our feeble flesh; but we have one
who has been tested in all points as we ourselves are tested, but without sin.
16Then let us come near to the seat of grace without fear, so that mercy may
be given to us, and wemay get grace for our help in time of need.

5
1 Every high priest who is taken from among men is given his position to

take care of the interests of men in those things which have to do with God,
so that he may make offerings for sins. 2He is able to have feeling for those
whohavenoknowledgeand for thosewhoarewandering from the trueway,
because he himself is feeble; 3And being feeble, he has tomake sin-offerings
for himself aswell as for the people. 4Andnomanwho is not given authority
byGod, as Aaronwas, takes this honour for himself. 5 In the sameway Christ
did not take for himself the glory of being made a high priest, but was given
it by him who said, You are my Son, this day I have given you being: 6As he
says inanotherplace, Youareapriest for everafter theorderofMelchizedek.
7 Who in the days of his flesh, having sent up prayers and requests with
strong crying and weeping to him who was able to give him salvation from
death, had his prayer answered because of his fear of God. 8And though he
was a Son, through the pain which he underwent, the knowledge came to
him of what it was to be under God's orders; 9And when he had been made
complete, hebecame the giver of eternal salvation to all thosewhoareunder
his orders; 10Being named by God a high priest of the order of Melchizedek.
11Of whomwe havemuch to say which it is hard tomake clear, because you
are slow of hearing. 12And though by this time it would be right for you to
be teachers, you still have need of someone to give you teaching about the
first simple rules of God's revelation; you have become like babieswho have
need ofmilk, andnot of solid food. 13For everyonewho takesmilk iswithout
experience of the word of righteousness: he is a child. 14But solid food is for
men of full growth, even for those whose senses are trained by use to see
what is good andwhat is evil.
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6
1 For this reason let us go on from the first things about Christ to full

growth; not building again that onwhich it is based, that is, the turning of the
heart from dead works, and faith in God, 2The teaching of baptisms, and of
the putting on of hands, and of the future life of the dead, and of the judging
on the last day. 3Now we will do this, if God lets us. 4 As for those who at
one time saw the light, tasting the good things fromheaven, andhaving their
part in the Holy Spirit, 5With knowledge of the good word of God, and of
the powers of the coming time, 6And then let themselves be turned away, it
is not possible for their hearts to be made new a second time; because they
themselves put the Son of God on the cross again, openly shaming him. 7For
a land, drinking in the frequent rain and producing good plants for those
for whom it is worked, has a blessing from God: 8 But if it sends up thorns
and evil plants, it is of no use and is ready to be cursed; its only end is to be
burned. 9 But, my loved ones, though we say this, we are certain that you
have better things in you, things which go with salvation; 10 For God is true,
and will not put away from him the memory of your work and of your love
for his name, in the help which you gave and still give to the saints. 11And
it is our desire that you may all keep the same high purpose in certain hope
to the end: 12 So that you may not be slow in heart, but may take as your
example those to whom God has given their heritage, because of their faith
and their long waiting. 13For when Godmade his oath to Abraham, because
there was no greater oath, he made it by himself, 14 Saying, Be certain that
I will give you my blessing, and make your numbers very great. 15 And so,
when he had been waiting calmly for a long time, God's word to him was
put into effect. 16 For men at all times make their oaths by what is greater;
and any argument is ended by the decision of the oath. 17 So that when it
was God's desire to make it specially clear to those who by his word were to
have the heritage, that his purpose was fixed, he made it more certain with
an oath; 18So thatwe,whohave gone inflight fromdanger to the hopewhich
hasbeenput beforeus,mayhave a strong comfort in twounchanging things,
in which it is not possible for God to be false; 19And this hope is like a strong
band for our souls, fixed and certain, and going in to that which is inside the
veil; 20Where Jesus has gone before us, as a high priest for ever after the
order of Melchizedek.

7
1For thisMelchizedek, thekingofSalem, apriestof theMostHighGod,who

gave Abraham his blessing, meeting him when he came back after putting
the kings to death, 2And to whom Abraham gave a tenth part of everything
which he had, being first namedKing of righteousness, and then in addition,
King of Salem, that is to say, King of peace; 3Being without father or mother,
or family, having no birth or end to his life, being made like the Son of God,
is a priest for ever. 4Now see how great this man was, to whom our father
Abraham gave a tenth part of what he had got in the fight. 5 And it is true
that by the law, those of the sons of Levi who have the position of priests
may take a tenth part of the people's goods; that is to say, they take it from
their brothers though these are the sons of Abraham. 6 But this man, who
was not of their family, took the tenth fromAbraham, and gave a blessing to
him towhomGod had given his undertaking. 7But there is no doubt that the
less gets his blessing from the greater. 8Now at the present time, men over
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whomdeath has power take the tenth; but then it was taken by one ofwhom
it is witnessed that he is living. 9 And we may say that in Abraham, even
Levi, who has a right to take the tenth part, gave it; 10 Because he was still
in his father's bodywhenMelchizedek came to him. 11Now if it was possible
for things to be made complete through the priests of the house of Levi (for
the law was given to the people in connection with them), what need was
there for another priest who was of the order of Melchizedek and not of the
order of Aaron? 12Because if the priests are changed, it is necessary tomake
a change in the law. 13For he ofwhom these things are said comes of another
tribe, of which no man has ever made offerings at the altar. 14 Because it is
clear that our Lord comes out of Judah, andMoses said nothing about priests
from that tribe. 15 And this is even more clear if a second priest has come
up who is like Melchizedek, 16That is to say, not made by a law based on the
flesh, but by the power of a life without end: 17 For it has been witnessed
of him, You are a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. 18 So the
lawwhich went before is put on one side, because it was feeble andwithout
profit. 19 (Because the lawmade nothing complete), and in its place there is a
betterhope, throughwhichwecomenear toGod. 20Andas this isnotwithout
the taking of an oath 21 (For those were made priests without an oath, but
this one was made a priest with an oath by him who says of him, The Lord
gave his oath, which he will not take back, that you are a priest for ever);
22By so much is it a better agreement which we have through Jesus. 23And
it is true that there have been a great number of those priests, because death
does not let them go on for ever; 24 But this priest, because his life goes on
for ever, is unchanging. 25 So that he is fully able to be the saviour of all who
come to God through him, because he is ever living to make prayer to God
for them. 26 It was right for us to have such a high priest, onewho is holy and
without evil, doing nowrong, having no part with sinners, andmade higher
than the heavens: 27Who has no need to make offerings for sins every day,
like those high priests, first for himself, and then for the people; because he
did this once and for ever when he made an offering of himself. 28 The law
makes high priests of men who are feeble; but the word of the oath, which
was made after the law, gives that position to a Son, in whom all good is for
ever complete.

8
1Now of the things we are saying this is the chief point: We have such a

high priest, who has taken his place at the right hand of God's high seat of
glory in heaven, 2As a servant of the holy things and of the true Tent, which
was put up by God, not by man. 3Now every high priest is given authority
to take to God the things which are given and to make offerings; so that it is
necessary for this man, like them, to have something for an offering. 4 If he
had been on earth he would not have been a priest at all, because there are
other priests whomake the offerings ordered by the law; 5Being servants of
thatwhich is a copy and an image of the things in heaven, asMoses, when he
was about to make the Tent, had special orders from God: for, See, he said,
that you make everything like the design which you saw in the mountain.
6But nowhis position as priest is higher. because throughhimGodhasmade
a better agreement with man, based on the giving of better things. 7 For if
that first agreement had been as good as possible, therewould have been no
place for a second. 8 For, protesting against them, he says, See, the days are
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comingwhen Iwillmake anewagreementwith the house of Israel, andwith
the house of Judah; 9Not like the agreement which Imadewith their fathers
when I took them by the hand, to be their guide out of the land of Egypt; for
they did not keep the agreement withme, and I gave them up, says the Lord.
10For this is the agreement which I will make with the people of Israel after
those days: I will put my laws into their minds, writing them in their hearts:
and I will be their God, and they will be my people: 11And there will be no
need for everyman to be teaching his brother, or his neighbour, saying, This
is the knowledge of the Lord: for they will all have knowledge of me, great
and small. 12And I will have mercy on their evil-doing, and I will not keep
their sins in mind. 13When he says, A new agreement, he has made the first
agreement old. But anything which is getting old and past use will not be
seenmuch longer.

9
1Now the first agreement had its rules of worship, and a holy order. 2 For

the first Tent was made ready, having in it the vessels for the lights and
the table and the ordering of the bread; and this is named the holy place.
3And inside the second veil was the placewhich is named theHoly of holies;
4 Having a vessel of gold in it for burning perfumes, and the ark of the
agreement, which was covered with gold and which had in it a pot made of
gold for themanna, andAaron's rodwhich put out buds, and the stoneswith
thewritingof theagreement; 5Andover itwere thewingedonesofglorywith
theirwings covering themercy-seat; aboutwhich it is not possiblenow to say
anything in detail. 6 Now while these things were in existence, the priests
went into the first Tent at all times, for prayer and the making of offerings.
7 But only the high priest went into the second, once a year, not without
makinganofferingofblood forhimself and for the errors of thepeople: 8The
Holy Spirit witnessing by this that theway into the holy place had not at that
time been made open, while the first Tent was still in being; 9And this is an
image of the present time;when the offeringswhich are given are not able to
make the heart of theworshipper completely clean, 10Because they are only
rules of the flesh, of meats and drinks andwashings, which have their place
till the time comes when things will be put right. 11But now Christ has come
as the high priest of the good things of the future, through this greater and
better Tent, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this world, 12And has
gone once and for ever into the holy place, having got eternal salvation, not
through the blood of goats and young oxen, but through his blood. 13 For
if the blood of goats and oxen, and the dust from the burning of a young
cow, being put on the unclean, make the flesh clean: 14 How much more
will the blood of Christ, who, being without sin, made an offering of himself
to God through the Holy Spirit, make your hearts clean from dead works to
be servants of the living God? 15And for this cause it is through him that a
new agreement has come into being, so that after the errors under the first
agreement had been taken away by his death, the word of God might have
effect for those who were marked out for an eternal heritage. 16 Because
where there is a testament, there has to be the death of the man who made
it. 17 For a testament has effect after death; for what power has it while the
manwhomade it is living? 18So that even the first agreement was not made
without blood. 19 For when Moses had given all the rules of the law to the
people, he took the blood of goats and young oxen, with water and red wool
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and hyssop, and put it on the book itself and on all the people, 20Saying, This
blood is the sign of the agreement which God has made with you. 21And the
blood was put on the Tent and all the holy vessels in the same way. 22 And
by the law almost all things are made clean with blood, and without blood
there is no forgiveness. 23For this cause it was necessary to make the copies
of the things in heaven cleanwith these offerings; but the things themselves
aremade cleanwithbetter offerings than these. 24ForChrist didnot go into a
holy place which had beenmade bymen's hands as the copy of the true one;
but hewent into heaven itself, andnow takes his place before the face of God
for us. 25Andhe did not have tomake an offering of himself again and again,
as the high priest goes into the holy place every yearwith bloodwhich is not
his; 26For then he would have undergone a number of deaths from the time
of the making of the world: but now he has come to us at the end of the old
order, to put away sin by the offering of himself. 27And because by God's law
death comes tomen once, and after that they are judged; 28So Christ, having
at his first coming taken on himself the sins of men, will be seen a second
time, without sin, by those who are waiting for him, for their salvation.

10
1For the law, being only a poor copy of the future good things, and not the

true image of those things, is never able tomake the people who come to the
altar every year with the same offerings completely clean. 2 For if this had
been possible, would there not have been an end of those offerings, because
the worshippers would have been made completely clean and would have
beenno longer conscious of sins? 3But year by year there is amemoryof sins
in those offerings. 4Because it is not possible for the blood of oxen and goats
to take away sins. 5 So that when he comes into the world, he says, You had
nodesire for offerings, but youmade abody ready forme; 6Youhadno joy in
burned offerings or in offerings for sin. 7Then I said, See, I have come to do
your pleasure, OGod (as it is said ofme in the roll of the book). 8After saying,
You had no desire for offerings, for burned offerings or offerings for sin
(whicharemadeby the law) andyouhadnopleasure in them, 9Thenhe said,
See, I have come to do your pleasure. He took away the old order, so that he
might put the new order in its place. 10By that pleasure we have beenmade
holy, by the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once and for ever. 11 And
every priest takes his place at the altar day by day, doing what is necessary,
andmaking again and again the same offeringswhich are never able to take
away sins. 12But when Jesus hadmade one offering for sins for ever, he took
his place at the right hand of God; 13And has been waiting there from that
time, till all who are against him aremade a foot-rest for his feet. 14Because
by one offering he has made complete for ever those who are made holy.
15And the Holy Spirit is a witness for us: for after he had said, 16 This is the
agreement which I will make with them after those days, says the Lord; I
will put my laws in their hearts, writing them in their minds; he said, 17And
I will keep no more memory of their sins and of their evil-doings. 18 Now
where there is forgiveness of these, there is no more offering for sin. 19 So
then, my brothers, being able to go into the holy place without fear, because
of the blood of Jesus, 20By the new and living way which he made open for
us through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 21And having a great priest over
the house of God, 22Let us go in with true hearts, in certain faith, having our
hearts made free from the sense of sin and our bodies washed with clean
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water: 23 Let us keep the witness of our hope strong and unshaking, for he
is true who has given his word: 24 And let us be moving one another at all
times to love and good works; 25Not giving up our meetings, as is the way
of some, but keeping one another strong in faith; and all the more because
you see the day coming near. 26 For if we do evil on purpose after we have
had the knowledge of what is true, there is no more offering for sins, 27But
only a great fear of being judged, and of the fire of wrath which will be the
destruction of the haters of God. 28A man who has gone against the law of
Moses is put to death without pity on the word of two or three witnesses:
29Butwill not themanbywhom the Son of Godhas been crushed under foot,
and the blood of the agreement with which he was washed clean has been
taken as an unholy thing, andwho has had no respect for the Spirit of grace,
be judged bad enough for a very much worse punishment? 30 For we have
hadexperienceofhimwhosays, Punishment ismine, Iwill give reward. And
again, TheLordwill be judgeofhis people. 31Wemaywell go in fearof falling
into the hands of the living God. 32But give thought to the days after you had
seen the light, when you went through a great war of troubles; 33 In part, in
being attacked by angry words and cruel acts, before the eyes of everyone,
and in part, in being united with those whowere attacked in this way. 34For
you had pity on those who were in prison, and had joy in the loss of your
property, in theknowledge that you still hadabetter property andonewhich
youwould keep for ever. 35So do not give up your hopewhichwill be greatly
rewarded. 36 For, having done what was right in God's eyes, you have need
ofwaiting before hisword has effect for you. 37 In a very little time hewho is
coming will come; he will not be slow. 38But the upright man will be living
by his faith; and if he goes back, my soul will have no pleasure in him. 39But
we are not of those who go back to destruction; but of those who have faith
even to the salvation of the soul.

