VISUAL BASIC FOR APPLICATIONS

LESSON TEN: ORGANIZING DATA- Arrays 
DEFINITION: 
An array is a series of values referenced in an index of the same variable name.

For example:

You have four names that you are going to use, Tom, Mary, Jane and John.

They can be placed into an array in the following way.

Dim students(4)

‘create a array with four elements
students(1) = ”Tom”

students(2) = ”Mary”

students(3) = ”Jane”

students(4) = ”John”

You can now reference the array in the following way.

MsgBox(students(3))  

This would bring up a message box with the message ‘Jane’. But that is only the start. 

An array can have multiple elements. These are called Multidimensional Arrays.
[ In Visual Basic, you can declare arrays with up to 60 dimensions. ]

The following statement declares a 2-dimensional array.

Dim students(4,2)

‘create a 4 element array with 2 dimensions to each element
students(3,1) = ”Jane”

students(3,2) = ”Smith”

You can now reference the array in the following way.

MsgBox(students(3,1)&” “&students(3,2))   

This would bring up a message box with the message ‘Jane Smith’. You can see the possibilities for organizing data that an array has.

EXERCISE: 
[ See VB Lesson10help.doc to see how it is done, but have a go yourself first! ]

[1]
Create an input box to collect the following data from students. 

students number …

used to set the first dimension of the array.

students first name  …

used to set the first element of the second dimension of the array.

students last name …

used to set the second element of the second dimension of the array.

[ Input boxes were looked at in VBATutor Part One Lesson Five]
THEN..

[2]
Create an MsgBox to display the information about a selected student.

[To Part Two Index Page]   [To Lesson Eleven]









