KeyEx





KeyEx helps you organizing your keyboard hotkeys (=shortcuts) to launch applications.





Note: there are no graphics in this manual to keep the size of the document small.





Windows 95 and Windows NT 4.0 have the ability to launch applications by pressing a user-defined key-combination (e.g. Ctrl+Alt+W for Microsoft Word). This is called a shortcut or hotkey. The problem with this function is, that there is no central point where you can organize all you hotkeys.





KeyEx is that central point you need.





Installation:


To install KeyEx just copy all files into a new directory (e.g. c:\program files\keyex). There is only one executable file (keyex.exe) that must be started to use KeyEx.





KeyEx is a small application, that should be launched when you start Windows. It has one main window. This window shows the following controls:


the list of currently defined hotkeys


buttons for creating, editing and deleting hotkeys


a button to view information about KeyEx


buttons to open, save, save as and reload your hotkey list in files


a button to quit the program


a checkbox to set the starting status of KeyEx





How to define a new hotkey:


To define a new hotkey click the New-button. The following form has two text fields and one listbox. Enter the name of the hotkey into the field Name (e.g. Excel). Then go on to the next field. This is the hotkey-field. Just press the hotkey you want to use for this application (e.g. Ctrl+Alt+E). After you pressed it you will move on to the list box. You now defined a hotkey but you also have to tell KeyEx what it should do, when you press this hotkey. KeyEx can launch more than one application with one hotkey (registered version only).


Click on the New-button to display the Hotkey command-form. Enter the name of the application and the path for the executable file (*.exe, *.bat, *.com) that should be started when you press the hotkey. Note that you have to enter the filename of the executable and not a link to this file! You can also use the folder icon to browse for the file. At last select one of the possible exec modes. Click OK to finish entering the command.


You are now back in the Hotkey definition form. Press OK to exit this form, too. Your new hotkey will now be listed in the currently defined hotkeys listbox.





How to change the definition of a hotkey:


Just select the hotkey in the listbox and click the Edit button. You can also doubleclick on the item in the list. The same works if you want to edit the definition of the hotkey command (e.g. launch Powerpoint instead of Word).





Deleting a hotkey:


To delete a hotkey just select the item in the list and click the Delete button.





Saving your definitions:


After creating, changing or deleting hotkeys you should press the Save button to store your definitions in a file which is automatically loaded the next time you start KeyEx. The file is KeyList.KEX and is stored in the same directory as keyex.exe.  You can undo any changes since the last save by clicking the Reload-button. 





�
The KeyEx icon:


KeyEx is a small tool that should run all the time. The best thing is to put it in your StartUp-folder. It would be annoying to waste the precious space in the taskbar for a KeyEx icon. So it resides in the systray just beside the clock when it is minimized. When you doubleclick on the icon or open its context menu you can restore it to its normal size.


If you activate the minimize KeyEx at startup option KeyEx is automatically minimized each time you start it.





Problems with hotkeys:


You should not use more than one application to organize your hotkeys as they can get mixed up. Note, that the KeyEx-defined hotkeys override application-local hotkeys, like for example Word’s hotkeys to align text. Because of this you should not define hotkeys that are already in use by other applications.








Limitations of the unregistered version:


You should consider to register KeyEx to get access to the following functions:


define more than five hotkeys in one file


launch more than one application with one hotkey


different KeyEx-files for different users





How to register:


Registering KeyEx costs US$ 15.00 for a one user license. Send a letter with enclosed payment, your name, mail- and e-mail-address to the following address:


Thiemo Sammern


St. Lorenz 444


A-5310 Mondsee


Austria, Europe


e-mail: tsamm@ping.at





Aequivalent amounts in one of the major european currencies or Austrian Shillings are also accepted.


You will then receive the necessary information to complete the registration form via e-mail. If you want it mailed by fax or snail mail don’t forget to add your fax number and add US$ 2.00 to the amount mentioned above (those international calls are expensive).





Please send me your name, e-mail and snail-mail address even if you don’t want to register KeyEx (personal use of the unregistered version is free). This is for two reasons: 1) I want to keep you informed about future releases, 2) I’m very interested how many people use the program


Of course your personal data is not given to any third person so you don’t have to be afraid of spam mails.





Using the multi-file function:


If you registered KeyEx you can store your hotkey-definitions in other files than keylist.kex. Just define your hotkeys, click the Save as button and select a filename.


You can open a previously saved file in two ways:


open it using the Open-button and enter the filename


add the filename to the command line of KeyEx when you start it


example: the command line of KeyEx in your StartUp-folder is „c:\apps\keyex\keyex.exe“. If you want to load the file „mylist.kex“ at startup, change the command line to „c:\apps\keyex\keyex.exe mylist.kex“.





If you have different user profiles on your system you can give every his or her own hotkeys by changing the command line in the StartUp folders of the different profiles.





Legal stuff:


You are not allowed to add KeyEx to commercial shareware libraries without first contacting me. You are of course not allowed to sell KeyEx without my approval. The user must assume the entire risk of using the program.  


I don’t take any liabilities for using the program.