11
1Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, and the sign that the things

not seen are true. 2 For by it our fathers had God's approval. 3 By faith it
is clear to us that the order of events was fixed by the word of God, so that
what is seen has not beenmade from thingswhich only seem to be. 4By faith
Abel made a better offering to God than Cain, and he had witness through it
of his righteousness, God giving his approval of his offering: and his voice
still comes to us through it though he is dead. 5By faith Enoch was taken up
to heaven so that he did not see death; he was seen no longer, for God took
himaway: for before hewas taken, witness had been given that hewaswell-
pleasing to God: 6And without faith it is not possible to be well-pleasing to
him, for it is necessary for anyone who comes to God to have the belief that
God is, and that he is a rewarder of all those who make a serious search for
him. 7By faith Noah, beingmoved by the fear of God, made ready an ark for
the salvation of his family, because God had given him news of things which
werenot seenat the time; and through it theworldwas judgedbyhim, andhe
got for his heritage the righteousness which is by faith. 8 By faith Abraham
did as God said when he was ordered to go out into a place which was to
be given to him as a heritage, and went out without knowledge of where he
was going. 9By faith he was a wanderer in the land of the agreement, as in a
strange land, living in tentswith Isaac and Jacob, who had a partwith him in
the same heritage: 10For he was looking for the strong town, whose builder
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andmaker isGod. 11Andby faithSarahherselfhadpower togivebirth,when
she was very old, because she had faith in himwho gave his word; 12 So that
from oneman, whowas near to death, came children in number as the stars
in heaven, or as the sand by the seaside, which may not be numbered. 13All
these came to their end in faith, not having had the heritage; but having seen
it with delight far away, they gave witness that they were wanderers and
not of the earth. 14 For those who say such things make it clear that they
are searching for a country for themselves. 15And truly if they had kept in
mind the country fromwhich theywent out, theywouldhavehad chances of
turning back. 16But now their desire is for a better country, that is to say, for
one in heaven; and so it is no shame to God to be named their God; for he has
made ready a town for them. 17By faith Abrahammade an offering of Isaac,
when hewas tested: and he with whom the agreement had beenmade gave
up as an offering the only son of his body, 18Ofwhom it had been said, From
Isaacwill your seed take their name: 19 Judging that Godwas able to give life
even to the dead; and because of this he did get him back as if from death.
20By faith Isaac, blessing Jacob and Esau, gave news of things to come. 21By
faith Jacob gave a blessing to the two sons of Joseph, when he was near to
death; andgaveGodworship, supportedbyhis stick. 22By faith Joseph,when
his end was near, said that the children of Israel would go out of Egypt; and
gave orders about his bones. 23By faithMoseswas kept secretly by his father
andmother for threemonths after his birth, because they saw that he was a
fair child; and they had no fear of the king's orders. 24By faith Moses, when
he became aman, had no desire to be named the son of Pharaoh's daughter;
25Feeling that it was better to undergo pain with the people of God, than for
a short time to have a taste of the pleasures of sin; 26 Judging a part in the
shame of Christ to be better than all the wealth of Egypt; for he was looking
forward to his reward. 27 By faith he went out of Egypt, not being turned
from his purpose by fear of the wrath of the king; for he kept on his way,
as seeing him who is unseen. 28 By faith he kept the Passover, and put the
sign of the blood on the houses, so that the angel of destruction might not
put their oldest sons to death. 29 By faith they went through the Red Sea as
if it had been dry land, though the Egyptians were overcome by the water
when they made an attempt to do the same. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho
camedown, after they had been circled for seven days. 31By faith Rahab, the
loose woman, was not put to death with those who had gone against God's
orders, because she had taken into her house in peace those sent to see the
land. 32 What more am I to say? For there would not be time to give the
stories of Gideon, Barak, Samson, and Jephthah, of David and Samuel and
the prophets: 33Who through faith overcame kingdoms, did righteousness,
got their reward, kept the mouths of lions shut, 34 Put out the power of fire,
got safely away from the edge of the sword, were made strong when they
had been feeble, became full of power in war, and put to flight the armies
of the nations. 35Women had their dead given back to them living; others
let themselves be cruelly attacked, having no desire to go free, so that they
might have a better life to come; 36And others were tested by being laughed
at or by blows, and even with chains and prisons: 37They were stoned, they
were cut up with knives, they were tested, they were put to death with the
sword, they went about in sheepskins and in goatskins; being poor and in
pain and cruelly attacked, 38Wandering in waste places and in mountains
and in holes in the rocks; for whom the world was not good enough. 39And
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not one of these got the good things of the agreement, though they all had a
good record through faith, 40Because God had kept some better thing for us,
so that it was not possible for them to become complete without us.

12
1For this reason, as we are circled by so great a cloud of witnesses, putting

off every weight, and the sin into which we come so readily, let us keep on
running in the way which is marked out for us, 2Having our eyes fixed on
Jesus, the guide and end of our faith, who went through the pains of the
cross, not caring for the shame, becauseof the joywhichwasbeforehim, and
who has now taken his place at the right hand of God's seat of power. 3Give
thought to him who has undergone so much of the hate of sinners against
himself, so that you may not be tired and feeble of purpose. 4 Till now you
have not given your blood in your fight against sin: 5And you have not kept
in mind the word which says to you as to sons, My son, do not make little
of the Lord's punishment, and do not give up hope when you are judged by
him; 6 For the Lord sends punishment on his loved ones; everyone whom
he takes as his son has experience of his rod. 7 It is for your training that
you undergo these things; God is acting to you as a father does to his sons;
for what son does not have punishment from his father? 8 But if you have
not that punishment of which we all have our part, then you are not true
sons, but children of shame. 9 And again, if the fathers of our flesh gave
us punishment and had our respect, how much more will we be under the
authority of the Father of spirits, and have life? 10 For they truly gave us
punishment for a short time, as it seemed good to them; but he does it for
our profit, so thatwemay becomeholy as he is. 11At the time all punishment
seems to be pain and not joy: but after, those who have been trained by it
get from it the peace-giving fruit of righteousness. 12 For this cause let the
handswhich arehangingdownbe liftedup, and let the feeble knees bemade
strong, 13And make straight roads for your feet, so that the feeble may not
be turned out of the way, but may be made strong. 14 Let your desire be for
peace with all men, and to bemade holy, without which nomanmay see the
Lord; 15 Looking with care to see that no man among you in his behaviour
comes short of the grace of God; for fear that some bitter root may come up
tobea trouble to you, and that someof youmaybemadeuncleanby it; 16And
that theremay not be any evil liver, or anymanwithout respect for God, like
Esau, who let his birthright go for a plate of food. 17For you have knowledge
that even long after, when he was desiring the blessing for his heritage, he
was turned away, though hemade his request frequently andwithweeping;
because the past might not be changed. 18You have not come to a mountain
which may be touched, and is burning with fire, and to a black cloud, and a
dark smoke, and a violent wind, 19And to the sound of a horn, and the voice
of words, the hearers of whichmade request that not a wordmoremight be
said to them: 20For the order which said, If themountain is touched even by
a beast, the beast is to be stoned, seemed hard to them; 21And the visionwas
so overpowering that even Moses said, I am shaking and full of fear. 22 But
you have come to the mountain of Zion, to the place of the living God, to the
Jerusalem which is in heaven, and to an army of angels which may not be
numbered, 23 To the great meeting and church of the first of those who are
named in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of good men
made complete, 24And to Jesus bywhom the new agreement has beenmade
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between God andman, and to the sign of the blood which says better things
thanAbel'sblood. 25See thatyougiveear tohisvoicewhichcomes toyou. For
if those whose ears were shut to the voice which came to them on earth did
not go free from punishment, what chance have we of going free if we give
no attention tohimwhose voice comes fromheaven? 26Whose voicewas the
cause of the shakingof the earth; butnowhehasmadeanoath, saying, There
will be still onemore shaking, not only of the earth, but of heaven. 27And the
words, Still onemore, make it clear that there will be a taking away of those
things which are shaking, as of things which are made, so that there may
be only those things of which no shaking is possible. 28 If then, we have a
kingdomwhich will never be moved, let us have grace, so that we may give
God suchworship as is pleasing to himwith fear and respect: 29For our God
is an all-burning fire.

13
1Go on loving your brothers in the faith. 2 Take care to keep open house:

because in this way some have had angels as their guests, without being
consciousof it. 3Keep inmind thosewhoare in chains, as if youwere chained
with them, and those who are in trouble, as being yourselves in the body.
4 Let married life be honoured among all of you and not made unclean; for
men untrue in married life will be judged by God. 5Be free from the love of
money and pleased with the things which you have; for he himself has said,
I will be with you at all times. 6 So that we say with a good heart, The Lord
is my helper; I will have no fear: what is man able to do to me? 7 Keep in
mind those who were over you, and who gave you the word of God; seeing
the outcome of their way of life, let your faith be like theirs. 8 Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday and today and for ever. 9 Do not be turned away by
different strange teachings, because it is good for your hearts to be made
strong by grace, and not bymeats, whichwere of no profit to thosewho took
so much trouble over them. 10We have an altar from which those priests
whoare servants in theTentmaynot take food. 11For thebodies of thebeasts
whose blood is taken into the holy place by the high priest as an offering for
sin are burned outside the circle of the tents. 12For this reason Jesuswas put
todeathoutside thewalls, so thathemightmake thepeopleholybyhisblood.
13 Let us then go out to him outside the circle of the tents, taking his shame
on ourselves. 14For herewehave nofixed resting-place, but our search is for
the onewhich is to come. 15Let us thenmake offerings of praise to God at all
times through him, that is to say, the fruit of lips giving witness to his name.
16But goondoinggoodandgiving toothers, becauseGod iswell-pleasedwith
such offerings. 17Give ear to those who are rulers over you, and do as they
say: for they keep watch over your souls, ready to give an account of them;
let them be able to do this with joy and not with grief, because that would be
of no profit to you. 18Make prayers for us, for we are certain that our hearts
are free from the sense of sin, desiring the right way of life in all things. 19 I
make this request more strongly, in the hope of coming back to you more
quickly. 20 Now may the God of peace, who made that great keeper of his
flock, even our Lord Jesus, comeback from the dead through the blood of the
eternal agreement, 21Makeyou full of everygoodworkandready todoallhis
desires, working in us whatever is pleasing in his eyes through Jesus Christ;
andmay the glory be given to him for ever and ever. So be it. 22But, brothers,
take kindly the words which I have said for your profit; for I have not sent
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you a long letter. 23Our brother Timothy has been let out of prison; and if he
comes here in a short time, he and I will come to you together. 24Give words
of love fromme to thosewho are rulers over you, and to all the saints. Those
who are in Italy send you their love. 25May grace be with you all.
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The Letter from James
1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, sends words of love

to the twelve tribes of the Jews living in all parts of the earth. 2 Let it be all
joy to you, my brothers, when you undergo tests of every sort; 3Because you
have theknowledge that the testingofyour faithgivesyou thepowerof going
on in hope; 4But let this power have its full effect, so that you may be made
complete, needing nothing. 5But if any man among you is without wisdom,
let him make his request to God, who gives freely to all without an unkind
word, and itwill begiven tohim. 6Lethimmakehis request in faith, doubting
nothing; for hewho has doubt in his heart is like thewaves of the sea, which
are troubledby thedrivingof thewind. 7Let it not seemto suchaman thathe
will get anything from the Lord; 8 For there is a division in his mind, and he
is uncertain in all his ways. 9But let the brother of low position be glad that
he is lifted up; 10 But the man of wealth, that he is made low; because like
the flower of the grass he will come to his end. 11 For when the sun comes
up with its burning heat, the grass gets dry and the grace of its form is gone
with the falling flower; so the man of wealth comes to nothing in his ways.
12 There is a blessing on the man who undergoes testing; because, if he has
God's approval, he will be given the crown of life, which the Lord has said
he will give to those who have love for him. 13 Let no man say when he is
tested, I am tested by God; for it is not possible for God to be tested by evil,
andhe himself puts noman to such a test: 14But everyman is testedwhenhe
is turned out of the right way by the attraction of his desire. 15Thenwhen its
time comes, desire gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is of full growth, gives
birth to death. 16Donot be turned from the rightway, dear brothers. 17Every
good and true thing is given to us from heaven, coming from the Father of
lights, withwhom there is no change or any shademade by turning. 18Of his
purpose he gave us being, by his true word, so that we might be, in a sense,
the first-fruits of all the things which he had made. 19 You have knowledge
of this, dear brothers. But let every man be quick in hearing, slow in words,
slow to get angry; 20For the righteousness of God does not come about by the
wrath of man. 21 For this reason, putting away all dirty behaviour and the
overweight of evil, take into your souls without pride thewordwhich, being
planted there, is able to give you salvation. 22But be doers of the word, and
not only hearers of it, blinding yourselves with false ideas. 23Because if any
man is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man looking at his
natural face in a glass; 24 For after looking at himself he goes away, and in
a short time he has no memory of what he was like. 25 But he who goes on
looking into the true law which makes him free, being not a hearer without
memory but a doer putting it into effect, this manwill have a blessing on his
acts. 26 If a man seems to have religion and has no control over his tongue
but lets himself be tricked by what is false, this man's religion is of no value.
27 The religion which is holy and free from evil in the eyes of our God and
Father is this: to take care of children who have no fathers and of widows
who are in trouble, and to keep oneself untouched by the world.

2
1Mybrothers, if you have the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ of glory, do not
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take aman's position into account. 2For if aman comes into your Synagogue
in fair clothing and with a gold ring, and a poor man comes in with dirty
clothing, 3And you do honour to theman in fair clothing and say, Come here
and take this good place; and you say to the poorman, Take up your position
there, or be seated at my feet; 4 Is there not a division in your minds? have
you not become judges with evil thoughts? 5Give ear, my dear brothers; are
not thosewho are poor in the things of thisworldmarked out byGod to have
faith as their wealth, and for their heritage the kingdom which he has said
hewill give to thosewho have love for him? 6But you have put the poorman
to shame. Are not the men of wealth rulers over you? do they not take you
by force before their judges? 7Do they not say evil of the holy name which
was given to you? 8 But if you keep the greatest law of all, as it is given in
the holyWritings, Have love for your neighbour as for yourself, you dowell:
9But if you take aman's position into account, you do evil, and are judged as
evil-doers by the law. 10For anyonewho keeps all the law, butmakes a slip in
one point, is judged to have gone against it all. 11For he who said, Do not be
untrue inmarried life, is the samewho said, Put noman to death. Now if you
are not untrue inmarried life, but you put aman to death, the law is broken.
12Let your words and your acts be those of menwho are to be judged by the
law which makes free. 13 For the man who has had no mercy will be judged
without mercy, but mercy takes pride in overcoming judging. 14What use is
it, my brothers, for a man to say that he has faith, if he does nothing? will
such a faith give him salvation? 15 If a brother or a sister is without clothing
and in need of the day's food, 16 And one of you says to them, Go in peace,
be warm and full of food; but you do not give them the things of which their
bodies have need, what profit is there in this? 17Even so faithwithoutworks
is dead. 18 But a man may say, You have faith and I have works; let me see
your faith without your works, and I will make my faith clear to you by my
works. 19You have the belief that God is one, and you dowell: the evil spirits
have the samebelief, shakingwith fear. 20Doyounot see, O foolishman, that
faith without works is of no use? 21Was not the righteousness of Abraham
our father judged by his works, when he made an offering of Isaac his son
on the altar? 22 You see that his faith was helping his works and was made
complete by them; 23And the holy Writings were put into effect which said,
AndAbrahamhad faith inGodand itwasput tohis account as righteousness;
and he was named the friend of God. 24 You see that a man's righteousness
is judged by his works and not by his faith only. 25And in the sameway, was
not the righteousnessofRahab, the loosewoman, judgedbyherworks,when
she took into her house those who were sent and let them go out by another
way? 26For as the bodywithout the spirit is dead even so faithwithoutworks
is dead.

3
1Do not all be teachers, my brothers, because we teachers will be judged

more hardly than others. 2 For we all go wrong in a number of things. If a
man never makes a slip in his talk, then he is a complete man and able to
keep all his body in control. 3Now if we put bits of iron into horses' mouths
so that they may be guided by us, we have complete control of their bodies.
4And again ships, though they are so great and are moved by violent winds,
are turned by a very small guiding-blade, at the impulse of the man who is
using it. 5 Even so the tongue is a small part of the body, but it takes credit
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for great things. How much wood may be lighted by a very little fire! 6And
the tongue is a fire; it is the power of evil placed in our bodies, making all the
body unclean, putting the wheel of life on fire, and getting its fire from hell.
7 For every sort of beast and bird and every living thing on earth and in the
sea has been controlled by man and is under his authority; 8But the tongue
may not be controlled byman; it is an unresting evil, it is full of the poison of
death. 9With it we give praise to our Lord and Father; and with it we put
a curse on men who are made in God's image. 10 Out of the same mouth
comes blessing and cursing. My brothers, it is not right for these things to be
so. 11Does the fountain send from the same outlet sweet and bitter water?
12 Is a fig-tree able to give us olives, my brothers, or do we get figs from a
vine, or sweet water from the salt sea? 13Who has wisdom and good sense
among you? let himmake his works clear by a life of gentle wisdom. 14But if
you have bitter envy in your heart and the desire to get the better of others,
have no pride in this, talking falsely against what is true. 15 This wisdom is
not from heaven, but is of the earth and the flesh and the Evil One. 16 For
where envy is, and the desire to get the better of others, there is no order,
but every sort of evil-doing. 17But the wisdomwhich is from heaven is first
holy, then gentle, readily giving way in argument, full of peace and mercy
and good works, not doubting, not seeming other than it is. 18And the fruit
of righteousness is planted in peace for those whomake peace.

4
1What is the causeofwars andfightingamongyou? is it not inyourdesires

which are at war in your bodies? 2 You are burning with desire, and have
not your desire, so you put men to death; you are full of envy, and you are
not able to get your desire, so you are fighting and making war; you have
not your desire, because you do not make request for it. 3 You make your
request but you do not get it, because your request has been wrongly made,
desiring the thing only so that you maymake use of it for your pleasure. 4O
youwho are false to God, do you not see that the friends of thisworld are not
God's friends? Everymandesiring to be a friend of thisworldmakes himself
a hater of God. 5 Or does it seem to you that it is for nothing that the holy
Writings say, The spirit which God put into our hearts has a strong desire for
us? 6Buthe givesmore grace. So that theWritings say, God is against themen
of pride, but he gives grace to those who make themselves low before him.
7 For this cause be ruled by God; but make war on the Evil One and he will
be put to flight before you. 8Come near to God and hewill come near to you.
Make your hands clean, you evil-doers; put away deceit from your hearts,
you false inmind. 9Be troubled, with sorrowandweeping; let your laughing
be turned to sorrow and your joy to grief. 10Make yourselves low in the eyes
of the Lord and you will be lifted up by him. 11Do not say evil against one
another, my brothers. Hewho says evil against his brother ormakes himself
his brother's judge, says evil against the law and is judging the law: and in
judging the law you become, not a doer of the law but a judge. 12 There is
only one judge and law-giver, even hewho has the power of salvation and of
destruction; but who are you to be your neighbour's judge? 13How foolish it
is to say, Today or tomorrowwewill go into this town, and be there for a year
and do business there and get wealth: 14When you are not certainwhat will
take place tomorrow. What is your life? It is a mist, which is seen for a little
time and then is gone. 15But the right thing to saywould be, If it is the Lord's
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pleasure and if we are still living, wewill do this and that. 16But now you go
on glorying in your pride: and all such glorying is evil. 17 The man who has
knowledge of how to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.

5
1 Come now, you men of wealth, give yourselves to weeping and crying

because of the bitter troubles which are coming to you. 2 Your wealth is
unclean and insects have made holes in your clothing. 3Your gold and your
silver are wasted and their waste will be awitness against you, burning into
your flesh. You have put by your store in the last days. 4 See, the money
which you falsely kept back from theworkers cutting the grass in your field,
is crying out against you; and the cries of those who took in your grain have
come to the ears of the Lord of armies. 5 You have been living delicately on
earth and have taken your pleasure; you have made your hearts fat for a
day of destruction. 6 You have given your decision against the upright man
and have put him to death. He puts up no fight against you. 7Go on waiting
calmly, my brothers, till the coming of the Lord, like the farmer waiting for
the good fruit of the earth till the early and late rains have come. 8Be as calm
in your waiting; let your hearts be strong: because the coming of the Lord
is near. 9 Say no hard things against one another, brothers, so that you will
not be judged; see, the judge is waiting at the doors. 10Take as an example of
pain nobly undergone and of strength in trouble, the prophets who gave to
men thewords of the Lord. 11We say that thosemenwho have gone through
pain are happy: you have the story of Job and the troubles through which
he went and have seen that the Lord was full of pity and mercy in the end.
12Butmost of all, my brothers, do not take oaths, not by the heaven, or by the
earth, or by any other thing: but let your Yes be Yes, and your No be No: so
that you may not be judged. 13 Is anyone among you in trouble? let him say
prayers. Is anyone glad? let him make a song of praise. 14 Is anyone among
you ill? let him send for the rulers of the church; and let them say prayers
over him, putting oil on him in the name of the Lord. 15And by the prayer of
faith themanwho is illwill bemadewell, andhewill be liftedupby theLord,
and for any sinwhich he has done hewill have forgiveness. 16So then,make
a statement of your sins to one another, and say prayers for one another so
that you may be made well. The prayer of a good man is full of power in
its working. 17 Elijah was a man of flesh and blood as we are, and he made
a strong prayer that there might be no rain; and there was no rain on the
earth for three years and six months. 18 And he made another prayer, and
theheaven sent downrain and the earth gaveher fruit. 19Mybrothers, if one
of youhas goneout of thewayof the true faith andanotherhasmadehimsee
his error, 20Be certain that he throughwhom a sinner has been turned from
the error of his way, keeps a soul from death and is the cause of forgiveness
for sins without number.
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Peter’s First Letter
1 Peter, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, to the saints who are living in Pontus,

Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2Who, through the purpose of God,
havebeenmadeholyby theSpirit, disciplesof Jesus,madecleanbyhisblood:
May you have grace and peace in full measure. 3 Praise be to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who through his great mercy has given us
a new birth and a living hope by the coming again of Jesus Christ from the
dead, 4And a heritage fair, holy and for ever new, waiting in heaven for you,
5Who, by the power of God are kept, through faith, for that salvation, which
will be seenat the last day. 6Youhavecause for great joy in this, though itmay
have been necessary for you to be troubled for a little time, being tested in
all sorts of ways, 7So that the truemetal of your faith, being of much greater
value thangold (which, though it comes toanend, is testedbyfire),maycome
to light in praise and glory and honour, at the revelation of Jesus Christ: 8To
whomyour love is given, though you have not seen him; and the faithwhich
you have in him, though you do not see him now, gives you joy greater than
words and full of glory: 9 For so you have the true end of your faith, even
the salvation of your souls. 10 For the prophets who gave the news of the
grace which would come to you, made search with all care for knowledge
of this salvation; 11 Attempting to see what sort of time the Spirit of Christ
which was in themwas pointing to, when it gave witness to the pains which
Christ would undergo and the glories which would come after them. 12And
it was made clear to those prophets that they were God's servants not for
themselves but for you, to give youword of the thingswhich have now come
to your ears from the preachers of the good news through the Holy Spirit
sent down from heaven; things which even angels have a desire to see. 13So
make yourminds ready, and keep on the watch, hoping with all your power
for the grace which is to come to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14Like
children ruled by God, do not go back to the old desires of the timewhen you
were without knowledge: 15 But be holy in every detail of your lives, as he,
whose servants you are, is holy; 16Because it has been said in the Writings,
You are to be holy, for I am holy. 17 And if you give the name of Father to
himwho, judging everyman by his acts, has no respect for aman's position,
then go in fear while you are on this earth: 18Being conscious that you have
been made free from that foolish way of life which was your heritage from
your fathers, not through a payment of things like silver or goldwhich come
to destruction, 19But through holy blood, like that of a clean and unmarked
lamb, even the blood of Christ: 20Who was marked out by God before the
making of the world, but was caused to be seen in these last times for you,
21Who through him have faith in Godwho took him up again from the dead
into glory; so that your faith and hope might be in God. 22And as you have
made your souls clean, being ruled by what is true, and loving one another
without deceit, see that your love is warm and from the heart: 23 Because
you have had a new birth, not from the seed of man, but from eternal seed,
through the word of a living and unchanging God. 24 For it is said, All flesh
is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of the grass. The grass becomes
dry and the flower dead: 25 But the word of the Lord is eternal. And this is
the word of the good news which was given to you.
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2
1 So putting away all wrongdoing, and all tricks and deceits and envies

and evil talk, 2 Be full of desire for the true milk of the word, as babies at
their mothers' breasts, so that you may go on to salvation; 3 If you have had
a taste of the grace of the Lord: 4 To whom you come, as to a living stone,
not honoured by men, but of great and special value to God; 5 You, as living
stones, are being made into a house of the spirit, a holy order of priests,
making those offerings of the spirit which are pleasing to God through Jesus
Christ. 6Because it is said in theWritings, See, I amplacingakeystone inZion,
of great and special value; and the man who has faith in himwill not be put
to shame. 7And the value is for you who have faith; but it is said for those
without faith, The very stone which the builders put on one side, was made
the chief stone of the building; 8 And, A stone of falling, a rock of trouble;
the word is the cause of their fall, because they go against it, and this was
the purpose of God. 9But you are a special people, a holy nation, priests and
kings, a people given up completely to God, so that you may make clear the
virtues of him who took you out of the dark into the light of heaven. 10 In
the past you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; then
there was no mercy for you, but now mercy has been given to you. 11My
loved ones, I make this request with all my heart, that, as those for whom
this world is a strange country, you will keep yourselves from the desires of
thefleshwhichmakewaragainst the soul; 12Beingof goodbehaviour among
the Gentiles; so that though they say now that you are evil-doers, they may
see your good works and give glory to God when he comes to be their judge.
13 Keep all the laws of men because of the Lord; those of the king, who is
over all, 14And those of the rulers who are sent by him for the punishment
of evil-doers and for the praise of those who do well. 15 Because it is God's
pleasure that foolish and narrow-mindedmenmay be put to shame by your
good behaviour: 16 As those who are free, not using your free position as
a cover for wrongdoing, but living as the servants of God; 17Have respect
for all, loving the brothers, fearing God, honouring the king. 18 Servants,
take orders from yourmasters with all respect; not only if they are good and
gentle, but even if they are bad-humoured. 19For it is a sign of grace if aman,
desiring to do right in the eyes of God, undergoes pain as punishment for
somethingwhich he has not done. 20What credit is it if, when you have done
evil, you take your punishment quietly? but if you are given punishment for
doing right, and take it quietly, this is pleasing toGod. 21This isGod's purpose
for you: because Jesus himself underwent punishment for you, giving you
an example, so that you might go in his footsteps: 22Who did no evil, and
therewasnodeceit inhismouth: 23To sharpwordshegaveno sharpanswer;
when hewas undergoing pain, no angryword came fromhis lips; but he put
himself into the hands of the judge of righteousness: 24He took our sins on
himself, giving his body to be nailed on the tree, so that we, being dead to
sin,might have a new life in righteousness, and by hiswoundswehave been
made well. 25Because, like sheep, you had gone out of the way; but now you
have come back to himwho keeps watch over your souls.

3
1Wives, be ruled by your husbands; so that even if some of them give no

attention to theword, their heartsmay be changed by the behaviour of their
wives, 2When they see your holy behaviour in the fear of God. 3Do not let
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your ornaments be those of the body such as dressing of the hair, or putting
on of jewels of gold or fair clothing; 4But let thembe those of the unseenman
of the heart, the ever-shining ornament of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is
of great price in the eyes of God. 5And these were the ornaments of the holy
women of the past, whose hope was in God, being ruled by their husbands:
6As Sarahwas ruled by Abraham, naming him lord; whose children you are
if youdowell, andarenotput in fearbyanydanger. 7Andyouhusbands, give
thought toyourwayof lifewithyourwives, givinghonour to thewomanwho
is the feebler vessel, but who has an equal part in the heritage of the grace
of life; so that youmay not be kept from prayer. 8Last of all, see that you are
all in agreement; feeling for one another, loving one another like brothers,
full of pity, without pride: 9Not giving back evil for evil, or curse for curse,
but in place of cursing, blessing; because this is the purpose of God for you
that you may have a heritage of blessing. 10 For it is said, Let the man who
has a love of life, desiring to see good days, keep his tongue from evil and his
lips from words of deceit: 11 And let him be turned from evil and do good;
searching for peace and going after it with all his heart. 12 For the eyes of
the Lord are on the upright, and his ears are open to their prayers: but the
face of the Lord is against those who do evil. 13Whowill do you any damage
if you keep your minds fixed on what is good? 14 But you are happy if you
undergo pain because of righteousness; have no part in their fear and donot
be troubled; 15But give honour to Christ in your hearts as your Lord; and be
readyat any timewhenyouarequestionedabout thehopewhich is inyou, to
give an answer in the fear of the Lord and without pride; 16Being conscious
that you have done no wrong; so that those who say evil things about your
good way of life as Christians may be put to shame. 17 Because if it is God's
purpose for you to undergo pain, it is better to do so for well-doing than for
evil-doing. 18BecauseChrist oncewent throughpain for sins, theupright one
taking the place of sinners, so that through himwemight come back to God;
beingput to death in theflesh, but given life in the Spirit; 19Bywhomhewent
to the spirits in prison, preaching to those 20Who, in the days of Noah, went
against God's orders; but God in his mercy kept back the punishment, while
Noah got ready the ark, inwhich a small number, that is to say eight persons,
got salvation through water: 21And baptism, of which this is an image, now
gives you salvation, not by washing clean the flesh, but by making you free
from the sense of sin before God, through the coming again of Jesus Christ
from the dead; 22Who has gone into heaven, and is at the right hand of God,
angels and authorities and powers having been put under his rule.

4
1 So that as Jesus was put to death in the flesh, do you yourselves be of the

samemind; for thedeathof thefleshputs anend to sin; 2So that youmaygive
the rest of your lives in the flesh, not to the desires ofmen, but to the purpose
of God. 3 Because for long enough, in times past, we have been living after
the way of the Gentiles, given up to the desires of the flesh, to drinking and
feasting and loose behaviour and uncleanworship of images; 4And they are
wondering that you no longer go with them in this violent wasting of life,
and are saying evil things of you: 5 But they will have to give an account of
themselves to him who is ready to be the judge of the living and the dead.
6 For this was the reason why the good news of Jesus was given even to the
dead, so that they might be judged as men in the flesh, but might be living
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before God in the spirit. 7 But the end of all things is near: so be serious
in your behaviour and keep on the watch with prayer; 8And most of all be
warm in your love for one another; because in love there is forgiveness for
sins without number: 9Keep open house for all with a glad heart; 10Making
distribution among one another ofwhatever has been given to you, like true
servants of the unmeasured grace of God; 11 If anyonehas anything to say, let
it be as thewords of God; if anyone has the desire to be the servant of others,
let him do it in the strength which is given by God; so that in all things God
may have the glory through Jesus Christ, whose are the glory and the power
for ever. 12Dear brothers, do not be surprised, as if it was something strange,
if your faith is tested as by fire: 13But be glad that you are given a part in the
pains of Christ; so that at the revelation of his glory you may have great joy.
14 If men say evil things of you because of the name of Christ, happy are you;
for the Spirit of glory and of God is resting on you. 15Let no one among you
undergo punishment as a taker of life, or as a thief, or as an evil-doer, or as
one who is over-interested in other men's business; 16 But if he undergoes
punishment as a Christian, that is no shame to him; let him give glory to
God in this name. 17For the time has come for the judging, starting with the
church of God; but if it makes a start with us, what will be the end of those
who are not under the rule of God? 18And if it is hard for even the goodman
to get salvation, what chance has the man without religion or the sinner?
19For this reason let those who by the purpose of God undergo punishment,
keep on in well-doing and put their souls into the safe hands of their Maker.

5
1 Iwhoammyself oneof the rulers of the church, andawitness of thedeath

of Christ, having my part in the coming glory, send this serious request to
the chief men among you: 2 Keep watch over the flock of God which is in
your care, using your authority, not as forced to do so, but gladly; and not for
unclean profit but with a readymind; 3Not as lords over God's heritage, but
making yourselves examples to the flock. 4 And at the coming of the chief
Keeper of the sheep, you will be given the eternal crown of glory. 5 And in
the same way, let the younger men be ruled by the older ones. Let all of you
put away pride andmake yourselves ready to be servants: for God is a hater
of pride, but he gives grace to those who make themselves low. 6 For this
cause make yourselves low under the strong hand of God, so that when the
time comes you may be lifted up; 7 Putting all your troubles on him, for he
takes care of you. 8Be serious and keep watch; the Evil One, who is against
you, goes about like a lion with open mouth in search of food; 9Do not give
way to him but be strong in your faith, in the knowledge that your brothers
who are in the world undergo the same troubles. 10 And after you have
undergone pain for a little time, theGod of all gracewhohas given you apart
in his eternal glory through Christ Jesus, will himself give you strength and
support, andmake you complete in every good thing; 11His is the power for
ever. So be it. 12 I have sent you this short letter by Silvanus, a true brother, in
my opinion; comforting you andwitnessing that this is the true grace of God;
keep to it. 13 She who is in Babylon, who has a part with you in the purpose
of God, sends youher love; and so doesmy sonMark. 14Give one another the
kiss of love. Peace be to you all in Christ.



2 Peter 1:1 1174 2 Peter 2:3

Peter’s Second Letter
1 Simon Peter, a servant and Apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who with

us have a part in the same holy faith in the righteousness of our God and
Saviour Jesus Christ: 2May grace and peace ever be increasing in you, in the
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 3Because by his power he has given
us everything necessary for life and righteousness, through the knowledge
of him who has been our guide by his glory and virtue; 4 And through this
he has given us the hope of great rewards highly to be valued; so that by
them we might have our part in God's being, and be made free from the
destruction which is in the world through the desires of the flesh. 5 So, for
this very cause, take every care; joining virtue to faith, and knowledge to
virtue, 6And self-control to knowledge, and a quiet mind to self-control, and
fear of God to a quiet mind, 7 And love of the brothers to fear of God, and
to love of the brothers, love itself. 8 For if you have these things in good
measure, they will make you fertile and full of fruit in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For the man who has not these things is blind, seeing
only what is near, having no memory of how he was made clean from his
old sins. 10For this reason, my brothers, take all the more care to make your
selection and approval certain; for if you do these things youwill never have
a fall: 11 For so the way will be open to you into the eternal kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 12 For this reason I will be ready at all times
to keep yourmemory of these things awake, though youhave the knowledge
of them now and are well based in your present faith. 13And it seems right
to me, as long as I am in this tent of flesh, to keep your minds awake by
working on your memory; 14 For I am conscious that in a short time I will
have to put off this tent of flesh, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to
me. 15 And I will take every care so that you may have a clear memory of
these things aftermy death. 16Forwhenwe gave you news of the power and
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, our teaching was not based on stories
put together by art, but we were eye-witnesses of his glory. 17 For God the
Father gave him honour and glory, when such a voice came to him out of the
great glory, saying, This ismydearly lovedSon,withwhomIamwell pleased.
18 And this voice came from heaven even to our ears, when we were with
him on the holy mountain. 19 And so the words of the prophets are made
more certain; and it is well for you to give attention to them as to a light
shining in a dark place, till the dawn comes and the morning star is seen in
your hearts; 20Being conscious in the first place that noman by himself may
give a special sense to the words of the prophets. 21 For these words did not
ever come through the impulseofmen: but theprophetshad themfromGod,
beingmoved by the Holy Spirit.

2
1 But there were false prophets among the people, as there will be false

teachers amongyou,whowill secretly put forwardwrong teachings for your
destruction, even turning away from the Lord who gave himself for them;
whose destruction will come quickly, and they themselves will be the cause
of it. 2 And a great number will go with them in their evil ways, through
whom the truewaywill have a badname. 3And in their desire for profit they
will come to you with words of deceit, like traders doing business in souls:
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whose punishment has been ready for a long time and their destruction is
watching for them. 4For if God did not have pity for the angels who did evil,
but sent them down into hell, to be kept in chains of eternal night till they
were judged; 5 And did not have mercy on the world which then was, but
onlykept safeNoah, apreacherof righteousness,with sevenothers,whenhe
let loose the waters over the world of the evil-doers; 6And sent destruction
on Sodom and Gomorrah, burning them upwith fire as an example to those
whose way of life might in the future be unpleasing to him; 7And kept safe
Lot, the upright man, who was deeply troubled by the unclean life of the
evil-doers 8 (Because the soul of that upright man living among them was
pained from day to day by seeing and hearing their crimes): 9 The Lord is
able to keep the upright safe in the time of testing, and to keep evil-doers
under punishment till the day of judging; 10But specially those who go after
the unclean desires of the flesh, and make sport of authority. Ready to take
chances, uncontrolled, theyhaveno fearof sayingevil of those inhighplaces:
11 Though the angels, who are greater in strength and power, do not make
use of violent language against them before the Lord. 12But these men, like
beasts without reason, whose natural use is to be taken and put to death,
crying out against things of which they have no knowledge, will undergo
that same destruction which they are designing for others; 13 For the evil
which overtakes them is the reward of their evil-doing: suchmen take their
pleasure in the delights of the flesh even in the daytime; they are like the
marks of a disease, like poisonedwounds among you, feasting togetherwith
you in joy; 14 Having eyes full of evil desire, never having enough of sin;
turning feeble souls out of the true way; they are children of cursing, whose
hearts are well used to bitter envy; 15Turning out of the true way, they have
gone wandering in error, after the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who was
pleased to take payment forwrongdoing; 16But hiswrongdoingwas pointed
out to him: an ass, talking with a man's voice, put a stop to the error of the
prophet. 17 These are fountains without water, and mists before a driving
storm; for whom the eternal night is kept in store. 18Forwith high-sounding
falsewords,making use of the attraction of unclean desires of the flesh, they
get into their power those newly made free from those who are living in
error; 19Saying that theywill be free, while they themselves are the servants
of destruction; becausewhatever gets the better of amanmakes a servant of
him. 20 For if, after they have got free from the unclean things of the world
through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again
taken in the net and overcome, their last condition is worse than their first.
21 For it would have been better for them to have had no knowledge of the
way of righteousness, than to go back again from the holy law which was
given to them, after having knowledge of it. 22 They are an example of that
true saying, The dog has gone back to the food it had put out, and the pig
which had been washed to its rolling in the dirty earth.

3
1My loved ones, this is now my second letter to you, and in this as in the

first, I am attempting to keep your trueminds awake; 2So that youmay keep
in mind the words of the holy prophets in the past, and the law of the Lord
and Saviour which was given to you by his Apostles. 3Having first of all the
knowledge that in the last days there will be men who, ruled by their evil
desires, will make sport of holy things, 4 Saying, Where is the hope of his



2 Peter 3:5 1176 2 Peter 3:18

coming? From the death of the fathers till now everything has gone on as
it was from themaking of the world. 5But in taking this view they put out of
theirminds thememory that in theolddays therewasaheaven, andanearth
lifted out of the water and circled by water, by the word of God; 6 And that
the world which then was came to an end through the overflowing of the
waters. 7 But the present heaven and the present earth have been kept for
destruction by fire, which is waiting for them on the day of the judging and
destruction of evil men. 8 But, my loved ones, keep in mind this one thing,
that with the Lord one day is the same as a thousand years, and a thousand
years are no more than one day. 9The Lord is not slow in keeping his word,
as he seems to some, but he is waiting in mercy for you, not desiring the
destruction of any, but that all may be turned from their evil ways. 10 But
the day of the Lordwill come like a thief; and in that day the heavens will be
rolledupwithagreatnoise, and the substanceof theearthwill be changedby
violent heat, and the world and everything in it will be burned up. 11 Seeing
then that all these things are coming to such an end, what sort of persons
is it right for you to be, in all holy behaviour and righteousness, 12 Looking
for and truly desiring the coming of the day of God, when the heavens will
come to an end through fire, and the substance of the earth will be changed
by the great heat? 13But having faith in his word, we are looking for a new
heaven and a new earth, which will be the resting-place of righteousness.
14 For this reason, my loved ones, as you are looking for these things, take
great care that when he comes you may be in peace before him, free from
sin and every evil thing. 15And be certain that the long waiting of the Lord
is for salvation; even as our brother Paul has said in his letters to you, from
thewisdomwhichwas given to him; 16And as he said in all his letters, which
had to do with these things; in which are some hard sayings, so that, like the
rest of the holy Writings, they are twisted by those who are uncertain and
without knowledge, to the destruction of their souls. 17 For this reason, my
loved ones, having knowledge of these things before they take place, take
care that you are not turned away by the error of the uncontrolled, so falling
from your true faith. 18 But be increased in grace and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. May he have glory now and for ever. So
be it.
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John’s First Letter
1Thatwhichwas from the first, which has come to our ears, andwhichwe

have seenwith our eyes, looking on it and touching it with our hands, about
theWord of life 2 (And the life wasmade clear to us, andwe have seen it and
are witnessing to it and giving you word of that eternal life which was with
the Father and was seen by us); 3We give you word of all we have seen and
everything which has come to our ears, so that you may be united with us;
andweareunitedwith the Father andwithhis Son Jesus Christ: 4Andweare
writing these things to you so that our joymaybemade complete. 5This is the
wordwhich came to us from him andwhich we give to you, that God is light
and in him there is nothing dark. 6 If we say we are joined to him, and are
walking still in the dark, our words are false and our acts are untrue: 7 But
if we are walking in the light, as he is in the light, we are all united with one
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son makes us clean from all sin. 8 If we
say thatwe have no sin, we are false to ourselves and there is nothing true in
us. 9 If we say openly that we have done wrong, he is upright and true to his
word, giving us forgiveness of sins andmaking us clean fromall evil. 10 If we
say that we have no sin, wemake him false and his word is not in us.

2
1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may be

without sin. And if any man is a sinner, we have a friend and helper with
the Father, Jesus Christ, the upright one: 2He is the offering for our sins; and
not for ours only, but for all the world. 3And by this we may be certain that
we have knowledge of him, if we keep his laws. 4 The man who says, I have
knowledge of him, and does not keep his laws, is false, and there is nothing
true in him: 5But in every manwho keeps his word, the love of God is made
complete. By thiswemaybe certain thatweare inhim: 6Hewho says that he
is living in him,will do as he did. 7My loved ones, I donot give you anew law,
but an old law which you had from the first; this old law is the word which
came to your ears. 8Again, I give you a new law, which is true in him and in
you; for the night is near its end and the true light is even now shining out.
9Hewho says that he is in the light, and has hate in his heart for his brother,
is still in the dark. 10Hewho has love for his brother is in the light, and there
is no cause of error in him. 11 But he who has hate for his brother is in the
dark, walking in the dark with no knowledge of where he is going, unable
to see because of the dark. 12 I am writing to you, my children, because you
have forgiveness of sins through his name. 13 I am writing to you, fathers,
because you have knowledge of himwho was from the first. I amwriting to
you, youngmen, becauseyouhaveovercome theEvilOne. Ihave senta letter
to you, children, because you have knowledge of the Father. 14 I have sent a
letter to you, fathers, because you have knowledge of himwhowas from the
first. I have sent a letter to you, youngmen, because you are strong, and the
word of God is in you, and because you have overcome the Evil One. 15Have
no love for theworld or for the thingswhich are in theworld. If anymanhas
love for theworld, the love of the Father is not in him. 16Because everything
in the world, the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes, and the pride of
life, is not of the Father but of the world. 17And the world and its desires is
coming to an end: but he who does God's pleasure is living for ever. 18Little
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children, it is the last hour; and as you were given word that the Antichrist
would come, so now a number of Antichrists have come to you; and by this
we are certain that it is the last hour. 19Theywent out from us but theywere
not of us; if they had been of us they would still be with us: but they went
out from us so that it might be made clear that they were not of us. 20 And
you have the Spirit from the Holy One and you all have knowledge. 21 I have
not sent you this letter because you have no knowledge of what is true, but
because you have knowledge, and because that which is false has nothing in
commonwith that which is true. 22Who is false but hewho says that Jesus is
not the Christ? He is theAntichristwhohas no belief in the Father or the Son.
23Hewho has no belief in the Son has not the Father: hewhomakes clear his
belief in the Son has the Father. 24 But as for you, keep in your hearts the
things which were made clear to you from the first. If you keep these things
in your hearts you will be kept in the Father and the Son. 25And this is the
hopewhich he gave you, even eternal life. 26 I amwriting these things to you
about those whose purpose is that you may be turned out of the true way.
27 As for you, the Spirit which he gave you is still in you, and you have no
need of any teacher; but as his Spirit gives you teaching about all things, and
is true and not false, so keep your hearts in him, through the teachingwhich
he has given you. 28And now, my children, keep your hearts in him; so that
at his revelation, we may have no fear or shame before him at his coming.
29 If you have knowledge that he is upright, it is clear to you that everyone
who does righteousness is his offspring.

3
1 See what great love the Father has given us in naming us the children of

God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not see who we are,
because it did not see who he was. 2My loved ones, now we are children of
God, and at present it is not clearwhatwe are to be. Weare certain that at his
revelation we will be like him; for we will see him as he is. 3And everyone
who has this hope in himmakes himself holy, even as he is holy. 4Everyone
who is a sinner goes against the law, for sin is goingagainst the law. 5Andyou
have knowledge that he came to take away sin: and in him there is no sin.
6Anyonewho is in him does no sin; anyonewho is a sinner has not seen him
and has no knowledge of him. 7My little children, let no man take you out
of the true way: he who does righteousness is upright, even as he is upright;
8The sinner is a child of the Evil One; for the Evil One has been a sinner from
the first. And the Son of Godwas seen on earth so that hemight put an end to
theworks of the Evil One. 9Anyonewho is a child ofGoddoes no sin, because
he still has God's seed in him; he is not able to be a sinner, because God is his
Father. 10 In this way it is clear who are the children of God and who are the
children of the Evil One; anyone who does not do righteousness or who has
no love for his brother, is not a child of God. 11Because this is thewordwhich
was given to you from the first, that we are to have love for one another;
12Not being of the Evil One like Cain, who put his brother to death. Andwhy
didheputhim todeath? Becausehisworkswere evil andhis brother'sworks
were good. 13Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world has no love for
you. 14We are conscious that we have come out of death into life because
of our love for the brothers. He who has no love is still in death. 15Anyone
who has hate for his brother is a taker of life, and you may be certain that
no taker of life has eternal life in him. 16 In this we see what love is, because
he gave his life for us; and it is right for us to give our lives for the brothers.
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17 But if a man has this world's goods, and sees that his brother is in need,
and keeps his heart shut against his brother, how is it possible for the love of
God to be in him? 18My little children, do not let our love be in word and in
tongue, but let it be in act and in good faith. 19 In this waywemay be certain
that we are true, and may give our heart comfort before him, 20When our
heart says that we have done wrong; because God is greater than our heart,
and has knowledge of all things. 21My loved ones, if our heart does not say
that we have done wrong, we have no fear before him; 22And he gives us all
our requests, becausewe keep his laws and do the thingswhich are pleasing
in his eyes. 23And this is his law, that we have faith in the name of his Son
Jesus Christ, and love for one another, even as he said to us. 24Hewho keeps
his laws is in God and God is in him. And the Spirit which he gave us is our
witness that he is in us.

4
1My loved ones, do not put your faith in every spirit, but put them to the

test, to see if they are from God: because a great number of false prophets
have gone out into theworld. 2By this youmay have knowledge of the Spirit
of God: every spirit which says that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is
of God: 3 And every spirit which does not say this is not from God: this is
the spirit of Antichrist, of which you have had word; and it is in the world
even now. 4You are of God, my little children, and you have overcome them
because he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are
of theworld, so their talk is theworld's talk, and theworld gives ear to them.
6We are of God: he who has the knowledge of God gives ear to us; he who
is not of God does not give ear to us. By this we may see which is the true
spirit, and which is the spirit of error. 7My loved ones, let us have love for
one another: because love is of God, and everyone who has love is a child of
God and has knowledge of God. 8He who has no love has no knowledge of
God, because God is love. 9And the love of God was made clear to us when
he sent his only Son into the world so that we might have life through him.
10And this is love, not that we had love for God, but that he had love for us,
and sent his Son to be an offering for our sins. 11My loved ones, if God had
such love for us, it is right for us to have love for one another. 12Noman has
ever seen God: if we have love for one another, God is in us and his love is
made complete in us: 13And his Spirit which he has given us is the witness
that we are in him and he is in us. 14Andwe have seen and give witness that
the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. 15Everyone who says
openly that Jesus is the Son of God, has God in him and is in God. 16And we
have seen and had faith in the love which God has for us. God is love, and
everyone who has love is in God, and God is in him. 17 In this way love is
made complete in us, so that we may be without fear on the day of judging,
because as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love: true
love has no room for fear, because where fear is, there is pain; and he who
is not free from fear is not complete in love. 19We have the power of loving,
because he first had love for us. 20 If aman says, I have love for God, and has
hate for his brother, his words are false: for how is themanwho has no love
for his brotherwhomhehas seen, able to have love forGodwhomhehas not
seen? 21And this is the word which we have from him, that he who has love
for God is to have the same love for his brother.
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5
1 Everyone who has faith that Jesus is the Christ is a child of God: and

everyone who has love for the Father has love for his child. 2 In this way, we
are certain that we have love for the children of God, whenwe have love for
God and keep his laws. 3For loving God is keeping his laws: and his laws are
not hard. 4Anything which comes from God is able to overcome the world:
and the power by which we have overcome the world is our faith. 5Who is
able to overcome the world but the man who has faith that Jesus is the Son
of God? 6 This is he who came by water and by blood, Jesus Christ; not by
water only but bywater andbyblood. 7And the Spirit is thewitness, because
the Spirit is true. 8 There are three witnesses, the Spirit, the water, and the
blood: and all three are in agreement. 9 If we take the witness of men to be
true, thewitness of God is greater: because this is thewitnesswhich God has
given about his Son. 10He who has faith in the Son of God has the witness
in himself: he who has not faith in Godmakes him false, because he has not
faith in the witness which God has given about his Son. 11And his witness is
this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12He who
has the Son has the life; he who has not the Son of God has not the life. 13 I
haveput these things inwriting foryouwhohave faith in thenameof theSon
of God, so that you may be certain that you have eternal life. 14And we are
certain that if we make any request to himwhich is right in his eyes, he will
give ear to us: 15And ifwe are certain that he gives ear to all our requests, we
are equally certain that wewill get our requests. 16 If a man sees his brother
doing a sin which is not bad enough for death, let himmake a prayer to God,
and Godwill give life to himwhose sin was not bad enough for death. There
is a sin whose punishment is death: I do not say that he may make such a
request then. 17 All evil-doing is sin: but death is not the punishment for
every sort of sin. 18We are certain that one who is a child of God will do no
sin, but the Son of God keeps him so that he is not touched by the Evil One.
19We are certain that we are of God, but all the world is in the power of the
Evil One. 20And we are certain that the Son of God has come, and has given
us a clear vision, so that wemay see himwho is true, andwe are in himwho
is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 21My little
children, keep yourselves from false gods.
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John’s Second Letter
1 I, a ruler in the church, send word to the noble sister who is of God's

selection, and to her children, for whom I have true love; and not only I, but
all who have knowledge of what is true; 2 Because of this true knowledge
which is in us, andwill bewith us for ever: 3May grace, mercy, and peace be
with us from God the Father, and from Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in
all true love. 4 It gave me great joy to see some of your children walking in
the true way, even as we were ordered to do by the Father. 5 And now, my
sister, I make a request to you, not sending you a new law, but the lawwhich
we had from the first, that we have love for one another. 6 And love is the
keeping of his laws. This is the lawwhich was given to you from the first, so
that you might keep it. 7 Because a number of false teachers have gone out
into the world, who do not give witness that Jesus Christ came in the flesh.
Such a one is a false teacher and Antichrist. 8 Keep watch over yourselves,
so that you do not make our work of no effect, but may get your full reward.
9 Anyone who goes on and does not keep to the teaching of Christ, has not
God: he who keeps to the teaching has the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone
comes to you not having this teaching, do not take him into your house or
give him words of love: 11 For he who gives him words of love has a part in
his evil works. 12Havingmuch to say to you, it is not my purpose to put it all
down with paper and ink: but I am hoping to come to you, and to have talk
with you face to face, so that your joy may be full. 13 The children of your
noble sister, who is of God's selection, send you their love.
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John’s Third Letter
1 I, a ruler in the church, send word to the well loved Gaius, for whom I

have true love. 2My loved one, it is my prayer that you may do well in all
things, and be healthy in body, even as your soul does well. 3 For it gave me
great joywhen some of the brothers came and gavewitness that you had the
true faith and were walking in the true way. 4 I have no greater joy than to
have news thatmy children arewalking in the trueway. 5My loved one, you
are doing a goodwork in being kind to those brothers who come from other
places; 6Whohavegivenwitness to thechurchofyour love for them: andyou
will do well to send them on their way well cared for, as is right for servants
of God: 7 For they went out for love of the Name, taking nothing from the
Gentiles. 8 So it is right for us to take in such men as guests, so that we may
take our part in the work of the true faith. 9 I sent a letter to the church, but
Diotrephes, whose desire is ever to have the first place among them, will not
have us there. 10 So if I come, I will keep in mind the things he does, talking
against uswith evilwords: andas if thiswasnot enough, he does not take the
brothers into his house, and those who are ready to take them in, he keeps
from doing so, putting them out of the church if they do. 11My loved one, do
not be copyingwhat is evil, but what is good. Hewho does good is of God: he
whodoes evil has not seenGod. 12Demetrius has the approval of allmenand
of what is true: and we give the same witness, and you are certain that our
witness is true. 13 I had much to say to you, but it is not my purpose to put it
all downwith ink and pen: 14But I am hoping to see you in a short time, and
to have talk with you face to face. May you have peace. Your friends here
send you their love. Give my love to our friends by name.
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The Letter from Jude
1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and the brother of James, to those of God's

selection who have been made holy by God the Father and are kept safe for
Jesus Christ: 2 May mercy and peace and love be increased in you. 3 My
loved ones, whilemy thoughts were full of a letter which I was going to send
you about our common salvation, it was necessary for me to send you one
requesting youwithallmyheart to goonfighting strongly for the faithwhich
has been given to the saints once and for ever. 4 For certain men have come
among you secretly, marked out before in the holyWritings for this evil fate,
men without the fear of God, turning his grace into an unclean thing, and
false to our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 5 Now it is my purpose to
put you in mind, though you once had knowledge of all these things, of how
the Lord, having taken a people safely out of Egypt, later sent destruction on
those who had no faith; 6And the angels who did not keep to their kingdom
but went out from the place which was theirs, he has put in eternal chains
and in dark night till the great day of the judging. 7 Even as Sodom and
Gomorrah, and the towns near them, having like these, given themselves up
to uncleandesires and gone after strangeflesh, have beenmade an example,
undergoing thepunishmentof eternalfire. 8 In the sameway thesedreamers
make the flesh unclean, having no respect for authorities, and say evil of
rulers. 9 Now when Michael, one of the chief angels, was fighting against
the Evil One for the body of Moses, fearing to make use of violent words
against him, he only said, May the Lord be your judge. 10 But these men
say evil about such things as they have no knowledge of; and the things
of which they have natural knowledge, like beasts without reason, are the
cause of their destruction. 11 A curse on them! They have gone in the way
of Cain, running uncontrolled into the error of Balaam for reward, and have
come to destruction by saying evil against the Lord, like Korah. 12Thesemen
are unseen rocks at your love-feasts, when they take part in themwith you,
keepers of sheepwhowithout fear take the food of the sheep; cloudswithout
water rushingbefore thewind,wasted treeswithout fruit, twicedead, pulled
up by the roots, 13 Violent waves of the sea, streaming with their shame,
wandering stars for whom the darkest night is kept in store for ever. 14 The
prophet Enoch,whowas the seventhafterAdam, saidof thesemen, TheLord
camewith tens of thousands of his saints, 15To be the judge of all, and to give
a decision against all those whose lives are unpleasing to him, because of
the evil acts which they have done, and because of all the hard things which
sinnerswithout fear of God have said against him. 16These are themenwho
make trouble, ever desiring change, going after evil pleasures, using high-
soundingwords, respectingmen's position in the hope of reward. 17But you,
my loved ones, keep in memory the words which were said before by the
Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, 18How they said to you, In the last days
there will be men who, guided by their evil desires, will make sport of holy
things. 19Theseare themenwhomakedivisions, naturalmen, nothaving the
Spirit. 20But you, my loved ones, building yourselves up on your most holy
faith, and making prayers in the Holy Spirit, 21 Keep yourselves in the love
of God, looking for life eternal through the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.
22 And have pity on those who are in doubt; 23 And to some give salvation,
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pulling them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even
the clothingwhich ismade unclean by the flesh. 24Now to himwho is able to
keep you from falling, and to give you a place in his glory, free from all evil,
with great joy, 25To the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
let us give glory and honour and authority and power, before all time and
now and for ever. So be it.
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The Revelation to John
1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave him so that his servants

might have knowledge of the things which will quickly take place: and he
sent and made it clear by his angel to his servant John; 2Who gave witness
of the word of God, and of the witness of Jesus Christ, even of all the things
which he saw. 3A blessing be on the reader, and on thosewho give ear to the
prophet's words, and keep the things which he has put in the book: for the
time is near. 4 John to the seven churcheswhich are inAsia: Grace to you and
peace, from him who is and was and is to come; and from the seven Spirits
which are before his high seat; 5And from Jesus Christ, the true witness, the
first to come back from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To
him who had love for us and has made us clean from our sins by his blood;
6And hasmade us to be a kingdom and priests to his God and Father; to him
let glory and power be given for ever and ever. So be it. 7 See, he comes with
the clouds, and every eyewill see him, and those bywhomhewaswounded;
and all the tribes of the earth will be sorrowing because of him. Yes, so be
it. 8 I am the First and the Last, says the Lord God who is and was and is to
come, the Ruler of all. 9 I, John, your brother, who have a partwith you in the
trouble and the kingdom and the quiet strength of Jesus, was in the island
which is namedPatmos, for thewordofGodand thewitness of Jesus. 10 Iwas
in the Spirit on theLord's day, andagreat voice atmyback, as of ahorn, came
to my ears, 11 Saying, What you see, put in a book, and send it to the seven
churches; to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamos and to Thyatira and to
Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea. 12And turning to see the voice
which said these words to me, I saw seven gold vessels with lights burning
in them; 13And in the middle of them one like a son of man, clothed with a
robe down to his feet, and with a band of gold round his breasts. 14And his
head and his hair were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were
as a flame of fire; 15And his feet like polished brass, as if it had been burned
in a fire; and his voice was as the sound of great waters. 16And he had in his
right hand seven stars: and out of hismouth came a sharp two-edged sword:
and his face was like the sun shining in its strength. 17And when I saw him,
I went down onmy face at his feet as one dead. And he put his right hand on
me, saying, Haveno fear; I am thefirst and the last and the Living one; 18And
I was dead, and see, I am living for ever, and I have the keys of death and of
Hell. 19 Put in writing, then, the things which you have seen, and the things
which are, and the thingswhichwill be after these; 20The secret of the seven
stars which you saw in my right hand, and of the seven gold vessels with
burning lights. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the
seven lights are the seven churches.

2
1To the angel of the church in Ephesus say: These things says he who has

the seven stars in his right hand, who is walking in the middle of the seven
gold lights: 2 I have knowledge of your doings, and of your hard work and
long waiting, and that youwill not put upwith evil men, and have put to the
test those who say they are Apostles and are not, and have seen that they
are false; 3And you have the power of waiting, and have undergone trouble
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because of my name, without weariness. 4 But I have this against you, that
you are turned away from your first love. 5So keep inmindwhere youwere
at first, and be changed in heart and do the first works; or I will come to you,
and will take away your light from its place, if your hearts are not changed.
6But at least you have the credit of hating the works of the Nicolaitans, as I
do. 7Hewhohas ears, let him give ear towhat the Spirit says to the churches.
To himwhoovercomes Iwill give of the fruit of the tree of life, which is in the
Paradise of God. 8And to the angel of the church in Smyrna say: These things
says the first and the last, who was dead and is living: 9 I have knowledge of
your troubles and how poor you are (but you have truewealth), and the evil
words of those who say they are Jews, and are not, but are a Synagogue of
Satan. 10Have no fear of the things which you will have to undergo: see, the
Evil Onewill send some of you into prison, so that youmay be put to the test;
and youwill have great trouble for ten days. Be true till death, and Iwill give
you the crown of life. 11He who has ears, let him give ear to what the Spirit
says to the churches. He who overcomes will not come under the power of
the second death. 12And to the angel of the church in Pergamos say: These
things says hewho has the sharp two-edged sword: 13 I have knowledge that
your living-place is where Satan has his seat: and you are true to my name,
andwerenot turned away fromyour faith inme, even in the days of Antipas,
my truewitness,whowasput todeathamongyou,whereSatanhashisplace.
14But I have some things against you, because you have with you those who
keep the teaching of Balaam, by whose suggestion Balak made the children
of Israel go out of the right way, taking food which was offered to false gods,
and going after the desires of the flesh. 15And you have those who keep the
teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 See, then, that you have a change of heart; or
I will come to you quickly, and will make war against them with the sword
of my mouth. 17He who has ears, let him give ear to what the Spirit says to
the churches. To him who overcomes I will give of the secret manna, and
I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name, of which no
one has knowledge but he to whom it is given. 18 And to the angel of the
church in Thyatira say: These things says the Son of God, whose eyes are
like a flame of fire, and his feet like polished brass: 19 I have knowledge of
your works, and your love and faith and help and strength in trouble, and
that your last works are more than the first. 20 But I have this against you,
that you let the woman Jezebel say she is a prophet and give false teaching,
makingmy servants go after the desires of the flesh and take food offered to
false gods. 21And I gave her time for a change of heart, but she has no mind
to give up her unclean ways. 22 See, I will put her into a bed, and those who
make themselves unclean with her, into great trouble, if they go onwith her
works. 23And I will put her children to death; and all the churches will see
that I am he who makes search into the secret thoughts and hearts of men:
and I will give to every one of you the reward of your works. 24 But to you
I say, to the rest in Thyatira, even to those who have not this teaching, and
have no knowledge of the secrets of Satan, as they say; I put on you no other
weight. 25Butwhat youhave, keep safe till I come. 26Hewhoovercomes, and
keepsmyworks to the end, to him I will give rule over the nations, 27And he
will be ruling them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of the potter they will
be broken, even as I have power from my Father: 28And I will give him the
morning star. 29He who has ears, let him give ear to what the Spirit says to
the churches.
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3
1 And to the angel of the church in Sardis say: These things says he who

has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: I have knowledge of your
works, that you seem to be living but are dead. 2Be on the watch, and make
strong the rest of the things which are near to death; because as judged by
me your works have not come up to God's measure. 3 Keep in mind, then,
the teaching which was given to you, and be ruled by it and have a change
of heart. If then you do not keep watch, I will come like a thief, and you will
havenoknowledgeof thehourwhen Iwill comeonyou. 4But youhave some
names in Sardis who have kept clean their robes; and as a reward they will
go inwhite withme. 5Hewho overcomeswill be dressed inwhite, and I will
not take his name from the book of life, and I will give witness to his name
before my Father, and before his angels. 6He who has ears, let him give ear
to what the Spirit says to the churches. 7 And to the angel of the church in
Philadelphia say: These things says he who is holy, he who is true, he who
has the key of David, opening the door so that it may be shut by no one, and
shutting it so that itmay be open to no one. 8 I have knowledge of yourworks
(see, I have put before you an open door which may be shut by no one), and
that you have a little strength, and have kept my word, and have been true
to my name. 9 See, I will make those of the Synagogue of Satan who say they
are Jews, and are not, but say what is false; I will make them come and give
worship before your feet, and seemy love for you. 10Because you have kept
my word in quiet strength, I will keep you from the hour of testing which is
coming on all the world, to put to the test those who are on earth. 11 I come
quickly: keep that which you have, so that no one may take your crown.
12Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the house of my God, and he
will go out nomore: and Iwill put on him the name ofmyGod, and the name
of the town ofmyGod, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven
frommyGod, andmynewname. 13Hewhohas ears, let himgive ear towhat
the Spirit says to the churches. 14And to the angel of the church in Laodicea
say: These things says the true and certain witness, the head of God's new
order: 15 I have knowledge of your works, that you are not cold or warm:
it would be better if you were cold or warm. 16 So because you are not one
thing or the other, I will have no more to do with you. 17 For you say, I have
wealth, andhave got together goods and land, andhaveneedof nothing; and
you are not conscious of your sad and unhappy condition, that you are poor
and blind and without clothing. 18 If you are wise you will get fromme gold
tested byfire, so that youmayhave truewealth; andwhite robes to put on, so
that your shamemay not be seen; and oil for your eyes, so that youmay see.
19To all those who are dear tome, I give sharp words and punishment: then
with all your heart have sorrow for your evilways. 20See, I amwaiting at the
door and giving the sign; if my voice comes to any man's ears and he makes
the door open, I will come in to him, andwill take foodwith him and hewith
me. 21 To him who overcomes I will give a place with me on my high seat,
even as I overcame, and am seated with my Father on his high seat. 22He
who has ears, let him give ear to what the Spirit says to the churches.

4
1After these things I saw a door open in heaven, and the first voice came

to my ears, like the sound of a horn, saying, Come up here, and I will make
clear to you the things which are to come. 2Straight away I was in the Spirit:
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and I sawahigh seat in heaven, and onewas seated on it; 3And tomy eyes he
was like a jasper and a sardius stone: and there was an arch of light round
the high seat, like an emerald. 4 And round about the high seat were four
and twenty seats: and on them I saw four and twenty rulers seated, clothed
in white robes; and on their heads crowns of gold. 5And out of the high seat
came flames and voices and thunders. And seven lights of firewere burning
before thehigh seat,which are the sevenSpirits ofGod; 6Andbefore thehigh
seat therewas, as it seemed, a clear sea of glass; and in themiddle of the high
seat, and round about it, four beasts full of eyes round about. 7And the first
beastwas like a lion, and the second like an ox, and the third had a face like a
man, and the fourth was like an eagle in flight. 8And the four beasts, having
every one of them six wings, are full of eyes round about and inside: and
without resting day and night, they say, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God, Ruler of
all, who was and is and is to come. 9 And when the beasts give glory and
honour to him who is seated on the high seat, to him who is living for ever
and ever, 10 The four and twenty rulers go down on their faces before him
who is seated on the high seat, and giveworship to himwho is living for ever
and ever, and take off their crowns before the high seat, saying, 11 It is right,
our Lord and ourGod, for you to have glory andhonour and power: because
by you were all things made, and by your desire they came into being.

5
1 And I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the high seat, a

book with writing inside it and on the back, shut with seven stamps of wax.
2 And I saw a strong angel saying in a loud voice, Who is able to make the
book open, and to undo its stamps? 3And no one in heaven, or on the earth,
or under the earth, was able to get the book open, or to see what was in it.
4 And I was very sad, because there was no one able to get the book open
or to see what was in it. 5 And one of the rulers said to me, Do not be sad:
see, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome, and has
power to undo the book and its seven stamps. 6And I saw in the middle of
the high seat and of the four beasts, and in the middle of the rulers, a Lamb
in his place, which seemed as if it had been put to death, having seven horns
and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.
7And he came and took it out of the right hand of himwhowas seated on the
high seat. 8 And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and the four
and twenty rulers went down on their faces before the Lamb, having every
one an instrument ofmusic, and gold vessels full of perfumes, which are the
prayers of the saints. 9And their voices are sounding in a new song, saying,
It is right for you to take the book and to make it open: for you were put to
death andhavemade anoffering toGodof your blood formenof every tribe,
and language, and people, and nation, 10 And have made them a kingdom
and priests to our God, and they are ruling on the earth. 11 And I saw, and
there came to my ears the sound of a great number of angels round about
the high seat and the beasts and the rulers; and the number of themwas ten
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; 12 Saying with a
great voice, It is right to give to the Lamb who was put to death, power and
wealth andwisdom and strength and honour and glory and blessing. 13And
to my ears came the voice of everything in heaven and on earth and under
the earth and in the sea, and of all things which are in them, saying, To him
who is seated on the high seat, and to the Lamb, may blessing and honour
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and glory and power be given for ever and ever. 14And the four beasts said,
So be it. And the rulers went down on their faces and gave worship.

6
1And I sawwhen theLambundidoneof the stamps, and thevoice of oneof

the four beasts came tomy ears, saying aswith a voice of thunder, Come and
see. 2And I saw a white horse, and he who was seated on it had a bow; and
there was given to him a crown: and he went out with power to overcome.
3Andwhen the secondstampwasundone, thevoiceof the secondbeast came
tomy ears, saying, Come and see. 4And another horse came out, a red horse;
and it was given to him who was seated on it to take peace from the earth,
so that people might put one another to death: and there was given to him a
great sword. 5And when the third stamp was undone, the voice of the third
beast came tomyears, saying, Comeand see. And I sawablack horse; andhe
who was seated on it had scales in his hand. 6And a voice came to my ears,
from the middle of the four beasts, saying, A measure of grain for a penny,
and threemeasures of barley for a penny: and see that you do no damage to
the oil and the wine. 7 And when the fourth stamp was undone, the voice
of the fourth beast came to my ears, saying, Come and see. 8 And I saw a
grey horse, and the name of him who was seated on it was Death; and Hell
came after him. And there was given to them authority over the fourth part
of the earth, to put to destruction by the sword, and by taking away their
food, and by death, and by the beasts of the earth. 9Andwhen the fifth stamp
was undone, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been put to
death for the word of God, and for the witness which they kept. 10And they
gave a great cry, saying, How long will it be, O Ruler, holy and true, before
you take your place as judge and give punishment for our blood to those on
the earth? 11And there was given to every one a white robe, and they were
ordered to take their rest for a little time, till the number was complete of
the other servants, their brothers, who would be put to death, even as they
had been. 12And I saw when the sixth stamp was undone, and there was a
great earth-shock; and the sun became black as haircloth, and all the moon
became as blood; 13 And the stars of heaven were falling to the earth, like
green fruit fromatreebefore the forceofagreatwind. 14Andtheheavenwas
taken away like the roll of a book when it is rolled up; and all themountains
and islands were moved out of their places. 15 And the kings of the earth,
and the rulers, and the chief captains, and themen ofwealth, and the strong,
and every servant and freeman, took cover in the holes and the rocks of the
mountains; 16 And they say to the mountains and to the rocks, Come down
on us, covering us from the face of him who is seated on the high seat, and
from the wrath of the Lamb: 17For the great day of their wrath is come, and
whomay keep his place?

7
1After this I saw four angels in their places at the four points of the earth,

keepingback the fourwinds in their hands, so that theremight benomoving
of the wind on the earth, or on the sea, or on any tree. 2And I saw another
angel comingup fromtheeast, having themarkof the livingGod: andhe said
withagreat voice to the fourangels, towhomitwasgiven tododamage to the
earth and the sea, 3Do no damage to the earth, or the sea, or the trees, till we
have put amark on the servants of our God. 4And there came tomy ears the
number of thosewhohad themark on their brows, a hundred and forty-four
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thousand,whoweremarkedout of every tribe of thepeople of Israel. 5Of the
tribe of Judah were marked twelve thousand: of the tribe of Reuben twelve
thousand: of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand: 6Of the tribe of Asher twelve
thousand: of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand: of the tribe ofManasseh
twelve thousand: 7 Of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand: of the tribe of
Levi twelve thousand: of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand: 8Of the tribe
of Zebulun twelve thousand: of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand: of the
tribe of Benjamin were marked twelve thousand. 9After these things I saw
a great army of people more than might be numbered, out of every nation
and of all tribes and peoples and languages, taking their places before the
high seat and before the Lamb, dressed inwhite robes, andwith branches in
their hands, 10 Saying with a loud voice, Salvation to our God who is seated
on the high seat, and to the Lamb. 11And all the angelswere round about the
high seat, and about the rulers and the four beasts; and they went down on
their faces before the high seat, and gave worship to God, saying, 12 So be it.
Let blessing and glory and wisdom and praise and honour and power and
strength be given to our God for ever and ever. So be it. 13 And one of the
rulers made answer, saying to me, These who have on white robes, who are
they, andwhere did they come from? 14And I said to him, My lord, you have
knowledge. And he said to me, These are they who came through the great
testing, and their robes have been washed and made white in the blood of
the Lamb. 15 This is why they are before the high seat of God; and they are
his servants day andnight in his house: andhewho is seated on thehigh seat
will be a tent over them. 16They will never be in need of food or drink: and
they will never again be troubled by the burning heat of the sun: 17 For the
Lambwho is on thehigh seatwill be their keeperand their guide to fountains
of living water: and Godwill make glad their eyes for ever.

8
1 And when the seventh stamp was undone there was quiet in heaven

for about half an hour. 2 And I saw the seven angels who had their place
before God; and seven horns were given to them. 3And another angel came
and took his place at the altar, having a gold vessel for burning perfume;
and there was given to him much perfume, so that he might put it with the
prayers of all the saints on the gold altar which was before the high seat.
4Andthesmokeof theperfume,with theprayersof the saints,wentupbefore
God out of the angel's hand. 5And the angel took the vessel; and he made it
full of the fire of the altar, and sent it down on the earth: and there came
thunders and voices and flames and a shaking of the earth. 6And the seven
angels who had the seven horns made ready for sounding them. 7 And at
the sounding of the first, a rain of ice and fire, mixed with blood, was sent
on the earth: and a third part of the earth, and of the trees, and all green
grass was burned up. 8And at the sounding of the second angel, it was as if a
greatmountainburningwithfirewas sent into the sea: anda thirdpartof the
sea became blood, 9And destruction came on a third part of the living things
whichwere in the sea, and on a third part of the ships. 10Andat the sounding
of the third angel, there went down from heaven a great star, burning like
a flame, and it came on a third part of the rivers, and on the fountains of
water. 11 And the name of the star is Wormwood: and a third part of the
waters becamebitter; and anumber ofmen came to their end because of the
waters, for theyweremade bitter. 12And at the sounding of the fourth angel,
a third part of the sun, and of the moon, and of the stars was made dark, so
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that therewasno light for a thirdpart of thedayandof thenight. 13And there
came to my ears the cry of an eagle in flight in the middle of heaven, saying
with a great voice, Trouble, trouble, trouble, to all on the earth, because of
the other voices of the horns of the three angels, whose sounding is still to
come.

9
1And at the sounding of the fifth angel I saw a star falling from heaven to

the earth: and there was given to him the key of the great deep. 2 And he
made the great deep open and a smoke went up from it, like the smoke of a
great oven; and the sun and the air were made dark because of the smoke.
3And from the smoke locusts came out on the earth; and power was given
them, like the power of scorpions. 4And theywere ordered to do no damage
to the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only to suchmen
as have not the mark of God on their brows. 5And orders were given them
not to put them to death, but to give them great pain for five months: and
their painwas as the pain from thewound of a scorpion. 6And in those days
menwill behoping fordeath, and itwill not come to them; and theywill have
agreatdesire fordeath, anddeathwill go inflight fromthem. 7And the forms
of the locusts were like horses made ready for war; and on their heads they
had crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men. 8 And they
had hair like the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions.
9And they had breastplates like iron, and the sound of theirwingswas as the
sound of carriages, like an army of horses rushing to the fight. 10And they
have pointed tails like scorpions; and in their tails is their power to givemen
wounds forfivemonths. 11Theyhaveover themasking theangel of thegreat
deep: his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek language Apollyon.
12 The first Trouble is past: see, there are still two Troubles to come. 13And
at the sounding of the sixth angel a voice came to my ears from the horns of
the gold altar which is before God, 14 Saying to the sixth angel who had the
horn,Make free the fourangelswhoare chainedat thegreat riverEuphrates.
15And the four angels weremade free, whowere ready for the hour and day
andmonth and year, that theymight put to death a third part of men. 16And
the number of the armies of the horsemenwas twice ten thousand times ten
thousand: the number of them came to my ears. 17And so I saw the horses
in the vision, and thosewhowere seated on them, having breastplates of fire
andglass andofburning stone: and theheadsof thehorseswereas theheads
of lions; and out of theirmouths camefire and smoke and a smell of burning.
18 By these evils a third part of men was put to death, by the fire, and the
smoke, and the burning smell which came out of their mouths. 19 For the
power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails: because their tails
are like snakes, and have heads, and with them they give wounds. 20 And
the rest of the people, who were not put to death by these evils, were not
turned from the works of their hands, but went on giving worship to evil
spirits, and images of gold and silver and brass and stone and wood which
have no power of seeing or hearing orwalking: 21And they had no regret for
putting men to death, or for their use of secret arts, or for the evil desires of
the flesh, or for taking the property of others.

10
1And I sawanother strong angel coming downout of heaven, clothedwith

a cloud; and an arch of coloured light was round his head, and his face was



Revelation 10:2 1192 Revelation 11:13

like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire; 2And he had in his hand a little
open book: and he put his right foot on the sea, and his left on the earth;
3 And he gave a loud cry, like the angry voice of a lion: and at his cry the
voices of the seven thunderswere sounding. 4Andwhen the seven thunders
had given out their voices, I was about to put their words down: and a voice
fromheaven came tomyears, saying, Keep secret the thingswhich the seven
thunders said, and do not put them in writing. 5And the angel which I saw
taking his position on the sea and on the earth, put up his right hand to
heaven, 6And took his oath byhimwho is living for ever and ever, whomade
the heaven and the things in it, and the earth and the things in it, and the sea
and the things in it, that therewould be nomorewaiting: 7But in the days of
the voice of the seventh angel, when the sound of his horn is about to come,
thenwill the secret ofGodbe complete, ofwhichhe gave the goodnews tohis
servants theprophets. 8And thevoice came tomeagain fromheaven, saying,
Go, take the bookwhich is open in the hand of the angelwho has his place on
the sea and on the earth. 9And I went to the angel, and said to him, Give me
the little book. And he said tome: Put it in yourmouth; and it willmake your
stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey. 10 And I took
the little book out of the angel's hand and did as he said; and it was sweet as
honey in my mouth: and when I had taken it, my stomach was made bitter.
11And they said to me, You are to give word again of what is coming in the
future to the peoples and nations and languages and kings.

11
1 And there was given to me a measuring rod: and one said, Go up and

take the measure of the house of God, and the altar, and the worshippers
in it. 2 But do not take the measure of the space outside the house; because
it has been given to the nations: and the holy town will be under their feet
for forty-twomonths. 3And I will give orders to my two witnesses, and they
will be prophets for a thousand, two hundred and sixty days, clothed with
haircloth. 4These are the twoolive-trees and the two lights,which are before
the Lord of the earth. 5And if any man would do them damage, fire comes
out of their mouth and puts an end to those who are working against them:
and if anyman has a desire to do them damage, in this way will he be put to
death. 6These have the power to keep the heaven shut, so that there may be
no rain in the days when they are prophets: and they have power over the
waters tomake themintoblood, and to sendevery sortofdiseaseon theearth
as their pleasure is. 7And when they have come to the end of their witness,
the beast which comes up out of the great deep will make war on them and
overcome them and put them to death. 8And their dead bodies will be in the
open street of the great town, which in the spirit is named Sodom and Egypt,
where their Lord was put to death on the cross. 9And the peoples and tribes
and languages and nations will be looking on their dead bodies three days
and a half, andwill not let their dead bodies be put in the earth. 10And those
who are on the earthwill have pleasure and delight over them; and theywill
send offerings one to another because these two prophets gave great trouble
to all on the earth. 11And after three days and a half the breath of life from
God went into them, and they got up on their feet; and great fear came on
those who saw them. 12 And a great voice from heaven came to their ears,
saying to them, Come up here. And they went up into heaven in the cloud,
and were seen by those desiring their death. 13And in that hour there was
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a great earth-shock and a tenth part of the town came to destruction; and in
the earth-shock seven thousandpersons came to their end: and the restwere
in fear, and gave glory to the God of heaven. 14 The second Trouble is past:
see, the third Trouble comes quickly. 15And at the sounding of the seventh
angel there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdom of the world
has become the kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ, and he will have
rule for ever and ever. 16 And the four and twenty rulers, who are seated
before God on their high seats, went down on their faces and gave worship
to God, saying, 17We give you praise, O Lord God, Ruler of all, who is and
who was; because you have taken up your great power and are ruling your
kingdom. 18And the nations were angry, and your wrath has come, and the
time for the dead to be judged, and the time of reward for your servants, the
prophets, and for the saints, and for those inwhom is the fear of your name,
small and great, and the time of destruction for those who made the earth
unclean. 19And the house of God which is in heaven was open; and the ark
of his agreement was seen in his house, and there were flames and voices
and thunders and an earth-shock and a rain of ice.

12
1Andagreat signwas seen inheaven: aAwomanclothedwith the sun, and

with themoonunder her feet, and onher head a crownof twelve stars. 2And
shewaswith child; and she gave a cry, in the pains of childbirth. 3And there
was seenanother sign inheaven; a great reddragon, having sevenheadsand
ten horns, and on his heads seven crowns. 4And his tail was pulling a third
part of the stars of heaven down to the earth, and the dragon took his place
before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when the birth had
taken place he might put an end to her child. 5And she gave birth to a son,
a male child, who was to have rule over all the nations with a rod of iron:
and her child was taken up to God and to his high seat. 6 And the woman
went in flight to thewaste land,where she has a placemade ready byGod, so
that there they may give her food a thousand, two hundred and sixty days.
7And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels going out to the fight
with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels made war, 8And they were
overcome, and there was nomore place for them in heaven. 9And the great
dragonwas forceddown, theold snake,who isnamed theEvilOneandSatan,
by whom all the earth is turned from the right way; he was forced down to
the earth, and his angels were forced downwith him. 10And a great voice in
heaven came to my ears, saying, Now is come the salvation, and the power,
and the kingdomof our God, and the authority of his Christ: because hewho
says evil against our brothers before our God day and night is forced down.
11 And they overcame him through the blood of the Lamb and the word of
their witness; and loving not their lives they freely gave themselves up to
death. 12 Be glad then, O heavens, and you who are in them. But there is
trouble for the earth and the sea: because the Evil One has come down to
you, being very angry, having the knowledge that he has but a short time.
13And when the dragon saw that he was forced down to the earth, he made
cruel attacks on the woman who gave birth to the male child. 14And there
were given to the woman two wings of a great eagle, so that she might go in
flight into the waste land, to her place, where she is given food for a time,
and times, and half a time, from the face of the snake. 15And the snake sent
out of hismouth after thewoman a river of water, so that shemight be taken
away by the stream. 16And the earth gave help to thewoman, andwith open
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mouth took up the river which the dragon sent out of his mouth. 17And the
dragon was angry with the woman and went away to make war on the rest
of her seed, who keep the orders of God, and the witness of Jesus:

13
1And he took his place on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast coming

up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns ten
crowns, and on his heads unholy names. 2 And the beast which I saw was
like a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the
mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power and his seat and great
authority. 3And I sawone of his heads as if it had been given a death-wound;
and his death-woundwasmadewell: and all the earthwaswondering at the
beast. 4And they gave worship to the dragon, because he gave authority to
the beast; and worshipping the beast, they said, Who is like the beast? and
who is able to go to war with him? 5And there was given to him a mouth to
saywords of pride againstGod; and therewas given tohimauthority to goon
for forty-twomonths. 6And his mouth was open to say evil against God, and
against his name and his Tent, even against those who are in heaven. 7And
it was given to him to make war on the saints and to overcome them: and
there was given to him authority over every tribe and people and language
and nation. 8And all who are on the earth will give him worship, everyone
whose name has not been from the first in the book of life of the Lamb who
was put to death. 9 If any man has ears, let him give ear. 10 If any man sends
others into prison, into prison he will go: if any man puts to death with the
sword, with the swordwill he be put to death. Here is the quiet strength and
the faith of the saints. 11And I saw another beast coming up out of the earth;
and he had two horns like a lamb, and his voice was like that of a dragon.
12Andhemakes use of all the authority of the first beast before his eyes. And
he makes the earth and those who are in it give worship to the first beast,
whose death-woundwasmadewell. 13Andhedoes great signs, evenmaking
fire come down from heaven on the earth before the eyes of men. 14 And
thosewho are on the earth are turned from the trueway by him through the
signswhichhewas givenpower to dobefore thebeast; giving orders to those
whoareon the earth tomakean image to thebeast,whowaswoundedby the
sword, and came to life. 15And he had power to give breath to the image of
the beast, so that wordsmight come from the image of the beast, and that he
might have all those who did not give worship to the image of the beast put
to death. 16And he gives to all, small and great, the poor and thosewho have
wealth, the free and those who are not free, a mark on their right hand or
on their brows; 17 So that no man might be able to do trade but he who has
the mark, even the name of the beast or the number of his name. 18Here is
wisdom. Hewhohas knowledge let himget thenumber of thebeast; because
it is the number of a man: and his number is Six hundred and sixty-six.

14
1And I saw theLambon themountainofZion, andwithhimahundredand

forty-four thousand, marked on their brows with his name and the name of
his Father. 2 And a voice from heaven came to my ears, like the sound of
great waters, and the sound of loud thunder: and the voice which came to
me was like the sound of players, playing on instruments of music. 3 And
theymade as it seemed a new song before the high seat, and before the four
beasts and the rulers: and nomanmight have knowledge of the song but the
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hundred and forty-four thousand, even those from the earth whomGod has
madehis foraprice. 4Theseare theywhohavenotmade themselvesunclean
with women; for they are virgins. These are they who go after the Lamb
wherever he goes. Thesewere taken fromamongmen to be the first fruits to
God and to the Lamb. 5And in their mouth there was no false word, for they
are untouched by evil. 6And I saw another angel in flight between heaven
and earth, having eternal good news to give to those who are on the earth,
and to every nation and tribe and language and people, 7 Saying with a loud
voice, Have fear of God and give himglory; because the hour of his judging is
come; and giveworship to himwhomade heaven and earth and the sea and
the fountains of water. 8And a second angel came after, saying, Destruction
has come to Babylon the great, which gave to all the nations the wine of the
wrath of her evil ways. 9 And a third angel came after them, saying with a
loud voice, If any man gives worship to the beast and his image, and has his
mark on his brow or on his hand, 10To himwill be given of thewine of God's
wrathwhich is ready unmixed in the cup of his wrath and hewill have cruel
pain, burning with fire before the holy angels and before the Lamb: 11And
the smoke of their pain goes up for ever and ever; and they have no rest day
and night, who give worship to the beast and his image, and have on them
the mark of his name. 12Here is the quiet strength of the saints, who keep
the orders of God, and the faith of Jesus. 13And a voice from heaven came
to my ears, saying, Put in writing, There is a blessing on the dead who from
nowon come to their end in the Lord: yes, says the Spirit, that theymayhave
rest from their troubles; for their works go with them. 14And I saw a white
cloud, and on the cloud I saw one seated, like a son of man, having on his
head a crown of gold, and in his hand a sharp curved blade. 15And another
angel came out from the house of God, crying with a loud voice to him who
was seated on the cloud, Put in your blade, and let the grain be cut: because
the hour for cutting it is come; for the grain of the earth is over-ready. 16And
he who was seated on the cloud sent in his blade on the earth; and the grain
of the earth was cut. 17And another angel came out from the house of God
which is in heaven, having a sharp curved blade. 18And another angel came
out from the altar, who has power over fire; and he gave a loud cry to him
who had the sharp curved blade, saying, Put in your sharp blade, and let the
grapes of the vine of the earth be cut; for her grapes are fully ready. 19And
the angel sent his blade into the earth, and the vine of the earthwas cut, and
he put it into the great wine-crusher of the wrath of God. 20And the grapes
were crushed under foot outside the town, and blood came out from them,
even to the head-bands of the horses, two hundredmiles.

15
1And I sawanother sign in heaven, great and strange; seven angels having

the seven last punishments, for in them the wrath of God is complete. 2And
I saw a sea which seemed like glass mixed with fire; and those who had
overcome the beast andhis image and the number of his name,were in their
places by the sea of glass, with God's instruments of music in their hands.
3 And they give the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the
Lamb, saying, Great and full of wonder are yourworks, O Lord God, Ruler of
all; true and full of righteousness are yourways, eternal King. 4Whatman is
therewhowill nothave fearbeforeyou,OLord, andgiveglory toyourname?
because you only are holy; for all the nations will come and give worship
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before you; for your righteousness has been made clear. 5 And after these
things I saw, and the house of the Tent of witness in heaven was open: 6And
the seven angels who had the seven punishments came out from the house
of God, clothed with linen, clean and bright and with bands of gold about
their breasts. 7 And one of the four beasts gave to the seven angels seven
gold vessels full of the wrath of God, who is living for ever and ever. 8And
thehouseofGodwas full of smoke from thegloryofGod, and fromhispower,
and no one was able to go into the house of God, till the seven punishments
of the seven angels were ended.

16
1And a great voice out of the house of God came to my ears, saying to the

sevenangels, Go, and let thatwhich is in the sevenvessels of thewrathofGod
come down on the earth. 2And the first went, and let what was in his vessel
come down on the earth; and it became an evil poisoningwound on themen
who had the mark of the beast, and who gave worship to his image. 3 And
the second let what was in his vessel come out into the sea; and it became
blood as of a dead man; and every living thing in the sea came to an end.
4 And the third let what was in his vessel come out into the rivers and the
fountains of water; and they became blood. 5And the voice of the angel of
thewaters came tomy ears, saying, True and upright is your judging, OHoly
One, who is and was from all time: 6 For they made the blood of saints and
prophets come out like a stream, and blood have you given them for drink;
which is their right reward. 7And a voice came from the altar, saying, Even
so, O Lord God, Ruler of all, true and full of righteousness is your judging.
8And the fourth let what was in his vessel come out on the sun; and power
was given to it that menmight be burned with fire. 9Andmen were burned
with great heat: and they said evil things against the name of the God who
has authority over these punishments; and they were not turned from their
evilways to givehimglory. 10And thefifth letwhatwas inhis vessel comeout
on the high seat of the beast; andhis kingdomwasmadedark; and theywere
biting their tongues for pain. 11And they said evil things against the God of
heaven because of their pain and their wounds; and they were not turned
from their evil works. 12And the sixth let whatwas in his vessel come out on
the great river Euphrates; and it became dry, so that the waymight bemade
ready for the kings from the east. 13And I saw coming out of themouth of the
dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false
prophet, three unclean spirits, like frogs. 14For they are evil spirits, working
signs; who go out even to the kings of all the earth, to get them together to the
war of the great day of God, the Ruler of all. 15 (See, I come as a thief. Happy
is he who is watching and keeps his robes, so that he may not go unclothed,
and his shamebe seen.) 16And they got them together into the placewhich is
named inHebrewArmageddon. 17And the seventh letwhatwas inhis vessel
come out on the air; and there came out a great voice from the house of God,
from the high seat, saying, It is done. 18 And there were flames and voices
and thunders; and therewas a great earth-shock so that never, from the time
whenmenwere on the earth, had there been so great an earth-shock, so full
of power. 19And the great townwas cut into three parts, and the towns of the
nations came to destruction: and Babylon the great came into mind before
God, to be given the cup of the wine of his wrath. 20And every island went
in flight, and the mountains were seen no longer. 21And great drops of ice,
everyoneabout theweightof a talent, camedownoutofheavenonmen: and
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men said evil things against God because of the punishment of the ice-drops;
for it is very great.

17
1 And one of the seven angels who had the seven vessels came and said

to me, Come here, so that you may see the judging of the evil woman who
is seated on the great waters; 2 With whom the kings of the earth made
themselves unclean, and those who are on the earth were full of the wine
of her evil desires. 3Andhe tookme away in the Spirit into awaste land: and
I saw awoman seated on a bright red beast, full of evil names, having seven
heads and ten horns, 4And thewomanwas clothed in purple and bright red,
with ornaments of gold and stones of great price and jewels; and in her hand
was a gold cup full of evil things and her unclean desires; 5And on her brow
was a name, SECRET, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF THE EVIL
WOMEN AND OF THE UNCLEAN THINGS OF THE EARTH. 6 And I saw the
woman overcome as with the wine of the blood of the saints, and the blood
of those put to death because of Jesus. And when I saw her, I was overcome
with a great wonder. 7And the angel said to me, Why were you surprised?
I will make clear to you the secret of the woman, and of the beast on which
she is seated,whichhas the sevenheads and the tenhorns. 8Thebeastwhich
you sawwas, and is not; and is about to come up out of the great deep, and to
go into destruction. And those who are on the earth, whose names have not
beenput in thebookof life fromthefirst,will be full ofwonderwhen they see
the beast, that he was, and is not, and still will be. 9Here is the mind which
has wisdom. The seven heads are sevenmountains, on which the woman is
seated: 10And they are seven kings; the five have come to an end, the one is,
the other has not come; and when he comes, he will have to go on for a little
time. 11And the beast which was, and is not, is himself the eighth, and is of
the seven; and he goes into destruction. 12And the ten horns which you saw
are ten kings, which still have been given no kingdom; but they are given
authority as kings, with the beast, for one hour. 13 These have one mind,
and they give their power and authority to the beast. 14Thesewill makewar
against the Lamb, and the Lambwill overcome them, because he is the Lord
of lords and King of kings; and those who are with him are named, marked
out, and true. 15Andhe said tome, Thewaterswhich you saw,where the evil
woman is seated, arepeoples, andarmies, andnations and languages. 16And
the ten horns which you saw, and the beast, these will be turned against the
evil woman, andwill make herwaste and uncovered, andwill take her flesh
for food, andwill haveherburnedwithfire. 17BecauseGodhasput it in their
hearts to do his purpose, and to be of one mind, giving their kingdom to the
beast, till the words of God have effect and are complete. 18And the woman
whom you saw is the great town, which is ruling over the kings of the earth.

18
1After these things I sawanotherangel comingdownoutofheaven, having

great authority; and the earth was bright with his glory. 2 And he gave a
loud cry, saying, Babylon the great has come down from her high place, she
has come to destruction and has become a place of evil spirits, and of every
unclean spirit, andahole for everyuncleanandhatedbird. 3For through the
wine of thewrath of her evil desires all thenationshave come todestruction;
and thekings of the earthmade themselvesuncleanwithher, and the traders
of the earth had their wealth increased by the power of her evil ways. 4And
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another voice from heaven came to my ears, saying, Come out of her, my
people, so that you may have no part in her sins and in her punishments.
5 For her sins have gone up even to heaven, and God has taken note of her
evil-doing. 6Give toher as she gave, evenan increased reward forherworks;
in the cup which was mixed by her, let there be mixed as much again for
herself. 7As she gave glory to herself, and became more evil in her ways, in
the samemeasure give her pain andweeping: for she says in her heart, I am
seated here a queen, and am no widow, and will in no way see sorrow. 8For
this reason in one daywill her troubles come, death and sorrow and need of
food; and shewill be completely burnedwith fire; for strong is the Lord God
who is her judge. 9And the kings of the earth, whomade themselves unclean
withher, and inher companygave themselvesup to evil,will beweepingand
crying over her, when they see the smoke of her burning, 10Watching from
far away, for fear ofherpunishment, saying, Sorrow, sorrow forBabylon, the
great town, the strong town! for in one hour you have been judged. 11And
the traders of the earth are weeping and crying over her, because no man
has any more desire for their goods, 12Gold, and silver, and stones of great
price, and jewels, and delicate linen, and robes of purple and silk and red;
and perfumedwood, and every vessel of ivory, and every vesselmade of fair
wood, and of brass, and iron, and stone; 13 And sweet-smelling plants, and
perfumes, and wine, and oil, and well crushed grain, and cattle and sheep;
and horses and carriages and servants; and souls of men. 14 And the fruit
of your soul's desire has gone from you, and all things delicate and shining
have come to an end and will never again be seen. 15 The traders in these
things, bywhich theirwealthwas increased, will bewatching far off for fear
of her punishment, weeping and crying; 16 Saying, Sorrow, sorrow for the
great town, she whowas clothed in delicate linen, and purple, and red; with
ornaments of gold and stones of great price and jewels! 17 For in one hour
such great wealth has come to nothing. And every shipmaster, and all who
are sailing on the sea, and sailors and all who get their living by the sea,
were watching from far away, 18 And crying out when they saw the smoke
of her burning, saying, What town is like the great town? 19 And they put
dust on their heads, and were sad, weeping and crying, and saying, Sorrow,
sorrow for the great town, inwhichwas increased thewealth of all who had
their ships on the sea because of her great stores! for in one hour she is
made waste. 20 Be glad over her, heaven, and you saints, and Apostles, and
prophets; because she has been judged by God on your account. 21 And a
strong angel took up a stone like the great stonewithwhich grain is crushed,
and sent it into the sea, saying, So, with a great fall, will Babylon, the great
town, come to destruction, and will not be seen any more at all. 22And the
voice of players and makers of music will never again be sounding in you:
and no worker, expert in art, will ever again be living in you; and there will
benosoundof thecrushingof grainanymoreatall inyou; 23Andneveragain
will the shining of lights be seen in you; and the voice of the newly-married
manand thebridewillneveragainbesounding inyou: foryour traderswere
the lordsof theearth, andbyyourevil powerswereall thenations turnedout
of the right way. 24And in her was seen the blood of prophets and of saints,
and of all who have been put to death on the earth.

19
1After these things there came to my ears a sound like the voice of a great
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band of people in heaven, saying, Praise to the Lord; salvation and glory and
power be to our God: 2 For true and upright are his decisions; for by him
has the evil woman been judged, who made the earth unclean with the sins
of her body; and he has given her punishment for the blood of his servants.
3Andagain they said, Praise to theLord. Andher smokewentup for ever and
ever. 4And the fourand twenty rulersand the fourbeastswentdownon their
faces and gaveworship to Godwhowas seated on the high seat, saying, Even
so, praise to the Lord. 5 And a voice came from the high seat, saying, Give
praise to our God, all you his servants, small and great, in whom is the fear
of him. 6And there came tomy ears the voice of a great army, like the sound
of waters, and the sound of loud thunders, saying, Praise to the Lord: for the
Lord ourGod, Ruler of all, is King. 7Let us be gladwith delight, and let us give
glory to him: because the time is come for the Lamb to be married, and his
wifehasmadeherself ready. 8And toher itwasgiven tobeclothed indelicate
linen, cleanand shining: for the clean linen is the righteousness of the saints.
9Andhe said tome, Put in the book, Happy are the guests at the bride-feast of
the Lamb. And he said to me, These are the true words of God. 10And I went
on my face before his feet to give him worship. And he said to me, See you
do it not: I am a brother-servant with you and with your brothers who keep
thewitness of Jesus: giveworship to God: for thewitness of Jesus is the spirit
of the prophet's word. 11And the heavenwas open; and I saw awhite horse,
and he whowas seated on it was named Certain and True; and he is judging
and making war in righteousness. 12 And his eyes are a flame of fire, and
crowns are on his head; and he has a name in writing, of which no man has
knowledge but himself. 13 And he is clothed in a robe washed with blood:
and his name is The Word of God. 14 And the armies which are in heaven
went after him on white horses, clothed in delicate linen, white and clean.
15And out of his mouth comes a sharp sword, with which he overcomes the
nations: and he has rule over them with a rod of iron: and he is crushing
with his feet the grapes of the strong wrath of God the Ruler of all. 16 And
on his robe and on his leg is a name, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.
17And I saw an angel taking his place in the sun; and he was crying with a
loud voice, saying to all the birds in flight in the heavens, Come together to
the great feast of God; 18So that youmay take for your food the flesh of kings,
andof captains, andof strongmen, andofhorses andof thosewhoare seated
on them, and the flesh of all men, free and unfree, small and great. 19And I
saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, come together
to make war against himwhowas seated on the horse and against his army.
20And the beast was taken, andwith him the false prophet who did the signs
before him, bywhich theywere turned from the truewaywhohad themark
of the beast, and who gave worship to his image: these two were put living
into the sea of ever-burning fire. 21And the rest were put to death with the
sword of him who was on the horse, even the sword which came out of his
mouth: and all the birds weremade full with their flesh.

20
1 And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key of the

great deep and a great chain in his hand. 2And he took the dragon, the old
snake,which is the Evil One and Satan, andput chains onhim for a thousand
years, 3Andput him into the great deep, and itwas shut and lockedover him,
so that he might put the nations in error no longer, till the thousand years
were ended: after this he will be let loose for a little time. 4And I saw high
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seats, and they were seated on them, and the right of judging was given to
them: and I saw the souls of those who were put to death for the witness
of Jesus, and for the word of God, and those who did not give worship to the
beast, or to his image, andhadnot hismark on their brows or on their hands;
and they were living and ruling with Christ a thousand years. 5 The rest of
the dead did not come to life again till the thousand years were ended. This
is the first coming back from the dead. 6Happy and holy is hewho has a part
in this first coming: over these the second death has no authority, but they
will be priests of God and of Christ, and will be ruling with him a thousand
years. 7Andwhen the thousandyears are ended, Satanwill be let loose out of
his prison, 8And will go out to put in error the nations which are in the four
quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to get them together to the war, the
number ofwhom is like the sands of the sea. 9And theywent upover the face
of theearth, andmadeacircle about the tents of the saints, and thewell loved
town: and fire came down out of heaven for their destruction. 10 And the
Evil One who put them in error was sent down into the sea of ever-burning
fire, where the beast and the false prophet are, and their punishment will
go on day and night for ever and ever. 11And I saw a great white seat, and
himwhowas seated on it, before whose face the earth and the heaven went
in flight; and there was no place for them. 12And I saw the dead, great and
small, taking their places before the high seat; and the bookswere open, and
another book was open, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged
by the things which were in the books, even by their works. 13And the sea
gaveup thedeadwhichwere in it; anddeathandHell gaveup thedeadwhich
were in them; and they were judged every man by his works. 14And death
and Hell were put into the sea of fire. This is the second death, even the sea
of fire. 15And if anyone's namewas not in the book of life, hewent down into
the sea of fire.

21
1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the

first earth were gone; and there was nomore sea. 2And I saw the holy town,
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, like a bride made
beautiful for her husband. 3And there came to my ears a great voice out of
the high seat, saying, See, the Tent of God is with men, and he will make his
living-place with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be
with them, and be their God. 4And he will put an end to all their weeping;
and there will be no more death, or sorrow, or crying, or pain; for the first
things have come to an end. 5 And he who is seated on the high seat said,
See, I make all things new. And he said, Put it in the book; for these words
are certain and true. 6And he said to me, It is done. I am the First and the
Last, the start and the end. I will freely give of the fountain of the water of
life to him who is in need. 7He who overcomes will have these things for
his heritage; and I will be his God, and he will be my son. 8 But those who
are full of fear and without faith, the unclean and takers of life, those who
do the sins of the flesh, and those who make use of evil powers or who give
worship to images, and all those who are false, will have their part in the
sea of ever-burning fire which is the second death. 9 And one of the seven
angelswho had the seven vessels inwhichwere the seven last punishments,
came and said to me, Come here, and see the bride, the Lamb's wife. 10And
he took me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and let me see
the holy town Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 11Having
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the glory of God: and her light was like a stone of great price, a jasper stone,
clear as glass: 12She had awall great and high, with twelve doors, and at the
doors twelve angels; and names on them, which are the names of the twelve
tribes of the children of Israel. 13And on the east were three doors; and on
the north three doors; and on the south three doors; and on the west three
doors. 14And the wall of the town had twelve bases, and on them the twelve
namesof the twelveApostles of theLamb. 15Andhewhowas talkingwithme
had a gold measuring-rod to take the measure of the town, and of its doors,
and its wall. 16And the town is square, as wide as it is long; and he took the
measure of the town with the rod, one thousand and five hundred miles: it
is equally long and wide and high. 17 And he took the measure of its wall,
one hundred and forty-four cubits, after themeasure of a man, that is, of an
angel. 18 And the building of its wall was of jasper, and the town was clear
gold, clear as glass. 19 The bases of the wall of the town had ornaments of
all sorts of beautiful stones. The first base was jasper; the second, sapphire;
the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; 20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth,
sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth,
chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. 21And the twelve
doors were twelve pearls; every door was made of one pearl; and the street
of the town was clear gold, as clear as glass. 22And I saw no Temple there;
because the Lord God, the Ruler of all, and the Lamb are its Temple. 23And
the town has no need of the sun, or of themoon, to give it light: for the glory
of God didmake it light, and the light of it is the Lamb. 24And the nationswill
go in its light: and the kings of the earth will take their glory into it. 25And
the doors of it will never be shut by day (for there is no night there): 26And
the glory and honour of the nationswill come into it: 27Andnothing unclean
may come into it, or anyonewhose works are cursed or false; but only those
whose names are in the Lamb's book of life.

22
1 And I saw a river of water of life, clear as glass, coming out of the high

seat of God and of the Lamb, 2 In the middle of its street. And on this side of
the river and on that was the tree of life, having twelve sorts of fruits, giving
its fruit everymonth; and the leaves of the tree give life to the nations. 3And
there will be no more curse: and the high seat of God and of the Lamb will
be there; and his servants will be worshipping him; 4 And they will see his
face; and his namewill be on their brows. 5And therewill be nomore night;
and they have no need of a light or of the shining of the sun; for the Lord
God will give them light: and they will be ruling for ever and ever. 6And he
said to me, These words are certain and true: and the Lord, the God of the
spirits of the prophets, sent his angel tomake clear to his servants the things
which are now to come about. 7 See, I come quickly. A blessing on him who
keeps the words of this book of the prophet. 8 And I, John, am he who saw
these things and to whose ears they came. And when I had seen and given
ear, Iwent downonmy face to giveworship at the feet of the angelwhomade
these things clear tome. 9Andhe said tome, See youdo it not; I amabrother-
servant with you and with your brothers the prophets, and with those who
keep the words of this book: give worship to God. 10And he said to me, Let
not the words of this prophet's book be kept secret, because the time is near.
11Let the evil man go on in his evil: and let the unclean be still unclean: and
let theupright goon inhis righteousness: and let theholybeholy still. 12See, I
comequickly; andmyreward iswithme, to give to everyman theoutcomeof
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hisworks. 13 I am theFirst and theLast, the start and the end. 14Ablessing on
thosewhose robesarewashed, so that theymayhavea right to the treeof life,
and may go in by the doors into the town. 15Outside are the dogs, and those
who make use of evil powers, those who make themselves unclean, and the
takers of life, and those who give worship to images, and everyone whose
delight is in what is false. 16 I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give witness to
you of these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David,
the bright and morning star. 17And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And
let him who gives ear, say, Come. And let him who is in need come; and let
everyone desiring it take of the water of life freely. 18For I say to every man
towhose ears have come thewords of this prophet's book, If anymanmakes
an addition to them, God will put on him the punishments which are in this
book: 19And if anyman takes away fromthewordsof this book, Godwill take
away from him his part in the tree of life and the holy town, even the things
which are in this book. 20He who gives witness to these things says, Truly,
I come quickly. Even so come, Lord Jesus. 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be
with the saints. So be it.
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